Federal Bureau of Investigation ‘ _ L
Weshington, D. C. e LT .

Dear Sirs: PR e i
Concerning: Myles Horton (). L ,
Director of the Highlander Folk School

Monteagle, Tennesseg ... -

R

During a recent"Wdrlﬁ“CﬁlfﬁfEE”EIEEE"ﬁhusu circum-
stances surrounding the above and Dr. Martin Tuthex\King were

trought to light. It was mentioned that Dr, King had
training at a Communist school. The only information availeble
was through an "unbias, nonpartisan” paper iesued before the
last election. It contained a photo showing Dr. King, Myles
Horton and several other people together in front of the school.
The caption mentioned that the school wes to be closed by am
act of the Tennessee Legislature and Carl Prussion, & counter-
spy for the FBllfdf 22 years, was quoted to have said that
Dr. King belonged to 60 Communist orgenizations.

I would be grateful for any pertinent information
concerning Dr. King and Myles Horton of the Highlander Folk

School.

Reapggtfully.
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j’?&’ Dear _ _

" Your letter of March 27th bas been received, and
the thought which prompted you to write me is apprecMod.

Although I would like to be of servlce, lnformatlon
contained In the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential
in accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is
available for officlal use only. I regret that I cannot be of assistance
in this instance but trust you will understand the reasons for this

policy.

For your lnformatlon. Mr, Karl Prussion turnlshed
information concerning subversive activities on a confidential basis
to this Bureau from 1949 to 1958 during which time he was compen- -~ -

gated; however, he was not a Special Agent of the FBI. His opinions
and comments are strictly his own and do not represent this Bureau
in any manner. : , 2; o
_ 2 3
Enclosed is some material which I hope you wills —
o find of interest. o or A
x tn
= WAlER 80 Sincerely yonru, ’ s @
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NOTE: There is no'record of c'c'»rrespbndent
individuals Martin Luther King and Myles Horton are well -~ .-
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March 25, 1965

Dear Sirs:

ould you please send me information
concerning th& Highlander Folk school with regard to
Martin Luther King and his presence there? Coyld you tell
me why the school was closed on charges of being/subversive
organization? In the publication Freedom's Voice, a newspaper
put out in the past election, it was stated that Karl Prussion
charged that King belinged to 60 Communist front organizations.
Would I be allowed to know the reasons behind this charge? Also
could you supply information on Myles Horton, Director of the
Highlander Folk School for communist training in Monteagu, Tennessee ?
This would be of great help to me, as we are discussing this in school.
Thank you for your cooperation. °

Sincere

QSQ a— -—
Q&S’ \ o RPR 2 ‘965
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Your letter of March 25th has been

recelved.

With respect to your inquiries, information
contalned In the files of the FBI must be maintained as
confidentlal in accordance with regulations of the Depart-
ment of Justice and is avallable for official use only.

I regret I cannot be of help in this Instance but trust you
understand the necessary reasons for this policy.

Enclosed is some literature which I trust

you will find i{nformative.
' o B Sincerely yours,
N J{ Edg'ar HOOVe:r
- L

Enclosures (4) '
§1.S. News & WorliReports 12-21-64
U.S. News & World Reports 12-7-64
Our Heritage of Greatness

St. Louts Globe-Democrat 11-25-84 >\ .£2
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Respectfully referred to i
Federal Bureau of Investigatian i
Department of Justice ;

Washington, D, C,

ET

for such oconsideration as the communication i
herewith submitted may warrant, and for a report %
thereon, in duplicate to accompany return of '
inclosure. ' | 3
By direction of
i
, THQMAS H, KUCHEL, ' 5
0 n-mury u. s. s. ,
|
re: letter and attached copy of & photograph regard-
ing Martin Luther Kingi from.IIIIIIIIIiiIIIiii!!!!’
K:CA <
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED \
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED .
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: The above picture was mude by on employee of the State of Georgia, at the
Folk School in Monteaale, Tennessee durina the Labor Dav week-end of 1957, The nll(

x " grosg i " was sent to the Hlélzi;:é:r-l’ol_l;-gchool by v the a;oréfo- Commission ;m Educat
1 The ~i:ghlonder Folk School was abolished by an act of the Legislature of the State of 1
- . 5. ¢ ot @ later date becouse it was. charged with being a subverslve organixation.
= S )

vy 7% Those numbered in the picture are: '

4 ¥ \ il =74 Mortin Luther King, Jr., of the Montgomery boycott ond the Birmingham riots, }

3 = r; » Prussion, o counterspy for the FBI for twenty-two years, charges that Martin Luther k

S * 1. ™~ belongs to sixty Communist-front organizations — more thon any Communist in

y 9

s b $71 0N Inited States. He is promoted ond encouraged by the Kennedys, :

; 5’; 22. Abner W. Berry of the Central Committee of the Communist Party.

k! <,

3 3. Aubrey thhams, President of the Southern Conference Education Fund |nc., The Tr
‘si_sion Belt in the South for the Communist Porty.

- Myles Horton, Director of ngl\londer Folk School for Commumst Trammg, Montec
Vennessee.

These "Four Horsemen” ‘of racial ogutohon hove brought tenslon, disturbance, s
.= a!_1ce in their odvancement of the Communist doctrine of “racial nationalisn

JLHN THE AUGUSTA COURIER IN THE FIGHT FOR FREED
Copies available- |00i0r $1.00 (lpcluée m.'.fcmps‘for pgswgae)

' Alert 5memcans QJBO(F §o4|/ Box 1222, L.A. 33
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Honorable Thomas H. Kuchel - ¢
| United States Senate :
Washington, D, C. 30610

' f received your communication of Afril ln,é’k’/
encloaing & letter and eircular from

sl ) While I certainly would like to be of service
SN toyourconstttuent, information contained in the files of the
FBI must be maintained as confidential in accordance with

regulations of the Department of Justice. Therefore, I trust
-f’!&/ *wmundeutmdwhytmnothapouﬂoah S
4 comm N -

3, HAE £ § s

1894
WOOY ONIOY 340,934

on the material he forwarded.
. - In response to your request, 1 am returning
) h&sletterandthsclrcahrtoyou. o
"_ "' B = Btncerely yours, ~t
f | APR6~1865 [/ 1, Bdgws Hoove /ﬁ? :
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MARTIN LUTHER XING oo« HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
SECURITY MATTRR b s DATE_ 1201 BY Ly,

- locontly utuwtdo pubnuty hu bnn gtnn t 8
photozruph of subject King purportedly taken at the Righlander
Folk School (AFrs). Others in the photograph have been described

“'6

'.w AN fAw

_ as communists and the allegation has been made that King's

presence at the EFS proves his having attended a "communint :
training school,” King has publicly answered this cuuctn b]
elaining that the photograph was taken at the 35th Anniversary

Celebration of the RVFS £n 1057, Ne slained that that was his
only appearsnce at the K¥S and that he was there for ealy abeut
one hour in nrdcr to make an address which lutod nbout “

.,,-4, .

—— ERT T ..'“‘ ._t‘; t. :;‘; w.-t s “'\ L r‘.r‘ RV

-+

luroau tllu reveal that tho m htor kno'n u tlu
Highlander Research and Bducation Center, held its 35th Anniver.

e

The Buresu, of courn 1s awars of the nature of the

HrS, | It 1s desired, however, that available facts be obtained

relative to King's m'ounco at the HFS in ordor to mb-tantuto
or prove false his ansver of tho erttlct.. cy

lthntl. is instructed to huduuly rnxn its file

| conceraing King and any other appropriate files for informatiea

which would tend to prove or disprove ltng'l clain, Particue
larly note information indicating King's presence at the NFS en
any occasions other than the single time he claims, If file

. review uncovers the identities of established reliable sources
. who might be helpful, 1oads should be set out for contact pro-
' udod same osn be done with full security insofar as preventing

King's or wnauthorized tmllvldu-h boconng aurc oL tho Bureau

S . _

| l“umg <y s _

‘ d N 5

@. 617511 “(aighlander Yolk ‘Bcnool) ' A “Z; 3;_{4 :
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Airtel to SACs, Atlanta

Knoxville - -
RE: MARTIN LUTE!I l!lﬂ ".
100—106370

-¢..p,j3m.%€ﬁ

- Enoxville l. ln-tructod to nro-ptly rovlav lts tllo ﬂa{
ooncorntng the NFS and any other files for information which =~
would prove or disprove King'se claim, Be slert to the )onllblllty
of having established roltnblo -ourcos oontaotod a8 indicated nbovo ;
for Axlsnta._ . T e 7“?‘f "r"f‘:*ﬁ'p ;. '

9 L d "
N + PR ...*‘ﬁ

Both offices should cxpodtto this matter and reply by Af

airtel, If information along the lines lndioatod hnne 'rovtously
boen luhlittod, turnllh date and capttpa.;x

I{r - s
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It we can obtain inror-ati;n ii?ipo;i . " bt
ng ling s elnia -hich
E:*fgfently made beforc "Neet !ho Prols, we 'ould hnve some countcr-
SiiigoiiCo pDI.lDlth,. . o
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Transmit the following in [Typ® inYlain ‘u! or ”“) ’i'é"l»‘”" . TR "-rm,.,_,,,
RTEL S AR MATL m”ﬁrm}; S
AIR » wmémnxfiﬁ3mmw :
{Priority) o
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI
,FROM: SAC, KNOXVILLE (100-3537)
- STUDENT MARCH ON WASHINGTON,
- 4/17/65
.|/ TNFORMATION CONCERNING
\"  (INTERNAL SECURITY) o Cizssli
2587
CO: WFO Declagy
T3

Re Knoxville teletype to Bureau 4/13/65.

Eaclosed are 8 copieg of letterhead memorandum
reporting irformation contained in referenced teletype.
™0 copies iave been designated for the Washington Field
Cffice and one copy of letterhead memorandum is belng
forwarded to Baltinore,

/--7”//"4([/30‘(

The source
by memo—andun reflecting intervj@nﬁtgw1§h~v%;ious1witnesses
DA
62 APR m 1985 TE FORW:

- Baltimore (Bnc. 1) (RM) (Info.) _1/”

Q/arb = . - T
C/%Mé/i f/ﬂleﬁ'“ "‘0 ,
7

Source 1in character r Research
and Education Center are nd House of :
Representatives Select Co investigate foundation
includiiig Pudenz, o)
" ),@gs,&
HOW EORW: L
1l -~ Washlngton Fleld (Enc. 2) {RM)
IL’

and other orzanizations which committee advised the Bureau
OE'BEGOBD
(_I/- Burezu (Enc,. 8) (RM) BY: 640}4 : —
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UN%ID STATES DEPARTMENT OFSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Knoxville, Tennecssee
April 13, 1965

In Reply, Placse ch o
File No.
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2 STUDENT MARCH ON WASHINGTON,
APRIL 17, 1965
INFORMATION CONCERNING =
(INTERNAL SECURITY)

On April 13, 1965 a confidential source who has furnished
reliable information 1n the

Source stated

The Knoxville Journsl, Knoxville, Tennessee, a local,
daily newspaper, 1n issue of 4/9/65, reported that the Highlander
Research and Education Center and the Studeant Noan-violent Co-
ordinating Committee were sponsors of the organization. This news
release states that it was reported by AEPAC that the organization
was formed to "help organize jobless and under-paid white and Negroes
irz Appalachia. The Appalachian Economic and Political Conference will
work in ten Southern States which lies partly in Appalachia, This
nountainous region has been harder hit by unemploymeant and poverty
than most other areas of the nation."™ It was reported that AEPAC
feels "that Government program to meet these problems are inadequate
«nd temporary and do not get at the basic causes of poverty. We

Lhope to give the people of Appalachia a persuasive voice in economic
and political decisions affecting their lives". :

BIGHLANDER RESFARCH AND EDUCATION CENTER

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED L F51—
{4870 1S UNCLASSIFIED CLOBURE é/ 7

DATE 3Ju[ 54 _BY _@mfo SI8B [ [/ / /

R 4583
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On October 14, 1952, a source advised that the High-
lander Folk School was an institution located near Monteagle,
Tenncssee; that it was an institution with classes on a seminar .
basis supported primarily by donations from individuals and
irem labor unions in the form of payment for students who
attend, and to some extent by the Farmers' Union., It offered
ccurses of imstruction im lszbor organization, official economics,
parliamentary procecdure, and the general field of labor education.

-

This source added that this school has had Communist -
Partiy members on its staff and as instructors, and has followed'
the practice of welcouming Coxzmunist Party members as students,
but to the scurce's knowledge the school kas never offered
couarzes of imstruction in Communistic matters nor has the
Communist element ever completely controlled the imstitution.

A second source advised that LOUIS BUDNEZ, admitted
cooir editor of the "Daily Worker", arn East Coast Communist news-
sper, and former ofificial of the Communist Party, advised on
osenber 21, 1952, that the Highlander Folk School was pro-
Cornurist., BUDENZ did not give further details regarding this

‘ The October 8, 1961 issue of the Knoxville News-
Sentinel, a local daily newspaper published at Knoxville, Tenn-
ecssce, contained an article reflecting the Highlander Folk School
*zd arnounced plans for a similar school &t Knoxville tp be located
at 1625 Riverside Drive., The article identified MYLESYHORTON as
Director of Highlander, 7 Ry

e ) e

The December 17, 1961 issue of the Knoxville News-

Sentinel contained an article reflecting that on December 16,

L1, acsets of Highlander Folk School, Monteagle, Tennessee,

weve sauctioned by the State of Tennessee under a court decree
sftar the school was convicted of violating three Tennessee laws
and failed in appeals to the State and United States Supreme

Courts. _ R

UL T KT

N,

The July 8, 1962, issue of the Knoxville News-Sentinel
centzined an article reflecting the land on which Highlander rolk




School was formerly located had been sold at public auction

under Court decree. The article stated that MYLES HORTON,
Director of Highlander, during its entire existence, has moved

to Knoxville, Tenneszgigaand pas been granted a State Charter for

an organization call ghlander Research and Education Center.

mrnis document conteins neither recozmendations nor
conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI and is
lozned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be dis-
tributed outside your agency.
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TO: Director, FBI (100-106670)
$ FROM: SAC, Knoxville (157-253) (RUC)

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
SECURITY MATTER - C

ReBuairtel to Atlanta and Knoxville 4/6/65,

A review of appropriate Knoxville files fails to
i l reflect any information indicating KING'S presence at the
i ! | ¥ighlander Folk School, Monteagle, Tenn., other than the
| {occasion of tiae 25th Anniversary celebration at Highlander

' i 'on the Labor Day weekend of 1957. File contains the photo-

| ~»zvh ecirculated by the Georgia Commission on Education,

~tlanta, reportedly made of KING at Highlander Folk School

(Z78) c¢_ tkis occasion, It is noted that file contains an

article in the New York Times dated 7/7/57 reporting that

7S would hold its 25th Anniversary on the Labor Day week- 1C/
end of 1957, It is reported that an interracial group of Jé
consultants and speakers_have been invited to participate,

. arong those béing.Rev. MARTIN LUTEER-KING,  Jr,, Dr. ALONZO

i 1:ONDON, president of Hampton Institute, and AUBREY WILLIAMS,

f ontgomery Farm Magazine, and former director National Youth

Adnministration, Rev. C, K, STEELE, RALPH EELSTEIN, president

of the United Packing House Workers, and C, CONRAD BROWNE

of Yoinounia Farms, described as an interracial religious

settlenent near Arericus, Ga.

The Knoxville News-Sentinel, Knoxville, Tenn., &
22ily publicaticn, in issue 10/9/57, reported testimony by
; "zn undercover agent" before the Georgia Commission on Edu~
sation, pertaining to the meeting at Highlander. A member

-5 0%

;4531 Bg}eakﬁ

.71 - Atlanta (100-5586) (
i 2 ~ Knoxville (¥ - 157-
l (1 - 61-12)
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of the Commission stated that KING was one of those present
2nd he doscribed a photograph of KING, This photograph
apparently was the one that was later circulated by the
Georgia Commission on Education,

Pamphlet distributed by Highlander Folk School,
lMonteagle, Tenn., entitled "Highlander Clippings" contains
excerpts from newspaper articles reporting the visit of
tis, ELEANOR ROCSEVELT at Highlander on 6/17/58 and also
items concerning the 25th Anniversary of the school., One
item in this pamphlet contains an excerpt of an address by
XKIXG., This item is headed "The Look to the Future' by
IARTIN LUTEZR KING, Jr., Montgomery Ala,,;' {(an address deli-
vered at the 25th Aaniversary of HFS, lonteagle, Tenn,, Labor
Doy 9/2/57) (transcribed from a tape recording)., Mr, Chairman,
¥>, Horton, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen: . It
is a great privilege and a distinct honor for me to have the
conortunity of being a part of the 25th Anniversary observance

; Gi the Highlander Folk School. 1I have long admired the noble

. vurpose and creative work of this institution, For twenty-

{ .ive years you have stood with dauntless courage and fearless

' ¢ztermination., You have given the South some of its most

; responsible leaders in this great period of transition, and
0 I am happy to congratulate you today for all of your great

\work, and hope for you many more years of creative and meaning-
ful “'orkooa'" V

Chattanooga News-Free Press, Chattanooga, Tenn., in -
issue 9/29/59 contained a news item reporting that HFS, whose
rain educational building had been padlocked as a “public -
auisance™ was trying to organize a "protest™ by Iriends™ to
the Ten_z2ssee Governor, It was repocrted that earlier in the
month Highlander was found to have been selling beer to minors
and adults without a license. 1t was reported the Rev, S, 8.
SEAY, Negro Executive Secretary of the Montgomery Improvement
iAZsociation, YMontgomery, Ala., had condemned the padlocking,
It was noted in the article that KING was president of this
association. 7The news item stated that in a publicity release
from the MIA it was stated "the NAACP and its official family,
NYLES HORTON and Highlander Folk School, MARTIN LUTHER KING,.

-2-
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e, and 211 vho subscribe to pr1nc1ples of life advocated
by these organizations and persons will not go unmolested
by the oppcsition®.

Reference i de to Memphis lJetter to Director
dated 4/2/59 entitledWIIGHLANDER I'OLK SCHOOL, IS - C",
whorein it was transmitted a letterhead mcmo G contalnln_
irTormation obtained on a cdonfidential basis from

An article appearing in the Chattanooga Dzily Times,
Chattancoga, Tenn., in issuve 2/23/61 datelined Atlanta, re-
ported that the Southern Christian Leadership Conference and
Hichlandey Folk School had JOlned forces to train Xegro leaders
for the Civil Rigkts struggle, It was reported that KING was

-

hzad of the SCLC and a conference spokesman was reported to
4 hoeve said eleven Negroes had completed a week's training at

- vicsnlander and another class was expected,
%

PR Rt ol i A
L A -
¥

v

sadppiidalidel il 2 id br2d

The article continued that some observers had said

: i B .! p
) - e
- N .

~+» affiliation of Dr. KING'S organization with Highlander

~xised serious questlons of prestlge for KING'S group. JALMES R,

1800, Administrative Assistant to Dr. KING, said the SCLC is
-3~
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ware of the problem but he asserted "we find no reason

T 1o cooperate with any organization that is interested

iz the cevelopnment of full citizenship for Americans which
cannot bes proved to have conducted itself in a manner which
is not Amcrican or patriotic'., It is noted that the article
contained no ianformation that KING was engaged in any capa-
city at the school,

-~
Lns

Knoxville letter to Director 8/13/63 entitled
UUIIGHLAXDIR RISEARCH AND EDUCATION CENTER, INFORUATION
COTCARhIhG (IS)" reported that

{noxville files also contain a photostatic copy
ol a letterhead of the Highlander Education and Research
Jzater dateos oy, 18G4, reflects anong approximately 90
Zizghlander soonsors listed on the letterhead the name Rev,
DLRTIN LUTIDNR KING, Jr, A review of the file reflects that
vz names Highlander Iducation and Research Center and High-
.ander Research and Education Center are used interchangably,
A pamphlet of HRIEC indicates that arong approximately 90
sponsors in the fall of 1963 KING is also listed.

11 AFVTmmd la
The file review fails to reflect the J.ut:ut...l.uy of

any established reliable source who might be contacted in
cennection with the matter of KING'S presence at the school,

-4
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (61-7511)
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(Savannah file: 100-596)

RACIAL SITUATION,
CHARLESTON, S. C.
(Savannah file: 157-92)
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Enclosed for the Bureau are two copies each of the
following articles appearing in the "Charleston News and
Courier™, a daily newspaper, Charleston, S, C., as follows:

Article entitled, "Rights Workshop Gets Under Way",
4/27/65 _

Article entitled,~'Bighlander School™, 4/27/65

Article entitlddy 'JIt Can Happen Here", 4/28/65
N . :
Article entitlpdy "Role of Church Discussed at
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Ge

80 persons
attended the first two sessions
of a civil rights educational
workshop being held this week
in Charl&etm and Summennl]e

The wornsnop is sponsored Dy
the Highlander Research Cen-
ter of Knoxville,

Esau Jenkins, director and
coordinator for the workshop
and president of the Citizens'
Committee of Charleston Coun-
ty, said the sessions are being
held in hopes of cresting an
atmosphere for beiter race re-
lations, improved economic
status for Negroes and a means
of secking ways to terminate
marches and similar

Jenkins said the workshop is

demon-|j

A e L gl T T g T D

».‘__

Ksnop

lb
Under Way .

make laws that will th.
envirmment and

clal justzce, one must associate
himself with groups worl for
change. It isn't enough to
good intentions. Effective wnrk
18 what is required,” he said.
ollowing Father Kelly's ad-
s, folksinger Guy Carawan
led the group in several spirii
usls, after which there was &
discussion’ period.
‘The discussion was led by Fa-
ther Kelly; the Rev. U, Z, Me-

a
=

oy

Khmonofthe Interdenomi-i

n& Uﬂlll J.IIBUIUSICK.I DT

being held primarily for minis- |Charleston

ters in Charleston and Dorches-

ter %unty but added they are

open to all interested persons:

A 2 p.m. session held at Zion
Olivet Presbyterlan Church
here and a 5:30 p.m. session at
Emanuel Baptiss Church fin

Summerville, featured an ad-

dress by the Rev. Eugene Kel-
ly, instructor at Bishop

pastor ai St. John's Roman
Cathelic Church. :

Ema‘rmn on -nnl-'l }usﬂce’

Father Kelly hld ﬁ:e group
that since mankind is essen-
tially a social being, that the

environment in which an indi-|g

vidual is raised deierminés to

2 large extent the type of per-

son he becomes. He added:
“You can't legislate morals”

nuun:ssmg an
about 25 persons in Summerville
yesterday, Father Kelly said
basis of ltill;cussmn mof.‘tnhi
m'ety 4. d]mify
dividua! human person.”

HRe quoted excerpts from the!

Declaration of Independence,

E

_Eng-ithe Universal Declaration of Hu-

man Rights from the U. N. and |
an Encyclical Letter written By
the late Pope John XXIII as a

He pointed ocut that one of the
characteristics of social justice,
Is “concern for the common-

siates, he asseried. =
“State governments ¢ plain

N half-true. “You canlsometimes that the fegacal.gow-
AR AATINM DAY !T INEDY
i ’?JFUR"-‘} uun U-J n 1i1d}

bl-1s
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DISCUSSION LEADERS |

Leading the discussion in the workshops yesterday at Zion-O
fan Church were (left to right): the Rev. J. T, }!nwright,’ Charleston chairman
of the workshop and pastor of the Plymouth Congregational
~ Rev. U. Z. McKinnon of the Interdenominational Theological Seminary in At-
" lanta; and the Rev. Eugene K

(Photo by Workman.) *

ernment is doing too much,”
Father Xelly said. “‘They aren't
doing too much, they're just do-
ing what the states fail to do.” °
. “The point is, who can and
who will do. i the state won't
ho'n the individual to vote, .and
that’s what our governmeni is
based on, then leave the
door open to others to come in
and help.”  mmeyer . |

-

A,

Church; the

elly, pastor of St. John’s Roman Catholic Church.’

o et
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Highlander School -
To The News and Courier:” .

1 note from an item April 1§
that Father Eugene Kelly of St.
. John's Roman Catholic Church|
§n Charleston has been named|
a moderator of & 54ay work-
shop April 26-30 in Charleston
and Summerville under sponsor-
ship of the Highlander Research
Center of Knoxville, Tenn.

It is to be hoped that, Father
Kelly’s ordinary, Bishop Unter-
koefler, will make himself ac-| .
quainted with the character and

background of the Highlander
Research Center. Would he care

latkder Folk School, which Jost )
its charter in Tennessee, and
give reassurance to his anxious "

jCharleston flock — if such is .~

possible — that Father Kelly is -
not now identifying himself with . -
the outfit of Abner Berry, '
James Dombrowski and '
Williams, whose recent death = .
inspired a tearful eulogy in the ‘
Communist People's World? ' |
1 invite Bishop Unterkoefler to -
make a detailed study of Re-
No. 4 of the Joint Legisla-
tive Commitiee on Un-American -
sm%:e l'?ii Loulsiana. He nug o
ma comparisons, come to. -
his conclusions, and jssue a .
statement which the people of- ..

Charlesion, Protestant and -
Catholic, are awaiting, as to-
whether these two e

named Highlander bave a rels-.
tionship 10 each other, - * -

, C. R. NICHOLS . .
898 Beaverbrook Dr., N.W, -+
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1 Can Happen Here

Responsible Charlestonians

should take note of the “civil rights

educational workshop” being held
here wunder Highlander Center
sponsorship, and Iook to the fu-
ture,

For years, the Highlander or-
ganizations hive been deeply in-

wnload o madiael malldla.l o bl
YULYTU 11 fauivdl pULll-lCdJ.\ aciivull,

One can be sure that the latest op-

eration has not been set up without

scme long-range political goal in-

mind. Of significance is the pres-
ence on the Highlander program of
a member of the Charleston County
Anti-Poverty Committee.

‘What lies in store for this com-.,

lllulul-.y may be indicated uy an
editorial in The Richmond News
Leader on a new political revoly-
tion now brewing.

“The outlook for local govem-

ments in cities and towns through- -

out the country is not good,” said
The News Leader. “A new political
coalition now being quietly organ-

fnnd wanw mall anlnnn

440U Hiay Wwell u.mi.ua\.c ulc “’Urk'
ings of local governments without
ever challenging local leadership
in a legitimate election.”

The News Leader also pointed

out that organizers of the new left-

v ing political coalition “would seek
to use community action groups be-

=—3FZ set up under the poverty pro-

" gram to weld voting blocs nmong'r

persons in low income and slum
‘reas ”
In this connection local govern-

ment sgencies should exercise caue

tion in giving funds or facilities to
the “war on poverty.” They may
be paying for the political indoe-

" trination of slum dwellers. ~ -

MM ot oo o f AT o Wanl Miile
10e EXPENIEnce U1 INew 10TK Lily

is instructive. In that metropolis, -

anti-poverty and youth aid pro-
grams have become political action

groups. They have sponsored rent -

strikes . and other revolutionary
moves. Charlestonians shouldn't be

quick to say; “It can’t happen

here " It can. ,-’-

WD.I.IB UVUIL_UHH-U& WVBA I., I.l.ld
promoting education are worthy
goals, programs designed to ad-
vance these causes should not be a
mask for full scale social, economie

and political revolution. Insofar as -

the City and County of Charleston

_ are concerned, public officlals and

other concerned citizens should

Traae ana wmatah an 4‘|n amand.
AWP . LIUDE Walkll vl bl

ing, plans and programs developed
in connection with the antl-poverty
effort.

uals hired to fight poverty do not
serve as a new breed of political
ward-heelers o B
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Role Of Church Discussed
At Civil Rights Workshop

Churches need to concern
themselves more with saving the
whole man rather than saving
his soul, a professor of theology
said here yesterday.

The concept was ndvanced
by the Rev. U. Z, McKinnon of
the Interdenominational Theolo-
gical Seminary in Atlanta, at
the second session of a five -
day civil rights educational
workshop being held {his week
at Zion - Olivet Preshyterian
Church.

The workshop is sponsored by
the Highlander Research Center
of Knoxville, Tenn. Coordinator
for two sessions held daily here
and in Summerville at Emanuel
Raptist Church, is Esau Jenkins.

Mr. McKinnon  yesterday
served as moderator for a dis-
cussion entitted “The Role of
the Church in Implementing the
1964 Civil Rights Bill.”

He charged that one of the
faults of the Negro church for
years has been ithe emphasis
placed upon the soul rather than
the entire body.

“I don't know how.you can
save my soul without saving all
‘of me,” he wondered.
© “We’ve been concentrating on

the soul and letling the body go-

to the devil,” he continued.
Mr. McKinnon emphasized he
refers to the individual church
and not the church universally,
when raising * the question,
“What can the church do to im-
plement the Civil Rights Act of
19647"
“Let's start preachéng and le;
Hing up programs
'save the whole man” he chal-
e
“Man cannot he too 3ood ]
soul if his body is all shot to
pieces with disease and hun-
ger,” he told a group of about

40 persons.

Amt one third of the particl-
penis in the Charlesion session
were white.

Yesterday's M

il
e

with the showing of a documen-
tary film entitled “The Streets
of Greenwood” (Miss.). The
film depicts the struggle of
Negroes in Greenwood to be-
come registered voters.
Following the showing of the
film, Mr. McKinnon divided the _
parhcmants into groups to dis-
cuss the theme of yesterday’s
seminar. Each group reported
results of its respective discus-[
sion, with recommendations for
adophon of & number of ,
grams in which churches could
aid in implementing the Civll

Rights Act.

A similar format was followed |9

at the 5:3¢ p.m. session in Sum-

merville, where about 20 per-;'

gons attended.

The Rev, Herry Grant, direc-
tor of St. John's Community
Center and local coordinator for
the federal government's Job
Opportunity Program, will dis-
cuss the advantages of the Eco-
nomic Opportunity Progrnm at
today 5 sessions. ‘i

e —— emm
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Directer
Federal Bureanu of Investigation

Washington, D. C.

Dea: Mr, Hoover:

- In a recent speech en the floor of Congresa, Rep.
Dickinson, of Alabama, referred to the Highlander Folk

School, .in Tennessee, as having been a Communiat training
school; but"Time” magazine stated in response to a read-
er's letter that U. S. Government investigators cleared
the school of Communist activities,

Would you please clarify this situation for me? Any
comment you can make concerning the nature ef the school

will be appreciated, |
Respectfully, Hre— ﬂ

JL 4

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED S
DATEQL{&LBY&&@%@ w &/ 757/- | |
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May 28, 1965

AL mroRMATquNS g&ig)amm
HEREIN IS UNCL |

A) Q.
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Your letter of May 24th has been received.

In response to your request, information m N
our files must be maintained as confidential pursuantto o
regulations of the Department of Justice and is available
for official use only. I am sure you will understand the
reason for this policy and why I am not in a position to
comment as you desire. N L

- HOOY ONIQV3Y¥-0,23y
S HdSH 2 4/ wep

I am enclosing some material I hope you will ©

find of interest. e e e
i [ MAED& | Bince}'ely yours,
, MAY 2 § 1935 e Bdoar Hoover
COMM.-FBI L S

Enclosures (5) Ly
Communism--The Incredible Swindle

Let's Fight Communism Sanely B R
The U. §. Businessman Faces the Soviet Spy @
Time for Decision , & '
Our Heritage of Greatness “‘ Do T @

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifidble in Bufiles and the Highlander\‘*
Folk School.has been the subject of numerous allegations that it is g
communist school and the headquarters of communism in Eastern Tenness
due primarily to its racial character. These allegations have not been
substantiated. The Bureau 18 cognizant of the numerous communist
liations of personnel affiliated with the Highlander Folk Sctégﬁl. The

Ry e

{ “ Bureau has ;ot investigated this ~rganization. (61-7_511-266;2
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- FBI
Date: 8/9/65

Transmit the following in

ot .{fi}

(Type in plaintext or code)

a1rTrIALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED =™

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670)
FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (100-4105) (RUC)

/ :
HARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

SM-OCH,ﬁALAM dey Folk Sc

, Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are ‘'two origin
‘news clippings, plus two Xerox copies of each clipping.
r'
|
|
i
|
i
f
l
I

A'l.c.n' ohe Xerox COopy of each n11pp1 ng is enclosed for the

F e ig=lV

- AN

Knoxville Division since it contains information regarding
the Highlander Folk School, One Xerox copy of each clipping
is enclosed for Atlanta, origin in instant case, and for
Jockson since Dr, MEDFORD EVANS is a paid consultant of

the national office of the Citizens' Council, headquarters
Jackson, Miss,

boofoa ooes s
' ‘?j% These clippings are as follows: fzggﬁ,ﬁ’ﬁ
Bi " : all L

1) Clipping of story by Staff Correspondent
NAT CALDVWELL, 'Nashville Tennessean,
Nashville, Tennessee, captiomed: "A 3-Time

Visitor Reports: It Was 'Different," but
Not Red," issue of 7/25/65. i/
2) Clipping of story by Dr, MEDFORD EVANS,

Consultant, Citizens® Council, appearing ,gl
in the "NashV111e Tennessean." issue of 7/2

/kCCKVM/ng&

! 3/= Bureau (Encs,.6) (RM)
i}.ns 1 -= Atlanta (Encs,2) (100-5586) (RM)
1 =« Jackson (Encs.2) (RM)
"1 = Knoxville (61-12)(Encs.2) (RM)
3 - Memphis (1 ~ 100-4105)

(1 - 61-34, Highlander Research & Education Centei):;>
(1 - 157-207 Naspvnlle Citizens' Council) y

_ ‘ : ‘/ gml;}p%@ﬁ C. (‘,.-‘.‘ i | ) . _é_" 7\5-1

Vs v . No'rn:mnn

5 -
3 . . -,i\

Jj; [
e L
e wend el

15 AYG 11 1965
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2\ 3-Time Visitor Reports:
It Was 'Different,’ but Not Red

* X %

By NAT CALDWELL

s —— e

*x % Kk

"

: Ctaff Correspondent t
\RACY CITY, Tenn.—Merchants up this way
say il an election could be held on whether

Highlander Folk School
ing school, most Grundy
they think it was.

For 80 years Highlander operated in this moun- .

wus a Communist train- -
County folks would vote

tainous region and had some famous visitors and
sunnorters, including Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt..

Strange things—strange for
thelr time—went on st High-
tendar in the weurs hefore it
was closed in 1962 after a
state court found beer was
s rved on the vpremises.

The sura of mystery that.
surrcunded the school and
what went on there stimulated,
the helief by some lacal people
that what was taught at High-
Jander wes communism. This:
faar now has been fed by leaf-
jeta grd billboards which have
heen  digtributed ncrosx tha

. Sauth by the White Cillzens’

Councll,
These putlicatinns carry a
picture of Dr. Martin Luther

! King seated heaide Mylss

Herton, Highlander director

" in & classroom at Highlander.

The caption on the picture

roada: i
“Martin  Luther King at

Communist training school.”
Ten years afler the picture

" was taken Herton can laugh!

sbout the Communist caption, '

Mrriaklander wazn't Come-
munist then. it naver has
cuiw  Flwiion Gul‘illﬂ a
recent visit to Nashvills where
hs attended the Race Rela-
tigng Institute at Fisk Univer-
sy,

*“The Citlzens Counci] knows
that too,” he added, i

Horton was and is a man,

*who Iuvolved himself in the

labor movement and fn the’
civil rights movement—some-
times when he waan't wanted.

Renias Reports

Fary i tha orriy 150605 there
were reports circulaled among
rome libera] groups that Hor-
ton wag admitiing FBI men

. mnd MceCarthy commities in-
- weortipators ta Highlander to .

. \ain them to' apy on -Com-
%nim,.:.‘,-; FPRE R AN |

" heads

k

Horton, who denied this at
the time, says today: “While
the Citizens council knowe we |

- waren't Communist, the doc-
trinaire liberal must have
known we would not have used
our facilities to train profes-
sienal government spies.

Off and on during the years
wvarlous charges were aimed
at Highlander and Horton,
who now runs a successor

school at Knoxville. A 1859 .
state .leglslative committes .
hearing tock a look at High-
Jander—and that probe left the :
impression that Horton was an -
opportunist but not & com-~
munist.

. On_thres, occasions during
fta 30-year existence, in 1936,
1947 and again In 1560—this
reporter visited Highlander.

What went on thers cer-
tainly might have been un-
usual to the mountain folks ;
who lived nearby. For one
thing, there were integrated
meetinga—whites and Negroes
aitending seminars togeibiern,
singing together, gquars danc-
ing together, their children-
swimming together in the lake. !

Thers were lactures and:
round tabls discussions. The '
talk may have drifted over the

of the farmers snd
miners, sems of wham’
brought thsir children to the
kindergarien Horion epsrated.

Thers was talk of government
and politics, iabor versus capi=
talism; seocialism versus fas
ciam. ) o

Very early ii was a place,
where some labor unions sent

_some of their officials to dis-]
cusa thelr problems. 8til] later
the emphasis moved to eivil
rights, ss opposed fo. ozl inl
tields of - -t

. ’v'.?.-,"‘ AETIVE LI

. association he wan BU

.

Wt

Cprea el

seylr

S —

———e

Not Un-American “
Certainly thers was the dis:

content of the working class.
expregsed In the 1930's by

representatives of

" labor who represented men
struggling out of the depres-.
1+ sion just as in the 1950's thera
. was discontent expressed by
beginning

Negroes who ‘wers
to struggle for equal rights.
But thers was naver the
feeling that this was subver-
sive ©OF un-AmMerican, Sven
when some ideas which
seemed impractical, heir-

brained or half-baked were of- "

i fered,

Much of the thinking and .

{atking
informal discussion® around
the dinner table centered 6n

at seminars and at.

e

the needs for an urban, indus- -

trial mociely. Horton constant-
Iy tried to keep a light note
on the conversation.
quenily” when he told stories

but fre-’

that were supposed to be fun- '
ny he would forget the punch °

line.

He  was an Iincessant '’

name droper, talking of some

to have had with Waiter Reu-

ther, Reinhold Nisbuhr, Mrs.

Roosevalt or James Carey.
There was a

Forever” and “Picket Line
‘Later such “songs

Bhall Overcome™ and
. DIt

—

ALL INFORMATI
UNCL
p

HEREIN IS
DATE,
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ed

. d deal of -
singing—songs like "Solidarity

Rinan”  and “Samuel Hall”.
8-

{Indicate page, ncme of
newapaper, city and state.)
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5 .dom” became favorites as the’
. glﬂvﬁiﬁﬂwiwhed to clvil

rights,
In a library of 8,000 volumas
thers wers a few books eon

communism — perhaps 20, In- .

cluding a well-worn capy of
Das Kapital.

Merchants of this town of
1,547 goid groceries and other

* supplies at Highlander — hut

they don't want to tatk for

',_ the record about the school.
" One of them that I had inter-
viewed a few years back when

v - &

I was up this way, told me re- .

_cently he doesn’t think that
the changex of time—in the

. area of labor and civil righte—

have helped Highlander's local

.. reputation, N

: have the general impression

.

i

People up here, he said, still

“

i

'Nat Caldwell
Tells how it was

that Highlander wax Commu-
nisi. And, he zaid, it doesn't
change anybody's mind be-
cause "President Johnson now
sayvs the same things that
Miles Horton used to say.”
Last Thursday was the
- fourth anniversary of the auc-
tion sale that disposed of the

[.

. bhonks,

No Question s—e——e

There war never any ques-
tion shout Highlander being
an Inter-racial xchool. And
there was never any problem
evither pbeut petting a drink
of beer, -

The school was located in a
remotse, if not private, part of
" ths county. it was just twelve
miles from Tracy City — about
three fourthas of ths way to
Monteagle by Highway 56, »
right turn up a country lane
and on about a mile to Sum-
merfiald.

Summerfield, before High-
lander started in 1932 and aft-
er it left in 1862, was just a
little rural community like
.Allardt and Rugby and Pleas-
ant Hill — other Cumberland
plateau towns.

In Highlander's 30 years
8choot President Horton al-
wavs boasted — and weather
rceords back up his claim -
that no northerp visitor ever
failed to call for blankets on
the hottest summer night . . .
“Our monev alwayas gocs for
food.  instruction  or
scholarshipr.” he would =ay.

. “Alr conditioning is for Lake
© Junaluska”

The Traev Cily husinessman
T talked with maid he,is proud
that “for vearx I kept tha FBI
and the American Legion cur-

« rent on Highlander.” :

He did not smile at the re-
coilection of Horton's famous
warm-up introduction to High-

. Innder for visitors. Often, he

sald, it was & prelude to an
appeal for donations.

T rights  workers ‘imdl ‘narler,”

for union ilahor orgen: .
Proud of Kindergarten, ¢

Horlon was proud of the
kindergarten at Highlander.
It was for those under & years,

- old, not unlike today's Opera-

tion Headstart,
He boasted to visitors about
the kindergarten as he did

y about the weather. it was

staffed, he claimed, by the
nation's top Instructors, vaca-

. tioning at #Highlander and

paying their ewn way. They
wers, he ssid, regular staff
fmembers of the nation’s most
famous kindergarten, the
Chase School. T,
There were other EHorton
boasts in addition to weather .
and kindcrgarten. He main.
tained his school had done a
Getter job than the Iabor move-
ment ih training labor leaders.
And probably hecause of this
eriticism of lahor he was
squeezed down 10 two nr thres
minutes on a stale CIO son-
veniion program, a siate lahor
federation meeling and a rall
road brotherhood’s program,
This waa in the late Fortles.

A Loud Griper

During ‘that -very period
Horton griped louder and.
more and more puhlicly as he.
called attention to his achoel's
“right toe ba heard” in labor

* gircltes. The mors ths unions

tried to ignore him, the more

" ha complgined,

“Everybody wants to forget *

we had that mess up here~
ths businessman said.

Horton has never denjed
that the achosl he ran was
“different,” but he offers to
reporters who ask about the
Communist charge the fact

" that when he applied for a

| passport to England in the

-—— -

" mlddle of the 1859 Tennesses
+ legislative committes probs of .

“communiam™ at Highlandsr,

"he got hin passport quh:klyE

Highlander was swiltching
during this period from labor

. leadership training to integras

tion Jeadership training. Most
of the Tennesses unions, ut the
time, took a dim view of com-
bining tha two. Maost laber
leaders thought union desag-

! regation in the South would

wreck their organization. =

When Congressional com-
mities [nvestigators placad
Horton on their grill in the
following years as though he
was & well known Communist

and without & hitch. He wul Horton entered into a name-

going to England to sct as'

. chairman at an international!

school's Grundy County prop-

erty for $43,700.

That sais came after a
Grundy county jury found the
school “guilty™ of being a de-
segregated institution in de-
fiance of state laws, and ruled
Horton was guilty of running
the school for his personal
gain and guilty also of seliing
baer without a licenss. Com-

" munism was not invelved in

+ its charter.

I
i

the jury's verdiet, -
. A circuit judge, on the basis
- of theze findings by the jury
ordered the school's charter

revoked. The Tennessee Su-
presne Court upheld the judge
on the grounds of operaling
for personal gain and selling
beer - put threw out the seg-

'
+
i
]
1

regation count. In October, .
;. 1881 the U.8. Supreme Court

‘refuse hesr an appeal or
ﬂ%’l’iééz cam, .-

. checked the charges of sub-

educational conferencs.

Horton also points out the!
‘Treasury Department revoked |
the school's tax exempt status
after the U5, Suprems Court's
1962 refusal to hear an ap-
peal from a Tennesses Su-’
preme Court decres revoking,

But Internal Revenue agenta

version as well as the chargea
of operating the school for
-personal gain. After a faw
months the tax exemption for
school
atored for the succession High-
. lander schoal. Horten now
runs in Knoxville, Also the sx-
smption was made retroactive
so ths school could collsct on
Hs past dus foundatlon grants.
Horton, while denying the
Communist charge, boasta of
Highlander's achievements Tax

B traimine renfew fou  alod%

supporters was re-j-

firing contest with i{nvestiga-
tors. He nearly panicked the
Eastland Committee's New
Orleans hearing in 1933. Hae
was ejected from hearing
roomna for upselting hearings,
asx a nuisance, and once a5 &
disturber of tha peace.
Thix reporter cquestioned
him at a Tennesses lzhor con-
vention after the New Or’
feans hearings. About thaf
time, probably based on his
weird performancens, informa.
tion spread that Highlander
might be a training bass fer
professional FBI and commit-
tes Informer-infiltrators.
Following the New Qr .
hearings this reporter ques-
tioned him at a Tennesses
Labor Conventlon about
whether he had accepted
funds from J. Edgar Hoover
or Senator Joseph McCarthy, .

Horton's reply was: .
~--"Ne.” P — :
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* The Real Reds — -l
. Horton and the school had '

. some difficulty in successfully -
* refuting such” charges at the

time, The reason: the only
© two well known Communists
! seen fairly frequently around
Highlander in the early days,
Paul Crouch and H. B, Ross,
were by this time making the
©-rounds of the congressinnal

. committes hearings Idus

‘ scores of olher professional
Communists they weres singing
their hearts out far pay. They
-—and Horton — were suspect
“among the Communista.
! In “those years hard-cors
Communists were trying ta .in-
filtrate the laber movement,
. just as they are trying te
infiltrate the civil rights
movement today, and this
~ may account for the presence
- of such known Communists as
Crouch and Ross »at High-
fander. :

»

Today a revived Highlander .
exists under & new name at

Knoxville, it has under way

training schools for elvil -
rights woriters and literacy

courses at half a dozen sites
. across the South., And soon
it will come up with a pro-
gram for Appalachian poverty
arsas, :

ghlander Folk School, .

N

o o

el Caw
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said Shakespeare.

By DR, MEDFORD EVANS
Consultam‘, “Citiz¥ns’ “Countid-t*

YHERE'S such divinity doth hedge & king—".

T x % *{
|
;

A CounciI_Leader
- Speaks His Piece -

- ﬂhm»

x * k
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Yet pretenders have

fallen: “Let us not be intimidated by a »ame and an.

image.
In SJeptember 1857 Martin
Luthen: King was present at

" the Hirhlaader Folk School

in Monteagle, Tennessee, and
was photographed by an agent
of the Georgia Commission on
Education. Someone hax aak-

- il Highlander
Communist training

R RN

was &

. school—the photographer was

a Communist also. The an-
awer js that he probably

passed. for one at the time.|

One of the plictures he took
shows Martin Luther King
making a speech.

In snother, which was to bhe-
come famous, King in seated

! in an wudience which included

nlso Myles, Hortg.n director of
Highlander: ate Aubre
*hen presidé

cational Fund, Inc.; and
nier Bacrps of the Central Com-
itgzmof  the Communist

party, 118A. Berry s a Negro,

— e -
Horton and WiHlams white;
Highlander and 8CEF are far-
left ingtitutions with charact-
eristically ambiguous relation-
ships With the CommunhL
party.. .

This group pholograph hu
‘been , widely circulated for
many :years. Initially it was
distribuied by the Geo
Commission in & elrcular
showing raclally integrated ac-
tivities d. Highlmder In 1963
Minsissippi Governer Ross

oft- ahowed it before &
televised hearing in Washing-!
ton. Thousands of lJetter-size:
coples-- have been distributed’
by the Nuhvllle Citizans':

In Billbourd Form -t i

Recently #t has besn ;
pared eq iboard form hym
Cltlunﬁ Council

‘office th Bhreveporl and mm
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?avnilnble tor general  public

oS

he authenticity of
i the photograph has not been
{ questioned. What han been
" quextioned is the propriety of

ubllishing 1t. Or, more exart. !
' b’:: of diaplaying it on a biil- -

ard, for even such a critie
" s THE TENNESSEAN has pub-
_Yished it more than once as a
* news photo. Thers is a fine
* line there somewhere,

:Iik. Hamiet when he said,
t Al «of which | most power-

fully und potently believe, but |

I hold it not honesty te have
it thussset down.” .
Civic" leaders are reported

ey wwe

= L = L -]

i hibition of the billboards, but
,non-"‘ebl.llengg the authen-
{ ticlty of the photograph,
; Therd g#eems to be litile in-
. terest " iii whatever truth |s
? back of-the sign, but excited
i concern ' for fjts possiile ef-
-fect on ‘Some commercial or
; political image. -

.

b

. Intemperate

;  Often the criticisms are aa
j Intemperate in styls an they
. are Irrelevant to the substan-
: tive issue. A Chamber of Com-

merce oificial falsely charact-
;nrizes the Citizena’ Council aa
;- “ciandestine,” and speaks of
i “hooded Ku Klux Kianners”

THE TENNESSEAN of June 13
!eont.lnued a front-page story
+ mbout tha Nazhvilis hillbasrds
t to Page 8-A, where the con-
[ tinuation lies under s photo-
—graph of a Klan group in

line between the picture of
hooded ~men atanding under
ons 0! the nationaily distrib-
uted bijiboards and the two-
column ~head *“Citizens’ Coun-
¢il” which does not include
the usual catch line, “contin-
ued from page one”

M e B L L JE T L T

a photograph of the Citizens'
Couneil ~in Naszhvills, Tenn,

when it is actually a ph“;
graph of the Kian in Natchez,

py makes-up, or very good. Bs
that ss..it may, the Council
and the Klan have no con-
nection” with sach other. If
THE TENNESSEAN and the
Chamber of Commaerce official
Imagine that thelr own obvi-
sus imputation of guilt by as-
- sociation is merely paying tha
. Countcil in fts own kind, they
* may have failed to refisct
3 that whils ths Citizens’ Coun-
¥ cit hag' 'no control over whe
i wtands.under one of ity signs
te he photographed, Martin
. Luther King certainly did
: have control over whether he
went to a Communist training
sthool or net. .
i  'The Chamber of Commerce
. man is as ahsurd as he is pom-
, pous when he delivers tha dlc-
. tum, "No good can sver toms
! from maligning a race through

e sy oy

T

i ons of ita leaders” Of course, '
' ;face all the facts about Dr.

{ artin Lather KlnE
= e R feye P

in the nress as denloring awa

ftlu first' amendment.”

Natchez, Miss. There is no :

The effect Is that hers'lis

Miss. This is eithar very slop- -

With, & prsdomi, [ King. Toe man has an imags

nantly white group is not to,
malign a race—certainly not
the Negro race, Incredibly,
this spokesman for the Nash-
ville area buniness communi-
ty, in atfecting to deplore the
creatiofi'of “ilI will,” says that
, the Citizéns’ Couneil billboards
, remind him of the “ers of ha-
. tred which existed in Dallas
' befors  "President Xennedy's
murder.” The Chamber of Com-
merce's own image i hardly
going to be helped either in
Dallas or Tennesses by that
kind of immoderate outburst.

{Editor's Note: The Cham-
ber official quoted here was
Ed Sihln.,‘ executive vice pres!-
dent,",! .

Better Balanced !

Better balanced is the com-
ment of the Metro Human Re-
lations . Committee chalrman,
aa quoted in THE TENNESGEA
of Juné 20, for he obaervex cor-
rectiy that no action could be
taken-to prevent display of the
billboards without infringing!
the “right of fres speech u.nger’

st

this dignitary too deplorea the .
billboards, “which serve no '
purpose other than o cause .
strifse and tension in the com- !
munity.” i
{Editor's Note: The officlal |
quoted hers was Robert J.
‘Warner Jr.) ’

Perhaps hs has not followed -
the carssr of Martin Luther
King. Ki"!. has stated that his '
basic method of operation Is
the developmant of “creative :
. tension.” And from the Mont-!
gomary bus boycott of 1956 to
the Balma march of 1965 he
has done @ remarkable job of
ereating tension. If you are
against tension, it Is hard “i
sse how you can ba for Mar-
_tin Luther King. !

It ahould he added that the
hillboards do serve
-ahd & very useful purpose,
which is the presentation of an
important fact about an im-
portant man. The lawyers have ]
a saying, "Res Ipsa loquitur,”
the thing speaks for itself, The
basis of Anglo-Saxon justice,
the basis of the doctrine of
freedom of the press, is that!
citizens may judgs of and from
facts. .

‘If the photograph of Martin
Luther King at Highlander
were fake, tha bdillboards
should come down. Bince it is

enuine it should be studied
or its meaning, not avoided
with a gshudder. ¥ interpreta-
tiona vary, let the dispute go
on. Nothing is gained by fear-
ful or obatinate silence. Not
even communism is more omi-

[P,

another

P

ca than the reluctance of lead-
ers to face facts.

| lmoge of Piety ™ * "«
Not that it in pleasant to

o -

of plety, which it may mesmt
implous to deface. Boi-Imr gy
rector l; Edggo Hoover haa o'
agn . And saither

Martin Luther King or J. Ed-'
gar Hoover is a lar. A hard
choice, hut we have to take
one or the other Wa ean't
have both. Mr. Hoover calied
Dr. King a liar, Therefore, if
II_)Ir. Kin]g iz not = lar, Mr.

oover is one. V v

Mr, Hoover ia :-.et“: !Le.‘.r':.the‘:
Dr, King is one. Yes, ft may be
sald, but do we have to talk
about fitl'.;f SI‘:xce not only our
WRY O e but our Yives may
be at stake, we should. M
But It needs no blast from'
J. Edgar Hoover to raise ques-
tions sbout King’s verscity,
‘When the biitboards first ap-

' peared fn Loplsi -
g:m-‘grmpumlndm

) . King was quoted
the Associated Preas as u\yit‘g

N s{ the Highlander Folk 8chool,

spent exactly one hour
there back in 1858 If T was
trained there #H was mighty
short training.” That the visit
seems to have been in 1957
rather than 1958 iy not tmpore
tant, and there Is no need to
quibble over the probabllity
that it Jasted “exactly one
hour.™ But several things about
this astatement are important;

First, King does not deny
that the Highlander FolI{
Bechonl was a Communist
training center, :

Second, whit ha doea deny
—which s thit he could have
received a significant amount
of training in the short time
he was there—is something
which the billboard never
said. It says simply, “Martin
Luther King at

Training Bchool”
have been thers not to receive
training but to give it. Anothe
er photograph exists, as noted

A mtate e =
AN UnIsu

1 above, showing him at a sort
- of lectern. He could, of courss,

[ o A g a4 m__ &
nave Eiven & SIENIIICAOL 1eQ-'

ture in an hour. '

: 1

Third—and most fmportant
—the apirit of King's ostensi-
bly facetious remark is totally’
misteading. However brief the.
time he spent at Monteagle, he
has coliaborated over a period
of years with the Highlander:
inatitution. The following ap-:
peared in the New York:
Times of Feb. 23, 1960 under’
the by-line of Claude Sitton:
*Atlanta, Feb. 22 — The
Southern Christian Leadership.
Conference and the Hizhla.nd;:_
er Folk School have joined
forcen to train Negro leaders’
for the civil rights struggle..
The program was discioged
heres by conference headquar-
ters. The conference is made
up of various anti-segregation
ups and is headed by the

v. Dr, Martin Luther King
Jr. A conference spokesman,
said eleven Negroes had just
completed a week's training
course at Hiphlander. Anoth-

ciass of fiftesn or miors:

lwill be beld in shout. txp’

He couyld -

A
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Dr. Medford

the council,

Na

Guotes Shakq;pe_arc

ATRT- WhE W o ¥ A

Evans

Medford Evans

g N

>

k]

;

is a paid consultant f
the national office of the Citizens’ Council
% this letter to THE NASHVILLE TENNESSEAN he
§ defends the council’s billboard attacks on Mar-
tin - Luther King, and defends the policies of

or |
In

is situated
Mountains near Monteagle,
Tenn., between Chatlanooga
and Nashville It is headed by
Myles Horton and has been in-,
volved in several conirover-|
sies because of the political |
affiliations of persons ohn-’
nected with 1t.°

Then Timen reporter Sitton
wenl on to say, “Some ohaerv-
ers said the affiliation of Dr.
King's organization with
Highlander  raised  serious
questions of prestige for the
conference. hey contended
that because of the delicacy of
the racial problem and High-
lander’s controversial status,

' jt would be difficult now for

Southern whites of liberal or.
moderate persuasion to deal.
with the conference” The ac-
curacy of this. estimate of
Southern whites of liberal or
moderate persuasion may be
guestioned but tnere' is no
question that Dr. King's asso-
clation with Highlander has
not beep & brief or trivial af-
fair.

The w»chool st Monteagle
was!closed down shortly after
the above dispatch appeared,
but activity continued from
an address in Knoxville called
*Highlander Center.” An ap-
peal for financial support

|
|

- signed hy Myles Horton under

'
?
'i
t

I+

).

- gram

date of May 15, 1963 speaks

af Hiha Hirhlander

LuCaENY Ot W aaiRILar
ﬁ’:u like = Phoenix rising
from the ashes,” and claimn
(1 of the Highiander pro-
“the Citizenship Hchoola
now being spread throughout
the South by Dr. Martin La-
. ther King's Southern Chris-

"tian Leadership Conferencs .

. and student civil rights or.

. ganizationa.”
-

i,
&
F

of
.’-' shou

f

The Ie:terlfxtead
carries the nams of “Rev.
Martin Luther King Jr.” as»
" ohe of the “Highlander Epon-
sors.” . . B

_ Just how derogatory Ihe
Highlander association may
" be to Dr. King ramains a mat-
tar of opinion, but what il mc-
" cords with the saintly image
him Is that he himsaif
|d undertaks to contract
to one hour an association

' whith on the record is spread
5 minimize. the imporisnce of

ever flve or six years, and to

: that mssoclation whan on the

i policy and pregram.

‘ record It Involved coliabora-
ths top echslon en

»

Back of all the controversy

==00¢r Dr, King’s veracity, and

back of the concern over the

tion of the nature of his rela-
tionship with communism. The
Hberal attitude seems to be
that this question must not
be raised, much less answered.
‘The thoughiful and informed
citizen, however, cannot aveid
raising it. Anthony Lewix ce-
orte in the New York
fmes Nov. 20, 1964, "Ti was
learned today that Mr. Hoover
alsg had aald during the in-
terview"—In which he had
called King the most notorious
liar in the country—“that Dr.
King had Communist connec-
tions.” Mr. Hoover did not
. apecify the connections, but it
seems unlikely that he was
making it all up, and some
of King’'s Communist connec-
tions can be specified from
_th= public record.

His Assoclates

His personal and profes-
sional associations have in-
cluded Rustin. Hunie
Pitts Q’'Dell, atlas Jack _H.
ODell, and Carl Brdden—all
important figlired In the Com-
munist movement In this coun-
try. More famous Communist
assoclates of King are Ahmed

= Talla e Foeo e AT L T
BEn DTiia, WE LUl ulcus.iur

1

of-Alrerie. and Kwame Nkru--

mah, the “Savioor*~wuf Ghana.
When Nkrumah was installed
at the helm in Accra. King
wis there on the platform
with " his friend. When Een
Bella came to the United
States in October 1062, he saw
John Kennedy in the White
House and Martin Luther
King in the Barclay hotel In
New York. To show ths peck-
ing order, perhapnr King

changed the time of hia ap-
pointment with Ben Bella, and
the l1atter accepted the change.
My source is the Harlem edl-
tion of the Pittsburgh Courier.
On points, King seems tur-
ther ahead of Ben Bella todny
than ever.

King makes ne secret of his
admiration for leaders round
the world

billboards, {s the basic ques-

in ths so-cated No.

‘of w petition to . =
Bobell. convicted along With
the Rosenbergs of wartime
esplonage, whoss case bmmo-‘,
a Communist cause ceiehre,:
Ancther petitlon signed by -
King urged a pardon for Jun- }
lus Scales, the North Carciina
jCommunist violater of the -
Bmith Art ﬂ!_-_‘!nfnmnlln-"

—aaifs Sremaaia

was carried in the August %5, '
1961 tssue of “New Americs” *
& Boclalist publication. *

Foreign Policy
m:;istol-l::'pwu! oti iy Com-‘!
¢ on fore llcy,
the UPT reported on Octobar |
10, 1961 that King had urged
admission of Red China to the -
, United Nations, and Allen and °
Scott reported in early Decem- .
her 1064 that King had wired =
President Johnson to demand .
a halt to aid to Congoless Pre- -
mler  Moise Tshombs, “King .
sent this forceful messags,” !
said the columnists, “afier the :
President authorized the use .
of U.S. planes to drop Belgian ®
paratroopers on Btanleyviile »

.

¢ lo rescue hundreds of white-

hostages in rebel hands.” Thers.
have been few clearsr chojces |
between Communista and anti-
Communists than that be
tween the Stanleyville “rebeis” !
and Tshombe. King chozs the
Communists. 4
I appreciate this space in ‘
THE TENNESSEAN. (I am as-;
suming sz I write that I shan!
get it} I have not used much
of it to defend the Citizens :
Council. Actually, I thought i
your attack on us lacked lus-
ter. You raised a little doubt -
as to whether I really have & ;
Ph.D. from Yale, I do, but I
don't see that it matters very
much, i =
What matters more |s tl‘ll!."
you negisctad tha win‘ianeoi
of Dr. Henry Garrett's impor-

tant remarks on “The Reality..

L

of Race” You know, the race .
controvarsy in this eoun‘tr'y at ;
present could pratty well be.
stmmed up by the quastions,
Do Negroas sxist? and, Should ;
they? Ashley Montagus says, .
they don’t exist, not

- f national liberation, 'iresly; it's all in your mind,. .
v:i’t.}?w:icl:“ﬂ:: “Negro revolu-{Lyndon Johnson says, They do i
tion™ in the United Statas may exist, but they sught net te.4
is s¢ clasaod by The Citizens’ Gouncii says they .

the Communists. That s why do axist, snd they cught &

they support it. It is wo classed continue to exlat. Dr. Garret .
by the Citizens' Council. That supported the first of thess :
is why we tppose it. propositions with weight of'
Besides his axroclations—scientific evidence; whels’
and thoxe with Rustin anl Amarican tradition supports
O'Dell could well he the sub- the second with. respect fer
jeet of & mepsrate articie— human diversity.
King has put into “the fila” & Your chief complaint against
record of signing Communist us seems to be our “air of
petitions and aupporting the secrecy.” We just have that
Communist line on important air, don't we? But reslly you
issues of foreign policy. The suggest no secreta darker than
Communist “Worker” of Nov.the number of our paembars,
27T, 1980 lsted King a3 signerand the identity of yRaividuats
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'Wwhom we ask to sjgn _umi-
t!ﬁhg—wﬂgenenl area o

ministrative reticence which
\we share with the NAACP and
with Dr, King's own SCLC. Be-
Jore me as I write is a copy
of & plea on Martin Luther
King's personal letterhead for
‘his dear friends to send checks
‘payable to the SCLC. For their
convenience a business-reply

,envelope wag enclosed, and on

.the reverss side under the flap

there was espace for four,

names and addresses, with this
heading: “I muggest that you
send your appeal io the fel-
lowing persons without men-
tioning my name.” Some of
there techniques are just about
universal, aren't they?

This pboto of”“Mnrtm l..uther Kmt e s .At
pist Training School”

%T?;“mnn "

was a Tepr
" emiaaion on Education.®

int from
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; nswers a question d
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- - R
Domestic Intelligence Division - =

.Education Center, Knoxville, Tennessee,

INFORMATIVE NOTE

Dote 10- 18—65
Attached reports information receiv-
ed from State Commission on Human .
Rights, Nashville, Tennessee, to effect
that swastika stickers had been placed
on windows of Highlander Research and

and that other acts of vandalism occurred,

The Highlander Research and Educa-
tion Center is a very controversial -
school because of its inter-racial
character, It is not under investigation
and Knoxville was previously instructed
not to make any investigation of school
or individuals connected with it, )

Since local authorities are con-
ducting investigation and are aware of
complaints from Human Rights Commission
and in absence of indication of Federal
violation, no investigation belng ordered
by the Bureau,

Information in attached will be
furnished to the Civil Rights Division,

-
| /AQ//

ALL INFORM‘NIO NCONTA INED
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Sources used to describe H ghlaﬁ er Research
Education Center are:
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varlous witnesses, including LOUIS BUDENZ. The Bureau

i

OHS‘ iSO ‘INO ‘IS3V

-

<

-- Progress of Subversive Groups; I8 - C".
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to Investigate Funds and Other Organizations, which committee
dv:Lsed the Bureau by memorandum reflecting interviews with

furnished copies of this memorandum to the New York Office by
v letter dated 2/24/53 entitled "Use of Benevolent Trust Funds,
Philanthropic and Eleemosynary Instruct:.zs to Implement th
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very ﬁontroversial -ubject in Khoxville .area and local feeling
against this school is so strong that any individual or any

group of individuals could be responsible for above acts.:- >
Bureau has previously instructed the Knoxville Office to nake
‘no investigation concerning Highlander or individuals connected
‘with the school. .This smchool is continually receiving .
“unfavorable press publicity by one of the localupapers.,iho F
have alleged Communilt connactionl. LR RN uw-f°fﬁ*”’”“7

T . ) fw»' ) T ko “.‘

No investigation is being conducted by the Rhoxvill
Office,

-k el
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In Reply, Pisase Refer 1o .
File No, October 19, 1965

F P SRR 1Y IR KT GRS W R T A N ) S S Y 1 PR WL TP L Oy - N | L RRTI T m————
CAPRVERR IR i M&“&‘ ! N N ; T M Pl M

UNIT-" STATES DEPARTMENT OF JL@ICE
. FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

Chief

United States Secret Service
Department of the Treasury
Washington, D. C. 20220

Dear Sir: Y S
IVl Nieit

The information furnished herewith concerns an individual who is believed to be

covered by the agreement between the FBI and Secret Service concerning Presidential pro-

tection, and to fall within the category or categories checked.

1. ] Has attempted or threatened bodily harm to any government official or employee,
inciuding foreign government officials residing in or planning an imminent visit to the
U. 8., because of his official status. *

2. ] Has attempted or threatened to redress a grievance against any public official by other
than legal means.

3. [ Because of background is potentially dangerous; or has been identified as member or
participant in communist movement; or has been under active investigation as member
of other group or organization inimical to U. 8.

4. {7 U. 8. citizens or residents who defect from the U. S. to countries in the Soviet or
Chinese Communist blocs and return.

5." 51 Subversives, ultrarightists, racists and fascists who meet one or more of the following
criteria:

(a) {] Evidence of emotional instability (including unstable residence and
employment record) or irrational or suicidal behavior:

(k) [ Expressions of strong or violent anti-U. S. sentiment;

(¢} X Prior acts (including arrests or convictions) or conduct or statements
indicating a propensity for violence and antipathy toward good order
and government.

6. ™ Individuals involved in illegal bombing or illegal bomb-making.

Photograph [ has been furnished []enclosed [T] ie not available
i)} may be available through

Very truly yours,

| - wpecial Agent in Charge (Enclosure(s)=2) (RM)
U. 8. Secret Service, Naghville, Tennessee

Enclosute(s) {Upon removal of classified enclosures, if any, thic transmittal form
becomés UNCLASSIFIED.}
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HIGHLANDER RESEARCH AND
EDUCATION CENTER

KX T-2 advised that LOUIS BUDENZ, admitted former editor
of the "Daily Worker", an East Coast Communist newspaper, and
former official of the Communist Party, advised on November 21,
1952, that the Highlander Folk School was pro~Communist. BUDENZ
did not give further details regarding this school. '

The October 8, 1961, issue of The Knoxville News-Sentinel,
a local daily newspaper published at Knoxville, Tennessee, contained
an article reflecting the Highlander Folk School had announced plans
for a similar school at Knoxville to be located at 1625 Riverside

-2~
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HIGHLANDER RESEARCH AND
EDUCATION CENTER

Drive. The article identified MYLES HBORTON as Director of
Highlander. ' _

The December 17, 1961, issue of The Knoxville News-
Sentinel contained an article reflecting that on December. 16,
1961, assets of Highlander Folk School, Monteagle, Tennessee,
were auctioned by the State of Tennessee under a court decree
after the school was convicted of violating three Tennessee
laws and failed in appeals to the State and United States Supreme

Courts.

The July B8, 1962, issue of The Knoxville News-Sentinel.
contained an article reflecting the land on which Highlander Folk
School was formerly located had been sold at public auction under
court decree. The article stated that MYLES HORTON, Director
of Highlander, during its entire existence, has moved to
Knoxville, Tennessee, and has been granted a State Charter for
an organization called Highlander Research and Educational

Center.

| on Noverver 16, 1961, NN o ce
of Secretarv of State, State of Tennessee, Nashville, Tennessee,

[~ e

made available records which reflect that a charter of
incorporation for the Highlander Research and Education Center,
Inc., was certifipd by the Secretary of State on August 28, 1961.

It is noted that a letterhead stationery of the
organization also carries the name as the Highlander Education
and Research Center.

This document containg neither recommendations nor conclusions
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is locaned to your
agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside

your agency.



UNICD STATES DEPARTMENT OF J"ICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Knoxville, Tennessee
;’;‘ff"”'““”"" October 19, 1965
O

Title HIGHLANDER RESEARCH AND
EDUCATION CENTER

Character MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION
CONCERNING

Reference Letterhead memorandum, captioned
as above, dated October 19, 1965.

All sources (except any listed below) whose identities
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable
information in the past.

£

This document containg neither recommendations nor conclusions of
the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your
agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside
your agency.
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HIGHLANDER RESEARCH -AND
EDUCATION CENTER _

MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION

CONCERNING - . |
T St s R R T EDY TR i) CoVTERD
Re Knoxville airtel to Bureau 10/19/65.

sLi? 15V °F
DATE ;

Enclosed herewith are the original and seven opies

of a letterhead memorandum bearing above caption. Copies

Mhave been disseminated locally to Secret Service and Army
Intelligence authorities. SR " _

”

N Sources ﬁéed‘to‘deécribe Higﬁlander Research an

Education Center are: - .
L) i R

7-2 is the House of Representatives Select Committee
to Investigate Funds and Other Organizations, which committee
advised the Bureau by memorandum reflecting interviews with
various witnesses, including LOUIS BUDENZ. The Bureau
furnished copies of this memorandum to the New York Office by
jetter dated 2/24/53 entitled "Use of Benevolent Trust Funds,
Fhilanthropic and Eleemosynary Instructions to Implement the
Progress of Subversive Groups; IS - c".

AGENTY: ACSI, ON], 03
prPT: 18D, €

DATE FORW i
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UNI{:_.’“—) STATES DEPARTMENT Ok JICE
" FEDERAL BUREAU OF INYESTIGATION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

In Reply, Please R
N fer e November 5, 1965

File No.
Chief
United States Secret Service
Department of the Treasury
Washington, D. C. 20220

Dear Sir:

The information furnished herewith concerns an individual who is believed {0 be
covered by the agreement between the FBI and Secret Service concerning Presidential pr
tection, and to fall within the category or categories checked. :

1. [T Has attempted or threatened bodily harm to any government official or employee,
including foreign government officials residing in or planning an imminent visit to the
U. 5., because of his official status.

2. ] Has attempted or threatened to redress a grievance against any public official by other
than legal means.

3. [] Because of background is potentially dangerous; or has been identified as member or
participant in communist movement; or has been under active investigation as member
of other group or organization inimical to U. S.

: 4. [JU. 8. citizens or residents who defect from the U. S. to countries in the Soviet or
B g Chinese Communist blocs and return.

5. 51 Subversives, ultrarightists, racists and fascists who meet one or more of the following
criteria:

(a) [T] Evidence of emotional instability (including unstable residence and
employment record) or irrational or _suicidal behavior:
(b) [} Expressions of strong or violent anti-U. 8. sentiment;

i (¢) E] Prior acts (including arrests or convictions) or conduct or statements
R indicating a propensity for violence and antipathy toward good order
P S : and government.

6. [JIndividuals involved in illegal bombing or illegal bomb-making.

Photograph [] has been furnished [ enclosed {"] is not available
("1 may be available through

iR ' Very truly yours,

1 - Special Agent in Charge (Enclosure(s) =2)
U. 8. Secret Service, Nashville, Tennessee

Laviosure(s) (Upon removal of classified enclosures, if any, thic transmittal form
becomes UNCLASSIFIED.)

:
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KX T-ladvised that LOUIS BUDENZ admitted former editor.
of the "Daily Worker", and East Coast Communist newspaper, and
former official of the Communist Party, advised on November 21,
1952, that the Highlander Folk School was pro-Communist. BUDENZ
did not give further details regarding this school.

The October 8, 1961, issue of The Knoxville News-Sentinel,
a local daily newspaper published at Knoxville ssee, contained
an article reflecting the Highlander Sgi:i;epld announced

plans for a similar school xv e to be lp€ated at 1625
Riverside Drive. The article identified MYLES/HORTOXN as Director
of Highiander, Y ol r— —

The December 17, 1961, issue of The Knoxville News-
Sentinel ccocntained an article reflecting that on December 16,
1961, assets for Highlander Folk School, Monteagle, Tennessee,
were auctioned by the State of Tennessee under a court decree
after the school was convicted of violating three Tennessee laws
and failed in appeals to the State and United States Supreme
Courts. '

The July 8, 1962, issue of The Knoxville News-Sentinel
contained an article reflecting the land on which Highlander Folk
School was formerly located had been sold at public suction under
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court decree. The article stated that MYLES HORTON, Director of

Highlander, during its entire existence, has moved fn Knoxville,

Tennessee, and has been g ranted a State Charter for an organization
called Highlander Research and Educational Center.

On November 16, 1961, mwﬁce
cf Secretary of State, State of Tennesscee, NMashv e, Tennessee,

made available records which reflect that a charter of incorpora-
tion for the Highlander Research and Fducation Center, Inc., was
certified by the Sccretary of State on August 28, 1961.

It is noted that a letterhead statiomery of the
organization alsc carries the name as the Highlander Education
and Regearch Cernter.

Sources of this Burean whose

fdomtitlion cme mrmannlad fm

IUCIIHI-IUB AT LVIIVCRICJU AL
thia document have furnished
reliable information in the past

ok e

o,

-

This document contains neither recommendahons nor conclusions of
the F. & 1L 1 is the property of the F. B. I. and is loaned to your

agency, i v i + contents are not to be diztributed cutsizle your agency
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OHIGHLANDER RESEARCH AND EDUCATION CENTER

. . . . ‘! R
':4?& - T—l is e
f" : ;‘:(f
T—2 is the House of Representat:.ves Selectas E":J
Committee to/ Investigate Funds and Other Organizations, =3

 ad
> Q’YP@M;_.._.

E:iiﬁum“ Y ﬂ@:é? g

MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION CONCERNING

Enclosed herewith are the orlglnal and seven 7 -
copies of a letterhead memorandum bearing the above . . B
caption. Copies have been dlssemlnated locally to o
Army Intelllgence authorltles._ B e ,;#ﬂ;' R

Sources used to descrlbe nghlander Researqh
and Educatlon Center are:

which committee advised the Bureau by memorandum reflectdng

interviews with various witnesses, including LOUIS BUDENE .

«Fhe Bureau furnished copies of this memorandum to tHe New

York Office by letter dated 2/24/53 entitled "Use of éa;l

penevolent Trust Funds, Philanthropic and Eleemosynary

Instructlons to Implement the Progress of Subversive Groups; !
- C". . - : : L .

'*«4’79 T-3 :.s

L Bureau (Enc,
- Knoxville

510F

Approved:
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UNITED STATES DEﬁARTMFNT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Knoxville, Tennessee
December 7, 1965

PR S .
\..“l““‘..."{' .

HTCHIANDER RESERRCH AKRD

Al ol STl &l AV AS A A N i datiel” Gl W -l

EDUCATION CENTER
MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION

|IIIIIIIIIIIIFllllllIlIIIIIIIIlIlIlllIllllllIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

The Knoxville Journal, a daily newspaper, Knoxville,

CONCERNING .

Tennessee, on November 20, 1965, contained an article stating
that a fire, apparently deliberately set, heavily damaged the
front portion of the Appalachian Political Action Center,

511 Clinch Avenue,

Knoxville,

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
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HIGHLANDER RESEARCH AND

EDUCATION CENTER

KX T-2, who has furnished reliakle infcrmation in the
past, advised thal LOUIS BUDENZ, admitted former editor of the
"NDa2ily Worker", &n East Coast Communist newspaper, and former
official of the Communist Party, advised on November 21, 1952,
that the Highlander Folk School was pro-Communist. BUDENZ

J . X .
£ =T =
did not give further details regarding this school.

The October 8, 1961, isszue of The Knoxville Newg-Sentine
a local daily newspaper published at Knoxville, Tennessee, con-
tained an article reflecting the Highlander Feolk School had
announced plans for a similar schcol at Knoxville to be located
at 1625 Riverside Drive. The article identified MYLES HORTON
as Director of Highlander.

The ncwamhnr 17, 1961, issue of The K“ﬁxv1]]e News—

90 9 L=y i g SR F 1 Sy & LAl

Sentinel contained an artlcle reflectlng that on Docember 16,
1961, assets of Highlander Folk Scheol, Monteagle, Tennessee,
were auctioned by the State of Tennessee urnder a court decree
after the school was convicted cf violating three Tennessee
laws and failed in appeals to the State and Urited States

oupreme Courts.

The July 8, 1962, issue of The FKnoxville Newz-Sentinel
contained an article reflecting the 'I::-md on w'hllf_‘h Hlohlander

e WL e L el tA KALE TR G ke ok A A iy el A 3154 RIL WllLh i AlSWllisGEldliss

Folk School was formerly located had been zold at publlc auction
under court decree, The article stated that MYLEZ HORTON,
Director of Highlander, during its entire existence, has moved to
Knoxville, Tennessee, and has been granted a State Charter for

2+ ovrvanization called Highlander Research and Educational

wenver,
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HIGHLANDER RESEARCH AND
EDUCATION CENTER

On Novermber 16, 1961, — Office
of Secretary of Statz, State of Tennessee, Nashville, Tenrncesee,
made available reccrds which reflect that a charter of
incorporation for the Highlander Research and Educaticn Center,
Inc., was certified by the Secretary of State on August 28, 1961.

letterkezd stationery of the

a
he name z2 the Highlander FEiuncatio

L9} asClasiey i Ansjes=SRliiSSa bt 2

. .
anization aler czyx

g
and Regearch Center,

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed
outside your agency.



Optional Form No. 10
UNITIDSTATES GOVERNMENT
MEMORANDTUM

10: DIRECTOR, FBI
FROM -(YT&QA& SAVANNAH DATE: 3/18/66
RE: HIGHLANDER EDUCATION AND RESEARCH CENTER

INFORMATION CONCERNING

BUFILE NO: 61-7511
SAVANNAH FILE NO: 100-5125
COLUMBIA FILE NO:

Due to the opening of the Columbia Office, the
following action is being taken in the captioned matter:

A, LOCATION OF FILE

1. ( x) Entire file transferred to Columbia herewith.

2, ( ) File transferred to Columbia except one copy
of fellowing serials retained at Savannah:

4

3, ( ) File retained at Savannah but one copy of the
following serials transferred to Columbia.

B. OFFICE OF ORIGIN C. STATUS'

( ) Savannah ( ) Pending
( x) Columbia . {x ) RUC to Columbia
) ( ) Closed to Columbia

(1)~ Bureau ) MAR*ZI 1966

1 - Columbia (Enc. 1) k1| INFORMATION CONTAINED .
gy HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

(3)

P T R by s e
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

}__ Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion.

[?./Delebed under exemption{(s) "é 7ﬁ& __ with no segregable

material available for releasc to vou.

1 Infomation pertained only to a third party with no reference to vou or the subject of your request.
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(C] Document{s) originating with the following govemment ageneylios) . __ -
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you,

—.— Pagel(s) referred for consultation to the foliowing government agencviies);
as the information originated with them. You will

be advised of availability upon return of the material 1o the FBL

Page(s) withheld for the following rcasonts):

1 ‘For your information:

M/'IZE following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:

(=751 =316

XXXXXXEXXXKXXXKXXXXX

§ DELETED PAGE(S) §

¥ NO DUPLICATION FEE
NXXXEX X FORTHISPAGE X
XXXXXX ):6:9.9.0.8.0.0.0.9.0.0.9.9.0.0.6.0.4.¢
XYXXXX

FBI/DOJ
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@/['Je!otod under exemption(s) "é' 7_ _ with no segregable

material available for release to vou.

! Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to vou or the subject of your request.

] Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

T Document(s) originating with the following govemnment agency(ies),
. was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

t'apois) referred for consultation to the following government agencyiies),
. as the information originated with them. You will

e doviacd of availability upoen return of the material to the FIBL
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7 "I vour information: iL@C'EFFCf h_{?j—j f,,_“ D P/"M‘- 7

LT The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:

.o ”_'Sf/ , . 3 /] -

P 0.0:0.0.0.0.0.¢0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.6.9.
§ DELETED PAGE(S) §
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-PageB-Q  The Knawville News-Sentinel Sunday, ﬁwember 20, 1968 \

E-T ACLU Branch,
Defends Rights
of Highlander

- Mayor Rogers Says Shoulé-Have Evidence
. ‘ Mayor Rogers said that while
Center Is Entitled ; he does not condone all the ac-

tivities of Highlander, the cen-
| ter‘is eEﬁt}ed to full protection
' WUnaer une aw.

*“1 swore to uphold the law
and protect the rights of any
citizen whether I agree or dis-
agree with him. - .

“Some have made charges

. against Highlander and &s often
is true, they are not restricted
to facts. The FBI and the In-
temzl Revenue Serviee both
have cleared Highlander Center.
Those citizens who level charges

should . come forth with svi-

dence. Until such evidence is
presented, T shall see that High-
lander’s property and rights are
protected from those who would‘
teke the law into their own'
hands," Mayor Rogers said.,
y 1 would do for any citi-
zen.

To Full Protection

The East Tennessee Branch
of the American Civil hhmuu

Union has condemned recent at-
tacks, both verbal and physical,
on the Highlander Research and
Education Center on Riverside
Drive as “attacks upon the right

of free speech and free asso-
clation.”
been informed by letter of &
recent resolution adopted by
East Tennessee Branch, which
& retired TVA engineer. The
maydr agreed that Highlander
Attacks ‘Unwarranted’
“We are aware of recent

Mayor Leonard Rogers has
is headed by Harry Wiersema,
is entitled to protection.
events,” the letter said, *‘con-

cerning the Highlander Re-
search and Education Center,

including bombings, irresponsl-

ble attacks by a local néwspa- "
per and handbills, insurance
{

g n’_ "'L"Q e AN

cancellation and attempts to re-
voke the state charter, with
veiled reference to undisclosed
information In City Councl]
meetings. These are considered
unwarranted attacks upon this
institution.”
The resolution states:

*The Board of Directors of

the Eact Tennssses Civil Liber. A1 INENDMATION CONTAINED
‘t‘i.es Enfz:uk&s ngt: o;or:ecf:;let ALL I vivminl u.;u \:vl?‘l"_-d---n—-
:%‘eih’;fr?é’ nfrre: e ciation of HEREIN | N&;LHSS Lg-

it comm
and ‘state. We affirm that any DATE_J|5[5+ BY g7
locally constituted school or oth- ¢SS

er organization must be protect-
ed from violence against its
property, no matter how contro-
versial its activities, and we
command the efforts that have
been made to protect the prop-
erty of the Highlander Research

and Education Center. We fur-

ther affirm the right of such an

organization to pursue its edu- . CLOSU&E
cation program under fts state FAY

charter and we call upon other
citizens to stand with uve fa).

supporting this basie American \

freedom.”
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Your letter of November 22nd, with oncpaurg_,

has been received. iy
- .
bl W -
T {o & nlanonrna $a Tonmn warr howa Faszmd -
a5 & PLeaoudl v W iTalI U JUU UAYS l.wu_l_l Yl pl.l"

lication, the FBI Law Enforcement Bulletin, of interest. With
respect to your request to have it sent to you, it is publuhed
primarily for law enforcement officers, and it has bgen neeesaary

fo resfrinf ita ﬂlahi‘hﬂfinn T marral T Mnnn‘ ha nf hals ln“ﬂ-n
| 6 o Rt iy L £ s ACRIG 4 Ue Ui Ly uu%

you will underatand.

Regarding the article to which you refer stating.

the FRI haa c!nnrnd the Fﬂu'hlnnrl-n Rassarch and lErluan-

AT WA Wkl Al ol Wl Nl & AP

Center, this Bureau does not furnish clearances or nonclearancea-..
of any type. The FBI i3 strictly an inveatigative agency of the S
Federal Government and neither makes evaluations nor draws ~°

conclugiong as to the sharactar or intesrity of anv arcanization

h d
) < £
s ; RS W R W EaP mbvan “" e “" wra 6“ C’

L) pubjication or Individual, ALL 1NFORMATION£ONTAI NED
bV, 4 | Sincerely yours, HEREIN ‘S l}NCL IFIED .
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Tk BI has never investigated the Highlander Research and Education - /
Tele Rewn Ganterip It is very controversial because of its interracial character, /"

A vig A
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and the Knoxville Office has been instructed not to make
an investigation of the school or individuals connected
with it. '
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Qé?leted under exemption(s} ’g with no segregable
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Mr, J. Edgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

»

Dear . Hoover:

We in the Knoxville area have a problem concerning |

‘t)(// the Highlander Center. This is a tax-exempt organizati& -

de are having to support it with our tax dollars. It
has gained support with teachers who teach our children,:
area churchmen, the Knoxville Mayor, on the University
of Tennessee campus. Yet it seems that bhere is no
possible way to find out if it is alright, or not
alright? Host people do not believe things unless the
FBI says so. Yet the FBI is simply an "investigative :
body", the local police do mot have the authority to L
say. There seems to be no way to find out. :

¢,

[
—

'\. .
Is there no organization that you can reporﬁi%KLIﬁ“'
this area to give the pecple a reliable answer? e

it g | e

Thank you.

Sincerely,

s ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED e

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
DATE_gis1
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TNOT IMYBE—m =~ |
a2 1,€7 . Johrackridge. a Knoxville]

Hi g 1 ander lawy€r, szid he had heard the

D | e e
Detended Highlandgr
At Meeting Defended

Journal's treatment of High-
lander. He seid he knew -The
'LONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE
BY RALPH GRIFFITH I
Those who attack Highlander

=3

I-{ Journal was not immune to the
laws of Tennessee and asked if
these charges were true why),
badn’t the newspaper been sued.
“The papers never say it in
rranecer®|Such a way you can sue,” Mr.
————=—x| Gordon answered.

O s
o

-~

-~
w

College of Education at UT, was

-~

\

~
~

[ -

-y

1dcing nothing more than speak-
lipgout for Negroes, Rev, Frank

.| Presbyterian Chureh "and  for-

kor Wails™ unless Negroes g
| economic equality. :

gt L

Research Center are destroying
themselves, for Highlander is

sordon said last night.
" Mr. Gordon, pastor of Shiloh
mer state president of NAACP,

warned that Knoxville could be.l'

come another Atlanta, Harle

He was on a panel of four afl’

a meeting booked as one ©
*‘Freedom of Speech in Knox-
ville and the Highlander Cen-|
ter.”” About 306 attended the
meeting, which had to be
switched from the American
Red Cross Chapter House to
Hotel Andrew Johnson when Red
Cross officials decided the meet-
ing was controversial.

Serving on the panel with Mr.
Gordon were Dr, Scott#ates,
French professor at Uhiversity
of the South, Dr. Forres cey:

of the University of Tennessee
Law School, Lewg\%nclair, TVA
economist, and Dr. Fre en-
ditti, associate professor in the

—

A—— "
Continued on Page 2, Col. ¢

moderator.fy Aot VERG 1Y 0
While the meeting IQé éen_
billed to explain Highlander te
the community, muc h' ol the
time was spent castigating The
Knoxville Journal for the &r-
ticles it has published about the

|founder who was in ihe guai-l
1ence, charged that in The Jour-

T A -

center. . ) _
: Myl{;:rton, Highlander|'

nal articles there is “never alf
conclusion and never a word of i

truth.”

During a question and answer
session foliowing the reading of
prepared statements by all but
Mr. Gordon, the panelists were
asked from the audience if they
were Communists.

-

went to Highlander when it was
at Monteagle hoping to meet &
Communist o0 they could ex-

inted when 1 went to High-
{):nder and didn't find a Com-
munist,

L L L

1" Mr. Gordon, Dr. Lacey and}
Sinclair said they were not Com-|.
munists, Dr. Bates said he first

change ideas, *] was disap-|

T e e

1 am not a Commu-i

Lnist.'f, .

3

?_—‘~ PRI A B %

‘lthey can vote. °

—
L.

| ganization which seeks to raise!

|dom,” be said. "It teaches Ne-

‘ftold of the troubles Highlander

|answer session he conceded that
{the FBI does not clear or cord

|"We are going to stick with

Dr. Bates gave & history of
Highlander, Dr. Lacey gave his
version of what is meant by
freedom of speech and Sinclair

has had through the years,
Dr. Bates said that Highland-
er had been cleared by the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation,
but during the quesiion and

mn questionable organiz
ns.
VEFENSE
But it was Mr. Gordon who
came the closest to talking
about what he believes the cen-
ter accomplishes, .
“It teaches us how to organ-
ize and get ready,” he said.

those who try to free us. Ask
those who castigate Highlander
if they are willing for a Negro
to buy a home next to theirs.

“We are not against any or-

the Negro from slavery to free-
groes how to read and write so

““Negroes don’t Kbelieve any-
thing is Communist unless the

FBI says 60," he it

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN JS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE 3|5/%4 BY
S S
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

_ HEREIN ]S UNCLASSIFIED
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Dear

\\\ 1 have received your letter of Jamary 30th, with
enclosure, and understand and appreciate the concern which

prompted you to write.

While I wish it were possible for me to be of
assistance, I am unable to make any comment regarding the
matter to which you referred since the files of this Bureau are
maintained as confidential in accordance with regulations of the
Department of Justice. I trust you will understand the reason
for this policy and why I cannot be of service in this instance.

-1

-l

Sincerely yours,

[ g
00y INIOVaN-0,034y

MAILED 19 J. Edgar Hoover
FEB3 1967 '

____Comm.Fai )d _ .& C 7
NOe'IC‘{;/ Bufiles contain no information identifiable with P

")
[/ ” ighlander Research Center was formerly known as the

hivee g ¢ 34

N

; Th r hesearch Lenier
{\){~ Pt o Highlander Folk School, which is well-known to the Bureaw.
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Dear Mr. Hoover:

Z
Could you assist me in finding information to /
write a speech on The Highlander School in Knoxville, Tennessee.

I have found some information on its past history but
.

1ing on its present operations.

Is Myles Horton a communist?. If so when and who
identified him ?

Any documents that you can refer me to will be %// '

E?"‘I\““*:‘; deeply appreciated.
s
W
v \q N
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REC March 21, 1967

) =5 mI T

TS e

Yonr letter of March 18th has been received.

Whue I certalnly wish it were possible for me
to be of assistance to you, the data contained in the files of the
FBI must be maintained as confidential In accordance with
regulations of the Department of Justice. Iam sure you will
uncderstand the reason for this policy and why I cannot be of
service In this instance.

Sincerely yours,

¥ Edwar Hoover

Myles Horton i3 we

ighlander Research Center,
which was formerly known as theHighlander Folk School.
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Date: April 13, 1967 = |
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{Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL - AIR MAIL o ‘
. {Priority) S ¥ .
_________________________________________________ F R
¢/ 75/
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3089%T K' : *
FROM SAC, LOUISVILLE (100-197) . ‘
SUBJECT: Cﬁmmmmmmn_m N
EDUCATION_CENTER "
Is - C
Q \
00: KX N
3 \
Reference Memphis tel to Director and Louisville, h
. , dated 4/12/67, captioned "Southern Conference Educational N\
Lo Fund, Inc," (SCEF), copy of which is enclosed with Knoxville N
RS 2 copies of this airtel. ~
F - ’ -
i 2 Referenced tel concerns a vote by the Tennessee (=
i House of Representatives to start a second legislative . £
-3 investigation of the Highlander Research Center, Knoxville, t
oA Tennessee. N .
_..2 E
S Although there has been some contact between SCEF
Lo g staff members and Highlander Research and Education Center,
= ey ’
g REC 46 ¢, /- 757/ —3 7-

4 - Bureau (3-61-7511) RNE
(1-100-10355)
2 - Knbxville (61-12) (Enc. 1) RM
2 - Memphis (1-100-92) RM ' B AFR 14 ]957
(1-100- ) (Highlander Research
Educational Center) cmmmw .o . seecrs
2 -~ Louisville (1-100-197) : . ,e“K_.

L LR

(1-61-42) g

"dw—‘_' ﬂlo‘pab ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED . v 3 . g

peva | HFREIN 1S UNCLASSIFIED i %

B4APR 2 41967 DATE 2Ll ¥ BYSTmea o e g
Approved: Sent M Per }

Special Agent in Charge




LS 100-197

Louisville has no 1nfornation 1nd1cat1ng that Highlunder'il

not still an independent organization.,;

UAC, Hemphis advise Knoxville of developnents
regarding Highlander.
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ST IONAL Sommo. 1 " sere-ror

DJRECTOR, FBI DATE:

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO, 14,

_TENNESSEE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

EIGHTY-FIFTH SESSION PROVIDING FOR
APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEE TO INVESTIGATE
THE ACTIVITIES OF THE HIGHLANDER RESEARCH
CENTER OF KNOX COUNTY AND ORGANIZATIONS
AFFILIATED THEREWITH

TNFORMATION CONCERNING

Office for information,

ALL INFORMATICN COMTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE 3|53 BY%@
- Ky

UNITED STATES GOVE[;‘MENT Yy !
Memorandum = S

SAC MEMPHIS 62-0 Mr Tmtter
OI /C;‘/)Lﬂﬂf‘ff QGSG‘W'K e H A//f'# Tele. Room

Enclosed is one copy of captioned Resolution
as introduced in the Tennessee General Assembly by State
Representative O'DELL CAS LANE of Knoxville, Tennessee.

One copy is a¥§4 enclosed for the Knoxiille

Mr. Tolson
Mr. DeLoach e

Miss Holmes____
Miss Gandy
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uy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly ox the Payroll Savings Plan
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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO./(_ '

ALL INFORMATIO! CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE s Bv%%@

A RESOLUTION to provide for a committee to
investigate the activities of
the Highlander Research Center
. ~of Knox County and organizations
i affiliated therewith.
WHEREAS, It has been reported that the Highlander
Regearch Center of Knox County, end persons and organizations
affiliated therewith, may be involved in activities subversive
to the government of our State and that it is in the interest
of the State and its people that a committee of this General
»irenbly be constituted for the purpose of investigating such
reports and be granted fuil power to subpoena witnesses, to take
testimony, tO'impound records. and to do 2l} fhinnc nacessgary to
azcertain the nature of the activities of the said Bighlander
Rescarch Center and of such persons and organizations as are
aifiliated with ity

}OW, THEREFORE,

SECTICH 1. BE IT RESOLVED BY THE EOUSZE OF REPRESENTATIVES
THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE SLEATE CONCURRING, That a joint

cornmittee of five members'composed of two secnators and three

ihe ecormittee to be appointed by the Specakers of the respective

Viouses:; and that the committee hereby created rhall have complete

—
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SECTION 5. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the full expense

of the investigation conducted by this Cormittee be included in the

Miscellaneous Appropriations Bill.

SECTION 6. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That said Comnittee

‘be directed to report the result of its investication to the Senate

and House of Representatives with such recommendation as may be

deemed advisable and proper at the earliest practicable moment,

SECTION 7. BE IT FURTHER.RESOLVED, That said Committee
shall make at least an interim report to both Houees of the General
kosembly at least ten days before its -sine die adjournment which
report shall embody a detailed statement of the progress madé by
said Cogpittee, the ceurse belng pursued and the result of said
investigation to that date, anéd the exmenses incurred by the
Cormittce to the date of eaid report: that the total erxpense of
the investigation provided for by this resolution be limited to
$5,000.00, such limitation of expernditures to be effective until
the meking of said interim report, at which time the General
Assembly sh%}l deternine vwhether what funds, if any, shall be made

available for the fﬁrther vork of the Committee.
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authority to investigate the Highlander Research Center of Knox
County, and to investiﬁate its activities and the activities of

2l) persons and organizations associated therewith,

(Y

SECTION 2. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That said Committee.
ghall have full and complete power to subéoena and coﬁpelnthe
ttendance of witnesses, to adopt rules of procedure, to order
and compel the production of all records and documents pertaining
to the Highlander Research Center and its activities and the-
activities of all persons androrganizations connected therewith,
ard to do 211 things necessary to the end that sald investigation
shall be full and complete; sald Committee shall be clothed with
a2ll the powers and authority conferred upon legislative committees

by Sections 3-301 to 3-325, Tennessee Code Annotated.

SECTION 3, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,_That said Committee
shall have.the authority and is hereby directed to employ and
contract for the services of not more than two attorneys of ability
and known integrity to aid and assist the Committee in the making

of said investigation.

SECTION 4. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That sald Committee
shall have the authority to employ such clerks and clerical and
other help as it may deom advisable and to provide office space
and eguipment for Committes personnel, to appoint a sergeant-at-arms

and any assistants necessary with full authority to execute any and
ali legislative process in any county of the State, including but
not restricted to sukpoenas and subpoenas duoes tecum as may be
authorired by the Committee. The Committee shall likewise be
empowered to incur for'itself or members of its staff necessary

expense In coanection with travel, stenogrankice services,.court

reporters, et cetera.
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Memorandum
TO *  DIRECTOR, FBI (61-7511) DATE: 4/19/67

rxouiZfé?’sAc, KNOXVILLE (61-12) (C)

mnqxc%;!gg

HIGHLANDER RESEARCH AND
EDUCATION CENTER
MISCELLANEOUS -
! //f >\f// IN° ORMATION CONCERNING

Enclosed for the Bureau are the original and
three copies of a letterhead memorandum bearing above
caption. Thig information is submitted to the Bureau
for inclusion in its files.
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UngED STATES DEPARTMENT OFSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Knoxville, Tennessee

In Reply, Please Refer to
Filo _’ April 19, 1967

. “r e

, HIGHLAI;DER RESEARCH AND
EDUCATION .CENTER .

MISCELLANEOUS: & + - 4
INFO LIOK, coucmmc

The Knoxville News-Sentinel, a daily publication,
in the Home Edition issue of April 12, 1967, reported that
the House of the Tennessee Legislature had passed a .
resolution calling for a legislutive 1nvestigation of the
Highlander Research and Education Center. It was reported
that the Senate of the Tennessee Legislature had delayed
action on the resolution. It was reported there was -
growing opposition to the measure among State Senators. .
One representative, who was opposed to the resolution,
stated that in the early days Highlander was really a
lahor school, teaching workers in the South how to
Frne T organize and there was still some anti=labor people in
A the county he represented. He also claimed that persons
S sympathic to Highlander planned to boycott against a local
Knoxville supermarket chain which did not hire Negroes.

A representative in favor of the resolution stated that the
Mayor of Knoxville is upholding the school and an opponent
replied the Legislature is being put in a most unusual
position in considering the resolution if the Mayor of
Knoxville is upholding the school, The East Tennessee
Civil Liberties Union has urged the Etate Senate to reject
the resolution. - :

It has previously been reported that the 1959 State
Legislature sought to revoke the school's charter following
an investigation in March, 1959, by a Legislative committee.

ALL INFORMATIONCONTAINED .~ ~ . .-
HEREINISUNCLASSIFIED & -

DATE_<Js. I gd BY__ﬁb:Q%iJ)%
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In August, 1959, a hearing was held in Grundy County to .
decide whether the school, then known as the Highlander
Folk School at Monteagle, Tennessee, should have its tax
exemption charter revoked and the school padlocked as a
public nuisance. : C

The Chattanooga News-Free Press, a daily publication,

Chattanocga, Tennessee, reported in issue November 3, 1959,
that efforts to obtain a permanent padlock injunction against
the school had been dropped and efforts would be made to

seek revocation of the school’s charter.

This same paper in issue February 16, 1960, reported
that the Circuit Court in Grundy County revoked the General
Welfare Charter of the school and would appoint a receiver
for the school. The ruling was subsequently appealed to the
Tennessee Supreme Court, which upheld the revocation of
the charter. Subsequently, the school appealed to the ,
United States Supreme Court, which denied a hearing. .

This document contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBl
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not
to be distributed outside your agency.
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Transmit the following in

{Type in plaintext or code)

Via AIRTEL AIR MAIL
(Priority)
N ettt L. _
”( TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (61-7511
; » ¥BI ( ) .

FROM: p SAC, MEMPHIS (61-34) (P)
} .
SUBJECT: JBIGHLANDER RESEARCH AND
'EDUCATION CENTER
I8 - C

(00: Knoxville)

[

Re Memphis teletype to Bureau 4/12/67 captioned
COMINFIL, SOUTHERN CONFERENCE EDUCATENAL FUND, INC.",
BUFILE 100-10355, Memphis file 100-92,

For the information of the Bureau and Knoxville,
The "Nashville Tennessean", a Nashville, Tenn., daily
newspaper ,in the 5/24/67 edition, page 12, carried an article
indicating the House resolution regarding a second
investigation of Highlander Research and Education Center
was approved by the Tennessee State Senate 5/23/67. The
article contained no details relative to the actual

investigation. o T,‘NED
i re AN
@& - Bureau (RM) '~ TaY AT AR AY

X .
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I have received your letter of May 30th and
understand and appreciate the concern which prompted you to
write.

While I wish it were possible for me to be of
assistance, I am unable to make any comment regarding the. &
matter to which you referred since the files of this Bureau ard 1/
maintatned as confidential in accordance with regulations of the - ¥
Department of Justice. I trust you will understand the reason =
for this policy and why I cannot be of service in this inai;eqce. L

Sincerely yours, ®

My 3

. Edgar Hoower

OTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. The Highlander
R Folk School is well known to the Bureau.
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'FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION | “7= = % - =

FES DEPARTMENT OF J: .

;f‘ikxﬁ' Ploase Refer 10 - Knoxville, Tenne'ssee:

June 9,,1967

Ao

HIGHLANDER RESEARCH, AND
EDUCATION CENTER - '
MISCELLANEOUS - :
INFORMATION CONCERNING

The Knoxville Journal, Knoxville, Tennessee, a daily
publication, in issue of May 24, 1967, reported that the
Tennessee General Assembly will investigate "the widespread
. . reports of subversive activity" of the Highlander Research and
P o F, Education Center, Knoxville, Tennessee. It was reported that

: the State Senate on May 23, 1967, voted 24 to 3 in concurring
with the House in the decision to delve into the activities of
S the controversial center. The article stated, "Highlander,
‘“”“i , founded by (Myles) (ed) Horton and others, had (sic) long been

i one of the most controversial issues in the country and
: Tennessee. It lost its charter in Monteagle when it was

; found that beer was being sold illegally there and that '

o Horton was operating the tax exempt school for his own benefit.
o

o It was reported there was no indication as to when the
o investigating committee would be named or commence its work in
carrying out the resolution. . . '

TR : In the same i gné’of the Knoxville Journal, it was _
s ,’reported that ¢, Cgnra rowne, a director of Highlander, - -
f:eported that walter~gishop, President of the East. Tennessee
Chapter_of the American Civib..lLiberties Union (ACLU) had :
advised that the ACLU would go into court in an effort to
block the investigation. It was reported that the East
Tennessee Civil Liberties Union labeled the resolution by

the General Assembly as mafront to the orderly conduct of
government since a proposal "was initiated on the basis of
vague and unsubstantiated charges and provides less for
legitimate investigation than for punitive prejudicial
inquisition . ., . ."

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN | CLASSIFIED :
DATE afclfgq RY SPE vzres 1A
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HIGHLANDER RESEARCH AND ' ’ L.
EDUCATION CENTER :

Knoxville News- Sentxnel. Knoxville, Tennessee
a daily llcatlon, in issue of May 31, 1967, reported that

Center, had made the statement that the center will go to
Federal Court to seek an injunction prohibiting proposed
State leglslative investigation. He reported that the
injunction would be sought by the American Civil Liberties
Union attorneys on the grounds that investigation of

subversive activities was within the power of the Federal
Government onlyv and no in the States, Horton renorted that

i saalinria v-..-..! L LA~ e Sl el N r AR I e e wh wasta

the injunction would not be sought untll the investigative
committee was named. According to Horton, ACLU officials

had informed that the local case would be handled by Charles
Morgan, described as the defense counsel for Army Captain
Howard Levy, identified in the article as on trial now at

Fort Jackson, South Carolina, at a court-martial on charges of
disloyalty.

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and ite contents are not to be distributed
cutside your agency.
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TO\DIRECTOR, FBI (61-7511)

OM: SAC, MEMPHIS (61-34) (&P’
HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL o
INFORMATION CONCERNING

s &}
WS

—

Enoxville

Memphis airtel to Director dated 5-24-67,

ﬂb
The 6-14-67 edition of the Kashville Banner, a Nashville
daily newspaper, contained on Page 11 an article captioned
Bighlander Prob Panel Members Set which indicated in part that
committee announcements were announced 6-14-67 by both speakeps

gate the Highlander Folk School near Knexville,

The article indicated the committee members wi
in advisory and investigative functions authorized by the
legislature and report findings to the General Assembly in 19689,

The article indicated that the committee members were
Senator FRED BERRY, SR., Republican, Knoxville, Senator CLAYION
.ELAM, Democrat, Memphis, Representative ODELL CAS LANE, Republican,

Vnnv'rl"‘n namnnawl-a-l--lua ROARERT nnmrren Democrat  Enoxville. and

F-S A W A% VWA &YV AVVASAERS & Sl TP ARR W wr e W W Bl WS W o
’ ? »

~ Representative W, E, MICHAEL, Bepublican, Sweetwater,

Memphis will follow and keep Bureau advised of any pertinent
developments, '
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: DIRECTOR, FBI (61-7511)
OM: <125C’ MEMPHIS (61-34) (P)

1GHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
IS - C

SUBJECT:

The Nashville Tennessean, & daily newspaper in Nash-

ville, Tenn., in the 6/21/67 edition on page 3 carried an
article which in part indicated that the.Tennessee legislative

'2 ; l invetigation of the Highlander Research Center at Knoxville wbs

temporarily blocked on 6/20/67 by a suit charging the probe was

The article indicated that U, 8. District Court Judge WILLIAM E.
MILLER issued a limited temporary restraining order shortly

after the American Civil Liberties Unicn filed the suit conten-

ding the probe violates the Center's constitutional rights.

-ﬁ \" authorized to "intimidate frightened and coerced Negroes."
i

5 The article indicated Judge MILLER set 6/30/67 as
| the date for the hearing in this case.

Memphis will ¥ollow and keep the Bureau advised of
any developments. .

bt g Denaol
Popms b 12950 - 328
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TO: R, FBI (61-7511)
FROM: C, MEMPHIS (61-34) (C)
SUBJECT IGHLANDER POLK scnoon

s-c. .

For the information of the Bureau and Knoxville, .

the Nashville Tennessean, & Nashville daily newspaper, on

| page one, 6/207/67 edition, had an article which in part

\ related that the American Civil Liberties Union will go

a into Federal Court at Nashville, Tennessee, 6/20/67, to

: seek a restraining order to prevent the Tennessee State
icgislative investigation of Highlander Research Center

in Knoxville.

The article related that CHARLES MORGAN, JR,,

;f_ sitorney and Director of ACLU ' southern regional office
o in Atlanta, arrived in Nashville 6/19/67 and is expected
 ifT% | to file the petition in USDC, Nashville, 6/20/67. :

A ' The article quoted him 28 saying that ACLU's
R R ! interest in the issue is "because of the effect of the
| resolution of the General Assembly on the rights of

free expression in Tennessee and the nation as well as
their effects on equal civil and political rights of -

QN

1
1
.. W i:;'.‘
AR B

Negroes ,”
;i:~%l,n Memphis 1111 folf)“lgzd keep the Bureau advised
, ¢f any pertinent developments =
2 Rc 25 (| 7:///§
e 5 / Information copy being furnished Atlanta in view
roo@ '~ 7 ~* ACLU attorney CRARLES MORGAN, JR., of Atlanta, interest
' cage, o

: .
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DIRECTOR, FBI  (61-7511)

M: 8AC, MEMPHIS (61-34) (P)

SUBJECT: ancmmn FOLK SCHOOL
8-C

Re Memphis airtel 6/16/67.

For the information of the Bureau and Knoxville,
The Nashville Banner, a Nashville, Tenn. daily newspaper, on
page 26, June 30, 1967, edition, had an article captioned
"KING: HIGHLANDER NOT SUBVERSIVE", The article in part
indicated that in Federal Court an affidavit filed bearing the
signature of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING on 6/30/67 indicated that
the Highlander Research Center at Knoxville is not subversive
and it never has been. KING in his affidavit, according to
the article, indicated that the philosophy and activities of
Highlander Center are smilar to those of SCIC.

The article indicated that the second affidavit
was from MYLES HORTON, described as Highlander Head. In the
affidavit HORTON reportedly indicated he was a loyal citizen
of the United States and indicated that the school's activities
concerned programs designed to obtain full and equal political
freedom in civil rights for Negroes and oiher mimority groups.
He claimed Klan harassment,

The article indicated that arguments before U, 8.

District Judge WILLIAM E, MILLER were expected to conceatrate
oo wanether suit should be heard by three judge Federal panel

or only by MILLER, REC 3 é/-v@77C53‘

Memphis will follow and keep the Bureau advised of

=~
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UNITED STATES GO\Q"‘\TMENT
Memorandum
O : DIRECTOR, FBX (61-7511) DATE: 8/23/67

< |
FRO(L'.I . SAC, MEMPHIS (61-34) (C)
v _

SUBJECT: C) HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL;
I8 =T o

00: KX
il

Re Memphis airtel to Bureau, 7/3/67.

For the information of Knoxville and Bureau,
there has been no recent publicity relative to the
Tennessee State Legislative Committee investigation
relative to captioned school.

Should there be any new developments in ij;/\ /
this matter, Memphis will immediately advise the

Bureau and Knoxville.

. gec- &
RI L o~
%ﬁﬁiiﬁ‘{ue (61-12) &r- TS — 3 S /
l-Memphis —

v e = AUG 25 1967

g ALL INFORMATICN CONTAINED
T HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

S BY Seg ér
PATE_3ls|zt %ﬁ%@g

716 291967




e

“ ,.... . October 30, 1967
S
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lr, J. Edgar Hoover, Director,

Federal Bureau of Investigationm,

Vashington, D, C, 20530,

tlinth Avenue and Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.)
Dear }r. Hoover:

A writer to a forum in a newspaper recently stated with
regardi ng the Highlander Folk School that, to quote:

"Racts — The FBI declares that Highlander is not now
nor ever was a Communist training schoolh,

Does the letterwriter have the facts correct or not?
I shall apprediate an early response.

Cordially yoqurs,
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o Your letter of October 30th has been received.

In response to your inquiry, this Bureau has
never issued any such statement concerning the Highlander
Folk School as that which was attributed to the FBI in the
publication you mentioned. Iam unable to furnish you any
information concerning this school since data in our files
must be maintained as confidential in accordance with regu-
lations of the Department of Justice. Iam sure you will
understand the reason for this policy.

Sincerely yours,
9. Edgar Hoover (]
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

I Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion.

J[)elebed under exemption(s) -‘é 7 C,” - with no segregable

material available for release to vou.

[] Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you ot the subject of your request.

L1 Documenti{s) originating with the following govemment agency(ies),
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

— m— Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies),
as the information originated with them. You will

ke advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBL
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, '..Ask For it - It s Free"

., recent “Pardon Me, but . . ." newsletter which
_». carefully outlines the Communist connections of:
! " - Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King. Mrs. NlCthaS Paul
"+ of Nashua has challenged in 1cse umns m
.+ statement that Highlander Folk School formerly |
: ' of Montecagle, Tenn. was a Communist traming
school,
 She slates that the “FBI declares’ that l
-, llighlander is not now nor ever was a Communist
; ' . Training School.” .
.+ First, you must understand the role of the FBI.
4 " By law, they can not issue clearances nor label as l
Loy subwrsivc. but must report any findings only to ;
<" " the atlorney general or as a sworn witness befors i
* Congress. This is the reason for the attorney
-general’s list and why it is not called the FBI :
v subversive list,
B Highlander Folk School _was_founded by Don
v W _____ st,_district ajecm:n{_um_(:o__[nunmt Pnrt!__ln
o Norlh Carolina, and by Miles Horten, dirccio
e “Cnmmonwmllh Colicge’™” eited ns_Communist by
T .S- ailorney general April 27, 1949, j{
Miles Horton, in sworn testimony by a student,

: ¢ William Eldridge is quoled as telling a Ihghlander .

. -, . class, “Only revolution will bring about a change
v+ from our present form of government to the i
&+ - Russian form of government.” 1
i As a result of this and other testimony, ;

. ! "Highlander Folk School was cited subversive by 1

: i " the State of Tennessee and closed down by court 5
.order in 1960. With this and other evidence '}
* * provided in my newsletier, Mers. Paul maintains ";

- +" that the school was not Communist.
She does not suggest what it mipht’ be and |
.+ - offers no supporting documentation. 1f you want
.. 1o know whnt 1 really mll wrne and ask lor M.
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Your letter of November 8th and its énclosure have
been received,

In response to your ies, this Bureau has never
issued any statement concerning the-Highlander Folk School. Iam
unable to furnish you any information regarding this School since
data in our files must be maintained as confidential in accordance

with regulations of the Department of Justice. I am sure you will
understand the reason for this policy. =
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