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HigHT&nder Fo1k Sel " & N 7is an interracial
school located. at | _ » Tennessee, whic*
is primarily suppoy = ‘onations from
individuals ang fr: - junions in the form
of payments for §tuuiuro who attend. HFS is
not the subject of a investigation,
We have conducted gation of it in the
Past in view of a1 received that it wag
the headquarters for communist activities in
east Tennessee. OQur investigation failed to

i Recently the

sed a resolution

appointing a committee to investigate communist §
activities in the school,

Attached airtel refle




FD.98 (KaTT 12-13-56)
FBI STy 153
T e Mr. Rosen
D o /50 b ——
ate: tter_
- T e 2/12/ 59 . Mr. W.C.Sullivan
Transmit the following in ‘ ' Tele. Room
: (Type in plain text or code) . .. Mr. Holloman _
. : : Miss Gandy
AIRTEL AIRMAIL ———
(Priority or Method of Mailing)}
T0:  DIRECTOR FBI (61-7511)
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might have which would be pertinent to this investiga="-*-
concer reau's interest co T,
and merely accepted his remark. S R
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Directer, FBI (61-7511) ‘ DATE: 2/18/80
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ander Folk Scheel,

Honteagle, rbnnassoo
8-C :

Bewrlet 12/31/86 aad Knoxville
letter 1/31/87, tiened as
above (iatereffice).

yOu AXrS AWRIe, reau inszstructed

investigation of the nizhlunder Folk 8choel

is to be conducted and that it is net te be d:l.lcussed
with any person,pre or cea,
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S press release made that daie Dy airman, .
i ‘ Tenmessee Federation for Constitutional Government, entitled -
A"Joint‘Statement_gf_State.Qtfgggygrapd Organization Leaders
of the Tennessee Federation for ansti{ﬁtiénSI‘GQvefﬁméhf?"'
This statement sets out the fact that these men support the
proposal that a committee of the Tennessee State Legislature-
investigate the Highlander Folk School at Monteagle, Tennessee

and set forth the basis for their stand. S S
_ Enclosed for the Bureau and Knoxville are autostat
copies of this statement. o : : :
{ 2--Bureau (61-7511) (encl.-4) RM e
1- Knoxville (encl.-2) RM S e
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' JOINT STATEMENT OF STATE OFFICERS AND ORGANIZATION

LEADERS OF THE TENNESSEE FEDERATION FOR CONSTITUTIONAL . GOVERNMENT

In view of the past record of Highlander Folk School, it is no
surprise whatever tha? the Legislature should have in view a thorough
investigation of the institution, We heartily commend and support
their actlon, .

What is surprising 1s that an} informed citizens of Tennessee
would object to a action so obviously demanded in the interest of the
public welfare and already too léng delayed, In this connection we
refer particularly to a group of faculty me%bera of the University
of the South who in a public letter have attacked the good faith and
imprusned the motives of the duly elected members of our present
General Assembly, We deplore this display of academic gullibility
and folly. This group and a few other critics have been so 111-
advised as to accuse the Legislature of "McCarthyism™ and ™Witch
huntiné." We resent this insult offered to the Legiilaturé and the
people of Tennesaee,

The record of Highlander Folk School as a seat of agitation

4

and subversion is already well-documented up to 1954, through the

wlyd man s
Wk L L4 all

«- ~o¢ waerught up to date by careful inquiry, undertaken with special
reference to activities of the school in Tennessee., An historic op-"
portunity presents itself to the members of the Tenneassee Legislature,
They, and perhaps only they, with their intiqatq kpowladgp of Tennessee

-affaire, can finelly get to the root of théfﬁgouplq ttﬁBighllndor_Polk

'.E_'é‘t"‘*" - AN . P -
School, _;-r ‘E‘& S ‘Af_‘ I ' .
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In the Hearings of the U, S. Senate Sub-Comnittee on Internal
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Security of March 18, 19,.and 20, 1954, Highlander Folk School 1s
_revealed through sworn testimony bs having been d center of subiefsiv;
activity since 1940 or earlier. At these he?rings Paul Crouch, for
seventeen years a communist leader, former Communist’'District Organirzer
for North Carolina, South Carolina and Tennessee, testified as follows:

"Senator Eastland: 'What 1s the Highlender Folk School?!

"Mr, Crouch: 'The Highlander Folk School is a school oﬁerated
at Monteagle, Tennessee ostensibly as an independent labor school but
actually working in close co-operation with the Communist Party.'"™

On March 19, 1954 Mr,., Crouch testified that in 1940 as Communist
c-gwsiewwT, he met with Myles Horton, James Dombrowski and Ed McCrea,
the Nashville Oréanizer of the Communist Party and "later my successor
83 Tennessee Organizer," at Highlander Folk School, Mr, Crouch said
in reference to this meeting that "The Communist Party was anxious
tc get the maximum results from Highlander Folk School without sndan~-
gering Mr, Horton or anyone,"

¢rcuch explained that ", . , if it were to become public knowledge

=i Lhe Highlander Folk School was co-operating top closely with the
Ceommurist Party and carrying on too much cpen Communist propaganda
{ .5uld endanger its funds and its support . . ." (Pages 125-126)

On Page 135 of the official recorded Hearings of the Senate )
siVesiligaiiva Mr, Arens, Counsel for the Committee, asked Mr. Crouch
The T21lowing question: )

"¥-~ Awangs 'What conferences did you have there ZEighlander
Folk School/? What was the purpose of the conferences? What was
accornlished in these ‘conferences at the Highlander Folk School?!

"Mr, Crouch: 'The purpose of the conference was to work out a

plar e which thelDaily Worker (Official Communist Newspaper) would

(more )

s
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be purchased by the school., They would be made accessible to the students,:
that everywhere possible the instructors would refer to the Daily Worker,
to news that had come in it, to encourage the studenta to resad it, and
it was agreed that the Communist Party should have a student, a leader,
sent there as a student whose ij i1t would be to 1ook around for pros-
pective recrults, and Mildred White, now in Washington, D. C, was
selected to attend the Highlander Folk School for the purpose of recruiting
for the Communist Party and carry}ng the Communist Party line among the
student body there,!

“Mr, Arens: fYou said it was agreed? Who agreed?!

®Mr, Crouch: 'Mr. Horton and Mr, Dombrowski,?

"Mr, Arens:; 'Did you ever solicit Mr, Horton for membership in the
Communist Party?! -

"Mr, Crouch: 'I digd,!
"Mr, Arens: 'Tell the circumstances of that solicitation and what
transpired.! - ‘!
"Mr, Crouch: 'At that meeting after w§ discussed the.;BhOOI I
e3ked Hr. Hortont to become a formal member of the Communist ?arty and
nis reply was, as near as I can recall his words, 'I'm doing you just
&8 much good now as 1 would-if I were a member of the Communist Party,
i am often asked if I am a Communist Party member ana I always say 'no',
I feel muchrsafer in having no fear that evidence might be uncovered to
Y- = intc the Communist Party, and therefore 1 prefer not to becoms
a member of the Communist Party,t" (Page§ 135-136)

Crouch also 1dentified Rev. Don West and Myled Horton as "original
founders" of the Highlander Folk School but said West had earlier left

to engage in Soclalist and Communist work in Georgia, North Carolina

and Kentucky.
{more)
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On Page 150 of the Senate Hearings Mr. Horton couldn't "“remember®
whether the above mentioned Mildred White was a student at Highlander

.Folk School but said if she was "she was sent by a union, not by the

Communist Party., We accept no students from the 00mmunis£ Party and
never have,"

Thereupon Mr, Hortoq, who now offers to be so co-operative with
the Legislature of Tennessee, grew so obstreperous at Senator Eastland’s
questioning on Mildred White that the senator ordered the marshal to
e ject Horton from the room, (Page 151, Senate Hearings, March, 1954)

Mo T Ao oo e _ - ___
EX=3-J w

above quotations are only a small portion of the evidence
printed in Congressional records up to 1954,

The Tennessee Leglslature has the right ané the duty té inguire
into more recent activities of Highlander Folk School,.ﬁarticultrly
into the widely publicized meeting of the summer of 1957, This meeting
has not yet been investigated., It was attended by a number of well-
imown Communists, fellow-travelers, leftists, and well known agitators
from points of friction in the South,

The Tennessee Legislature has the right and duty to inquire whether
there is e connection betwe
and incitements to disorder 6ccurr1ng at Clinton, NRashville, Little
Rock, Atlanta,'montéomery, and other places,

The Tennessee Legislature has the right and duty to inquire whether,
by reason of, its activities and policies, Highlander Folk School 1s
acling in violation of Tennessee laws or is conspiring to violate our
laws, |

When the facts have been duly determined by such inquiry as the
Leaglslature, the sovereign governing body of Tennesseey; may undertake,

1t can then be decided whether the school
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subject to pfbsecution for creating a public nﬁilanoe and oon;tiiuting

a threat to the peace and tranquility of Tennessee.

r

Signed:

Professor Donald Davidson, Vanderbilt University
Chancelor Wayne Cox of Henry County

Bob Murray, Mayor of Huntington

District Attorney Genersl Dave Murray of Jackson
Dr. John M. Aden of Vanderbilt University

Ben I, King, Former U, S, Marshal of Gibson Coumty

Bob Gulnn, Contractor of Hardin County

Roy Boyd, Clerk and Master of Tipton County ' v
Dick German, District Attorney General of Crockett *

John McNail,: Gibson County Banker

Ewing J, Harrls, Former State Senator of Hardeman County

A. 5. Inghram, President, Tennessee Federation, Madison County

Frank Daniels, Lion 0il Executive of Jackson
Henry Vaughn, County Clerk of Tipton
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W, E. Michaels, Attorney and Author of Sweetwater ’
Dick Burrow, Jr,, American Legion Anti-Subversive Committee
C., C. Bradley, Insurance Executive of Nashville

George Nolan, Manufacturer of’ Nashville

Robert Hardee, Esq;, Magistrate of Madison County

John Sanford, County A,torney of Lauderdale

Robert Thomas, Aytorney of Lauderdale : .

L. L. Dennis, Merchant of Tipton

"Robert E. Lee Galimore, Former State Senator of Weakley
Dean Grooms, Former Speaker of the S,nate of leakloy

: W, M, Miles, Former Siate Senator of Obion

| Prentice Wynn, Lake County Land Owner

- E, T. Palmer, Mayer of Dyersburg

Hugh Patten, Planter of Haywood

Ted Cunliffe, Secretary, Tennessee Federation, Madison County
Charles Stanfield, Comtractor of Jackson .

Rev. E. R, Warhurst of Jackson .

C. W, Miles, III, Attorney of Obion

John W. Hart, Attorney of Obion ' : -
R. D, Fry, Attorney of Oblion ,

W. M, Allison, Banker of Lake County

Clay F. Wynn, Land Owner of Lake County

Rev, Wallace R, Terry, Nashville

cues ter Mason, Realfor of Nashville .

Leonard B, Cash, Businessman of Nashville . )
Rev, Truman Rouse of Jackson 2
Steve Carter, Planter of Madison County

L. V. Dubose, Businessman of Nashville

Dr., Hughes Chandler of Jackson

Travis Pegues, Planter of Madison County

Lloyd Harris, Ginner and Planter of Hardin

Dr. John Morris, Fayette = .

Virgili Luck, Ginner of Fayette

R. C. Ferguson, Planter of Henderaon

Jack Kershaw, Vige Chalirman, Tonnessee deoration, Nashville

-
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Hightander Probe

Measure Signed ?

2 From Shelby Ve
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NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Gov.
Buford Ellington today signed a
‘joint  House-Senate resolution
lealling for an investigation ot
:the Highlander Folk Schoo! in
lGrundy County.

Shortly afterward, Senats

iSpeaker Wiiliam, D, Baird and
!House Speaker James L. Bomar
jannounced the appointment of a
‘five-man committee to conduct
|the probe. :
' Commiiiee members sie Sens.
.Barton Dement of Murfressbore,
iLawrence Hughes of Arlington
.and Reps. Alan Hanover of
‘Memphis, Carter Patteny of
:Chattanooga and Harry Lee Sep-
‘ter of Bristol, a!l Democrats.

*I want this investigation to

‘reflect dignity on this body. as
{I am sure it will."* Bomar said.
‘It should be thoro and com-
Pplete.”
\ He directed the committee to
report its findings at this ges-
sion of the General Assembiy.
An sppropriation of 35000 was
approved to pay expenses of the
.investigation.

The resolution alleged that
lsubversive activities have been
;eentered around the interracial
'school in past years.

Mylezs Horion, director of the

’schoo!, has denied any Commuy-’
'nist link and called for a syt

‘investigation.
| .
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion.

B/Deleted under exemption(s "g 7 _ with no segregable

material available for re]eabo to you.

~ 1 Information pertained only to a third partv with no reference to yvou or the subject of your request.

L_i Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

U] Document{s) originating with the following government agenevi(ies) ., .
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

—  FPageis) referred for consultation to the following government agencyties);
— o a5 the information originated with them. You will

e uavised of availability upon retern of the material to the FBIL

— . Page(s) withheld for the following reason{s):

= Vor your information: Lﬁ Toc Fr Ceny 77?'/_29 /?‘" Y

7
"!pe following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:
o~ -1 24/

h Il Tl T o .
XXAAXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
¥ DELETED PAGES) X
¥ NO DUPLICATION FEE ¥
TN X FOR THIS PAGE X
):4:6:9:0.6:0.6.6.4.9.0.0.6.0.0.6.0.¢ 4
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material available for release to vou.
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. was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agencylies),
- as the information originated with them. You will

be advised of availability upen return of the material to the FBIL

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):
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Your letter of !‘ebruary 16, 1959 ha.s been e
received,

I appreciate your enclosing the cop, of th. ;,,.I'_, o
item on th der Folk Schoal | |

vy
v

While I would like to be of servlce, the function
of this Bureau as strictly a fact-gathering agency does not - -n
extend to furnishing evaluations or clearances of individuals,
publications or organizations. Supplying data of the type you - ol
requested, in effect, would constitute an approval or disapproval
of fae group you named; therefore, I am unable to answer your

PECE B

WOOY BNIOVIY:

inquiry. I hope you will not infer in this regard that we do or -
dO"not have ln our files the information you deslre
'U T 'f;_-;, f‘..k..} -: e '~_f
3:- o - ' smcerely yours, -
&3 c s 'iv A J- Edgar Hoov-ep R o, s

BEE N

NdTE. not ident1f1ab1e in Bufiles. We ha?E receiveda =~ -
number of copies of the item he enclosed wh1ch deafs w1th an .
interracial school in Tennessee. R
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Transmit the following in

{Type in plain text or code) L

AIRTEL © AIRMAIL °
{Priority or Method of Mailing} .
e et ettt ettt
—p, T0: DIRECTOR, FBI  (61.7511) o -
FROM: ' BAC, KNOXVILLE. (61-12) . = = -
HIGHLANDER FOLE SCHOOL, . T U "
MONTEAGLE, TENNESSEE _ o : | e
IS - X | __ o b«'

Re Knoxville airtel to Bufeau, dated February 13,
1959, - ' ‘ : o

There is submitted herewith one copy of news article
entitled "Probe of School Opens Saturday", which appeared in the
February 20, 1959, issue of the Chattanooga Times. The article
reflects that District Attorney General J. M. McCARTT of Wartburg,
Tennessee, will serve as counsel for the 1nvestigating committee,

B S ~ 4 GEARTY = . - g«
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o AI ‘ S
] HEREIN
i DATEJ

3 - BUREAU (Enﬁ 1)
1 - KNOXVILLE
ils R
53!/94 "

TOZMARS 25? .

Approved:
: Speciq{ Agent in Charqe C e
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. e HOO Etlizabeth Hawes, James Domhi-|
e PROBE OF SG L browski, Rupert Hampton mdi
, sl - Malcolm Ghizolm, , :
N OPENS S ATURD AY Chisolm was described by}
n A o committee member as a former
g _— Chattanocoga resident who died
. H H fighting for the loyalists in the
r isit to Tracy City Is First| 0t civit war i 1935-36.
Order of Business for The visit to Tracy City was
) “Hightander Study proposed as an informal prg-
: — i ceeding during which explor
" From Cheltancops Times Bureas tory operations will be ¢
s/ NASHVILLE —The Legisla-|ducted.
1| ture’s select committee to inves-; ~ ——

tigate the Highland Folk School
decided Thursday to make a -
visit to Tracy City early Batur-
day to begin its inquiry.

The committee decided against
a visit to the adult educatjonal
institution at Monteagle, and
the plan was reported to involve
discusslons with severs] Crundy
County residents who claim to
have information aboui the
school.

This first major step in the
committee's inguiry came after
Dist. Atty, Gen. J. M. McCartt
of Wartburg agreeéd to serve as
general counsel without compen-
sation. Lo '

McCartt, a Republican, was
retained by the committee,
which is composed of five Dem-
ocrats,

Hopton to Assist
In another development, W. E.
.{Bud) Hopton, director of the
iTennessee Bureau of Criminal
'Identification, agreed to supply
agenis to assist in the ingquiry.
Hopton’s agents are expected
to visit Montezgle and other
points in that vicinity over the
weekend and draw up a list of
prospective witnesses for the
committee to question in its first CHAT, TiviLs
public hearinge here next week,
The agents will submit names, -
and the committee will issue or- %.2D~ ) q
ders for the witnesses to report.
The committee met briefly
'during the morning for a dis-
cussion of materials already in
its hands but McCartt failed to
arrive in time for this session.
So another meeting was held
later in the day for a further!
review of this material, which;

consisted largely of pamphlets, ™
newspaper clippings and trans- ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
cripts of testimony from f;gi : '"-':‘l CinotTiAy Q00T
eral agencies and congressio ICTIAL T LA Qs
;:onl:mitétees whichl ha!dt hadte; th\C“\ o Ul\uLﬁ\uOll IED
Jook at the racially integra
school in times gone by. DATE_.Q}_&#.&(. BY Jp
The committee has obtained a IR
certified copy of the achool's
charter, which was issued by
the secretary of state in 1834,
It authorizes.operatioh of & non-
profit corporation for “adult
worker education, training of
“ rural and industrial leaders and ; ", ,_)
-3 s~ =
i/

"

general acedemic education.”

F 3 4 ” —
i” Listed ma incorporators are -~ ~ 2/ o~
]Mylel Horton, t school’s é / / /
“~iader 'and 8 director;

" | ENCLOSURE




arch 5, 1959

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover

Director

The Federal Bureau of Investlgation
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Hoover,

mnen’

L1

MOD o

Fifteen professors at Sewanee have been under

fire locally for supporting the
‘{?76’ C)nghlander Folk School during an investigation by

& legislative committee of the State of Tennessee.

The Charleston News and Courijier has written numerous

editorials attacking Ejghlander and the professors for

stating their belief that the school is not communist,
- The editorials have been most abusive in the criticism
L of the professors, and I feel that the newspaper editor
woulk like to have these professors disassociate them-
selves from the Highlander investigation or be removed
from their positions at Sewanee,

4P
N FA N

You no doubt handle thousands of requests like
this one, but I feel that in defence of a cherished
institution, the University of the South, I should
seek your advice. I would find it very helpful if !
anything could be made available to me that has been or -
could be made public concerning the status of Highlander
Folk School so far as the Federal Bureau of Investigation
is concerned. I have long heard that nghlander has
I have also heard that the State Department routes
visitors to the Tennessee area there.

With best wishes, I am,

r-n~ALL INFORMATIZ! CONTAINED Yy
HEREIN IS UNCLASSE 2

N
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Your letter deted Mrch S, 1959, hss deen

received &nd your nterest sad econcers fn this mstter .
sre indeed eppreciated. . : - o

Frile I would like to be of service, I must
edvise that tafermaitfon ta the Jiles of this Bureau i
xatntained 88 confidentis] and svatladle Jor africial
= zse only In scecordance with & regulatton of the '
Depariment of Justice. I regret, therefore, thst
T am unable teo be of sesistance to you,

' I an sure pox will understend the Becesstity.
L Jor this poltey snd will not infer Decause of my
inabdility to be of sssistance that we do er de met
et d have $n our files the tnformatien you deairs.

e MLINFORMATIONCONTAINED - sincerery yours, P2
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Enclosed is & copy qf the cerrcspondent'a‘:;Qg?
communication, Bufiles contain no 1denttftab1¢ data ~‘_' _
concerntng the correapondent._* C o T . .o

Fbr the iqformatton of the Shuannah Qﬁfice, G
the Highlander Folk School ot lMonteagle, Tennessee, . -~
reportedly is supported primarily by donations of
individuals and labor unions In the form of payments
Jor studenis attending i{tas courses. It offers courses
of instruction in labor erganizations, social eccnomics, "
and general field of l1abor e2ducation., It has had Communist
Party members on its stayff{and has accepted communists
as students, However, ii has never offered courses of '~
ingtmuection in communism ner has the Comnmunist, Party ever
succeeded in gaining control of the school, e to tts
interracial charccter, it has been the subject of numerous
allegations that it repregents the headguarters gf cemmunisnm
in &£ast Tennessee. These allegations have never been :
substantiated. The Bureau has in the past conducted an

—3investigation of the school and its officials based upon
conplaints of communist activities at ithe school., Much

of the subuversive derogatory information cencerning the . -
school was later repudiated by the persons previoualy )
furniahtng the imformatton._yﬁw??r.,.‘“_ e o e Hﬁ,:,fft
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_ ...+ The school in recent years has been severely . . .. .
criticized by the Georgia Commission on Fducation and % .7 .
the Comnission has given wide circulation of a four- ) :
page folder on the school relating to a Labor Day,- - ‘
1857, meeting. The Eommisaion refers to it as & .~ . - _ T
communist training school. On January 28, 1956, the .7
Denncassee State Legialoture passed a -resolution - & - -~ T

appointing a committee io investigate communiat ‘ a

activities at the achool. . . = . Ll oo o0
) __.WMM e

* i b N
h .

(61-7511)

&};Eé%; o . DThe above ts furnished for your information. .. .. .
o = The Savannoch and Enorville Officesaare cautioned to dbe --i:07 -«
U _ most circumspect in the handling of inAquiries conceTa= . _ -. .
Ry . "ing the Highlander Folk School and be certain the ' S
Do pSIEE™. . Bureau does not become involuved in thia controversy.ts o

P T T <
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viges ofesasors at this
TOT, er pire for supporting the Highlander
‘$1k School during an investigation by legislaotive committee -
%t the State of Tennessee. Being concerned with the well-
. ;Qwing end protection of the University of the South,he ... -
"% inquires whether the Bureau can furnish him information |
which can be made public concerning the status of the -

Highlander Folk School insofar as the FBI is concerned. |
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PR In view qf the eztrc%e!y controveraial

nature of the Highlander Folk School,ttaepcat_d
attacks upon {t by the Georgia Commission of<: "~

Edqucation and the most recent investigation by &“‘

a committee of the Tennessee State Legislature,

e files confidential reply will best aerve the .;-

Bureau'a interest in thia matter.:,_,'
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Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D.C.

Dear Sirw

We understand that the Fe Bureau of Investigation
hag made an investigation of the Highlander Folk Schogl at
Monteagle, Tennessee., As an agency of the Knoxville Minis-
terial Association and concerned citizens of Tennessee s We

are anxious to have all pertinent information which you are
able to give us relative to this school.

There have been widespread accusations of disloyalty
directed against the Highlander School, We feel that if
these accusations are founded in fact, we as citizens and
lzaders of our churches need to know it; and if they are not
founded in fact, we wish to be in a position to presdnt to
the public the true picture,

MAR 17 1958

Respectfully yours,

Yo

/

_.L.\'b‘l
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED /

REC. 23
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED _
DATE_3|2 Bym%@ é/ TS 7
I | — —-L
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. HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED -
DATILlLJiLB sz%l?é
—BY 24 SIBT

© " Your letter dated March 14, 1959, has
been received and the motive which prompted your
communication is tndeed apprcctated. . _

While I lvould like to bc of auz‘atancc, Co e

the FBl gas & Jucb-yubrwrouy Ggency

Frivmad §a - o
wa..v’. UJ

& ha

Dfiﬁ

does not extend to Jurnishing evaluations er
. comments concerning the character or iIntegrity of
.any fndividual, organization or pubdlication. -
Purthermore, iInformation In the fi{les of this
Bureau is maintalned as confidential and availadle
Jor offictal use only In accordance with a regulation

of the Department of Justice. I regret, therefore, .
that I am unadble to comply with your requect for -

information. Caa .

L

I am sure you -lu understand the necessity - .
Jor this policy and will not infer from u’yntnabuu e
~ to be of assistance that we do or do not ve In our - -
Jiles tke tn.formtlon you deﬂrc. .‘, o P g;:
o .
R Stnccrcly youra. -,-,:.: - NI
> AILED ‘"*" T
R 3 o l e wE =
G 7o | MAR2 31950 1 ©_ iEdgsr Ham;l’“!ﬁ; 2
g Ty = . John i
o o 1‘50:&0 § z
— f Knoxville (E‘nclosure) SEE NO.'[E‘ PAQEMEOU Mx &2
L — nm" NOTE ON YELLOF, PAGE‘ b y s U
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Encloaed is a copy qf correapondent'a letter,
Bufiles contain no {identifiable data concerning the

corresiondent and no deroiatori iniirition —

Former Assistant to the Director L. B. Nichola
spoke before this Association in 1937. (94_1,2139)

The Hiah]ander j’glk .S'ch 91 lionteagle, Tenn
is well known to your affice._'_ o .
X . e S

.The aboue data is furniahed,far your tnformatian

lh
o
1
o

énly.

e 3 ~ NOTE ON fELLor- o e

o of numerous alzegationa that it 18 & communist school and .
e the headquarters of communism in east Tennessee, due .
b primarily to its interracial character. These allegations -
W | have never'been substantiated, It has been given wide M
: publiciiy by the Georgic Commission on Education which

tssued G pamphlet chargig it is a communist training-
PN school. On January 28, 1959, the Tennessee State Legislature
2 passed a resolution appotnting a committee to tnvesttgate
Pl the school., (61-7511) . - : .

gif'~% ' The Hiahlanderdrolk Schoal has been the subj t

In view of the eztramely controveraial nature of .
T this school, the past attacks upon it by the Georgic e
Pl Commisasion on Education and the pending inquiry by the- = it
3 Tenneasee State Tenia?a'rurp- 'Hm ahoye ren?n is bel ipgpﬂ Wi
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BAC, SHudnNg o | \ April 29, 1958
Director, FBI 4“'\,*1' ENTIAL
RO

when SENNNND ~as 10 Washington el
he talked with Assistant Director C. 1. Deioach ancd ird:cated that he

was Interested in the-Highlander Fulx school at Monteagle, Tennessee. @7@
H 18 desired that you contuct D i 2 highiy contidential basis

and advise him that this school has nLeen the subject ot 4 great deal of \
controversy.

2
=%

L.

You may tell (NP t0at the schous ~lfers covises .é?{_'_:

Al of wnstruction in social economics, labor organization and labor ot aii..
- :‘50 Furthermore, it has had Communist i'arty menbers on its.statf pod has o
*_._1[% accepted communists as students. It should be puinted out, however, that '
Ay - i

]
|
i

the Cummunist Party has never succeeded wn gaining control of the school ‘
£ z‘: nor does the school offer courses of instruction 1o cormunsmn. |Yi,, view \Y
of its interraclal character, there have been many aiiegations tnat it -

~

represents tne headquarters of communisn. 1\ edster: ennessee.
alleyation has never been substantiated.

il

ATION CONTAINED

N
\"\

4
It should be pointed out to NG 24! 0 recent "‘fé?“"
years, the school has been severely criticlzed by the Geurgia Commission
on kEducation, and the Commission bas given wide circulation of a four-
page {oider relating to a Labor Day n.eeting in 1957.

Mm vt BV A

Attached are Photostats of some items which you may make é
avallable to They include the following: (1) a Photostat of a
clipping from The Chattanooga Times, February 20, 1959, (2) a Photostat ;
of the above-mentioned paper put out by the Georgia Commission on Education, '
and (3) a Pbotostat of an article from The Chattancoga Times for February 11, -
1859. You should advise the Bureau of the results of your contact with

e 7

Tohun _,E
m..:. I - —(su M
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W.C. Rullivan __
Tele. Koom ___
datdoeen
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APR29 1959
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM i UNITED STATES wuuvaavivasd

TO Director, FBI (61-7511) DATE: 4-2-59 MW’”

FROM AC, Memphis (61-34) Rep z;f

SUBJECT: HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL

re _ v
Aid =

Knoxville Origin

Transmitted herewith is a letterhead memorandum contain- ‘é'.lp

349

- " T R T e v gy e e
P gy TR AR R T R K Y ity

M T SR N [IPER L . [
Lo - LA . ) g Ml
o : Lt .

! 4D
s :; ALY, COPIES REGISTERED MAIL @GS)U ,/
2% ST *
{07 2« Bureau (61-7511) (encl. 1- New Haven(info) (encl.-1)
B 2~ Knoxville(ﬁl 12) (encl. -2) 1- New York(info) "(encl.-1)
Mol e 1- Atlanta(info) (encl.-1) 1- Norfolk(info) (encl.-=1)
fa 1t 1- Boston(info) (encl.-1) 1- Phil*adetphia(info) (encl.-1)
—— 1~ Chicago (info) (encl.-1) 1- San Franciséo(info) (encl.-1)
1~ Dallas(info) (encl.-1) - St, Louas(info) (encl.-~1)
*  Jacksonville(info) (encl.-1) Memph1°(61—3J J
1~ Little Rock(info) (encl.-1) j—7¢ MFJ e
1~ Los Angeles(info) (encl,-1) '3_ '
1=~ Louisville(info) (encl.-1) a/k A0 .
1~ Mobile(info) (encl.-1) ///’ (S T 2 d
1~ Newark(info) (encl.-=1) Bﬁﬁ'_lﬁ - — ——
D “ 34 APR 6 1359
e ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED T
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In Reply, Please Refer to
File No.

June 8, 1959

Mr. Cartha D. Deloach
Assistant Director

Federal Bureau of Investlgation
Washington, D. C.

Dear Deke:

investigation of it 1is to be conducted.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Post Office Box 948
Savannah, Georgla

g

I have had our files checked on the John's
Island branch of the Highlander Folk School, and
I hope that the attached information will be of
help.

As you know, the Bureau has instructed that
we are not to get involved in any controversy
relating to the Highlander Folk School, and no

Enclosure

el _
Y L
\%" R BB T
bog | 42 Jun 23 %0
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED_— -~ <=

HEREIN 1S UilCLAS
DATE_G/<

Sincerely,

SIFIED
BYJ&%@
XSS



HIGHLANDER FOLX SCHOOL
JOHN'S ISLAND BRANCH

The Knoxville Office, by letter dated
January 21, 1957, advised that the files of that office
pertaining to the Highlander Folk School disclosed no
information received from any volunteer sources regarding
any "experimenting" on John's Island on the part of the
Highlander Folk School. The file did disclose that various
sources had volunteered information that the school holds
reasions of study during the summers which are called "work
shops", It was reported that persons from various sections
of the country had been in attendance at such sessions.
Among the toplcs listed for discussions at the work shop
held in 1956 were "Positive ResiStance, Registering and

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED R N d a ’/

LOOTIRLIQ D] AQQINITN

Yok s din !

UNLLAdDITICD (2 ¢ ‘
DATE <=/ [ BY= P GIOJ 0 TE




voting, Jolnt Committee Activity, Transportation, Housing,
Parks and Action Through Churches", It was not known'
whether the "experiments" on John's Island had any relatlon
to these work shops,

The following article captioned "Classes Wkt
Here Sponsored by Folk School", by OTISYPERKINS, appeared in—"
the News and Courler, a dally newspaper 'dyblished in Charleston,
South Carolina, on March 11, 1959:

"Interracial Highbhnd Folk School,
which has been under investigatiIon in Tennessee,
has sponsored citizenshlp classes among Charleston
County Negroes for the last two years.

"Phe latest of such classes was
completed on John's Island last Thursday. Similar
classes ~—all plugging registration and voting --
also have been held on Edisto Island and Wadmalaw
Island.,

"Reports of the classes had been
rumored here for sometime, Their operation was
verified yesterday by the man who helped set them

up,

"He is Esaw Jenkins, a soft-spoken,
mild-mannered Negro leader of John's Island.

Jenkins, who missed formal educa-
tion, says there's nothing secret or ulterior
about his own brand of private education, He
gives the impression, himself, of being educated,
which grew from private tutoring as an adult,

- S




"iye only want to make them better
citizens,' he told this reporter on the 1sland last
night. 'The main thing 1s to teach them voting,

We want them to understand how to vote intelligently.
We teach them what they ought to know so that when
they go down there to register there won't be any
embarrassment, !

"The robust Negro leader spoke as he
sat in the rear seat of an automoblle in front of
Wesley AME Church about nine miks northwest of
Charleston on Rlver Road.

"Strangely, not a single white person,
including the county school superintendent or even
officials of the Islands' Citlzens Counclls, had
any direct knowledge the Negro adult classes were
being helad,

"Jenkins, an honor member of the
National Assn, for the Advancement of Colored People,
sald he long had been interested in the Negro people
of John's Island, where he grew up.

"He sald he heard about the Highlander
School and its operation sometime before the classes
d -

"In 1955, two white girl students
of the Tennessee school came to Charleston. They
sat with Negroes to observe court procedure,

They were admitted integrationlsts.

"Jenkins recalled they vislted his
John's Island home while here, He sald also that
Myles Horton, founder and director of Highlander
Folk School, had visited in Charleston County.
Horton last was here about a year ago, Jenkins sald,

"Jenkins said he approached Highlander

on setting up adult classes here.
"Highlander personnel, according to

reports, came here and set up the school and then
left them to local leadership. Jenkins said the

- 3 ==
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A
teacher at John's Island is Bernice Robinson, 5 Gi'ﬂn
who 1s paid by the foundation through’/Highlander -~
Folk School, He Bays the teachers at Wadmalaw
and Edisto Islands also apparently work under the

same arrangement,

"She declined to discuss details
of the operation last night, saying such would
have to come from Highlander, The arrangement
by which teachers are pald and the number of
students enrolled also are avallable only through
Highlander records at the school's Monteagle,
Tenn., headquarters, she sald,

"The class sessions, whith last
about three months for each group of students,
are held two hours nightly in a buillding formerly
owned by the John's Island School District, The
property was purchased by Jenklns, who also operates
a grocery store 1in front of the structure housing
the classroom,

"Subjects, besides voting, include
reading, writing and sewling, Jenkins reported.
He said several men and women students can nelther
read nor write, Some progress well, be added.

"Jenkins teaches the voting classes,
which are held in conjunction with the Palmetto
State Voters Assn, The association meets each
Monday night, Its purpose, llke that of the
classes, 1s to promote Negro reglstration and
voting.

"Students of the classes and persons
attending the assoclation meetings, are given sample
South Carolina voter registration application blanks,

"The forms are explalned point-by-
point and line by line. 'We also try to teach them
the meanlng of some of the words,' Jenkins said,

"The next classes will be held in
December, Jenkins said. He explalined that they
are held for the period of December through Feb-
ruary because no farming is being done durlng that
periocd.

- a-




“Many of the people attending the
classes, one John's Islander reported, are com-
pletely illiterate., They come in from remote
sections, 'Some of them never have seen the clty,'
he explained. 'They have no idea what's going on
outside thelr section.!

"Jenkins, in answer to a question,
said he didn't believe Horton of the controversial

I T armAdase malieanT 4o & st s Tarlrsrdmm aandAd
n.Lé[LJ.GLI.U.CL DWIIWVW,L L9 @G LVUWUHUWILILD Vv, JTIMLILD Dd\L
Horton never did or said anything as far as he

knew to indicate he was a Red,

"The school has been accused of
harboring subversive elements and of being a
breeding ground for agitators. It faces the loss
of its charter as a privately operated institution
as a result of the 1lnvestigation by the Tennessee

ol W

"1We dontt believe in violence,!
Jenkins said of his association., 'We tell our
people to be respectful, This thing (integration)
can't be done over night, It's a revolution.
There's no use of us fighting over it.' He sald
the Highlander school hadn't suggested the classes
as a tool of integration,

"Jenkins owns, besides the grocery,
a restaurant in Charleston and some buses, He 1s
a leader of the Wesley Church,

"He says he hopes to start a Negro
housing project on the i1sland -- to get Negroes out
of shacks.

MMaybe that would serve as an example
and they'd try to build better houses,' he commented,
Jenkins says he belleves in teachling by example. He
has put three children through college, and has one
child in high school and another 1n grammar school,
He says he hopes other Negroes will do likewise.,"

—
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: '-,". Oﬁ%‘e Mer. .~ dwum « vnior Y VERNMENT
Y Director, FBI (61-12) pare:  8/11/59

SAC, Knoxville (61-12)

{S%IGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
Is - C

Enclosed are two coples of newspaper

clippings appearing in The Chattanooga Times,
S a daily publication, Chattanooga, Tennessee, on
. August 2, 1959, page 1, concerning this school.
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ARRESTED NRAD

Padlock Petition Against
School Being Prepared
After Whisky Found

Special lo The Chattanoopa Times
MONTEAGLE, Tenn.—Armed

late Friday night from a jus-
tice of the peace at his home,
and state officers led
by Dist. Atty. Gen. A. F. Sloan
raided the controversial High-
lander Folk School near here

Soobnly

ed by 30 or more Negro couples

!xe was preparing a padlogk
i' etition against the school, §o
ife presented in court “wi
(R nexy few days.y :
|? Mrs. Septima P.#Clark,
jwho identified herself as di-
irector of education at the
rest after officers discovered
quantities of whisky and gin
on the property.

eg young men, who re-
iportedly interfered with the of-
-|ficers in their efforts to take
‘Mrs, Clark into custody, also

P

FATHGHANIR (Eree e

Jwith search warrants obtained’

and broke up a banquet attend-|

and several white persons. }
Sloan disclosed Saturday that

\
|

| \:
‘ also Include & request for an or-

were arrested and taken to the,

Grundy County jail In Alta-!
. mont. )
Releassd on Bend

Brgnt_Eugene~Bagkadale,., 22,
of Los Angeles: Guy Hughes

Angeles, an _entertainer with
some renown as 8 folk singer
and musician, and Perry Mac-
Kay~®turges, 84, Shelter Island}:
Heights, NY. | s ppee iV000

The men, as well as others at
the school, had been participating
workshops conducted by the instl-
tution which has admitted its
strong advocacy of racial Integra-
tion. [ ’

Atty. Gen. Sloan said the pad-
lock petition against the school
would be presented to Circuit
Judge C. C. Chattin, explaining
that the school then would have
tive days to appear in cour! and
answer the petition.

Tye nitorney gemeral ﬁ}\ms

|

petiffon “in all likelihood': wpuld

‘Se§ Pzre Eleven, Column Une

v AS AAEW T

" ARRESTED IN RAID

r R

' From Page One

der that the charter of Highlander
be revoked. If such en order were
issued, It would be directed to ﬂ:ei
secretary of state, ) ‘
A legislative Investigaling
committee earlier this year con-:
cluded its probe of the school;
by urging action leading toward
revocation of the charter.

=

his padlock petition that the
school §s a "'public nuisance” and
is “‘engaging in law viclations” by

f
|
E

end other intoxicating beverages
in a dry county, :

cash bonds for appearance at!
& preliminary hearing next
Thursday at 4 pm. in Alta.

Jonn P. Wright, who issued

the search warrants, N
Mra. Ciark’s bond was sct

at $500 on the whisky posses-

sion chargs. The men, rdlesgad

under bond of $250 each on
charges of drunkenness, Inter-
fering wikeaifigers and reaist-
ing arrest, were Identified as

All were released early Sat- \
r,urday morning afler posting'

Mrs. Clark, an elderly Negro
woman, was the only school offi-
cial present when the raiding

Mpyles Hortom,
his family. Mrs. Clark told officers
she was in charge in Horlon's ab-
sence, - - ‘

woining Sloan in the raid were
Eiston Clay, Grundy County sher-
{ff: Kenneth BSheiton, Tennessee
Bureau of Criminal Identifieation;

county deputies amd=ssamabers of

‘denied repeatedly any Commu-

Sloan said he would charge in

possessing and serving whisky |’

" party arrived late Fridsy night.]
director of thei
.} Echosl, reportedly is abroad with

ruont, presumably before Bquire| e P

| Al

febe iy iR 2EnND 2

many years has MW
a¥—y~trefiing school ior labor

leaders from throughout the na-
tion, but especially in the South,
and has pushed openly for a
speed-up in school integration in
the Southern =states. Moat of:

the seminars and workshops &t)
: Highlander are operated on an.

integrated basis.

Charges that the schocl has.
Communistic leanings were ex-
plored rather thoroughly by the
legistative committee, meveral
members of which felt teat the
ultra-liberal positions of High-
lander officlals place them in

the clesa of “left-wingers.” Hor-| .

ton and others on the ataff have

nist connections and the inv
tiggtoras failed to turn up
rej] proof to support the char
T committee, however, .
regnmmend that the schoofs.
siftus an & tax-exempt instl-]
tution be ended and iis charter
revoked, - i
Should Judge Chattin sustain:
the attorney general's plea for
padlocking the school, the order
would remain in etfect until the
October term of circuit court
when another hearing would be;
acheduled on the question of:
making the order permanent.
Sloan said Saturday that he
had no intention of denying

he grounds of the school, but
st his petition, if granted,
ould prohibit thelr continued
se 8 gathering places and sites
or the inatitution's regular op-

esidential use of the homes on|-

. —
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the highway patrol.
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'Pad!ock 'Petition Against | Heights, N.Y.

Schoot Being Prepared
After Whisky Found

Epecial to The Chattanoopa Times
MONTEAGLE, Tenn—Armed
with search warrants obtained
late Friday night from a Jus-
{tice of the peace at his home,
icounty and state officers led
-'we- gt AHty. Gen. A, . Sloan
,raided the controversial High-
lijander Folk S8chool near here
-‘and broke up a banguet attend-
‘fed by 30 or more Negro coupl
'and several white persons. *
&loan disclosed Saturday that
'he was preparing s padlock!
Ipetition mgainst the school, to!
'Ibe presented in court “within
tha next few days.”
. #&rs. Seplima P. Ciark,} 61,
LW identified herself as

di-
\
regtor of  education at Jthe
‘achool, was placed unders ar-

efter officers discovered
iquanlities of whisky and gin
!nn the property.

i Three young men, who re-
i portedly interfered with the of-
ficors in their efforis to teke
ngs. Tlark into custody, also,

F:'es!.

were arrested and taken to the,

!GrUr\.dy County jail in Alta-
mont.

' Released on Bond

! All were released early Sat-
;urday morning  after posf.ing[
gcash bonds for mppearance at
.8 preliminary hearing mext

{Thursdey at 4 pm. in Alta-)

iont, presumably before Squire
L -, Wright, who issued
‘the gearch warrnnts.\

Mra. Clark’'s bond was set
&t $500 on the whisky posses-/
‘sion charge. The men, released!

jurder bond of $250 each on §f; Kenneth Shelton. Tennessee
1 of Criminal Idéﬂ_ﬁf%m;‘
<ounty deputies and fSembers ‘of

lchargas ofedewnbkagness, inf¥r-

ifering with officers and rerist-

-
|

B;em; ‘Eugene

|Carawsn- Jr., 32, also of Loa

d musician, and Perry Mac-
Kay Sturges, 34, Shelter Island

The men, as well as others at
the school, had been participating
in one of the regular summer
workshops conducted by the insti-
tution which has admitted its
strong advocacy of raclal integra-
ton. : ;

Atty. Gen. Sloan sald the pad-
{lock petition mgainst the school
would be prédented to Circuft
Judge C. C. Chattin, explaining
thal the schoul then would have
tive days to appear in court and
; er the petition.

jsome renown as a folk singer|

The attorney general said !
pefilion *‘in gll likelihood'* wo
Seg_Paga Eleven, Column O “

| “YAT HIGHLANDER
A DO

From‘i’i—g; One

I3
alse Include a request for

be revoked. 1f such an order were
Issued, It would be direcied to the
secretary of state,

A legislative Investigating
committee earlier this year con-
cluded its prabe of the schoal

ar w1m o e o s

by urging action leading toward
revocation of the charter.

Bloan said he would charge In
his padiock petition that the
school ix & "publie nuisance' and|
& “engaging in law violations" hy
possessing and serving whisky
ang other intoxicating beverages|
in a dry county. :

Mrs. Clark, an elderly Negro

Wwoman, was the only school offi-
cial present when the raiding §
party arrived lais Friday night.
Myles Horton, director of the
school, reportedly is abroad with
his family. Mrs, Clark told officers
she was in charge in Horton's ab-
sence.

_ Joining Sloan in the rajd were
Elston Clay, Grundy County sher-

iing arrest, were identified ‘a8

the highway patrel. =, . .. .

HEITN FAr I3 A ¥ m
«]uuxful LI Iy nhAD |

or-|.
der that the charter of Highlander|

grkndalﬁ, 22,
| Ftor=Rngeles; GLy 4 haicd fraining school

. denied repeatedly any Commu-

" tigators failed to turn up @8y

4. schednled on the guestion of

. the grounds of ths achool, but

Highlander Folf School for
many years has been ting
or labor

Ieadera from throughout the na-
tion, but especially in the South,
and has pushed openly for =
speed-up in school iniegration in
the Southern atates. Most of
the seminars and workshops at
Highlander are operated on an
integrated baxia. 1

Charges that the achool has
Communistic lsanings were ex-
plored rather thoroughly by the
legislative committee, mseveral
membern of which felt trat the
ultra-liberal pesitions of High-
lander officials place them in
the claas of “Jefi-wingers.” Hor-

ton and othery on the ataff have

nist connections &nd the inves-
real proof.to support tha chagye.
Thi committee,
req@mmend that the schopl's
stafux as a {ax-exempt Insti-
tutfon be ended and its charter
revoksd. .

Bhould Judge Chattin mustain
the attorney general's plea for
padlocking the school, the order
would remain in effect until the
October term of circuit court
when another hearing would be

making the order permanent.

Sloan gaid Saturday that he
had no intention ¢f denying
residential use of the homes on

thst his petition, if granted,
would prohibit thelr continued
use as gathering places and sites

however, Rid| -

natityjlons-saguiar op-
. - '

erations.

-
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pATE: 9/11/ 59

TO : Director, FBI (61-7511)

- : ‘CONFIDMNTIAL

/lrrom : SAC, Knoxville (61-12)

CO L e gy

SUBJECT.O HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
- MONTEAGLE, TENNESSEE
INFORIATI(N CONCERNING

Enclosed is original and seven copies of a
,éi7 D

This memorandum is not being disseminated
to local intelligence agencies.
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UN(;;;D STATES DEPARTMENT OF TICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Gl7 ¥Walnut Sirect, S.VW.

Kroxville 02, Tenuessee
Szptember 11, 15563

ol
TS y——  CONFIXENTIAL :

TOUT AMTIED WATY QOTANT
AWIILNMYIILIL K WLLL Wl iV

1i0HTR GLE, TENIZGOEE
LTPOWEATION CONCIRIING

A copy o a mimecgrophed letter was received
by th2 Inozville Office of the F31I bearing the return
address of tae Highlandor Follz School, Montesgle,
Tennessze, Tn%? mimesZraphed letter reads as foilows:

"Iighlander Folk School
Monteagle, Tenrnasses

From Myleslioxrtcn to Fellow Tennesgseans:

A 4

i The Stete Iegis1ative Investigation instigated
. by Atty, Geal, Bruce Bznnet of Ariansas spectacularly

- 1 failed to prove that Highlander's stand on integration

+ . was subversivs, Nevertheless our District Atty, weas

’ instructed to find som2 other excuse for closing the
school,

While I was away something bappened that + [ }

€ am s T ain T o an¥e T¥E s~

;\

Pl B e

shocked all decent pecple, Mrs, Septima Slavk, High- 0&{ a9
B

Bail02
; lander's Ecucational Director, an’ outstanding church _ff..-—-—-"’”
; woman, wac arrested and hauled off to jail in the midst
Y of an integrated workshop. (At present she is conduct-
ing a workshop attended by 33 people, including a number
i toreign vicitors sent by the State Department, with

her usual dignity.)

Accoxrding to the Nashville Tennessean Sloan

A dladt HMha wmnd A wihi alh ha Adrnantad noaes Far dthn
L% wilich U [ ¥ P¥ 11— #“*“' Wik v dd  BANS u—JVVUGu’ W2 &AWL W AANS

purpose ol finding whiskey so he could have the school
closcd., "The members of the legislative cormittee gave
me information mostly on intezxation acd cormunism,"

HLL Tpoen LTINN rrowms ™™D

IEBIT% 72 1w0ne s 15 1 ) 75//"" s 5 3 won
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CONF l NTIAL’

Re: HIGELLIIDER FOLXK SCHOOL

said Sloan, "and I wasn't satiefied 1 could be success-
ful at that, I thought maybe this was the best shot
and I think now I'1ll be successZul,v f;¢77/

In a letter of protest, Dr. Rog;:‘;:tshinn,
recently proZessor of Christian Ethics at Vanderbiit
University, wrote:

AfZter a long history of unfair heckling and
absurd charges brought azainst the Eighlander
Folk School, I suppose I should not be sur-
prised at the latest episode. But I thought
that some of your foes might have the wisdom
to Leep quiet after their ridiculous efforts
e at the last session of tke state legislature.
2 During my years in Te:nnessece I was glad for
TS the Christian and democratic idealism of
Tighlander Folk School, You have been inves-
e tigated repeatedly anc have been vindicated

Ny agalinst false and malicious charges.

b %
L Sloan is insisting that Highlander be padlocked
F2 s as a public nuisance. A hearing has been set for Sept,

= 14 at 9:00 am at the Grundy County Courthouse in Altamont.
e "-';Eg
?VJ Iiany of our Iriends have written or called to
Boow say they will be at Altamont early MNonday morning, I
Bl o would like very much to have you with us also., Your
r_,h very presencz will show that Tennesseans want falr play
Bid and will 6o o great deal to keep this unprecedented

action from turning into a second Scopes Trial. At the
first hearing the courtroom was packed with Atty, Sloants
rooting section well before court opened, You will want
to get to Altamont early. Let us know if you will want
to spend Sunday nighi at Highlander,

- e
! J‘T
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i

. -innr-w ;?“;
J e
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x ™
A ‘f:“.."‘
e
. b

P.S, A few ol the many letters ol support and encourage-
ment are enclosed."

The Knoxvills News-Sentinel, Knoxville, Tennessee,
f daily newspaper, in the Issue ol fLugust 1, 19539, carried
a news article datelined at Montea:le, Tennessee, which
reported as follows:

=2
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; COI\@Q/ENTIAL

Re: HIGELANDER FOLK SCHOOL

"County and state law enforcement officials
ralded integrated Highlander Folk School last night,

arrested a Ilefro woman and three white men and consi-

ek ol N el g ol

cated a quantity of liquor, -

"The school was the subject of an investigation
by the 12i38 state lLegislature, which sought indication
of Communistic activities or teachings at the school.

) "The Negro woman arrested was Mrs, Septima P,-BA&RRX /¢g:
»ciark, 61, who said she was director of education for R
" Highlander and in charge during the absence of School

Director Myles Horton, now in Europe.

Liguor in Horton Home
"She was charged with possessing whisky after
raiders sald they found bottles ol gin and rum and a keg
containing whicky in the home of Iiorton, 8She was jailed
pending receipt of bond. Grundy County is prohibition,

"Dist, Atty. Ab Sloan, who directed the raid
along with Grundy County Sheriif Elston Clay and Tennessee
Bureau of JIdentification Agent Kenneth Shelton, said he
plans to file a petition seeking that Highlander be do=

olarad a nithlisa nnnicanmsa and ha nrlnacad
Nor ol Ble o W - vblw*‘u ek Nl vl S el Tt b Wl L 4= Tt iy W bl e Wl

"The raiding part of 15 hit the school shortly
after an estimated 30 Negro men and women and several
young white couples had finished a banquet and were
watching a movie.

"The search warrant was signed by Justice of
the Peace John P, Wright.

HEeld on Several Charges

"Otiers arrested and jailed at Altamount, the |
county seat, on charges of drunkenness, interfering . “mm1|‘{3
with officers and resisting arrest were Brantﬂﬁugene!L:ZSW“ag;’q;

ixﬁh¥k§§%l%; 22, of lLos Angeles, if., Guy Hughes Cara~ & NTO% !
pwan, Jr., 32, of Los Angelesj ﬁrnj&q&awsturges‘- B. APPROK. [ /.
“Jr., 34, Shelter Island Heights, N.Y, —

sl 3 i TR e ety e R

b
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NI bl ¥
Re: HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOI, ! )O\

"A committee from the 1952 Legislature held
several hearings on Highlander and then visited the
school itseli, It reported it found the school engaged
in a "very questionakle activity" and recocmended its
tax-exempt charter be revoked.

“Iortoo bas denied repeatedly any Coumunistic
connectione at the school, The school does not hold
formal classes but conducts discussions and seminars

and is frequently addressed by guest speakers."
e -
F advised <O ths

effect "t cighlander Folk School an ainstitution

located near lionteagle, Tennessee, It is an institu-
tion with classes on a seminar basis and is supported
primarily by donations from individuals, from labor
unions in the form ol payments for students who attend,
ard to sone extent by the Farmers Union, It offers
courses oI instruction ia labor orzaiization, social
economics, parliamentary procedure, and the general

1 4 T - I o J R T Y
field of lobor educaticn. This school has he cmmunist

Party members on its staff and as iastruciors,| 2nd has
followed the practice of welcoming Communist Party members
as students, but to my knowledze the school has never
offered courses of instruction in Communist matters nor
has the Commtnist element ever conmpletely controlled

the institution"f:] ¥ U

e (.
This merorandum is loaned +to you by the FBI,

and neither it nor its contents are to be distributed
outside tho azency to wkich loaned,
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UI\C:'ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF $STICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

817 Walnut S8treet, S.V.
Knoxville 02, Tennessee
September 11, 1959

BIGHLANDER FOLK SCIIOOL
MOITTEAGLE, TRITNESSEE
INFORMATION CONCERUING .

Szflerence is made to 'letterhead memorandum
dated Septeuber 11, 1952, at Kooxville, Tennessee.

Tois memorandum is loaiced to you by the FBI,

and neither it nor its contents are to be distributed
outside the agency to which loaned,

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
DATEMBY%




Celrent
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. ‘ o - ‘MAILED

ST sERL 195o'
. NAMEcum

@Y IRPORNATION CONTATRED ., So-.: . *3 o 07 o .
mmr amssmm Lo s ol Beptember 1S, 1959

7/4( | - MILES NORTON, DIRECTOR Classs

- A

m aenﬂ.don!m lnru-um nrcrul 1 1] !.n this .
meaoraniux have rurn.l.lhod ﬂnlbh l.nfornltion in the past.

Summ.ﬂf B
advised arion _

Tonnessee, Was & speaker at a meosting of the Southera
ConTerence for Buman Welfare which was held

Tennesgees, on April 19 through 21, 1942,

Horton spoke on the importance
nation both vocutiomnI and ia demoorac

The Southern Conference for Human Welfare has deen u{.a by

tws Special Committes om Un-American dotivities, Report, -

March 29, 1944, pago 147 as & "Communist front which = . .

recelived monsy from the Robert Marsghall foundation, one of

the principii nourcu or t.ho mndl hy uh!.ch nlnw Goumnut

fronts operate,” . .

furnished ! l! E Eom!!on cmo% ! :

Aighlander Folk Bchooli $ 0/ 75//.. o

"o Highlander Polk School ‘10°%E tatitution N
located near Monteagle, Tennessee, It is an institutiom ~ 1}
with classes on a seminar basis and supported primarily ‘
Ly uonations from individuals, from labor unions in the

farm of payments for..tndontl \dio :;gond. and to » — et -
3 tant b t.ho Pnrm s Un.ion. - ors ourlu :
. T : 1 25 SEP 16195

Arte and one to STA'I‘E (furn.iahed )
Reg, rectd 9/8/59 -

aalt% T % ’7&'

FOTE: Substhnce of above furnished osz-u April 27, 1956,

rsgponse to name check, Thumbnall sketch re Highlander Folk
ek __School checlz]up to date with T

KbALL/BES¥L organization Desk,

S0 cwelamch oo

ST e

J‘ to the security of the United States

"3 memo classified "Con ential” inasmuch as the informantsi|:
i "=r,t1tyes @Y should not be revealed as it mipht be dangerous

Tnnlonu of the FBI. It ia the property

her endations nor conc
This document contains nelt recomm Jhe prom

is loaned to your agency; it and ite contents are not to be distribute
“C i” ‘j st P 2»»:1 dﬁﬁ his is in anewer to your tequest for a check of FB! mu ‘
iol ' ‘ ’. DECTE BY AT
b [ S ~
tne MATL ROOM 1 TELETYH»: UNIT D T . OF § i AHIE3H
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Highlander Folk School A
Myles Horton, Director N
Monteagle, Tennesses e

- : IR Y T
instruction in labor arganization, social economiocs,
parlianentary procedurs and the genersl fiid of labor
educstion. This sochool has had Communist Farty meamdbers
on its staff as instructors,| and has followed the practice
of welcoming Commaunist Party members as students, but to

my knowledge, the school has never offered courses of
inatruction in communist matters nor has the oo
element ever completely controlled the institution.™ |&

Another (overnmental agency which conducts

intelligence investigations has advised that Louls Franois
Budengz, former editor of the "Dailly wWorker," an sast
soast communist newspaper which suspsnded publiocation
January 13, 1958, and an admitted former of ficlal
in the Communist Party, advised on November 21, 1952, thnt
the Highlander Folk School was procomnunitt. _

On April 19, 19&9, Paul Crouch, a lolr-adnittod
former member of the Communist Party, furnished to this
Bureau a signed statement in which deacrlbod_gllg;_

orton as & left wing Sooisliat who was always elose-to—

¢ Communist Party. Aocording to this statemsnt Hortoa

umt“uttﬁ“ﬁrflctala ‘and representatives of ths Communist
Party to discuss policy and procedure during the period from
1939 to 1941; and, even though he showed some independence
in thought, Horton usually followed the Communist Party line,
The statement continues that in 1941 Horton could have
been described az a olose sympathizer and follower of the
Comzunist Party line; and that his wife, Zylphia Horton,
was even closer to the Party than her husband, According
to Crouch's ststement, when he last saw Zylphia Hortom
in 1941 she was seriously oonsidorlng joining the conmuniat
Plrﬁy.

advllod
ous occasions B8 » Myles
Rarton closolx followed and parallolod thu 00mmun1lt Party

\"35

,’)\ 2>
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Highlander Folk School
Myles Horton, Director
Monteagle, Tennesaes

iine in political, econoulo, and soolal dootrines and
associeted with known Communist Party members, In the
opinion of the informant, Horton was not & member of the
Communist Party. ST )

For your additional information pleass de
sdvised that Myles Horton referred to above testified in
publio session before the Jenner Committes on March 20,
1554, You may d esire to consult records of this Comuittee
for additional information concerning the subject of your
inquiry. The Highlander Folk School has been the subjeot
of considerable newspaper publicity in the Etate of
Pennesses, particularly, in the Chattanoogs, Tennessee

area. (61-7511-193)

-
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Oﬁice Meﬂgmhdum - UNITED “ ':GOVERNL’EJNT
TO : Director, *FBI (61-7511) DATE: 11/5/59

& M :  SAC, Knoxville (61-12) %

14 - 4

| 'SURJECT: 0HIGHLANDER FOLK BCHOOL
J; , Monteagle, Tennessee
'}/’ INFORMATION CONCERNING
/.

Enclosed for Bureau files is one autostat
copy each of four news articles concerning the
Highlander Folk School.

These news items result from a hearing brought
against the school by State authorities seeking to
revoke the charter of the school,

“EX 101 /::/

{27- Bureau (Enclosures 4) é& o
1 - Knoxville-

o -

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED ;
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‘Hightander Padlock Suit Dropped,
;State to Ask Charter Be Revoked

-

4

Clash of Attorneys
Starts Off Hearing

-

B R ]

=~ =34 this morning it would

jnet pursue efforts to oblaln |’ -
* permanent padlock fnjunction|,

on the main education

tien of the school's charter.

hetween the gtate and
Atty. Cecil Branstetter of Nash-
ville, & selection of & jury wes
1 herim

Judge Chester Chattin ever-
ruled a demurrer filed by the
(S4fvrne o an arwndment to
ithe ariginal bill against High-
glander Folk Behoo). Among
joiier things the demnutrer as-
jaertsd that the “orginal amend-
‘ed il whows on ita face that it
“i mulitifarious.”" L .
i Atly, Branstetier also argued
(thst the charges against High-
lander Folk Schotl were *“a
'shotgun approach trying lo find
something 1 assume™
| PRelstive to the amendment by
i

-

'.mt Highjander Folk School |
located near Monteagis, Temn.,| <.
but that it would seek revoea- .

YN YT Y

After approximately twe and| “*' " "
a half hours of legul iy .

the pists that Highlander is
conducting tnterrdeial classes in
viclation of & stits pode gec-
tion, Atty. Branwtietier od
that intagration has been
to be mnconstituional. .
However, the stats
that what might by eanstitu-
tional fer stats schools may not
be cobstitutional for iy in-
stitutions. The etate argued,
in anawer to the defense
that the conatitutional right of

. GRADY
.‘-'a-?ru Presy Stsf) bﬂm T E

ALTAMONT—The stats an-| <

S, s, e
under
s corporation i an  artifielal

bodynnﬂhntadthcnd_th

United Stales. Sty
Atly. Brunstefier ' saserted

argued 'that the corptration is a eitisem

“and canmnet bs danied

ton of tha laws of the United
Statea.” : v
Atty. Branstetter - told the

| Ifurﬂy Cloudy,
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fwurt that Highlander Poix
Bchool admita that # hay op-
areted ¢laspes for Nezroes and
whites “simaat eince it begar
over 25 vears age.

Me said that the eourt - gowld
mijoln  Highisnder from  per-
forming commercial activities
M. e Mrture. ond that briefs
eould be submitted reiative 1o
the guesiion o! whether or mot

Highlander has virlated the .th

bv. beving itegration a fta'
clrwroomg o
However thage suggestions
.- el Iellnwed and g ghort
time iater ssiaction of a jury
to Maar the cuge paa begun.
SCHPrOENA PROTERTED
The defenns also objected to
& subporna requiring Mvles Hor-
ton, Highland Folk School direc-
fof, fo bring to court g mass of
reccrds of fhe schaol & aperation.
AR nve the things requested by,
tie alate were the corporation’s
bylewa and charter, ) minutes
=7 beRed s-erlingn deeds and
Nk of sale all records of dons.
hone to the schoo] and  the
Tim s of the donors al) records
ani Feecipts and all trangfere of |
p.oberly by Highlander to other |
irdividyars : .
Atirrney Branstetter told the
255 kAl this would require
TP e loedd and ] megn bos-
car Joads. of records.” He Went
7t e that ity wasg an one
TR Ve request, simce it had
St Seem ranfle by the stite gy
i dey afiermoon 7 . 7,
The  Nidhbine stftomeéy then
méved that the subpoens ‘i
quiched, madired or .
fudge Chatyn nmnﬂsﬁ“ﬁ
I Mpam- gy
mbier taday Mr Branstetter
Afierrer 4T Kelly of Sovty]
Fibere  whg g Lezlating dig-
NATEARE A ) A
Blonp o ota wns fdgt wy
v ot e rerctde, and h
P g ke

o 1 Fantarial i
mw-m.‘l
Sutme fe ‘*ﬂmmcﬁ
By . G
répired

O

N \&;,aﬁﬂmum
§rd Ay  Brinstatier
DAL tolet the Girehey e

by Highlander without & dcetss
and to minoes
The siate snid ghis
that it 1s mot mevidkg
any individua! canpeeted with
Highlander, bul thit its actiie @
aimed at the corporstion jtealf.
Atty. Branstetter b the
state was “on a axpedi-
tion.'" when jt sought the records
¢t Highlander. He alse M.
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this court with clean
the defense stiomevy st

Gen Sloan muitered pu

court, og imad
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Ak i P“’-f’l'l‘:i n‘ﬁ‘::’ggmu&r Folk Behool's educk- aunkenness, resialing arrest

men’ with an offiowr.” -
o e on e kol T e e the four

*The state has not mu"

=Go wash your hends. %
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presecution table. L
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Highlander Hearing Opens Today; |
g g Upens loday;  Iggamineersvs ;. |
Mre-Clark, 3 Others Are Indicted—. iON HBIGHLANDER !
By NOUZON PETERS i - -—Eh ! o
Cheftansops Timas Maft Wriser [fin at Gl tme agreed to the pad- i
ALTAMONT, Tesnn — The Ni-|rector and threes othes ,Ioddntdm tiiding snoony the 4
lle mountain oourthouse amony Charges of possessing moonshime jdomen "'u:"‘l ’“m“‘mm’.'
the colorful maples in the ooty Whisky at the school. 1m had proved ngt\ur::m:
seat of Grundy County will be the, Indictments were returned {beer ad been dirpensed Diegally
seiting Tuesday of the second aci,lets Mondsy against Mre. iz the oo¢ Building, bt Veai W
in b cusrent lexa) drama entitied Beptims Cwrk, the education had been submitied to sub-|
“Highlander Folk 8¢ h ool Must'director; Brent Eugene Barks- stantiaie eharyes of rowdy and,
co.” !m_ 32 Los Angeles; Guy m:!l m“:"ﬂ'ldmu lﬂld
Opening io Grundy County cir. Hughes Carawan, 32, Leos “ﬂg&;fih“f;.aﬁﬁf;
cull oourt j5 e bestng in whichiAogeles, and Perry Sturyesa ‘atlasiing !!!,-_hl.snd'er n the hpar-
th~ atiorpey general of Tennes-|38. Sheiter Inland Helghts, N.X, (e epening Tuesday on Da
Bwe’s 1S Joditu CUVGL Wik seek Cireuit Court Clerk Mre. Fior- {charges o A3 original petition,
.&n order rewoking the 35-yewrolq)etnce Bouldin revealsd. ‘-m seek revocation of the charter
e s i i M Gk e Bttt ok e A o B
;,mnuch intagrated classes ang tharze of possession of whisky. ‘Charter. -
workshops aad pursuss s policy! The Lhres men, who ware laking i 1n additien, aiteeugt The aisr L
o axpressive Nberalinm. mm-wmumuua Ihav general had ssid during the
The frat part of the current July 31 when county and ifirst bearing and since that recial
s e o e o g WA e T e U
i Sepezapty, Wher the attor.) WET® accused of public drynken. petition 1o charge that Highlander
nev generul, A, F. Bioun of Soutn, T8 resisting arrest and inter- 12 in viniation ol u bb-yearold Ten-
Patigrary, sought 8 lemporasy m_tfeﬂnt with an officer in the dis- Tpessre law which forbids white
funcion agatnst the operstion of ChaTEe of hiz affigial duty. persons ahd Negroes from ahiend-
the achoed on grounds It was ai Cash bonds, posted by the ing the same classer ) -
four st the time of fheir ar- Myles Hotlon, founder and pres H
fubifc Zuisanes. rests, were comtinued, '{gent of Highlander, and olbers a8~
Highlander lost & preliminaryle o @ o e te 5, M [snciated with the Gefense have ox-
round Mw" evaly befors the " s wEE W zpm, some reiber ﬁﬁl‘ﬁ!‘l il
1b.:l.t'£l‘." epaned when ihe ately for thelr trial. - (prise &t the amendment.
'a Ctreult Judge Chester C. Chat- | “We are wilung lo stipulate that
' mdy County "ﬂm jury in. S imlm fy integrated,” said
jGicted the school's education al- Soe Page Two, Column Three Horon. “We hardly see how It n
' 'posstble, though, to be In viols-
|tion of & statute siready held 1o be
invalid by both staie and federnl
oourta.”
. Twe sctions in ereult court fol-
Jowed by several months an inves
tization by & special tiee
of Tennssses legishaiars. Beeking
=) o suhvertive asfvitias
at u‘:‘:ﬁtuu«m lockted & Tew
' miles of here between Tracy
O et cevool and bl
' {apittew schoo!
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIHGS o P
" o= moTe apcs
DAT 4 LASSIHed than et e schol WS Mo
E3fofs _BY D W LU an00 2T  mars——met
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;§ ' at Highlander Felx Bchool ¥ again again that integratiom fa
o HIGHMDEB GASE s vislation of & Tennesses ptat- net a3 jesus in - "{ ! I
3 - #te wich, the potithe smys, “Se.| Bioss wan quollV W'%lesnlly ] £
5| GWENRACEISSU_E clarea it to Do unlawul for white] as Ocl. 33 in & special interview |
and eolored perscns e attead published by “Concert,” & stwml- ‘
. ? . the same school.” ::’hmg'“""’;“:?n. u‘h‘g:
v ’. u - v
ST Sloar’s Petition Against Frier fo Wit fhe SHORTlteresce af Methodint Youlh as
R 1 guusral was peedicaling .oy that integration had
i - Sohoo! Amended, Holds |charter revocation esse en t‘ to So with the wtate's
- State Law Violated |3 Sisdttemy Sutateed ki) yoint, U publics-|
S —— lock which beeught the hearing! i1 "oy the stt’omvm ”‘"M'W
PR MOUZON PETERS resulting Sept. 1§ i '
N ."n.gusl-l.ﬂ Temer Siaff Priter dulin‘n‘ l‘ﬂlpthllndl"l .M“m" :M‘,ohm,.a recial guestion was lllt'
ALTAMONT, Tenn.—Tha #8-|tration bullding. ARBough af . It i3 Sematerial™ he was
sus of inlegration has bean iB- number of changes were made, 'who they teach and what
jected into the Highlunder M;JUGI'I Chattin at that thee hﬂ‘mﬂ 8 a3 It s within
fichool ense which reopens hart Lhat oaly the charge “M'th.lthlpthm
pext Tussdsy morning. |&pendngorhtmmun; PoVer-lyt be wasts 0 secialize Wi ect:
“ A F. (Ab) Bloap of South agee had been proved. .:mu-xmuhm

Pittsburg. sttorne aral for tions in the petition
Fennesssc's 1808 Judictal clrcuit, | Lhat De echool had been ::al
wh~ will direct the effort to scehe mmora] eonduc ted in the ool

bave the school's charter re-! “fighung. quarreling and m-:i’.‘i‘i’..“.!",g institution mm

S voked and the institution closed enness,” Judge Chattin rued,iy pis amendment:
- wermanently, sme his peti- had Rot bess provad u esurt ’ =Thal said eerporate- Sefendant
S ton te inciude the ratial fsue] Cacil F. Braastetter af Nash-lngy vialated the provisions of Ten-
S #n an appearance before Circuit, ville, sttorney for Highlandar 'nessce Code Annoisied ¢3-3701
"'-?’i‘:.;", Judge Chesler C Chattin at confessed Lo some surprise 8t y declares it to be unlawful
o Yincheerer Tussday, |the attorney genenaly s?ud-:m te and oslored persons fo -
i This lateal move in the case ment “As I understood it.” sedd gttend the same school, in that it
g By Alty. Gen. Sinan charges Bransteiter, “the attorhey gen-.is now and has in the past cob- )
it that raclal integration practiced era! has said time and time tinupusly operaied said schecol en
7 N ” N
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 Methodist youth publication "Con-
cern,” printed an inlerview with
‘Myles Horton, president uaé
fourder of Highlander. Asked %
explain the objections of local res-
to the school's activiLes,

noted t “attacks
aquinst Highlander bave been for
;numerout rewsons — subversion,
rpommunism, {ntegrated activities,

|

HIGELANDER OFPICIAL
18 NEW YORK VISITOR.

& Naw York Times Wews Borvicy

NEW YORK-The High-
lander Folk S8chool is continu-
ing its Interrscis) program ia.

'open literac

ond workahop for ministers s

schedulad for Nov. I7-128, she
mid :

Next Mondsy, she sid, for-
mer students st Bighlander will

adults ‘on lan
Carolina coast

is to Nelp Negroes
night schools for veting 4nd to teach
és off the Bouth traffic laws, fire prevention
Their purpose cooperstivas, she said

e
about!
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TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (61-7511) paTE:  2/5/60
FROM :  SAC, KNOXVILLE (61-12)

SUBJECT: Cgmamnm;a FOLK SCHOOL
MONTEAGLE, TENNESSEE
INFORMATION CONCERNING

Enclosed for Bureau files is one
autostat copy of news article in Chattanooga
Times, Chattanooga, Tennessee, issue of 1/12/60
concerning the Highlander Folk School,

This item relates to the pending case

brought by state authorities seeking to revoke
the charter of the school.

‘i:E:L Bureau (Encl, - 1)
- Knoxville
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Memaorandum | |

TO : DIREC'I'OR, FBI (61-7511) - DATE: February 29, 1960

FROM \\Q'gk AC, LOUISVELLE (61 42)

-

SRR §§Gf_“'3m" FOLE SCHOGk AL INFORMATICN cowﬁ%
00: KX ~ HEREINIS UHCLASSIFIED

Re Memphis letter, 4/(2‘/59 DATE g BY_SS‘%%@

The Leuisville 'rinc%isville, Kentucky, & news-
paper of general circulation,” en 2/20/60, carried a story
reporting that*FRIENDS OF HIGRLANDER, identified as "z new
organization here,"™ might be called upon to raise funds €0
carry 1itigation, in which the sharter of the HIGHLANDER FOLK
SCHOOL was revoked, to the Supreme Court. The story reported

that the school's charter was revcoked by a Tennessee Circuit
Court on 9/1 6/60 }("
a’r

Miss DORCAS%RUTHEHBURG not 1dent1f1ed in the ltory
but known to be a writer, director, producer at WHAS. - Radio
and HHAS - TV, Louisville stations, who has recelved awards
for "public serviece" programs) was ldentified as temporary
-nwairman of the newly-formed group. The group was sajld to— *
consist of 58 Negro and white civic and educational leaders.

The storv did not directly atatc but implied that
Miss ALICE’COBB, "a religious educator, former Kentucky school
teacher and social worker,® who stopped in Louisville on
2/19/60, "on her way to clear her things off the premises™
of the school, was 1nstrumenta1 in formation of the Louls-
ville group N 7 &

According to the story, "Miss COBB told a story of
months of harassment of the school and its staff, leading up
to the court's contention that HIGHLANDER violates Tennessee's
segregation laws as they apply to private schools. She
reportedly said, "Southerner's main obJeotion to the school
is its workshops teaching uneducated Negroes and white persons
how to pass 1iteraey requirementa for voting." . :

Miss COBB was further 1dent1fied as a rormer com-
munity-organization consultant for the Kentucky State Child fSt
Weltare Deparf?fnt fer three ye%rs, under former Governor :

K =R NN oy B
[-"i IR LA

2 )- Bureau (61-7511)(RM g - —
(2)- Kgoxvilie (61-1%%(3!)[) B REC' 10 ¢/ 7-“ //— -Z,D/
2 - Louisville: -~ R A ﬂ -'"
h2) -14 14 MAR 8 1950




LS 61-42 ‘ , . o .

EARLE C. CLEMENTS prior to which she worked for about tén. =»
years in the Pine Mountain Settlqunt_Sghpql,_Barlgnﬁgoppﬁy;,=y*

c e T

B This'is beihg furniéhed to the'Bdfééu and'Kﬁdxﬁilié
for information. No investigation 1s being conducted UAC:, .
Any information received will be furnished Knoxville and the
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CZIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
MONTEAGLE, TENNESSEE

IRFORMATION CONCERNING

Enclosed for

News article

Tennessee,
News article

Chattanoog
Editorial in
Editorial in
News article
News article

ALL INFQ
HEREIN |

O

Bureau files are one each autostatic

copy of the following news articles concerning the Highlander
Folk School. These news items relate to the case brought by
the State of Tennessee authorities seeking to rewvoke the

charter of the school:

in Knoxville News-Sentinel, Xngxville
2/16/60

in Chattanooga News-Free Press,
a, Tennessee, 2/16/60

Chattanooga News-Free Press, 2/17/60
Chattanooga Times, 2/17/60

in Chattanooga News~Free Press, 2/20/60
1n/§noxv111e News-Sentinel, 2/23/60
}yLﬁ«T?OL 3
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room,” “said
olher cormunert mighl e wnp opet
since the watier i S0 poad-.
before a didy sorwtitiried court
B Colde Quotnd

Crattin's epinion sald “High-
lander admits ¥ practices inte-
graion and thal it s a private
fstitution. “That # &5 sn adult
education nlitution was proved |
br » r of evidence.
ot the trtal ™

l

This. he said, vislorrs 8 WS 1y Beer Kale Recalled

of the Tensepsee Code thal pro-

vides

It shall be mnlawhd for amy
school, scaderny, oellege, or other
pitces of Jesraing %o allow white
and colored petsons to stiend the
same school, academy, college, &
other places of leamning™ - .
- dnsiigeder maists. Qe spid

that this holding does not render
the statule unconsltutionsl as to
private schools. The statutr ma
be woconstitutional and wew!

10 therr apricatan w5 pr

i mibied matier omald o W
othet parta, o, @ Male the 4
lem more eoncrelely, they may
be vonstitutional in operation with
respect to ‘some persons and
states of fact, and unconstitutional

Chatiin then ruled:

*The court i of the opinion
that the sezregation laws of the
stale as spplied to private schodis
are ro~ tiutional snd valid , "

Chattin saud Highlander  vio-
lated the cruminal laws of the
beer on schoo! property.
state by permitting the sale of

“The court,” be maid, “isx of
further apinion that the defend-
ants having vioigted the eriminal
lans of Wbe pste in that i has
mn&ldhnledb&rbh
Carr ot upon ils property
without & permi, sy bLicense, and
permitting integration in its

sehonl warke a foefaitiea of o
PRy Tianas B oALGIWIT O EBR

charter, the defendant having ac-
cepied Its charter with the ton
dition that ‘a wiclation of ‘any of
the provisios of this charier
shell sutis=t the carporation o
dissclution at the insisience of the

1 sate’ " £

N T N e T R
T UL S L
. ’ T . )
L% (. SECSL v R N VI R 40 ,
Fo et s ;'f o i e K |
T T Y . AT
‘. L DR B ~ e -
- : R )
.4 : R
1€F 'ﬂ _ ar ( ol d
ARkl vwE WwiliNdl &R _
o : | _‘ . 7. 1 -
I evoicea by Court = k
L SobnmP . - i
¥ g = - L—M . - . = “.-..-‘ Ealiou.
- f o M’Wm hgrene Cogp o —
t rff ' +-Jﬁzlm*cflt:¢h?wﬂ. . hluluvlllﬂmt? O L. m
! ¥
"Hu‘bu’ wisiy Do, Fven mere fasi Revember | | loard of Educaiian . . . heid (hat I'..ﬁa !
, . He pave Highlander 3 days in||the foregoing sistite was uncon- ZC/)>_
" whick to fle for & mew trial stituliooal  The- defendant fur- o S aa)
n r Ua ID“ Atiorsey Cvmoeats | |ther inaists that the 2th Amend-|| ==
L 5 ‘b There wes no bnmediste cam.||bent ®f the Constitution of the -qczjs- -
wer 3t went from Highlander officials, || U S foroids state action based =S
13 I Nas'n idic. bowever. Cacll Bean- | 1™ "™ Quoted E o
Vi0= Ilu"s “'.“'L mm“,mhr .‘Iﬁ!”z"r- Supreme Court held as O -
Schoo! Gi :"u"“l ! ' th'd'mb e Hotd of pobs %—z
¢hoo ven i ’ conclude that in the ficld of —
- The defln was ot hoser || whcaton o e docrm ot o S
30 Dcys Te Ask :h":'m';dmd ﬁw’“*?fu i the com. | |#PParate but equal has no place.” S5
mw\!}"; at the record shows, they “The relator (the stale) insisis < Tro
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Wording Given -

SOUTH PlTTSBUlG 'l'alL
Feb. B (UPD—Judge Chesler
Chattin yesterday received (he
sisie’s opinion on wha! shobld be
sald in Chattin's revocation fle-
cree for Righlahder Folk Schools
charter,

Cecil Branstetier of Nashville,
defense attormey for the contro-
veraial racially integrated institu.
gion near Monteagle, 15 also ex
Ebmod » mbrit 2 deeree mj
me whai the defensa iy

¥ Chattis can wee withar of
one pi his own. The eventual e
der will go Into the record and

a recelver will be inted 1o
clase eut th: affairs of the schonl

After the decree’s jssuance, the
defense has M days in which
appesl,

Branstetler had indluled he will
ask for a new trizl.

Chattin erdered the charter
revocation last week saying, in his
opinion, the school's imtegrated
seminars and workshops violstad

tFigTander Bé.“éé} |

ui._‘ Rate's segrtgation Jaw. -

-

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UWCLASSIFIED
DATE ?ls/ 3¢ RY Skes k7l
Wil h&d—,—_’.—ﬁ.—_w [ ]
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| Hmhlmder Hoof(ed'

From its Red-tinged bepnnlnp. High-

fander Folk Bchool sear Montearie,

Tenn, has been a notorfous, disgrece- .

fut, leftwing, integrationist institution

-7 %izkly questionahle purposes. But it
bas gone along imperturbably, angeled
bv & band of nationally kno'n leftwing
q..u:ka

For a change, mgh!ander Folk School
Bow eems to be in real trouble,

Judge Cheater C. Chattin officlally
tuled yesierday that the siate charter
&7 ibe 5 hool be revoked, that T0 scres
of school land given to Director Myles
Hortnn revert to'the school, and that a
receiver be appointed to dispose of ths
institution's properties.

Judge Chattin found Highlander
guilty of breaking the state laws
&grics! maintenance of a racially in-
tega‘~d institution. He pointed out
tzat the Warrea Court's 1834 ruling

" FEE BT
=E

violation Ivolved clear proof that High-
lander had engaged in the lllegal mle

all b om mafSbooit oa Moo _a MEo ae o dd
U PO WikUUVUL B AWTURC, MAF BU N

mary bootlegzing joint. The third vicla-
tion listed by the judge was operation
wf the supposedly non-profit school with
Horfon profiting In the form of the 70-
acte Jand grart. The judge alsc moted

-—

thers were po official documents estab- A
Hahing Horton's salary and that check-

writing wass done by Horton st his &is.
akuppu!hnrﬁadﬁrcnouh.tl_u

rullng iovolving ioiegration may be
overturned. But it would be difficult to
get around the beer-bootlegging and the
private-profit.counts invelving violatjons
of the non-profit charter.

Integritionists are claiming High-
lander is belng persecuted becanse of its -
racia]l mixing. But the integrationists
fo taking up for Highlander put thm-
Mplves im the pecullar posture of

fng tat Higtlander sbould be | ‘res Fress

- nttencoge News-

ettty koock &own glate laws pro-

e dis  m a_

Wsing jetegmation in publo schools—
Voo dod pot attack Jaws grokibiting in-

tezvation in privale schools. Another v
| 5 ’

fnitied to viciate ibe iaw 0 q
ron for private pmﬂtmlt‘h:-

17«60

Luttuncoga, Tenn,
ee Anderson, Editc:
noxville Division
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Press Conference

#pecinl to Ths Newe-Frea Praas
WASHINGTON — Mrs. #ep-
tima’ Clark, educatien director
of the Highiander Folik Bchoo!l,
me'd Feiderr thae ingtitution will
attempt 1o operale despite &
courl order ghuiting it down.
Mras. Clark summonad s prass
corference at the Waghington
Hotel to denounce the ruling
Tuesdry by Jn.dge Chester C.
Chaitin elosing the 27-year-old
[ Tade) 3
Bhr pareed out mimeographed

LI TS &be emphearired that » work.,

L le dading the rthhx
uu a “Blow (o the peaceful and
:-mai..r.;trim efforts mmade at

T Y Echool tﬂ
&L:wq recial inicgrn'lnr in an’
u' “ational inalitutjon v
LRV P ‘kun L‘%? ankan)
onwn mhils the decision {8 being
erpried” the statement de-
M Mede teid newzmen the
Wil s ¢aa~ ) will meet Monday
a0 suesdyy 1 An unspecified
pa ¢ {o mzke plans for con-
© -teoef oational program
wnir jurtther jegal steps are
pter
Jud'"e Chattin revoked the
$-loul ckarler Tuesdsy  om
Frounds that heer =55 sold there
lirgally, thet integration at the
sl wiatst et 5 Tepnegper
v Te o sr A qhat Echool DA
recisr Mole# Heren had T
g2t of Iand deeded to him from

? -

Lo et o r--:“!::

Bt F 0 aa 4 ane a4 pat
e s pes SERoOL WO
£ 0t st e that A
cousiaupein ! receiver hus be-
F % wItA e affaire of ths
i PR ._-—«_.Qt-—.Lut ahe in-
LS SN | RN collepes may
C e e 'at the pchoet
hunitigic property .ia

PRSI

iy e e

10 te 31 way cancelnt "}y
cause heavy snows have -
the mountatn roads hnm-

Mrs. Clark also distributed
abnias of of tha Hiimo-...-_. - '

T e i

ITth aanual TFeport 'which
showed the school is pun.mn‘ s
workshop on sSonsumers
Jems st Charleston, 8.C., March
23-27, another on *“The Coliege

Btudent and Bocial h-_.l_n" ay

the Monteagle sits Apru -3

ard ‘on “Community unﬁi

:‘n.d chrezltJon" at Montesgle
y 22 .
Muﬂmr workahop, ﬁ.uud,

*Veting "and Registmtion” 4.
" scheduled for June 3 to July 5.

Mrs. Clark gpent most of the
20-minuts preas conference de.)
scribing her arrest last July n{
along with-ihree male students
who were sccuged of drunken-
n: And resisting nrrest - .

he said she way in W
ington to attend o nnUomJ a
ference of “Now {National! Or-
ganization of m-n\ for Equal-
ity In Educatiy She added
lhat ahe Is & 81" of the Amari-
can Jrewieh P 'rell National
Women's Div

- .

Chattencoga News-
Free Presa
Chattanooga,
Tennessee

2~20-60

City Edition

Lee Al erson,
Editor

Page 3
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Tha Wighlander nuuu‘r?ﬂw :

A Jepislative eommittee investignted High- :
Jander Folk School, near Monteagle, following »
recommendation in Japuary 1859 from Arkasses
Attorney General Bruce Benett, who said that if . w
Highlander were in his dlstrict be would close it

Today Mr. Beanett, who eame to Nashvilie &'
_year ago Lo consult with the commitlee, s saying
.omethm; must be done o counter all the hurye i
uu puuucu) ﬂrﬁlnlll Du l'CCllVlﬂ ln w. Iep'v- e ) ‘

- olgsten LIt TR

gation eontlroversy. But whatever one may think
of Highlander—and, as we have atated, we arenat
and have not been partisans of the scheak-dt
stends eioned in & mapumen‘al exse of persecution ’ -
snd political lelf-tloriﬁcntlon that does Teanes-
see damage in'the eves of a freedom-loving nation.

The Genera] Assembly’s committee, after &
$5.000 inquiry in which Gov. Ellington showed &
potable lack of enthusiaam, directed District At-
torney Sloan of South Pittsburg to {nvestigate
the possibility of ciosing the school, Two of the
Assembly's best-kpown extramists, pushing the
srobe, hinted of scbversion, )

Al no Lime in the trial of the case, however, L

tag subversion been charged by the state. At
ones time in f:.r} the gloross wers reducad tﬁ Le C 1A ttanu.lﬂ Tim-’

DaT, A . =22 w2l

gelling beer without a Ncense and personal gain =17-60
by Highlander's director, M}l“ Horton. Testi tancora Tenn
mony ahowed that some beer had in fact been E;Ein s gO::hs *
. sold and that Mr. Horton hed been deeded prope . s . ’
eriy it the schoo! {8 return for a number of years' : dit'r‘ . p
sorvice without salary. Mr. Binan stated st one N®XVilie VIVIS.IST
peint thet the achool's pollcy of integration since
1f:2 pad “not u thn in the world” to do
R o i e HIGH.ANDER FOLK SCHOOL
REE o wstistize whb oo! prple-— Sefend the law.”,
7 B! the pegregitiony  vectioa tnd tta exploitss INFO MATION CONCERNING
EL ® $3sn Foue fin fest, clone? Higtlandes, 0. " 7. . BUFI E 61-7511
R Judge Chester C. Chattis finds that integrar; .
S ae! : )
| 3 : "_' ’ AR, Toarg ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
- L . }_f"\:f‘::;'utm:ﬁ?m aw, Ul'\ Lifal] |U LUNITAINED
E K 48 ; n!,..a-.l :.‘0 [ LY ‘-c,;,.: [ ..‘?r; 1 ! a :E HEREIN lS JCLASSIF'ED
‘- - t:val ﬁh:’ mivgls m&ﬂm ‘1 » fow DATE 2 ?._(_ BY&%
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Vislution of SZgregation Lius,
Sales of

[ S

g
A DLE CHESTER CHATTIN

By T. GRADY GALLANT

Judge Chester C, Chattin to-
day revokad the generul weifare
charter eof controversial High-
iznder ¥Folk 8Bchool and ruled
that a “recelver will be ap-
pointed by the eourt to wing up
the defendant’'s atfairs'”

Ths judile'l brief was re-
celved at Altamont, Tenn, Che
county seat of Grundy County,
thls momning around 9§ o'clock.

Judge Chaitin aizo ruled void
& Geed whereby Myles Horton,
founder and «irector of High-
lander, had been presented with

some TO. acres of school lands pro

*for back salary.”
This land wil] revert back to
Highlander.Folk School proper-

ties under the ruling.

Judge Chatln also ruled that
n:f;;ia.ndm‘ was operaling a pri-
va

MYLES BORTON
in violation of & section of the

Tennessoe Code that provides:
“It ghall be uniawful for any

er places of to allow
white and colored persons to
attend the same school. acade-
my, eolle”ge, or other places of

leaming.

In his opinion, the jJudge
stated: '

“Defendant (Highlunder Folk
8chool) admits that it prectioss
integration and that it is a pri-
vite instigution. Thet it i an
sdult education institution was

Bupreme

the case of Browy ve Board of
Edueation , o'« that
foregoing #ta
stitutional. The

was SROW-

school, academy. coliege, or oth-|

[

Judge ::

N. A. ¥. BLOAN
ther insints that the 1ldth
Amendment of the Constitution
States forbids
tion based on ruce.

*Thé Bupreme Court beld aa
follown in ths Brown Case: "We
f:fﬁﬁfu:— e'du;f.l;o:t—on?: E:c“u-lnn

separsia eq no
Place.

“The yelator (the Biate .of
Tennexses} taisty that this
holding does nst render the
astatute uncoostitutional ss to
g:lute schools. The statute may

unconstituticnal and void as
to their application to a pat

K
ATTY, GEN.

“[of their subject matter, invalid

a8 to other parts, or, to state
the Jwoblerm more concrelely,
they may be constitutional ta

e gperation with respect to Soml

racially integrated school

R 2 i SR ]
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HIGHLANDER
CHARTER YOID

{Contiaped From Page 1)

persons wnd ptates of fact, and
uncansiitutinonal as to ethars.”
dudge Chattin then thled:

*“The court iz of the opinion
that the segregation laws of the!
slats wa appiird to private
#chools are constitutiona] and.
mid . ,." )
BILS BALE

The court found that High-
fander Folk Echool violated the
criminal laws of the #tate by,
permitting the mls of beer on
school properly. . - -

Judge Chattin ruled:

“The eouri is of further opin-
fon that :ae defondants having
violated v criminal laws of|
the wiste in that §t haa per.’
mitts? the gale of beer to be
carried out upon its property!
withnot & permit. or tcense, snd
permuiing  integration
schoa!, works a forfeiture of its'
charier, the defendant having
accepted ita charler with the
conditon that ‘a violation of
any of the provisiona of f.hll|
charier shall gubject the cor-
porition into diFaalution
ins'sience of the swste” '

Judge Chattin also noted In

P

his cpirion:
ne court \s of the furlher
erinizn that In the view of the

findimge of the jury to the ef.
fest trat Myles Herirn, prepi-
dent of the defendant enrpora-
tion, 423 bcen operating this
8-7.5:l for his own  personal
g2!1 {e wuch & misiuse of de-
ferr:tr chocter a8 wores for-
feitire of same™

Ay, L vakakle bm-

3 . ¥ by ths de-
farvicnl, Hadnisnder Jeolk
184w Tert be handies all the
jlows s o L scuoul. That al-
‘uecu;a Mo -May Justw wea
l Yy pcr¥gr grd treazurer of
L o7 73 st did not write
ths ahxz) or bandle the M-
rrocer o the athool

T was lmoceved somg T0
v
i

[{ing of the schoo! with the

in m)

st ‘.htl

WROTE ALL CREKONS

"The pragident, Wvs Raring,
uma':::'—i of e do-
{:«nmm. Ma

AP

were puld out of defendant's
fumds. . . T ’

“Horton testifted
the first years of the sch
put everything imto

§

of pettisig fl sut of the schoo! st
a later fute. ‘Horton -testified
that for the past Tew years he
has been recelving & salary of
some $9,0600 annually. However,
he was unable to preduce any
record of directors, ot executive
councll, baving fixed his salary.
The inferenoe {a that ke fixed
+his own salsry,

“There lan't sny proof that
ithe governing wofficers of the
| defendant schoo! have ever pro-
i tested any of the acls of Horlon
lin ‘the [lUegal eperation of the

“The charter of tha defendant
provides: ‘The general welfare
of society, not Individusl profit,

is the objective for which this
charter is granied, and the
members are not stockholders
in the legal sensa of tha term,
ani na dividerds or profiis ghall
be divided am thera ™ Judgs
Chattin'g opt stated

Toe judge Whs revites at
Winchesirr, gaYe tbm defendant
$ Cuysin which to appeal .

Mr. Horlon could pat be
reaciied by telephome.

Dist. Atty. Geo A. ¥, Eloun,.
South Pittrbury. Teme i eut:

of toewn ‘and eoud aol I
oachad e has
nbur Led My agde

He was l.l.a:uwd by C. P. Swat-,
eral, Tenn.; A!ty.‘

{0 ed cerning .
d_iﬁz?cmun.:w NN

g

or the state ww feel that
Jufge Chattin's ‘decision was
enbirely correct buied upon the
uncontroverted evidence tp the
record and the provieions of law
gpplicable thersto..

“Judgse Ohsttins opinfon is
very theroush and wall- reac
soned gnd shows that be has
fully given regard to the
theories 2nd Insistances of both
the relator (the state) and the
defendant (Highlander Folk
Bchool), ‘
_ FELL RGLING TO STAND

“Ws feel aasured that in
event recourse to the appellate
couris f had, Judge Chattin's
decision wil! be sustained on gl
.d.egaivc Points,” Atty. Kelly
; ‘The.All.O_t'llt‘t’d Press in
Nashville reported that-Atty.
IBrlnﬂ.ttttr. attoroey for High-
lander IFelk Stlool, made this
mmmm: I GNP O

“The decision was not alto-
j8ether unexpected since in ques-
;Uoning all the jurors and peo-
plo In the community, aa the
record shows, they al) guid thet
they ¢id pot believe in and
many said it was against thelr
religion for whiter and Negroas
to it in the sames clasgroam

“Ary other comment might
be_.improper since the malter
st pending before
stituted court™
nt;gneé sald, .

- Hortop mald that he has | -
with B. R Braseal dean
of Morehouss Coliege. Atlanta,

Gs., ang u!ltlm“.ul‘“
full hoard of direct g(m,t:
Jander will be Beio g} the pehool
nexl Toestay )
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Enclosed for Bureau files are autostat copies of
newspaper articles relating to the suit filed by the State
of Tennessee against the Highlander Folk School seeking to
revoke the school's charter. A decree was previously handed
down by State Court: revoking the school's charter.

The enclosed autostat news articles are described
as follows:

o - 5 L
"Highlander School Asks ACLU To Help" -~ Knoxville .
News Sentinel Khoxville, Tbnnessee, 2/24/60

"Judicial Decree Hits Highlander" - Chattanooga
Times, Chattanooga, Tennessee, 2/26/60;

"Highlander Decree Wording Given" - Knoxville News
Sentinel, 2/23/60 '

"Highlander Decree riled“ - Chattanooga News Free
~ Press, 2/25/60 . 3
"Reds' Victory Design Noted" - Chattanooga'News'i@xﬁn
Press, 2/25/60, . .(l/

'ALL INFORMATION CONTAIN
HEREIN IS UNCL ASSIFIED
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Asks ACLU ToMelp} = .~
 MONTEAGLE, Teno.: Pob. M, co
 |Steeermems 0

ties Union for help In overtnrming

fare charier. --. ey e
This was disclosed Tuesday us
. members of the mountain scheol’s “.
‘balﬂddhactnrlntheredude—j )
&e!h!.tmmuukehm- .
ing the state action. T
Myles Horton, Righlander girea-
dentandmediulcmders.nﬂ
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paTE: April 11, 1960

FROM

&
SUBJECT: HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
MONTEAGLE, TENNESSEE

persons connected with the above-entitled school.

RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended the attached be forwarded to the
Domestic Intelligence Division for their information.
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Mr J Edgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Hoover:

May I have a copy of your pamplet "Communist
Target ~ Youth"?

I am sending you a pamplet about a communist
I would like to

gmp and

Yours truly,
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internal security field. However, information inour ... - . .
files is maintained as confidential and available only . > ="
for official use in accordance with a regulation of the
Department of Justice, It is not possible, therefore,. -.
for me to comment concerning the orgauizatlon you mentioned.
K H I an enclosing a copy of my report to the House -
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NOTE ON YELLOW: T

COrresEondent requests a copy of the Director’s
report entitled "Communist Target - Youth." Correspondent
refers to & "communist training camp in Monteagle, -
Tennessee,” She aska, "I would like to know what is being
done about 1t?" ' . Co T

Correspondent enclosed i pamphlet published by

the Georgia Commission on Education which charges that
the Highlander Folk School is & communist training school.

The Highlander Folk School has been the subject
of numerous allegations that it 1s a communist school and
the headquarters of communism in eastern Tennessee due
primarily to its interracial character. These allegations
have never been substantiated., The Bureau has not inves-
tigated this organization, {(61-7511)

L}
contain no 1
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¥r. J. Edger Hoover

rfederal Bureau of Investigation
washington, D. C.

Dear MNr. Hoover:

Ve

Not far from here there is a rlace

dalléd ighlander Folk School. I was told the F. B. I. watches

that place rather carefull}Pand that is what prompted me to
.-ile this letter.

g

I am thinking about workin-

and I do not
want to jeopardize my chance by getting my name on any
list. '

ir a government job

subversive

1 hope you will take this into consideration, thank you.

o/

Sincerely yours,
/é“?c-/

¢
.-
L l"; (,1'0’ E)(""’/ REC- 22 é/—'— 5’/"'@!!
L

.'_""""‘"'-'-'--"-.bm-

‘ X1 NOv 28 1
£ ALL INFORMATION CONTAIf:2 #1560
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFizD . isiimie
DATE. ]3]0 by
A4553 2
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have received vour letter dated

=

" November 14i 1960, and your interest in comunicating
n

with me is indeed appreciated.A;';%»; e e

Your letter is being made a matter of s
record by this Bureau; however, for your information,
the FBI is strictly an investigative apency of the .
Federal Govermment and, as suc does not issue

‘.I"

Ao B Ly

ar T m g R

clearances or nonclearances. L AN Pl L Lt

RO

1 an enclosing some naterial on the ”‘topic

of communisxn lrhich may of lnterest to yon R

T

- | Sincerely yonrs, .

- -_J

I~ John Edgar Hoover
BY @ Director .
awngg, e
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Correspondent states that he understands
the FBI has had an interest i ' i
Folk School

orrespondent
he hopes
to work for t vernment and he doe5 not want to \

i § his name on a subversive
‘-Pin

[ . - . a3 . . - . - .-
- . Ead - i pe B e B mom o a R - *
» Lo . o, A o . . FE
- . 1 . o = [ P !
- - . B

Jgopardize his chances by havin

list. Bufiles contain wo identifiable data concerning
correspondent, e .

. The Righlander Folk School has been the -
subject of numerous allegations that it is a communist

school and the headquarters of communism in eastern
Tennessee, due primarily to its interracial character,

These allegations have not been substantiated, The . .. ..

Bureau has not investigated this orgamization. . - . . .
- 61-7511 =~ =

: B 'The following items of iiteratdre were
sent to the correspondent, I ; v

*Communist Target = Yoiuth,*®
*Cormunist I1lusion and Democratic
~ Reality.®” - _ -
*What You Can Do to Fight Communism
and Preserve America." o
*"America = Freedom's Champion,*
Reprint from *FBI Law Enforcement
Bulletin,® Marchi 1960, with *An

Analysis of the 17th National '7?5'
Convantinn af +ha CP IISA.® B IR
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January 16, 1961

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:
Please inform me immediately as to whether or not the Higlander

i ’-"‘f Folk.Schonl of Monteagle, Tennessee , has been licted as a
Communistic "Front".

Yours very truly,

ALL INFORMATION NONTAINED
HEREL 13 UNCLRSSIFLED -
DATE 815184 BY SPK@%@ é/# 75 //' "\‘,.

ﬂ, |- ”J/ 2 JAN 25 1951 £
s Y
gl e

]DEAL CLiMATEv. GOOD COMMUNICATION ® ADEQUATE LABOR AND WATER SUPPLY & RACIAL HARMONY
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Dear

received.

. Although I would like to be of service, in carry:lng i
T out its investigative responsibilities, the FBI does not make

LA evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character or integrity - .
of any organization, individual or publication. I hope that you REENER
will not infer in this connection either that we do or that we do . :

not have data in our files relating to the subject of your mquiry.

Ty

B If you desire a list of the organlza.uons which have

- been designated by the Attorney General as coming within the =~ =
scope of Executive Order 10450, your request should be submitted
to the Subversive Organizations Section, Internal Security Division,
United States Department of Justlce, Wa.sh.lngton 35 D. C.

2500y
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R S : » Sim_:grel your

i “ .-
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JANZ 4 1961 Joba Edgar Hoover -

COMM-EBL ‘s /6__

i7" | Director -
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Note continued on next page)
‘hfb (3)

1%95 —J TELETYPE el -
‘ _ ,,

:lv’wr_s?_v_'_-, T RS ety TR T T T TN, s T e e
- Ty S STy WA Tro L E B



.o 41
- Letter to

NOTE (continued):

be identifiable

The Bureau is cog'nizant of the numerous communist
affiliations of personnel affiliated with the mghlander Folk School at
Monteagle Tennessee,
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DO—:_____, " ’ Mr.gson é
S

OFF ICE OF DIRECTOR Mr. Parson
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION Mr. Mohr
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE "'r Belmont
. CalTahan

March 2, 1961 : MF. Conr

T Mn
o The attached clipping was sent to Mr. Evans
the Director in an envelope post- Mr.|Malone
marked at Atlanta, Ga., with the JRosen

handwritten notation: "'Shouldn’t m’: :::::er

o W ey, - e o ¢ e et ot

this be investigated? ?" ' Mr. Jones
Mr. wW.C. Sullivan
Tele. Room
f Attachment l/ Wr. ingram
hbb N Miss Holmes
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~ And Dr. King

Join Forces T 5ot st
' /. court order. Freal of the

Atllanta’s uthern  Christi —~ _ . -
- L Te———— Qu $
L‘eé?lersl_xi;él;_ference — hegded yi"" soﬁr}, Wood said Thursday that the

ern
by the Rev. Martin LuthefyKing Conference iy awarelfu‘:dfmmp
, dr.—and Tennessee's confrover- _"j :’:i' school's reputation might r:b :{h}e
sial Highlander Folk School have but he added: i B
joined forces to train Negro lead- o ":Vi find Do reason not to oo
ers for the Southern civil rights hpq 1 € with any organization that
- struggle inferested in the development|
: L of full citizenship for Amer;
James R. Wood, SCLC adminis- which cannot be proved to b
trative assistart, said in Atlanta conducted itself in a manger
Thursday that 11 Negro leaders :t?tl:t'!' is not American or patri-

have already completed a one-

week course of instruction at the s are pact of

school and another 15 will attend p of a three
training program designed &h‘;f

¢ R 2 second course in two weeks,
L He said the first 11 participants :t‘;fgf 1°;§1asNegr0 leadership. The
3% were Negroes from Savannah and schools™ tg ;se are  “eitizenshj
Montgomery, Ala. None was from Highlander gradelfat?busmd by th
. [T}
Atlanta, he sa:nd; . :l'eSPOHdence l'nstitutis"a::j I?e :::
ucted by
THE SECOND class will be Y te conference, .

composed of students from Ten-
nessee and Kentucky, he said.
Mr. Hunt said the course was
designed primarily fo instruct Ne-
gro leaders from smaller towns,
who will then return home and
R ieach local Negroes.
2 “They're being trained to be

leaders and teachers,” he said.
}; . - “They are learning to teach sim-
: ple reading, writing, civics, poli-
L tics, economics and leadership to
UG Jess educated Negroes.”

i He said the course also included .
G o nstruction in the elementary phil- '
S ol | “osophy of nonviolence, social pro-
iest and “what prejudice is and

how segregation works.” -

o % »

MR. HUNT emphasized that Dr.

King’s org_anizat_ion hopes the Pro-
fmings” S i Seaualy il INFORMAIIION cmlxll_:TSuNED
On Bp Ares ed .

EAN, AEREIN IS UHCLASSIFIED

e e S DATE_2Jaled BYSEES

jj berland Mountains between Chat- '
(owuga apd Nashville, has been

“ involved in the past in several
political controversies. :

It has been stanchly defended

by Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt,
among others, but, in 1960, a Ten-
ncssee stale court revoked its
c_harger after t:i lt;gislntive im::w—s
'mmgmere.m,

ol =751 208
ENCLOSURE
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By LEON DANIEL

Monteagle (UPI) — Highlander
Folk School, & liberal outpost in
the rolling Southeast Tennessee
hill country, is quletly at work on
a pr‘oject designed to make the
scathern Negro's volce heard at

the poils.
Highlander is training wvolunteer
i-lteachers, whe return to  their
southern commaunities and set up
eckools to teach {lliterate adult
«Negroes 10 read and write well
.+ literacy testa for

voting.

The school has traveled a rocky
‘rozad sipce It was founded in 1932
by Myles Horton. 2 _native of Sa-
Jvannah in gegregation-minded
WSt Teonessee.

The raciaily-mixed school's char-
te. Was revoked for violating the
to't wegtegation laws following
wideny nu‘blmzed investigation

Lo Tunaessce leglslature.
uoo-n:Bu‘ the sv”mol was permitted to
1'¢ outinue cpe'dtlans pending ap-

Pt LA enurd ordep ift-

g LT
- v '

tie charter,

Ao e
Hiz 1lande1' Plan Designed To Help Negro Pass Ve Vo g Test

Horton said he 1y prepared to
appeal the case all the way to the
U.B. Bupreme Court. But right
now he Is giving less thought to
Highlander's legal problems than
he is to what he calls his “citizen-
ship schools.”.

In explaining how the plan|

works, Horton llkes to talk about
Johnsa Island, a rural area off the
coast of South Carolina., Most of
the people there sre Negroes and
very few of them, according to
Horton, are literate.

“We opened a school in a com-
munity there in 1856," he said.
“There were 208 Negroes and of
these about 30 voted. Now more
than 700 are registered and almost
all of them vote”

He said that as more Negroes
began voting on Johns Island
roads were built and public
gchools were Improved,

“None of thls has been done for
the Negroes by the local whites,”
Horton said. “With the impetus
and support of the school, taught
by local volunteer teachers, they

\-\......A

have done it themselves™
The teachers for the schools get
their training at intensive work-

shops at Highlander. Horton saidjs,

he has found that learning is mc-
celerated “when the mot!vation is
first class citizenship,

“The mechanics of the program
were worked out by Mrs Septima
Clark, our educational director,”
he said. “I have been experiment-
ing with the plan for years but
she worked out the teaching de-
tafls,”

Highlander Is financed by con-
tributions from throughout the
United States. Among the more
prominent backers of the school
arg Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt and
Dr. Relnhold Nlebubr, well-known
theologian.

Horton Baid he founded the
school “to teach the theory of de-
mocracy and brotherhood™ and
the school’s purpose has remained
the same down through the years.

A congressional commiitee, as
well as the Tennessee legislature,
was once directed to smoke out

charges of communlsm levelie
agninst Highlander.
. Horton himself has been calle
“Communist.” He said he ie
Democrat and a Presbyterian "in
I'm certainly not a Communist.’
He puts it this way: “If I wer
a Communist, I can assure yo
there would be a lot more Cor
munists in 'I‘ennesaee than ther
AT TIOW, L u:unx rm mu ‘DOU. a
educator.”

R —

Freezable Dressing
For Salad Developed

Albany, Cal. —~ ¥Frozen sal:
dressing is a new development I
sclentists of the United States D
partment of Agriculture, A dre:
ing made of safflower oll, wax
rice flour, and fresh egg yelks b
proved stable at 10 degrees Fal
enheit. The. sclentists now ho;
to give the product stability
Zero.
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
~ HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED - i~ -
DATEqiLm_BY
i s
: "1 have received your letter dated "*'..»{ >
l'.arch 3, 1961, with its enclosure, and the S
interest which pronpted your communicating vith P
me is appreciated. L
an While 1 'ould like to be of assistance. AN
the jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI,
strictly an investigative agency of the Federal
Government, do not extend to furnishing evaluations
or comments concerning the character or integnty
of any individual, Ulbd:u‘ul.iuu or publ:catien. I
am sure you will understand the necessity for this ..
olicy and will not infer that we do or do not have s
in oGr files the information you desire. S R
" In view of your interest in the internal .
security of the United States, I am enclosing some
lxteruture which you mzy like to read. _
r“""’i{"f\‘ki‘j‘ﬁ"\ L Siﬂcerel, ours, oo oo
FES S John Edgar Hoover 4 t"‘}t*’
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‘ le references to ~ .- - _ .
correspondent. S e LT

There gie no identifia

Conespondent wites apparently in self-justi-
fication concerning her views on inté-gration expressing
a segregationist's viewpoint while stating she is oot
a segregationist. She asks whether integration is
promoted by "communism" and then in her létter announces
that she does not oYpose inte gration but opposes - .
communism, She encloses a clippint from a newspaper = -
concerning the Highlander Folk Bchool which is described -
as teaching volunteer teachers so that they may return
to their community and in turn teach the Negro people
to read and write sufficiently well so that they can-- -

:
pass-literacy tests to vote., The newspaper article

pape
stated the School's charter was revoked for violating

the state segmmtion laws. The case is reporteéd to be
presently under appeal. Correspondent asks whether .
schools f this type are training Negroes to be o
communists and expresses the opinion that this schooI’$
"leader and other ones have been investigated and brought
to trial for Communism.” She wonders who is intervening °
in favor of the School's leader. = o

- -

Corres ondehf furnished Qh éddfess-on ﬁer

The Highlander Folk School (HFS) has been
the subject of numerous allegations that it is a commurist
school and the headquarters of communism in Eastern .- .
Tennessee; “due primarily to its racial character. - _
These allegations have not been substantiated. The .--l%.

Bureau is cognizant of the numerous communist . .
affiliatioms of personnel affiliated with the HPFS., The -

Bureau has not investigated this organization.
(61-7511-266, 267)
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The following literature was forwarded
to correspondent.

1. 'One Nation's Response to Communisn
2. "Communist Target-Youth,"

3, "Breaking the Communist Spell.*”

4, "God and Country or Communism?*

5. “Communism and the College Student.
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