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LO Pryor Street, S. W.

Hone J, Howard McGrath ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

Rashingron, D Co HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIZD
Dear Mr. McGrath: DATE 2 1 BY 57 Y

As a member of the Executive Council of the Highlander
Folk School, I was pleased to know from Myles Horton, the
director, that a number of people had written to you concerning
the recent visit tc the School of FBI agents,

14 is very disturbing that when the FBI visits the school
the question of Negro attendance there seems to be a contribut-
ing factor in confusing the School Wl th Cormunism, This ims very
dangerous, as I am sure you will agree,

In fact this whole manifestation of confusion in the minds
of reactionary people between unions, Negroes and Commnists
comes up often enough to deserve thought and care - and some
basic instruction to FBI investigators, especizlly those who are
southern and have deep prejudices -~ against Negroes, and often
against CIO union peoples

I have been on the Highlander Council for some twelve
years and have known the School for a longer time, I rarely
miss a meeting. Also I have taught in the School almost every
season and have spent days there. So I can testify from personal
knowledge that the School is a sound, healthy institution,
doirg a good job in helping train union leaders (AFofL &s well
as CIO).

If high character, devotion to the workers! cause, and
belief that union members will be better leaders and citizens
for having had some "workers' education® spells Communism, it
can only de so with very lgnorant and prejudiced persons.

Even though a sever case of flu prevented my writing nearer
the time of the incident that caused the letters, I am writing now
as I am sure you will want to know what reactions followed the
FBI visit to Highlander. -
. R
Y Cordially yours,

L

/8/ Lucy Rv-Wason
¥ncLoSUES
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 Pursucnt to your reéuest, the attaohed
letter dated Xayoh 20, 1951, asdiressed to Congrezsnan
Adam Clayto well, Jr., and prepared for your
signature, hds been reviewed. S _
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DEP ARTUENT OF JUSTICE .
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY ATTORWEY GENERAL ".° . ..[,
VASHITGTON @ o

“
S
. .

LA March 20 1951

Honorzble Adam Clayton Powell, Jr.- ,
House of Representatives
Washingt.on, D. c.

My dear ‘fr. Congressman.

This will refer to your transmittal: me.morandum of Feb—— )

) ruzry 20, 1951, addressed to the Attorney General, forwarding

a commurucatzon, with enclosures, from Mr. ¥yles Horton, Dir-_
ector of the H:Lghlcﬁrder Folk School, Lonteagle, 'I‘ennessee...

This., materic.l is very similqr to material that was pre—
viously forwarded to the Department by kr. Horton, ai vhich
tinme the Director of the Federal Burzau of Investigation ad-

viseq that he had checked into the allegation made by M¥r. Horton,
and he wished to assure the Department that the Bureau had never -

investigated the Highlander Folk School, any representative of
the school, or any other individual on the ground that the

Highlander Fold School or the individual participated in inter-
racial educational activities nor have the Bureau Agents in-
cuired relative to the interracial aspects of that school.

It is noted that lMr, Horton, in his letter dated Feb-
ruary, 1951, addressed to "Dear Friend", makes a new allega-
tion in the following words: ™hat strategy prompted the FBI
Agents to watch the school by night . . "

Ihé/i{?‘ederal Bureau of Investigation, through its Knoxville
of fice, made a most careful check concerning this allegation that
a physical surveillance or ™watch" was conducted on the Highlander
Toliz School at night by Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of -

Tavestigation. The Special Agent in Charge of the Knoxville of-

fice has assured the Director that no surveillance or "watch™ has

been conducted either at or in the viclnlty of the Highlander
Folk School, -

Yours sincerely,

Feyton Ford
Deputy Attorney General .
e < - — %
- a: / /

TRUE_COPY
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Oﬁib‘e Memomndum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
TO 3 The Director

; ' ) DATE: February 23 }9
\ ] gk

£ FROM .D. M. Ladd

[

I m
sUBJECT: H{GBLANDER FOLE SCHOOL p}| INFORMATION COMTAINED —_—
INTERNAL SECURITY = € uEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED e
o ;ATEQM&BY%%@ -

To answer your inquiries raised by my memorandum——
of February 21, and to submit for your approval replies te
eyton Ford of the Department.

Mr. Roger Baldwin and yr. F

DETATLS
Scope pf the Investigation of the Highlander Folk School

In order to clarify Just what investigation the
Enoxpille Off:.ce hag conducted cnncern:no the Hi.nhlg:;ggr Folk

School either directly or incidental to developzng Jull tnfor-
mation on the activities of various individuals, I wish teo

advise you as follows:

L

Under date of October 6, 1939, the Knozville Office
Jurnished the Bureau the first reported information concerning
the Highlander Folk School. ZThe first report reflecting
investigation was submitted under date of April 10, 19541.
This report set forth the information on the hisiory of the
school and the people connected with it. The letter and the
-report reflected that the fnvestigation was instituted only
after numerous allegations were received regarding Communist
activity at the school. No active investigation has been
Inade of the school since the closing report dated July 4,
1943. The file fails to reflect oany pertinent informnatton
received since that date regarding any recognizable Communist
,Party activity on"the part of the achoel itself; however,

allegations of Communisi Party sympathy or activity have V.

=TI e W = ——p

been received concerning persons “who were or had been

connected with the school. These investigations were directsd
solely toward the individuals and not the Highlander Folk
School. Some examples of these investigations are as follows;
William Walier Remingion, Perjury: .
Atomic Energy Adct - Applicant;

/[ of Government Employees; Security Matter - C;
VA Loyalty of Govern F
b - Security Maitar = C; e

RECORDf! ?R ﬁui_--l-'//" /Zé
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of Gouernment Eﬁployeea, and

mention was made &ither Dy or the Agents interviewin
him regarding the Highlande 0lk School.

A5 indicated in TnE Jour-poge
mﬁwd to my memorandum of February 21,
1951, the Highlander Folk School i8 not @ school in the
normal gense but merely has short session labor anj sogial
. study clasaea usually of aptwo %ﬁ%ks' durationy '

o = WO M-.ww
”“’””“‘Ljiﬁhoug s s¥aied abov’? no investigation has been
rade of the Highlander Folk School since July 4, 1943, the

lKhoxvllle 0ffice made an effort to develop
a conjicgencvial

Due to the volume of applicant cases ¥n the Knox-
ville Office, particularly Atomic Energy Act - Applicant
cases, people living at Monteagle, Tennessee, have been
coniacted; howewver; the Adgents working in thai area aras
aware of the general nature of the nghlander Folk School
ond the Agents have advised that no inquiries have been made

}concerning the interracial character of the school. SAC
Robey has advised that he has personally conitacted all of
the Agents in the Knoxville Office who had worked in Nonti~ ]
eagie and wvicinity in the past year and all have categorically

)denied that they have discussed the interracial character of

et .. ST S R - AN

the school with anyone and that they have exerted utmost

caution o0 nrevnent anunne fhnm nnininn +he fmnrocgeinn +thn+
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Answer to Your Inquiries Ratsed in My Memorandum
of February 21, 1951, Which is Attached.

l. Why was Horton carried on the Knozville Xe
Figure List and why was the case closed out? :

In June, 1940, Myles Horton, Director of the
Highlander Folk School, was reported as taking an active
part in or attending meetings hkeld by the various Comaunist
Party unmits in Chattanooga, Tennessee, and vicinity and
that he formulaied the policies and directed the activities

==sSyE s =L i srwas =S =t oV === - lee e fE A

approved on Uyles Horton. He was later listed as a Key
Figure by the Enozuille Office. Investigation conducied

oS Horton between 15942 and 1944 failed to substantiate the
original allegation that Horton was engaged in Communist
activity; therefore, by closing report dated January 25,
1544, the Xnorville Office removed EHorton from the Knorville
aey Figure List and the Security Inder Card on Horton was
cancelled by letter daited January 7, 1946.

2. You instructed that the Knoxville Office be
advised to make no further coniact with the Highlander Folk
School on any matter.

Pursuant to pyour instructions the Bureau on _
February 22, 1951, telephonically instiructed SAC Robey of
the Knozxville Office to make no furiher contacts at the
Highlander Folk Séhool on any matter.

3. You inguired, "Fhy did we utilize such cumber-
some procedure to get to the bottom of charges made by Horion
in December, 19507"

It has been the practice in the Security Division
(v immediately make direct contact with any individual who
might make an unfounded allegation against ithe Bureau. In
this instance we didn’t go directly to Horton upon receipt
of his Decenber 1(); 1950. letter because e recognized him

/~

------------ =Yy ==& Fr i e e — =

- o T

as a trouble maker and felt that _nothing would he gained Dy
n approach. Fe were wrong and I regret that we didn't

’ of all the local units, as Wwell as the enid up o
units. his information was furnished b# .
W - — T

: cron 2 . ention card was recommendsd and
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go to him tmmedigtely o biain spacifics fros Kis and
compel him to either prove or retract his statement,

4. In connection with using
aa G source qf inforlatton, you advised vos

being contacied for informaiion on the acttuiﬂes of the
_Highlander Folk School. You asked why,

M Ww“""'

Reply tqur. Roger Ba‘

Pursuant to your suggestzons, there is aittached 4£_
hereto for your approval a proposed reply to Roger Baldwin ]

of the American Civil Liberties Union in which it is pointed
out to him that the interracial character of the Htghland §*
Folk School has never been considered as the basis for an ;

investigation conducted by this Buregu. i



Memorandum from Peyton Ford dated February 19,
[ ] 1951, Dealing with Correspondence from Myles grton,
- Director of the Eighlander Folk School

R There is attached hereto a memorandum from Peyton
Ford dated February 19, 1951, with photostatic copies of
Horton's letter and attachments to Peyton Ford, together
with ¥r. Ford's draft of a reply to Horton. This correa-
pondence regards the same unfounded allegation that Agents
of the Xnozville Office have consirued the interracial
nature of the Highlander Folk School as being Communistic.
It ia not believed thati the Bureau can agree with Feyton
Ford's draft reply to Mr. Horton. Our Knoxvilie Office
sbviously should not conduct interviews in the Highlander
Folk School with stenographic or other persons recording
the interview. The attached reply for your approval to
Peyton Ford points out the reason why this procedure should
not be followed. There is also attached for Peyton Ford's
information a copy of the summary memorandum prcparcd con-
cerning the Highlandeér Folk School.

Kemorandum from Peyton Ford dated February 19,
Concerning Correspondence from Dr. Alibert E.
Barnett of the Candler School of Theoloqy

Emery University, Georgia

There $8 atitached hereto a memorandum from Peyilon
Ford dated February 19, 1951, which sets forth the contents
of a letter directed to the Attorney General from Albert E.

Barnett which alss reogards the unfnunripd n?]‘pnrx'f‘ion that

Agents of the Knoxville Office were investigatlng the
Highlander Folk School because they surmised "ithat the
Jree admission of Negroes as students at Highlander con-
atituted evidence of Communist point of view.," Obvioualy,
¥yles Horton has persuaded Dr. Barneit to write Aitorney
General McGrath in order to strengthen Horton's complaint
cgainst the FBI. For your information, Dr. Barnett is
mentioned in the Bureau files. These references reflect
that Barnett has been connected in one way or anoiher with

f“ﬁ\\ :h%e following organizations which have been subject to
§§§ \ considerable Communist infiltration.
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Southern Conference for Human Welfare - At a
dinner held on May 6, 1947, for the benefit of the Southern
Conjerence jor Human Welfare at Chicago, Illinois, Dr.
Albert E. Barnett wgs listed ocs a sponsor and speaker.

(100-10355-337)

The files also reflect that Dr. Barneit wgs one
of the members of the Ad Hoc Commitiee which welcomed the
Reverend Hewlett Johnson's arrival at La Guardia 4irport in
Kovember, 1948. Unusual publicity resulted from the fact
thet the so-called "Red Dean's™ first application for a visg
was turned down due to the fact thet he was sponsored by '
the National Council of American Souviet Friendship. (This
arconization has been declared to be within the purview of
Erecutive Order 9835.) (100-146964-1477)

The "Daily Worker" of May 20, 1949, reflects that
275 prominent individuals had signed an open leittier urging
that Congress reject the Atlaoniic Pac¢t and called upon
Presicdent Truman 1o setile igsues now ouistanding through
direct negotiations with the Soviet Union. Dr. Barnett
wes one of the signers. (100=-3-81-4)

Committee jor Peacejful Alternative to the
Atlantic Pact - On August 21, 1949, Dr. Barneit was listed
as an individual from Illinois who hed signed an open
letier to Senators and Congressmen urging dejfeat of President
Trurcn's arms program. (100-364437-7

Vid-Century Conjerence for Peace - In Chicago,
May 29-30, 1950, Dr. Earnett wcs carried as @ sponsor of
this organization srom the Chicago area. (100-364437-36 p.22)

Methodist Federation for Social Action -~ He was @
delegate to a meeting of the organization held in Ohio,
July 18 to 21, 1950. (61-3615-41)

No investigation has ever been conducted concerning
Dr. Fcrnett; however, as indicated above, there is evidence
~~"T-z:ting that he has been connected with organizations
wvhich have been subject to Communist iInjiltration. In the
attached memorandum to Peyton ford, he is advised that Dr.
Barneit has teen misin ormed by Myles Hortonm with respect
to nature of our interest in the Highlcnder 7olk School.

3

R A




ACTION ){ .

) There is8 attached hereto proposed letters to
Roger Baldwin and to Feyton Ford for your approval.

ADDEVDUM = 2-23-51

The Director further ingquired as to why mors
complete details were not furnished in the first instance

concerning the ertent of our investigation at the Highlander
. Folk School.

Inasmuch a8 the issue raised by Horton and Baldwin
wes to the effect that Special Agents of the Federal Bureau
of Investigation had confused interracial education with
comnunism, the background information furnished in our
original memorandum was designed to cover that issue.

Fe now realize that we did not give the Directof
sufficient background to enable him to properly evaluate
this situation.

¥e will make every effort to avoid this in the
Juture.

!
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Oﬁice Memorandnm -

: Director, FBI DATE:

FROM GAC , Knoxville

JGHLARDER FOILK SCHOOL
JINTERNAL SECURITY - C
Mr Neaes. -

(Pufile 61-7511)
SA, U. S. Treesu] Huﬁ\lﬁnuly ......

SUBJECT;:

U. S. Treesury Dept., both assigned Chattanooga, Tenn.,
voluntarily furnished an agent of this division the
following information:

i 7 On 5-4-51
"é?O /Dept., and Internal Reven

!y
. I . K
amesi
T ik 13| NETRRNON 1 2

G e
61-12 RECORDED . 45 * | AREY
MAY. 7 1950

ALL INFORMATION CONT’\IN@DEXED 53 -

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED %%
DATE 3 %%,@
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KX 61-12

Both men were thanked for the above information
and informed they would not be interfering with eny
investigations being conducted by the FBI. No other.
_comments were made concerning the Highlender Folk
School. - , S

The ebove information is béing furnished to the
Bureau for information purposes, and no further action
is being taken by this division. :

It should be noted that if a complete inyvestiga-
Mmﬁﬁmﬂ.g&_%wu&mm ,
regarding the Highlender Folk School, the results of
SUCH TEveTtIENYION WouId PossIbLy be xtrene Iy eiE —
~IIghtening, espeCidlly concerning sources of income ,
Tor thHIs school. ~HoWever, in view of previous instruc-
tions récelved from the Bureau, no effort will be made

to obtain such information unless instructed to do so
by the EBuresau.

’WJ&M@EL%
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SAC, Knoxville May 15, 198 -
Director, FBI

11y HI GILANDER FOLK SCROCL
17  INTERNAL SECURITY = € .~

oy e -07 U

Beurlet dated lar 4, 1951, which reﬂects that the Intornnl _
Revenue Burea: may conduct a complete investigat.ion of the Highlmdar S
Folk School. | | -

The Knoxville office should discreetly nrrange, it poas:lblo, I
to obtain a copy of the investigative report concerning this school from
the Internal Revenue Bureau. :

The Bureau should be promptlj advised of ail develo;xienti. "

ALL INFORMATION coﬁmeEo
~ HEREISUNCLA SIFIED
 DATE

v, T — -
& Lead_
 Clegg
o Glavin
iy vlevin__
el
o momen
v Tracy
parby .

el MAY 17 1951
one..

-—41%! T MAY29 TSI
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Mr. Tolsom " 1T

L. B. Nichols. "
S Prie

[V MYLES HORTON - ".. -
%) HIGHLANDER FOLK SC
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With reference to the attached letter from Herbert : (/A
Monte Levy, Staff Counsel of the American Civil Liberties . ..
Union, there are two issues involvede™ . ein i>¢i- T = L

e T TR Lt PRI
H P
2 '

:
(TR A

St at

The first issus - Does the FBI consider interracial R
education .as somewhat subversive and does 1t ask questions. on

this basis of neighbors. ': = % -ty oAt L R

I~ S | L I R

Investigation which was made in February proves this . ~.. .
view without foundation. To re-check the matter, I celled "¢’ : . '~
34 Robey at Knoxville and asked him 1f we had contected . . ¢ .
nergntors. be stated every Agent working in that ares had i 70 ¢
Leen cuestioned at leest twice and we had not contacted neighbors,

LN
Blcudanatand Colletersl to this ifssue is the attempt of the American
S (ivil Liberties Union to force the FBI to 1ssue instructlions = is.0..%-
P concerning comments on interracial education. There 1s no need
Tl v “r.» such instructions since they are part and parcel of the . "

B *.rezu's operating vprocedures and policies. To 1ssue such
R inLs.rudtions would in. effect admit that such & condition =

-w2sted. To date there 1s no proven case to substantiate this.

. The second 1ssue has to do with contacting thqfﬂighlandér
G Folk School. : o - e
: _ . L : : : R
Tne minutes of the Highlander Executive Council for
Tonumiy 22 and 23, 1951, whichwere forwarded to the Attorney

#;: Gzneval reflect that "beceuse of previous misunderstandlngs
q - ir i-terview with FBI agents, the Highlander Director (Myles - :.
\ - u-~tnn) ghall spesk for the staff and shall ‘ask thatl all © o
S ~~ntirns posed by any FBI agents be put 1ln writing, and shall’ "

make his replies in writing - provided legal counsel advises "'
tnwis sction.” This condition 1s, of course, impossible, and ' -
on February 22, 1951, instructions were issued to the Knoxville
Afice to make no further contact with the Highlander Folk .. #7
Scnool on any matter, '

A letter to Levy is attached.

- sewons ALLINFORMATIONCONTAINED | 4/ L/ 57 /- L
. HEREIN IS UNCLASSTFIED 'ﬂ’d?‘n&ozaaa*'/

DATE colo/o/ BY Sps-armjod 45 Mar s
Attachment i< / T 2ussERA __2

T M g i o e



BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Ernast Anqeil
bry Wetring MoCormick Barnas
Jonathan B, Bingham
Mrs. Dorothy Dunbar Bromley
Carl Carmer
Richard 5. Chlids
Norman Cousins
Edward J. Ennis
Morris L. Ernst
John F. Finerty
H. William Fitelyon
James Lawrance Fly
Osmond K, Fraenkel
‘Walter Frank
Yaiian Fry
Prof. Walfar Gallhorn
Asthur Garfield Hays
August Mackscher
Rov, John Haynes Holmaes
8. W. Huabsch
Rev. John Pay! Jones
Dorothy Kanyon
f‘A-I'I-. 1 -?--t
Frod. Eduard €. Lindaman
Senjamin F, MacLaurin
Merla Millar
Hurbert R, Northrup
Marlyn S, Pitzeis
. Eimar Rice

Norman Thoma
Willism L. White
C. Dickerman Wiltiams
Kaymond L. Wise

chrerm A CwiMMITTEE
Thurman Arnocld

Bishop James Chambarlain Baker
Regar-H, Baidwin

Francis Biddle

Frof. Edwin M, Borchard

Yan Wyck Brooks

Peari 8. Buck

D¢. Hanry Seidet Canby

D+ Alian ¥night Chalmers
wWilitam Henry Chamberlin
Grerville Clark

Fiol, Heary Steeis Commeger
Morris L. Cooke

#:9f. Geoige . Counts

Bt Pebewr ToTusbeg

kamer Davis

~oitn Dos Passos

Melvvn Doualax

Eav, Harry Emerson Fosdick
'2vi Vo Gacrison
an Christian Gauss

Charles W Gilkey
renk P @raham
Jarrison

Marvin C. Marrison

7 sy Hawa
v, Aabery w, Hutching
Dr. Charles 5. Jokngon

Saburo Kido
anjamin M. Kizer
Ti. dehe A Lagp
*raf. Haroic D. Lasswalt
M1, Agnes Brown Laach
blen Lerner

s Gmtart Mmrgr Lovedt
rict, Robert §. Lynd
2raf Archibald Maclelsh
he PoMarquand

s davidin

sonsp Frantis J. McCenanall
o BRI F TH N SR
A tausle

wuf Cp i, Bromiey Qxnam
K4, Rev. Edward L. Pariong
Jarmres G. Pation

&, Fhlilp Randalnh

Vooh Regees, Sl

kmo Roper

John Nevin Sayre

Ri Tev. Willlam Scarlett
Artnur . schlesinger, Jr.
Joseph Schlossborg

3!t Shepard

Robary £ Sherwood

Ral2z! Abba Hillel Silver
[jtiin= % Smith

Aot e Willlams
L. HoNirgiworth Woed

Do w s Lindtay Yeuny

AFFILIATED COMMITTEES

in Sictaan Areas
Eriila PP ¥ S

F / ) . A |
& CAN CIv &3 ES UNICN
170 Firra Avenug, New Yomx 1v, N, Y.

N _____ i
CRegon 559550

Ermest Angell Arthur Garfiald Hays
Choirman, Bowrd of Directors Guaneral Coumael

Roger N, Baldwin Morrls L. Ernst
Cholrinon, Netonal Commities Genarol Cosasel

) Clifford Forster :
Patrick Murghr Malin George E, Rundquist Georpe Solt Alon Reitmo
Execulive Direclor Assistant Director Staff Counsel Public Ralati
April 18, 1951
Mr., J. T¥dgzar Hoover S
Director M

Federal Bureau of Investigation

g;:};iggelt’ﬁitggftnjfc{“""1°° ALL INFORMATION CONTAINE T, Bove

e e
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE 229/%4__BY

I have recently reexamined the exchange of corresponﬂ’e%ce between o
Mr. Baldwin end you of last February concerning the Highlander Folk
School. TYour letter was most certainly responsive to Mr. Baldwints

Dear Mr, Hoover:

‘However, a careful reexsmination of the correspondence leads us to
belleve that Mr., Baldwin, who wrote you in his personal capacity
rather than as en officer of _}:lgis orgenization, did not quite hit ti
point which was iroubling the Eighlander Folk School suthorities,

1 e e v v

The real concern of the School and of several members of our Bosrd
who have been contacted by the school authorities is that some ques—
tions addressed by F.B.I. investigators to neighbora of the School
gled the neighbors to believe the questions were indicative of an
attitude on the part of these agents that Iinten-racial education is
sonevhat subversive. We are confident that thie does not reflect an
F.B.I, attitude. Nor do we know whether the interpretation of the
nelghbors as to the purport of the questions wes reasonable or une
rezsonable., We wonder hovever, whether, to avoid future repetitions
bof such incidents, it might not be poseible to issue appropriate in-
gtructions to your agents to gu=rd against eny implication on their
part thet inter-rsclial education 1s necesszrily subversive.
o ! \i :“
We note aleo {n'ypur letter 'of February 26 that you heve igsued 8ppTC
priate instructions to diascontimie any direct contacts to represente-
tives of the Schoole But agalm, although you were not informed of it
Mr. Rorton had not been opposed to contacts being made at the School.
Injeed, it would seem most unwise to discontimume direct contacts witl
the school representatives, both from the point of view of the F.B.I.
the estudents, and Mr. Horton. Doubtless the F.B.I. would be sble to
get much bYetter and fuller information from the officials of the
School then from the neighbors who alone are now.being conte.cted..

N } o/ (/ . " ’W” o iz o



R R

April 18, 1951

PR AR

‘I might add thet I have commnicated my views o Mr. Horton, and that he shares
them fully. As he states in a letter to us dated April 14, %I have no odjection

to direct dealings with the F.B.l., on matters of internal security or in regard

] to legitimate inquiries. ¥No purpose would be merved ... by my failure to cooper-!
ete In such matters.® He algo agrees that the real concern is the lssuance of

b appropriate directives to your a.gents concernming comments on inter-recial edice
tion,.

We shonld apprecinte your comments,

Respectfully yours.

Newtor M L

, Berbert Monte Levy
" Staff Coungel




R T | e ST dprid 30, 2851 e
A’r. Eerbsrt Eonte ,Lapy TR P T o
Btaff Councel

\Juer:caa Clutl Ltberﬁu Uniu AL[_ INFORMATION CONTA[N@
e L A

Dear ¥r. Lavys FLIIE2

: J wieh to cctaon!cdgc ;our Icttcr of 4pril 18,
) 1951, with further reference to the allegctions of Nr.
Nyles Eorton of the ﬂghlcadcr rolk Schu.l. e i

¥hen rr. lbrtou ftrat allegcd that iuterraotcl :
education was considered “aomevhat subversfue™ dy the FAIL.
and the bastis for fnvestigation we made @ very careful cheol
s into the natter. ¥e could find mo daats for corroboratien
BN of ¥r. Horton's stotement although §t was quite obuious that
o theee gllegotions had been widely dtaaenincted dy ¥r. Horton.
There are no facts to substantiate Nr. Horton's postttou
~ that FAI Agents considered interractol educction as "subversive,”
nor did the Agents ask questions which wouxld permtt any suck fm~
preceton to be conveyed. In view of the long~standing polfctes
o/ the FBI gnd the absence of any proven §nstances c¢f violations
of these polfcies I saw no necesstty then, nor now, to refterate
.tour policys Tha very thought that fnterraclal education is
"2 o bozis for the oonclusfon of "sudbveresion™ 18 sc far rewmoved
€ from the 6perat£ana of the F5I that I see no purpose to be
;ﬁ,ﬁ served in gending out eny tnstruotiona on this aubject at
, B thia time.- ; | . T
o e :

ﬁzyK Egﬂ«f' LI have noted your coumcnt as 1o the destrabtltiy =

~

=

F of dealtgg directly vith the Eighlaader Folk School. rm: '] G
s 1a exactly what we did do on the ¢ cqsion of oup last cok act
£ eith ke, béﬂé J2 ¥t hes alwoya I’fefu \uy Sviem ‘that the mest T . :
/s accurcte znformatton ‘can Dbe cbtaincd ctlyifron thcn, ST
/1% interested parties rather than Lron’ ihdiract o

: qui Sed <
2 '5§5;/Jrhc Highlander Executfve Cbunbll howpever, a e:fiigé?“;?
el d —— Ay A ry - ~y
‘f:ic?}Jﬁc' S4C, New Tork (With ' copy 3f'inco n§)>& * 5 e h" gf 5
;};,{_ S4C, Enozuille (With,copy o, inc f"Q S
7 T ees uf'. Efinon‘tm 'y)/'“ m 3
Voo e AN 72 DR
LB e "ﬁ 5 o 2 }APR 23 1951
% Yo N -, . N
3 32 ?})g‘ : ., . D L LOMA PR
; Q- Y ;
4"'}&& Qw" q . ) "": T T T T o gm{’j - -'—fJ i ‘ .




; 3
. !?5R£ﬁ;3
¥r, Nerbert Nonte Levy Aprtl 20, 1951 )
StafsS Counsel e T R e e

American Ctvil Liberties ﬂhton"{w_;“ - hjfluﬁ-‘yiﬁj:ilf RIS
170 Fifth Avenne D e w T T T R
Kew York 10, New TYork e : :

tx Jonuary, 1951, set up smpossitle conditfons for the
conduct of interviews to which this Bureau conld noé
accede, and accordingly we Ahad no ether chefce but te
refrain from corntacting those connected with the schoel
in matters in vhich they might be Aelpfuls

i I apprectate youﬁ cal 1ing this matterts iy
zttention. oo L e e : :

Fith beat wishes and kind reﬁcrdl,

Sincerely yéurl,'
¥, Rigar Eeoves

PR PP LT SR L T
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| 'WIGHLANDER FOLK 5CT00L '
T © "INTIRNAL SFCURITY = € %' . .+
B B ¢ B T A & S B
. .= - peurlet Moy 11, 1951 . ST
TN Pursuant to your request, there are being enclosed - -
i herewith two coptes of ecch of the two photographs whick . i
' you feruarded with referenced letters Ko steps should de -.
tcten ct thie tize to identify the $ndividuals depicted 8 . -
these photographs. However, they should be placed with -
your file in the ecoptioned nmctter for possible future - - T
tdentification if further investigation of %he Highlander - ~ -
Folk Sehool $s guthorized by the Durests . RS ET
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Mr. Peyton Ford
Deputy Attorney Genernl

Dlrector, FBI

HIOHLANDER FOLK SCHoOL " _
 IKFORNATION CONCERNING -

}y.!:jNaaﬁb‘ B . : -; O,ﬁ?,LH}%‘ééffhf?E,“Afgi;}i‘ ff?“i;_

Referenca ls nadc to the nemorandum datod
May 3, 1951, which the Attorney General received froa
Senator Henry Cabot Lodge, Jr,., attaching a letter
dated May 1, 1951, and a New !ork“Compaad'nowapaper
article dated April
Senator L

0 p oned
matler. We have made photostatic coples of thie corres-
pondence for our files and are roturnin; the orlglnals
herewith to you. T R PRI v

The enclosed material makes the false allega~
tion that the FBI 1s harassing the Highlander Folk
School because of itg lnterracinl eharaoter, Thio -
allegetion was originally made to the Attorney General
by Hyles Horton, director of thls school and, since then
several lndlvlduals have written to the Attorney Genera
in & similar veln., Thle previous corresnonderce has
been dlscuseed In our memoranda to you dated February. 26
1351, March 13, 1951 and March 28, 1951, _

No further actlon is conteﬂplated by this
Buresu regardlng the enclosed material. _
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:@nel; o
3:3rand the Feder Govorment...“regarding ’tha spreading of
the impressiofl that -this ‘Highlander:Folk. :Bchool &% =
rteagle, “Jenns’ where trade-unionists study
3 5 .,.,, ‘}cv. = XXf This s ot 80435t 48 very
_ policy Lor good 'rohtions for this “newspapu‘ R -k
rint. 1t... SEBUT 4 At 48 ao....it‘ia worse. policy $
or our ¥ B I*and !‘oderal ‘Goverment.. 3 :
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.nonon.bla Hem Csbot Lodgo, Jr.
United St.tes Senste )

%sshington, D. L.
g’ daaf Sciuhon B o . ) i 1}_"_.:,_,; ‘; .
’ . This 1- in rouponu to your noto of ¥ay 3 ! 7’%§
whick referrad 2 letter and enclosure frox
RN -+ oc-:ifer\ion 5 tiis Deps
ment. : e L
The or.closure ofﬁetter 1s an urticle o
from the *Daily Gowpess® of &p 951, which suggests . - -

thet wgonts of the Federal pyreru of Inve%i;_n-tion of this
Degortment hive hareescd tie Hiphlender Folk Cchool of
Yenteszle, Tennersee,

e !fq' I recpoure ycm for the be..efit of o
LR thet euch & pugpection s abrolutely felse and without eny
e o _fovnd:tion whrtever. 28 you krow, the FEI is strictly a» .-
R ©irnvertigetive orgsnisstion, in fact es Ml" g5 policy, nnd in- ‘
& _ dulges in no heresezent. : Cn e o
, In zccordence -1tk your re'neet, T aa ral sreing
{‘7; _.n:tte!‘ ard enclosure. . . _
K T A

 Yours sinﬁanl:r, :
o //\
’E’H‘Oﬁ qun )

_ Pcytnn Ford ?-- _ L
De,fut.y Attorray Ce"xeml '

mo 1 o=

e © MAY 21 195:
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EGARD OF DIRECTORS

Ernast Angel!

Mrs. Katrina McCormick Barnes
Jonathan 2. Binghar

iy, Dorgthy Dunbear Brombey
Car! Carmaer

Richard §. Childs

Norman Cousing

Edward J. Ennis

Morris L. Ernsi

John F. Finerty

H. Wiiliam Fitelson

James Lawrence Fly
Osmond K, Frasnkel
Walter Frank

Yarian Fry

Prof. Walter Gellhorn
Aithur Garfield Hays
Avgust Heckscher

Rev. John Haynas Hoimes
B. W. Huebsch

Rev. John Paul Jones
Dorothy Kenyoh

Corliss Lamont

Prof. Eduard C. Lindeman
Banjamin F. Maclauria :
merie Miliar

Herbert R. Northrup
Meriyn 8, Pitzele

Eimer Ricn

YWiiioey North Seymour
Norman Thomat

William L. White

C. Dickerrman Williams
Raymond L. Wise

NATIONAL COMMITTEE

Bishop James Chamberlain Baker
Roger N. Baldwin

Francis Biddie

Prof. Ecwin M. Borchard

Yan Wyck Brooks

Pear] 5. Buck

Dr. Hanty Seide! Canby

Dr. Allan Kaignt Chalmers
Wililam Henry Chambarlin
Grenville Clach

Prot. Heary Zteeie Commager
Yorrfs ! ek

Frat. Gewige 5. Lounts

Prof. deberr E. Cushman

Elmer Cavis

Meivyn Uougids

Scerweod Tddy

Thomes Mo khed

EE LR
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Gringy Hewe
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¢ Mors Lovadt
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LMDIE o Bice . €y Wraam
-

JeTias oL falton

« A Fhilip Rancolph

"'~ Wit ;{ogln IS

By, J‘!’ a

i Rev. Wiinam 3cariert
M. Sthissinger, Jr.
h Schoesil brg

Zoel Shepard

Cocaabert B Sherwood
Clabil Abba Hitlel Siver

U Mian E. Smith
Tdwerd J. Sparling
tavmond Swing

‘
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. Wihem Lindsay Young
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{AMERICAN CiviL f; BERTIES UNION

170 FirTe Avenug, NEw Yorx 10, N. Y.
ORegon 5-5990

Ernast Angell Arthur Garfisld Hays Joasthaa & Bingham
Cholrman, Bowrd of Dirsctons Senerel Covmal Secrefery
Reger M. Baldwin Morris L. Emnst 5. W. Hushech
Cholrmen, Notlonal Committes Generel Counsel Trosserer .
Clitford Forster I
Patrick Murphy Malin George E, Rundquist Herbert Monte Levy George Soll Alan Reltman
Executive Director Ansistan? Direclor Staff Counsel Public Relations Direltdy. Tdlemb
X ]
H‘ay 18 » 1 951 /
Pt v
\ -
Penagpwrtg
Secretary {7
J. Edsar Hoover RE: " FIGHTATDIR PP X"
Federal Burean of Invectication SCHOOL CASE ]
. e =
Denzriment of Justice d - Ry
SEDEL - oo e b | Tee Room .
Washinston, D. C. Z f"’Z,("f’-!’ A Mr. Nease... . ..
Dear Friend: %’&M

I am hichly emharrassed to vrite this letter, tut I do hove . -
vou will bear with me.

Yr. Hoover was zind enoush to write me on this subject a fevw
veells ago In resnhonse to & letbter I vrote to him, end I now
find to ny shame that the letter has gone astray in our files
end cannot be located.

therefore wonder if I could nrevail urmon you to send me &
ony of that letter.

1—:

With many thanks and deen appreciation in advance, I am

57

Cordially yours,

Jdf 1t

Herbert I.r_m . v .
Staff Counsel

RECORY / ‘
m .3?- ~ e ot A
WOER JUN 6 1951
A

ALL INFORMATION CONTAIRED
HEREIt 1S UCLASSIFIED
DATE
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wey 28, 19517
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¥r, Herbert Monte chy

Staff Counsel - | ALL INFORMATWN COVT'\INED
i';s’;'i}:h"}z:,{.,f‘”"‘.‘,‘" Onton  LEREIN E ENC’ L ASSIFIED

New York 10, New York . '_ ' DATE
Dear Mr. Levy: . o

Your letter of lfay 18, 1951, addrasud
to my Secretary, has been referred to my attention »
. cnd in accordance with your request, I am enclosing
B A X a copy of my conmuntoation to you of April 20, 1951.

i You may be sure that I am glad to be of
e asgistance in thia instance and 1f I can de of
Jurther aild do not heattate to communtcate with me. .

L : AP B St 1
T " - E N ncerely r
- ",, = e '-i t d- ’?JIC'E . T ) Jo mar ng‘r

6'1430°S r.f'

amﬁy '1430°S '@
I .
UOLDAVIG - OIALZ7F

q 4

[ et
wn
B = ' e - iy
-_7':' - ‘.“.-",7 = ' . - P . . N = o
£t Fnclpsure ' ' o
A Direlcltor's letter to Jlr. Levy of 4-20-51. .
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TO

L ) C '
Oﬁice Memo(;-vmdum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

DIRECTOR, FBI DATE: June 22, 1951

/ .
: SAC, KNOXVILLE | S

TTAUT AT TITE ounnT
AAVTDLANDLO 'Jvln 2VnVuuvi
- C

' INTERNAL SECURITY

(Bufile 61-7511)

Re Bureau memorandum dated 5/15/51 to the
SAC, Knoxville.

—nt ernal
Revenue; Treasury Department, sdvised asgents of this

ELAT F =g -T2 ¥4 —=—a Pdleaa ¥ a2 Fia P2 Hesemn

office on 6/14/51 that as of that date no investiga-
tion of the Highlander Folk School has been instigated.
However, he stated he anticipates in the very near
future that his department, along with Special Agents
of the Treasury Department, will conduct a full in-
vestigation of the 1lncome, expenses and operations of
the Highlander Folk School and its personnel.

He stated he would keep agents of the
FBI Informed of the progress made in this and would
be willing to allow agents of the FBI to review the
results of such investigation.

This Division willl maintaln contact with
and will keep the Bureau advised as to the

pfogress made in the Investigations by the Internal A
Revenue Department. : \‘
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61-12 N
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Offrce Meﬁﬁo/wndum

TO p 3 Director, FBI DATE: October 16, 1951
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UNITED STAT S GOVERNMENT

FROM' i; QAC, Knoxville

SUBJECT: HYGHLANDER FOLE SCHOOL %/
SECURITY MATTER - C {

Relet from Knoxville to Bureau dated 8-13-51.

S G R - o1 Revonus, U. .

Treesury Department, Chattanooge, Tennessee, advised an sgent of this
office on October 13, 1951, that as of that date nc action had heen
teken by his department or by the special agents of the U. S. Treasury
Department in connection with an investigation of the Highlander Folk
achool or any of their perscnnel. He again gtated he would immediately
advice egents of this office of any information developed &s & result
of hias investigation. '
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O]_’ﬁce Memv. mwlﬂm e UNITED §1 3OVERNMENT

TO  : DIRECTOR, FBI pate: L/21/52

FROM 1 SpC, KNOXVILLE (61-12) G]R—B

SUBJECT: Iglf‘-HLANDER FOLK SCHOOL  \
INTERNAL SECURITY - C

‘ReKxlet dated 10/16/51.

1 17, 195>, N ;. . ;. - 2

1

Revenue, U. 8. Treasury Department, advised that no investi-
gation has es yet teen conducted of the Highlender Folk
Schocl and its personnel by Treasury Agents. Headded that
because of a desire by the Internal Revenue EBureau to look
into the tax returns of gamblers end rocketeers his office
hed been ordered to discontinue eny investigation of the
Eighlender Folk School for an indefinite period of time.

He advised that he would notify the FRI in the event that
investigation was to be conducted &t a future date., In

view of these facts this cese i1s being closed administratively
bi the Knoxville Office pending receipt of this advice from
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Monteagle, Tenn.
July 31, 1953

¥r. J. Edgar Hoover.

Federal Bureau of Information. DL AR S
. Washington, D. C. : , S 5 e
_ - IR , EEERAT S TR
Dear Mr. Hoover: B - - R :
e, - A P o g P . | ! “;‘
) 7 am writing @ confidenticl Jetier, .The - Sy

Highlander Folks_ School, about three miles of lbntadﬁif;ff“
i believed by mony citizens around here,to be one of the

hottest beds of Communist teaching in the United States, . -
Tt seems they get a half bushel of mail o day. People -

around here can't understand rhat it oll meanrs, ... - .-
They have been here for years. They claim tAey are here
to help the mountain people, but no one knows of any
one arcund here they have helped. *

T

It is evident to me, from vhat I kncw, thet It fs a CLs

communist center, WNhat can be done about it? Who has

the authority to act in finding out about it? . i
Sincerely - St ER

/s/ W. A. 8wift
P.S. This I8 a confidenticl letter.
/s/ Rev. ¥. A. Swift

-_— T
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aggggggg.sr Four letter dated ._h_u;g 31, 1953, haa been rabeteed - .,

" sad she notives -un pruptcd yur nunlquun are m ih
' lpprccutcd._ Ly R . *,_ "".-‘-."'5.';*"5‘7;!1:%3;_?‘1‘--’;:;,.":“& .. hﬂ

e ST In view of the oontents of your Intcr I sa fuﬁ'nﬂ
' the Special Agent $r Charge of eur Kaexville OJﬁn h unﬁ
lgut centact pou IR the near futsu. o Ch R,

T : , . . T L. . v T
‘_-\ - -

8 _-‘ : - 1:-‘- “_'4'-:. . ‘: _:f Zua i . "_‘"-{.';_iin‘_ ’H‘; “hm"ﬁ"i*&_p:, f
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED Jonn Sdger gesver

2cc :- SAC, Xnozville (¥/Encl

, :

,:‘ . T . L . : . 1 .._..-’_ -

LA . Bureau files reflegt ‘that u nccubcr 2910” tkc— -.-jj.?—.j'_*é:‘ .

..~ oorrespondent communicated with the Burean conccrumgﬁ Eenile
dcl inqunoy matters cnd was cffordcd e oordtal octuou gum. s;

a.«- ﬂ;, Tetter .f uohonlcdgouut u bcing :6(101.46

i" p.latn envelope inssmuch os &u‘t jndtoutu tlult hc desirey ¥ i -
R dcn,ttty de *cpt confidcuttll. {R. -:.,‘ ER Jx-_,i‘i "‘_ S
7 - : C o = N
o ¢Buraau ,ruu Feflect that & seBu gy 5uvnuyamu5~
: of ‘thgHighland Folk School was closed in 19)i3, Knb6eville}.
~V S 1-.14, Snaamuch as no evidence was developed thail tA® ;!},
- 1 - uhbo} wie Communist controlled eor doaiwr !'M Jiles 40 e
o - \ T9~— not dtaoln’e pertinent tnformation \rccetvc 8‘»3. $ dote .5
P £ 2 o indtcatipy Communist Party activity gnighg part e ® ascheei;
Gert—— however, allegations ef Communist Party spydpothe ctivity
ws—— have been recefved corwcrning peraons who were or been
Jue—— connected with the achool._,/ So .
= ] fd m l‘/
Tt — Tcomm — FBLY . 0

Balloman .. ~ EAr ATy o
Moo by agc 2z T AUG 7 W&;r; 0 3./ U) ‘
- MAILED 30 27 -

s
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In regard to the Fighland yolk School Bureayu
teletype to Inorville dated February 27, 1951, fnastructed -
-~ -fmoxville to sdvise sll agents $hat no flsonsajien pra m

8 .hou.ld be made nun any suuumu npcornuw Fhg ygm?;_ TG

. -f"i .r b

" Bureau ledter dited Miy 1S, 1951, ‘nq.mnc ™

to discreetly obtafn 8 copy.ef the Burscu 8/ Inigrial I B, -

‘Smvestigative repert eoncerning the aohool. It $a Ro S

that o Rumber 87 centacts wers made with she Juroaw &f fiternki.

- Revenue for this purpose, By lstter dated April B1; %«;
- Znozville reported ihat she Buresu 8/ Internal Bevenss tuia

tion of the schoel had Deen postponed and the im'uu if zn
Revenue would adviae n'l'UlJ..IC ﬂfjiﬂl “ ‘Ill 'U“‘F “I‘i ' -:ﬂs -

investigation was gonduoted, .7 gl il g agh, %, T
In view. of the coutsnu nf iu oirrnpoudut'a_ ;gm
cmuntcattm you are requested to dutgnatc an agent ﬁ
discreetly contact the cerrespondent ss soon as possidlé ind
obtain from Aim the basts and aubstantiction for the e€llegsifons
.- made $n Afa Jeiter beariasg in mind the Buresyu 'l ip,ltruﬂm; Q.f
‘Pedruary 27, 1951, fmwnfon-mﬂucdp Do g TR

- "i&ﬁ it ‘-L"g'._&i;l-'s;~ -

In regard to the correspondent's inquiries set out in
his letter he should be orally advised that all pertinent '
snformation relattag to subversive activities should dbe rnukcd
o the FBI inasxuch as the FBI has deen given She generel™i.: .-
responaibilities for the tnvestigation of sudversive ncﬁ‘v tfn
within the United States under the aecurity program defined’ =

by n-ccuﬁvc orders and congrcutonal ncctuntc, TR, “;1,,;
A “--a-.‘ ddam akan?d l. unnlun#nﬂ i- nn-:ln*’i'n:‘.:u}'-' :

L ;ﬁ *RVew .U‘lt SR FRVWBALY FF wWw NPV FrFEN,
-tth thc correspondent’s allegutions -tthout ncurtng cpcctffo
Bureau suthorization as set forﬁu tn the lunuc.! of Inatrucﬁuc,
Bcottou BM, 54, : , I S 3 S 4%
L ERRES PSSt L\ N -"=z-4'-‘~= ux.."-”‘ w-*!sn et
A e ruuu of the tutcrutu should be prompily e
L Jumuhcd to thc Burcau -tth rc.rcrcncc bctug nade teo thim, . .

Icttcr. . A A U RN IATIRS

§"




o ¥R, D. ¥, LLDD August 25, 1953
"R MR, &, %, BILVOUT

ST IECT: MVLES BOITCN
(Jenner Cormittee Request)

“outhern

Jenﬂer bxb-rmittee requested ‘nare check o'
und

~ :._w..-_..

Horton long-time heed of righ- - .
lender Yolk School, Mentessle, Tenpgss . L(lode Bssociete of known it —- ..
Co~~unist rearty memters. ‘ctive In “outhern lonference for Huren Jelfare
{ECEY), & cited organiza.ion end outhsrn Conference_*ducational Fungd
'SCERY), successor orgenizstlon to SCHW.# Horton end on VWest, known A
Cor~unist, were ~rincirel orranizers of rrogre~ hiphlsnder Folk choqli“-
when letter or ganized in 1932 In Decerber, 1950, horton in letter tg"f
ir. Ylezg eccased “urezu Agents of questioning neighbors cf Folk Schodl
regarding visits of Negroes to School end also of steting thet & rress
relezse relessed by School would be considered ommunistic by a mejority
of southern neonle, Horton mede similer cherges in letter to Attorney
Sz-zrzl, Senstor Estes Vefauver, to the rress snd to others. Horton's
ellecetions found by Burcsu to be false., Horton In letter to Attorneyr
Tarerel steted that the Youncil of the School wes considering the
~rocedure for future interviews with “urecau Agents, 1. e,, of heving the,
Dirzctor of School only sneak for entire steff end of having ell
gacstions rosed by 2uresu Agents mut in writing. Director of School to -
gubrit rerniies in writing. Du“seo;ently ¥noxville 0ffice instructed to
“sve no further contacts whetever at “olk School. Present revéew ’
1i+ited to main files on Eorton and Eighlander folk ©chool, &nd summer§:s -
re“ﬁrt deted October 1, 1317, concerning SCHW which was rrengred in
zcc-rdznce with Executive Order 9835 snd which ccntains sumrary on Eorton.
"3ee™ references since thet sum~ary were rlso reviewed.® Forton wes re-
rorted ingtruventel in starting tme “orkers A3ljence, 4 sizneted by the
Attorney enerel Pursusnt to Executive “Yrder 10L50,

- r—

e —

Thet thn etteched merorendum be forwerded to the Jonner
Corrittee,

A‘f"c"gt'w ) _/‘!
20-11615; V61-7711 ' d
il-)Mrf sichels : \C,/ /9 ZJZ—- L//”’
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“Lovable Couple
. Now Retired
- Afer 60 Years

‘®y OORDON H. TURNER
" @taH Correspondent
the Bouth l.ml nation and in fTact
a lot of the world would not be
wvsetiv the mmme had it pot been
fer & iovabie, reiined couple DoOw
- Ssappily Mving in retirement bere.
High above the worid's His
vhlch they have done a lot to
* Jveal, are the Rev, W, Bwift, an
; al-time famous Methodist preach-

of

; Kelser, Bolh were born and reared
mot far sperl

‘ ke ATl e
Y *“Puastor Bwift” had written me
. ¢ they were "'tund” mpd that they
© aebuny Bchige. Afler
;v«mgbllzmg and holding a dozen
m ®¢ a0 pusiorales in many states,
N = L uadt auts w pretly Bome here
ol ok 20 years agn and settled down,
fre: trum nuw o, of routine pro-
fruronal dutien,
Anitnoge b anl
T o sl
0‘!1- 15

sgue Ky

nday schoo! assem-
Ay programs bere for 80 yean
(with %er hustand since the early
W W,
&8 m=y rolhing of continuing
Ty idaide ro-rerpondence, reading
from a large personal Ubhrary, and
ﬂl.ing in a thousand and one lm.le
wall¥ and clores around
eouple is yet quite active. L.
AL tneir tovitation by letter, 4}
an=Tt 4 recent unforreotiable dmy
wita ithis remarkabie couple,
wkom ¥ bud cever before met, and
'"for whope w doxen stories couidn't
Ay ey He 2 me the eourlely
o complimenting my good-will
LR A 1.
iy

a¢

WL ustate, BANd MYy GOk

cunsenioa tor me o write th

-m“.-".
L Bwift deccribed hardabips lo

I"’ asror DW"T VV

' I southwest Ken- §
tuaky durirg the latter guarter of §

gt has altended to J

ti. such an scquaintance,

Treneh e mrblisdty seeker, |mon.

-

'nlr.f':'

4

_ gt and his wife, {he former Irene $

—S8tatf phm by Gordon 3. ‘nmr
MONTEAGLE, Tenn--The Rev. and Mrs. W. A. Swift stand ix front of thelr pretty home

just inside the world famous m«:! uumbly g'romdl heu 'l‘luy have named TRt

Inglewood. . ~ ML AT

l¢° and when he served as school
janitor to pay Wa way through =
small college.

*When I was born thers warse,
no electric lighta or paved roads,
much less automobiles in Ken-
tucky,” be recalled. “But -
wagons, spioning wheels, and

3y lun-n.nnul- nl-' hmn- wers m-

oot e arn o ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
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*One winter 1 had but bne palr
socks (o my name and wuibhed

out at night to wear next
day,” he declared. *But before I

ocean three times snd traveled in
afl the world's ccntinents except
ustralia "

the Atlantic while on a trip to th
1y Land that be met the girl he

was to marry in 1909, Their ollest]

ughter, Mary Elizabeth, died nt

e § and oldest san William
lled in an mutomobile acch t
age 30. These loases were par-
ty made up, however, for
eanor (now . John R. West
Nashville) n came along
d then Mmter within & matter
of migutes of exch other, Thomas,
2fe-mest pm4 Warisrie arrived to

“Methodist pasto
lets in the worll
Firit Home Service
W. A's firat sermon was at his
home church, Mount Carmel, near
Murray, Ky. in 1898. Before re-
Qtiring a decade ago he held many

KIS Ty

+

4 Millersburg, Ky. An editor

urch papers for 11 years,
B2l d erdoT two Methodist cf
es (Kentucky Wealeyan and
thens, Ala), and had the dis
ncticn of clearing several towns
d -cities of the “fiith of alcohol
::i"mdecent shows and carni-

ﬁ:zrir... Mavien, Gi, 5¢ Clair,

Thin man wsccumulated whaet
y have been the iargest person-
) library of apy fellow-preacher
in the country ard though he bad
given away or sold pearly all of
it, he recently counted more than
1000 volunres iefi Toc, he bas al-
lways had a big correspondence
and -today waiues among keep-
¢s a personal letter to him

1 King Edward VI, three from
g George V1, mnd onf from
Queen Elizabeth IL
Galle J. P. Alloy A Btart
benefacior of -the late J. P,
Alley Br., creator of Hambone's
meditations who grew io be one
of Armerica’s greatest commercial
artists), Pastor BSwift is wery
»sud. While b= was preaching at
{Asbury Methodist in Little Rock.
e to bim
a good
b, teok bhim imto his home for
ee board, alept in the same bed
hlm for two years, gave bim
'y to take an arl course by

oy

S,

&

S hgewe .

Sy, Db WL WUl R,

with
mon
mu
nd

married I haé crossed the Atlangic|

It was actually in the middle of '

place the Swifts as the anly known|§
parents of trip- *

) neunbmupmmwmnduthdrmmm

o
; —~
7

; This is 2 photo of the Swifts’ triplet children, made whn Iiu
trio graduated from Jackson c:ty high school.

for the Memphis Commercial Ap-jwith a Ph.D degree. Now 'It.h Iy
peal, he considered changing to|top-spot on the University of Als-
one of the nation's biggest dailies|bama faculty, she gets back bere
at & tripled salary but Swift ad-|more often than the d.ber ehﬂ-
vised him to remain in Dixie. Heldren to visit the family.
did, and in Littde Rock became ] The Swilts hosted me through
‘rut lay Jeader and Bible teacher|their big home “so cool in summer
In Asbury church. Bwift per-/that we always sleep under blank-
formed Alley's wedding ceremony.|ets” He has a vegetable gurder
ind when be died a few years|(mostly beans and tomatoes now)
0o, wax called to presch hisland in lovely flower beds, ‘dahliar
neral. are a specially, There are encugt
The Bwift triplets, parent-like, bedn fn the big house “to slee)
wre blaxing their own brilliant{several families” and with tw.
ralls. Born In Lexogion, XKy.)kitchens. J got the Mea that mos
ey ;rldunted together at Jack-lof the time #t iz open house fo
n (Teunn.) hlﬁ. school under|friends from everywhere.
rincipal D. E y and the latefished on the backside ia
. B.~Ijams then city superin-|guest house as modern as tom
iendent They HNterally worked|row, which they plan to rent

their way through college -— Botlassdmbly visitors when mot

Ee

=8

EEII

ore. m!l with exceptional records.| Philosophy en World = = '3
Thomas attended Lambuth] Strolling In the garden
{Jackson, Tenn.), the Upiversity of{who has been a student of
Tenn. and Ohlo suu. and is now|ernment snd world
» graduate chemical engineer in|boyhood, gave me his
Houston, Texaz Margaret grad-|of current conditions, + - -
uated from -Wesleyan (Macon,! "“The worid, since T was
Ga.), Searritt in Nashville, andhas improved very fast mgterially
en from Columbia in New York|but constantly drifted morally,” I
ty when its president was Gen-[gaid, “But if wven ot Am
ral Eisenhower. Later she at-|really turned to God in prectics
nded the Universities of Michi-lwell as theory, we can ov
, California and Peiping, Chins.jcommunism nnd Inul thn work

he Perved & & iGlasicnary m(iato a greal spirilus! swakening
nulthe(:ommunmtookmntvouldhrmi ldmhlh
er and ls now field director of blenlnp to all. don't, I ten:
eAmerrilemRedmlBlel ::mm:rn” wt;nd-_c
Marjo oA rom lam-|ths w bnck a thousapd year
3 ‘Meonexe, and then|or sven desifoy clvilisa

th, Peabody perhaps ¢
rom ﬂaﬂbw#:r“phenﬂy tion Itnl.l." C Sivna—— 4
r . . R am.am »r - =

c -
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SUBJECT B remaner rorx SCHOOL DATEMBV&H%%@‘ =T
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INTERNAL SECURITY - O — Ny AT
1= 7511077 nlt.
Bireau latier to Reversnd W. A. mi Monteagle, ?}%}E_@ﬁ_
dated 8-6-53. yt
\ Jefa-...
Rev. WILLIAM ALmup/swm Monteagls see, was interviewed

at his residence by Special Agent n 8-19-53. Rev. SWIFT
advised that he 1s a retired Methodist Minister, ©l years of age, and that

he haa resided at Monteagle, Tennesses, for the past 10 ysars. Rev. SWIFT
roported that the Highlander Folk School which is located on highvay between
Monteagle and Tracy City, Tennsssce, was reportedly founded during the early
part of 1930 by & man named /DOMBROSKY. Rev. SWIFT stated that he aid not know
DOMBROSKY's first pame and that he had never met DOMBROSKY. Rev. SWIFT advisged
that DOMBROSKY 1e no longer comnected with the Highlander Filk School, but that
he 1s reported to be sympathetic with the Coexmunist. Rev, SWIFT stated that he

beslieved DOMBROSKY to be sympathetic with Communfem because of newspeper acocounts

'I'I’n}r{nn NOMRROSEY with strikas vhich vere an-fnn 21l avar tha 11n1-l-‘ﬂ !'_'-l-‘dma_

def W A ke W WAk e LARR W WP W W vea, ek W ¥ WA

Rev. SWIFT stated that he had never heard any cmnts made either by or accred-
& 1ted to DOMBROSKY which would lead him to belisve him to be Communistic and he
[ stated that he had not received eny reports of any activity on the part of
R DREROSKY other than the newspaper accounts of DOMBROSKY participating in strikes
L vhich would lead him to belleve that DOMBROSKY was sympathetic with Commmism or
any subversive organization.

-
) A_{ Rav. SWIFT stated that he has heen 1nronned. that the Highlander Folk
%\ A 8chool {8 reportedly opersted under the leadership of a man by the name of

)lHOT{I’ON s firet neme unimown. He seid that he has nsver met HORTON and does not
know anyone connected with the Highlandex Folk School either In the past or at
the present time. He also advised that he has never visited the Highlander Folk
School and has never associsted with anyone who has frequented the Highlander
rolk School or associated with any of the individuals comnected with this school.
Rav. SWIFT advissd that hs has no direct Information regarding the Highlander
Folk School ar any of Its past or present personnel. He stated that his only
S information concerning the possible sympathies of the Highlander Folk School i/
Ny vith the Cammnist Party or other subverslve organization i1s in the form of Voo
heersay informetion. Rev. SWIFT was asked for specific Informatlion even in the
rorm of hearsay upon which he baged his opinion that the Highlander Folk School
vas Camunistic in natwre. Rev. SWIFT advised it 1s his opinion that the Righ-
lander Folk School was dominated by Comunist Sympathizers on the Following

T J{"""}' evenis. ]
e ¢ WOEXED . gp o a3 g 395;_1 — _




Rev. SWIFT stated that sametime during 1952, he observed Mr, HORTON,
Highlander Folk School Director, throw awvay a copy of the Romanian News,
Sunday Bdition, dated October, 1952, numbered 206. Rev. SWIFT stated that
HORTON discarded this newspaper in 'I‘Jho Post Office of Monteagle, Tennessee
and he reclaimed the newspaper for Information purposes. Rev. SWIFT stated
that after reading this edition of the Ramanian News, he considered it sub-
versive in natwrs.

Rev. SWIFT stated that the Highlander Folk School has claimed for
yoars that the purpose of their location at Monteagle, Tennessee is to assist
the mountain people in that vicinity. He stated that he has been visiting in
Monteagle and vicinity for the past 35 years eand has lived contimually at Mont-
eagle, Tennessee for the pest 10 years. He stated that in visiting with moun-
tain people iIn that vicinity, he has yet to find anyone who has stated that

armrrma arvmantad widh Fha BltahTandaw TAall fahsan) hae aandod ot &

people in any way.

sed him some tima age that the
chool was msde up of Communist Sympethkizers. Rev. SWIFT ad-

vised the interviewing agent that Hdid not elaborate on the coment
apnd did not give any reasom or basis Tor ing this remark.

Rev. SWIFT alsoc advised that he had been informed by SN
that the Highlander Folk schoo}. ves & Igot
vas unable to furnish any additional informstion
regarding the comment and steted that Ehad not eleborated on this remark.
He also stated that he has seen extremely large quanities of mail being delivered
et Monteagle Post Office to representatives of the Highlander Folk School. He
stated this mail comes from all over the world and & great deal of it is in the
form of alr mall and speclal dellivery mail. Rev. SWIFT steted that he cannot
upderstand how eny school could recelive this much mail unless it wes engaged in
gome scrt of 1llegal or subversive activity.

Rev. SWIFT also advised the Interviewing agent that he had besn Informed
by seversl mountain people, nemes unknown, that while doing day labor on the
grounds of the Highlander Folk School, they had learned that there was a dullding
on the ground of the Highlander Folk School called the Film Center. Rev. SWIFT
ptated these people hed z2dvised him that no one, other than Highlander Folk School
perscnnel were &llowed to enter or go near thls dullding. He stated that he had
no other information regarding the bullding, but it seeamsd rather suspicious to
him that & schocl would be po particular in maintaining & bullding and its con-
+ante 1n such secrecy.

Rev. SWIFT stated that Dr. J. T. BLACKWOOD, & retired Methodist Minister
vho 1s 91 ysars 014 and resides at Monteagle, Tennessee, had cormesnted to him
that the Methodist Chureh which was located in the fmmediate vicinity of the
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Bighlander Folk School had been forced to close ite doors. Rev. BLACKWO(D
informed Rev. SWIFT that this church was farced to close its doors due to

the distractions offered by the Highlander Folk School persomnesl. He report-
edly stated whenever a church service wes in progress, the Highlander Folk
School personnel would plan a demonstration picnic or offer to take the
children on hikes or rides through the woods and in thie mothod dfistract

then from the church services.

Rev. SWIFT advised that the Highlander Folk School perscormel were
acting as spies in the different churches in the vicinity of Monteagle and
Tracy City, Tenneseee. When asked to© explain what he meant by this, he stated
that they attend a church service without invitation and the next Sunday they
would go to same different church. He stated that to his knowledge, they have
never caused any disturbance at any of these churches, but that they do not
continually go to the same chwrchk in the vicinity of Monteagle or Tracy City.
He was esked epecifically why he thought they were acting as epies and he could
offer no explination other than the fact that they 41d not attend any church
mgularily- .

Rev. SWIFT also advised that he had heard, source unknown, that several
manufacturing establishments had refused to build in the vicinity of Monteagle
or Tracy City because of the Cammunistic leadings of the Eighlandsr Folk School
vhich was located in the seme vicinity of Monteagle and Trecy City, Temmessee.
They reportedly stated that they 4id not want to bulld near the Highlander Folk
S8chool because the school would continually be causing trouble in the form of
strikes. ‘

Rev. SWIFT stated that he could not furnish any additicnal informatiomn
other then what wae related above. He stated he believed the school was a "hot
bed of Communist" and he based this opinion upon the several events which are
related above. Rev, SWIFT advised he wae unable to furnish any additional in-
formation regarding the Highlander Folk School either in the farm of hearsay or
otherwise. Rev. SWiIFT was orally advised that all pertinent information relating
to subversive activities should be furnished to the FBI, inasmuch as the FBI has
been glven the general responsibilities for the investlgation of subversive actl-
vities within the United States under the Security Program defined by Executive
Orders and Congressional Ensctments. He was Informed that if he recelved any
additional information regarding any subversive activities that he should
immediately notify the Special Agent in Cherge of the Knoxville Dlvision of the
Federal Buresu of Investigation. Closed. . )
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SAC, Inoxzville

Director, FBI (61-7511)

- , . ) .A)__-Nﬁ .-— ._ .. ‘_..V .
-V J‘Nﬁjﬂt_ V T e T
- INFORIMATION CONCERNING , AR
dmrmmz. SECURITY) T R Caew
gkt AN folk Sshoot -
ReBulet dated August 6 1953, directed to tru
captioned individual, Monteagle, Tcnneaace, copies of

which were designated for your office with the request -
that the correspondcnt bc tnterviewed. .

Eramtnation of Burcau Jiles faoils to disclose
the receipt of the results of your contact. JYou are
requested to forward this tmfornattan to the Burcau at

onoe. -

In the cvent theses datc have been submitted to
the Burecu, please Jhrntsh the datc and caption of your
comnunication. : ‘
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Director, FBI REGISTERED MATL 11/28/53
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EAC, Knoxvills (100-00)

. . o - ) f“,-' e i e lm
g . - sue t_siuo_rf_%eﬁ;__
% B , mrg‘m_
-~ HIGHLANDER FOLK scm T o
Thumbneil Eketch - :
INTERNAL SECURITY - € C Classtf
Beclass !

Re BAC Letter 53-T2.

There are no known subversive organizetions within the Knoxville ~
. Divislon purely local in nature, nor ere there eny national headguarters for
/ - * euch orgeniretions in thie division; hovever, the Highlender Folk Echool, .

Monteegle, Tennessee, 18 oocasionslly referenced in connsction with securi'l:y N
z-iter. snd, therefore, the following &ocumentation i being submitted:

; . . * .
2 fg ‘7}7 dmished the fo@ Eom!m regarding the Highlander Folk A

School, Monteagle, Tennsssee:

"The Nighlender Folk Fehool 1s an Institutlon located pear
Monteegle, Tennessee., It 18 an Institution with clssses om

e semlner besls and is supported primerily by donations from
individusls, from lebor unioms in the form of payments for
4 students who attend, and to soms extent by the Fermers' Unifon. - - -
It offors coursee of Instructlion in lsbor organizetion, soclal
economics, parliementary procedure end the genersl field of
lebor educetion. This school hes hed Communilset Jerty members
on ite staff end es Instructors,jend hes followed the prectice
. of velcoming CP membere ee students, dbut to my knowledge, the

school has naver offered eoursas of instruction In Qormunist

metters nor hes the C ;i;-;%;nt e;a;vé;mpletely con-
trolled the institution." 3 X

/a'

Confidentisl Informert Knoxville T-2, & governmental egency, hes
edvised thet LOUIS FRANCIE BUDENZ, aémlitted former editor of the "Deily Worker,"
en Eeet Coeet Communist newepaper ’and en officel in the Commnist Party, ed-
o viscd on 11/21/52 that the Highlandsr Folk School wes pro-Commmist.
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{T-2 is memo prepared by the House of Represent.atives Eelect Camitiee
to Investlgate Foundations end other Organizetl ! V
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Director, FBI L e e o ,u-/‘%/” -

Eev York sdvised Enoxville by letter 10/26/53 that this informatiom
had been mzde available to New York Office by Bureau letter 2/2k/53, entitled
"Use of Benevolent Trust Junds, Philenthropio and Elesemosynary Institutions
to Implement the Programs of Subversive Groups, I5-C.," The Buresu instructed
that in reporting the material it be attriduted to BUDENZ and the source
memorande be referred to only by confidential symbol, - :

) - AR 1A
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FBI KNOXVILLE 3-24-5} 6-15 PM EST
 DIRECT"R, FBI  URGENT

n O . '
MYLES HORTON, WAS., SM - C, HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL, I8 - C. CHATTANOOGA

e B

NEWS-FREE PRESS ARTICLE APPEARING MARUH TWENTYTHREE FIFTYFOUR RELATES
THAT HORTON REPORTS HE WILL G.IVE AN ACCOUBT OF HIS APPEARANCE @s WITNESS
AT SENATE INTERNAL SECURITY SUBCOMMITTEE mﬁnme AT NEW ORLEANS, -
INCLUDING HIS CLOSED HEARING WITH SENATorg JAMES EASTLAND, 'MEETING
SCHEDULED FOR THURSDAY NIGHT MARCH TWENTYFIVE FIFTYFOUR, AT HIGHLANDER
FOLE SCHOOL, MONTEAGLE TENN. IT IS REPORTED MEETING ADVERTISED BY
MAILING AFPROXIMATELY FIVE HUNDRED CAEDS TO PERSONS R:SIDING VICINITY
OF SCHOOL. KX OFFICE HAS RECEIVED TELEGRAM FROM MONTEAGEE, TENKN,, ON
THIS DATE QUOTE FBI, HAMILTON BANK BLDG., KNOXVILLE, TENN, I WILL
DEPORT ON THF EASTLAND HEARING AT HIGHLANDER S:VEN THIRTY PM TOMORROW.
SIGNED MYLES HORTONUNQUOTE, PURSUANT TC BUTEL BEB., TWENTYSEVEN .
FIFTYONE, INSTRUCTING NO CONTACTS WHATSOEVER SHALL BE MADE AT HIGHLANDEX}E'
FOLK SCHOOL AND THAT NO DISCUSSICN SHOULD BE MADE WITH INDIRUDUALS '

CONCERNING HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL, NO ACTION IS BEING TAKEN IN THIS

MATTER UACB.

| SOUCY ﬁ’/
END " //
6-20 PM OK FBI WA fch
TU ' - g
ALLINFORMATIONCONTAINED 1 4/- 777/~
HEREIN ISUNCLASSIFIED ~ ». = ~wsomoeo— :
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IS e
22

OUL 5 o :

LRI T i g S s L



§ e (‘_'f““ : € i
Oﬂice Memomnwm . UNITED STA’IgES §;OVERNMBNT

UUI!( IUI-III ll ll-

TO 1 Dirvector, FBI (61-7511) (REGISIERED MATL)  DATE: L/7/54 -
JFROM :  SAC, Knoxville (61-12) ,.
143 ("

: r SUBJECT:  HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOUL
I§ o

Re Knoxville letters to Director s/uf51, 6/22/51,
1 o

and 4721752,
Re Bureau lettere to Knoxville dated 5/15/51.

-@ On 3/19/54 1 1
]C_—~ Reverme , Treasury Department, advised SA

of this office that he hed again beer instructed to meke an
investigation concerning the Highlander Folk School and its
euployees in line with the information aet forth in referenced
Knoxville memo dated 5/4/51.

stated that he was notifying the
\.é) VC-’ FBI of this investigation in that he would gladly cooperate
with Agents of the FBI in furnishing any information through
officiel channels that they desired, * stated he
would notify Agent?nf the progress is imvesti-
gation and iIf informatlon wae desired concerning his investi-
gation, it could be obtained through officlial channels,

The Bureau will be kept advised of the progress

of nvestigation and if deemed advisable at the
completion investigation, a requeat will be
submitted to cbta e results of his investigations through

Internal Reverme Bureau,
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DIRECTOR, ¥BI

BAC, KNQIVILIE (100-00) .. . . .

Gmm ,OIK BCHMI, - .*‘__ . 7-. ,’ _'i N :-',-‘ \--'5_;&:..'; L r: '; r ] ) : T

Re SAC Letter 51;-22 and -url.at u/28/53. |

The thumbnall sketch omoommg the Highhnder /
Yolk Bchool as set out in reflet rresently fulfills ell EC_ 5
| requircments ss set forth in BAC Letter 54-22, . .
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- i ocdman
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- . . -t Ve
‘ - . Mr, gwxuz
FEDERAL BUREAU OF _IIWESTIGATION . ?{r. A —
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE ﬁ;
- Mr. Toom
- - - A M:—» Toes
M- e
: AIR-TEL . Tel., “rem_ o |
S s . / Mo 7D ovan
Transmit t.he'lfollowmg Teletype mespage to: /- Miss Gasiy.
FEI EKNOXVILLE 6/1/54 aCY/usw A

DIRRCTOR
HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL, IS = C. HE KX IET 70 BURRBAU L/7/54.

S 1V=RNAL REVENUE AGENT, CHATTANOOGA, ADVISED THIS DATE HE HAS
RECORDS OF HICHLANDER FOLK SCHOGL IN HIS POSSESSION guaussuiills

e R e ———
FROM TreiRiAL REvRNTE BueA! (.

’
¢

)

REVENUE DEPARTMENTAL REGULATIO NOT ALLOWED TO RELEASE THIS g
aoevh INFORMATION IN THE FIELD, BUT IMPLIED IT COULD BE OB'I‘A_INED FROM = E_“g
. e, revewe mockrs. . = O
- <L 2=
. (: E :.___9?_“
TN E = )
= =
=l
! [ 1/‘ :-—IJ i =
2 =g I )

_msnmmon 70 BE CONDUCTED WITHIN THE
/% ¥ 5

NEXT THO WEEKS. G T
souct RECOBDEG-S8 AR MAML,
END f cc_nﬁ- EgEo e e JUN 9 1954 '

helmont

Ll '
approved: &0\)’0 .

Speciall Agent in Charge
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* CONCERVING THIS SCNOOL.  XOW WILL “anroE B PUESE INSTEUCTION

L

m rE :a mrna acr.rot ::vrm asz*tnxm#mng@“,

PR RALAY S
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'01'5‘ ox¥ IRLLO’ ONLY: _ X
docated mear NGuwrEagle, Tennesses, Claszes are held on 8 nntun

~basis and tnstitutien is supported prturuy by donations frem : #%:
$adividuals, lador wnions and so forth, 8 school Aas lad C'O
Porty meaders on its stafs es instructorsiand

T STt I onnunfst satters sor the Con
e n.lcuu sver cupuu.ly ‘contrelled the tnstitution. ere '

me indfcation §8n Bureaus files to establish that $A¥ Highlander
&+ veew _School 8 Communist dominsited., The instructions eutlined $sn f

— wes FRfeTenced Butél of February 87, 1951, per instructions of the
. “director gs noted in o ulorcud"u X from aro, Ladd to_ the Dirut
E R "‘"*datcd nbr’g,cry 88 1951. e Zielas e
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