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U.S. Departme f Justice

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Dear  Requester:

Enclosed are copies of documents from FBI records.
pursuant to Title 5, United States Code , Section 552 and/or Section 552a.
subsections have been cited opposite the deletions. Where pages have been withheld in their entirety, a deleted page information sheet has

been substituted showing the reason or basis for the deletion.  The subsections cited for withholding information from the enclosed documents

are marked below.

Washington, D.C. 20535

MAR 1 6 1989

The Hindenburg
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Excisions have been made to protect information exempt from disclosure
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During the review of material pertinent to the subject of your request, documents were located which

O

o

originated with another Government agency(ies).

These documents were referred to that agency(ies) for review and direct response to you.

contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies).

information following our consultation with the other agency(ies).

You will be advised by the FBI as to the releasability of this
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EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552

(A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign
policy and (B} are in fact properly classified pursuant to such Executive order;

related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency;

specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this titie), provided that such statute (A) requires that the
matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on the issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for
withholding or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld;

trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential;

inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation
with the agency;

personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy;

records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records
or information {A) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, (B} would deprive a person of a right to
a fair trial or an impartial adjudication, (C) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy,
{D} could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of a confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority

or any private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of a record or information compiled by
a criminal law enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security
intelligence investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, (E) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforce-
ment investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure
could reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the Jaw, or (F) couid reasonably be expected to endanger the life of physical
safety of any individual;

contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible
for the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or

geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells.

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a

information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding;

material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime
or apprehend criminals, except records of arrest;

information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to Executive Order 12356 in the interest of the national defense or foreign
policy, for example, information invelving intelligence sources or methods;

investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or privilege
under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuantto a promise that his/her identity would
be held in confidence;

material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant
to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056;

required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records;
investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian employment
orfor access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished information pursuant

to a promise that his identity would be held in confidence;

testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service
the release of which would compromise the testing or examination process;

material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person
who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his identity would be held in confidence.

FBI/DOWY

A



SUBIECHE__1HE W\ DENRER &

FiLE NUMPBER Lo\l

SECEION NUMBER_on

I SERIALS \- 42

BOBAL PAGES_ 2w

————

pkges RELEASED 193

pAgES wibhhelo 23

EXEMPBION(S) USEO 1, W1C, b1 Dy b2

L]




Mr., gt

Record of Telephone Call of VlSltnr _mLm

igBTl. :; TR r. Hmb;i

ohns Bopkins Eoo itad

¢ ~le-bhansd fron

A<iz~d Lo snerk to Mr. H“OVP“ end wag
advizsa through the operet v thet M. Hoover
WS o;t 5t town. He then asizd to coeril 1o
ths m2n acting in WMre Hdwvcr'ﬁ absence; he
wes accordingly trensferriu to Mr, Cuinn

Cuinn =dvis
SEI'ViICES
1--tion thrt t:_f' b

S Farera

BTAn T o T épg 6/\?/?0 /

;f:L A o RN 1

RliKﬂ&DEﬂ)
& : IL"' ,i-‘ Y
INDEXED i




"".’_' e T T j .
”~ - 4 e . } y ,. E

< “o . - ST e

_...b-\. K ) ' : i :

T IR : | . iy . i
ot .

P )

‘JOHN EDGAR HOOVER ST

3

DIRECTOR - Sl - t
jzhm'al ureau of Inuestioatian
Hnited States Repariment of Justice P 7
2\~ .
Washington, B. €. S@( v
PEF:RP lay 10, 1937 T Ig":j;;mTUﬂ CONTATRED b
P e 4 T T !t;’"T'

N O

N Lf RE: HINDENBURG DISASTER

;/’I/g,

(:SE/’ Mr. Connelley called with reference to this matier and steted that
Commender Rosendshl hgs heen very favorab Com~—

merce Committee. He stated that therg are two represengztivea of Senator Cope-

1end's committee at nxehurst,_E2i2E354gE{E%EZ_EEE_EQEQE%Q;lliﬁﬁﬁon, Hartney having
been appointed as Technical Adviser. onnelley steted that he does not believe
Commander Rosendah]l or the Commerce Committee is particularly fevorable to them,
but they have not teken any action egainst them except to listen to thelr suggestions.
Mr. Connelley seid that the first thing they had in mind was the foot tracks which
came in from the back gate on the west side of the reservation. There is & road
running elong there to which the public has access but there is a barbed wire fence
between the road and the reservation itself. At the time of the landing of the
ship there were many 5pectators and sutomobiles cutside of the fence, but after
the crash the general public swarmed over the field from ell directions and it was
some three or four hours before a'military patrol was established and the public
va3 excluded. These tracks were found leading from tids gate in the back where two
persons had undoubtedly climbed over the fence and walked into the reservation.

¥Mr. Connelley stated that it was first believed that these tracks were made by two
boys who were picked up on the seventh, but it wae further learned that the boys
have no pert in the picture and that they did not leave the tracks in guestion.

The tracks were appsrently made by some of the people who swarmed over the fleld.
However, Williemson hag talked with Senstor Ccpeland end has put emphasis on the

fsct that these prints are there and evidently Senator Copsland has become interested

in it. Mr. Connelley gteted that they have photographed the prints and also tsken

plager casts of them and that we could mdmmmw

find the personsto whom they belonged. However, Mr. Connelley stated tha ere

must be numerous other tracks of this kind in every direction from the reservetion,

end he does not believe that they bear sny significance but sgain they might lead

to someone who went to the post and did something there. Mr. Connelley stated that

one of the ideas advanced 1s that somebody went to the post and possibly shot the

ship down as 1t has been indicated that a survey is being mede of the ground with a \
8 1

lﬂl.u_uE S0lie eldipuy thllo-

e LI B
Mr. Connelley stated that Commander Rosendanl’ﬁa pproached

the suggestion that he assign & number of enlisted p@rsonnel—fo make & vegxﬁcareful
Theck of the Jield and it was gsuggested thet we be put in char q,o{ ;he investigation
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to instruct the men whet to look for. Mr. Connelley stated that that check could
be made anywhere in an area of 25 to 50 miles 1f a very careful check was to be
conducted as the ship circled around the field for some time before trying to land
due to the lightning and the storm.

Mr. Connelley stated that there is nothing to show that the ship ever
touched the ground in the United States on the last trip before catching fire,
end that perheps this point will be played up to Senstor Copeland. Mr. Connelley
stated that Roger Williamson, the supposed investigator for himself and Hartney,
suggested the metter of the Bureau directing the search of eld to him, Connelley,
‘&nd he told Williamson what our position was and suggested to Ei; that as t£§ Depari- —
ment of Commerce was making the investigation and the scope and extent of thd r
investigstion had not as yet beern indicated, any auxiliary investligetlon carried omn
ghould be submitted to them end their plan of action determined to see how far they
were going into 1it.

Mr. Connelley ststed that the field has been pretty well cleared off and
the possibility of finding enything besides tracks is very limited. He stated that
he could see nothing being accomplished in searching the field any more than any
other area over which the ship psssed during the two hours it was traveling around
waiting to land. He stated that ke has not discussed this with the Commerce Depart-
ment a8 our position haes been purely an observatory one with the possibility that
pomething might come up in the future. He also stated that he doesn't feel that the
Buresu should take the initistive to suggest to the Commerce Department that we con-

As 4 P W Bl b mod e a1 bobod dhat ke ws -
duct any investigation of the type sest out. Hs staied that hs was transmitting this

informetion to the Bureau so that it would be avallable in case any calls are received
from Senator Copelend, as these men will probably communicate &ll this information to
the Senator tonight.

Mr. Connelley stated that he was having stenvgraphers write up everything
that has happened to date and also Commender Rosendohl'!s statements of what occurred,
he being t!e man in cherge. Mr. Comnelley stated that it is to be noted that Hartney
and Williamson did not request any investigation but just went to Commander Rosendahl

and tried to get him to assign these men. Connelley stated that the Commander Indi-

cated to him confidentially that he was rot particularly_pleased with the ectlivities
of Hartney and Willismson and ‘Mr. Connelley also understands that the Department of
Commerce Committee also 1is not particularly favorable toward them.

Mr. Connelley stated that he feels that the Commerce and Ravy Departments
are going on all right with the investigation. He said there was some friction on
Saturdey between the two departuents, but that was ceused by some of the ranking officer:
end the Commerce Depertment is now actually conducting the investigation.

Respectfully,
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SAC Deveresux of the Newark Division telephoned me end said that a flash had
just come over the wires to the effect thet théCRindenburg had blown up fn ...
widsir Just as it was sbout to ]apd et Lekehurst, New Jersey. Mr. Devereaux

gald that inesmuch as this 1s ol &/reservation, he.ihought-he hed-better—go——T "

dorn there e&nd look the situstion over. s . 7, ;:3
“Rioornwy ([ O 4 Z /7 b

I told ir. Devereaux thet he could go down there, but under no circumstances *

should he start any investigetion without motifying the Buresu of the facts
:

involved so that = determinction might be made ss to whether.bho Puresu’ds
Justified in msking an investigetion. I told Mr. Deveresux that after he .
gets down there end looks the situation over, he should call us and advise . -
ug of the situation. . |
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Mr. Deveresux telephoned me from Lakehurst, and ssid that the Hindenburg

stertad to clircle the field for a 1anr1'lng et sbout 6;19 P_M. tendard time.

B2 UGd VoW U vl waw el “ siivy 5 s A r— |
After dropping the landing ropes st 6:25 P.M., the ship came in for a

landing, and when about 210 feet from the ground, fire broke out, due to en
explosion approximately 100 feet in front of the rear fin. The dirigible

was demolished by the fire. Of the 61 members of the crew and 36 pagsencers,
44 of the crew and 20 of the passengers are alive. Twenty-six unidentified
bodies have been recovered, and seven bodies are still missing. The explosion
was due to a hydrogen explosion. The American Zepplin Transport operated the

eirship, which wes in commsnd of Ceptaine Lehmsnn and Pruss.

Secretary of Commerce Roper is en route and is due tc errive in about 15
minutes. Seversl high officisle of ithe Navy are also coming there. There
appears to be nothing the Bureau can do at the present time.

Mr. Devereaux wanted to know whether he and lMr. Connelley, who went down there
with him, should get & list of the crew so that the information would be
available for future reference. I told bim that he should do nothing further
on this matter at this time; that if we need the names of the crew, that
informetion will undoubtedly be availsble from a number of sources later on.

I told hin thet at this time, there is nothing to indicete that the Bureau has
any invectis=tive jurisdiction, and consejuently, nothing s™ould be done in

= e et

ﬁhe pﬁemises. Mr. Devereaux and Mr. Connelley are retur~ing at once to
ewark.

Respectfully,
e %%m
Ve Vs .
. E. FOXYORTH.
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1937, addreesed to Clyde edvieing s
thet you hed forwarded s sixteer millismeter pr-nt of . N
the Hindenburg. ' BRI e T \

It ses thoughtful of you to wire as = ‘ \‘
you did end I apprecicte grectly your courtesy ln ' C
epending the print.
8incerely yours,

<. EdgsT Heover

S

. A - '..‘ ¥ . »
. 4 A y
ypemt nTTON COMTAINED T .

pTL TN LT SSTRLIED
CC-Nr. Yolson ' @ /~-FE 5 fP1 AL~
>
. !
s

.y
*

A /
'f!?
/"'
| WO



R )

"

- - 1

£ L r. T ¥
Syt b - Yoo,
JOHN .. HOOVER - : !
-/ PEF:CDW
L Federal Burean of Inuvestingation
' . ¥inited Btates Bepartypent of Fustice
Washington, A. ¢,

May 8, 1937.

ATT, TUTORMAPBTAL meye
Dl shoad STION CJ“T[&IIED

| | TURIIN S UNZIACSIFIED g
AT L9 RV S A o

' , &maosmn{q FOR MR. mmﬁﬁ_—\ o
o wE

Re: "Hindenburg"
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| .
1 ;/y/( telephoned Mr. Connelley at Newasrk, New Jersey, and informed hinm that_ Senstor
Copelend had telephoned the Bureasu upon receiving a cell from Lekehurst from one
C of kig men, ﬁoger;*illiémSOn, #ho, Mr. Connelley informs, is e clerk on the
h% \’\ Air Commerce Committee. Williamson informed Senator Copeland that about 1,000
y Teet down from where the accident occurred, they found certsin fooiprints which
/. were suspieious, but that the G-Men were not interested in these at 11, or
vere not jmpressed with the footprints. Mr. Connelley said thgt he knows &bout
this, having gotten the information from Lieutenant CommandepyReicheldorf, who
said that two young boys, who had been down in the swamp from the fleld there,
climbed over the fence and were within about 1,000 feet of the scene of the
accident when one of the guards accosted them and took them down to headquarters
where Lieutenant Commender Reicheldor{ gave them & lecture about cozing into
the field by climbing over the fence end turned them lcose.

Pl

g ol

Mr. Connelley said that Commander Reicheldorf saw nothing in this incldent to
get excited sbout, and he personslly sees mothing in it. The incldent in
gquestion occurred more than 3% hours efter the ship had gone down, and before
that time, the field wes covered with tracks of people who were there and who
gathered at the time of the accldent. '

L

Mr. Connelley said that he explained %o both Williamson and Coloneﬁzggrtney
the position of the Buresu &8s observers in this situation, and told them that

if they had anything they wanted us to look at, we would, of course, be glad

to do that, but in 60 far s eny investigation is concerned, they would have

to see Comucnder Reicheldorf. Mr. Connelley said he is sure that these tracks
were mede on tbe 7th, for the resson that he personally heard Coamcnier Relchel-
dorf tell the man in charge of the change of watch sbout the incident. Mr.
Connellay said that he further referred Williamson and Hertney to Commander
Reicheldorf for eny further informetion sbout the tracks. He seid he iz sure
that the Bureau can be subjected to no eriticism at a leter date in the event
ssbotage does arise by reason of our not conducting an investigation rclative

to these tracks. BMr. Comnelley is going to get the nemes and addresses of these

boys just for our general informetion. CQ ; /
ye d “DOORDED & INDEXED | 0 J— Z%» ) — ‘
Mr. Comnnellsy said that nothing of interest has developed today. e Nayy

Deperiment and ihe Depertament of Commerce hed s little Squabble{ﬁoday over (
which was going to hold its hearing first, and it w&sh{&h&}lﬁ?dah3aed that
the Departwsnt of Commerce would procead first, &adfagcordxnglg, ‘he ghip N
Lugne i ne Departaent of Commerce for, wse %
\CXOPIEShﬁiié)ﬁ?B;‘fjﬁn‘d over officielly to the Dep en '
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they may eare to meke of it in so far as an investigation 1s concerned. The
investigation and the hearings will start Monday.

The Chief Radio Operator died this morning, and Captaiékgéhmann died last
night about 6310 P.M.

Respectfully,

’

CORAL)
P. E. FOXVORTH.



A1, TREORATION COMATNED
FRIIN g5 v%uqsx?m‘si*;-

 FBI NEWARK < 5'.3-37]:
Frn'-,. o '
il

1y

IRSHIP HINDE
L

’l

'RErERENCE

A
;ronat IN ACTION AT xsuunsr,>
‘%PHMANN AND W LL SPECHT - RADIO OFFICER - HAVE DIED SINCE URECK

s ——

~ SEVEN BODIES OF VICTIMS ACCOUNTED ;03 BUT NO IDENTIFICATION POSSIBLE
A YET. BALANCE OF DEAD HAVE BEEN PASSED BY cononza OF OCEAN COUNTY
AS IDENTIFIED AND READY ron BURIAL. BSA QUINN sucszsrzn TO COMMANDER
~ ROSENDAHL THAT THEY anz ALL sonxzs 1nznrrr1zn To A NAVAL. REPRESEHTATI
BEFORE THEY ARE REMOVED 10 umnznraxgn AT FEW '?gﬁf cxf¥." AS TO THE 3
UNIDENTIFIED USA 1S TO ADVISE ruzn ruaraza._ HAJOR R w _SCHROEDER AND

PT OF CoOMM g;_! QTART OPEN INQUIRY 'MONDAY AT gfﬁ\

i

—nc '-.-u

SOUTH TRiHM OF DE

AM QS TO VRECKs THE NAVAL INQ UIRY ILL BE HELD IN ABEYANCE PENDIﬂG

e o o | 47 A1/ 90 ]

é

 FORMER LT. coL. HAROLD E BARTNEY AND. cﬁ%nﬁ E"lbvf’”iﬁﬂéoﬁ‘dr

US SENATE COMMITTEE ON COMM. SENATOR R § ot lnF Rk Mae a7
- ‘ .S DEFARTMENT OF JUSTICE

.

s

»

i

- ¢

{ LAXEHURST, TODAY THEY STATED THEY HAD rounn~4a&e§‘ _MEN_LEADIN
P ) ﬁﬁ i !
. ovzn A BACK FENCE OF nzsznvATI?; ALONG THE ROAD ABOUT onairuou AND

-

\ ”"{mu’i \h 1..\.»39 md ‘,.fr_'. PR T



' fxacxs wznz wzav sznr-tv:nxur. nanruzv.nun aILL;auson anv:szn rn;v“;a%

.-..__,.,,,. -g.:_,qu-, PRI e ek L i ke 8

- = A BEEN sEAncnznc rstn‘rnn rxpLonzn-cun SﬂILLS:aPPARENTLY bxxns-af~~
THE DPINION Pznsous nan conz ou TﬂE rszn AND r:azn'ubon Tﬂt"°1 rg}::—

B p..J s _‘,_a\,, j:‘k o "‘ e l /‘

¢

[ -'-,’
N . A i

T "k

SHI LANDING CREU AHD ALL HAVAL OBSERVERS UERE A&L R T
?.

LA
E ccxazur .5 0B ss“v_u

- nutn e .
1HE SHIP AT 1T TIHE 9

r'!l"

ur
R Tl
v P e T

A
n

'I:’

,L‘ﬁ

, "AND REFERRED THEH TO LT. COHDR. REICHELDERFER TOR NFORHATION AS TO .
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/ f O UyINDENBERG," Lakehurst, N. .
I

Dear Sir:

The press this morning and this efternoon con-
teins reports to the effect thet there is & possibility that {

tne "lindenberg" wes saboteged. g =

In connection therewith, it waes felt that the I
i following infarmetion might be of some interest to the Bureau,

1t V ) n ] *

The Duily #orker,” official organ of the Com=
ji munist ferty of Ameriea, in its issue of April 24, 19037, spoke
rﬂ of a contemplated meeting to be held at the Uecca Temple,

- Friday eveninp, April 30, 1037, at which meeting it was ed-
vertised that Msjor-Uenersl Smedley Darlington Butler would
speak, along with a Miss Tony Sender, who hed been a member
of the German Reichstep for fourteen yeers, and Heinrich
iann, end thet the meetinp wers to be & benefit relly and

concert, sponsored by the suprorters of the Anti-jezi Ger-
mAN SCLIiel.

"

"The Daily worker, in its issue of April 27,
1¢57, printed mnother erticle, headlined, "German Seamen's
.-1;“' Union Orgenizer Speeks ¥ridey." The srticle states, in pert,
i that the crganizer will tell how Anti-~-Nazi seamen do perilous
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underground work aboard giant Reich liners plowing between New
York end Gerueny, and that the meeting would teke place at the
Mecca Temple, 133 West 55th Street, New York City, and that

it would be a mass meeting, and that the orgenizer, who wes
then (April 27, 1237) in New York Harbor sboard a Nazi steam-
ship, would come to the meeting, puerded by American ssilors,
and that he would speak, hidden by a mask. It was agein steted
that General Butler wouléd speak. p

"The Daily Worker," issue of April 29, 1937,
printed an article entitled, "Seamen Who Fight Hitler," by
Rex Pitkin, which tells more of the contempleted Mecca Temple
meeting. The Fitkin article spesks of the mesked men, how
Pitkin met him and called him "Karl," and thet sarl wes &
seaman on & Neazi liner, and how Karl offered him, Pitkin, a
cigarette, and, after Fitkin had 1it it, it went out, end
how Karl smiled end seid, "Break it open," and thet, upon the
ciperette's being opened, there was found contaired in it a
“1ghtly rolled, thin pilece of paper. FPitkin opened it and
reed 8 messeare to Germen soldiers, workers, and peasants,
telling them to unite against the sending of Hitler's soldiers
to Spain, etc. It was rijned by Heinrich iann, brother of
Thomes wenn, heed of the newly-formed German Liberty League
in Germany.

The erticle then states how "Karl" told of how
these cigerettes were distributed amony the members of Germen
crews on Germen liners, and how Karl then exhibited a copy
of the organization's underground seamen's mper, "Schiffehrt,”
and told of meny such underground papers being distributed
in Germeny in many industries, and how the successful strike
of fifty thousend Americar semmen in the United States wes
forced, and how eight thousand Germen seamen each month who
entered the Port of New York, left the Schiffahrt” and other
litersture where they could be picked up by the crews, and
how they ere eble to recognize the Gestapo agents (German
secret &gents) who ere on board every Germen liner,

The Pitkin erticle will be found ettached.
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In the April 30, 1937, issue of the "Daily Work-
er," front pege, there wes published a picture of a man with
his fece covwered by 2 mask, mlled "Hans Schmidt.” Underneath
is a news article relating to the picture, with the heading,

"Fight of Anti-Nazists in Germany. Masked German Speaks at Relly
Tonight." The news article quotes Schmidt as seying, "We use

e hectograph with wax impressions. We get the news by radio
from the underground stations in Germany and from the Spenish
Govermment stations in Madrid and Valencia,"”

Continuing, the erticle states that Hans Schmidt
is not the mesked man's correct name, but that he is merely
using it this week -- that Schmidt wes interviewed by members
of the New York press aml that he explained to them the means
by which the undergrouid Germen Seamen's Union regularly issues
news bulletins aboard hundreds of Cerman ships, saying, "We
have such hectopraphs on every important ship flying the Ger-
men flag.”

It statad that Schmidt stood in the center of &
room in the home of Professor Kargaret Schlauch, of New York
University, number 2 Horatlio Street, his face fully masked
to shield his identity, and told of the workings of the under-
ground system; thet Schmidt was to be protected at the meeting
by sixty members of the Intermational Seemen's Union; that
Schmidt's voice would be the first authentic wvoice of under-
ground Germany to be heard in America. It stated that the
interview lasted ninety minutes, and thet there was present
8 reporter of the "New York Sun,” who constantly kept firing
q estions st Sehmidt.

Every issue of the "Daily Worker" since the '
first amouncement of this meeting has been cerefully scrutin-

ized et this office, but nothing has appeared therein indicaet-
ing that the meeting ever took place.

yours R

N. LU.{DON,
Speci gent in Charge

W +BC
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FIGHT HITLER - =
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Y friend, Xarl, a seaman on a Nazi liner, and I sat jn w
. a little cafe on the Jower EASt Side, drinking beer, and .

talking about the wonderful victories the pegple of* Spain
L. were winning sgainst Franco and Hitler and Muzsolini, :
.  Karl held out » package of cinrettea “I:hve one?" he uked
I . I told him I didn't smoke. oy
) *But youll-enjoy this dgtrette" he ‘lntlsted “It's made of n.nt.l-n
" Iascist tohacco.” Frel
t Hesitatingly and curfously I lit tbe c!sa:ette and puffcd on -
! It didn’t taste any different tlun other dnrettu Buddenly it went’
¢ out.
{ Ilookedst!;ulinsurprlse Hesmned w-sthi:uneo!thou+
: trick exploding cigarettes—which had falled to siplode? . .~
: “Break it open,” he suggested, sippirg his large achooner of beer.
i | “Find out why it doesn't burn.”
} ' I tore the cigarette apart, and’in 1is center betwesn the tobacco
: and its ends was & tightly rolled plece of thin paper.. I unraveled it
and In amarement read:
*German - soldiers! Ger'man workers and peasanis! Hitler's
 erimé has reached s npea? He & now sending German soldiers
{o Spain, Thia Joreign adltfnturc is for the ber.eﬁt of the trailor
Franco, :
“You will be staughtered Lo benefil Fram nnd the rich men |
of Spain. Why should the German people—who are Franco's
enemies—be made to fight for Franco mﬂm t}u Spuuim peoplc
who are defending their democracy?
: . *Hitler sends troops to Spain noi alone tn mz intereats DI
£ Spanish reactionaries but also in the intercats of the German
capitalists. Hitler has embarked ox the Spanish venture because . 3
: ] heho:oes}nrawuyou!—-buthhdﬂmtiliaevitable” S s
N . ror!ommnmesmeiuﬂetwentonaxphmlnz!nmnm
¢ - sucelrct sentences the ressons why Germen troops should not fight
Eitler’s and Franco's war in Spain. Jt _#¥&s signed by Heinrich Mann,
brother of Thomsas Mann, distinguished novelist who just 161t Amarica )
last week-end. Heinrich is head of the newly foarmed Germm leert:.y \
Pnrty, t.he People’ s l"ron’t. movement
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"I locked at Karl in amazement, - -
“There are many of us,” he said, “Who aTe very pohte
We offer our co (1] orew -tizarettes at every opportundty. -
eapuEs TRe NIr MgareM‘Very “much. They sre very snxious

£ ‘for them, and we see that they receive them reguiarly.

} vAfter . we give our friends rigareitas g few times” he continued,
. “we carefully make it a point to leave one.of these in s place where
fhey ate sure io find them.” He held up & wmsll paper. -

~mama—t “This 15 the Bchiftahri, the underground r ot
! There are many Such papers in many industries.” He Md rrom the i

sheets: -

ALL INFOPMQTION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS U!‘.‘CLAS.SIFIED
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IDThe government troops on fhe Guadalajers j

AD

“Aave ax their opponents exclusively Itelian - ¢r Py

mamwmwmmwumwunttmm

in the entire province, .. _

~Our people’s army -propagunds tirough the Joud speckers ”.'t:‘
whmemurmmmmvmuMerxhbu .
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R Huemmethmmswhm-meorhtmtmwmnm- :
_ ... msn dexcribing the miserable living coriditions aboard the German
ships. Here on page Tour was an article entitled “Die Deutsche Op-
position,” written by Helarich Mann, and here was "S5 arDicle reccunt- |

_ ing the successful SrikE o ihe 50,000 American stamen with & listing

" in-detall of the demands that they forced from the shipowners. And
‘m the -back two peges were articles describing briefly -bul elmly_

%
1
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Hitlar's war sgainst the Catholic and Prolestant hurches.

M#qumwmhh‘m Yorkhurbor oo

weuervmnth," Karl told me. “dnd there ian't a single boat that
Ieaves this harbor that doemn't have the Schifichsi and other
deafeis scattered aboul in places where dnemders of the crew wre o -,

.ﬂre to ﬂM thm Y 7 - M ALRTEW AP N o

L "We_are, of course, - unabiz to ho!d large unior meetiaos'- s
They~re=efrictly forbidder. 1t i dificult sometimes fo ever .
1alX to members of the crew. Walie have ears. )

“S0 popers and magazines are our best orpanizers, rhey are
the best, the quickesl, The surest woy 10 racch German seamen.
And believe me German workers are Rungry for our literature”

“But isn't # a dnngerous business, distributing undu-:round

/ material?” I asked.
—40f _course. We are st all Hmes)very caretul. nverypieoeof

v S, e A Py © S e v-—‘g-f?-w

e et

Uterature, every leafiet and every papell that 15 put abosrd & boat 1a°
care ted. 'There are Ge!tapo sgentsonevery boat lndwe
Have {0 Walfh our step. h
0 "When I ug__ag_e;l don't mean just the German muqum
. aboard the oceah-going Hners. ‘We' includes ~ail TRé~American
of the flaht cozinst Hillerion. It costs money io make

Eibialr
«  supporters of th t cgginst Hitler
“trick cigaretles Ghd 10 phint the Schiffahrt, Weseimen don't make
_much, and even ¢ third of that & dirccﬂy tazed by the menl ’

_ menl,
“S80 our anti-Nazi friends here have gotlen together in an m:m
r.at.mn calied the __yppgrters of Anti-Nad Gernan seam_ggw ra.tse

ihe qouurs o keep our ict'n'v'ﬂuy BOing.

it's_more, they're running & benefit concert and rally Friday
night. at Mecca Tempie W keep the ball romng—-n.s rnu my here in
America. o

JENSE S T
]

.
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“*Will you be there?” 1 asked. ° :

i .. “Oh, no, that's a ticklish business. I don’t want the
Gestapo ngent.s to find me st an &nii-Naz rally in New York It,

[ would do my bealth no good when I gei back to Germany. .

’ “But ome of our leaders wiil be there, masked and protected by .

} sixty Amerloan seemen. He will tell the story oI conditions In Ger-

]

]

i

u:mu_y, uu.: Yehl uwn;

Karl lifted his stein of beer. “Prosit,” he nid
i ) in his eyes was a foraway 1657 Gnd I was sure that he was -
. v thinking of tomorrow—when the people of Germany will unite f
iu the new Liberty Purty and wfll again uumm: a jrerenmly .
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R;FERENCE URECK AIRSHIP HINDENBURG.i
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INDIVIDUALS GAVE RESIDENCE SS GERMANTOUN PHILADELPHIA P

S = e o --s- B T I

ORITIES.STATE THESE TVWO BOYS CAUGHT COMING THROUGH RESERVATION FRDM o

P T = - _;‘rr—i.j. - B i L 2 ST & SL'\"”-‘-Mf"- M ok 4. H z_"."“u‘ P&"M Ltk - AT

'NORTHERLY nxnscr:eu. SITUS OF ]lllll FOOT PRINTS REFERRED TO BY COPELAND
| conm:rrss INVESTIGAATOR ARE LOCATEDIN 2 WESTERLY BIRECTION Aﬁﬁﬁiﬁ THE
;nosr OPEN PORTION OF RESERVATION. LANDING CREW PERSONNEL INFORM THAT

AT TIME OF HINDENBURG APPEARANCE AND ATTEMPTED LANDING THEFENCE AND

£ ROAD BOUNDING SOUTH AND HEST SIDES OF RESERVATION UERE THICKLY POPU~

Ti—iﬁ‘i"__ FGGT F“ ’1 :u’.r.n E ‘.NG viE"'l' ATORS.

PHOTOS TAKEN OF THESE PRINTS AND rononaow zryonrs UIL E MADE TO HAKE
CASTS THEREOF, NAVY PERSONNEL STATE THAT GN cnasu or HINDENBURG ENTRY”T

WAS MADE TO THE RESERVATION FROM ALL SIDES BY SPECTATORS AND THAT THISi

R

ENTRY INCLUDED THAT LOCATION WHEREIN PRINTS UERE  _ FDUND, ALSO THAT

-
*

IT WAS SOME THRVE OR FOURHOURS BEFORE SENIQY PATROLS WERE ESTABLISHED
AND MAINTAINED AND ALL OUTSIDERS EXCLUDED FROM THE RESERVATION. DEV-
l ERFAUX, VETTERLI AND MYSELF LEAVING NEWARK SEVEN'THIRTY AN TOMORROU

;L\ ARRIVING LAKEHURST NINE AN. CHN BE REACHED THROUGH CQMMANDER ROSENDAHL.
,.;?__!.u—ua'r"f'”\\l CﬁNTP‘Im e DTED | J N F2r= =
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I telephoned Nr. Connelley et Newark and told him that when IQad % ans-
mitted to you his comment last evening sbout the above entitled matter,
you wanted to moke sure that Mr. Connelley had made our position clear

to CaptainYRosendahl. Mr. Connelley said that he has by all means made
perfectly ‘clasr to a1l parties concerned down there the exact position

of the Bureau. I told him you wenied the Ceptein to know with reference
to hie indication he mght went the Bureau to make the search of the field

=i .- - -—
that, of course, the Bureau could not conduct sach investigation at the

request of a Congressional Committee; that if the Captain himself hed some
interest in the metter,we perhaps would take & different attitde towa.rds
the situstion and would give it consideratlon.

I mentioned to Mr. Connelley that while the office waes at Trenton, we
conducted some kind of an Investigetion or received complaints that

- people in that vieinity were taking shots at the various blimpe and

COPIpS

8 (<

dirigibles around there, and that I recalled the shots were probsbly

coming from fishing boats out on the sea. Mr. Comnelley said that

while he did not see the actusl ship, he understands that someone has
taken a shot et one of the Army all-metal ships. Mr. Connelley said
that 1t will possibly develop later in this investigation that asomeone
will say that they saw flames coming out of the ship as she came over
the field the first time. One of the officers to whom Mr. Connelley
talked indicated that he thought he sew flames coming out of the ship

as she came over the field. Mr. Connelley further seid that some farmer
down there took & shot at one of the Army ships there, and then called up

the sirport and told them that if the planes game ovsr hls.plece m‘.a_...’m..,*""f'“"—"'

was going to shoot et t}ﬁegoﬁ%ED & INDEXER - (OGJ\‘ 43L?é -

Mr. Comnelley said that the Commerce Committel end, Captiin, Raserdahl st hid
men look upon the Congressional Committee wi‘hh soze ridicule., He gaid fthat
Captain Resendshl was very much incensed over t.he fact Nreh, ik Coddressional
Committee would even suggest to the Bureau men what, we ghg" d.day oI otkeer
lrords, he feels that if there is any Agency capsble of

_—

v 4

the situation, the Burean is the agency which ‘ would be capable of g:“l.tE
without any outside suggestions. Horever, Mr .‘ Connelley sgid """’trL"m i

keeping his relations with all parties concerned«m -this metteron w friendly
basis. o {bé? . L
DESTHOY LD gcy &V O

oY

bl J.U iy

2



R by el R PR il

K. AREE

-

\nf\b

Memo for Director - 5/11/37

Nr. Connelley said that Hartney of the Congressional Committee got himself

anmalomdbad aa adeld saw sam dha nl\“\n\ﬂ“na Mommd + 4+ an anAd 1w +hn+ rorontide 4a
Pw.l-l.luwu B GUYLDDL Wi WD WML & A D wm"'ﬁv’ Gllid el WAG Y WG SR VT *B

privileged to propound questiona of various kinds to the witnesses. This
he has done on occasions, bringing in & bunch of theories which he persona.lly
has as to how this matter could have happemed. - I -

I told Mr. Connelley that of couraa, the Bureau cannot conduct any investi-
gation for the Congressional Committee for the reason that the Bureau is
without power to do so, but the relations had with the Bureau men by these
other persons ghould at all times be kept on = friendly besis.

Mr. Connelley sd 4 that the hearirgs are apparently going to be held every
other day, and we will keep in touch with those. He said he will probably
have Vetterli and Devereaux attend these sessions while he attends court
gt Newark on thdllpestter.

Respectfully,
(N —
W

E. A. TAMM.
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AS AVLOYAL OERMAN " T
STEVEDORE 00T INTOVON KLEISTS CONFIDENGE AND DREW % . [~ ::

FROM HiM DETAILS ABOUT THE ARSON BOMB PLOTTERS.

: Dr.SCHEELE , NORKING WITH A
$10,000 FUND, HAD MEMBERS OF AN N~ _
TERNED GERMAN SHIPS @REW CONTRIVE
LEAD PIPE INTO SMALL SECTIONS SUITABLE
) FOR THE BOMBS, USING THE WORKSHOP ON
THEIR STEAMER. . VON KLEIST AND DR.
SCHEELE WouLD HDQ THE CHEMICALS ;THEN
HIRE INTERNED GERMAN SEAMEN TO PLANT
THEM ON SHIPS . WHEN THE AGED VON
KLEIST DU6 UP ONE OF THE BOMBS FOR.
THE SLEUTH IN HIS BABKYARD, HE WAS -
PUT UNDER ARREST. GONFESSING , HE
NAMED NINE CONFEDERATES . ALL WERE
CONVIRTED UPON CONCLUSIVE EVIDENCE-
Ml LINKING PR.E'CHEELE WITH GERMANYY
T . PROPOGANDA HEADS IN AMER®,

.

LATER, WHEN HE WAS CAPTURED AFTER.
ELUDING ARREST FOR TWO YEARS, DR.SCHEELE
GAVE THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENTTHE SECRETS
HE KNEW OF THE GERMAN SPY SYSTEM. HE ALSO
TURNED OYER SEVERAL INVENTIONS, ONE

OF WHICH RELATED YO THE LOADING OF

HIGH EXPLOSIVE SHELLS ., BEQAUSE

OF THIS AID, DR.SCHEELE WAS

GIVEN A LIOHNT SENTENRE —- HE MAD

TO SERVE ONE DAY IN THE eUSTODY

OF A UNITED STATES MARSHAL S
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RN -—A Clnld Mun Tonch the Fnre,
~ Says the Legend, but a Touch
- of Murder Was Not Enougb

for chma!d Pcrcmd. “ea -

NJ’ulsz bftheﬂ :
year 1923, a Sat-" "
urday . pight, a
‘ mxdd!e-agcd woman en-
tered the police station in
Lambeth, that district of
London on the Surrey .
- side of the Thames. fac- o "'_f
ing Parliament. . L : T els
-She gave her name as Mrs. Norns YRUE [ SHORT
and told the sergeant in charge that - o, e o Ay
she was worried about the confinued -~ -7 LY L . AT
absence of her landlady, Mrs. WMabel " vooming-house in York Road. She b
Edmunds ~who kePt a three-story left suddenly and her rooms were ne-
: _padlocked.
Mrs. Norris occupied the room ne
- -to Mrs. Edmunds’, and since they we
.. separated only by a folding door, &i
could not help hearmg what went «
next door if voices were raised.
On Saturday afternoon a week pas
she heard Mrs. Edmunds having
P fierce argument with her nephew, Fre
) Jesse, who had been living in the hous
since January. The quarrel was cor
cerning the sum of forty pounds whic!
Jesse owed his aunt. They hurled bit
ter names at each other and were stii
heartily at it when Mrs. Norris had t
go out to have tea with a friend.
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‘Something drew n;-'. thers She returned to the house at elever
O S porntch his friend ~The first thing she noticed was tha
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mparing these new" pnnts with- the
es magmhed “on “the pnotogfa

Y ou—-got—prints -
pves?” Axel gasped. tiny bits of

his trap mouth. o

pond with yours?” " T
“Yes, damn you all, they do"’ he

w an Illllual- EEADTLLLY ML,

fools who could make money!” .
[ And then, still struggling frennedly,

to hold him up. Then at a sign from

,arms and legs. Tremblingly, Lieuten-
.+ ant Connor snicked the bracelets.
¥ aWell, there is your murderer, Mr.
Canute Rygaard, your own half-
brother!” said Jigger gravely then.
“He had the knowledge of an encyclo-
pedia at his command—and the up-to-
date information about poisons and
“bombs which the experts who wrote for
Columbian Senmior, would give him
verbally, without a thought!”
“Axel!”” cried the publisher, hls
voice breaking piteously.

crite!” snarled Axel from the ground.
“Just because you were lucky enough
t5 make money, you could patromze
“ybetter men!”
“Never mind him. He’s almost in-
ne, but not near enough so he won’t
o the chair,” snapped Masters. “He

ﬁted your fortune, and that of your
He planned to kill you both, and

- »'.'r

... went 1o make a preumse of--

1'.00, ‘that exira “million  would gu 30 i,

—~from —suade«-—- “Axd also. ‘His attempt to kill Mgt
- Severn and Mrs. Ackerman bypmson. ShamEl

ite foam appea.rmg»at themmers ﬂ-—yvoumlaytopersoml hamd.i‘_thmk“-*"‘”"
e 15 atwtsted sort of Puntan, = T

“Yes, there they are! Do they oor- grown. ;;:_w AU
= ' And the cultured -
Axelﬂeiavered himself of a word for -

W reeched, his heavy voice suddenly ~women which came straight”from the

anlala .o oy U Enloaidn mibad -

; oo! 1 hated all of them—ignorant " -

he tried to throw himself on the
2 ground. For a minute the police tried”

Masters they dropped him with a

- - thump and fell on top of his threshing

“Go to the devil, you ignorant hypo- .

L

“Yah, those—

it which mnghf better have ey
PR

Neaal-
Nl bl WM. YA

I hated her! I wanted Canute -deadl >stayed back thete in-classic Athens, -
But Mrs. Ackerman only ﬁxcked the ~°°
" ash from.the end of her little cigar, -~
down into the livid face on the ground o

Then she turned away with a shrug.’,
“All right, you can take him away,”

said Jigger. “He will be one of thevery =

few criminals I’ve encountered, whom =~

I'll be glad to know 1s electrocuted !
He—" .
- “Well, that pleasure wxll be demed

you!"-snarled Axel, but in a fainter

voice. “Did you imagine a man of my

caliber—would—embark on——cmne—-‘q

w:thout—ccrtam—-prccaut—?" -
That Iast word was never

Shudders suddenly attacked the -
cumbent editor, and all the strength"of o
three police could not prevent his back.

. from arching; and the death struggle

from going its twenty seconds to the
end.

Later, on the little finger of his left.
“hand they found his cameo ring had

been twisted and the flat-cut gem de-

‘pressed. There had been a tmy needle,

and a rubber sac. More pmson.

No one ever was sorry that instead
of a frenzied, contemptuous half-mad-
man prisoner, a corpse was carried to
the police car, and out of the grounds
of Canute Rygaard's estate,

‘.
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Far your mromtion. the inwestigntive
activities of the Tedoral Buresu of Investigationa

r certain Tederal laws, In She absence of informe-
tion icdieating that a Yedercl law over whioh thh

. wiolsted, mo {nvestigation will bo oaxduotod relative
to the Hindeudurg atsaster, /- 5, 3 )
ST s " e i e X
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- for your telechons esll to ¥r. Quinmm,.
in ay atssxce, in shich you olfered yowr serviees in
sonneotion with the efir disaster fnvolving the

} Although tale Pureau has no Jurisd

shatsoever over this matter, and
belirg sonducted by represeutstives of the
' Gomreree sed Onited Stales Wavy, T do want you to now
that T feel it wes & splendid of a7 op your part to be
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER f }‘W yoT
PIRECTOR "..". - . v -

. Federal Burean of Investigation

_ Bnited ?tatpn Aepartment of Justice

TDQ:RCL MWashington, B. €.
Nay 8, 1937. ’///4;;_*3
MBMORANDOM FOR MR, TOLSON.
1

WG . /!

wil
3

ma?ﬁms Hopkins Hospital of
Baltimore called (he, inciden is on the training school
ptaff) end wanted to tender his services in comnectlon wlth the

air disaster which took place recently.

He was informed that, of course, the Bureau
had no jurisdiction in this matter; that the investigetions in
this pegard were under the suvervision of the Neval authorities,
but that he could be assured that if eny inquiries were made of
the Director for a person well qualified to act in this manner
he would surely keep his services in mind.

m?stated that, of course, he did not
want to appear for and he realized he would have to be sponsored
by someone else other than himself, but that he was very much

:nterested in the matter; had certain ideas and thought possibly
his services could be utilized.

Respectfully,

=< >

T. D. Quinn.
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Jomm EDGAR HOOVER : .

/" omsictor . :
- EAT:CDW : o
Federal Bureau of Imnuvestigation e
Hnited Etaten Bepartment of Fustice ‘ /
Eanhingt:m B.C. Q‘
May 12, 1937. |
\ .
Timg - 5:10 P. M. i
MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRFCTOR
a' Re: © Hindenburg.

., ¥r. Connelley telephoned me from Rewark, Rew Jersey, and seid thet ¥r.
/’yf Vetterli and Mr. Deveresux had just returned from Lakehurst where they hed
- ettended the hearings. During the course of the hearings, SouthATrimble
/f’ ; of the Depertment f Commerce suggested that the Department of Commerce

commitiee couldé pocsibly use the Buresu in conducting some investigation
reletive to this matter. He suggested that the Buresu could get a list
of the passengers, find out from them who was there to meet them, snd then
interview those persons a&s to what they saw. Then, too, some newe photo-
grapher took some color pictures of the disaster, and they went the varlous
photograrhers interviewed to determine what they saw. In other words, they
went the Bureau to go out and do the leg work for them, while they sit
inside and esk the witnesses a bunch of theory questions. Mr. Trimble
said, hovever, that if the Bureau could not cover this investigation, he
coulé probebly get his own inspectors to do it. Mr. Trimble made this

request orall} but formally of Mr. Vetterli todsiyw
day.
back todey RECORDED & INDEXED 62— 4/ §r790~/

Mr. Connelley is of the personel opinion that we should nét ' secept ‘thipT A1
situstion for investigetion, but thet the proper parm t ryo the

investigetion are the inspectors of the Depertment o erce. / fooh
g RN O

I told ¥r. Connelley that we would be talking with you on he tflephone,

& fer minutes, and that I would discuss thle sltuation g%t

decision in the premises. t & &

e G & s
I telephoned Mr. Connelley back and told him you had suggested that Mr.
Vetterli get in touch with Mr. Tritble and suggest that the Commerce
Committee can get a list of the passengera from the zeppelin people
themselves. I told him that you are somevhat hesitent about seying "no®
-point blank to the request for the reason that the Preosident has requested
ell Governmental agencles to cooperaté :, but that you believe if someone
telks to Trimble mnd tells him that the Bureau will be glad to work with
the inspectors of the Department of Commerce, thus indicating & cooperztive
attitude but not offering to ac-ept the entire responsibility, it will be
all right; that if they want to put & couple of Commerce inspectors on the
\ job, —e will put a couple of our men on the situstion to work wlth them
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and interview as many of these people as we can.

Mr. Connelley believes this is en excellent idea, and said that he would have
Mr. Vetterli see lr. Trimble the first thing in the morning before the hearlings
start and put the proposition up to him as outlined above. Mr. Connelley
believes that Mr. Trizble will think this is all right, and will undoubtedly
agree to 1t.

E. A. T
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Federal Burean of Jruwestigation

Huited States Bepartment of Justice

936 Reymond-Commerce Building,
Newark, New Jerssy.

May 17, 1937.

*\\ Director,

Federal Buresu of Investigation,
™. washington, D. C.

N
RE: WRECK OF AIRSEIP HINDENBURG.
Déar Sir:

There is transmitted herewith the original and four coples
of a memorandum prepared by me regarding the testimony of various
witnesses who appeared begore the Board of Inquiry representing the
Department of Commerce atflakehurst, New Jersey in connection with
the instent case. This testimony was glven on the dates of May 12,
13, i and 15, 1937.

Very truly yours,
Q) A besnrm—r
W. S. DEVEREAUX,
Special Agent in Charge.
WSD: ML
70-15
ENC. - 5
see wemesvemTon PANTATNED
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l MEMORANDUM FOR THE REPORT
B

Newark, New Jersey
May 16, 1937

Following is the testimony of the various witnesses who

thus far have appeared before the Board appointed by the Department of
Commeroe of the United Stetes, whioh Board is heeded by South Trimble,

of the Department of Commerce. It will be recalled that the testimony
given before this Board on May 10, 1937, was previously submitted to the
Buresu by cover letter of Inspector E. J. Connelleye. The following re-
presents the testimony given before the Board under date of May 12, 13, 14

and 15, 1937.

On May 12, 1937, Lieutenant Reymond F. Tyler, First Grade,
T. S. Navy, presently stetioned at the Naval Base, Lakehurst, New Jersey,
was heard before the board, and he testified as follows:

2] That he was on duty on May 6, 1937, et Lakehurst, New Jersey,
N acting in capacity of being in charge of the ground crew, which was made up
3 of Navy perscnnel and ecivilien personnel.
b Lieutensnt Tyler stated that, regarding his background
;; - insofar as lighter-than-air ships are oconcerned, he can point to nineteen
R years' association therewith. He informed that during the World Wer, he
_j! served as hydrogen officer at the American Air gtatlion on the French Coast,
K and was in charge of the manufacture of hydrogen for five blimp type balloons
which were being used in coastel patrol work. After the war, Lieutenant Tyler
continued as en officer in France for one and one-half years, and he then

became qualified ms & pilot in non-rigid airships, and was subsequent thereto
stationed mt Pensacola, Floride, &t the Nevy Basse Following this essignment,
Lieutenant Tyler was assigned to the Balloon Corps that was affiliated with the
Aylentic Fleet, end on the completion of this duty he was ordered to Lakehurst,
New Jersey, for active duty with the American Airship Shenandcah. He states
that he observed on this ship from the time of its conditioning in the fall of
1923, to the spring of 1924, et which time he was againt rensferred to Lakehurst,
New Jersey, for duty, which duty had to do with & smaller type airship.
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Lieutenant Tyler stated that except for e 2—1/2 yearst sea cruise, he has
been associated with lighter than air ships in some form or other since

the year 1916. During this time he served five years on the Alrshlp Los
Angeles and in the fall of 1935 he went to Burope with the Navy Balloon

Team, at which time this Team competed at Warsaw, Pcland in the International
Balloon races. Following the Balloon races, he stated he went to Friedrichs-
bafen, Germaeny, where the Hindemburg Airship was built, and at that time, he
was taken on & tour through the Hindenburg by the son of Dr. Hugo Eokener,
the German Airship techniciane During this tour, Tyler informed that he

was observing and obtaining informetion on the operative apparatus of the

ship, as well as its general mechanical features. On thie tour, he stated
that he was given free sccess to all parts of the Hindenburg.

Regarding the orash of the Hindenburg at Lekehurst, New Jersey,
on the evening of May 6, 1937, Lieutenant Tyler related thet word had been
received at the Naval Base, Lakehurst on Mey 5 that the time of the landing
of the Airship Hindenburg had been changed from 6:00 &.me on the morning of
Mey 6. Prior to the receipt of this information, all of the ground eguipment
at Lakehurst had been retested and found to be in satisfactory conditionm.

It was decided that the Hindenburg was to lend st 6:00 pem. on Mey 6, rather
than st 6;00 &.m.; that this 6:00 p.m. was Eastern Daylight Saving Time, and
at 5:00 p.m., Daylipht Saving Time, general quarters was sounded, and the
ground erew assembled to receive final instructions for the grounding of

the Hindenburg.

Acoording to Tyler, the ground personnel was broken up as
follows

Six men making up the mest orew, ten men meking up the yawl
g, two men on the number cne yawl gulde, two men on the number two
yawl gulde, eix men on the main wire guide, four men on the yswl guide coupling
party, forty men on the forward car yawl guide, thirty men on the stern yawl
guide, thirty-four men on the forward landing lines of the port side and
thirty-four on the forward landipng starboerd side, thirty-three on the stern
landing port side, twenty-three on the stern landing starboard side, one on
the passenger exit, onme & truck driver, and five on the traotor that wes

mounted on rails.

According to Tyler, each of these details%:::lsupervised by
commanding officers and all of these group leaders had had previous experience
with the landing of lighter than air craft, and all of them were at least of
the rank of chief petty officer.



Regarding the civilian perscnnel which helped meke up the
ground erew, Lieutenant Tyler revealed that a majority of these individuals
had made up the ground crew that operated st Lakehurst during the summer of
1936 and which ground orew had grounded the Airship Hindenburg during that
period of time. However, none of the civilians were placed in key positions,
these positions being meintained by Navy personnele.

Y Y . ydan -
ths aftsrooon of May S, 1837, Lisutsnant Tyler state

that he reoalls that the wind was light and variable and that it was blowing
from two to four knotes an hour., After the ground crew took up their position,
it was necessary for them to shift to 60 degrees to conform with the wind., At
this time, the sky was threatening and light winds had set in. Due to the
faot that the Hindenburg had mot yet hove into sight and rain had started to
fall, the ground crew was recalled to shelter. When the rein slackened, the
ground orew was re=assembled and agaln assumed their positions. After a
twenty minute period, heavier showers set in and while the Hindenburg hsad
already pessed over the field, she was then out of sight, and it was deemed
advisable to again recall the crew to shelter. This last shower lasted ap-
proximated forty-five minutes. At the end of the forty-five minutes, the

BV i skt S s ki o R 8T 257 3 NI

" rain practically ceased and the sky indicated m third clearinge The ground
i orew was then again ordered to take up position on & heading of 7O degrees.
S Shortly thereafter, the Hindenburg approached on a northerly head, maintaining

a height of from five hundred to six hundred feet. At this time, the wind
again shifted to e southerly direction and the ground crew was re-formed,
E% acoordingly. The Hindenburg swung to the left, making off toward the south,
= then turned to the west of the field and swung left to & position over the
Officers' quarters, and she then made her approsach towards the mooring mast in
a southerly dirsction. In the meantime, the Neon indicator whioh indicates the
) wind direction, showed another shift of wind and the ground crew was moved ac~
cordingly. It was noted by Tyler that during the ship's aepproach to the mooring
mest, the after motors gave the appearance of being operated at full speed in
reverse in an effort to check the forward momentum of the ship. The ship was
brought to a standstill approximately four hundred yards outside of the outer
Hindenburg circle that surrounds the mooring mast. Tyler also is of the opinion
that the forward engines were used in reverse for a short perlod of time, but
that he does not recall thet they were used just prior to the time that the
forward momentum of the ship was checked« During the approach of the ship,
Tyler testified that he notioed thet she apparently was heavy in the stern, and
that water ballsst was dropped aft. He stated thet the starboard trail rope was

.
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dropped at exactly 7:21 D.S.T., and this was followed immediately by the
port trail ropee. These ropes which were dropped from the forward part of
the ship appeared to be very dry and gave off dust at the time that they
fell to the earth, even though the ground itsedf was soaking wets At the
time of dropping these trail ropes, Lt. Tyler is of the opinion that the
Hindenburg was two hundred feet in the air. The port trail rope, upon
striking the ground, was immedistely taken up by the ground crew, and was )
coupled to the port yawl guide lines The port yawl guide line rope was then
pessed around the niggerhead of the yawl guide tower mnd a slight strain was
taken up. The forward group took hold of the gulde ropes pending attechment
of the yawl guide ropes. After dropping the trail ropes, Lt. Tyler states
thet the ship appeared to rise and started to drift, but that this drift was
checked by taking up the slack on the port trail rope. The starboard yawl
gulde nose was still unattached but was being menned by the grounding orew.

According to Lt. Tyler, the list aft in the stern is not a
condition that is unusual in airships at the time they are sttempting to land,
but usually every effort is made to trim an aeirship upon landing, so that it
is on even keel.

He did state that he notioed all of the ballast discharged
from the Hindenburg upon her approasch was discherged aft and it was his re-
collection there was only one discharge of ballast.

He also stated that to his recollection the rear trail ropes
are attached at a point forward of the lower fin and ere used primarily in
hauling the stern down to the ground after control of the ship is geined at
the noses Tyler states that he is positive that no lines or ropes were
dropped aft from the Hindenburg nor had any portion of the shlp aft touched
the ground prior tc the explosion.

Getting back to the landing operations, he stated that the
starboard trail rope was about to be attached to the starboard yawl guide,
end that in connectlion therewith, it was in the process of beinp attmoched
to the niggerhesad.

In his opinion, the ship was definitely under comtrol of the
ground crew at the forwerd points, and he states that the ground orew was
ready to land the ship.

Regarding his position at this time, Lt. Tyler related that
he was forward end slightly on the port side of the ship facing afte. While
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in this position, he noticed & burst of flame just forwerd of the port fin -~
and Just above the longitudinel axis of the ship and further that this burst
of flame was followed by & report or detonation. The fire spread rapidly

forward eccording to Tyler, and soon the entire ship was enveloped in flames.

He stated that he is positive that the main oablie whioch is
dropped from the very nose of the ship was unattached at the time of the ex-
plosion, and further that as the ship fell to earth, he remembers giving orders
to those under his immediate command to the effect that all hends were to stand
clear. As soon as the ocontrol oar had touched the ground, and while the ship
was blazing fiercely end even though it seemed likely that there were to be _
further explosions, according to Lt. Tyler, warious members of the ground crew
rushed to the area about the passenger compartmsent and attempted to effect
rescue work. He states that upon the fire being placed under ocontrol, the

......... wiian wara srcanizrad far a sescticnse]l ssaroch of the 'nn-nn'.l.rngn for bod eg,
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and that he recalls the last body was recovered early on the morning of May 7.

Lt. Tyler, upon being queried as to static electricity, informed
thaet in his opinion the dry trail ropes which were the only parts of the ship
touching the ground couldyclscharge static electricity, es they were manile lines
and non-conductive.

He stated further that the epproach of the ship for lending was
ipn his opinion, was satisfactory in technique.

He steted also that the only means of communicetion thet the
ship personnel had with the ground crew was through the medium of & megaphone
which would be contrelled by the cgptain of the Hindenburg. He steted that the
megaphone was not used end he felt that if any procedure being carried out by
the ground perscnnel on landing did not meet with the approvel of the airship
personnel, the ground crew would have received notice of this fact from the

Captain of the ship by the use of the megaphone.

At this time, a disgram of the Hindenmburg was introduced es
well as & map showing the landing field at Lakehurst and the immediste wvicinity,
and Lt. Tyler marked thereon the anchoring ring end the landing circle of the
Hindenburg, as well as the location of the Hindehburg et the time that she met
digsster, Tnder further interrosetion, 'T'V'ln'r‘ statad thet he first noticed the
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burst of flame and that this was followed almost simlteneously with a detonatione
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He recalls that there were & number of detonstions and he could not state
positively whether there was & muffled exploslon before the appearance of

the flame. He stated he had & direct view of the flame and that he would
describe it as being approximstely of the area of 10 feet long and 5 feet

in width, and that it burst outwardly from the ship; further, thet, immedietely
thereafter, flames almost covered the whole stern of the ship and then spread
progressively forwerd. The pressure behind the first fleme appeared to be

of explosion pressure. He also stated that the left port motor at this time
was turning over but thet he oannot recall the approximetedx reveolutions that
it was meking. He also recalls that the trail ropes af't had not &s yet been
dropped and that he is also positive that there was no radio antenna treiling
from the ship. He did state, however, that the ship was making & high lending
but that this was orthodox procedure ip every way.

He stated that due to the drying out process of the superstructure
of the ship which had become wet due to the previocus rain, it wes both possible
and practical to assume thet the ship was valving off hydrogen ges.

He was positive in his statement that at the time of the fire and
explosion, the Hindenburg had definitely checked its forwerd momentum end was
mure or less stationary. He did state, however, that he is quite positive
there was no beckward mcvement to the ship.

Upon being questioned as to what was his besis for estimeting the
height of the Hindenburg at the time of the explesion, Tyler informed that the
trail ropes were 417 feet long and thet due to the fact that epproximately half
of this trail rope was still uncoiled after striking the earth, he estimated
thet the ehip wes approximestely 200 feet in the air.

In reply to & question concerning the valving off of gas, Tyler
stated that once the landing lines are properly oonnected to the niggerheads
and after the main mooring cable is sttached to the main cable of the ship,
the ship is then drawn down mechanically by the mein mooring ceble, and thet
once this process is under way there i& no further need to valve cff hydrogen
gas, due to the fact that the ship loses altitude by force being applied through
the means of the mooring cable.

Lt. Tyler states that to his recollection the Hindenburg first
appeared in sight of Lakehurst sheortly after four o'clock pem. on the afternoon
of May 6, 1937, and that it was his understanding that the ship was scheduled
to depart apgain for Germany as close to 10:00 p.m. as possible that night. He
also stated thet even though the Germens might have been attempting to make as
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mich haste as possible in order to depart by 10;00 pem., he was not of the
opinion that they would be hasty or careless for speed'e sake, due to the
fact of their wide experience with lighter-than-air craft.

Again referring to the explosion, Lt. Tyler stated that he wes
of the opinion that it took place in the aresa between the port fin and the port
aft engines and that he felt that the subsequent detomations heard by him were
caused by each cell catching fire subsequent to the first ocutburst. He also
stated that the first explosion sounded to him as though it was a gas detona-
tion. However, he stated that if one of the gas oells had had a purety of
85% or less, the explosion upon having this concoction ignited would have been
terrifiec.

In Lt. Tyler's opinion, static eleotricity oould only have been
grounded by means of allowing & metel cable to touch the ground from the ship
or that the manils ropes could have grounded the static electrloity if they
had been scaking wet.

He stated that the color of the fire first observed by him ap-
peered to be of a reddish tint, end that it mainteined this color. He also
stated that he could not observe the extreme top of the Eindenburg due to hie
position. )

He alsc stated that the Hindenburg did not appear to be par-
tieularly teil-heavy after the discharge of bellast, and in connecticn there-
with, he stated that it woulc appear inconsistent to disoharge ballast at the
same time es valving off hydrogen gas, for the simple reason thet one operaticn
is to correct or equalize the other.

He also etated that to his recollection there were no landing
or running lights or passenger cabin lights lit on board the Hindenburg. He
also steted that he did not observe any propellers or motors behaving oddly,
but he is of the impressicn that the two forward motors were rumning, and that

the aft engines were operating at full speed shortly before the crash.

He stated he is of the opinion that the flemes observed by him
were hydrogen flames.

It. Tyler edmitted to the Board that he is possessed of only
e limited amount of experience or lmowledge concerning electricity and static
electricity, and further thet he is not en authority on motor operations. He
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stated that he did not notice any of the motors on the Hindenburg backfiring
and discharging flame in the exhaust, but he states also that he did not
have & full view of the exhaustse.

Ee stated that to his knowledge the fabrio used on the
Hindenburg was referred to as “doped" fabric.

The testimony of Tyler was wound up by his referring to
the faot that he has pever heard of a charge of static eleotricity being
given off by & dry manila rope.

On May 12, 1937, Lt. Benjamin May, of the United States
Navy, stationed at the Neval Base, Lekehurst, New Jersey, testifled before
the Board representing the Department of Commerce, and stated thet he was
assistant mooring officer stationed atop the mooring mest on May 6, 1837,
at the time that the Hindenburg was attempting to land on May 6e

Lt. ¥ay stated that he hed been associsted with lighter-than-
air oraft since 1928; thet he had performed duty on the Airship Los Angeles
as well ae small non-rigid eirships; that he took a round=trip pessage on the
Hindenburg as en cobserver for the United States Navy during the summer of
1936, and thet in comnection with this trip, he was sllowed to roam the entire
ship, to observe the methods of operation as well as the mechanics and structure
of the sane.

On May 6, he stated thet he received orders to prepare the top
of the mast to receive the Hindenburg and that he wes then imnstructed to carry
out the function of taking up the main wire cable which wes to be played out of
the nose of the Hindenburg.

He stated that at the time the Hindenburg approached the mooring
mast and prior tc the explosion that this mair cable had et no time touched the
ground, although he does recell that it hed been played out slightly to &
limited distance from the earth.

He also revealed that the Hindenburg had approached the lending
field from the south, had passed over the mooring mast and proceeded north
and then to the port side and headed into the wind to meke her approsch to ths
mooring mest; that the Airship then passed over the Officers' quarters at
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Lakehurst and at this time, he noticed that she was apparently heavy in the
stern and that guite a bit of ballast was dropped at the stern of the ship.

He was alac of the opinion that the spproach of the Hindenburg
towards the mooring mast seemed rather fast for such a big airship, and that
it was & faster approach than had been made during her previous voyages during
the summer of 1936, and that it is to be noted in commection therewith that
Lt. May was stationed at the mooring mest during this period of time in the
same capacity that he had assumed on May 6, 1937.

He states that the Hindemburg, upon aspprosching the Hindenburg
circle, had put her forward motors as well as her aft motors in reverse. He
states that the ship came to e stationary position and that as she was drop-
ping her treil ropes, he felt a cold wind come in from the west. He states
that a shift of wind oaused the nose of the Hindenburg to fall off the mast
position and drift slightly to the sterboard; that as the ship started to
drift, he noticed that the erew hendling the port line seemed to be having
a little trouble but thet this line was immediately thereafter hooked on to
the yawl guide line which was sttached to the mast engine, and he observed
that three or four turns were taken on the niggerhead of the port yawl guide
motor and that these turns tock out all of the slack on the port line. He
stated that he was olosely observipg the Hindepburg at this time for the pur-
post of ascertalning the proper way to handle her at this time; that the mmst
crew would then handle her sccordingly at the time they would recsive the main

wire ceble. He stated that it was about this time that he noticed just aft

of the power cer and just shead of the port find in about the middle of the bag _

that this ares seemed to collapse outwardly and he noticed smanll etreaks of
flame; further that this was followed almost immediately by & muffled explosion,
and & blast was noted about the time of the first outward burst on the super-
structure. He stated that he wes approximstely 600 feet from the ocutburst
noted on the port side of the ship and that probably due to this distance he
felt no concussion from this explosion. Lt. May wes of the opinion that there

wags ancther explcsicn immedistely thersefter and mt this explosion, it appeared
that the entire stern became enveloped in fire and thet the flames progressed
rapidly forward. At this time, the stern settled to the earth and anchored

the ship so that she stopped her drifting and also ceased her upward motion,
which apparently had been ceused by the first of the explcosions, and the entire
ship settled to earth anc by the time that she had settled, the entire ship was
consumed with hydrogen flames.

Lt. May stated that he immediately rushed toward the shirp and
by the time he had reached the wreckage, the Hindenburg was still burning, but
that the hydrogen flemes had subsided and it appeared that only the fuel oil
was burning.
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As to the color of the flame that he notieed prior to the

exploeion and along therewith, he statsd that it appesared to be bright

yellow in color and thet this tint was meinteined until the settling of
the ship, at which time it took on & more reddish hue. According to Lt.
May, the first outburst that he noticed was of a mild mature and it ap-
peared that the framework parted and came out in seotions, and that this
was followed immedietely by a detonation.

He stated thet he observed po redio antemnne trailing from
the ship, and he does recall that the trail ropes hed been thrown prior
to the explosion and that the eoils upon reaching the ground had emitted

dust, indicating thet they were quite dry. He also informsd that at no
time did he observe any after lines being dropped.

At this time, there was lintroduced into evidence a diagram
of the ship along with a designation by Lt. May thereon showing the position
of the first cutburst noted by him.

Lt. May stetes thaet et no time did he notice a glow or flame
on board the Hindenburg prior to the outburst amd that in comnection with the
noting of the structural outburst, he heard a sound thet seemsd to be the
eracking of metal end also thet he is of the opinion that the structure was
virtually shot out at the area of the outburst, and that flemes seemed to
follow this eruption of structurs. He stated that the muffled detonaticn

thet followed seemed 40 be unconfined in nature snd that lmmedietely there-

g4 L-l0) LemiTay Wbl

after a flame shot out of the slde of the superstructure, ané this was followed
by e flame that flared from the top of the ship. This flame at the top of

the ship wes dartlike in eppearance and extended from the ship some thirty

feet into the air and was acoompenied by other fingers of flame, 6 or 8"

in width, 8ll being 20 to 30 feet long. He stetes that his position at the
time wes one that was below the ship and also below the area of the explosion.

Upon being questioned further oconcerning the sound of the
outburst, he steted that it seemed to be hollow and of & metallic neture, and
was similer to the cracking of timbere.

He also testified that it wes his reccllection that all of the
motors on the Hindenburg were functioning in reverse at the time. He also
recalls thet ths sxhaust of the aft port sngine gave off soms dischargs, but
he cannot relate as to the exect time relative to the explosion that ¢

discharge was noticed by him.

He stated that it has been his observation thet the Germans have
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a tendency to utilize a method of backing the engines in landing more so
than the Americans,

Also, in response to & gquestion, the Lieutenant informed
that he does not know the amount of gas pressure mainteined in the gas cells
of the Hindenburg at the beginning of her voyage, but he did state that
it is his opinion that there is a diffueion of ges through the fabriec covering
at all times.

He also stated that he does not recall seeing any landing
lights or any light of any neture aboeard the Hindenburg at the time that
she approached for lendinge.

On May 12, 1937, the following record wes made of the testimony
of Lieutenant Richerd S. Andrews, who is & Junior Graede Lieutenant, U. 8.
Navy, presently aseigned at the Naval Bese at Lakehurst, New Jersey.

According to Lt. Andrews, he hae been statiocned at Lakehurst
for the last ten months and he was on aotive duty on May 6, 1537, that date
being the day of the arrivel of the Airship Hindemburg; further thet he was
in charge of the detail that was to handle the landing of the control car
to physically catch hold of the control car and properly moor her to the
earth.

He states that he saw the Hindenburg approach the landing
field; that she oircled the field and then went in the general direction of
Seaside, New Jersey; thaet at this time, the ground orew took up stations at
130 degrees off the landing flag on the fields He alsc stated that the
Assistent Mooring Officer had stetioned a detail at 70 degrees following the
appearance of the Hindemburg over the field; that it was at this time that
there was a slight shower of rain and the erew was placed under shelter end a
short time again took up positions and again, due to the occurrence of showers
and the fact thet the Hindemburg had not returned, the landing orew was again.
placed under cover. The lest rain lasted but a short while and thet ag it
lessened, it was noted that the sky was clearing in the west., The ground crew
then again took up their stations and the Hindenburg was observed approaching
the landing field from the general direction of Bakehurst, New Jersey, and thsat
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the field, due to the change of the wind, hed the ground orew change
position to due north, in view of the wind ohange, eand that the order was
changsd for position to be assumed at 320 degrees off the landing flag.

At about this time, the Hindenburg proceeded, spproached the mooring mest,
made a right turn and there was again a change on the part of the landing
crew in order to take up more favorable stations based upon the position of
the approaching airshlp.

Lt. Andrews noticed that the Hindenburg was approaching at
& higher rate of speed than usual and that the motors both forward and aft
were being raced and that he thought this was unusual at the time. He
stated that the forward momentum of the ship was ohecked, and that the guide
lines were dropped from the forward part of the shipe It is interesting to
note that at this time, according to Lt. Andrews, he, along with his detail,
was located preotically directly below the airship.

Andrews stated that he noticed the port line was dropped and
thet at first it seemed to foul, but that later it straightened out and
it was then properly connected with the port yawl guide rope. At this time,
he noticed thet the ship's nose began to rise and the bow fell off to the
sterboard. He also recalls that the engines of the Hindeanburg hed become
gquiet at this time, but that he feels the two forward motors were still run-
ning, turning over slowly, and that the aft engines, port and starboard, had
either stoppsd or had stellede.

Upon further inquiry, it was revealed that Lt. Andrews had
clear cbservation of only the port motor and that, therefore, he ooculd only
give an opinion as to the condition of the port aft engine.

Lt. Andrews stated that he noticed that sparks were being
discharged from the exhaust of the port aft motor and upon being questioned
as to whether he was watching the ship, Lt. Andrews informed that his entire
detail had been watching the ship intently, due to the fact that one of the
lines thet was cast off by the Hindenburg previously had elmost hit one of
his detail and he had called out orders that all hands were to observe the ship
in order thet none of the landing lines sghould cause an accident, and in order

. Y. ¥

that none of the duties of his detail should be 1m111310nt1y per:ormeu.
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Shortly thereafter, Andrews stated that he saw a burst of
flame that appeared to be horizontel in nature and was located on the
port side of the ship ahead of the fin and slightly below the longitudinal
axis of the superstructure. He noted that the flemes spread over the stern
rapidly and a detonation was heard. He recalls feeling no coacussion as a
result of this explosion, but does recall that he issued orders for his entire
detail to run clear of the ship. He stated that his entire party ran in the
direction of the port bow and that he locked over his shoulder and went out

of renge of the ship. He stopped and notioced that the ship was settling for-
ward to the ground.

Lt. Andrews states that he does not recall seeing any persons
leave the ship prior to the time that she struck the earth following the ex-
plosion and he recalls seeing the conmtrol car strike the earth and the super-
structure settle over her in & flaming mess. It was at this point that he
proceeded immedistely to the wreckape end engaped in resoue work amd the record
will reflect in some detail the various acts performed by Lt. Andrews and the
various members of his orew.

Lt. Andrews was recalled to the stand on the morning of May 13,
1937, st which time he was further Interrogeted as to his observation on the
evening of May 6, and in comneotion therewith, he states that in his opinionm,
he saw the flssh of flame and fire prior to the time that he was oonscious of
hearing the detonation and further, that the sound seemed to him to be more
like & shot or the discharge of explosives.

He stated that, to his knowledge, the bow of the ship was
steady at the time of the fire and explosion, but that there was a strain on
the port bow traillng line. He again reiterated that the first flame that he
had seen aft on the ship appeared to go out horirontally from the Hindemburg
and that he does not recall seeing any struoture being discharged from the ehip
and further, that he did not see, to his knowledge, any structural fallure

on the Hindenburg prior to the time of the explosion. He clerified this, how-
ever by stating that he had a limited view of the ship due to the fact that his
position caused him to take up station direoctly under the ship. He feels he

anm skadta macidlealer L T +hed dha Tindarnhiiws was oda Ao ey dr d e

of the fire and explosion, and that the stern of the ship was slowly swinging
to the starboard. He also feels that the aft port engine was idling and that
the forward motors were also turning over slowly.

Regarding the sparks that he noted at the port aft motor, he
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informed that they seemed to be going out in the exhaust stream and further
that in his opinion, Diesel englues glve off sparks in the exhaust streanm
when they have been raced and alsc that he is of the oplinion that the aft
motors of the Hindenburg were still in reverse at the time of the blast sand
fire. He also stated that in his opinion if & motor was in reverse, sparks
from the exhaust stream would be thrown forward, rether than backward.

He also stated, in response to & question, that he is of the
opinicon that to shift the ocams in the transmission of the Diesel engines being
utilized by the Hindenburg, it is mnecessary that the mein ocrankshaft or screw
had to be stopped from her forward rotating motion before she ocould be thrown
into the reverse motion.

On lfnv 1 'ﬁ 1 Q"'] f‘z‘nnlr W, ¥nox, 2ivi] encsinsar Senj

¢ LlkPa, Vavie SURLLGOL,
who performs oertaln dutiel at the Naval Alir Station, Lakehurst, New Jersey,
gave testimony before the Board for the purpose of laying foundation for the
introduction into evidence of charte showing the exact position of the wreck-
age of the Hindenburg and its relation to the other physical structures on the
reservation at Lakehurst.

Knox stated that the diagram was based on tangent measurements
and that they were exact to within six inches.
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MENMORANDUM ¥FOR THE REPORT

Newark, N. J.
¥ay 16, 1937.

On May 13, 1537 Bos'sn Officer W. A« PUCKLEY testified before
the Board, and in connection therewith he informed that on May 6, 1937
he was acting as Assistant Mooring Officer and had teken up position
awey from the mast.

Insofar as his background was with lighter-thane-air craft,
Officer Bucklay informed that during the poriod of time from the years
31518 to 1921 he was on active duty in commnsctiom with lighter-than-sir
craft, and that subsequent thereto he had been on active duty on the
Airship Los Anpeles, &s well as the Shenandoah, and that he had per-
formed temporery duty on the U,S5.5. Akron and had put in two years
aboard the Macon, 'as well as having previous experience at the Naval
Base at Iakehurst, New Jersey. Officer Buckley steted that he can point
to 19 years of continuous service with lighter-than-eir oraft, end that
insofer &s the Alrship Hindenburg iz concerned, he informed that he made
a short fllght aboard her durzng the fell of 1930 and that this gave him

+1 al

a slight kmowlsdge ©of ths general construction of this ship.

Getting back to the date of May 6, 1937 Buckley informed that
as Assistent Mooring Officer it was one of his duties to check all of
the moving equipment on the field that was to be utilized in the land-
ing of the Hindenburg, and that he distinctly remembers meking a thor-
ough check of this equipment and he found it all to be in satisfectory
condition, and further, that at the time the Hindenburg approached the
landing field everything was in readiness to properly handle her at the
+iw‘£ eh =++°E»P+=" to land. 'ﬂ'p ﬂ+ﬁ+pﬂ thet the zero hour was Bﬁ‘h for
5 P,M., Daylight Saving Time, on May 6, 1937, and that all of the men
were congregated in the mein hanger, and subsequent thereto they assumed
their proper positions on the field. At this time there was a slight
rein, eccording to Buckley, end along with the rain the Hindenburg hoved
in sight, coming apparently elong the New Jersey coast line. VWhen the
‘ship came over the landing field the ground crew was immediately put in-
to position, but the zeppelin continued on over the landing field, and
inesmuch &8 & heavier shower set in, it wes deemed expedient to give or-
ders for the ground crew to take shelter. In the meantime the Hinden-
burg had disappeered from the horizon. Very shortly the Hindenburg again
came into sight and the ground crew again took their places on the field.
According to Buckley, when the Hindermburg was 350 to 0O yards from the
mooring mast he recalls that the motors both forwerd and aft were idling
and appeared to be in reverse geer, and during this procedure she was
decreasing her altitude.

He recalled seeirg the trail ropes being dropped from the
forward pert of the ship, and he also recalled that the ship tended
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to drift to the starboard and at the sames time assumsd a gentle rise
upward. The zeppelin, aocording to Buokley, was approximately 100
feet in the air when her trail ropes were dropped, and that subsequent
thereto he would estimate that sherose to am altitude of 250 feet,

It was about this time that Buokley recalls seeing fire appear on the
superstructure between the fim, port side, and the port after engine,
as well as seeing fire burst out along the entire center line of the
ship about two=thirds of the way up. Buckley stated that he did mot
recal) seeing the bow rumning light heving been 1lit, and it should be
noted that this light is situated near the eons on the noss of the
lhipo

Buckley informed that the mooring operations up to the
tims of the accident appeared to him to be mormal in every respect,
and in his estimation the landing would have been properly made hed
it not been for the subsequent acoident,

the Hindenburg at the time they made impact with the earth, a cloud
of dust arose, indicating that these manilla trail ropes were quite
dry. He also stated that the trail ropes were properly tied into
the port and starboard yawl guide ropes, but that only the port yawl
guide ropes had been teken in to reduce the slack,

He recslled that after the trail ropes were let out from

Upon further questioning,Buckley informed that the trail
ropes were not used in the same manner that they were used on May 6
1937 as they were used during ths summer of 1936, and further, in his
opinion the Hindenburg was making what he would term & "high landing."
Lagt year, according to Buckley, the trail ropes were usually not used
until the Hindenburg had been otherwise fastened in some way to the
landing field, and sf'‘ter she had been made fast the trail ropes would
be brought intc use,

Aecording to Buckley also, he had never aseen the Hinden-
burg meke a landing during the summer of 1936 at Lakehurst in such
stormy conditions as those conditions which prevailed on the evening
of May 6th,

Buckley informed that at the time of the fire he was
standing ahead of the ship about 10C to 150 feet to the port side;
that as he saw the fire he believes that it was followed by a sort
of a puff or muffled explosion; that at the time of the fire he was
not looking et the partioular spot at which the fire broke out, but
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the breaking out of the fire attracted his attention at once to that
portion of the vessel,. He aglso imformed that he moticed no struotursl
failure that he can recall prior to the time he saw the first flame,
followed by the muffled explosion, but he does recall that the motors
had been in reverse and that at the time of the appearance of the fire
it is his recollection that ths motors were idling, and that at ths
time he saw the first outburst of fire he believes that the motors

had been slowed down for spproximately one half minute.

At this time there was marked for identificetion a diagream
of the field at Lakechurst as well as the diagram of the Hindenburg it=-
self upon which eppears the markings of O0fficer Buckley which indicate
the position that he assumsd at the time of the ship's epproach for
landing on May 6th,

Upon further questioning he stated that he did mot recall
whether the motors were started or stopped several times during the
manoeuvers performed in the ship's attempted landing, due to the fact
that he was more concermned in getting the ground orew under his direct
supervision imto the proper position so that the ship could be proper=
ly received at the time that she was ready to be moored,

He described the first flame seen by him as being fifteen
to twenty feet in length and five to ten feet in width, and that it ap-
peared two-thirds of the way up on the ship's back. Upon further
questioning Buckley informed that he does recall that the Hindenburg
had moored under more difficult conditions during the last year of 1936
than the conditions prevailing on May 6th, end that he wanted to clarify
his previous statement regarding the conditions onm May éth to read
"that stormy oonditions certainly prevailed and that the conditions
wers more stormy than any under whioch she had previously landed at
Lakehurst, but that the Hindenburg had landedé under more diffiocult ocon=-
ditions at Lakehurst, which oonditions were produced not by stormy wea-
ther but by strong prevailing winds,"

He also stated that he did not feel that there were any
diffioulties encountered in the landing on May 6th up to the time that
the accident occurred. Further, that the ship appeared to be making
e usual landing, and further, that even though the Hindenburg was slight-
ly heavy at the stern he is of the opinion that for a lighter-than-alr
craft to show a slight list in the stern is not an unusual condition
at the time she attempts to land, Further, he stated that the discharge
of water ballast to correct this list aft was most certainly the ortho-
dox menner in correcting such & condition,
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: This officer atated that last year the Himdenburg had
usually utilized what they called "spider lines" in landing at Lake=
hurst, but that for some resson or other om her initial trip for this
year she preferred to use the guide line form of landing.

Oofficer Buckley also stated that to his knowledge mothing
has been found on the field in the vicinity of the wreokage of the Him-
denburg that would indicate that it had been removed from the wreckage
in the manner that it was blown as if from an explosion., He also sta-
ted that to the best of his recollection the flame and detonation heard
and observed by him seemed to occur almost eimultaneously, end further,
that he does mot recall feeling a concussion on the ground at all,

On May 13, 1937 there also appeared before the Board rep-
resenting the Department of Commerce in comnection with the instant
investigation, CHIEF BOS'SN'S MATE FREDERICK JOSEPH TOBIN, who informed
that he had been associated with lighter-then-pgir oraft since the year
1922, at which time he was stationsd at the Navy air field at Pensicols,
Florida. This officer was a member of the orew of the ill-fated Shen-
andogh, and was one of the orew on board at the time that the Shenandoah
orashed in the middle west., He was also a member of the orew of the
Los Angeles, and wes attached to the ground orew that took care of the
landing operations of the Airship Akron, as well as the Airship Hinden-
'burg.

On May 6, 1937 Tobin was assigned to the duty of assisting in
the mooring the Hindenburg, end in connection therewith his duty was to
have his men abttach the ground ropes (the yawl gulde lines) to the guide
lines which were thrown out from the ship. Besides this he also had
more or less of a roving commission in that he was to observe the entire
landing field and see that all of the operations were functioning prop=
erly, and be of any essistance possible im the event the limes fouled or
one of the lending crews became confused and performed their work in

e

an inefficient marxer,

Aocording to Tobim the Hindenturg on Mey &th passed over
the ground crew in more or less of a mancsuver and proceeded across the
field, meking a left turn, It was at this time that he noticed that
one of the rudders at the rear of the Hindenburg on the port side was
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two degrees off from the rudder on the starboard side. According to
Tobin these two rudders should be properly synchroniged, and therefore,
if working properly, should be in relatively the same position. He
stated thet the Hindenburg conmtinued to make a left turn and slowly

approach the mooring mast for the landing operations, and at this time
hs would estimate that she was approximately 300 feet in the air and
upon checking her forward motion it appeared that she atarted to grad-
ually ehift to the port side. He states that the trall ropes were
dropped from the ship and he recalls that the port trall rope was at-
tached to the yswl guide line by the grounding orew and that the ster«:
board rope was also taken up by the grounding orew oa the starboard
gside, but spparently was not long enough to attach to the starboard
yewl guide line. He is of the opimion that the starboard trail rope
was mever attached to the starboard yawl guide line,

It was at this time that Officer Tobim noticed a burst of
smoke and flame, accampanied by a orackling sound, and further, that
the sound heard by him was quite similar to the sound that he remembered
hearing at the time that the Shenandoeh oracked up in the middle west,
8t which time he was a member of the crew. He stated that the ground
orew, while taken by surprise, lmmediately followed orders and attempted
to get out from under the bow of the ship, inasmich es the ship was
settling rapidly towards the earth.

He was of the opinion that the flame noticed by him started
in the aft part of the ship near the rear port fin, and a little below
the equator of the superstructure. He also recalls that shortly after
running awsy from the wreck, the tail of the Hindenburg enveloped im
flames and orashed to the earth.

Upon being questioned concerning his observance at the time
of the outbreak of the fire, he informed that he eaw the flames and
heard the detonation but he could mot recall exactly how the engines,
either forward or aft, were funciioning, However, he does recall that
just prior to the explosion the engines were working a little more rap-
i1dly than usual, and further, he recalls that they were making & little
more moise than they usuelly made during the process of landing manoeuvers;
however, there appeared to be nothing irregular about the engines., He
also stated that he did not see any of the engines idling from the posi-
tion that he had assumed, which position was directly umder the mooring

cone at the nose of the ship.

Upon further inquiry regarding the rudder positions, he
clarified the rudder appearance by stating that the lower rudder ap-
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peared to be placed hard to the left, and thet the upper rudder was
three or four degrees to the right. He steted that he did not follow
the operation of the ship after she passed over the landing field the
first time with respect to the rudders.

Subsequent to the accident he has viewed the wreckage
of the Hindenburg and has observed what he deems to be an emergency
tackle setup which has been pleced on the operative equipment from
the control cer to the reer port fin, and it appesares that this tackle
is attached to the lower fin and it might have been so attached as a
temporary arrengement for the taking up of slack in the controls of
this fin. He steted this would not, in his opinion (the slack) cause
undus vibrations in any of the other parts of the ship. However, he
cannot definitely state whether this temporary tackle was in fact at-
tached to the controls of the lower fin.

With regard to the rudders, Tobin stated that in his op-
inion one could be free to roam, due to the fact thet her controls
were not working properly, yet the other rudder, if properly set, would
be sufficiernt to keep the ship on its course. Ee also stated that due
to his position he had & limited view of the Hindenburg at the time
that she began her mooring opermtion, and that, therefore, he might
not be in a position to ses & smeller flame higher up on the ship's
superstructure, but he does recell seeing the lerger flames appear on
the port side aft, snd that he was first concerned ebout the safety
of the ship et the time he saw the smoke and flames, Further, that he
was of the opinion that the sound of the crackling noise, which re-
minded him of wires being broken, as well ag broken girders, seemed to
precede the appearance of the flame.

Upon being questioned as to why he did not report the ap=-
parent defect in the rudders of the Hindenburg, he replied that he wes
of the apinion that this defect was merely an optical 1llusion on his

cna vade mmad b lad la meraaddaamedd Ll L TN PP, P Y mrmndemaml a4 -~
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up to the time of the fire. Fe also stated that there is a clutching
device which 1s utilized on e great many Americen ships which makes it
posslible to steer the ship in a satisfactory manner even though one rud-
der is not functioning satisfactorily, but he does not know whether or
not the Hindenburg was equipped with this devices He also stated that
the demege to the rudder wire would not necessarilydamage the gas cells
or the superstructure, in his opinion, and that he has never heard of
such & thing in his experience. However, he does consider that the
rudder defect noted by him might be considered one of the probabilitles
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in eonnection with the sauses of the wreck. He alsoc stated that the
rudder defect was noticed by William Bishop, a member of his detail,
and that Bishop made mention of the defect Vo Rim at ths time that
the Hindenturg passed overhead,

Also on May 13, 1937 the statement of WILLIAM F, BISHOP,
a member of the ground orew, as well as a member of the U, S+ Navy,
stationed at the Naval base at lLakehurst, ¥ew Jersey, was heard by the

Board of Imquiry.

He testified that he had been assoolated with lighter-than-
air oraft from August 1923 until October 1930, at which time he was
assigned to general field duty et Lekehurst, Few Jersey; that the first
association he had had with the Airship Hindenburg was on May 6, 1937
on her initial voysge of this year fram Germany. Further, that he was
assigned to the mooring sectiom of the growmd crew, and that his ime
mediste superior was Officer F. J, Tobin, .

Be testified that ome of his duties was to take in the
guide ropes after they were fastened to the yawl gulde lines and tie
them around the niggerhead, end after they were so fastened, see that
all of the slack was reduced inm these limes, He testified that he
recellsd seeing the Hindenburg approach the landing field at Lakehurst,
and as ehe passed over the field and proceeded off, he moticed that the
top rudder was a little to the starboard side and the lower rudder was
@ little to the port side and that they appeared mot to be properly

synchroniged, He atated that he was sbout 200 feel from the mooring

mast at the time that the ship passed directly overhead, and that he
obperved the rudder at the time she passed., He stated that at the time
the ship approached the mooring mast to effect her lending, he was,

of course, primarily interested in the handling of the trail ropes

that were dropped from the ship; that in oconnection therewith he picked
up the port line that he was thrown out from the forwerd part of the
Hindenburg, end festened it to the yawl guide line, and in turn festened

it to the niggerheed, and that upon ocompleting this operation he pro=-

sceded over toward the starboard trail rope., At this time he noticed

that the ship was starting to drift slowly at the stern in a starboard
direction. He could see all of the port side of the ship from the bow
to the fins. He recalls seeing the flmmes appear on the after pori side
of the ship, and it eppeared to him as though these flemes were coming
from the inside of the superstructure and that the flames, when they
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burst out of the port side, appeared to be a litile above and aft of the
rear port motor and ahead of the rear port fin, Further, that this
blaze was four or five feet wide and was & good sized one, being red-
dish in coclor. He believes that after he saw the flame he heard an
explosion,

At this time Bishop informed that his jJob on most lighter-
than=air projects had to do with gas cells. He stated that upon exam-
ining the wreckage of the Hindenburg in & prefunctory manner, he noticed
what appeared to him to be a temporary tackle installed on the horizontal
rigging on the after part of the ship. He also stated that in his op-
inion cross rudders can be dangercus if ome fouls the other.

In response to inguiry he stated that the Hindenburg ap-
veared to be under control, but in comnection therewith he stated that
i1t is his opinion that the ship could have been steered with only one
rudder being operated properly. Also in response to inquiry he stated
that the starboerd rudder appesred to him to be fifteen degrees out
of line with the other rudder., He also steted that meither of the rud-
ders appeared to move while he was watching them, He further stated
that the ship did not appear to him to be getting into the wind &s she
came in to land the way that she should have,

S |

Upon further interrogation Bishop stated that it is true
that the gzeppelin made a sharp turn to the left, and that such a man-
oeuver should not indicate that there was any rudder difficulty being
encountered on the part of the ship's orew, end that the approsch to
the mooring mast made by the Hindenburg was a rapid one and he admitted
that it would be likely that if a steering difficulty was being en-
countered, that the ship's approach would be slow,
Bishop informed thatdue to his position et th
the sttempted landing of the ship, he was not qualifled
on the condition of the aft port motor,

-

There was also celled to testify before the Board of In-
quiry, Department of Commerce, on May 13, 1957, MAX HENKERBERG, who
was a rocm steward on board the Hindenburg at the time that she arrived
at Lekehurst on May &, 1937. At the time that this individual testi-
fied it was necessary to utilize the services of Sydney B. fmith as
interpreter. Smith is a representative of the State Department from

Washington, D. C.
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Hennerberg testified that in his estimation the fire
broke out on the port side of the ship in the beginning, and that the
flames were behind him; that he is of the opinlon that he first saw
the flame or the reflection of the flame, and subsequently heard the
explosion or detonatiom,

He stated that there were mo lights burning on the ship,
&t least in the seotion in which he was located, at the time of the
fire, and in clarification thereof stated that he was in the passenger
dining salon observing the landing operations from the window in the
dining salon, He stated that after the appearance of the flame he
heerd s dull detonation followed by several others., He stated that
he could not see much of the superstructure im the aft part of the
ship, nor could he see the port after motors., He did not recell feel-
ing any vibration immediately before the fire broke out or immedietely
after the fire broke ocut, and meither cen he estimate the lapse of
time between the appearsnce of the fire or the reflection thereof, and
the hearing of the detomation.

He stated that he had been a room stéward upon the Hindsn-
burg since the time of her commissioning, and that he had been wit
the German Zeppelin Transport Company since March 6, 1936 and that at
no time has he agsumed the position of anything but room steward dur-
ing this time.

_ He stated that after the appearsnce of fire and the de-
tonetion he steyed at the window of the dining salon, end when the ship
wes approximately 50 feet above the ground he jumped out the window,

and anan alid +-hm- or tha sround hs seramhled o ﬂnf‘e'hr-
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He elsc informed that to the best of his knowledpe he is
of the opinion that the Hindenburg prior to the outbreak of fire was

opereting in s satisfectory manner, and that her crossing had been
normel in every respect.

At this time he recalled that the detonation heard by him
subsequent to the appearance of fire was of sufficlient force to throw
him headlomg to the floor, and further, that this detonation reminded
him of the bark of a heavy artillery pieoe. He was first concermed
about the safety of the ship and of his personzl safety at the time
he first saw the reflection of flame,

In response to inguiry he stated that et mo time prior
to the sccident had he overheard any conversation sbout a mechanical
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or structural difficulty of the Hindenburg, and also in response to

inquiry he steted that upon the ship's arriwval in Ameriosa airplanss
were constantly flying within full view of the geppelin, but that none
of these planes behaved in such s manner that it gave him any concern

whatsocever.

Hemnerberg steated that he could give no information of
velue concerning the accident, inasmuch as he was without knowledge

of same.

There also appeared before the Board of Irguiry on May
13, 1937 FRITZ DEEG. In conmection with this testimony the services
of Sydney Be Smith, of the State Department, were utilired as the
State interpreter.

Deeg informed thst he was one of the crew persounel
aboard the Hindenburg at the time that she met her acclident on the
evening of Mey 6th, and that he was performing in the capeoity of
cebin stewerd. He stated that he had previously worked on board the
Graf Zeppelin in the year 193k, and that upon securing this position
as steward aboard the Graf Zeppelin, this merked the beglmning of his
associetion with lighter~than-asir oraft.

He informed that he went aboerd the Hindenburg es e mem-
ber of her crew in August 1936 and thet he wes on board the Hinden-
burg on all of her voyages henceforth with the exception of miesing
the last trip to Americe in 1936,

He stated thet on Mey 6, 1937 at the time that the Hind-
enburg was approaching the mooring mast he wes standing et an open
window on the port side in the passenger's dining salon. He stated
he recells seeing Max Hennerberg also standing at one of the forward
windows in the dining salen. Deeg testified he recalls seeing the
guide ropes being dropped from the forward part of the Hindenburg, and
that it was shortly thereafter that he felt a blast that shook the
ship and that this blast hed apparently emexated from the stern por-
tion of the ship. He also recalls that he had & difficult time main-
taining his footing subsequent to the blest, and that he was able to
turtble out of the window of the dining salon.
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He stated that after the ship settled most of the flames
appeared on the starboard side of the wreckage, and within the brief
periocd of twenty minutes the entire ship was consumed by fire.

At this time he outlined in detail his various rescue
activities; and in connection therewith he stated that he jumped from
the ship when she was a 1iittle over thirty feet from the ground Deeg
stated that he had no ides whether he heard the blast or detonation
before he saw flames appear. He also informsd that he felt or heard
nothing unusual prior to the detonation and appearance of the f{lames.
He did testify that he recalled talldng to Captain Lehmeann on the star-
boerd side of the vessel, and that during this conversation Captain
Lelmann instructed him to move to the port side of the vessel, which
was more or less unoccupled.

Be alsc testified that insofar as he knew the entire trip
from Germany had been most satisfactory, and that he was of the opinion
that the msechanicel as well as the operative functions of the vessel
were normal, He recalls that after the detonation all of the furniture
in the dining selon started to roll backwards and the ship canted to
a fifty to sixty degree angle.

He also testified that after the Hindenburg had sighted
land in America the various airplanes were observed flying in the air
in the vicinity of the Hindenburg, and that he reocalls that one news
eirplane, apparently containing newspaper photographers, flew along
with the Hindenburg for about forty-five minutes, He alsc stated that
none of the antics of any of these airplanes ceused him undue concern;
further, he had no concern for his own safety or the safety of the
Hindenburg until after the appearance of fire and the sound of the ex-
plosion.

SEVERIN KIEIN, a steward aboard the Hindenburg on May 6,
1937 testified before the Board of Inquiry on May 13, 1937. EHe stated
that he made all of the voyages with the Hindenburg as a room steward
during the season of 1936, but that prior to 1936 he had hadno previous
experience with airship travel,

He stated thet on May 6th at the time the Hindenburg came
to a stationary position during her approach to the mooring mast to
begin mooring operations, he was standing in the dining salon on the



{0 CEMERL | MR TR R e ST

YEa]

oy ALY §

port side of the ship at window mmber three. KEe stated that this is
situated in the aft part of.the dining salon. He also recalls that
Frite Deeg and Max annsrborg were also at windows in the dining salon.
Be stated that at no time did he lean out of the window, and therefore
his observation of the ship itself was quite limited. Ee recalls see-
ing the reflection of fire, but does not recall from what portion of
the ship it seemed to emanate irom. He also testified he heard the
explosion at approximetely the same time he noticed the reflection of
flames and cannot recall exactly when he felt a jolt or wibration, but
he does recall feeling & strong vibration which threw him holdlong in=
to a corner along with cther passengers as well as objests of furniture.
He stated further that he cannot recall the exact color or texture of
flame or the reflection of flame, but that his mind is at blank except
that he recalls he jumped from the ship at the time that the zeppelin
was from ten to twelve meters sbove the earth. He informed further
that he experienced ncthing unusual prior to the feeling of the Jjolt
or vibration, or prior to the observation of the reflection of fire or

the fire iteelf.

He informed that insofar as he was oconcermed the trip from
Germany had been normal in every respect and had been most satisfactory
insofar as operetive and mechanical phases were concerned.

He mlso stated that at no time did he hear any discussion

o as PPNy DU . T s ammlant amnmdiddan

amongsv the passengers Or Crew (...Uubarlu.us Llluu.\.a.y WEGNalliVas CUNOULvLVL,
and also testified that he heard eirplanes olrcling in the sky at the
time that the Hindenburg passed over land in America, but that the an-
tics of none of these ships gave him any concern whatsoever.

He testified that he could give po helpful information
to the Roard of Inquiry e to the ca se of the fire or the accident it-
solf, and further, that he heard no unusual sounds prior to being con-
gcious of the explosion or blast,

The next witness to appear before the Board of Ingquiry on
May 13, 1937 was WERNER FRANZ, cabin boy, who resides in Frankford, Ger-
.

meny. He is 1, years of age and was & membor of the German crew that
was operating the Hindenburg on May 6, 1937.

He informed that at the time of the accident he was sta-
tioned in the officer's mess. Further, that he could see out of the

B S
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ship by utilizing a window in that compartment, end that as he was peer-
ing out of the window he recalls hearing a detonation; that impediately
thereafter he procesded to the gangway of the superstructure and he was
conscious of the ship falling to the earth end that all wes in flames.

He remembers jumping clear of the wreckage and that he was afterward
towards the bow of the ship, and that as he looked on the ground a water
tank above him burst and drenched him with water and that this was more
than likely one of the reasons why he was not severely burned. He stated
that he recalls that he jumped from one of the hatches from the front of
ons of the smoking room compariments, where he procesded after he had
reached the gangway. He informed that after alighting on the ground he
ran olear of the wreckage, and as he turned around he saw the entire ves-
gel settle to the earth and that it was shortly thereafter consumed by
fire.

Ho also informed that he noticed nothing irregular about
the operations of the Hindenburg on her last voysge, and further, that
at no tims did he hear the orew or any of the passengers in a discussion
concerning any irregularities or any aboormaslities on the part of the
actions of the ship.

EUGENE NUNNENMACHER testified on May 13, 1937 before the
Board of Inquiry, Department of Commerce, to the effect that he was a
member of the German crew that was operating the dirigible Hindenburg
at the tims she wet her disaster on May 6, 1937 and that he was perform-
ing in the capacity of dining room steward.

He stated that at the time of the mccident he was stationed
in the passenger's dining salon and had just finished preparing a table
for the Customs agents in the middle of the salon. He stated that he
was looking out of the window on the port side of the ship and that the
window from which he was peering was closed, and therefore, a view of
the entire superstructure was limited. He stated that he hed just gone
to get a silver plate of sandwiches; that he had just placed this silver
plate containing the sandwiches in the pantry and proceeded back into
the dining salon, where he watched the gulde ropes thrown to earth and
he observed the ground crew take up the ropes on the ground, It was
immediately thersafter that he saw flames shoot out on the ship and
heard and felt a detonation. The force of this detonation was so great
that it threw him to the floor, end upon arising he noticed that passen-

gers were scrambling for the windows. He remembers assisting in the open-
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ing of one of the windows and that he observed two passengsrs jump from
this window and he then jumped also, but does not recall exactly how
high the flaming ship was from the ground at that time. Hs then de-
scribed in detail hov he sorambled clear of the falling wreckage, and
also described in detail the warious rescue activity engaged in by him,.

Getting back to his observations prior to the accident,
he stated that the first fire noticed by him was & glare which he no-
ticed by looking out of the windcwa, and that this glare appeared to
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or detonation at the same instant he observed the glare of the fire.
In his opinion the detonation wasn't so terribly strong in nature, and
the glare of the flames observed by him appeared to be white,

He stated that he has been a member of the orew of the
Hindenburg since the time of her commissioning, and that he has never
been employed by eny other airship. Fe stated that to his knowledge
lights were lit on boerd the Hindenburg in the sleeping quarters of the
passengers, but that he is of the opinion that this mechanism was func-
tionin6 properly, and he further stated that in his opinion most of the
passengers were located on the starboard side of the passenger section
of the ship.

J.L T T T

Be informed that during the voyage he was of the opinion
that it wee a normal voyage and thet at no time did he note or hear any-
thing unusual insofar es the operations of the ship were concerned,

On further interrogation he estimated thatfthe time he
jumped from the ship, the ship was ten to twenty meters from the ground,
and further, that he does not recall seeing any actual flames but only
the glere thereof.

He informed the Board that he had no commrent whatsoever

to meke insofar as the accident was concerned as he was possessed of no
knowledge thet would be of assistance in ascertaining the reason for the
accident.

AIFRED GROETZINGER, &2 years of age, testified before the
Board of Inquiry on May 13, 1937. He steted that he was a member of the
crew of the Hindenburg on May 6, 1937, and that he was & oook. He stated
thet he had beer a cook on board the EHindenburg eince the ship had been
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commisaioned., Prior to that time he had been B cook on board the Graf
Zeppelin eince the year 1932,

He stated that at the time the ship came to a halt on the
approech to the mooring mast at Lakehurst, he was located in the for-
ward part of the ship in the frame. Be stated that he wae more or less
assisting the trimming of the ship, and that his usual landing stetion
is in the kitchen, He informed that he was looking out of the ship
at the time, end that he is the only member of the six or seven of the
erew that were forward toward the bow that escaped with his life., He
stated that at the tims of the accident he must have either dropped
out of & hateh or was blown ocuts, He cannot recall exactly what hap-
pened nor how he reached the earth. He did state that he has a vague
recollection of a vibration being felt., This was accompanied with &
muffled explosion. He also stated that he recalle a feeling as though
the bow of the ship was lifting upward and thie evidently either fell
or was blown through the ventilation hatch at the bow,

Upon further questioning he stated that he was to the left
of the lower gangwey in the forwerd part of the ship and that he first
observed fire justebove him, but he cannot state from whence this fire
hed progressed. He also testified that he saw no evidence of fire prior
to the feeling of the explosion, and thet the exploslon ococurred prior
to the fire insofer as he wes concerned, He also does not recall hear-
ing any subsequent explosion after hearing the flrst, and that it was
entlrely possible that he could have been unconscious at the time the
ship crashed to the ground. He stated that he has no recollection of
seeing the ship on the ground or noticing any fire.

He stated that before the detomation, by locking through
the ventiletion hatch, he could see the mooring chain at the cone of
the ship which is located on the foremost portion of the bow, but he
does not kmow whether this mooring chain ever touched the ground before
the accident happened, He steted, however, that he is sure the guide
ropes, both starboerd and port reached ths ground after they were thrown

U&Uﬁl UJ' U.“.V cr E..

He informed that for the purpose of cooking,aboerd, the Hin-
derburg used stoves which had electric plates, and that two of these
electric plates were in operation for the purpose of heatlng water at
the time of the mccident, tut to his lknowledge the electric stoves on
boerd had always functioned properly.
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He stated that the reason for his taking up position for-
ward wes due to the fact that he was usually directed to that portion
of the ship that was lightest in welght at the time that mooring oper~
ations began. He also steted that he had not been called to assume
the position in the forward part of the ship for the purpose of land-
ing for quite a lengthy time, but he does believesz that he had assumed
that position once before during one of the trisl flights of the Hinden-
burge.

He stated that the voysge from Germany hed been & success=
ful one as well as & normal one, ané¢ that he was in possession of no
information that would be helpful to the Board in ascerteining the cause
or causes for the accident,

On Mey 1, 1937 the first witness to appear before the
Board of Inquiry was HENRICH KUEIS, of Frankford, Germany. ZKubis ad-
vised that he was & member of the crew of the Hindenburg on May 6, 1937
in the cepacity of Chief Steward.

Turing the epproach of the Hindenburg to the mooring mest
Fubis came from the lower deck to the upper deck, making sure that the
passengers were &ll on the upper deck, where there were only a few pess-
engers. He saw through the window that the landing lines were dropped,
and he then proceeded to prepare the tables for the Immigration authe
orities. He observed the ship to take an angle of inclination to the
rear, end at that time the center windows closed and Kubis Jumped to
open them and called to the others to keep the windows open. Every~
thing happened so fast that he was not sure whether he first observed
the fire or the accompanying shock. As he noticed that the ship wes too

hirh ahovs the groymd he eauticoned others neot +o armn- Whan the zhin
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reached sbout the height of five meters abewve the ground he told others
to Jump and he 4id so himself, Uporn landing on the ground he ran from
the ship about fifty meters and turned around to see if he could help
any of the others.

' The first time that he thought something was wrong was when
he noticed that the bow of the ship had risen at an unusual angle. At
this time Kublis was looking to the center of the cebin on the upper deck
and did not notlce the fire before he noticed the angle of inelination.
He first felt a Jar from an explesion at approximtely the seme time
that he noticed the angle of inclination.

LDL
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He further advised the Board that during the trip he did
not notice anything umusual among the passengers or the crew, and that
he did not kmow of any difficulty with the lighting system during the
entire trip; further, the lights were burning at the time of the acci-
dent. He stated that the Hindenburg had experienced mo trouble on
prior trips with the lighting system or any of the fuses burning out,

Eubis advised the Board that he had been on the Hindenburg
since the very first trip and has been on airships for the last twenty-
five years. As the ship was approaching the mooring mast Eubis was
opposite the center window on the upper deck and observed that the ship
was sbout 120 feet above the ground, and at this time he saw the back
port line drop and the landing orew take the line and bring it to a
medium degree of tension. It was shortly after this that he felt the
shock of an explosion and then noticed that the ship was afire at the
stern. The nature of the explosion was that of & muffled report. The
effect of the explosion did not cause him to lose his footing. At the
time of the explosion some of the passengere on the upper deck were
in the lounge and some in the dining room and connecting quarters.
Before the explosion thers had been mno indicetion of any danger. So
far as he lmew there were no passengers in the smoking room at the time,
and the only person there was the smoking room steward, The time inter-
vel in making the observation of the warious locations, particularly
from the dropring of the landing line until the lifting of the bow of

the ship, according to Kubis, was approximately one mirute.

Kubis acdvised that when the ship wes in portet Germany he
did not know of any visitors to the ship, but he dld know that certain
people have access to the ship while it is 1n port. During the trips
of the Hindenburg the passengers are conducted on tours through the
shipe. Kubis conducted a few of the tours, but they are usually assigned
4o the ship's doctor and one of the stewards. So far ss EKubis knows,
while the ship was in port in Germany, no one was conducted through the
intericr of the ship. The ship, #s is usual, is always closed to vis-
jtors ons and onehalf days before making a trip. The compeany regulations
are that while the ship is in port visitors are only oounducted through
the ship by officers of the ship. Smoking is permitted only in the
smoking room, and then only after a half hour fror leaving pert until
& half hour before lending. The smoking privileges, however, may be
denied by order of the Ceptein et any other tims that he deems it ad-
visable, All matches and lighters are taken from the crew and passengers
before the trip begins. Kubis, however, stated thet members of the crew
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may have in their possession personal flashlights.

Kubis advised that the best person to determine how far
back in the stern passengers were allowed would be the Chief Engineer,
and as far as Kubis knows, no passengers were ever allowed back to the
bulkheed to the rear of the passenger's quartere, and they were never
allowed on the service catwik of the ship. The baggage compartment
is in the rear portion of the ship and Eubis wes not aware of its ex~
act position for it is often changed.

When Eubis was first concerned about the safety of the
ship he was in e stending position, end as soon as he felt the strong
angle of incident, knew there was something amiss, and at the time he
did not eee anything to cause alerm, Kubis was unable to determine
whether it was his sense of feeling, hearing or sight that first warmed
him of impending danger, and he advised that he heard the explosion and
felt the accompanying shock at the same time.

2 Baseed
e DOLUTUe

As Kutis wes unable to furnish any further information
; th
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The second witness of May 1), 1937 was WILHELK BALIA, who
resides at Waldorf, near Frankford, Germany.

Balle edvised that he wes a member of the orew of the
Hindenburg on May 6, 1937 in the capacity of night steward. At the
time of the accident Balls wag in the dining room and he suddenly heard
a muifled explosion and felt & jerk of the ship. At that time two pess-
engers slipped aft and pulled Balle with them. Balla is not aware of
how high the ship was at the time of the explosion, end he did not knov
whether any part of the ship had at that time touched the ground.

~ Balla first noticed the fire after the explosion and then
only by reflection &s it suddenly becams very light. Balla was stand-
ing in the dining room to one side and rather far forward at the time
of the explosion end he could see aft only as far as the end of the
dining room, as he was facing inwerd and was unable to see at that time
any of the ship's windows. Bella advised that he first observed the
reflection of the fire at about thc same time of the explosion, and as
to the c¢olor of the fire, Balls stated that it was merely a bright color,.
The explosion was ir the nature of e detcnation and gave him & scare
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and started him sliding aft with the passengers.

Just shortly after the landing signal was given Balla
was standing between the forward window and an ajoining one and observed
the landing lines droppede After doserving the lending lines dropped
Balla then made room for the passengers at the window. He was not able
to estimate the time between the dropping of the landing lines and the
explosion. After Balla had slipped aft with two passengers he heard
another explosion and then started pulling himself along the handrail
to one of the windows. He observed some of the passengers Jumping out
of the window of the cabin and pulled himself to position in front of
the forward window and jumped out, At this time the ship was rather
high from the ground es it wes rising by the nose. During the epproach
to the mooring mest Balla advised that the ship was proceeding in a
normal fashion.

As to his experience with airships, Balla advised the
Board that he hed been aboard the Airship Hindenburg since its first
trial trip, but that he had no experience prior to his shipping on the
Hindenburge

Balla was excused by the Board when he advised that he had
no further informstion with reference to the wreck of the Hindenburg.

The third witness on May 1, 1937 was EMIL STOECKIE, who
recsides at Franidord, Germeny.

Btanalrle adoicad +hot ha was ahas t-ﬂ 'I-'h ﬁinf}un}ul"n on UMav
] SCLit ROAVISsSL TIST 18 WaE SOoCarQ Wi ninash WiE o~y

6, 1937 as a passenger, and is employed by the German Zeppelir Transport
Compeny in i1ts town office st Frenkford, Germany, He is in charge of
the freight and mail depertment. While on board the Hindenburg Stoe-
ckle did not have any duties to perform during the trip, but after lend-
ing he was to be in charge of the freight end mailing depertment at

lakehurst for this trip.

Stoeckle advised thet the landing slgnel was not within

hise trnorladea hut he soccimad +het+ 34 had hean siven se thav arnnrnachad
nis XIGW ‘g"‘ﬁ) p RUT N8 QSEUmSd UIAT LY 8L URCL gaVRL QS Wiy applosliiog

the mooring mast. Stoeckle did not make any special observations of
the approach of the ship to the mooring maste It was his impression
that the ship was at rest when he first saw the landing lines dropped.
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Btoeckle was on the starboard side of the ship at a
window in the passenger lounge when he saw the right landing line
droppeds After observing this, Stoeckle went to the oebin to get a
coat out of his suitcase, which had been left In front of his eabin
door, GBtoeckle's cabin was No. Ll; and was located on the upper pass-

enger deck. While Stoeckls was standing in the sorridor inm fromt of

his cabin he heard a muffled detonation, and due to the angles of ip-
¢ident which followed, he was pressed against the corridor wall,
Stoeckle then worked his way to the stairwey which went down to the
port side of the deck. Half way down this stairway Stoeckle saw -
through a window that it was too high to jump. 4t this time he alsc
saw a reflection of fire on the ground., He waited until the ship
touched the ground and the Jjar burst a window from its frame, and he
then reelized that the passengers on the upper deck had noticed the
danger dus to his hearing them rumning back and forth., When the ship
reached the ground Stoeckle used a broken window to get out of the

ship, and on landing on the ground he looked over his shoulder and
noticed that the ship was afire at the point he had just left., Btoeckle
ran from the ship to escape falling girders, and shortly returnsd to the
vicinity of the ship to assist those who were hurt. Stoeckle estimated
the time between the dropping of the landing line and the inclinetion
of the bow to be as long as it would require him to go from the passen-
ger lounge down the corridor to the eabin corridor, to the location of
hig cabin, which was about half way down the cabin corridor, BHe was
wable to exectly estimate the time that it required him to do this,

but stated that he covered this distance in a hurry as he was anxious

to get his overcoats The explosion had no particular effect on Stoeckle,
and it was the angle of inclination that caused him to be pressed against
the corridor wall. At the time of the explosion Stoeckle noticed no un-
usual odor,

Stoeckle advised that his experience on eirships prior to
this trip had been limited to a fourteen hour flight over Germany., He
sstimated the IEght of the airship above the ground to be about eipghty
or one hundred meters, and drew this conclusion from his observetion
of the lapding line,which is about one hundred twenty meters long, and
when the line wes thrown from the ship a portion of the line rested on
the ground. '

To Stoeckle's kmowledge the freight aboard the ship was
stored as follows: films in the control cer; bags in the aft part of
the ship, and es to other baggage - he had no knowledge,

g—-.
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Stoeckle advised that he did not maintain any record of
the freight aboard the ship this trip, and doesz not know how much the
freight weighed.

Stoeckle advised that ac he observed the starboard line
strike the groumd he could mot remember whether any dust arose from
the line. Prior to feeling the shock of the explosion he did not
hear any unusuel sound, and further, he was in the aft part of the
ship about 11 o'clock on the morning of Mey 6, 1937 and he had noticed
nothing unusual thers. He further advised the Board that the corri-
dor from his cabin to the middle port staircvmse was not crowded,at the
time of the explosion, with any of the baggege, and he estimated that
the distance from his cabin to the window by which he made his es&oape
wes about thirty feet and he covered this distance in somewhat of a
hurry .

As Stoeckle wms unable to furnish any further information
to the Board, he was excused. '

Witness number four on May 1, 1937 was WILHEIM STEZB,
who resides at Waldorf, Germany, near Frankford.

Steed advised that he was an Assistant Machinist in the
capacity of apprentice aboard the Hindenburg in the trip ending May 6,
1937. BHe advised that he was an employee of the Zeppelin Company since
January 7, 1937, but that he had no previous experience aboard an air-
ship. BHe further advised that he came from Unlertuerckheim, Germany,
and was employed there in the comstruction of engines, and in perticular,
engines used aboard the Hindenburg. He specifically pointed out that
he was not e member of the crew but msrely an apprentice, and his du-
ties were merely to receive instructions as to how to operate the en-
gines in flight. During the whole trip Steeb was only employed in En-
gine Car Bo. 3, the forward car on the starboard side. At the time of

approaching Lakehurst, New Jersey, Steeb was in Engine Car Wo, 3.

ched the mooring m st Steeb su

that the stern of the ship was aflame, and at the same time hsard a
hissing sownd and felt the stern of the ship sink. Before the ship hit
the grownd the flames moved forward through the ship. On first noticing
the flames and feeling the shock of the explosion Steeb caught hold of
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the strut in front of the control pensl in Engine Car No. 3 and looksd
at the floor of the car and did not lmow whether to jump out at that
time or wait, but he decided to do the latter. About this time Steeb's
partner stopped the engine and fixed the brake over the stop lever.
After the stop lever had been thrown Steeb heard the characteristiec
rough mmning of the Diesel engines As the engine had not apparently
stopped, Steeb again threw the stop lever, but by this time the engine
had stopped., Steeb then jumped out of the car apd ran from the ship,.
Waile running he felt the clothes on his back getting hot and hs ran
his hand over his back to see whether they were burning, but the only
portion of his clothes that were burning was the back of his cap, which
he took off and threw eway., Steeb saw another member of the crew, ¥r.
Doerflein, lying on the ground, end Steeb asked him if he was hurt.
Doerflein said "No" and got up and ran away, and Steeb did also,

Steeb advised that the other members of the crew in Engine
Car No. 3 were ¥r. Schaeuble, Mr. Zettel, and Mr. Doerflein. The first
machinist was Mr. Zettel, but Doerflein was operating the engine at
the time the ship was approaching Lakehurst. Mr. Schaueble was the
superior officer in charge of Engine Car No. 3.

Schaeuble came in the dar shortly before approaching Lake-
hurst, and Steeb thinks this was prior to the blowing of landing stations.
Steeb was at the operating levers of the radiator cowlings. These levers
are located in the front end of the engine car. B&teeb was stending in
the engine car nsar the car levers and looking at the engine room tel-
egrph disls, The only thing he hed to do in the landing was to observe
the action of the engines during the landing. It is slways possible to
look from the engine oar to the rear of the ship. From the engine car
one is able to see about half way back along the air ship. BSteedb was
able to sse the aft engine from his engine car. However, he was not able
to heerthe operation of this engine due to the great amount of nolse
created by his own engine No. 3. BEe was umable to see any of the port
gide engines.

As the eirship approached Lakehurst, Steeb did not notice
any of the ground activities. He did not kmow when the landing lines
were dropped nor does he have any idea &8s to the approximate time these
lines were dropped. BSteeb does not know exactly when the ship becane
nearly motionless mear the approach to the mooring mast, nor does he
remember the exmct time the engines were reversed, and based this lack

of knowledge on the fact that he was so inexperienced in airship travel
and gperation.
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Steeb advised that the order to reverse the engines oams
from the control eabin over the telegraph eystem, but he does not re-
member the exact speed used in reverse.

He advised that he first saw the fire at the stern of the
airship and at the time he was standing by Engine No, 32 not doing any=
thing in particular, but happened to be looking aft. Be observed the
fire only generally, due to the brightness of the flame throwing a
considerable glare. Steeb was upable to describe the extent of the
flame on the ship or its color., He saw the fire and at the same time
heard a hissing sound. He is rather certain that he felt a crash af-
ter he saw the flames, and thought that this crash must have been
caused by an explosion or that his engine car was being thrown from the
ship. The explosion referred to had no great effect on him except a
slight jar. Stesb was unable to estimats the distance above the ground
when he first saw the flames.

When questionsd as to the condition of the motors, Steeb
advised that the motor in car No., 3 had always run well. He did not

imow whether there was an indicator in Engine Car No. 3 which would
indicate fire in any other part of the ship. He was unable to remember
whether Engine Car No. 3 was in reverse or not at the time he saw the
fire. Steeb advised that the Diesel engines on the Hindenburg would
make the same speed in reverse that they did in ahead, and that its
rotation is about 1500 revolutions a minute. The usual cruising speed
of the Hindenburg is 1300 revolutions, and this speed was maintained
during this trip. The R.P.M. et this lending was not in the kmowledge
of Stecb as he was not looking at the R.P.U, indicator et the time of
approaching lekehurste The R.P.M. of the motors is limited by a gov-
ernor onthe engine and a stop on the fuel jet which prevents over=-
speeds., If the engine is stopped, it is stopped only on order from
the control car, and engine No. 3 ran continuously during the whole
trip of the Hindenburg. The stopping of Engine No. 3 at the tims of
the accident was a voluntary action on the part of the man at the
controls in Contrel Car No. 5.

Steeb advised that no smoking was permitting in the engzine
cars of the Hindenburg, and that the only plece smoking was permitted
was in the smoking room. He also stated that to his kmowledge there
was no welding equipment on board the Hindenburg.

With reference to the engine telegraph instructions, Steeb
advised that with reference to indication to full speed ahead the in-
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dicator shows full power and not 1500 R.P.M.

Steeb was wmable to furnish any further information, and
the Board exoused him,

-

R. WEIGHTMAN, Meteorclogist of the Weather Bureau, Washe
ington, D, C., informed that he has had 21 years!' experience with
weather conditions and the charting of the sams; that he made a gen-
eral study of the weather on the northeastern Atlantic coast for
around May 6, 1937 end this study included the immediate wvicinity of
the Atlentic seaboard. He stated he studied weather meps showing
weather oonditions prevailing on May 6, for the various vicinities for
the northeastern part of the country, and also studied an hourly wee-
ther chart for the date of May 6, 1937 up until 7:30 P.M,, Daylight
Saving Time, for lakehurst and the immediate vicinity. He has also
taken brief extracts of the log of the Naval Station, combined with
telegraphic weather reports received at that station.

He presented into evlidence nine charte which showed wea-
ther conditions in the northeastern part of the country, including lLong
Igland, Briefly, he stated that there were woather disturbances from
New York and Kortheastern Pemnsylvania on Mey 6, 1937 and that a cold
front was proceeding in from Northeastern Pennsylvania on a ten to
fifteen mile wind, and that this cold front passed lakehurst at 3,;30
P,M. There were no thunderstorms of great magnitude on the evening
of Mey 6th in the immediate vicinity of lakehurst, but showers were
reported along with & little thunder about L4:40 P.M¥, Thunder storms
decidedly local and of no great severity.

On May 15, 1937 the first witness was HANS FREUND, of
Eichlag, Germany near Frankford.

Freund advised that on May 6, 1937 he was a member of
the crew of the Hindenburg in the capacity of a rigger, teking care of
the gas shells in the ship. Since the commissioning of the Hindenburg
Freund has made all voyages except one. Since January 1930 he has
been active in lighter-than-air crafts, and up to 1932 he made short
trips aboard lighter-than-air crafts. After 1932 he made sixteen long
distance voyages on the Graf Zeppelin in the capacity of a rigger.
Since 1936 he has been aboard the Airship Hindenburge. His duties cov-
er the care of the gas shells, the outer covering structure repeairs,



B A 50 e sy VY TRART L WA Al - BT R O NS T M

- S AR SRR |

4.

[ 7 O ON P S

and maintaining the valves and water ballast. There were two more mem-
bere of the crew so engaged, a Mr., ludwig Knorr and Mr. Eric Spaehl.
Fround advised that his superior officer was Ludwlg EKnorr. A Mr, Samt
wag Freund's chief superiér officer.

Freund advised that during the trip he did not notice any-
thing wrong, and to his knowledge everything was in the best of order,
After the landing signals had been blown, Freund proceeded to his post
at rings 62 and L7 to let down the landing line theres The ring numbers
gave the meters in relation t¢ the length of the ship, Freund advised
that he remained at his poets untll after the landing signales were given.
The lending line at ring 62 is epproximately one meter to the starboard
of the center line, and the landing line at ring L7 is spproximately one
moter to the port of the center line. Freund had let down the landing
lins at ring 62 eand at this time the ship had come to practically a
stendstills. Freund was Jjust ready to let out the cable at ring 47 when
the accident happened. If he had gotten any of the cable out, it was
no more than a meter or twoe. The landing cables were let down by hand
through a vent in the side of the ship which was surrounded by & bushing.
The landing rope conasists of a steel oeble attached to the ship, and
the landing end hesa Manilla rope attached with wooden cross pieces on it.
The landing cable is wound on a drum and can be lengthened or shortened
at will, and Freund wes unable to state whether the entire length of the
steel cable was oute He approximated the length of the steel cable as
fifteen meters.

Freund advised that at ring 67 he had let out several meters
of the steel cable and had not drawn any of the oable back. Although
the ground was visible to Freund, it was hard to estimate the height of
the ship as he was only observing the ground through & hole about a foot
in diameter on the side of the ship, He thought, however, that the air-
ship was approximsntely sixty to eighty meters above the grownd. Having
let out the landing cable at ring &7 he then proceeded to ring 47, the
stern landing cable and let cut & small portion of this cable, which he
et no time pulled back into the ship.

At the time of getting the cables ready, which was about
five minutes prior to letting out the cables, one of the ropes used to
haul the cables from the lower fin, where they are stored during the
trip, becames fouled in the wires and Freund asked & colleague to free
the rope.s The rope was freed by merely pulling it out between the two
wires, and at this time nothing unusual occurred in cleering this ceble,
The cable in lowering is run through a metal eye in the outer covering

- . . P e . . e e e e e e e e e e et .
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of the ship so as not to tear this covering. To the right of the metal
eye is a hatchway about a foot in diameter which mey be opened so that
the ground may be observed, Freund advised that it was possible that
the ship ocould have been moving very slightly at the time he was at

the ring positions. Freund had no knowledge of the time the forward
lines were made fast.

With reference to the position of the landing cables
aboard the Hindenburg, Freund advised that at ring number 33 there are
two steel cables. At ring ;7 there are two steel cables, starboard and
port side. At ring 62 there is the splder which he had let out, and the
after landing line. At ring 203 is a spider on the starboard and port
side, and they are let down from the contrecl car. At ring positions
203 and 218 there are two steel cables which are attached to the docks~
ing dollies. At ring 2415 there are two landing lines and two spiders,
one on the port side and one on the starboard side., There are at the
bow, starboard and port sides, two cables to which landing spiders may
be attached from ground positions, then there is a steel cabls which
runs through the mooring cone attached to the mooring tower. At this
point Freund was excused by the Board, to be recalled on Mey 17, 1937.

Witness Mo, 2 on May 15, 1937 was CLAUS HINKELBEIN, of
Schwaeschall, Germanye.

Claus Hinkelbein advised that he was & First Lieutenant
Flizht Commander in the German Air Corps, end prior to this trip of
the Hindenburg he had had no experience with lighter~than-air crafts.
On this trip Hinkelbein was a passenger aboard the Hindemburg. He
neither heard nor saw anything extraordinary during the trip or before
the accident to the Hindenburgs The first he knew of impending danger
was & slight jerk of the ship emd the reflection of fire at the aft
end of the Hindenburg. Hinkelbein saw fire shortly after the aft land-
ing rope had been dropped. At ebout the time he observed the fire he
heerd a muffled detonation, but et the time he was not sure whether
there was en explosion aboard the ship or not. He estimated that at
the time of hearing the detonation the ship was about seventy or eighty
meters above the ground, Hinkelbein was standing at the starboard side
of the passenger quarters near the rear bulkhead, and more spscifically,
in the music room. From where Hinkelbein stood the ground was visible
and he had observed the etarboard landing line dropped. He also saw
2 line hit the ground, the ground crew run from the ship with the line,
drawing it taunt, He, however, did not notice whether the ground crew

M
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connected this line to anything or not. The detonation did not have
any particular effect upon Hinkelbein, He, however, motlced that the
ship immediately was rising very strongly forward. He estimated the
time between the first dropping of the lending line and the incident
of inolination as about two mimutes. It was practically about the
peme instant when the inclination of the ship took place that Hinkel-

. .
bein moticsd the fire. He ran o the first window on the starboard

side of the passenger quarters and waited until the ship was close
enough to the ground, and then Jumped oute

Hinkelbein advised that the passengers were only allowed
aft on tours conducted by members of the crew, and that the passenger's
quarters were locked against eny entrance aft, In fact, to get aft
from the passenger's quarters, it was necessary to pass through the
quarters of the Chief Steward.

This trip was Hinkelbein's first trip in &n eirship, end
he advised that all prior experience was limited to heavier-thau-air
craft,

Hinkelbein's impression at the time the landing line was
dropped was that the eirship was standing still, end at no time did he
have the impression that the ship ever backed up.

Hinkelbein was fir:t concerned with the safety of the
f£light when he observed the reflection of the fire, and in his opinion
thie reflection was entirely a mormal eppearance of fire, According
to his memory, the jerk, the sound of the detonation, and the reflect-
ed fire were all simultaneouss

Hinkelbein had had no experience with the type of engines
used on the Hindenburg, but during the trip he had noticed nothing un-
usual ir the running of these engines. At no time during the trip had
Hinkelbein noticed eny backfire of the engines. Hs had not cbserved
anything unsual as to the passengers or the crew during the tripe BHe
advieged that the passengers were not examined before they made tours
of the ship but that prior to getting eboard the airship they were re-
quested tc surrender all metches or lighterss It was also well knowmn
toc the members of the passenger llst that smoking was prohibited ex-
ecept in the smoking room.

As the airship approached lekehurst, Hinkelbein observed
that the ship was proceeding at & very slow pace, but due to his ine
experierce eboard airships he was wnable to estimate the speed of the

15
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he first time, Hinkelbein
he noticed lightning, but
A =

nding he observed no light-

approach. After passing over lekehurst t
advised that there wns some rain and that
only on the horizon and et the time of land hs

ning at all.

As Hinkelbein was uneble to furnish any further infor-
mation to the Board, he was excused.

It should be poted that the hearinge on May 12th and 13th
were attended by Acting Special Agent in Charge W. S. Devereaux snd
Special Agent in Charge R. E. Vetterli, and the hearings for May lLth
and 15th were attended by Acting Special Agent in Charge Devereaux and
Special Agent lec F. Malone.

It is elso well to note that beginning on Mey ljth, 1937
the Board of Inquiry representing the Department of Commerce was joined
by & German cormission that had been invited to sit in om the hearings.
This Germen commiesion was composed of Dr, Hugo Eekener, Dr. Ludwig
Duerr, Chief Construction Engineer of the German Zeppelin Transport
Company, Dre. Guenther Bock, Professor of Aerodynamics at the Charlotten~
burg Technicological Institute, Professor Max Deickmenn, Radio Expert,
Walter Hoffman, of the National Research Bureau, and Lt. Colonel Joachim
Breithaupt, of the German Air Ministry.

It is also to be noted that acting as interpreter for the
Germen crew was Frederick W. VonNiester, 354 Fourth Avenue, New York
City, who is Vice President for the Amsrican representative of the Ger-

man Zeppelin Transport Company, which 1s incorporated under the name
of the American Zeppelin Transport Company.
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7 Senstorflopeland of Ne;}ork jast telephoned and

wanted to know i the Buresu was doing enything on the air disaster.
%_ He stated thet he wae Chairman of th&{Safety of the Air and had sert

his expert to Lakehurst; that his expert had Jjust "phoned him end
advised him that down the road about 1000 ft. from where the sccidert
occurred Toot prints of two men were fourd and that if sabotege was
_eommitted it was entirely possible that & bullet could have been fired
“ " from & gun with a silercer csusing the ship to explode. He stated
that he reslized this was not & grewt deal to go on but that where
the footprints were located was off of the rosd and he thought thet
inpsmuch as it was a clue the footprirts should be preserved.

t-«}_ﬁ I zdvised the Sernastor that the Bureau was not doing
3

anything in connection with this matter but that from press reports
various committees were created and are apparently functioning. He
then stated that the "G-men who were there and saw the footprirts
with his expert were not impressed by them at ali"™. He stated that
he was of the opinion no store thould be left unturned &nd he merely
1 warted the Bureau to know what was discovered.

I ther advised the Semater that if agents were present
they were merely there as observers and in po other capacity. He
stated thet his men's name was Nr. Rogeﬂ&ﬁilli&mson and that he was

—~ nov in New York City ard could be located at Butterfield B7574 end 3 L

{  But
. thet he would return to Lakeburst tomorrow.
<ECORTED & INDEXED éaz . g’/Qﬂ - /‘{ﬁ

I immedistely advised Mr. Foxworih of tWis irformation
and supgested to him that he czll Imspector Connelley who was et Leke-

hurst and edvige him the information the Senator had 4ravismitied to the
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Federal Bureau of Inuestigation

United Htates Bepartment of Justice

936 Raymond-Commerce Building
Newark, New Jersey

May 11, 1937.

TELSANA GO TR TA T proLssnIizrzen TJ\ <2/ Bowt L 2 Mr, Tester ... ..
FERSOHAL AND -S6imbiili e postag iYLl BN S AR e =
C‘,;__ "/rﬁk

Direotor, _
Federal Bureau of Inveatigation,
Washington, D. Co»
o
Re: ATRSHIP HINDENBURG.

Dear Bir;

In connection with the sotivity of the Newark office
as to the disaster ocourring in conneotion with the airship
Hindenburg on May &, 1937, there is attached hereto, for the
informetion of the Bureau, outline of the mctivity to date.
This is covered in the memorandum of Special Agent in Charge
We S. Dovereaux of May 11, 1937, and the memorandum of myself,
submitted as of May 11, 1937, and Jjoint asmorandum of Special
Agents in Charge R. E. vgtterli end W. 5. Devereaux whioh, in
substance, covers the activity of the Newark office to date.

Reference is made to the suggested or contemplated
inquiry by ColonelfHartney and Roger Williamson as stated by
the latter to the $ffeot that they wire consldering a searoh
of the terrain inside the reservation for anything which would
indicate the cause of the disaster to the Hindemburg. As stated
in my conversation with Mr. Foxworth the travel of the alrship on
the afterncon of May 6, 1537 in the vicinity of the Naval Air
Station would meke an mquiry of such limited mature of little

] e e den ha ad +had dha -k Plavdmm dvn dolaa
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vicinity of the Naval Air Statlion for possibly two hours or more
before it landed, and sany direct aotion taken towards the ship
from the ground could just as well have oocourred anywhere within
an aresa of possibly fifty equare miles, more or less. In fact,

it is my personel opinion that possibly any sctlon, if it ocourred,
would have been by some person outside of the reservation rather
than by somebody entering the reservation grounds for this pur-
pose, It is to be noted partioulerly that numercus spectators
surrounded the field in expectaticn of the landing of the Hinden-
burg on this dete. Any direct action, of course, would have been
subjeot to possible observation by the numerous spectators if it
had ocourred within the lumediate vieinity of where the ship was
lending. e e
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At approximatoly'B;OO P.M, on the ovening of May 6 1937, -
Acting Specisal Agent in Charge W. S. Devereaux was telephonically
informed by Assistant Special Agent in Charge T. J. Donegen, of the
New York Field Division, to the effect that former Special Agent in
Charge E. L. Richmond, who is convalescing at his home, had heard a
presc dispatch given over the radio et approximately 7:40 ®P.M, to the

eifect that the Alrship Eindenburg had exploded and had been complately .

derolished at Lakeiurst, New Jersey, as it was attempiing. zo land on
its initial trip for the year 1637 from Germany;

-~ ~ Bared upon this 1n*ormation, 2 telephono enll wase placed to
the Suresu by ACtlng Special Agent in Charge We S. Deveresux, &ind son-
tect was hadé with ¥r. Foxworths MNre Foxworth wes informed thot the
news of ihe crash of the Hindenburg had been received, ané that inasmuch
&5 the Navel Air Basze at Lakehurst, New Jersey, wes a Government Reser-
vation, Acting Special Agent in Cherge Devereaux and Inspsctor Conmelley
were proceeding immediately to Lakehurst in an effort to ascertain whet-
her or not the facts invelved would constitute a situatlon that would

_he e orire over which this Bureau had investigative jurisdiction, Mr,

Foxworth stated to Acting Special Agent in Charge Devereaux that it was

gatisfactOr‘y to Freceed to Ynk-hn‘-e'l' but that no sctive investi cation

rliuea MEET WS MR Ve e

was to be conducted; that the facts ﬂure to be obtained and that the
Buresu wes then to be immediately notified telephonically.

Shortly after midnight on the evening of May 6, 1937, the
following fucts were telephonically conveyed to Mr, Foxworth, of the
Bureau, by Acting Special Agert in Charge Devereaux: C

h? \1 . A% ‘ K 4y
i That the erash cf the Hindenburg had occurred at approrimetes
ly 7:26 P,M,, &s she was about two hundred feet above the pground, and-

that fire was first noticed at the stern of the ship; that “the ship
had then become enveloped ir flames and had crached to the ground;
further that there were 97 persorns on bosard, sixty-orne of the irdi-
viduels constituting the crew, and thirty-six individuals making up
the passenger list,
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is ir charge of the ¥aval Base at lakehurst, had indicated that he did -
not know the cause of the hydrogen explosion which had ocourred sborrd
the Einderburg, but that he was of the opinion that it should be classed
merely as an acoident, end that there was no evidence of ssbotage or any
illegal act in commectiorn with the destruction of the Airship,

It was noted that during the brief interval of time spent
gt the Navel Air Base on the night of May 6, 1937, Captain Anton Witte-
mann, who wee third in charge of the Alrship Hinderburg and who was one
of the gurvivors, made mention of the fagt to Cormander Roserdahl; in
the presence of Inspector E. J« Connelley and Acting Specizal Agent in
Charge W. S. Devereaux that a warning had been received by the Einden-
burg, and it was indicsted thet only Wittemann, Ceptain Max Pruss, and
Captain Frunst Ielmann had been in possession of the information come-
serning the warning, Thie fact was conveyed to Mr. Foxworth, es well
gs the fact that Cormander Dosendehl and gaptain Wittemamnn engaged in
private conversstion concernirg the warning end also the fact that
Wittemann was ceutioned, in the presence of the Agents, 'to say uothing
further concerning the incldent,

‘Upon receipt of this informetion, Mr. Foxworth instructed .
that apparertly there was no need of further activity on the part ofr
the Newark Field Division at lakehurst, Wew Jersey, ard that all fur-
ther action was to be disocontinued, :

Shortly after noon on May 7, 1537, Acting Special Agent in
Charge W. Se Deveregux received a telephonic communication from As-
sistant Director Clyde Tolson, of the Bureau. At this time, kr, Tol-
son informed that Special Agent James Fallon, of the Philadelphie
Tield Divisicn, had Leer st Lakehurst following the accident on the
night of Mey &, 1027, and that at the time he left Lakehurst early
on the morning of May.7, 1937, he had beer informed that (ormaxnder
Rosendahl was desirous of heving a Bureau representative present at
the inquest or st the hesring concerning the cause of the srash of
the Hindenburg. Mr. Tolson informed that he was of the opinion that
Acting Speciasl Agent in Charge Deverecux, in company with elther
Inspector Es Je Connelley or Special Agent in Charge R. E. Vetterli,
should proceed to Lakehurst and inform the Naval suthoritiss that
they were acling only in the carecity of observers, and that the

'-.':.-' . r\_ : w7 ‘v"‘h\ .
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- s #The Bureau was informed that Commander C. B. Rosentahl,-who
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Bureau was teking no active ‘part in the ;ﬁQuast_insoﬂir as investigative
. activity was concerped at.this times --° - < ' ST

In compliance with this telephonic ecommunicetion, Inspector
£, J. Connelley and Acting Special Agert in Charge W. Se Deveresux
proceeded to Lakehurst on the afternoon of May 7, 1937, and the infor- -
metion obteined, as well ms subseguent developments, are set out in the -

report of Inspector E. J. Comnelley, dated at Yewnrk, New Jersey, May , '
19570 ’ ’ '
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G36 Raymond~Commerce Building,
Newark, New Jersey.

Mey 11, 1937,

N

TEE FOLLOWING IS SUBMITTED BY INSPECTOR E. J. CONNELLEY,

On the night of May 6, 1937, together with Special Agent
in Charge Devereaux, I proceeded to the Navel Air Station, Lakehurst,
New Jersey, arriving there at approximately 10:15 p. m. The purpose

of this oieit a8 "n annardomira with tha 1nf‘nmn+*nn lef hﬂ"‘ "h tha
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mena report of Special Agent in Cherge Devereaux, that is, to learn
what the general situation was, and in the absence of anything
werranting investigative effort by the Bureau, we were to appear in
the capacity of observers only.

Contact was had with C. E. Rosendahl, Commander, U, S.
Navy and Commanding Officer of the Nawal Air Station. At this time,
he indicated to us the substance of the details of what had occurred
as to The wreck of the Hincenburge. Inasmuch as this information will
be repeated later in his testimony before the Board of Inquiry of the
Us 8. Department of Commerce, it will not be repeated here. We
offered to Commander Rosendahl our cooperation in anything that we
could do to assist, At this time, there was more or less confusion
in connection with the disposition of the dead and injured persons,
and after further conference with Commander Res endahl, we departed
from the Air Station at approximately 12:15 a. m,, May 7, 1937 for
Newark. The substance of the above informetion cbtained was telephoned
to the Bureau to M¥r, Foxworth by Special Agent in Charge Devereeux at
approximately 1 a, m, from Freshold, New Jersey.

On Mey 7, 1937, together with Special Agent in Cher ge
Devereaux, I proceeded to the Naval Air Station, Lakehurst, New
Jersey, and again conferred with Commander Rosendehl as to the general
situation and at this time Lieutenent Commander C, V. Fnox, of the
Naval Air Station, took us to the wreck of the Hindenburg and pointed
out to us the various salient features as had come to his attention,
together with his observations at the time of the wreck on the previous
date, May 6, 1937, Lieutenant Commander Knox indicated that one

L ) TR b ey
: v~ .-
~ Lol R LT r‘""-T’F‘l"""‘..ﬂ. T L

LT
94 ﬁ }*“‘D '

COPIES DESTROYED

80

OUT 21 1964



AT

peculiar circumstance, in connection with the flame which burst
from the ship et various times while it was settling to the

ground after the first appearance of fire and the later explosions,
wes one rather white hot flame, apparently -spurting from the

upper portion of the ship, having a somewhat similar appearance

to the flame from an acetylene torch., He was not aware as to the
nature of this and has indicated ke will make some research. It

is possible this might have been escaping hydrogen which, when not
mixed with sir, readily burns with an intense flsme and heat. He
also indicated there was some indication that other officers may
have seen a similarly dessribed flmme in other portions of the ship.
All this situation will be brousht out undoubtedly in the hearings
before the U. S. Department of Commerce, Lieutenant Comnander Knox
also indicated there was some referencs, although he could not
verify same, to the effect that there might have been flames
appearing in the rear portion of the ship as the Hindenburg came
over the 7ield, This has not been definitely established snd
probably will also be covered ir the interview of various witnesses
who observed the airship es it came in to land, Lieutenant Commander
Knox indicated that the two ropes which are reeled out from the bow
of the ship to effect the attachment of the mooring cable to the
mooring mast had been reeled out for possibly five minutes before
the explosion occurred end were on the ground for this length of
time, The ship was not much higher from the ground et this time
than the height of the large haugar on the field, which would be
approximately 200 feet, or less. The fire appeared at the rear of
the ship above the fin, Lieutenant Commander Knox indicated that
the landing ropes which were first cast out were very dry and this
wes apparent by reason of the fact that they threw out considerable
dust when the large roll hit the ground, He advised that the ship
came in from the West of the field and was tacking ageinst the wind.
There was sonme light rain at this time, slthough the rather heavy
rain prior to that time had fairly well cleared up at the time of
the attempted landing. Immedistely af'ter the fire appeared and
the explosiocn thereafter, the tail of the ship hit the pround and
apparently broke in two near the middle.

: Lieutenant Commander Knox indicated that the ship
apparently left Frankfort on the Main, Germany, at 3316 p. m. on
Menday, May 3, 1937 and if it bed traveled on scheduls, it would
have lended at 6 a., m., on May 6, 1937. The reports from the ship

indiceted that this would be the landing time, till epproximately

G

2

S A YO



B T S A

e
A
&

]

3 p. m., May 6, when they radioed that they would land eround 6 p. m,
The plan was that if the ship landed on May 6, they would take off

for the return trip on the same day et 10 p. m., provided the passengers
and freight would be loaded in time for such departure, otherwise

it would have been later on this same night, At the present time,

the nessencars ATe gn‘l’.hnrnd tozsthar at the Biltmore Hotel in New

ViiT pAC O eapTa v aswa wer weE O LIITL wale =Wl e LLVLEL

York City and brought to Newark, where they are shuttled to the field
by plene, If the weather conditione ere such as to prevent the plane
getting through, they are then carried direct by automobile from New
York to the Nevsl Air Station, The above-indicated information was
informally given to us by Lieutenant Commander Knox for our informa~-
tion ir order that we would understand the various proceedings taking
place end is not an official report by him of the situation. He has
been subpoenaed to appear before the Department of Air Commerce

of his copinions and what he observed.

On Y¥ay 8 there was contacted, at Lakehurst, Xew Jersey,
¥r, South Trimble, Solicitor, Depertmert of Commerce, and Major E.
W, Schroeder, Assistant Director, Buresu of Air Comrerce, who
jindicated that they, tozether with Lennis Mulligen, Chief of the
Reguletion and Enforcement Division Bureeu of Alr Commerce, would
open an inguiry into the wreck of the Hindendurg on Monday, Mey 10,
at 10 a, m, It was also indiceted that Commander Rosendehl, Lisutenant
Coloriel C. De. F. Chendler, U. S. Army, Retired, Colonel H., B, Fartney,
Civilian Employee of the Sefety Committee of the Commerce Committee
of the U. S, Senate, Gill Robb Wilson, Director of Aeronauties for
New Jersey, and possibly Lieutenant General Hans Von Boettiger,
Military Attache of Hans Luther, German Ambassador to the United
States, would act in an advisory cepascity to the Board of Inquiry
sbove indiceted, together with possibly some others who were to be
indiceated later. Nr. Trimble and ¥ajor Schroeder were advised of
our position, ss previously indicated ebove, in comnection with eny
inquiry which was t¢ be instituted in this matter at the Navel Air
Station,

On Mey G, 1937, Colorel H., B, Hartney and epparently his
assistent, Roger Williamson, identified themselves to us, they having
e letter signed by Senator Royal S. Copeland, Cheirmen of the Committee
on Commerce, U. S, Senate, and at this time Willismson and Colonel
Hertney mdvised that they had been meking en examinetion of the
terrein within the confines of the reservation with the possibility

%
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that they might find eame exploded shells and apparently they were
definitely of the opinion that somebody had come upon the reservation
end fired into the Hindenburg, They edvised that in connection

with their search, they hed found the tracks of two.persons who had
climbed over the fence on the far side of the reservation end had
welked in approximately 1,000 feet along the road, which leads towards
the hesdguarters building and to the North of the place on the field
where the Hindenburg hed landed, They pointed out these tracks to

us st this time and indicated they were making some investigation as
to this, They were referred to Lieutenant Commander F. W,
Reichelderfer, former Executive Officer at the Nawvel Air Station,

for informetion, inasmuch as we hed learned in the safternoon, from
conversation at beadquarters, that two boys hed surreptitiously
entered the confines of the reservation and had been picked up by

the Neval Guard and brought to hesdquarters and it was suggested

that possibly these tracks might have been made by these boys on
¥ay ¥, 1935, Special Agents in Charge Vetterli and Devereaux took
photographs of these tracks as made by these two individuals end on
May 10, 1537, plaster of paris casts were made of these tracks by
Special Agent in Charge Vetterli, ms subsequently will be covered in
more deteil, They also made inguiry which indicates that et the point
where eniry was made, resulting in these trecks, & road runs along
the outside of the fence of the reserwation and numerous spectators
were along this roed in sutomobiles and on foot at the time the
Hindenburg attempted to land, After the explosion end fire,

pumerous of these swarmed over the field from all directions and
epparently for a period of three or four hours the people ocontinued
to roam over varjous perts of the reservation in en endeavor to get
neer to the wreck of the Hindenburg, after which they were all ex-
cluded from the reservations The wreck of the Hindenburg itself

has been under a constant militery and naval guard and no one, other
then the persons who went in to teke out the injured and the bodies
of the dead, were allowed to go into the wreck itself, Other persons
have not been allowed to approach or touch enything in connection
with the wreck and it has been mainteined intact sae such,

On the afternoon of Mey 7, 1937, I understand that the
wreck wes officielly turned over by the Navy Department to the
Department of Commerce for their investigation subsequently opened
as of 10 as mes on May 10, 1957, A Navel Board of Inguiry was con-
vened at 10 a,. m, Monday, Mey 10, and adjourned penaing the investiga-
tion to be made by the boerd appoirnted by the Department of Cormerce.
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This mdjustment of investigative activity was accomplished by con-
ferences between the Navy Depertment and the Department of Commerce
on Seturdey, Mey 8, 1637, .

On Mondey, Mey 10, 1937, the first witness celled before
the Investigating Committee of the Deparmment of Commerce wes
Commander C, K. Rosendahl., He first outlined his prior experience,
showing him to be probably the best informed lighter-than=-air man
in the military and navel forces of tvhe United Staves, He has been
in commend of the Los Angeles, the Akron, the training school for
lighter-than-eir men at Lakehurst, New Jersey snd he has made trial
trips and a trip eround the world in the Graf Zeppelin. He is now
the Commanding Officer of the Neval Air Station at Lekehurst, New
Jersey.

The substance of the testimony of Commander Rosendahl
was to the effect that an arrangement had been made whereby the
Bindenburg would make epproximetely 18 trips during the period of
1937 from Germany to the United States, this being a revocable per-
mit to the Americen Zeppelin Transport Company, who are the American
Agents of the German Company operating the Hindenburge This was
more or less the commercial arrangement as between the Navy,
Comrerce and State Departments and the representatives of the Hin-
denburg whereby they were to take adventage of certain facilities
at the Nevel Air Station not in use et the present time; also
similer service was to be arrenged at the Naval Reserve Station at
Miami, Florida, It was indicated that the operation was at the
entire risk of the permites and further absolved the United Svates
from any damage., They were to pay the necessary fees for the ser-
vices rendered, Commender Rosendahl indicated that the Hindenburg
departed from Frankfort, Germany on Nay 3, on schedule, thet commmnicea-
tion was had with seme by radio through Meckey and that frequent re-
ports were received by tvhe station from vhe Hindenburg during the
trip.. During the latter part of the trip static was bad, although
this did not sericusly interfere with thair communications. A few
hours before the arrivel, communication was received by the Naval
Station et Lakehurst that they would arrive at 6 a, m. Kastern
Standerd Iime, Thursday, May 6, 1937 unless they arrived sufficiently
ahead of their scheduled time to provide for a landing before
micnight of the previous night, The scheduled departure wes to
be 10 p. m., May b, 19%7 for Germanye. A pground crew was arranged
which consisted of 92 Lavy personnel and 139 civilians arrenged for
by the American Zeppelin UYransport Compeny, with the epprovel cf the
Navnl Air Stetione Al1l of the sbove-indiceted personnel were mer who
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had previously worked at the Navel Air Station and were femiliar
with the handling of airshipss The plsn was thet the Hindenburg,
when it arrived, would be moored at the mast unless it was rec-
essery to take the ship into the hangar for repairs. UThe ship
carried a totel of 97 persons, 61 in the crew and 36 pessengers,

The ship had & head or retvarding wind sand it wes evident they would
not arrive at 6 a. m, May 6, 1937. Leter during the day they set
their tine of arrival at 6 p, m., which would have been 12 hours
late, Arrenganents were mede with the landing erew socordinglye.

rhe ship actually arrived in the vicinity of the air field previous
to this tvimee ‘The weather was unsettled and the various conditionms
of weather which he related indicated it was inndvisable to ettempt
s lending when the ship first appeered. There had been heavy showers
and thunders The depression wes variable in the vicinity. At 340
to 4145 p. m. there were showers and thunder. Bevween 5 and 6 p. m.
the ship came over the alrport and proceedea to the South and
¥astward., Due to the fact the ship was lave in arriving and the
desire to deparv on her reguler schedule that night, it was desired
to accomplish the landing at the earliest possible moment. They also
wished, if possible, to service the ship during the daylight hours.
At S:45 p. m. the station sent e message to the Eindenburg that
conditions were unsettled end recommended that they nov land until
further word wes had from the stetion and requested the ship to ed-
vise them whet they intended to do, At 5:53 p. m,, Eastern Stanaard
Time, they received a message from the Hindenburg saying, "We will
wait until you report that landing conditions are better. (Signed)
Pruss.," At 6:12 p. m., Eestern Stendard Time, the station sent a
messege to the ship that conditions were mow considered suitable for
landing and that ths ground orsw was ready. There was thunder over
the station at that time., The ceiling was sbout 3,000 feet with
visibility of esbout 5 milea, The ship, in the meantime, had dis-
appeared out of sight due to the direction in which it had proceeded,
having a ceiling of about 500 or €00 feet, At 6:15 p. m. & message
was sent to the ship recommending thatthey land end thet conditions
were repidly improving, Soon thereafter, the ship appeared cn a
Northerly course and passed over the station practically direotly

over the mooring maste At one end of the staton it turned to the

: : .
left and ecircled the station and came in from the Westward, It

turned to the right for the epprosch to the landing mast in a
general Southerly direction, The weether conditions, atjthe actual
time of the attempted landing, indicated a ceiling of 2,000 to
3,000 feet, with some clouds mnd very light rain. The wind was
from the Southeast and sbout one knot. The wind velocity, at the
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top of the water tower, 186 feet in height, was indicated at six
kmots. There was occesional lightning in the South and Southwest;
the weather conditions were improving repidly and Commander
Rosendah) indicated, in his opinion, the weather was emtirely
satisfactory for lending. The ship made a sharp turn to the
starboard, but this was not unusuel, The approech, in his opinion,
was normal for a ship inflated with hydrogen and they utilized the
backing power of the engines to check the approach of the ship, which
is customary., The ground crew was, in all respects, ready to receive
the ship., The men of the ground crew had been instructed in groups,
wunder their respective leaders, &8s to“the handling of the ship on
the ground. They dropped the landing ropes from the bow of the ship
at a point about 70O feet from the mooring mast which were immediately
connected to the ground lines, These lines are used to draw the ship
into position for attaching the steel landing ceble which is drawn
into the mooring mast. The approach was mede at ean elevation of

200 feet or less. Commander Rosendahl was located et the mooring
mast and gave the necessary instructions as to the handling of the
ground crew at this point. He indiceted the wind blew to the
Westward when the ship reached the surface end he believed the con-
ditions were setisfactory in general and that they were proceeding
in & normal manner to land the ship, About four minutes &fter the
control ropes had connected with the ground and while the mooring
cable was being lowered, but which had not as yet reached the ground,
certain events occurred which changed the normal landing procedure.
The nose of the ship was about 50 feet from the circuler track which
is 671 feet from the mooring mest. The ship never got any closer to
the mooring mast than this point. At this time he indicated he saw
a small burst of flame on the top of the ship toward the stern and,
in his opinion, this indiceted to him the doom of the ship., Imme-
diately, the entire stern took fire and after this initial burst

of flame, the fire progressed forward, He expected more in the

way of explosion than wes apparent, although he had never seen an
airship burn infleted with hydrogen., There were several mild ex~
Plosions and the ship was generally consumed by fire. He had no

Imowledge of the origin of the fire, The ship continued to come

down &t the stern and thereafter the front portion of the ship
settled to the ground at a moderate rate of descent, He ran from
the vicinity and commanded the ground crew to do llkewise in order
to avoid their being ceught under the ship as it fell. When the
ship settled, the ground crew immediately returned to effect the
possible rescue of the injured. They immediately arranged for the
necessary fire-fighting espparatus, they using chemiocals for this
purpose, There is no water line in the immediete vicinity of the
mooring mast and this necessitated the laying of considerable hose
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to remch it, The wounded were immediately taken out and taken to
the hospital until the available space was exhausted., A guard was
immediately established to prevent anything being stolen from the
ship., Of the 97 persons on board, 39 members of the crew survived
and 2} of the passengers survived. Twelve passengers are dead and
22 members of the crew are dead. One member of the ground crew was
burned and subsequently died on May 6, 1937.

Commander Rosendah] reed into the record the warious
specifications of the Hindenburg which will be available and in-
cluded, if desirable, in a later report. The Hindenburg normally
carries a grew of about L0 and in addition, oarries various
trainees.

Commander Rosendahl indicated the ship had not touched
the ground until the fire brought her down., The ropes had been on
the ground at lest four minutes before the fire and explosions
ocourred. As the ship epproached, they had dropped water ballasts,
but this water ballast does not come to the ground in a direct
stream and would possibly eliminate the ides of being a static
conductores The control system of the gas wvalves is a menual
operation located in the control cabin. There are also individual
valves on the individual cells which could be released. These
valves are only worked when 1lnstructions are given by the officer
in charge of the control care. There is also an automatic alarm
eystem which shows the exact pressure in the various cells. At
times the gas is released from the warious cells in order to main-
tain the equilibrium of the ship, such as occurs when the fuel oil
is used up.

F. W. Von Meister was the second witness called at the
hearing, he being located at 35} Fourth Avenue, New York City, and
Vice-~President of the American Zeppelin Transport Company, the
Agents for the Hindenburg in the United States. He further
slaborated upon the arrangemsnts as made through the German
Ambassador and the State Department for the 18 trips of the Hin-
denburg during the present year., He indiceted he was present on
the field on May 6, 1637 when the Hindenburg attempted a landing,
He indicated the ship was to land at approximetely € &, m. on
Thursday, Mey 6, 1937; that it was delayed, and as a result of
contact with the ahip, they leter arranged for a landing et
6 p. m. the same date. He referred to the storm conditions over
the field in the afternoon of ¥ay 6, 1937. He advised the ship
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that it then proceeded to the Southeast of the station and they
ocould have landed the ship at this time, he believes, if the ground
orew had besa avallable, but as indicated above, this had been
arrenged for 6 p. m, He advised the storm continued later until
about 6330 p. m. Daylight Saving Time and the ship endeavored to land
at 7 p. m., Daylight Saving Time; that it ceme in from the Southwest,
passed over the mooring mast and swung in a large circle to the leflt
and approached the field from the West, The cable had been laid out
in a Southensterly direction; that the weather changed and the cable
was moved to a Northeasterly direction and the ship came in at about
150 feet elevation West of the mooring mast, The ship has sufficlent
speed to steer,and reversed its engines and it was about 7120 p. m.
when they dropped the ground ropes. He indicated he was about

100 yards from the mooring mast between the bow and stern of the
ship ; thet he observed the stern of the ship throw out water
bellasts three times, which would indiocate that possibly the ship
was heavy in the after parts The handling ropes on the sterm had
been dropped. These do not, of course, touch the ground. The ship
was settling to & landing when he observed & reflection of light

on the entire edge of the upper fin and there appeared, at the same
time, flemes out of the port side, just above and forward of the
port fin, The tail started to sink and the flames were traveling
along the top of the ship and coming out in two or three places in
spurts of flame., The ship broke in the middle and the nose was the
last to fall., Water was discharged from the front of the ship end
when it came down it was in total collapse, He thereafter ran in

to help in the aid of people irying to leave the ship,

The above meeting was adjourned at 2:130 p. m. in order
that the various members of the Board of Inquiry and the Technical
Advisors could proceed to the vicinity of the wreck of the Hinden-
burg where they made casual observations from the sidelines and
various photographs were taken by the newspaper fraternity.

In connection with my prior above reference to Lieutenant
Colonel Harold B, Hartney and Roger Williamson, Mr. Williamson in-
dicated to me that he had discussed with Commander Rosendahl the
advisability of assigning numerocus paval personnel to make a search
of the terrein on the naval air station field and that he had dis-
cussed this with Senator Copelend who was very much surprised to
learn thet they had not made a search of the ground in the vicinity
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of the ship end on the navel station. He has suggested to Commander
Rosendahl that poesibly we, as representatives of the Federal Bureau
of Investigation, might care to direct the activities of these men.
It wes indicated diplomatically to Mr, Williamson that possibly his
ideas and suggestions should be communicated to Mr. South Trimble

as head of the Department of Commerce Investigating Committee for

his opinion as to whet their plans and objectives were in connection
with the investigation they were making inasmuch as possibly they had
already planned to consider any and all necessary inquiry of this
nature and further, that they might feel that this was in conflict
with the province of their investigative inguiry which, I understood,
was to be for the purpose of determining all facts, causes and cir-
cumstances in connection with the disester to the alrship Hindenburg.

it e e+ e



- LT R .. D T

E. isrtn

R NI P RN |

) T R

[

COPIES DESTROYED 4r TLELITETIONS

Newark, New Jersey
Mey 11, 1937.

= MEMORANDUM FOR THE REPORT =

The investigation reported in the ensulng memorendurm was based
upon the instructions of Inspector Es Js Connelley to the effect that
Specisl Agent in Charge R, E. Vetterli and Acting Specisal Agent in
Charge W. S. Devereaux were to proceed to the Naval Fase at lakehurst,
Y. Je, on the dete of May 9, 1637 for the purpose of ascertaining the
names of the two individuels who had been teken into custody by the
Naval suthorities on the evening of May 7, 1937, at which time the XNaval
suthorities found the ebove-referred to individuals on the Government
reservetion.

It might be well to note that the investigation requested by
Inspector Connelley is based upon the fact that certain Investigators
for the Copeland Senate Committee had previously informed that foote
print impressions had been located by them at & fence which enclosed
the reservation at lakehurst, and that it was the opinion of the invest-
igetors for this committee that these footprint impressions had some-
thing to do with the Hindenburg disaster on the evening of May 6, 1937.

It should also be noted that mention had been made to Inspector
Connelley by the Naval authorities on e previous cccasion that two in-
truders had been taken into custody on the evening of May 7th by the
Marine Guard, at which time these two individuals were attempting to
obtein a closer observation of the Hindenburg wreckage, and at the time
they were teken into custody the Naval authorities had reprimanded
then severely and had escorted them from the reservation. It was felt
by Inspector Connelley that the two individuals referred to by the Na-
val authorities as being the intruders on Mey 7th might possibly be the
individuals who had made the footprint inpressicns referred to by the
Benste Committee.

Bpecial Agent in Charge Vetterli and Acting Special Agent in
Charge Devereaux upon arriving at lakehurst, ¥. J., on May 9, 1937,
contacted Lt, Commander F. W. Reichelddfer and requested that he sup-
ply the names of the two individuals who had been taken into custody
by the Marine Guards at the time thet they had attempted to invade the
reservation on the evening of May 7the At this time Reicheldefer re-
ferred these Agents to Lt. R. K. Antrim, who, according to Reicheldef-
er, had been the interviewlng officer.
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1t. R. N, Antrim was subsequently ocontacted, emd he informed
that he is & Lieutenant in the U. S. Favy, being in the Junior gradej that
he has been at the Neval Base at Iakehurst, ¥, J., for the last year;
that he recalled that on the evening of May 7th at approximately 6 P.M.,
he was motified by & member of the Marine Guard to the effect that two
young boye had been taken into custody at the time they attempted to
enter the reservation for the purpose of gairing s closer obserwvetion
of the wreckage of the Hindenburg. In connection therewith Antrim
informed that he had these two young boys brought to the Administration
Building et lakehurst and hed severely reprimanded them for their il-
legal entry, and had then accompanied them to their car, which was lo-
cated near their place of entry, which, it should be noted, is situated
at the northerrn side of the reservation.

Lt, Antrim stated that these individuals gained access to the
reservation through a party by the name of CUBBINS.

According to Antrim, on May 7th he had obtained the names of
these two yourg boys, but had subsequently mislaid the paper containing
the pames, but he recalled that they geve as their residence Germentown,
Philadelphie, Pa., and he nleoc recalled that one of the individuels is
at the present tlme a student at theWharton School of Accountency, Phil-
eddbhie, Pa. Antrim informed that these two individuals were quite
youthful, end he is positive that they had nothing whatever to do with
the destruction of the Hindenburg. He stated, however, that if the ne-

caannidy sraza 214 snaad +o the Who—kcoo Dahoan? coniir -
cessity arose, he oould proceed to the Wharton School of Accountansy,

Philadelphia, Pa., and positively identify the yourg chap who had stated
he had attended this institution. ‘

1t., Antrim took the Agents to the place of emtry, and it was ob-
gerved that the location of the entry wes on the northern side of the
reservation, while the footprint A4mpressions referred to by the Cope-
land Sennte Investigating Committee were located on the western extreme
ity of the reservation.

It might be here stated that the place of entry on the part of
the two intruders on May Tth is loceted approximately one mile and a
half fromw the situs of the footprint impressions referred to by the
Senete Investigating Committee,

Agents were informed by Lt. Antrim that it would be impossible
for the Navel officiels to furnish the names of these two individuals
due to the misplacement of the paper upon which their names had been

wannvrdAnad
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At this time Lt. Antrim was teken by the Agents to the loca~-
tion of the footprint impressions above referred to, and it should be
here noted that these footprint impressions are situated in the most
open part of the reservation upon which is located the Naval Base.
Further, according to Antrim, he distinctly recalls that on the even-
ing of May 6th, the date of the arrival of the Hindenburg, he was
stationed on the mooring mast to which the Hindenburg was supposed to
be tied at the time that she would land on May 6th, and Antrim recells
that he made the statement to the crew, who were also with him at the
mooring mast, that there were a great number of automoblles and spec-
taters lining the road and fence on the west side of the reservation,
at which place the footprint impressions were located.

Lt. Antrim stated that he would be glad to give the Agents

an opportunity to interview the remeining mmber of Nevy persomnel

who were stationed with him at the mooring mast on the evening of May
6th, all of whom had & complete view of the location of the footprint
jmpressions as well as the entire west side of the Federal reservetion,

In comnection therewith, W, H. EERDON, cockswain, 8. W. HAWKIRS,
boatsmate, second elass, and B. E, HARRINGTON, boetsmate, first class,
were interviewed, and informed that they had essembled, along with the
entire landing personnel, at the Naval Base at 5 P.M., in the main han-
gar on May &th, at which time they received final instructions from
their respective ocommanders, and that about ten after five P.M., these
three individuals took up station on the mooring meste They informed
that epproximately at 5:20 P.¥., they were jJoined at the mooring mast
by Lt. R. Ne Antrim, who was to be their commending officer during the
landing of the Hindenburg eirship.

All of these individuals definitely recall that the remerk was
made by Lt. Antrim to the effect that there were certainly a great
number of people lining the western side of the reservation, and that
all ol these individuals noticed that a vast number of spectators in
cars were parked on the west side of the reservation in clear view of
the mooring mast, and were so situated that they would have a clear
view of the entire terrain of the fence lining the west side of the
reservation, and the landing position of the Hindenburge. Upon further
interrogation Herdon, Bawkins, Harrington, end It, Antrim all stated
that prior to the orash of the Hindenburg there were no individuals
between the fence lining the western side of the reservation and the
landing side of the Hindenburg imsofar as they could escertein, and
further, upon the explosion of the Hindenburg, spectators converged

oY



on to the field from all sides.

According to Lt Antrim, the most that could be done by the
Beval personnel was to oare for the dead and injured who had been in-
volved in the Hindenburg craeh, as well as to keep the spectators
back from the burning wreckage. '

Lt. Antrim also stated that it was some three or four hours

. before the Marine patrols were established and mainteined on the res-

ervation and before all of the inveding spectators could be excluded
from the reserveation proper,

It might be noted that owing to olimatic conditioms, there
being a slight drizzling rein, the people in the automobiles on the
west side of the reservation remained in their cars until after the
crashe

At this time it might be suggested that if an individuasl were
going to fire at the Hindernburg airshlp at the time that it attempted
to land, this individual would have to run towards the airship, in

full view of all of the spectators linling the west slde of the reser-
vetion, discherge whatever type of gun he might attempt to use, and
then run back to the fence towards the spectators and attempt to make
good his escapes In this connection, the fenoe in question is approx-
imately five feset in height, end there are & mumber of strands of
barbed wire for a distance of about six inches of the fence, thereby

meking ingress or exit quite dfficult.

It might aleo be herein stated that Lt. Antrim made the ocom=
mont that a grest many individuals residing in the vicinity of the
Faval Base at Lakehurst appeared to be definitely airship-minded, and
further, that the Navel officials had received mumerous commmicetions
from these individuale reporting suspiclous actions on the part of
other individuals, as well as suspicious cirowmstances happening on
the date of May 6th, but that at no time has the suggestion been made
by any of the spectators that they had seen an individual discharge ee
2 rifle or a gun of any sort, nor has anyone made the suggestion that
they saw anybody running from the wreockage, creating the appearence
that they were attempting to flee from the reservation. Further, if
ons desired to fire at the Hindenburg they certainly could have ac-
complished their objective without ever entering the reservation at
Iakehurst and without placing themselves in full view of the many spec-
taters on the western side of the reservation, due to the fact that
there is a growth of pine trees situated further to the right on the
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western eide of the reservation, in such position that this growth
extends into the reservation so that a person oould get much closer
to the landing field of the Hindenburg than the situs of the foote
print izpressions. The terrain on the western side of the reservation
affords no protection whatsoever. There is some smell shrubbery whiech
is practically leafless, and affords mo protection or oover whatsoever.

On May 7, 1937 photographs were taken by Bpecial Agent in
Charge Vetterli and Acting Special Agent in Charge Deversau of the
footprint impressions referred to by the investigators of the Senate
Investigating Committee, az well as measurements of the féotprint im-
pressions, and measurememts which will indicate their exact location
and dimension as to0 their relation with the fence lining the western
side of the reservation. These photographs are presently being en~
larged, and et such time as these enlargements are forwarded to the
Bureau the details as to dimensions and measurements will be forwarded
therewith so that & clear picture can be had of the loecation and dim-
ensions of the footprint impressions themselves,

On May 10, 1937 Special pgent in Charge Vetterli, sccompenied
ty Special Agent (4) W. D, Fay, again made certain examinations at
Iakehurste Twelve additionsl photographe were made by Special Agent
in Charge Vetterli of the gate leading into the western part of the
reservation showing two footprints jJust inside the reservation. These
photographs of the footprints on the western side of the reservation
ere being enlarged by the New York Field Division and will be approp-
riastely marked and forwarded to the Bureau at an early dete. BSeveral

of the photographs taken on May 10th show the féotprints after the

- plaster paris ocast was placed in the impression in order that their

location might be more discernible in the photograph. In addition
thereto, on a road that leads from the Western gate of the reservation,
approximately 1100 feet towards the hangar, there was pointed out ed-
ditional footprints. PFlaster paris casts were made of soue of these
prints by Special Agent in Charge Vetterli, assisted by Speclal Agent
(A) W, D, Fay. The photographs and the impressions definitel y indicate
that the footprints in one instance were made by an individual who
wore either rubbers or goulashes, One cest made is quite clear and
bears a portion of the trade name on the bottom of the imprint, which
may possibly be properly interpreted by further study. These oasts
temporarily are being retained at the Newark Division office.

A further detasiled report will be submitted to the Bureau on
the photographs made and on the casts in question just as scon as the
enlergements are perfected of the photographs by the New York Fleld
Divisione.
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washington, D. C.
RE: AIRSHIﬁaHINDENBURG.

e

Dear Sir:

This is to mdvise you that during the evening of kKay
18, 1937, & tclephonic commnication was received from Commender C. E.
Rosendahl, of the Maevel Air Station at Lakehurst, New Jersey, to the
ofloct that he desired thet I proceed to lakehurst, New Jersey and
confer with him on the morning of May 19, 1937, He also stated at
this time that he did not care to discuss the matter over the tele-
phone, but that he would greatly appreciate it if the appoirtment
for the next day could be kepte.

It should be noted here, as revealed in my memorandum
to Inspector E. J. Connelley dated May 17, 1937, copies of which
are transmitted to the Buresu herewith, that I had withdrewn as ob-
server from the hearing being conducted by the board appointed by
the Department of Commerce in connection with the Hindenburg disaster
thet had occurred on May 6, 1937. At that time, arrangements had
been made that if any information of value came to the attention of
the authorities at lakehurst and they desired to obtain the assistance
of the Bureau, that they should communicate with the Newark Field

d make thei gqusst known so that it could be given

™E el 2 -—
Division and maZs Tnelr TegussSt ZNOW nida

proper consideratione.

On the morning of May 19, 1937, I proceeded to lekehurst,
New Jersey, accompanied by Special Agent lee F. Malone., I contacted
Commender Rosendahl at approximetely 10:15 &. m. and he informed me
of the following developments in connection with the instant case.

O
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Commander D oy ™ \-1 stated T wa5 & Felsc“ 1 fr-‘anﬂ n“

Bugo fFckner, the German Airship Technician, and that engineer had
stated to him, on numerous oceasions, that the firsi opinion that

he had formed of the disaster of the Hindenburg was that her wreckage
wag caused by sabotage. Further, that he now knew that he had made

& mistake in expressing such an opinion to the jJournalistic fraternity
in Germany and that to remedy this mistake he had made & statement

to the press in this country that he did not feel that sabotage could
possibly have been the cause of the instant disaster. According to

nﬁﬁeﬂumx;, he has statsd Yo him confidentially, howsver, that hs is

convinced that the airship Hindenburg met her illetimed fate due
to the employment of sabotage, either on the part of Communists or
on the part of sympathizers with the Anti-Nazi movement.

Commander Rosendahl, on this occasion, alsc informed that
he has always entertained the sabotage theory as being & logical cause
for the destruction of the Hindenburg and further, that this opinion
has gradually grown until, at the present time, he also is confident
that there was sabotage present in comnection with;the destruction of
this ship. He stated that on May 18, 1937, Helmuff lau, e member of
the German crey who was functioning in the capacity of helmsman, as
well as Rudo].f{Sauter, who held the position of Chief Engineer on
the German crew of the airship Hindenburg, had stated that at the
time of the catastrophe they were occupying positions in the stern
of the ship and that they were located near the lower rudder,
According to their testimony, the first evidence that they had that
enything was wrong on board the Hindenburg was that they noticed a glow
thet appeared in the gas shaft that separates gas cells numbes [ aud 5.
They testified further that immedistely after the appesrance of this
glow, which reminded them of a Japanese lantern, that the entire sec~
tion of cells numbers ly and 5 seemed to burst and immediately flames
enveloped the entire stern. This is the first testimony that has been
given before the Board of Inquiry that has shown a definite origin
for the fire and this, therefore, places the fire as definitely be-
ginning in the gas shaft located betwsen cells pumbers L and 5.

For the informetion of the reader, it should be noted that
there are 16 gas cells in the super structure of the airship Hinden-
burg; that each cell is filled with hydrogen gas and through the use
of this hydrogen gas the airship obtains its lifting power. For the
airship to lose altitude, it is necessary that this hydrogen ges de
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valved off so that the airship gains weight and loses some of its
buoyancy. In order to valve off this gas, there is located on each
gas chamber what they call a maneuvering valve, as well as an suto-
matic valve. The automaetic valve is a wvalve thet is more or less

of a safety device and operates only as a result of pressure from
within the gas chamber, as, for instance, in the event the gas cell
becomes too full of hydrogen ges, this safety device will then function
and enough gas will be valved off, through the automatioc valve, 80
that the pressure of gas within the gas cell will again meintain its
normal pressure. The meneuvering valve is the valve that is used by
the operators of the ship to cause the airship to lose altitude and
that maneuvering valve is controlled by apparatus which is loceted in
the control car, It should also be noted that the position of both
the maneuvering valve and the automatic valve 1s conveniently located
along what they call the axial girder, upon which is placed what they
call an axial catwalk. This axial catwalk runs the entire length of
the super structure of the Hindenburge. BHowever, due to the placing
of these valves so that they are convenient to the axial catwalk, it
necessarily involves the use of a gas vent or gas shaft, due to the
fact that these valves are located in the very interior of the super
structure. The gas shaft then is & shaft that runs from the top keel
of the super structure to the very heart or axis of the structure
itself. The wvalve then opens into this shaft towsrds the ocenter of
the ship and the gas 1s let out of the gas wvalve and it then hits
this flue, or gas shaft, and proceeds upwards into the air through
the shaft, which is covered by what they call a shaft hood. This
shaft is open to the air at the top of the super structure of the
Hindenburg and, naturally, there is air in the shaft itself.

It is well to note, at this time, that according to
Commander Rosendahl, hydrogen is a gas that, when mixed with air,
is highly inflammable, and mixed with a sufficient quantity of air, it
is highly explosive. In further explanation thereof, it should be
noted that 999 hydrogen, mixed with 1% air, will cause an inflammable
mixture, however, you reduce the impurity of hydrogen to BOZ% hydrogen,
and 207 air and you have & highly explosive mixture, and also if you
reduce the hydrogen to 207 gas with 80% air, you have a highly ex-
plosive mixture. According to their explanation, any mixture of 807
of either air or hydrogen, mixed with 20% of the other elemsnt, will
produce & highly explosive combination. They also state that if there
is 1% hydrogen mixed with 99% air, you also have an inflammable mixtures
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It will be recalled, therefore, that as soon as the gas is valved off
into the gas shaft, there is lmmediately & mixture of hydrogen and

air in the very internal parts of the super structure of the Hindenburg,
and there is a certain area, therefore, in which these two elements

are allowed to mix before they are carried off into the air through

the gas vent.

For the sake of clarity, it should also be noted that the
¢iroular bands in the frams-work of the super structure of the
Hindenburg are referred to as rings, and these rings are mmbered
and the gas shaft separating gas cells numbers 4 and 5 is referred to
as ring 62. The number 62 is arrived at by computing the number of
meters from the tail of the ship to that circular beam in the super
structure, indicating that it is 62 meters from the tail of the ship.
It is at this ring, pumber 62, that lau and Sauter saw the first
appearance of fire.

Commander Rosendahl stated that it is true that this mixture
of air and gas in the gas shaft or vent could have been ignited by
static electricity that could have been generated by the clothing of
an individual or by the rubbing of two objects in the super structure,
either by vibration or the presence of friction of any type in the
immediate vicinity of this ges shaft. He also stated that it might
be possible to even have two pieces of the fabric covering the super
structure rub together, thus causing & shock of static electricity.
He stated, however, that he is still of the opinion, due to various
happenings that have been called to his attention, that there is a
strong possibility that the firg which wes ignlited in this gas shaft
at 62 ring, was caused by an individual who attempted to perform en
act of sabotage. In connection therewith, Commender Rosendahl stated
that Doctor Eckner has personally interviewed every member of the
Germaen crew since his arrival here in the United States. IHe stated
thet the members of the c¢rew naturally have talked more freely to
Eckner in private than they have to the Board of Inquiry, which is a
public hearinge.

According %o the information that Eckmer has received from
the various members of the crew, the rule that a passenger was not
to be allowed out of the passenger quarters unless in company with
& member of the crew was not strictly enforced in the case of a
passenger by the name of JDsephiSpach. According to Rosendahl,



