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March 27, 1961

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover

Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington 25, D. C,

Dear Mr. Hoover:

I am in possession @ publication which describes a school
by the name of "The Highlander Folk School" in Tennessee, This
publication also-states—thmt—the—sthool was established in
September 1932, by Horton and Donald L. West, a Georgian with

a long record of affiliations with Communist-front groups.

I would very much appreciate all information the FBI may be at

liberty to give regarding this school, its teachers and its
purpose,

This publication also states that this school has continued
under close surveillance by the FBI therefore I presume you
may have some report available to the public.

My very sincere thanks.

Yours very tmly,
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I have received your letter dated Harch 27
- 1961, end the interest which prompted your connunl- S
, cating with me is indeed appreciated.

%rhil' I =n“1A 1.|rA to l\.- £ ac cale stance
the jurisdiction and reSponsibilities of the FBI
strictly an fnvestigative agency of the Federal - :
Government, do not extend to furnishing evaluations I
or comments concerning organizations, publications -
or individuals, I am sure you will erstand the
necessity for this policy and will not infer that . -
our files do or do not contein the information you,_ "
GQSiree . -, * . . ) . L ’ ' m

, ' In view of 5our interest in the internal —
security of the United States, I am enclosing some
literature which you may wish to read.

1% 21 e § Wy

WOO0Y INIQYIY-C.0TY . .
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[ o
Sincerely yours, = & w-

L]

MAILED 81 Some J. Edgar Hoover ::__-:_!_;1 -3, 2 e
APR-G1B1 Y. .
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NOTE ON YELLOW: - .. . - . & . 5o

Bufi
correspondent.

les contain no identifiable references to 1

The Highiander Folk School (HFS) has been the,_f¢
subject of numerous allegations that it is a communist -

school and the

headquarters of communism in Eastern Tennessee,

due primarily to its racial character. These allegations
have not been substantiated. The Bureau is cognizant of.

the numerous ¢
with the HFS.

ommunist affiliations of personnel affiliated
The Bureau has not investigated this organi-

zation. (61-7511-266, 267) @

The following items of literature are being sent
to correspondent: . - - S R I

1.
2.
3.
4.

*One Nation's Response to Communism®
*Communist Target - Youth"
"Communism and the College Student™ ... . -
*The Communists Are After Our Minds®

¥ B -
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UNITED STATES ‘ ‘i'-_RI.‘IMENT . @ .
Memorandum . o
TO : Director, ¥BI (61-7511) DATE: 8/22/61

rrom N\|TIBAC, Knoxville, (61-12)

HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
MONTEAGLE, TENNESSEE
IS - C

SUBJECT:

Enclosed is original and four copies of
letterhead memo pertaining to Highlander Folk School
reflecting the latest legal action and decisions con-
cerning the suit filed by the State of Tennessee against
this school. This memo is being forwarded for completion

of Bufiles.
P _
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HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
MONTEAGLE, TENNESSER
INTERNAL SECURITY = C

The Chattanooga News-Free Press, Chattancoga,
Tennessee, & daily publicatlion, in the Issue of April §,
1361, reported that on April 5, 1961, the Tennessee Supreame
Court upheld the revocation of the Highlander Folk School's
general welfare charter and ordered the operating corporation
dissolved. It was reported that the Supreme Court's deci-
sion meant that it must shut down operations unless it gets
a stay order from the State Court in order to further appoal
its case to the U. 8./§qpreno Court. : B : : :

The school's charter was reported revoked on
two grounds: MY RTON, Director and founder of the
adult education institution, operated the school for his
own personal gain; intoxicating beverages were s0ld illegally
on the school premises, - '

It was reported that the Tennessee Supreme

R—

Court did not consider the 1902 State Segregation law, stating'

that it wot necessary for them to pass upon the Comstitu-

+:1ana] question as to the mixing of white and colored male
and female in the same school, since Highlander had violated
other statg lgvs. S e T "?‘f' e o
S 7+ ALLINFORMATION CONTAINED
- HEPEIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
DATE 23|34 BY
79 A SELRIT =
(7571~ a
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BHIGHLANDER PFPOLX SCHOOL S

The case was first tried in February, 19640,
at which time the local State Court ordered the revocation
of the charter and the corporation dissolved, bul alliowed
the school to operate pending the outcome of an appeal.

The Knoxville News-Sentinel, Knoxville, Tenn-
essee, a daily publication, in issue May 5, 1961, reported
that the Tennessee Supreme Court had demied a petition to
re-hear the controversial Highlander Polk School case. It
was reported that in asking for a re-hearing, attormeys for
Highlander had argued the charter was revoked simply because
it was an iniegrated imstitution.

The article reported that the State Supreme
Court in a recent opinion ignored the segregation question
and said the school should give up its charter because of
the beer sales and the finding of the jury in regards to
¥TLES BORTON, Director.

It was repdrtod that attorneys for the High-
iander Foik School said they piasansd ic carry ths case to

The Knoxville Journal, Knoxville, Tennessee,
a daily publication, in issue May 1I, 1961, reported that
on May 10, 1961, the Highlander Folk Bchool announced it
had authorized attorneys to take its charter revocation
case to the Supreme Court of the United States. They will

ask the U. 8. Supreme Court to hear an appeal of a recent

________________ ™ '
t revcking the achool's

charter,

Director MYLES HORTON reported that meanwhile
the racially integrated school is operating as usual and
1ast week was planning & new South-wide Citizenship School
Progr“o ' 7 o ' C . T .

-2~
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Yor your information the nighlander Folk School was.
organized in approximately 1832 and is reportedly supported
primarily By donations from individuals and labor unions imn
the form of payments for the students to attend its courses,
It offers courses of instruction im labor organization, social
economics and the general tiold of labor oducation.

) ' AN
Mol s . ToT DE 2d Scvacoeh Moro .
Ryles Horton wvas borm 7-7-05 &t Savannah » Tennessee,

and attended the Union Theological Seminary, University of

Chicago and the Cumberland University. He received an AB b
degree at the latter University. MNyles Horton became Director -
of the Highlander Folk School in approximately 1932, - f

. ;-
o According to Bureau f1les the H:lghlunderL 1k School '
o has had Communist Party, (CP), members on its staff/and h:l E
U

fﬁkﬂ?‘” followed the practice of welcoming communists as student
- Due to its interracial character it has been the subiect ;
Lo numerous past mllegations that it represents the headquarter- .
Lt g for communism im dast Tennessee. These allegatlons have never f
- been substantiated. An investigation was conducted during : 3
Fo ol 1 1941-43; however, i1he reports have mever been disseminated ' L\
’ L S and contain notes indicating that much of the subversive
f~ 8 _] derogatory information contained therein has been repudiated
iy ~— ki by individuals previously turnishing information.
ig o § ﬂ 'C/
12 58 7C
o L.MM_HJ
o o . . )
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wegal Attache, Bonn ¢
RE: ERIGHLANDER FOLK S8C

61-7511 - K Q_ONFJD

In view of the above it does not appear desirable to
volunteer information concerning the Highlander Folk 8chool and
Horton to outside agencies. If a request for information
received in this regard, the identifying information in
paragrpphs two and three may be furnished. The substance of
paragraphs four and five, however, should only be furnished
orally. . o T - . S ﬁ

In view of the controversial nature of the organization
and Horton and the lack lof substantiatin nf a ncernin

allegations against th it appears that
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UNITED STATES ( 6} - §NT

Memora. 4 R

To  : DIRECTOR, FBI (61-7511) DATE: 10/17/61
FROM : SAC, KNOXVILLE (61-12)

SUBJECT: HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
Is - C

The Knoxville News-Sentinel, Knoxville, Tenn.,
a daily publication, In issue of October 8, 1961, reported
that the HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL at Monteagle, Tenn., announces
plans for a similar school in Knoxville, Tenn., to be located

in an old apartment building at 1625 Riverside Drive, Knoxville.

It was reported the Knoxville institution will be a research
and educational center which "“insures the continuation of the
Highlander idea". It was reported that so far as financially
possible, the Knoxville school will take over the previous
educational program of the Monteagle School if the latter

is forced to close.

News media have reported the U. S. Supreme Court
refused to hear the appeal of the Highlander Folk School from
the decision of the Tennessee Courts and found thi Highlandeér
viglated criminal laws of the state and revoked the school's
charter. HORTON, during the state trial, was accused of
operating the school—for personal benefit, and it was alleged
beer was illegally sold on the grounds. '

In the news article of October 8, 1961, it was
reported that the State Charter for the Knoxville School was
issued on August 28, 1961.

MEMPHIS DIVISION, at Nashville, Tenn., will,

hranoh annronriata cetate afficeas vnrify the repnrteq charter

[ =
Ll UhRiL RAPL VL AR VY Drawve VAW, T W e

-+ Fas

of the Knoxville institution and will obtain from the charter
records the purpose of the school, date charter granted, list
of directors and officials and any other pertinent data
available in such files. It is requested that this information
be furnished to the Knoxville Office.

R - e =%

43)- Bureau :
3 - Memphis (2 - 61-34, 1 - 100-3208)

1 — Unnxville

7

Knoxville ;o , ~n
bec g - O T = 21
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED:  ~ ~ vo ocT 19 196
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TO: "DIRECTOR, FBI  (61-7511)
FROM: SAC, KNOXVILLE (61-12)

SUBJECT: @IGHLANDER FOLX SCHOOL ‘
: INTERNAL SECURITY - C° ~
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nclosed herewith are five copies of letterhead

memorandum in captioned matter. SEE REVERSE SIDE FORS>
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T-2 is the House of Representatives Select Committee t &
Investigate Foundations and Other Organizations, which <
committee advised the Bureau by memorandum reflecting interviews
with various witnesses including BUDENZ. The Bureau furnished

copies of this memorandum to the New York Office by letter :
dated 2/24/53, entitled, "USE OF BENEVOLENT TRUST FUNDS, -

PHILANTHROPIC AND ELEEMOSYNARY INSTRUCTIONS TO IMPLEMENT THE
DROGRESS OF SUBVERSIVE GROUPS; IS - C'. .~ ' /7
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- ¢ HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL -
.. INTERNAL SECURITY - C

"a

T R nrnnIANnFn RESEARQQ_#SD
- 7.+ EDUCATION CENTER
- - S NTERNAL SECURITY - C

K t

. . The October 13, 1962 issue of the Knoxville Journal
a local daily newspaper published at Knoxville, Tennessee, .

couluined an article captioned "Highlander Alters Policies"

This article read in part as tollows ;;,*w% , .33m,‘ R
o r L = (O et ‘tﬁ‘Pf.f*
. "Highlander Folk SChool noted for its pro—taﬁa;;i

Communist leanings, has changed emphasis from
education of whites to accept integration to "¢.-.7-
agitation by a few Negroes in stirring up raoial S e e
trouble by siting and the like, it was learned AU S
yesterday. ---_,;-"

C This w he gist of a speech given this *
- v ~week by Mylesworton, Highlander. director, to a group
of 11 supporters of Rev. MauridEX§}Eracken in Cin= au;j'
cinpati. McCracken is a Preshyie n mianister, under "~
suspension, who was the treasurer of "Operationee~=-'
B ~ Freedom" for "Tent City" in West Tepnessee a few.
- months ago. Re has a community church in Cincinnati..

’.- -.‘--

Highlander has been operating here at 1625
Riverside Drive. 1t formerly was at Honteagle,'" L
but was closed there several months ago by the -~ =,= .. .-
state, After that, Horton and a group obtained - >
another charter from the state to function here, . - -

Horton, in his talk told of a Negro Presby—ﬂ'“’
terian Church in Knoxville where the basement iB,
_ used as a cafeteria and meeting place for Negro o
. students from University of Tennessee, Maryville cris't -y
College and Knoxville College to plan integration
activities, Upstairs quarters are used to house. ;"
Negro speakers who _come 1nto Knoxville to speak
~ to the groups.“ IR e A o

l;"i*.-‘
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Hortonm also told of the "difficulties™ High-

lander is having with Knoxville city ordinances-passédf-ﬁgi

" to specifically hinder operation of the left win e
’ institution. ° B Y e e e T
He told the meeting "a group of labor leaders“_¥{.'t“
who helped elect Mayor John Duncan went to the mayor -
to protest the ordinances, but ™ all they got was 1lip
service," ' T L -
. ' SRR '
~ . “ ]
| = S T . o B "
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Confidential Informant Knoxville T-2, another Govern-
ment agency, advised that LOUIS FRANCIS BUDENZ, admitted former
editor of the Daily Worker, an East Coast Communist newspaper,
and a former official of the Communist Party, advised on Novenmber
21, 1952, that the Highlander Folk School was pro-Communist,

but BUDENZ did not furnish further details. :

: o The October 8, 1961 1ssue of the Knoxville News—'
Sentinel a local daily newspaper published at Knmoxville, = .
Tennessee, contained an article reflecting that Highlander
Folk School had announced plans for a similar school at =
Knoxville to be located at 1625 Riverside Drive., The article'
identified HYLES HORTON as director of Highlander._, ST B
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The December 17, 1961 issue

CONEIDENKAL = = 5o o7 3

of the Knoxville News—"

Sentinel contained an article reflecting that—on Décember 16, .
1961, assets of Highlander Folk School, Monteagle, Tennessee, .

were auctioned by the Btete of Tenness

after the school was convitted of violating three Tennessee .. ‘.~
United States ;.. <+ -

laws and failed in appeals tb“the;ﬁ}gte and

- Supreme Courtis. . ¥

LA

ee under a couri decree

Ed -7 3
T -

e v P e e T

contained an article reflecting the land on which Highlander -
Folk School was formerly located had been sold at public auction
under Coutt decree. The article stated that MYLES HORTON, -

pirector of Highlander during its enti
to Knoxville, Tennessee, and has been
for an organization called Highlander ,
Center. ' B ' : -

re existence, bas moved -
granted a State charter
Research and Educational’
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIONV

' 'knoxville, Tennessee .
w2 October 25, 1962 ...
- S owm B e T :" it

‘Title ,IHIGHLANDER FOLK 8CHOOL -
7 " HIGHLANDER REstc“ AND “
' EDUCATION CENTER %' ° ehe
) Character IN"I‘ERNAL szc;mrrv - c },; P A
" Refevence Letterbead Memorandum dated .
o ) October 25, 1962 Knoxville, Tenn. =
S ST Ss x.

All sources (except any listed below) used 1n referenced
communication have furnished reliable information in the past.
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This document contains neither rocomm.nddliﬁng nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the propsriy
of the FBI and is Joaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be disiributed cutside
your agency.
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Transmit the following In
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (61—7511) .Aq
FROM AC, KNOXVILLE (61-12) .
2%

" — R Y
// - INFORMATION CONCERNING S
RACIAL MATTERS =

Re Knoxville talotype 6/20/83.—3.

Enclosed are the original and seven copies of - -
a letterhead memorandum bearing the caption, "HIGHLARDER
FOLK SCHOOL, INFORMATION CONCERNING, RACIAL MATTERS". ‘

No local dissemination to 1ntelligence agencie-
has been made by the Knoxville Office,

f

- As the Bureau is aware the Knoxville Office is
making no investigation of the Highlander Folk School .
pursuant to Bureau instructions. The source referred to
in enclosed letterhead memorandum is j‘]/p

I KX T-1 is

KX T-2 is the House of Representatives Beleetﬂl:-r~:

Committee to investigate Foundations and Other Organiza- -5
tions, which committee advised the Bureau by nenorandun'\Qf
reflecting interviews with various witnesses, 1nc1ud1ng

BUDENZ. y
S | REG-wé/_Zﬁ/_Q7?‘

2 Foovite e 0 o ah 22 10
fopm ~;iz1LE Cic".‘ii'f\ /@?\rm | _Z
q mﬁ;’ﬂOSURE _ t;ec‘s‘a;a(’w E!A..c;aq s§l ) |
w8 S T il

r— \\”"‘ ’ "
~COsWeR” 4// L
. h e . N M - i-
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HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
| COMFXIAL |

Confidential Informant Knmoxville T-2, another
government agency, advised that LOUIS FRANCIS BUDENZ, .
admitted former editor of the Daily Worker, an East Coast
Communist newspaper, and a former official of the Communist
Party, advised on November 21, 1952, that the Highlander
Folk School was pro-Communist, but BUDENZ did mot furnish
further details,.

The December 17, 1961 issue of the Knoxville
News-Sentinel, a local daily newspaper published at
Knoxville, Tennessee, contained an article reflecting that
on December 16, 1961, assets of Highlander Folk School,
¥cnteagle, Tennessee, were auctioned by the State of Tennesee
under a court decree after the school was donvicted of
violating three Tennessee laws and failed in appeals to the
State and U. S. Supreme Courts.

This document contains neither recommendations mor
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and
i Joaned to your agency; it and ite contents are not to
pe distributed outside your agency.
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July 10, 1963. -

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED -
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIEIED . -

thr . a1V \\

VAIE N [©Y BY <8
Mr. J, Edgar Hoover, Director Y32 % ——/

Federal Bureau of Investigation s
U. S. Department of Justice N
Washington, D. C. ‘

My dear Mr. Hoover:

After a telephone conversation with the local agent, yester-
day, I conclud hat, to be safe, I'd write you regarding &
document on the ighlander Folk School; Communist Training
School, MonteagiEj“Téﬁﬁ“WﬁT’ﬁ"Eﬁmé“Iﬁio my possession as
stated below and the advisability of showing it to friends and
acquaintances, I am active in polities.

This document seems to be particularly appropiate at this time.

Fuman Fvents was a publication subscribed for. In one issue there
#as a paragraph to the effect that a document was circulating
in Washington, that was causing comment. This could be obtained
free of charge by writing to the Georgia Commission on Education,
20 Agriculture ilding, 19 Hunter Street, S, W., Atlanta 3,
Georgia. This I did and in return I received this 4 page spread

4+l ar b Al mbarmng Af thic cahmnmd TAd+mial Aarsmmaeant +4a +ha
W J. wili bt:.h w mlu PLU WL GD U‘- VillLo OWwiiVWi e did b Wl AL LLARIMUTCLE W L7 L ) S A

effect:"0On the preceeding pages you have seen pictures of the lead-
ers of every major race incident in the South from #«ay 1954 until .
the time of this meeting, Labor Day, 1957 %eek-end (August 30,31
and September 1,2) seutkssti* A1l or any part of this folder may be
renroduced by any person or organization with or without credit
bzing given to this Commission.”

Georgia Commission on Education

Governor 4sarvin Griffin, Chairman.-

~ < REC- 37 e
~e Ve Wilijam Jr. ive éE*etary. .

Tervy L\i“h ’E’\& @' Gl - 75///"‘133/
Martin Luther Rev. AD rnath re among many others plectured .

There are also numerous reference o the activities of the N, A._
A. C. Py In view of what is going on now, this folder with 1ts
reliable information, seems useful today. -—....,,_

I shall be grateful for any advice you can @kunfa 1963

goﬂﬁ“s

00@?,5?
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Your letter of July 10th has been received.

184
'HODY ONIOY3H-0,34 -
(RNt H 91 M

With reSpect to your inquiry, the FBI, belng an
investigative agency of the Federal Government, neither makes
T evaluations nor draws conclusions as to the character or integrity -
of any organization, publication or individual. In addition, informa-
IR tion in the files of this Bureau must be maintained as confidential
e el pursuant to regulations of the Department of Justice and is avallable
YoV for official use only. Iam, therefore, unable to comment in the
A manner you suggested. I hope you will anderstand my position. = °

Sincerely yours, AL | INFORMATION CONTAINED

B Edgar Hoover HEREIN |S UNCLASSIFIED

DATE 3|S |54 BY
oy 51853 John Edgar Hoover - JUSS
COMM-FEI Director - ¢ cerenoconom et ,

NOTE: No record of correspondent in Bufiles.

MAILED &

" - /ﬂ/ x}_ogelcontmued on next paqe) |e % "3 LM agﬁ |

M\ Ggc.p wiir 8807 ' /

e 5773%@“&)310» |
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Gandy wAL room_1 TELETYPE UnrTE ]
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o Tbe nghlander Folk School (HFS) has been the subject "»?'
of numerous allegations that it is communist sponsored and a :., . :
communist headquarters in eastern Tennessee. These aIlegat.ions .
are due primarily to its racial character. The allegations have no S
. been substantiated; however, the Bureau is aware of RUMErous ;
communlst aﬁiliatlons of personnel assoclated with HFS
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Mr. Tolso
Mr. Belmon

h .
-~
Fur WARREN G, MAGNUKON, WASH., CHAINMAN

i e
L A ORN O, PASTORT, R . NORRIS COTTOM, Jrv-
N oL MDDt ROMLY, LA THRUSTOM B. e
STROM THURNMOND, S.C. HUGH ECOTT, FAL -
-

-
FRamK J, LAUSCHE, OHWIO WINSTON L. P
RALPH YALEBDRGUGH, TEX, 4. SLENN BEALL, MDP,

; - -j\ - -~ ' » ‘ ) 6&
. . | Mr. Mohr
> . 'Mr. Casper

0
vT.

Alrited Slates Bonote | e opnZ

CLAIR ENGLE, GALIF.

E. L. BARTLEYT, ALASKA

VANCE HARTKE, iND. ‘Mr

GaLE W. MCGLE, WYO, co TTEE col ERCE . ’ y

PHILIP A. HART, MICH, M1 ON COMM M -—-7‘
.

’—-—.,-

HOWARD W, CANNOM, NEV, . 6
EOWARD JARRETT, CHIEF GLERK . / .f'_:f}{a' ,l/./
' . \/ ﬂ Sullivk o = f¢
Mr. Tavel Lr

July 16, 1963 |qf Tt i

Miss Holmes_ 1

Mis.s_ Gandy

Dear Mr. Director: . o . ‘l\ﬂ
1 am enclosing & leaflet which was included in the official ©

hearing record on S. 1732, the Administration's Public Accommo-

dations Civil Rights bill.s It was submitted by the Governor . °\

of Mississippi, Ross Barnett, as part of his statement to demon- N
in the South and t\’nl o

strate that the recent racial demonstirations !
elsewhere are inspired and orgenized by commmnists. _ VRS [T”’
Could you at the earliest possible time advise me of the \"i.-

| |authenticity of the picture, the status of the orgsnization
‘printing it {the Geﬁia Commission on Education), the nature
| and character of th ghlander Folk School of Monteagle, Tenm.,

. as well as any other Tacts iha might be pertinent in evaluat-
‘ing the implications of the material.

.y ‘“’
Koot

&
cmemmmrin e

3

wipe e 5
-3

A reply with the return of the leaflet for inclusion in the
record would be very helpful. My thenks in advance.

%

,___43:4:"’_1"‘*"!,»-—,(. rx_”
tum?}’ m | S

Personal regards.

. e

Sincerely yours)

- : a
— , _
- % ' e WM
N (D ] Negnutss
- N e WARREN G. MAGNUSO
AN ¢ ’ Chalrman ‘
RS VG 1= T8 11- o
Honorable J. Edgar Hoover . NOT RECORDED o s
Director 184 JUL 24 1963 e
Federsl Bureau of Investigation - " S
Department of Justice K, e s e

Washington 25, D.-C. \ L B
:.m J; . _-:..” ) ) (?o“‘- &‘\bo.v .)< K
‘ : P‘\l _ ==

' s - ,{'? 2. »Yu
\ENCLCDE?E‘EQ 'ti-‘_‘f"- dﬁe‘k!‘* L’ v _ 3 JUL 1963
Bl 1L INFORMATIONAGNTAINED -

" HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED >
DATE_i2./>3 BYSizo eog/ws  CORRES DENCE
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o UNITED STATES GOVERNY™NT . 7 Imcat
: ¢ (e

Memorandum ~ i

) ‘ : . ' Evops
o : Mr.W.C. &unvmﬁc&/  pate: July 18, 1063 lé,};%(ﬂ

J R TP ————

: ’ Lo
’ Trotter
FROM R. W. Smithw i/jf o —

Qandy

————— -

supject: ~ REQUESTS FROM SENATOR WARREN G. MA SON
* AND CONGRESSMAN JEFFERY COHELAN
CONCERNING CURRENT RACIAL AGITATION

r-—

Reference my memorandum dated 7/18/63, c"??pﬁoned as above, whiam
acknowledged receipt of letters and enclosures from Senator Magnuson and
Congressman Cohelan and informed them that their requests are being forwarded %;
to the Attorney General for his consideration. - -

Senator Magnuson requested information as tothe authenticity of a VY

\ photograph of Martin Luther King and others taken at thé"Highlander Folk Schoo], [\“

the status of the Georgia Commission on Education which printed the photograph,

and information Telating to the Highlander Folk School, Congressman Cohelan . N3

also requested information Tegarding King and the school. A\

| A\

Information concerning the Highlander Folk School and those in the s

~+otograph with King--Abner Winston Berry, Aubrey Williams, and Myles Horton-- }

was furnished to the Attorney General by letter dated 7/17/63, captioned '
"Martin Luther King, Security Matter-C, Racial Matters."

. A

The enclosed memorandum contains additional information for the
Attcrney General, ' -

The Georgia Commission on Education, a legislative investigating body
of the State of Georgla, sent a photographer to a seminar at the Highlander Folk
School over Labor Day, 1957, to take still and motion pictures of individuals and

activities, Later the Commission published these photographs in a large /ﬁl)lder. :

ORIGINAL FILED

Enclosures <e 7-/8-~ £3 o o : |é/ "'2-‘2%‘ lﬁ-ﬁ- -
. : . .C ,
1 - Mr. Belmont . 1 -Mr. M.A, Jones " NSELB;; 1963
1 = Mr. Mohr ‘ aron +.3 1 = Mr, Baumgardaer 176 ' ,
1 - Mr, Deloach .“..'.-‘f:\; ’:.'; s 1_- Mro, Bland -——— g —-—-‘-
1 - Mr. Evans T 1 - Section Hekler. . - '
1 - Mr. Sullivan e [ h 10 TRy 7
5o - S I N SRS B B ) o g o .
g _ .S SN o LT __/ : Vﬁ ..
o b o :
gl O ALLINFORMATIONCONTANED
‘ Wk HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED '

DATE ///12/%0 DV —m s 0 o ] #

54JUL 301853 T A BYa0d Ry amel

U




Memo Smith to Sullivan

Re: REQUESTS FROM SENATOR WARREN G. MAGNUSON
AND CONGRESSMAN JEFFERY COHELAN
CONCERNING CURRENT RACJAL AGITATION

Information in our files shows that Abner Berry, Aubrey Williams,

. and King were present at this Labor Day seminar at the school. King was quoted
by a press service on July 13, 1963, as having admitted that he attended the 25th
anniversary celebration of the school in 1857 and that the picture of him was
apparently taken during this visit, B

RE COMMENDATION: : . :
That the _énclosed letter be sent to the Attorney General.

o «,'. .Q\ko
M"\V %

e P i e T
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i Ei' iF‘F . AT J.‘ QNTAINED 1 - Evans

 \how R, s sthHEr;Em ISUNCLASSIFIED 4 1 - Sulltvan |
3 ﬁTE [ BYEJEQéZﬁé%Qﬂ- 1- Baumgaegﬂﬁ%fjgyr
SUBJECT: REQUESTS FROM SENAT ARREN G. MAGNT 1 - Bland Y
. 1 A

it e bt h AV A A Admiillod W Ay FL o mm =
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CCHCZRNIKG CURRENT RACIAL AGITATION ! i- s

Conatnr Maomicnn annlacad a
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By letter dated 7/16/63

A
-9
containing the photograph of Martin Luther King and others at what was“’%
aescribed as a "Communist Training School."‘ Senator Megnuson requested
nforﬂet{gz concerning the authenticity of the photograph, information N

to the Highlandex Folk school where the phctograph was allegedly taken, \)

and the status of the.Georgia Comnission.on Education which printed the .
lEc.flet." V . \/ F 'l[,: T T J,ff .
, : ' qbfﬂ' 1
- “'l...----‘ v e 2 s

similer el.n..l.um.u.c, LOIIgTEs Sman .
and thé school. ™

' ™

elieved that these requests, which are similar in nature W\

3
;
]
:

4o vl L g vy =t o olhaweeTd Tn L 3T o2 -~

-
rt
FIU‘

q‘uCDL UL wielle il LMLILUALC], OUUWLU WE lalldlicu l.ll Hli‘.‘- Sallisc

y a& ising the correspondents that because of Departmental policy \S

e
loged for that u_yose are seaarate letters to Senator Maﬁﬁuson and

x T T o
\ZTESSm: hela

f g7
i &

Bv_senarete coemunication, the Attorney General is being

ORIGINAL FILED I /)

! Ry eiaatel

_ “lthzl nz copy each of correspondents' letters, enclosures, and our
> re311es° We are also furnishing pertinent information and calling

* sttention to the data previously submitted to him’ regardinv this matter
: contained in the Director's letter to the Attorney General dated 7/16/63

RUCCMMENDATION: Ié/ =754 /// —
" " NoT RECORDED??! Jut 2

L;:‘.’r:essmc_n Cohelan. é

":. P ; ,Ajﬁa 7-3\/\
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hsts f.lons are 'largely unist inspired.”

'OFF BI AT

Peter Lawford and friends
give movwland lmgo

to New Frontwr
News Washington Bureau
WASHINGTON, July 13—President Kennedy
, many friends—and a brother-in-law Peter Lawford.
among the Hollywood contingent, and that may exp!
the liberal use of movieland expresamns by New Fr
tiersmen.
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rl‘WASAOOOmegtorthmgtuthu!y.
Ben. Eugene McCarthy, D-Mina nhmutyanedngreeting
BeWspaEpErman

mhenll-qu’Ahuvinﬂmmal
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Under questioning by Sen. EL.
Bartlett, D-Alaska, Barnett con-
ceded he had not talked with any

FBI official to back up his claim
that"leAdersdtheFBI"beheve

, D-Okla., said -the Foderal- Muw*ut jom
ation it has relevant to the statement of Gov. Ross
|Barnett of Mississippi Fri-

gislation have cha]lenged p Southern governor’s claim that current Negro dem-

day in testimony before the
Senate Commerce Commit-
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I received your letter of July 15, 1963, with
- enclosures, and I want to thank you for your kind prayers.

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI
belng an investigative agency of the Federal Government nelther
makes evaluations nor draws conclusions as {o the characteror - . - -~
integrity of any organization, publication or individual. I regret
I anm unable to be of help in this instance and I hope you will pot =
infer either that we do or do not have data in our files rela '
tc the subject of your foquiry. . .. .o g e

-~

I
NOOY smovagn.:

|-

Sincerely yours, - L&

-
I -
- L,

0. Edgar Hoovet -~ =~ o = .~ :

Jon Bdgar Hoover .

: Director -
3 NOTE: Chrrespondent is not .‘.den*d.ﬂabie in ﬁ;-_!'ﬂes. The _.Fgghla.nder Fbik
Schd@ (HFS) has been the subject of numerous allegations that itisa
- ~=communist school and the headquarters of communism in Eastern Tennessee,
" due primarily to its racial character. These allegations have not been

v’ substantiated. The Bureau is cognizant of the numerous communist affiliations
of personnel affiliated with the HFS. The Bureau has not investigated this _
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Memorandum
N E

TO : - Mr. De@h DATE: 7-19-63

S ——— 1

Trotier
Tele

FROM : D. C. Morrel% Aﬁ)}’ / h,;c;::;.h_—

B A—

,474,‘ - \“?_ -

By letter to the FBI dated 7-15-63 concerning "Reds In Our’
Capital"” and directed to "Gentlemep or Jackasses, " captioned individual
furnished her views concerning th&Highlander Folk School. She traced 2
its history and quoted a Tennessee newspaper article of 1939 which s&%
out "It is a center, if not the center for the spreading of Communists =% :
doctrine in 13 Southeastern States."™ She praises Governor Ross Baraett -
of Mississippi for his wonderful stand on civil r1ghts and criticizes thg, FBIn *
as being weak and indifferent. She concurs with Governor Barnett that'Jews .
are mostly regmnsmle for our present day ills and refers to Martin Luther
King and/fthers%s "niggers." In addition to this school, she attacks .
NAACP and observes it should be banned from the U. 8. and its assets ized -

b ]
Tos,
o
T _
R i
w .

RE COMIVF‘NDATION
Due to her inflammatory language and unfounded attacks on the
FBI, this letter should not be acknowledged. f /
74
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 UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum £

o : Mr. W, C. Sellivan, ~ pate: July 26, 1963 ——

) - Mr. Sullivan Toottes —
Frow o Mr. F. J. Baungardner MV - Mr. Baumgardner Holnes

@ - - S
HIGHLANDER RESEARCH AND | -
MY EDUCATTON CENTER M

KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE

INFORMATION CONCERNING '!' !

(INTERNAL SECURITY)

A review of the file on the Highlander Research and Education
Center, fquEslﬁnggggg;gd_as the Highlander Folk School at Monteagle,
TeﬁﬂEbbee as been made and 1t 1s recommended that no security-type
investigation be conducted since this orgamization is primarily involved
as a training ground in the integration movement in the South. It is
believed, however, that we should obtain the names of all officers,

teachers and students of this organization so that a check of Bufiles
can be made.

The Highlander Folk School was founded in 1932 by Myles Horton

. form of payments for students attend1ng courses of 1nstruct10n in labor
organizations, social economics and the general field of labor education.
It has had Communist Party (CP) members on its staff and has accepted
communists as students. No courses, however, were ever offered in \iAf
communism nor has the CP ever succeeded in gaining control of the Schoo

Due to the interracial character of the School, it has been
the subiect of numerous allpcaflnne that it renreqenfed the headgquarters

Aave arwansy B wmies e a e e Ay ==

of communism in east Tennessee. An extensive 1nvestlgat10n was
conducted in 1941 and 1942 as a result of the allegations. These
allegations have never been substantiated and much of the information
of a subversive derogatory nature concerning this School was later
repudiated by the individuals who previously furnished the information.
No investigation is belng condygted, concerning this organization.at this
tlme. Although inquiries have¥been made of. the Knoxville Office from

time to time regar d“'E an anCatlsutluu vf thl‘:/“'""“ Y““‘“’“l

recommended no investigationy” (¢ 7 3eyp 0 -.JZ?N

61-7511 o
vt @ aLnoRmTIONCofiNED +

. HEREI S UNGLASSIFID
DATE 3//pd &&%@




Memorandum to Mr. Sullivan

RE: HIGHLANDER RESEARCH AND i
EDUCATION CENTER P
KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE

61-7511

On 2/16/60 the charter of the Highlander Folk School was
revoked by the State of Tennessee as the School was operating "a private
racially integrated school™ in violation of the Tennessee Code making
it unlawful to allow white and colored persons to attend the same
institution of learning. Horton subsequently opened the Highlander
Research and Education Center, Knoxville, Tennessee, which continues
in existence.

This organization has continuously been involved in the
integration movement and as a result charges are being continuously made
that it is "communist." These charges are based mainly on the opinion
of individuals making the charges that being prointegration is being
procommunist.

This organization in June, 1963, was again involved in an
incident involving the arrest of 28 white and colored men and women
after a raid on a camp site near Maryville, Tennessee. This camp was
being operated as a branch of the Highlander Research and Education
Center and was being used as a workshop to train individuals for the
integration movement,

RECOMMENDATION:

That the attached letter to the Knoxville Office be approved
instructing that the names of all officers, teachers and students
connected with this organization be obtained in a very discreet manner
and furnished to the Bureau. No active investigation is to be
conducted. o

v y{

au
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SAC Knoxvlllc (61-12) , | | | Jnly 29 1963
&t Director FBI (61-7511)/ ng 1 - ﬁr ,Sulllvan
- 1 « Mr. Baumgardner
HIGHLANDER RESEARCH.AND T R T
EDUCATION CENTER , Lo Rl llllllllll
ENOXVILLE, YENNESSEE .. - .= Lo vd 7(',
(INTEI!NAL SECURITY) Boswel e e TR

You are instructed to’ disereetly obtain the ‘
names of all efficers, teachers and students who are-
currently connected with the Bighlander Research and . .
Education Center for submission to the Bureau, Fo active
investigation may be conducted. You should insure that
obtaining these names dees mot beceme s matter of public -
inforlation in your territery,
1_‘!;1; mattér should be handled expeditiously and
the names furnished to the Bureau as soon_as pessible, —F

NOTE:

oA - ) . P s - ‘-_.-'- )

See memorandum Baumgardner to Sulhvan s“e‘- PR
caption, dated 7/26/63 TPR: dh/fjh | |
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

3 Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion.

{De]ewd under exemption(s) "é 7 C/ with no segregable

material available for release to you.

{1 Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

L] Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) .
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

~———— Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies);
as the information originated with them. You will

Lo wdhised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBL

Pagets) withheld for the following reason(s):

L":;f/ #or your information: LE— ﬂ'E.R rzﬁn"l 77'} ; 2D P A U/y
e

Vd
5:5/ The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:

£1=751= &Y

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

g DELETED PAGE(S) §
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0-1 (Rev. 1-2-63)
UNITED STATES GOVER

. PSP ,.
LVLIENoraraurri

: SAC, Knoryille (Your file 61-12) DATE: ___8/16/63

oM / 5" Director, FBI (Bufile and Settal —B=9511-237)

Room ND.A__WO
OTALTAL DE oA ROH AND il 7 st in file and

S_UBTECT‘ Cdode T AR Lidord e L it Cadd dERS AL FEET
EDUCATION Cz.TER ¥ destroy 0-1
. 2 o {For SOG sse
A TTON COYCEINTING B osnly)
NI LEWEL SECULTY ) '
[} 1. Bufiles indicate this case is delinquent. Give specific reason for delinquency. ?

M laidal [F1 ladtar 1 submitted
L_Jﬂlllcl % drisea g =il _
(2. Date [ Jreport [ ] letterhead memo  [F] will be submitted ReBulet 7/29/63.
{T]3. If valid reason exists for not submitting report at this time, state reason specifically and when report

will be submitted

[]4. Status of [ | Appeal (] Inquiry [ investigation [} Prosecution
[airtel []tetter
< .
s SmeltDreport [ jletterhead memo By

SEARCHED e IROTID
T 2
4 e ALL IREORMA 7.JG 1 1963
Y, LP (j l ‘ - - /)2 //-2 'l i I“N IH tﬂh’;iﬁlﬁbrr 320
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..UNITED STATES GOVFERNMENT

Mem orankam

T© :  pirector, FBI (61-7511) DATE:  8/13/63

—

A . _ =

FROM '?UV\ BAC, EKnoxville (6i-13)

oy
2
1

SUBJECT: Chmnmnnzn RESEARCH AND
EDUCATION CENTER
INFORMATION CONCERNING

(INTERNAL SECURITY) / \X

ReBulet to Knoxville 1/29/83.

Referenced letter instructed Knoxville to discreetly
obtain the names of all officers, teachers, and students
currently connected with Highlander Research and Education
Center (HREC). The Bulet instructed Knoxville to conduct no
active investigation and to insure that obtaining these names
did not become a matter of public info tion.

HREC is located at 1625 reide Drive, Knoxville,

L]
Tennessee, and its director is MYLES/ HORTON, long-time directer

of Highlander Folk School (HFS), Monteagle, Tennessee, The .
Bureau is aware that assets of HFS were auctioned by the State
of Tennessee in 1861 under court decree after HFS was convicted
of violating state laws. ) . :

-

The physical tacilitiol of this institution consist
of one large former residence and a small adjoining structure.
MYLES HORTON and his wife reside on the premises and it is be-

lisved that other persons rsside there on a temporary basis

from time to time. - —

On 8/28/61, a State of Tennessee General Welfare
Charter was issued to HREC, Inc. The incorporators listed

on the charter are: ‘}f
Dr. SCOTT BATES AN e
MYLES HORTON e 0
Mice MARY JUSTIR

ERLEAUdE W W & ;

1

Mr., EUGENE KAYDEN ,
Miss VERA McCAMPBELL YA

ac g/'//c—ﬂ €k\\6 ~ /- .i

. 2 _~ Bureau

"I - Enoxville A 2R __p

-l

\ -

57 ALL INFORMATIONCONTAINED W
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET
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indicated, explain this deletion.
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material available for release to you.

i
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.

Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

[} Documentis) originating with the following govemment agency(ies) .
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e Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies);
as the information originated with them. You will

e advised of avajiability upon return of the material to the FBI.
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On 6/11/54, the Bureau instructed Knoxville to make
no contacts whatsoever at Highlander Folk School, ﬂonteagle,
Tennessee, and that no discussion, pro or con, unﬁiilu be mAde

with any individual regarding this school.

These instiuctions were issued following complaints
against Bureau Agents by MYLES HORTON, These instructions have
Leen assumed to apply to the Highlander Research and Education
Center, since it appears to be merely & continuatiogwgt Bigh-

lander Folk k School under a slightly different name.

sy =
haal e wpwRd S e A= WY T At MRS, o ST . [T

For the R:n--n“'- information. HREC ig an .rfr.me'l}r

Aruie: WEETE W AL WA EREE W WAR e Bl WP BaP -

sontroversial subject in this area and has been the subject

of numerous articles in one local newspaper (The Knoxville
Journal) purporting to show connections between Communism

and HREC and between EREC and the Presbyterian Youth Center
2t the University of Tennessee., The Enoxville Office fre-
quently receives inquiries from persons in various walks of
life requesting information re HREC and wanting to know if

the Bureau is conducting an investigation of this institution.
Irs line with Bureau instructions issued 6/11/54, the Knoxville

0ffice makes no comment whatsoever concerning HREC.

¢




KX 61-12

In the absence of specific Bureau instructions,
KEnoxvilie will continue t0 comply with Bureau inatructions
issued 6/11/54 and will not conduct any investigation what-
soever or attempt to develop any sources to furnish infor-
mation regarding Righlander Research and Education Center.
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FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

_C; Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion.

B/eleted under exemption(s) é 7 : with no segregable

material available for release to you.

{71 Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

[]

Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

(] Document(s) originating with the following govemment agency(ies) .
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

—-———— Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies);
as the information originated with them. You will

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI.
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3 ‘For your information:
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Mr.

!!!S!

Hy

ew

(a)

(b)

(e)

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington D, C,

ear
any

Thank you for writing me,
Republican party.

Fetruary 20, 196l

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS ?NCLASSIFIED

DATE_3)s |5+ BY&%@ |
SHYSS3

¥, Edgar Hoover

)

ir

(7]
"

things are bothering me, and so I an coming to you with a
of them, hoping for some help.

Why can't something be done to oust Dean Rusk and a few
other REDS fram our State Department? Ditto MacNamara,
What is he doing for the defense of the U.S.A? Surely
causing the couniay Lo quietly disarm is not defense of
our country. What about the Chairman of the Un-imerican
Activities? Why are we slowly wasting away under this
Communist subversion??? Can we recover in time?

Why cannot Earl Warren be impeached? He votes in favor/
of the Reds -~ and now the cover-up of the testimony
of Oswald's widow, The American people who pay taxes
are entitled to the truth,

I enclose photocopy of a letter I received from TIME.

Will you please agwise whether the U,S, Government did
actually clear th k_School of being a
Communist organization? I understan e school was

closed, but re-opened elsewhere,

I am a hard worker in the consmm'xviz K

/ g

bi-75/1 —

_}?_ —
11 FEB 24 1964

|

b -

-H-:;
Sp——

I have a copy of your address of October 9, 1962 at Las Vegas, Nevado
~- National Convent.ion of t.he Amrican Legion,

o ingr
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Mr. Hoover read your letter of February 20th
the enclosures, . ok B R

B IS A

- R A T =
" He asked me to advise you that the FBI is strictly sn
investigative agency of the Federal Government and neither makes?
evaluations nor draws conclusions as to the character or integritymn
of any organization, publication or individual. This Bureau doGP S
not issue clearances, and in view of the foregoing, he trusts yqu, =
will understand why he cannot comment a8 you have suggested.

b, H4OZ § (2@

HOOY

S * ALL INFORMATION CONTAINE
e, B W g HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
475 .

S e, oaney DNEQSSE BEen)]

S R -, Becretary SR e
NWOTE: Correspondent isihot identifiable in Bufiles. The Highlander Folk
School has been the subjedt of numérous allegations of being a communist
gschool and the headquarfrag of communism in Eastern Tennegsee due

primarily to its racial character. These allegations have nof been substant
V. and this Bureau has not investigated this organization. We are cognizant,

(=g L -1 4 —

T Bincerely yours

o . -

g = x’ however, of the numerous munist atio $he1 affiliated with
: 'T M organization. In view of the tenore of correspondent'sletter it Is felt that

o does not warrant a reply from the Director and that the ghove letter ov«
Town ——  Miss Gandy's signature is in order. Her enclosure congigts of a letter she
- V# CONTINUED NEXT R_AGE._ -

) . ;i"' - L-s.-, :
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received from the publication "Time” which it is stated that the U. 8.
Government investigators cleared both the founder of the Highlander Folk
School and the school itself of accusations of communist activities. The
FBI is not mentioned in this communication. The other enclosure was a
copy of a newspeper clipping of an address made by Karl Prussian. - . :-.
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- May 6,1964

e '
Dear Director Hodver:

Sir, I would like to have from you if I may, any
printed statements you might have on hand, in concern with the ;
Closing of Thecﬁighlandg: Folk School in Temn. This school was it
disciosed, frained pro-Communist people of the Civil Rights movement
in this country. Also I would like to have a printed(or other type of)
coppy of the statement that you made in connection with tlpe Communist
infiltration into the Citil'Rights organizations,

Sir, I have always suspected that the Civil Rights people
were a bit left-leaning so to speak., Any varification of the above
would be apprecated.

I remain sincerely yours:

e

ReCgy oi— 751/ = | /

e P———— r———
2 MAY 15 1964

0y @ — —
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. ' Your letter of May 6th has been received.

=  With res“péct'to your inquiry, information contained

in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accordance
with the regulations of the Department of Justice and is available for
official use only. Therefore, I trust you will understand why I am
not in a position to comment along the lines you have suggested.

With regard to my statement made in connection

on January 29, 1964. On pages 40 and 41 you will note data bearing
which I trust will be of assistance toyou. - - -
I "Sincérelly-yonrs.& i |

gy Director

w3 H

¥ - .:’ ~
»

Enclosurés_ ) . = wo ks
FBI 1965 Appro'priat,’ion Booklet S
o Let's Fight Communism § e}rvé C Ay 9 f
3 KT The FBI's Role in the Field'o v gt
i 4-1-61 LEB Introduction, , . - . S U
il ———  4-17-62 Internal Security § tenfggp N
1aﬁe in Bufiles,

‘i DelL.cach
:  Evems

Gaie
Aosen '

< Sulllvan

= " HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED \

REY)

M

with communist infiltration into civil rights groups, Iam enclosingm 3
a copy of my testimony before the House Subcommittee on Appropr}a&ig_ns

y
ha. HIOT 7 F| AVW

on the topic of your interest. I am also sending you other material 2

B l‘Jledg'alrngﬁ‘;. \
;.1AY141964’ John Edgar Hoover //.‘

NOTE: Correspondent is n t 1den o
2 ALLINFORMATION CONTAINED ﬂ*/"'/
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Memora 2

TO : DIRECTOR, FBI DATE: 7/7/64

SAC, KNOXVILLE (100-3506) (RUC)

,

/
\ V4 .
_susject: ~ AYASHINGTON COMMITTEE FOR D .
HIG V

is - C
(00: WFO)

.'?.;‘//; E Re WFO let to Knoxville dated 6/1/64. T

on n -

Aafvar et W e ¥ vam anirre ot S mEm S sangew W e e mE e Ee e

c C e up may be active in the Wa gton, D, C.
area, Knoxville was requested to advige if th ighlander
Folk School is of current investigative interest, and, if so,
furnish WrO with a current characterization.

As the Bureau is aware, and for the information of
WFO on 6/11/54 the Bureau instructed Knoxville to make no
contacts whatsoever at Highlander Folk School (HFS), Monteagle,
Tennessee, and that no discussions pro or con ghould be made
with any individual concerning this school. Highlander Research
and Educatien—Center (HREC), Knoxville, is the successor to - _
the HFS, whose assédts wefe auctioned by the State of Tennessee
under 'a court decreg aFter the school was convicted of violating
Tennessee laws, MYLESYHORTON, former _Director of HFS, is

currently Director of . Ve Ay

The above Bureau instructions were issued as a result
| of allegations against Bureau Agents following interview with
HORTON. 1In view of these instructions, no sources whatever have
been developed at HFS or the HREC and, consequently, in view
of Bureau instructions, no investigation has been or is being

| conducted concerning the organization. p INEORMATION CONTAINED

ureau cg-717) HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
@ WFO (10(()1-‘:.?53:?5:/)‘:/(315) — DATE alsley BY

2 - Knoxville (1 ~ 100-3506 RUSEY

TN rr: _.x Y R | . R W R,

l - O.l.".l.é Hnig. lander Research & Education Cente Ir)

_ L1- 75 292
EC-42

T . 4 JuL 9 1964 \

—
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

‘_L Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion.

Deleted under exemption(s) 7C/ with no segregable
material available for release to you.

{1 Informstion pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.
1 Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.
7 Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) .

, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

———  Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies);
_ as the information originated with them. You will

ue advised of availability upon retumn of the material to the FBIL

Pageis) witiheld for the following reason{s):

¥ vour information:

rd
Ml The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:
Ly -1)
i

£/=293

XXXXXXXXXXXKXXXXXXX
¥ DELETED PAGES) X
NO DUPLICATION FEE &

X  FOR THIS PAGE X
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
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Transmit the following in

’ (Type in plain text or code} -

Via AIRTEL ' "AIRMAIL
, y (Priority or Method of uumug)

o ———— — i —— ——— T ———"——— — —

DIRECTOR, FBI (61-7511)
SAC, SAVANNAH (100-5125)

CEEEHLANDER EDUCATION AND RESEARCH (o
INFORMATION CONCERNING - : .

=

Re Savamnah airtel to Bureau, 7/27/64. -

Eaclosed are origimal nd four copies of Lml,
suitable for disseminatiom, re captiomed matter.

Information copy of imstart airtel and LHM to
Charlotte, im view of thdr imterest im this matter.

(E; Bureau (Enc‘ 5) (REGISTERED HAIL)
1- Charldtte 1. 1) (Ianfo) (REGISTERED MAIL)

S KED SLp

DATE FCow, &-3 . d". m_

ROV FORW, _&A/ ] N

. t;f;%;g Y - A" e >’/V',:} IO'AUG 1 1954 -
e wv‘ K B e wf’ qH

cﬁqc LA %2 bt g4

FD-86 (Rev. 12-13-58) ; ‘ PN - :
y JPTPR R NI I
) J @éE’M” U
\ . P B I -y R PR .."1‘_)’:» - - ,h_’ - 4' ,
o ) " { -
 CONMNODENTIARse: 7/31/64 |
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE o e

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INYESTIGATIO L f . -

Savamnah, Georgia CON NTI ALr";‘IF"‘;

July 31, 1964

o 077170 SR .i.';’.‘ AT e '.m;'_—-f . p“
@ uy Q-L“‘Ifm : Ry N _‘f;_‘-‘-g i - -!1‘ ; L .
BLETPT WHERS BEOWE - HIGHLANDER EDUCATION AND RESEARCH CENTER L g
m / "'-;'n. __- N RS E ‘..‘-;._‘ .; ,,,: ;'; ""‘}‘é::. ar 2 ‘_“_

: 2 B c" . g ‘. LN '
\ Southwide Voter uca & Imnternship Project, spomsored by

-H ander Educatioa and Research Ceater, is beimg held at T
th ea Island Progressive Club Cemter, River Road, Johms _

1s1 d_“SOuth “Carolina, Ironm July 8, 1I964, throu h July 18
1964. The second workshop begims July 20, 1964, and ends_A-w
August 1, 1964. The purpose of this project is to put 1nto-
practice what those attendiag learsm im workimg with
politically coascious Negro amd white leadership 11
Charlestoa and the Sﬁéfounding sea 1slalds. ;;:zp

‘The staff”"f th ea Island”Progrcssive 01ub .
Center .18 composed of Esaﬁ!{enkins, who is the d rgctor; e
and Gu%*farawan, 'ho is theWwmusic diregtg; N . )

h This document contains neither recommendations nor e
coaclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the -
FBI and is loaned to your agemcy; it and its contents .

are not to be distributed outside your ageacy.

s ~ 'CONPOENTIAL
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UNI'I':'ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Savanmah, Georgia
July 31, 196

Title HIGHLANDER EDUCATION AND
RESEARCH CENTER

.

Charscter INFORMATION CONCERNING

Reference ' Savannah memorandum dated
July 31, 1964, captiomed as
above. :

A1l sources (except any listed below) whose identities
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable
information in the past. '

This document contains neither recommendationg nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property
of.the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it andfits contents are not to be distributed cutside

o eser CONFNOENTIAL
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: UNITED STATES GORGINMENT ‘ ' = - T
Memomndum | A

Director, FBI (61-75 DATE: 8/28/64

o )
4? -.C0 p;ﬁm. i ‘.
?\/./ZLW - SAC, Knoxville (61-12) (RUC) . - -

L

SUBJECT: c::).HIGHLAI‘ID.'IE.‘R EDUCATION AND
RESEARCH CENTER
INFORMATION CONCERNING v///

. f:““v
o the attention of the

Re Savannah airtel 7/24/

No information has com
Knoxville Office concerning MY RTON or the Highlander
Education and Research Centsr—-ecddductia g & South-wide Voter
Education Internship Project at th e@a Island Progressive
Club Center, St, Johns Island, S,€C, T

e -

Any information received will be forwarded to
Savannah. TFor the information of the Savannah Qffice, the
Enoxville Office is conducting no active investigation of
the Highlander Center pursuant to previous Bureau instruc-
tions., The Bureau and Savannah has previously beéen furnished
information that the Highlander Center had a group of the
Council of Federated Organizations at the center in Knox-
ville for one week following completion of this group's
orientation at Oxford, Ohio, and just prior to the gfhup's
departure for Mississippi. It was reported that the group ;f?
in Mississippi would be in the Gulfport area "to find out ¥
what kind of an alliance, political and civie, can ba esta-
blished between white and colored citizens in ‘the Mississippi

conun Jy", - -
R |

" 2 ~ Bureau {(RM)

3, 1 - Sav (100-5125) (RY)
YA _m@fo) (RY)
g - 1id€ :
v gﬂnlc

é@%ﬁ /ff '@6’ co)(fo)qﬁr

e ot Shagk i S o R b L S T R T N N /B R S bt S e i S e A
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Date; 8/19/64 f
Transmit the following in — ; ' — : L
| {Type inp::in text or code) 1 5
Via AIRTEL : ATRMAIL L
[Priority or Method of Nailing) 1T
e e e e I -
TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (61-7511) = ==~
FROM : SAC, SAVANNAH (100-5125) ,,,,‘;;‘ A
_ o c-
RE : C:ﬁIGHLANDEB EDUCATION‘AND.BESEABCH'CENTE -
T : INFORMATION CONCERNING - RS-
' ps CHENF
: -

Re Savannah airtel to Bureau, 7/31/64.

Attached hereto are two copies of mewspaper
clipping appearing im the "NEWS AND COURIER,"Charleston,
8. C., mewspaper, 8/17/64, entitled "Advancement is Goal
Of Progressive Club."” . o

r:')

Fs -~ It is moted that, mear the emd of the article,

a’kpokesmam at the meeting is reported to have referred tdf
= o

’ \\(ig Bureau (Encls.

1- Savamrah

.em

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED FI1Y3
DF\TE_QJ_SJSH_BY;S%%%@ |

Ac‘w‘cﬂ.- i Nae

Appro ved: ) Sent ‘ M Per

Special ger{ in Charge i . ; .

AT R T ER Ty



{Mount Clipping In %uo Below)

dvancemént Is

(EDITOR’S NOTE: Thls ll
the first In a series of articles
o ihe bhac and activi-
ties of the John’s Island Pro-
gressive Club, its leaders and

__\

By CHARLEb L. DIBBLE

Aside from the dearth of hus-
tie-bustle, John's Island has
wwuch in common with histonc

Undlcau page, name of
\ newapaper, City and state.)

. rl:——l;';"

The News afid Couri

Page 1 and 2A
——Clarleston, SC.

Prog reSSive iU

the Stono Rlver 'I'he expansion
is due, in-+aTRT Teasure, to the |
efforts of Highlander
School and its successor, High-
lander Research and Education
Center of Knoxville, Tenn.

The Progressive Club has

' ‘Pﬁﬂﬂr&d many exirg Joho's Is-

land activities, the most receat '
beins two Southern Voter Educa-

-

Chatleston. Surrounded by Low- |
country waterways, the island— ’
fifth largest on the Atlantic sea- |
board—is a kaleidoscope of an- |
cient trees, Spanish moss, and
Gullah-speaking Negroes.

1t is with the Jatter—the dark. .
skinned peoples of the island—
that Esau Jenkins has concerned !
himself over the years. ‘

n the Ne leader
g‘g’“ﬁm together eight or 10 of |

neighbors md formed the
essive Club, aimed at the
political and economic advance.
Ient of the John's Island Negro
community, .
In recent years the efforts of l
the club beyond
the limits of Bohicket Creek and J

—

tion Internship Projects. Spon-

%~ gored and financed b Highland-

er, the bi-racial works
attended by Southern egroel
for the most part. .
Each of the projects consisted
of a week-Jong workshop session
followed by a week's “intern- .
* during which time the
participants lived in Charleston \

[ ¥

— gy ——

 omies, Although identical tn for-

mat, the two sessions featured
different speakers and, for the
most part, a different andience.

With a general theme of vot-

ar regictration ths -mpiehnn-

L3 - uan..u Ay ¥ WA ALV
branched out into virtually dl
aspects of the civil rights ques-

tion, —— .
Who attended these sessions?

61-7

R —
| S '*fﬁl

1511

QTiRA Gf

Date: -17 -6}.‘.
Edivon: Morning

Author: THoma 8 R. Wer:
Editor: Editor

Title:

Character;
or
Classification:
Submitting Office: SAVANNA

] Being Inveatiqated

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
DATE_3|S (st BY
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The largest turnout during the

two workshops appeared at the

100 people—including some 18

- And  what, specifically paiifhen .

white people — were presen ’
Thirty-six of these were-regi:: -~ -

(See GOAL, Page %-A)

e

L

Continued From Page 1-A

fered at the workshop while the
_pthers were area residents.
Scheduled to speak on_“Basle
fssues in the Curreni Kevoiu-
ton” was Randolph Blackwell,
an Atlanta attorney associated
with Southern Christian Leader-
ghip Conference (SCLC). But
Biackwell canceled his appear-
ance at the last minute.
- Filling in for him was Mil-
tonn S. Hurst, director of the
workshop. Hurst, instructor of
social sciences and acting direc-
tor of public realtions ai Talle-
depa College, Ala,, has an AB.
degree from Talladega and an
M.B.A. from Atlanta University.

The eloguent young Ne
told his sudience: “’ﬁ:e .(E;S
rent Revolution’ is not & Ne-

E:n problem; it is an Amer-
problem.”

Stressing a theme of responsi-
bility, he told the group: “It's
fust as important for us to re-

school dropouts and text bocks
as to demonstrate, It is mpor-
tant that we start now to get
our young people in school and
to make them stay there.

“The proletariat and bour-
gecisie overthrew the aristoc-
racy. Then the bourgeoisis as-
sumed the customs of the aris-
iocracy,” the wsocial sclence
professor said. “We must be
careful that—when we are vic-
toriots fn our revolution — we
do pot assume the customs of
our enemy.

“God is on our si&e'," he
claimed. “Bui let’s make sure
as we continue in this ‘Current
Revolution® that we're on God's
side in carrying out his will.”

Attending the Monday night
session and several others dur-
ing the week was Luther Sturte-
vant, a white student at Drew
University’s theological school.
The young Methodist, a grad-
uate of Lewis and Clark Col-
lege in Portland, Qre., Is serv-

ing this summer ax pastor’s

. ~ - .
gide to the Rey. F. Perry Metz,
minister at Olivet Presbyterian
Church,- a Negro church
on Beaufain.Stzget. :

Stur{evant has assisted in the,
voter registration drive inj
Charlestoy and, in addition, has
served as @ tutor to a group
of Negro eighth-graders.

Leading the singing during
the first workshop was Guy
Carawan, a collector and =ing-
er of folk songs, who lives on
John's Island with his wife and
their two-year-old son.

Two white college students
atiended both sessims — Ellie
Eden of Berkeley, Calif., and
Roger Phoenix, who said he was
“‘more or less from New York.”

Miss Eden, who has been!
staying with the Carawans, Wil
study abroad next year, whlie
Phoenix plans to return to Anti-
och College, & liberal aris
school in Yellow Springs, Ohio.

Introduced on opening pight asa
CORE worke{,'mrsﬁihnt has
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beeu workmg with Esau Jenk-
ins this summer.

The thewse—of-“the “‘Current
Revolution” was carried for-

ward the next day—'I‘uesdav—-=

[by Dr. W. C. Beck of Florence ,
'who discussed “Basic Issues
in the Current Local Revo--
lution,”  during the morning,.
Afternoon brought Fred Hen.
‘derson Moore, a Charleston
Negro attorney, who spoke on
“The Role of the President’s
Commission of Equal Employ-
ment.” A general discussion of|
problems of equal employment
followed.

*The Church and Human Re-
lations” received the group’s
--.-iiiy Wednesday morning.
Speaking were the Rev. F. 0.
Pharr, past president of the
Charleston NAACP, and C. Con-
rad Browne,

Browne, associate director of]
Highlander, attended the first
ilv:orkshop for three days with1
his wife Cra and three of their
ciucren. He relurned briefly at
the end of the second session
in pick cn Hichlander equip-
ment.

After a talk Wednesday aft-
.winoan by Jenking on “Is the

{€eoond  Step—-Political Educa-
[tar—lmportant?”, the group of
. ""JL.; 35 gathered at the Cara-

a house for a cook-out and
aiion, While the yo
sttrz played badminton and vol-
:hov tall and the older ones
!vafched. Browne,
botter 43“*9Univemtyof0hl-
cago divinity schooltorelated
hic experiences prior to joining
]lhe Highlander staff.

Frum 1545 to 1963 he lived
coo Amertens, Ga., on 1,100-
aue Komoma Farms—a bl
raciai. religiously-oriented com-
-~ farm, Vividly be recount-
fog the “terropdmctics used

»#yaimnst us by the people of the

P .lvuuued in the eal'ly
*i0g, the farm was quietly ac-
cepied for more than a decade
;o the people of southwestern

who once]-

|G«urna s Sumter County.

“The Supreme Court decision}'
lchanged that. I guess the peo-
ple felt Hge_thoye had to do’
something.” Trouble followed.'
And in a six-month period; jthe
there came legal reprisals, dy-
namitings, shotgum blasts, a
fire, and cross-burnings. Farm
members were unable to buy or
goods In Americus hecause
of A boycott &nd had to bring
in supplies from 50 to 75 miles

away.
farm eventually was

The
closed.

Turning to -Mississippl. the
Highlander official spoke with
a tone of despair about the then
missing eivil rights workers
nd impatiently referred to the

BI as the Future Bureau of

vestigation: “It's always ‘we
can come in after the crime is
committed’ but they never do
an to prevent a crime.”

evening program cen-
tered around the presentation
and discussion of a film em-
phasi the need for voter

Beogol?tratwn, *“Knock on Every

Thursday morning H. A. De-|

O s3I =dT # 43 T7T

-

tractor and Mrs. Ruby Corn-
well, also of Charleston, treated ;
“The Role of Higher Education
in Achieving Jobs, Freedom,,
and Cluzensgu

Dr. Scott Bates, a
the University of
Sewanee Jensw—eontinued the’
same discussion during thel

rofessor at’

L Rk

TR e

afternoon.

program attorney
Russell Brown, presldent of the
Charleston NAACP who spoke
on the provisions and Impli-
cations of the Civil Rights bill
The evening was spent seek-

South m' !hal

ing an answer to “Why Negroes
Segem to Care So Litile about

SRS TR TR gy e

vice-chairmanandlln.lhii&’ombdi
Directors of |schoals. :

Civic and Political -1 John's Island wkslmp)
bilities.” were r
tor Hurst and Rev. Mr.

Douglas of the Baptist Center.}
Friday the group of % per-
sons nt the day at the Jen-:
me at Atlantic’ Beach

a Negro resort about 15 miles

north of Myrtle Beach, During
the day, sessions were held on

“Advantages of Political Ma-

turity ** and “American Jdeals

and American Blusions.” The:

woi particlpants returned’
tt: John's Island the eve-

A sesslon on the lccompllsh
ments of the workshop was
“held Saturday morning.

ﬂ' .

lived with Charleston Negro
The group regathered several

p Responsibility. “l ‘ﬁmes however. Sundny they

attended a Second Step—Polit-

Education—Wor -
‘Edisto Island, direcied by
Isaac Robinson. Monday and

Thursday they attended Adult
Citizenship=—S?ts® in North
Charleston and at Parker's
Ferry. Mrs. Roberta Leonard

Costa, & Charleston Negro con-| jihe group spit up: turing fhe
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/ Memorandum

‘r(( /. DIRECTOR, FBI (61-7511)CON ENTIAL DATE: p/10/64
FROM Wc, SAVANNAE (100-5125) (C)
O
SUBJECT: ~HIGHLANDER EDUCATION AND RESEARCH CENTER
INFORMATION CONCERNING , .. /

Re Savanash airtel to Bureau,’ 8/19/64; i//’
Knoxvillc letter to Bureau, 8/28/64;

%fft°r to Bureau, 9/1/64.

The Bureau has reéently been furmished a series of
articies appearing im the "News and Courier’ Charleston,
8. C., mewspaper, comcerning captioned center.

The Kmoxville Division has advised the Bureau that
no information has come to the attentiom of the Kmoxville
Division comceraning MYLES HORTON or the Highlamder Educatioa
and Research Center conductimg a South-wide Voter Education
Internship Project at Sea Islamnd Progressive Club Center,
Johns Island, S8, C. -

The Bureau has been previously advised that mo active
investigation is being comducted concermiag captiomed orgnniznm
tion, C

_,g ?/D M!z! nn|y|| |'ulr|!!er !nlorna!!on com!ng !o ll
8 attention concerning above will be made available to the

Savannah Division.

.

Accordingly, the case in the Savannah Division is
being placed in a closed status.
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Washington, D. C. ' HEREIN |S UNCLASSIFIZD |
DATE 9|5 BY
Dear Mr. Hoover: _ o) P)
I have just finished reading your article "The
Faith of Our Fathers,™in the current (Sept 11) issue of

Christianity Today. Please accept My grateful thanks for
writing it.

1 Know of No Man in this Nation who has Made
a greater contribution to its Welfare and Security than yourself.
You have placed our children, our grandchildren, and generations
yet unborn, deeply in your debt. Yours is a Magnificent record
of unselfish service. -

T
i

o
Fl

m.i.
T e
L

There is a bit of information that I would like
Very Much to have if it Not against the policy of your office
to furnish it.

. ?ﬂfhﬂ",
ot L
PRy ond

. ¢

- SR 3.5 |
. !“; LR ko I “:. a2 L
U . B T PR K AL ST e & gl N Ll
TR AR 2o R ) P AN
v ey kb TR WA FUEY S d vi Aph

/‘

I want to Know something about the Highlander
~ Folk School in Monteagle Tenn. Was this organization listed
“as a Subversive organization, and was it a Communist Party
Front?

e R S s
S A TE T
L é'*
G el W

With all good wishes,

v

TN / t S /’;_ S M Most Sincerely J *{W

[ -C v

C X
TRUE COPY
£1¢

. Sept. 9th, 1964 |

Hon. J. Edgar Hoover, Director ] ‘ '

_ﬁ ” Federal Bureau of Investigation ALL INFORMATION COMTAINED
i
;
¢
¥
|
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September 16, 1904 pe

ALL INFORMATICN lr“)NTI»\INED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DA,TE. _ PYEEER

1%

-

I received your letter of September 9th and I want
to thank you iqr your generous remarks concerning my article,
"The Faith of Fathers,” and my admigistration of the FBI.
It is hoped future endeavors will continpe to merlt your
support and approval. , M

on

4
wd

KOOY INIQYIH 0,734

While I would uke to be of service to you, informati
contained in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential
in accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is
avaliable for official use only. I regretI am unable to be of help in
this instance but trust you will understand the necessary reasons
for this policy. It is hoped you will not infer either that we do or
do not have data in our mel relating to the topic of your interest.

Enclosed 18 some nterature I trust wﬂl bO Ol
lnterest. ' S et

&meroly yours, - S

Enclosures (
pmmunigsm~AThe ,Incredible Swindlo

rai ux ili Freeaoin

gounterintte].liogglr}lcig ?é:tivéd:esl ; ’? f, L
nism Sa
ne Naﬂ%n 's Responde to Com y O

T e ‘3“’?&?.%‘1&?;” rii W{%

rimarily to its racial character. These allegatio s ve t been 8 %stantl'

he Burgau is cognizant o frtbe lfumerous comga s atﬁ)ons 8 eursonnbl
with the HFS, The Bureau-has’ nati Vestlgated this organization.

(A1 7511-266 267)
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LL INFORMATICN CO o ——
Memorandum vgrenis UNCLAQSIFIED o

CAT a|§|3:i _ Br_a@ e
Tﬁt .+ Mr. DeLoach ATE DATE: ‘7—27 64 :ﬁ;ﬁ
Tavel
(/' . M. /Afa:ﬁsl)/ | APPROPTIATE RORRCIES Tein Room ——

FROM AND PLITD OFFICES fg '2"""

Aﬂ'!!""“ﬁ '"'f P"‘.ﬂxm - C’,jf
SUBJECT g« LUTHER KING, JR. SIS U -
'HE MIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL; ' PATE_

REQUEST FROM CONGRESSMAN ROMAN C, PUCINSKI
(DEMOCRAT - ILLINOIS) , 4

\ ol
BACKGROUND: L | g X
Congressman Pucinski forwarded a copy of a flyer made from a news

clipping from the "Augusta Courier,™ Augusta, Georgia, on 7-8-63. The flyer identifi

Martin Luther King in a photograph taken of certain individuals attending the Highlande

Tl Scheol during the Labor Day weekend of 1957, The Congressman would like to kn
‘ if the nghla.nder Folk School was a communist training school and whether or not the
iperson identified in the nhotogra,nh is Martin Luther King, Jr.

INFORMATION IN BUFILES:

The photograph of Martin Luther ng attending the nghlander Folk
School has come to our attention several times in the past. A United Press -Inter
Service release of 7-12-63 reported Goyernor Ross Barpett displayed a’poster- i
photograph tv the Senate Commerce Committee which he claimed showed King "
communist trajining school. ™ Governor Barnett said the picture was taken at the High-

A T Allr Qnl 1
lander Folk School of Monteagle, Tennessee. The Bureau obtained another copy £f the

photograph frbm our Savannah Office in March, 1963, and it was revealed that the phot

graph was takén surreptitiously by an "undercover a.gent" of the Georg1a. Commigsion «
. z H

Education at the Highlander Folk School in 19572 ) i w

) ﬂThe photograph also identified Abner Wﬁerry who has been a writer
mThe Daily Worker" and has been a member of the Communist Party, although he
! , reportedly left it in September, 1958, Aubrép}Williams, ?so*ﬁent:ﬁed in the photogr
‘ has been associated with communist cauges and has held “posmons as chairman o
| the National Committee to Abolish the Héuse Un-American Act1v1ties Committee and v
| president and member of the board of difectors of the SoutherwConference Educational
Fund Inc., a communist front, Myl g:w on the flyer forwarded by
' Congressman Pucinski as d1rect igh f‘;;der Folk School, has been very close
tn the Communist Party in  the p} é" although ormants doubt that he has ever been :

. member of the Communist Paz REC_ 4 é / 75 / / ”j f?

1 - Mr, DeLoach LR TR NENIE
,,__f_xﬁnbx

ﬂﬂk 11 SEP 30 1964
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M. A. Jones to DeLoach memo
Re: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

The Highlander Folk School was formed ip 1932 and was a leftist
organization supported by private donations. It offered courses of instruction in
labor organization, ecopomics and labor education. Informants have advised that
the school has had Communist Party members on its staff as instructors and has
followed the practice of welcoming eommunists as students. Informants have adwsed
the school was pro-communist, but there is no indication it was le
controlled by communists. The school was closed by the State of Tennessee in ,
December, 1961, after its convic €¢ segregation laws. _,L
state charter Tor a 1gMag1gg;,B.e§wchand,Edugat enter of Knoxville, Tennesse:
was issued on 8- 28 61 and Myles Horton was identified a as its Diréctor.

RECOMMENDATION:

That a representative of your, Mr, DeLoach, office personally corfact
Congressman Pucinski, with whom we have had prior cordial relations, and inform
him confideptially of the background regarding the flyer he enclosed concerni.ng the
Highlander Folk School.

1
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RAMAN C. PUCINSKI - ' )
] 117H DISTRICT, LIS C .

e
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
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DATE S
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Congress of the Wnited States
Pouse of Representatives :

Washington, B. €.
. ., weLrach —
v hprg Mr. Evans .
July® 224 1964 My, Gale...

Mr. Rosen.
Mr., Sullivan.—
Mr, Tavel ..
Mr, Trotere—
Tele. Room. .—
Wizs 3Ilmes
Miss Gzady. .-

et

Honoreble J. Edgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Tnvestigation

Washington, D. C. e i
Dear Mr. Hoover:

T wonder if you would be good enough to give me
your department's report of the veracity of the enclosed 4
brochure. R

T have seen this material rathe@ s dely dis-
tributed and I would like to Jmow if the Highlander Folk
gchool wes & Commnist Training School and wWhecoer Or
no e person jdentified in the photogreph is, indeed,

Martin Luther King, Jr.

Since this material is being widely distributed
in my district, you can appreciation my concern.

Sincerely yours, ,

} I N o

Roman C. Puclnski
Merber of Congress ‘ Vv
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éiég;gggxgr; K;g;x%%éﬁagggg:. Along with this letter was an O~
aanouncement ol a uthwide Voter Education Project to
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Trans
{Type in plain text or code} ‘
] ] R G T
Vig __ AIRTEL AIR MATL .
/ y (Priority or Method of Mailing) R
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. 41%d
| | 2’ b
€, SAVANNAH (100-5125) (P) )

; 6/ 19/64
r
fja" letter

romr che 2D0Ve taprioned organizaction located at l4go River-

ER EDUCATION AND

I‘NFCiRuATmN CONCERNING
1CHLAAIER Fu LK SChe

ﬂ"

be held at Johns Island, 8. C. ;;

This announcement reflects that the Sea Island
Progressive_Club Center, River Road, Johns Island, B..C,.—
will bave a }964 Southwide Voter Education Internship Project

sponsored bySHighlander Research_and Education Center from
7/6-18/64 and nanih £from ‘7/2?)—8/1/64_ o N

& Soaa =

u;.

The staff is reflected as {ESAU JENKINS, Director,

Gm;l 'ARAWAN Music.Director, 'MCT @/— 75/ "

w& "Agent in CharGCON%MAL

o Looen 100 ..\‘ -
i r»f' "' f PO
RN ' e :

"\-‘r‘f
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‘ Inasmuch ne this club is operating a Voter Educa—
tion Internship Project, no investigation is being conducted
by the Savannah Office; however, it will be followed through
sources and any pertinent 1nformation 7111 be developed e

—_— .ﬂ S : : ~»=n:t¢: S ket

The requested to furnish the e
Savannah Offic Oxv1 eanny 1nformation developed»vw_

in this rega‘ri. .l

e . ?r .

T ’ The Knoxville Oftice is also requested to keep the‘*'”
Savannah Oftice advised of nctivities in thil rezard.- -
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{Type in plain text or code)

AIRTEL AJIR MAIL
. (Priority or,_lethod of Mailing)
------------------------ T
10 : _ DIRECTOR, FBI .
FROM : SAC, SAVANNAR “(100-512"3‘
SUBJECT: £2IIGHLANDER EDUCATION AND RESEARCH CENTEB

INFORMATION CONCERNING L

-

Bouthwide Voter Education internship project sponsored by

Uy
t

For the 1nfor-ation of the Charlotte Orfice, a 1964

ol {5/~ A ()

. IF-';-I ]
R - . . i {u ; -
- nggigtée )‘ . ' . ED{IOQ“H}éF _g f, o f

4 Highlander Research and Educatiofi Center is being held at the
zgea Island Progressive Club Center, Rjiver noggE gohns Island, _.
., from 7/6/64 througﬁ %/18/64, The second workshop begins
July 20, 1964 and ends August 1, 1964, The purpose of this
project is to put into practice what those attending learn ia
working with politically conscious Negro and white leadership
in Charleston and the surrounding sea islands. ,‘ . .
. The staff, of the Sea Island Progress; ve Clubgentar
o 1z compesed of ESAU INS who difector,. and GUY CARAWAN
f%ﬁﬁ; who is the music dir
b8
B o
'gaiM ; L niormation:

- Savannah . """-
e 'ALL |NFOMf|0'(CONTA|HED ‘s Jur’ 23 1954

- ,‘--" Spex:l 1 Agent in Cbcrqe — .
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Memorandum |
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U) susECT: GHLANDER EDUCATIQN AND
: ; . SN 2
“ _ ON CONCERNING

Re Savannsh Airtel te Bureau 7/24/64. . /g’
urnish /

Referenced airtel requested that

Savannah and Knoxville any information gdeve
regarding the above captioned erganisatien. Continued
contact with informants has failed te reflect any

additional information in this regard.

3 y a
/g/ Mun furnish any informatien received
; én this r the Savannah and Knoxville offices,

e 70§
_Z-Bureau (RM) . '
2-Savannab (100~-5152) (RM)
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[ 3 Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) .
. was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

wmr— Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies);
as the information originated with them. You will
Lo advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI.
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February 18, 1865

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director
Fedc;ral Bﬁregucof Investigation
Vashington, ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
Dear Mr. Hoover: HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIZD

DATE 3is|¥¢ BY

I am confused. . 3iss

A recent paid political ad in the Bgulder Daily Camera showed a picture
of Rev., Martin Luther King at théiighlﬁ—der Folk School, Monteagle,

Tennessee in 1957, The ad states that this is a communist school,
that some communist members were in attendance, that a Karl
Prussian charges that King 1s a member of 60 '"Communist Front'
organizations (whatever that is), etc. etc.

The ad further states that Karl Prussian was an FBI counter-spy
for 22 years.

These charges, while not specifically calling King a communist, are
serious.

Numerous letters to the editor of the Daily Camera have condemned the

article, praised the article, defended the right to publish it, etc. Few of

these writers have any basic facts to go on, I feel. A
N

Could you supply me with any information on this Highlander School? Its

founding, faculty, students, sources of income, etc. What was King's

participation? Was "Karl Prussian really an FBI member. Does King

belong to 60 such "front” organizations.
o® ¢/ 0U

I only want to become an informed citizen, and not have to rely on rumors,
half-truths, etc. -

——aant

i e i e ]

R
Any information would be greatly appreciated. T MAR 1719651
Respect[ully_ yours

o
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February 25, 1963

Your letter of February 16th has been received.

1 would like to be of service, information
contained in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential

in accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is
available for official use only. In view of this, I am sure you will
understand why I cannot comment concerning the subjects of your

inquiry. . :

I would like to point out that Karl Prussion assisted
tiis Bureau by furnishing information on subversive activities from
November, 1949, to July, 1958, during which time he was compensated.
He was not, however, a Special Agent of the FBL This Bureau is not
in a position to comment in any way whatsoever on his current activities,

statements or personal ventures.

I am enclosing some information which I hope you will
find of interest. _ 7 N

1894

-
KO0y sm_avau-u.a!a
G, N4 & (7814

(s | >
MALERR. Sincerely yours, = Iz
FEB 2 5 1965 J Bdgr Hoover =0 &
COMM-FBI *

Enclosures (6) ,
Our Heritage of Greatness
iime for Decision <

‘A . .r ____ Let's Fight Communism Sanely! ' 20N AR TR d/
° ———4-17-62 Internal Security Statement ; b
-; - Shall it be Law or Tyranny?

SEE NOTE PAGE TWO, _

T 0”"‘ . ALLINFORMATION CONTAINED b g /\\
N HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED Z

O ) | |
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NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. The Highlander Folk

School (HFS) has been the subject of numerous allegations that itisa .

communist school and the headquarters of communism in Eastern

W= Tennessee, due primarily to its racial character. These allegations ~~
Al have not been_substantiated. The Bureau is cognizant of the numerous

communist affiliations of personnel affiliated with the HFS, The Bureau
has not investigated this organization (61-7511-266,267). S
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kr, J. Bigar Hoover ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

b e vy Tvestigstion  LroFINIS UNCLASSIFIED

Femeyluania Ave. DATE _z/<|zdBY Skanmlod

Dear Mr. Hoover;

Because of recent controversy in oyfjcommmnity we are attempting to
accumalate factual information about th hlander Folk School of Mont~
eagle, Tennessee. We are concerned about this information as "1t relates

A T
i A

Slrf Il E7 e

LY

Following are the specific questions for which we need anspeys:

N LY

Vias there an act of legislature of the State of Tennessee fofclose

Lo 4 1. »
school?

T the Highlander Folk School, Monteagle, Tennessee, as a subversijy

2. If now what was the action taken by the State of Tennessee Rgajnst

the Highlander Folk School?
3. VWhat were the specifiec charges made against the Highlander Folk School

L. On the basis of what charge did Highlander Folk School lose its
. charter?

TR OO TTTET TR

S. Were there any communists on the Staff or Faculty of the Highlander
Folk School throughout 1957 or thereafter?

T

6. Are there now any communists on the Staff or Fac ulty of the Highland .

Educational Research Foundation in Knoxville, Tennessse?

P"\."’") w

7. Was there, to the best of your knowledge, any training given at the
Highlander Folk School, which was based on the principles of Varxism,
Leninism, Stalinism, or Commnism?

8. Can the F.B.I. say whether or not the Highlander Folk School, Konteagle,
Tennessee, or the Highland Educational Research Foundation, Knoxville, Tenn.
has in any way used methods or principles or any training of people in the

methods of Karxist, leninfst, Stalim.st or Conmunistic tg‘:t./;cs? /_‘) // -
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g.

10.
1.
12.
13.

c.C.

C ) C
Was Karl Prussian ever an agent of the F.B.I.?
If not an agent, what did he do for the ¥,B,Y.?
Was Manning Johnson an agent of the F,B.I.?7
If not an agent, what did he do for the F.B.I.?

Were they pald--if so how much?

Are either or both of them now, in any way, associated with the

F.B.Io? *

N, deB Katzenbach
George lMcCandless

)

L I e L T A e
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March 10, 1968 - .t
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AL garogwmon CONTAINED
| NISUNCLASSIFIED -\
 DATE ;_ls.iﬂ B oz g}@

Your Jetter of March 4th has been recelved.

Yifl 65 7 =
65 la )

0—-—

;g’ﬂ—-

With respect to your inquiries, faformation contained
{n the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accordance
with regulations of the Department of Justice and {s avallable for :
oificial use only. Thereiore, I trust you will onderstand why I am not
in a position to comment along the lines you have mentioned.

With regard to Karl Prussion and Manning Johnson,
1 would lke to polat out Prussion assisted this Bureau by furnishing
fnformation on subversive activities irom 1949 to July, 1958, while
Johnsor did likewise from 1942 to 1944, during which time they were

compensated; however, they were not Special Agents. Neither Prussioca
por Johnson has been connected with the FBI since these dates. Thelr

personal ventures and thelr opinions are strictly their own ancglthey-'m
is oot in a position to comment on these ia any way whatsoeverz ol

AR 1 01965
COMM-FBI

3 [—
Enclosed is soms literature T trust will be of YnBrest,
w m pinrmaas pae i ' = o
¥

e
_SInceroly yours, & x -.
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Domestic Intelligence -~ v Aot
Communism the Incredible Ehvindle . L s
- Faith in God--Our Answer to Communism - 3 fermalo
Our Heritiage of Greatness .. % . . - ¢
The Communism Menace ] j T

- - -, 5'

'.a'.

NOTE: Correspondent ig not identifiable !n Bntiles. Karl Pruaslon is well

. known to Bureau [iles as; Highlander Folk School and Martin Luther King.
Manning Johnson was a Party member from 1930 to 1939 and furnished
{nformation to this Bureau 1942 to 1944. According to public aources
inrormation, he died in July, 1959 (100 55627) ’
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3/10/65

Dear Mr. Hoover,

I have recently recieved a picture depecting
Mr Martin Luther King at the“Highlander Folk School. It says
inder this picture this school was cited as/subversive organization
by the state of Tennessee. This aictdro was carried by the Augusta
Courier on July 8, 1963 page 4. _ .

I would appreciate it if you could confu‘m this picture
and send any additional information if possible.

Thank you very much.

Iam,
Sincerely yours,
REcy e jd b
—é//,ﬁ’-l-’
° AR ‘],"m B
P
’ ' ,_)f
!L"‘S{LJL/ ad *, 3r-5~.(,5 - A
rﬁk/dﬂu INFORMATION CONTAINED
(- HEREIN IS ?NCLASSlFI
NATE ~lsiod BRYSP
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March 16, 1965

Your letter of March 10th has been received and I appre-
ciate the concern which prompted you {0 write me.

wWh t! T -IA ‘I l . n' nngls!nnnn #r y@i_’ Infermnf'lnn

contained in our files must be ma.lntained as confidential in accordance
with regulations of the Department of Justice. In view of this, I am sure
b you will understand why I cannot comment along the lines you have

N indicated. In addition, I hope you will not infer either that we do or do
o not have data in our files regarding the subject of your inquiry.

19 :!
NOON INIOY3H-0,734

Pt
B .
S,

o
- ﬁ In response to your requett, I am enclosing some material
.i_h;\ﬂ an tha sanaral tnnln of communism, You may algo wish to refer to my

vumswm.m N Sl - A W e e

books, "Masters of Deceit'" and "A Study of Communism. " The lormer
was written with the hope that it would help readers gain an insight into the
true nature of the communist conspiracy in this country. The latter
contains an analysis of international communist practices and contrasts

R

H
L

L )

T R AT T ,..
- i-!.':z' ah e 1‘- l§1 o 18 vk
At M TN Hea D

;5 totalitarian methods with life in a free country. These books may be
- } available at your local library. |

IE:} 11 Slnonral 8,

o8 MALED 19 )

S MAR 13 1965
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