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R ANLESHHORTON, DIRECTOR ALL INFORMATION CONVAIRED / ;;;;m

PURPOSE DATE 8 BY_ML m"' ive

To explalin, pursuant to your request, the delé? in ]
answering the letter of Myles Horton, director or ‘the Highlander -
Folk School. .. I

DETAILS

Under date of December 10, 1950, Myles Hortu.n, who is the
subject of a closed security investigation; wrote a letter to
Asqistant Director Hugh H. Clegg {latter and enclosurea attachad), -
asking Mr. Clegg to comment on & news release which set forth the
alms and purposes of the Highlander Folk School. He further made
reference to an alleged statement made by an Agent of the FBI con-
cerning the news release.

According to the various time stamps, the letter was

sceived at the Bureau on December 15, 1950 (Friday). It was
received in Mr. Tolson's office at };:06 PM, December 18 (Monday}.
Mr. Clegg's office recel ved it at 5:10 PM, December 19, It was
received back in Mr. Tolson's office at 5:56 PM, December 20,
It was received in Mr, Ladd's office at 6:15 PM, December 20 and
w23 received by the Security Investigative Division (Mr, Belmont's
office) on December 21, 1950, for handling.

It was noted In Myles Horton's letter that he accused an
Agent of making an improper statement and in order to clear up this
item, SAC Robey of Knoxville was telephonlically contacted at 11:00 AM,
Decerber 21, 1950, and instructed to make inquiry among the Agents of
his offlice to determine If any Agent had made the alleged statement,
On the same day, while awalting a reply from the Knoxville Office,
& file review concerning the Highlander Folk School and Myles Horton
was made,

A teletype reply was received from the Knoxville Office
t 5:21 PM, December 21, 1950, whereln the alleged statement referred
to in Horton's letter was emphaticelly denied. On the morning of
December 22, 1950 (Friday), a memorandum was prepared, setting forth
background data concerning the Highlander F d Myl
Horton (attached), to which was attached 42j¢3bo /j;Z:a
Myles Horton over your slignature.
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. Ay oL
LETTER FROM MYLES HORTON, HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL, P@TEAGLE, TO  “\¢
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR H.H. CLEGG, BUREAU., RE TELEPHONE CALL INSPECTOR ~
LAUGHLIN TODAY. NYLES HORTON CONTACTED DECEMBER SEVEN, FIFTY BY Sas
3 RN - G 1V CONNECTION WITH THE N
~

., WILLIAM WALTER REMINGTON PERJURY CASE. BOTH AGENTS STATE

A o

N
| EMPHATICALLY THAT HORTON DID NOT SHOW THEM NEWS RELEASE REFERRED TO X

-

r

» _ N
/1N IS LETTER TO MR. CLEGG DATED DECEMBER TEN LAST AND NO STATZMENT N
VADZ BY EITHER AGENT THAT WOULD EVEN REMOTELY APPROACH HORTON-S 9
ALLEGATION. SIGMNED STATEMENTS BEINC TAKEN FROM ACENTS AND BEING -
FORGARDED TO BUREAU. \ ' 3
A1 INFORMATION CONTAINED 5
ROBEY HEREIN 1S UNCLASSIFIED— | =
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-Oﬁice Memomgz'duﬁz « UNITED STAT% GOVERNMENT

TO : ¥R. A, H. BELMON > DATE: December 21, 1950

FROM : P, L. L. LAUGHL]
~ JYGKL'VDER FOLK STHOOL

SUBJECT:  MYLES PORTON, DIRECTOR
INTERNAL SECURITY - C

(Burecu File 61-7511)

Tolacn

lagg

|

Clegg
Olavin
NHichols
Roseny
Tracy
Harve
Belmont,

Mohr

Tela.

I called SAC Robey of Knozville at 11:00 A.¥. today Nesse

and read to him the letter addressed to Mr, Clegg by Myles
Horton, Director of the Highlander Folk School, Monteagle,
Tennessee. I also dictated to Mr, Robey the press release
attached to Mr. Horton's letter to Mr. Clegg.

Mr, Robey was instructed to make the necessary
incuiry among the Agents of his Office for the purpose of

Koo

I

Bewrs

v

identifying the Agent who, according to Mr. Horton's letter, told
him that the contents of the news release which he enclosed with

his letter would be considered Communistic by & majority of the

Southern people.
I requested Mr, Robey to look into this matter

inmediately and to furnish the Bureau very promptly with the

results of his inquiry.
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Oﬁice Memorgmjzmz UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

A7 V
TO : ¥r. Iadd l>f} DATE: December 22, 1950
FROM : }re. Belmo :::g
@ ‘ nieors
SUBJECT: HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL ) : / Hoser,
MYLZT IORTON, DIRECTOR n S
INTERNAL SECURITY = G 1L INFORMATION COHTAINED tre——

;‘ [

Rursau file # 617511 HEREIN ISUNCLASSIFIED /' ==
DATEMBY&&% -

Purpose: Lt

To recom:end that the attached letter be approved for
transmittal to Myles Horton, Director of the Highlander Folk School,
This letter is in recly to a lelicr wiichh Horton directed to Assistant
Director H. H. Clegg at the Bureau.

Under date of December 10, 1950, Horton wrote the attached
1etter to Assistant Director H. H. Clegg. He attached a statement of
'purpose, program, and policy of the Highlander Folk School which was ~>
‘approved by the Executive Council on April 3, 1950, and a press release :
of the school dated November 20, 1950. In his letter Horton indicated
that a Special Agent of the Bureau had commented that the news release
would be considered Communistic by a majority of Southern people. He
contrasted the alleged statement of the Agent with the recent position
taken by Assistant Director Clegg at the "New York Herald Tribune"

Forum.

I o

'i_’

On December 21, 1950, the Knoxville Office was telephonically
contacted and advised of the alleged statement made by a Spscial Agent
of the Knoxville Office. Under the same date the Knoxville Office
replied by the attached teletype that X¥yles Horton had been contacted -
on December 7, 1950, by Special Azents (NGNS - d | _
oy in connection with the William Walter Remington perjury
case. Both Agents have stated emphatically that Horton did not show
them the news release referred to in Horton's letter to Assistant
Director Clegg and no statement was made by either Agent that would
even remotely approach Horton's allegationse

For your information the Highlander Folk School is the
subject of an eight section Bureau investigation. This school was ,k
founded in Monteagle, Tennessee and a charter of incorporation, under -
the Code of Tennessee, was taken out on July 31, 193L4. The school

at_its inception was supported by members of th§7§gcialist Party .
losure 4 )
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of national prominence,inrlnding Norman Thomas. The school was founded
to provide an educational center in the South for the training of
rural and industrial leaders and for the conservation and sncouragement
of the indigenous cultural valuas of the mountaing." Myles Horton, the
present Director was one of the original incorporators. A study of
the program of the Highlander Folk School indicates that the school
followed the Communist Party line to a certain degree, Literature
received by and distributed by the school consists of labor pamphlets,
mzgazines, Scclialist literature, and to some extent Communist literature.
The school is not believed to have passed out pamphlets of the Communist
Party as such but has contented itself with providing publications such
as "Soviet Power,"™ "Communist Manifesto," and literature which presents
the broad picture of Communism rather than that rapresenting the various
turnings of the Communist Party line. Many individuals of high Govern-
!ment, labor and social standing have andorsed this school from time to
,txme,lncludlng Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt, Mrs, Hugo L. Black, John L.
|Tewis, Mrs. Harold L. Ickes, and others. (61-7511-~132)

Horton was born July 9, 1905, at Savannah, Tennessee. The
investigation revealed that no definite proof of mewbership in the
Communist Party has been developed concerning Horton; howsver, there is
considerable inforrwtion reflecting his close association with Communists
and having Communist sympathies.

Reco mendations

It is recommended that the attached letier be transmitted
Lo i'vrton in reply to his letter to Assistant Director H. H. Clegg. P
.
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January 3, 1951
oS s o
¥r, Vyles Hortow . Lo -
Director ‘ . R
Highlander Folk Scohool
Yonteagle, Tennegpasoe

Dear Sirs _7:‘[177_1 ‘

This will actnbmledge your letter of
December 10, 1550, ‘ :

) It hae long been the established
procedure of this Bureou to refrain fron connen
om the stotement of ofms and

ting
purposes of eny
orcanization and, therefore, we cannot commend

on the palicies of your school. '

Fith regard to the statexent that jou ‘
attributed to a Spectal Agent of this Bureau, ihis
will advise that I have checked with the two _
Spectal fgents who contaoted you on Decenber 7,
1050, They emphotically deny that you showed them
ihe news relegse or that ithey made any statements
to you remotely approaching your allegation,

ep W A7 LIS L

Yery truly pours,

Hugh H. Cleg&ﬁ"f”‘.'
. _ Asaiatantéﬁiﬂqugr_all
L ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED |
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED ~
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- Office MemoSndum -+ wwzsp stfes GOVERNM

TO : MrR. D. M. LADD

FROM : :!‘?2 . 4. H, B ;” _—

Y
SUBJECT: " HTQHLANDER FOLK SCHOCL ;
Internal Security - T

PURPOSE

L 3
To recommend that the attached letters ito
Roger“Baldwin of the American Civil Liberties Union and
to Peyton Ford be approved. These letters as they now

read conform to the instructions of the Director which
appear on the attached communications to these individuals

previously prepared,

ACTION
The attached letters are being submitted for
your approval,

o The guestions ratsed by the Director on your_
, " memorandum to him dated February 23, 1951, are presently
"' being studied and the answers will be furnished to you

-*

ENT*

DATE: February 26, 1951

Tolaon
Ladd
Clegg
Glavin
Nichola
Rosen
Tracy.
Harbo
Belmont

Mohr

Tele. hoom
Nease
Gendy

|

I

|

- imnediately. ~ . _
g diately / . -:CO.?DED ) IUQT ___,_..-,...1; -/
"‘ Attachments DEXED - U3 h 1 1o5% _
. -, ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED oo
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED |
DATE_2/39|5d BY . @ A ’
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Hedreral Burean of Inurstigation
Muited States Depariment of Justice
MWashinonfon 25, . C.

February 23, 185 . .-
7{»43__..._.—- 4(“_-Odrvnu;tﬂpt_yt_;

ir. Roger i&. 3Zoldwin

“hazrnan, Jotional Comnittee
Lmerican Civil Liherties Unzon
170 Fifth Avenue

“ew York 10, Yew York ,

Decr ir. Baldwing d_ ~
WW’ [}

4pﬁptLu .
,. uour lett of February 14, 1251, §
concerninna the aichlander Folk School, in which you re} erred t
%o the FELI concducting an incuiry into this school becagse of

its interracial ecdu atlon, = 3 nterested ‘
10 know thaet I heve hed-a carejulaekecn zode antn Hris matigr. e

T This will agcure you no inuefjjébfTbr h bgen
~orcuctd concerning theJin%fFFibsz educatisnal facj tz s
of the cchQol you migjiﬂﬁed. ie havg,/nf course, i ¢ ocgasion
o~ morntact tives o this-school on indi
suck as u2pdli cnd security investicatinns.
‘Yo zdolican Wouiries hag Leen to secure i
saurce Jfor-tui éyﬁzrnmentcl acencigd in corsidering

!

b

’73"‘1-’/
. N . Y .y 1

“EM\

@)plii}ﬁ Te

In Afulfilling our resdoncibility to protect the internal X _ ¢
‘recurity o”\@ha country the Féggral tureau \Qf Invest10u+19n is o
charoes to iNpestigote any indiwiduel udon resgint of-eudstaniial ¥
informasion r fle“tlhu thet twdividral to be eong Qﬁ& in ¢ SUerszue E
dctivitu. ie hhwwve in the condisted a ljmited nynber of ¢
crecurity investi? ﬂfﬁﬂ/!;;?ln dividuals™Zieh recuired Nnouiry aa
ct the Hizhlander 1% fchool. I agcin whsh to cdvise Jau thet S

:
© ok investicdtions

cre not in z+1qte* on thxbagis that the

indi JLﬁuﬂj)” encaze? interratiaol educctiond activi ties nor
iac fﬁzs ﬁuehtzon considery n cny manner during She course o)/ the—
irvectipztion.

i
7

o

° the schonl houe -ev¥ier
"Leen misuncercised® or haove b e o cource of arritatian to

r. on, direct # the school ncve isrued appropriat
' inue any direci-tontccts with reprezernt

———m————TToweuver,

r%*wm-"_‘) ;;’b

N |
All INFORMAT[ON CONTA]NED Sincerely yonrs,

U"DVUFV‘HMFIAOOﬂﬂtn

UKL C‘!of/‘o"q BY

i
!

VULASOITIEY ~

: L Y
3
. vh
S' ﬂ.
e ANAY g Yo P,
L, Y P

W’“m?w‘m‘?



Ir. Peyton Ford
Deputy Attorney General

Director, FBT

DTYAaT AN ID r' TP OoOnrrant

L oriil i/ 8y F Vi uu Uud-a : J’ "
Infornation Concerning @
't

L 4

0 your two nemoranda dated Februargyv f
o correspondence fron Myles Hbrtou, X
hool, Monteagle, Tennessee, and 3§ {
{

f

Reference is made
15, 1351, wkerein you referre
cirector of the Highlander Folk
Sron Albert E, Barnett of the Can

Unzversity, Georgia.

er School of Thgglgau- A_E'mgry E:‘ &

¥yles Horton and your proposed drafit\ reply, I an returning thenm
to you. In connection to your propoped letter to Mr, Horion, I
cannot accede to the proposal of haulng our Agents conduct inter-
views at the Kichlander Folk School
ngr“nnﬁ€1_4§_$he~achaal_nn£sent.

- ..mJ——-—-s %r{

I 8 an eniy ousaal ;
S '“”*Trﬁ=eannni—b4_coneeﬂ
el oot ”ou d n‘ug
o x\ Fave insi fcu o
T r o= :"w-n-!- .”ter‘)':‘ e n-t +Fk o an
. -t L R EEE = J bAur
: , ¥
R N ; v s . - T,
C I have checked into this allecatipn made by kr,. Lorpon -i
fﬁ 2 i vent to assure nou that we have ncuver investicaled the

s 7ichlancer Folk School, any representativé of the school, or
cilher tncivicuel on the ground that the KFighlander Folk
nio2l or ike individuael periicipated in interracial educational
aclivities nor have our Acenis inguired relative to the inter-
roctal acpects of ihat school.

ot -

2

Y 4

TN

x|

p‘, (.

\ -

Nl

5

L
a7

e 1A

For your inforwé??on the Hichlender Folk School was

: invesTisated during the early 15<40's. This investl citon was W
Tl swericaied on allecations that Communist activities were being ¢
A ~rried on ot the school. ile—eeeeﬂmn%4&csed“fﬁ‘i@d“‘und“nv ;_
v peostiaet Lo O ~the—S6heol se—such—has~been nade Since INGT vimew g >y
S or crour furihker information there is attached herevith ¢ photo- T -
LT ‘atic copy of a four-page sumnary dated February 21, 1947, con- ?%4 ‘
“':f””f'—:;no this school.

LT N\ ebtbgbg f_ﬁ ?’flbxc 89@1- %
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¥e kave, qf course, kad occaston ta cantact repreaentatives

'of this school on individual cases such as applicant and security

investipations. The purpose of the applicant inguiries has been to
scecure infornation at its source for guidance of governmental '
arencies in considering arplicants jor anpointrment. In fulfilltng
cur responsibility to protect thke internal asecurity of the couriry,
the Federal Bureau of Investigation 18 charged to fnvestfgate ony
individual upon receipt of substantial information reflecting .
that individual to be engaged in subversive activity. ¥e have in
the past conducted a limited number of securtty invesifgations af
incdividuals regquiring tnquiries at the Hichlander Folk School. .
Houever, such invesiigaiions were not initiated on the basis that
the incividual was engaged in interractcl-educational activities

nor was this guestion cons;dered tn any nanner durtng the courec

of tke tnvestigatton. : : : : -

Fith rqference to ilhe lettcr you receiued fron
¥, reornett, I cen only stale thot he has been mistinformed .
b Mules Uortnn, director of the Highlander Folk School,

For pyour further information, in adciition to the
corresnendence betwcen Mr. ¥yles Horton and Kr. Clegg of this

syrecu as reflected by the nmatlerial enclosed with your memorandunm

of Februcry 18, 1951, we have received a conmunication from
're Roscr X¥. Poldwin of the Anerican (Civil Libecrities Union on
the core subject matier, Copies of Mlr. Raldwin's letter and nmy

renly thereto are ailached for pour inforroetion.

Enelfeooure



9F DIRCCTORS

Angeli -
* ury. Katring McCormick Barnes
onathan 8. Bingham
7 At Dorothy Dunbar Bromley
#r] Carmaer
~hard 5. Childs
: rman Couting
w« +ard J. Ennis
+is L. Ernst
F. Finerty
. william Fitelson
cames Lawrence Fly

. Walter Frank
Yarian Fry
© Prof. Waiter Gellhoen
Arthur Garlield Hays
- August Hechscher
- Rev. John Haynes Holmaes
B.W. Huebsch
Re.. John Paul Jones
* Dorothy Kenyon
_x Ceorliss Lamont
. Pol. Eduard C. Linderan
Bariamin F. Macleurin
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NATIONAL COMMITTEE

Thurman Arnold

Rishop James Chamberlain Baker
Roger N. Bafdwin

Francis Biddla

fref. Edwin M. Borchard

Van chi Brooks

Trad 3. Buck

= e hr'\ly _e‘dvl Canby

3T awmzr'

Ts Commager

frol. €errge 5 Counts
W, Frof. Robert £, Cushman
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v Macey Ererson Fosdick
. Garason
Ten Geauss
Crerles W Giley
L ? Graham

N -1
Aooan l. Ha 11500
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D¢ Chartes S, Johnson

Dr tderdecal W, Johasen
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Beoyemin H. ¥ er

Diodehe AL Lapp

I - 20 Laggmall
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v o Warss Lovalt
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sod Mucte

- Tr, J. Robert Cppenheimer
g .hop & Bromley Oinam
X Fer. tuno d L. Parsoms
Je 45 Fal on
4. Pailip Randolph
¥l Rogeds, Ji.
ke Lenar
Johr Navin Sayre
P! Sav, William Scasiett
Arthur M, Schiasinger, Jr,
Jereph Sanlossberg
3| Shepard
Socat T tharwaod

Lo a aiei Sriver

tawe-d J. Sporfing
Farmond dwing

ko4 Dorothe Titly

Auciey Wiliams

L Hotlingsworth Wood

D william Lindsay Young

AFFLIATED COMMITTEES

“n Tlrlean (5i%iad

ddfit 2 -&;—_r/- @ \
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‘ ' ) g"; . i .
A inRICAN CIVIL L1.¥.TIES UNION
170 Firra AveEnug, New Yosk 10, N. Y.

ORegon 5-5990
Ernest Angsll Arthur Garfleld Hays Jenathan 8. Bingham
Choirmen, Board of Direcfors Generol Coansel s
Roger M. Baldwin Morris L. Ermst I._w vabech P
Chalrmon, National Commities General Counsel / T /

Clifford Forster
Herbert Monts Lavy Guorge Soll Alan Zfiman M R
Statf Counsel Publffdelations Difecfor ip Digactor
L) e yesd B2

George E. Rundquist
Assistant Direclor

Patrick Murphy Malin
Executive Director

71176
February ]J.t, 1951 Mr. Ticey -,__,,,.7/

Mr. J. Edger Hoover

Federal Bureau of Investigation : Tels. Room .__... —
Tiashing‘ton, D. C. MrPecse .
s Gandy A}
Dear Mr, Hoovers Mﬁ @, \
& B

Tt has come to my attention as a contributor to tﬁ7§ﬁighlaagtgigf??§h
P W | R

recently been conducting an inguiry into thqufghool, spparently on
filthe ground that inter-racial education is somehow "subversive®.

I cannot quite believe that eny such attitude correctly reflects

refore venture to suggest thet you may be

interested to check up on the inguiry.
e would ;appreciate being advised of the facts 8s to why any
investipation of the school hes been made, . i

Since

CONTAINED

[P A VIV R R R V4 Call %

L INFORIAATION

1
’\L.l—l ¥Fai.dr s

HEREIN IS UNCLASSISIED

yaly
IDATEGLP&L__BY< PERTDJ Roger L

AeoUniueld - 133

INDEYED

,z_J—S'f
~2-94-5!

s Brelin

T
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Felruary 28, 1951

| | . 21175 p
Xr. Roper N, Balduinm _ : o ;}ﬁ\fg j
Chatrnan, Faticnal Connmititee
/lrertcan Civil Libertiea Union
1r0 Fiftil. Avenue ,

v York 10 , 50{ f%rk | #

Lear kr, Bcld*rta:

Receipt &8s acknoulecped of your letier dateﬂ

bruary 14, 1251, csncerr.ing the FBighlander Folk School

£
n wkick you referrcd to the FBI's conducting an tnquiry
nte this sclool becouse of its intecrracial educatton.

A careful investication tnto this maiter has
estehlished that ne ;nvestica‘ion by the FBI has been
conducted of the Lithcnder Folk Sclool on the rround
tiut that sckool or anrone connected vith it has
coorcored inierraciaol edycciienal cctivities., Repre-
sentetives of this Bureau kove had occesion 1o conloct
representetives of this schkool on indivtdual cases such
ags arplicarnt and security invesiticrstions.,

Iic.wver, since our contacts at the schonl
ore eitker been misvnderstood or kave heccore o
sovrce of irritation Yo Kr, ¥iles Horton, dirccicor
of tie aofool I have tesved anprepriate instructions |
tu fic COVfinue eny cirecct con£a0+s cith reoreuen*a%ivcs et
of 1hie cclool,

Sincerely rours, -

4. A F )
w
‘Gc “U -
430 s v
cc - Ngw York re) 3sush 30323
dk nozville w e surc) 1 ¢ 2
GELHiﬁi“L
X

KEREIN
DATE

ARl e rrBO s e
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) K’ Honorable J, Howard MdeG '
United States Attorney Gendda g o s
WaShingtOD, D. c. y R Sl : '-'J"

B A N - \ R —x Jgflﬁﬂgﬂ"a{ _ ;‘;’,l
ar Yr. Mctrath At ~INTERN ¢
) S 1 CIvIL RIGETS 8EC. (,

., E ;
liiss Lucy Randolph-kason, Southem CICFPRNLc Relations

Representative, has sugpested that 1 ask your advice about a

problem growing out of the attendance of Negroes at the Highlander
Folk School. Because of your ovn personal feeling in regard to

& serimination, Miss Mason felt that you would understand the
problem here ‘and be in a position to giw advice,

The Highlander Folk School endeavors to put raclal democ—
racy into practice; consequently we can expect a measure of opposi-
tion,

Ve hardly expected, however, to have Negro students mede
the subject of investigations by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
0On October 11th I wrote Senator Bstes Kefzuver that FBI zgents were
asking our neighbors about the zttencdance of Negroes and implying

otk Ay nenmcddssriminatdnon raldoy vaes enrmmistie and Ao ral
IO W Wikl TibalTulwiy ) LU duiil et | Tiead W Wwoomddibie b of Vodawr Caid B it e |

This line of questioning has created confusion in the minds of our
reighbors regarding the rights of Negroes to be at the School,.

On Dece: nber 10th I relsed this gquestion with lr. Hugh H.
Clegp, Assistant Director of the Federal Bureau of Inwestigation,
and quoted one of the FBI agents who had told me that he thought
cur enclosed rews release condemning discriminztion would be cone-
sidered co:mwnistic by a majority of Southern people,

The apparent confusion of racial democracy with communism
by the FBL agents and the implication of this kind of thinking
alarmed the Highlander Executive Council members who met January 22

and 23, /(7{
/
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Counecil members were also disturbed by the exchange of
corre spondence with Mr, Clegg. If agents can deny what they have
seid, they can likewise report things they hawe not been told, Since
they go in palrs, the rersen interviewed is at a disadvantapge.

With this problem in mind, a motion was made by Miss Lucy
Ranislph keson “that, because of previous misunderstandings in inter-
views with F31 aeents, the Highlander Director shall speak for the
staff znd zhall ask that all guesticns posed by any F31I agents be
put in writing, and shall make his replies in wntmg ~ provided
legzal covnsel advises this action,”

The Guuncil is not raising the quwestion of giving inform-
etivn, bul of giving it in such a way that the person intervieved has
the proicction of a written record. Could you edvise us as to the
legslity of the Council propogal that interviews be carrded on in
W‘riting.

Yz shall greatly appreciete your advice on this matter.

L Y NN T
ery sincesrel

Wrle “Yherton, Director
nisrlander Folk Schoold

LN - e m e £ mie v em d v e Vbl I VT K UL SN
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Pepartment of Justice
@ifice of the Beputy Afiorney General

fWashington

February 19, 1951

(B}

- ¥r. ¥yles Horton 7146
Director, Highlander Folk School ’
¥onteagle, Ternessee

¥y dear Mr. Hortons

This will aclnowledge your letter of Jamiary 51, 1951, ad-
dressed to the Attorney General, requesting advice about a prob-
lem growing out of the attendance of negroes at the Highlander
Folk School. You advise that the Highlander Executive Couneil
wembers are disturbed by the exchange of correspondence with Mr.
Hugh H. Clegg, Assistant Director of the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation, and comment that if agents can deny what they have
said, they can likewlise report things they have not been told.
You quote a motion which was made by Miss Lucy Randolph Mason,
which provides that the Highlander Director shall speak for the
staff and shall ask that all questions posed by any FBI agents
be put in writing and shall make his replies in writing pro-
vided legal counsel advises this action. You then request the |
Attorney General'!s advice as to the legality of the council's /
proposal that interviews be carried on in writing.

I should first poinqé§n;to you that the Attormey General
is zuthorized by law to giveg'aéice only to the President of the
United States and to the various Department heads, in view of
which I regret that the Department cannot advise you rezarding
the legal situation involved. It occurs to me, however, that
there chould normally be no serious objection to having Special
Apgents contact the Highlander Director when desiring information
from the staff of the school as contemnplated by the motion quoted
in your letter. Furthermore, I would suppose that written re-
plies to questions, either in the form of stenographic recording
of the questions and answers, or in the form of affidavits, would
be quite satisfactory. I beliecve that you will find the agents
quite willing to accede to your desires in this raspect.

Yours sincerely,

ALL IWFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN 1S UNCLASSIFIED--

DAT o

Peyton Ford
Deputy Attorney General } ‘7‘/(’
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Yebruary 19, 1951

¥r. Yyles Horlton - ' - .
Director, Highlender Folk Sohool L o 71165
konteazle, Ternesses : - : '

¥y dear Er. Bortont

Tnis will acknowled,e your letter of January 31, 1851, ad-
dressed to the Attorney General, requesting advice about a prob-
len growing out of ithe sttencance of negroes at the Highlander
Folk School. You &dvise that the Highlander Executive Council
members are disturbed by the exchange of correspondence with Kr.
Bugh H. Cleg;, Assistant Director of the Federal Bureau of In-
veetigstion, &and cognent that if agents can deny what they have
said, they can lik-wise report things they have not been told.
You quote a motion which was made by Miss Lucy Randelph ¥ason,
wiich provides that the Hiphlander IMrector shall speak for the
staff and shell ask thet all questions posed ty any FB8I agents
be put in writing and shall make his replles in writing pro=-
vided le.al ccurizel advises this gcticn. You then regsest the
Attorney Genergl's sdvice as to the legality of the ccuncil's
croposal that interviews be csrried on in rriting

I should firegt point ocut to you that the Atiorn ey General
i{i= suthcrized by law it~ give advice ouly to tha President of the
United Stetes and Lo the varlous Departiment rea4s, in view of
which I regret tnet the l'epartizent cannot advise you e arding
the le;al situation iavolwed. I% occurs te re, however, that
there should recrmally be no serious objection to having Speclal
Afenis contact the Bighlander Director wien desiring information
from tre staif of tue schirol &8s contenplated by the mellun quoted
10 your letter. PFurtherwore, I would cuppose thet writlen re-
plies to guestions, either in the form of stencgraphic recording
of the questions &nd answers, or in the form of sffldavits, would
be gqnite satisfactory. I belleve thet you will find the agents

st b wd V14 ke o ] oy +
gruice wiliing Lo accede Lo your doslres in this respecst.

Youre eincerely,

-é%; Peyton Ford

Deruty Attornay General

CiPims



Highlander Folk School for immediate releams
Hontesgle, Tennessee

‘ Jonteagle, Tennessee . . . Nm;fember 20, 1950 » .+ ."Our Christmas bells could
“” be freedom bells if we dared include all minorities in our circle of brother-
T: hood," liyles Horton told a conference of church leaders at the Highlander
5 Folk Schobl. 7 71165
“‘g "Freedom bells ringing in the cabins of Negro sharecroppers, ringing
- for eager minded students with opportunities limited by accldent of birth,
_7 and fresdom bells echoing in distant lands could £i11 the troubled world with
“‘* thoughts of peace on earth and good will toward man,” he sai&.
:: "Highlander's democratic program is based on the brotherhcod of
- man, Democracy to us means thai membership in the human family entitles all to
*he freedom of thought and religion, to equal rights to a livelihood, education
! end health; to egual opportunity to participate in the cultural life of the
sommunaty and to equal access to public services," the religlous ieadera were
wLida
- "We hold that democracy is inactive unless workers are given a full
; vaine in industry through unions; or famers are given a voice in the market
rmaze through cooperatives; or where freedom of thought and discussion is
1i7ited; and that democracy is outlawed by legally entrenched discrimination
wrreenation,
. "The times call for an effirmative program, based on a positive gogl,"
7

"An army of democracy deeply rooted in the lives, struggles and

e b --uJ"LC‘n.

Lrzditicons of the American people must be created, By broadening the scope

relationship, the army of democracy would be so vast and so determined that

nothing undemocratic could stand in its path.®
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Dear Lyles:

This, to 'my mind, is a thoroughly honest and perfedtly concise expression
of the prohlem you present. I cannot see how ir, MclGrath can fail to under—
stand ite significance, and understanding, feil to take steps towaprd the pre-~
vention of future trouble,

Please feel free to use me as a reference if you have such need. 1 am
aiways willing to speak or write my convictions negarding your perssznal inte-
grity and the high purpose of Highlander,

I sas here some years before you came. The newness of your program arcused
wonder and even suspicion in the commmity. We heard wild tales of communistic
4n+°nt alliance with Russia, machine guns in the zttic and varous forms of
101"?.1't . Feorle ceme to me with these extrabasant rumors, begging me to
"do son 1ethim about it." 1 did do something., I visited the school when you
"md Don Jest cave a "play-party" for the children of our community. I went

ma_m v.heq virn Do bro‘-sn started a Bible =tudy class. /e learned z pood deal
~hout soziol f‘onth cens in the days of Anos and Viezh, I went to 2 meet.'l

el A o fr s norts house he A ‘nn-wnnA down an i vou c+=1~+nr‘ h'l ans = nnﬂ

F LR SR | [ =3 - oL lj\ J.\_ Il )UJ_ LS S E ) llu\d LT I R R iy Ay Ay Yl.l Calid VU (=P Ll

fonds - for huilding a new home for him, I vent to a Christ,man perty vhere 1
-G‘.L‘_Ed with the chlldpen's games and saw you play Centa Claus with a bag of
vreszeats, Once I went to 2 sewing bee, another neighborhood benefit, I was
gick 2t the tine the P, T, A. was orgenized in your living room, but 1 heard
~a3. mtour i, I hezrd, too, of other "good deeds" —-- by this tire the neighl.ors
Yn3 something elce to talk about than the fearful fantasies of the early days,
Une dark nich®, Jim went 2 5ood wzy to bring 2 doctor for rne of my school
girls in time to save her and her iaby., "Iéidn't know there were such good
folks," pne neighbor woman said., Then I heard about the time that Clzudiez Lewis,
“he Nurcery Tchndl teacher, and anoihrr one from Highlander, prepared all that
was needful to bury a little child in a very poor family.

All tiese Lhings and many more convinced me that your purpose and plan for
conin® Lo live in our community was essentially good and had no ulterior motive,
i zaver y¢als i have learned more of your prectical program, your concept of
tme anocracy in your policy of non-discrirmination, non-segregation, and your
actnal example in living what you believe. I know a ninister who said, "l wish
I could feel thet I came as near as syles Horton to real consecration t-o the

Canse of real C"lrlstlanityn"

ALL INFORIATION CONTAINED .-
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED Li- 7571 -1%]
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iyles Hortm page 2 Jan. 21, 1951
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"Uo you think Highlander is redical?"® The last time I was asked this
question, I gave this answer which I would give today. "Yes, they are radical -
as radical as the Declaration of Independence - or the Sermon on the Mount."

It is because you dere to believe thet not only "all men are created free and
equal', but that there should be "liberty and justice for all" that you are radi-
cale and the one who bade all men to act like brothers, made no difference be-
tween his white children and the black,

I deplore the recent "investigation" of the F B I agents, implying as it did,
that your non-discrimination policy toward Hegro students constituted proof of
E vour conmunistie nature, purpose, plan aid intent. When racial democracy can be
v confused with communism in the minds of F B I agents, there is cause for alemm,
it ceems to me, Our community has come a long way in appreciating and under-
' svancing the policy of Hightander, its princinles, its practice of real democracye.
j But this faith though fostered for so many years by living proof &nd example,

cannot fzil to suffer from the shock of a visit from the F B I in ahich the
school's policy of non—discrimination is given a red tag and label.

Jith 211 this is mind, I am glad you have written this letter to krJcGrath,
T rome it leads to a definite understanding vhich will affect all future
interviews,

L3tk best wishes for you and the rest of the NHighlander staff, I remain

oy

Your friend,

L a;r’:f ustus
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b4 Highlander Folk School
Monteagle, Tennessee
December 10, 1950
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Mr. Hugh H. Clegg

Assistant Director

Federal Bureau of Investigatiom
Washington, D.C,

Dezar Mr, Cleggs

1 was nlrased to read from the Intemational Labor News
Serviece that you feel that the "success of communiam®
can be measured by the weaknesses of democracy. I am led
to believe by your analysis of the situation that you
would approve the enclosed statement of policy of the
Highlander Folk School.

»
d

in the South, people are often criticized vho believe as
we do here at Highlander that diserimination is incompati=-

i &’ Lle with !’.—rﬂogmcy In fact I was +told mm:-rd"l}r h}r one of
your apgents that the contents of the enzlosed news relezse
o would be considered coonmnistic by a2 mojority of Scuthern
o p:ople. |
g ‘ I sincercly thust that the position tuken by you in the
: llew, York Hereld Tribune forum is the official position of
‘ the P.B.Jd., and rnot the position implied by the activities .
of vour representatives who hove questioned our neighbors
regrrding visits of Lecroes to the Schools
wouwld you clear this matter up for re?
Sincerely yours,
_ Myles Horton
2 Director
=
&
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
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ih !ﬁna g ton
Dirostor
Bigdantor Follz 5hood

TN Ry gy

ibntosgle, Yeny aooe

)

Dear B

Thig uin aelmocind.;o your Jotter aof
d]gr 10. 19990

It hw 1on: becn the celablighod perooctire
ef e Lurese %0 refrain O edamning on the

vlatevsnt of ados el parpeos of any @ patloatdong
s, torcfwo, wo ernit pimvomt on the policise
ol your sdicole
it repnd %0 tho stnicatat Yt yoa
Ribubed do o Sacial Aopit of Guln Pupocy,. tile
ril" edvies tant 1 iave ohoosd with the teo 8 pocinl
Ageste ¥ho ootk eiod you o Deccsdor T, 1050e They
orpatially domg 4 s you sharad teen the nowe
rokmer o Lnt Boy mle oy statexnts ¢o you
rax Loly eppraoldn; your allogblone

Yory teady yourg

Ouh Ha Cleyg
Acsieant Dirocte

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
KEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
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from Highlander Executiw Council minutes

Jea 22-23, 1951
(pago 3)° Jea 71171

Horton gave a full report on some reocent actj.vit.ies of !' B x agent‘s who ae
quc stioning people in the comarsrdtys The sgents have been asldng neighborl about
Kegroes attonding or visiting Highlander, Hort.m :ead a 1etber he wrote Senntor
Kefauver which saldp in parts "They (the F B I ageats) ha'oe been parti.culnrly
insistent in their questions aboub t.he attendance of Negroes at Eighlmthr
sessions and conferences. l'hey mted to know where pecple ulecp and what gnu
.. . Mar the eonferenou are over ¢ . » I hopa you can rind tize to lock into
this situation and do aomethins to stop intimidation of our mighbon and the
irference that the non—discriminatim policy of the school, uhioh is that of the
CI0 snd APL, is cocmnistic and !.mmnlg‘ ' | ‘. "

Horton continusd that the agnnt.e are going arcund the comrmmity trying to etir
vp the people bty asking loaded quz- stions about the Negro students at Eighlandery
il ime, Horton read a nem‘-papar rerort that the asclstant Dlrector of the F B I
: &8s g speach at the hew York Heralk Tubune fomm in wiich e ssid discrimination

wns dncannatible wj.t,‘h Jemceracys Herton co:'g,rat.ula.ted tho FBI spokesman and

mpered a gomnent made bo him Wy an F B X sgent who sald thet a Highlender Sewe
re17593 whiech condexns Mserirdnation, would be coneidered cormuniatis by & majority
ei sontbirn pf‘oplﬂ The F B I Assistant Dimotor answered that he had perconnlly

@ the mestter and that both sgents who tedked with Horton, denied emphztically

T ey such statfmnt.

After proloaged discuseion, &t was noved by Ifu.cy Ra.ndolph Yazon that, bacausa
¢f previous misunderstandings in interviews with ¥ B I agents, tho Higllander
Director shall speak for the staff and shall ask that all gquestions posed by any
¥ R Y agents be put in writing, and shall make kis yeplies in writing - provided

il n g"“;‘}""% ggFTAlNED )
FTEJ S e OQ ‘ 61-151 =191
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hgﬁll consel edviscs this act’on, Motiem seconded by Fafl Fillimets
end pmuc. - |
it m also nwstrd hy H:Lls Hanan that the Direct.or ahall wr.tu
U W htiomey General Foward L.d?z‘t.h md mm' thie titu&tim and explgin

to hin why we hawe bren foread to taks this sction} and thstlﬂp!”
this letter shald be eent te Seanter Refeuver and Highlander Bponsorse

LS W
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STATELNT OF PURFOZE, PROGRAL AND FULXICT 7111‘?3

Vle reaffimm our falth in democracy as a goal that will bring dignity snd
freedom to 211: in democrecy &8s an eacmandln': concept encombassing wish
rel=tions frorr. the smallect coxmunity org,an...ze tion to internetioral struc—
ture; and permeating 1l economic, Soclal, end political activities.

Democracy to us means that aecbershi p in the human famdly entitles 8ll to
freedom of thought 2nd religion, to equal rights to a 1ivelihood, education
and health; to ecual oppo%um.t.; to participate in the cultural life of

the ccmmunity and to equal access to publie services,

We hold thet demoeraey is inactive unless workers rre given & full volce
in industry throug: wions; or fermers zre given » voice in the market
mMrre thyroneh coonezﬂ..iwe, or where freecom of thought end discussion is
limited; that denocracy is outlawed by iegally entrenched discrimination
and segragatlon, that the*e fiust be diversity of approach but each step.
rust be in confermity with the goal, which is dishonored by each undemo-

cratic act.

“:zth a democratic goal, we are in a position to fight anything
. i m

wta A 2
¥ whother 3t be totalitarian communism; or fesclsm orm

do mdinated capitalism,

The purpose of the Highlander Folk School is to assist in ereat ting leader—
c-ip for demscracy. Cur services aye available to labor, farm cotmunity,
re2igious and civie organizetions working towerd a democractic goal,

The nrture of & specific educatmnal progra: will be deterained by the needs
cf the ctucents,

Use of the services of tie School by individual organizrtions will be in
recordance with thelr own policies so long as these policies do not conflict
with the purposes qf tie School, & steff mecber will assist in planning
and coordinating all prograis. '

The dighlandsr Tolk School is a chartered institution, coonerziively owned >
by the tesching steff. It has ho affiliations., The policles and program 3
of the Scheol a wkol'.'.y det~ymined by an Executive Council composed of the

4f and recegnized Southern ledders.

Highlander Folk School is supported by contributions from indlvlduals, organd
jzations served by the School, foundations and tuitlorn,

UNCLASSIFIED
BY <

1

The times call for an affimetive program, based on a positive goal. An
army mocracy Geeply rooted in the lives, struprles and tracitions of
the kmencdn people must be creeted. By broadening the scope of demnocracy
to include everyone, ang deepming the concf'pt to include every relation-
q!";m, the 2rny of democracy would be 50 vast and so determined thet nothing

undemocretic could stand in its path.
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Approved: by the Executive Council, April 3xd, 1950
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}r. Feyton Ford
Leputy Attorney General Jehrucrpy 20, 15iY

Firector, FBI

PIZILAYDER FOLY SCEOOL
Infornciton Concerning

ECORDHD 24 C;/' ?Kfiﬂ/" -/fyfs?. . | B 21160

ERefercnce 18 made to your two nenoranda dated chruary

s, 1051, vherein you referred to correspondence from Kyles Horton,
director of the Pighlender Folk School, VKonteogle, Ternessee, ond
fro= s1tert ENporneti of the Cancler School of Theology, Awmory
'niversity, Georgta.

5ith rerard to the correspondence you received from

I'yles Forton and your proposed drcft reply, I or relurning them

to pou. In connection to your proposed letter to ¥r. Horton, I
caennot accede to the proposal eof having our Agents conduct inter-
views at the INipklander Folk School which would require our Agents -
te subnit written fnterrocatories at all timee in cll metters upon
vl.icl the FRI man be seeking information fron the Highlander Folk
Lerrnl, Furtkerrore, I cannot cccede to any restFiction which

would prokibit the FBI freorn interviewing any verson it saw fit.

In ihis porticular netter 14 18 suyrested that only the
Pi~rlancCer Direcior could or wonld bde contacted. Raihker thon
ccecce 1o any such restrictions, I would orefer to insiruct our
Arents to rcfrcin Jron cny coniact vith any nenkter of the

Fi-llender Felk Sckeol sfaﬁf

I huve clecked into this gllesaiion 1rece by 1'% \.,crf:ten

and I vant to casure yonu that we hcve rever LNUeSuI*GtCC he
Ficklancer Folk ciool, any representotive of the” schibel s or
any other z"c;vianal on the cround thet the Hij; hlzncer F%lk
school or v'c incividual periictipated in interrcoial ecipniioral
coiivities ror hive our zrrntu fnqu;red relciive tc the intcr-
racial ﬁéyﬁcts of that school. . <t =
EFJ _'3

F r vau Er’ hh;f Highlancer Folk c?ocd was

inneretds cted (ar hJ {@!eu 1 's. T'.is inUcof!~ﬁ‘£6n wes

ren PTECicated 0% el1é5¢] fEPP s % q?muunist activiiles were being
we__garried on ot he.Bﬁpobi }jr your furilier infornaiion ithere is altoclce.
e ercwit” a DROY soc 1@- ny aj{our-pa ge sumnary dated February

CLeTL

Kienols, oo L ig{?, concaeedn IS0 v 0L ¢ §
Fesen___ _ ° <
Trecr_ T
Harcs .
Beimon? X
Motx ;"J
;J::;h hook ‘:’En - E - ‘} I8 ir i_ 1
—— pal 2t FEB &6 155 A
; _ - . MALED 18
v kB p .- — .
LR {1,. P 1‘*' ¥ 1
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Fe have, of course, had occasion to contact repregentatives

off this school on individual cases such as applicant and security
investigation, ZIThe purpose of the applicant inguiries has been to
secure information at its source for guidance of governmental
agencies in considering applicants for appointment. In fulfilling
our responsibility to protect the internal security of the country,
the Federal Bureau of Investigation is charged to investigate any
individual upon receipt of substantial information reflecting
that individual to be engaged in subversive activity. We have in
the past conducted a limited number of security investigations of
individuals requiring inquiries at the Highlander Folk School.
However, such investigations were not initiated on the basis that
the individual was engaged in interrocial educational activities
nor was this question considered in any manner during the courase

of the investigation. . 71161

Fith reference to the letter you received fronm
Yr, Barnett, I can only state that he has been misinformed
by Myles Horton, director of the Highlander Folk School.

For your further information, in addition to the
corres ondence between Mr. Myles Horton and Ur, Clegg of this
Burcau as reflected by the material enclosed with your memorandum
of February 13, 1951, we have received a conmunication jfrom
Mr. Roger N. Baldwin of the American Civil Liberties Union on
the same subject matter, Copies of Mr, Baldwin's letter and my
reply thereto are attached for yourinformation,

v r’?
Er:ﬁ'&,—éﬁre
i
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‘ : FEBRUARY 27, 1951 URGENT

SAC, KNOXVILLE - - Aici/ /

“HIGHLANDFR FOLK SCHOOL, IS DASH c. AS xou HERE TEL PHONié‘LLf'L
ADVISED ON FEBRUARY TWENTY TWO, nzﬁETEEn FIFTY ONE, no 'CONTACTS -
WHATSOEVER SHOULD BE MADE AT 1HE HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL. YOU
SHOULD FURTHER INSTRUCT ALL THE AGENTS IN YOUR OFFICE THAT NO
DISCUSSION PRO OR CON SHOULD BE MADE WITH ANY INDIVIDUAL CON-
FRTRNING THE HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL.

HOOVTR

w -
(Per iﬁstruc:tions of the Directer set forth 1n the menoraniunm
from Ir, Leid to the Dircecior dated Felruary 23, 1951)

nlﬂ-nglll"

/1L IHFORMATION CONTANE
EREIN 1S UNCLASSIFIED
DATE 9&(‘)?4 &ogm)

b

~ INITIALED
\LLICR!'S CFFICE

S HGE0 | Q28

S — LSO 30143008
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- .= -t
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CLETYPE

FE1 WASHINGTON DC 2-27~51 2-18 PM HK
SAC KNOXVILLE URGENT
HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL, IS DASH C. AS YOU WERE TELEPHONICALLY
ADVISED ON FEBRUARY TWENTY TWO, NINETEEN FIFTY ONE, NO CONTACTS
wrA [SOLVER SHOULD BE MADE AT THE HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL. YOU
Z.OULD FURTHER INSTRUCT ALL THE AGENTS IN YOUR OFFICE THAT NO
. 5CUsSION PRO OR CONS HOULD BE MADE WITH ANY INDIVIDUAL CON-
CxlMING THE HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL.

HOOVER
CCRR - NEXT TO LAST LINE WORDS FIVE AND SIX SHOULD READ™CON SHOULD®
T 0N ATK PLS
CXOERT KK MJY

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DAVE 2/24)5¢ Bvﬁaﬁﬁ%@
PSS

g . . : . TR TN AT T ST Y
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-

Oﬁ%‘e Memomndzzm + UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

CONPXDENTIAL

TO : The Director DATE: February

FROM : D, M. Ladd mmﬂﬁ"my ¥ *orazaen
. BERFTY YS 15 ,,‘,(_ cor ALY 4
SUBJECT: - HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL EXORPT mErpg stomy. F1ED
INTERNAL SECURITY = C CTHERGISE,

Bufile 61-7511

Liansiiad
PURPOSE Daclass;

To recommend that the attached letters directed
to Mr. Roger N. Baldwin of th® American Civil Liberties
Union and SAC Robay of the EnoZville Officé be approved.
ihese letters are concerned with the unfounded allegation
“. jhat_jﬁg_{g%;pas "recently conducting an inquiry into the.

Highlander Folk School apparently on the ground that inter-
rasial education 18 somehow 'subversive.'

Al

DETAILS |
-
Inder daote nf February 74 TQ‘ET Rnnﬂr N\RHTHHH.

[ R A ] N E W y - et % W -l A SR S j

Sformer Director but presently Chatrman, thzonal Committee of

G the American Civil Liberties Union, wrote to you as follows:
R A -
e "Dear Mr. Hoover:
. "It has come to my atiention as a contributor
1 to the Highlander Folk School at Monteagle, Tennessee,
T : that agents of your office have recently been conduct-

ing an inguiry into the school, apparently on the
ground that inter-racial educatton is somehow 'sub-
versive.'

"I cannot quite believe that any such attitude
: corractly reflects your policies, and therefore
ek venture to suggest that you may be interested to

check up on the tnquiryRECORDED - 114 4/ 75/”"’ /{

"iwe would apnrectg\p gemb!aduzsed of the facts
as to why any 1nvestzgatzon of m %q&l has been

mcu_ie.' ‘@

8
[FET

e Sincerely yours, .
AR
/8/ Roger N. Baldwin “fl N
A .f-: (_}t
- : v .. Roger N. Baldwin" \\\ ’

(

g ) . rﬁitq.ﬁftants - ‘ 4
» kM /s - — V0 )(C
;ﬁg&f CONFI NTIAE' v A

¢t

&
L



CONFIRENTIAL

“¥r. Baldwin's letter is attached. A reply to Mr. Baldwin
is also attached for your approval, .

For your information, the Highlander Folk School
at Monteagle, Tennessee, is8 the subject of an eipht-section
Bureau case file and considerable investigation was con-
diicTeéd concerning this school during the early 1940s. The
SJirst report was submitted under date of Jonuary 29, 1940,
and a closing report was submitted on July 4, 1943, by the
Knozxville Office. For your additional information, there
is attached hereto a Sfour-page summarﬂawhic was8 prepare

;F%%é concerning the‘HighIaﬁaer Folk School dated February 21,
Ly

1947, This memorandum is8 up to date inasmuch as no
addzt;qnal-tnvestzgatzon has been conducted since 1943.

— o

o In order to deflnltely ascertain as to whether
e there was any basis in the allegation made by Mr. Baldwin,
T mentioned above, SAC Robey of the Knoxville Office was
telephonically contacted on February 19 and 20, 1951,
in order to develop full information in this regard.

On February 192, 1951, S4C Robey advised that

] the Knorville Office had conducted no znuest Eatzon con~-
cerning the Highlander Folk School as suf pwever, there
Pl

had been individual investigations made Eﬁxch had touched
(__—j_Lj——"'—-__‘

on the acttutt;eé‘“?“?ﬁzs éEﬁ?Fz;ffﬁZ;“““““
)
LY
» N

Case

Vi
.

I3 v
i
f Il

Ergy Act - Applican

was conducted over the

Investigation of
This tnvestigatio

period from April to October, 1950.
revealed that

jf;;; erajore, a part o g nvestigation of this gpolicant
; centered upon Ris connectlon with the Highlander Jolk Schopl.

Undey date of February 21, 1957, SAC Hobey advised by telg-
type there was no discussion of the interraciacl character
. o/ the Highlander Folk School during the investigation of
';,?/ this case. _

-2 -

CONFIRENTIAL
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CONPXJENTIAL

Security Matier = C

1546, Knorville initiated an investigation
inasmuch as information was received
that he had Joined the Communist Pgrtuy, USA

Durin

epruary
adyi§éd that during none of the znterv;ews wzth

//// was there any discussion of the 1nterrac;al character I

uw\\xﬁmhhﬁijfj~f?ghlander Folk iaﬁ ol. -¢,x
Bure Corresn dence 1th p%fzz a«u&a
ﬁ”

Horton Direct of the iohlander Folk &

You will recall under date of December 10, 1950,

¥yles*dorton, Director of the Highlander Folk Schanl wrote

a lettér to Assistant Director K. H. Clegg to which he attached

. a statement of the purpose, program and policy of the Aigh-

ST lander Folk Schoel which was approved by the Ervecutive Council
R of that school on April 3, 1950, and a press release qf the
school dated November 20, 1950. In his letter to Mr. Clegg,
Forton indicated that g Special Agent of the Bureau had :
commented that the nawE:EEIEEEE:Eﬁﬁld be consigered Communistic
by o majority of southern.people, He contrasted the opinion

L,

of the Agent with the position taken by Mr. Clegg at the

[

-3
CONFIDENTIAL
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" Myew York Kerald Tribune” Forum. Prior to answering Horton,
the Knozxville Office was contacted and Special Agents jig

O - SR, v:o intervicsed
Horton on December 7, 1950, in connectiion with the Remingion

perjury investigation, were asked concerning the Horton <
allegation. These two Agents furnished a signed statement >
to SAC Robey on December 22, 1950, in which they stated 3
emphatically that the news release referred to in Horton's ¢
letter was nevér displayed to them by Horton nor the contents
ldiscussed with them by Horton, and that neither of the two 3
Agents made any comment that even remotely approached the

PR

-
F V4Pt ™ 7/

statement allegedly made to Horton.' At the conclusion of
the interview Horton was insistent that the Agents accept

the copy of the 1949 Program of the Highlander Folk School,
and @ mimeographed release entitled, "Highlander Folk School,

Statement of Purpose, Program and Policy.” The signed \g

lstatement also carried the statement that at no time had ~
the Agents questioned neighbors of Horton regarding visits Bﬁ
of Negroes at the Highlander Folk School.

The Knoxrville Office had further advised that )
Korton had been interviewed on the following cases since

June, 1950: June 27, 1950, jin connection with the Reminogton =
case; October 6, 1950, in connection with the m\'
Atomic Energy Act - Applicant case; November 2, S0, ™

Jn connection with the Presidential Appointee, . o =
Department of State, Loyalty o overnment Employees case; tzij‘

and December 7, 1950, mentioned above. Sﬁé
3
{

SAC Robey in a teletype dated February 21, 1951,
has advised that the following Agents of the Xnozville
Cffice have either interviewed lyles Horton at the Highlander
Folk School or conducted investigations at MNonteagle,
TENNESSE and vicinity during the past year: opecial A

e i ety B

\{hese Agents nave emphatically stated that no discussion wasy ¢
rad with Horton on any matter pertaining to the interracial Qf&
character of the Highlander Folk School nor has any inquiry
been made of Horton or any person in Monteagle or vicinity

A&Lta_zfg:rd to the interracia{ character o{ 3331§Ch°21’) q:§
-~ CONPOENTIAL M{E 2 A

»
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Myles Horton is the subject of Bureau file
100-11615 which is now closed. He at one time was carried
on the Knoxville Key Figure List. ~

=~

It was noted in Mr. Baldwin's letter that the
|allegation against the FBI had come to his attention as o
contributor to the Highlander Folk School. It is possible,
therefore, that Mr. Baldwin had received his erroneous
information from Myles Horton, the Director of the High-
lander Folk School.

ACTION
A
In view of the above information, it §s recommended’
+hat the attached letter to Yr. Baldwin be approved. ?)ht
)
s \¥
There is also attached hereto a letter tothe 4
¥nozville Office instructing that any future investigation
of the Highlonder Folk School should be so conducted that Af\
no irdividual will obtain the erroneous impression that thay £ %
Fureau's interest therein is based on the fact that its #;ﬁ“w

lfacilities are used for interracial education.

L4

6944nL4¢ oV
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. :y KNOXVILLE 2-21-51 - 30-59 AM
é;‘-, IRECTOR VERY URGENT ATT - MR, F, J. BA
g - E | N ‘
,'1 MIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL, IS DASH c. RE TEL CALL FEB NTY, *

' e

"ELOUING AGENTS THIS OFFICE HAVE INTERVIEWED MYLE
'IﬁHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL OR CONDUCTED INVESTIGATIONS AT UONTEAGLE

ORTON,

THESE AGENTS EHPHATICALLY STATE

TH.7 WO DISCUSSION WAS HAD WITH HDRTON ON ANY MATTER PERTAINING
TO INTERRACIAL CHARACTER OF HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL NOR HAS ANY INQUIRY
BEEN MADE OF HORTON OR ANY PERSON IN MONTEAGLE OR VICINITY WITH RECARD

! TO INTERRACIAL CHARACTER OF THIS SCHOOL. FORMER SA L
.. AccowpaniEd s G ENEEEEINEE o~ NOV. SECOND, NINETEEN FIFTY, :::
" KORTON INTERVIEWED IN CONNECTION WITH casE ENTITLED NN Lc=,
BUFILE ONE TWENTYONE DASH TWO THREE FOUR NAUGHT FouR. (R ,&r'K'/g
FHISENTLY RES_;DING— .
et sA (BB ADVISES NO MENTION OF INTERRACIAL CHARACTE
OF HFS MENTIONED BY EITHER AGENT DURING THIS INTERVIEW. IN [N

AEAA CASE, THERE WAS NO DISCUSSION OF INTERRACIAL CHARACTEN
IS CONSIDERED A SOURCE OF INFOR-

Cory rrLED IN

DISCUSYION OF INTERRACIAL CHARAGTSR OF SCHOOL

cony ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREE S 8401 ASSIFIEDs 2
DATE 2 [ed_BYSP 2

'_ '
RECORDED - 114/‘/ e ey
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"Q?’) - L. eeMdoNLATIIS s‘a’zﬁnﬁ -
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J _TELETYPE'

) . ‘ B o \=1§p¢ o
. . . { g LA - N
FBI KNOXVILLE 2-22~ .51 -28PM EST '
oLEOWILE et A R EoN co
- s FBI DREENT HEREIN IS UNCLASSIF

ATIN, ASST. DIR. A+ ROSEN DATE 8Y
o ' '

HIGHLANDERJIDLIHSEKQOL, 18-C, RE TEL. CALL TODAY. KX LETIER
DIRECTOR DATED OCTOBER SIXTH 'rnmn'mmr: couumq FIRST REPORTE

10
D

IEF-E

Y

' MATION IN KX FILES. FIRST REPORT n}:r.u:crms INVESTIGATION WAS sun— o
MITTED BY SA‘ KX DATED APRIL TENTH; FORTYONE, THIS. ?""

REPORT CONTAINS INFO ON HISTORY OF SCHOOL AND PEOPLE CONNECTED WITH A
1T, LETTER AWD REPORT REFLECT INVESTIGATION INSTITUTED ONLY AFTER .
!mm:ncus ALLEGATIONS RECEIVED RE COMMUNIST ACTIVITY AT WFS. REPORT br *?

KX,'DATED DEC. THIRTYTH, FORTYONE AND SUMMARY REPORT

§
A
‘Q
L™,
) -
"OF SA — KX DATED SEPT, TWELFTH, FORTYTWO CONTAIN INFORMATION :
. CONCERNING BACKGROUND, PURPOSES AND ACTIVITIES OF HFS AS WELL AS = &

: PERSONS CONNECTED THEREWITH, NO ACTIVE INVESTIGATION MADE SINCE CLOS~

1 IHG REPORT OF SAC WM. A, MUBRPHY, XX, DATED JULY FOURTH, FDRTYTHREE

—

FILI FAILS TO REFLECT ANY PERTINENT INFORMATION RECEIVED SIHCE RE AR

" ING ANY RECOGNIZABLE COMHUNIST ACTIVITY ON THE PART COF THE SCHOOL \M5‘: -

ITSELF. HOWEVER ALLEGATIONS OF CP SYMPATHY OR ACTIVITY HAVE BEEN ..

T ————

ﬁ RECEIVED ON PERSONS WHO WERE OR HAD BEEN CONNECTED WITH HFS BUT TKESEdsz_
e st
iﬁVESTIGATIONS DIRECTED SOLELY TOWARD THE INDIVIDUALS AND NOT THE HFS.‘

; 3OME EXAMPLES ARE CASES ENTITLED — AEA-a

| i SH~C, BUFILE ONE SIXTEEN DASH ONE SEVEN SIX FOUR Tvo sif, -




PAGE TWO

SINCE HFS IS NOT A SCHDDL IN THE -

PR TN [EESTRRIET R T
Rkl S

NOPNAL SENSE BUT MERELY HAS SHORT SESSION LABOR AND SOCIAL STUDY

- — e A E - ar————— -

CLASSES USUALLY OF TWO WEEKS DURATION, NO CURRICULUM IS OFFERED

- e gy m— R s . s s o car ot o W

¥IXC WHICH WOULD NECESSITATE CHEC_I_{__S___U_I_I_}_[_THIS SCHOOL ON APPLICANT CASES

END PAGE TWO




n o O A, s
P T L g - LS

)

PAGE THREE

NO CASES RECALLED WHERE APPLICANT INVESTIGATION MADE ON EMPLOYEES,
STUDENTS, OR PERSONS ASSOCIATED WITH EXCEPT THOSE MATTERS '
PREVIOUSLY REFERRED TO, DUE TO VOLUME OF APPLICANT CASES THIS
OFFICE PARTICULARLY AEA-A CASES, PEOPLE LIVING AT MONTEAGLE

HAVE BEEN CONTACTED BUT AGENTS WORKING IN THAT SECTION ARE AWARE OF
THE GENERAL NATURE QF THE HFS AND THEY HAV? ADVISED THAT NO INQUIRIEEi

HAVE BEEN MADE CONCERNING THE SCHOOL OF MATTER OF INTER-RACIAL

ma——— - T
PP

CHARACTER OF SAME. I HAVE PERSONALLY CONTACTED ALL AGENTS

S ——"

S THTS OFFICE WHO HAVE WORKED IN MONTEAGLE AND VICINITY DURING PAST

i EAR AND ALL HAVE CATEGORICALLY DENIED THAT THEY HAVE DISCUSSED

>%3§$ //THE INTER-RACIAL CHARACTER OF THE HFS WITH ANYONE AND ADVISED THEY
e | \HAVE EXERTED UTMOST CAUTION TO PREVENT ANYONE FROM GAINING THE
_i% IVPRESSION THAT THE SCHOOL VAS BEING INVESFIGATED BY THE FBI.
o ROBEY | |
END . '
10-44 PM OK FBI WA LRP
5 BZDISC PLS
et cc " A FQ_L¥Q—1—M‘_
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Offrce Memorsmdum -

TO : Mr. J. Edgar Hoover DATE: March 5, 19 j:‘ Tvacy o
rector, Federal Bureau of Investigation' _ _~

FRO Peyton Ford : v

* /Deputy Attorney General / e oo

sy *{_MIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL _ b O

_Information Concerning - . :"'::: o

This will refer to your memorandum of February 26, 19?&
reply to my memoranda of February 19, 1851, regarding correspondence
from Mr. Myles Horton, Director of the. ﬁighl,anaer Folk . School,
Ménteagle, Tennessee, and from Mr. Albert E, Barneti of the Candfer
School of Theology, Emory University, Georgla. With the letter from
Mr. Myles Horton I transmitted a draft of a proposed reply for your

coment. In your memorandum under acknowledgment you siete in con-
nection with this proposed letter to Mr. Horton "I cannot accede to

£

the proposal of having our Agents_ conduct. 3nterviews at the Eigh- \
lander Folk School which would requi.re our Agents to submit written
interrogatories at all times in all matters upon which the FBI may ~

be seeking information from the Highlander Folk School.” You add,
furthermore, "I cannot a aceede to_any restriction which would pro- -
hibit the FBI from interviewing any person ii saw gw £it" and add o
further that ®rather than accede to any suck restrictiona, I would :
prefer to instruct our Agents to refrain from any contact with any ©~
member of the Highlander Folk School staff." I note further from a Ry
letter which you addressed to Mr. Roger N. Baldwin, Chairman, Na-

tional COvnmlttee, American Civil Liberties Union, under date of -

At 2l Tl e ~
reoruar.y {.D, J.‘.'.!DJ., YOU &UViIS€4Q Oum that sincs your contacts at

the school have either been misunderstood or have become a source
of irritation to Mr. Myles Horton, director of the school, you
issued instructions to discontinue any direct contacts wit}; Eang

resentatives of the school, RBER

s

- ;.. In this connection I want to draw careful attention to R LTSS‘I

draft of the proposed reply. $o ¥r. Horton which I forwarded with my ),:
memorandum of February 19 and to point out. that I did_pot suggest

+¥at TAu sccada 8 the veaunesl nf “F- Hnrtnq- Hv firat nnint wAS

VG U JVA AUWDWML W Ve .-.v-luvw- - Wra

that there should hormally be no serious ob,jection to having agents
of the Bureau make their contacts at one central point; that is, the
director of the school. This would not mean that further contacts
may not be necessary or desirable. My second assumption in pre- -
raring this draft was that if during the interviews it was desired
to make stenographic recordings of the guestions and answers, or to
answer questions propounded by the preparation of affadavits, I
‘lcould see no objection to that course of action. In fact, 1t wounld
-seem that there might be considerable advantage to the Bureau. My

2T LLUNISLUTISLAIET &UVSD

IR S LA P L Ll St e T g §

[~ a=1=1% e W w——

letter did not contemplate that you sccede to tha request that you
submit written questions in advance with regard to the seeking of

information. P .
q : RECORDED - 1391 I b/ 75/ - /-{y’ 411¢
3 | : "R 18 19 9
£ /z£' SR 13 1981

¥
4
[
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I ticularly do not want to leave the impression that
I am urgin a'ijE In your Egsent method E% gntw
School or any other organization, and I furthermorg do nof.mapt
to suggest that you discontinue all contacts w

other organization if you beljeve such contacg gre of valug in.
promoting th The draft was a suggeation of

& possible solution, ‘on which I wished your comments.

muLgx "
‘,'u_/.-. 4 o

M‘hh
W‘ w&_-
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ETANDARD FORM NO. 84 ( . é
.

Ofﬁce Memomndum e« UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
_r7

TO : MR. A. H. BELM \ DATR: March 12, 193].
Laod
FROM : MR, L. L. LAUGH. e
! ’  owowls
SUBJECT: HIGELANDER FOLE SCHOOL -
- INTERNAL SECURITY - C —v—
Mlmount______
, ———
Tols. Room

Reference i3
Congressman Adam Cla
on February 20, 1951

mede to the material forwarded by , woase______
on Powell, Jr, to the Attorney General
Included in this material was a form
letter dated Februgfy, 1951, captioned "Dear Friend” over th
signature of Myles¥Forton, Highlander Director of the Highlander
Folk School. In this communication the statement appears,

"hat strategy prompted the FBI Agents to watch the school by .M
.voht and to harass neighbors with questions linking Negroes |
with Communism is not clear.” ’ ))tﬂc

At 11;50 4.¥, today I called SAC Robey and aduised ./
him of the reference of this material to the Buresu. I particularly
read the above statement and other ercerpts from Horton's letter.,
I ingquired of Mr. Robey whether 4gents of the Knoxville Office
heé conducted any surveillances at nighttime at or in the viciniiy
of *the Highlander Folk School; also whether any informants

Cy b hove been contacted at or in the vicinity of the Highlander
Ry Falk School at night; and, further, whether the EKnozuville Office

= nwcd conducted any neighborhood investigations at or in the
: cicinity of the Highlander Folk School at night.

A - I requested Mr. Robey to look into this matter immediately
-ﬁg;i and advise the Bureau promptly of the results of his check.

Immediately upon the receipt of this information from
the Knorville Office an aeppropriate memorandum will be prepared.

Lllumer P

{ Nl T
A Vot /7
bl ; /
*wﬁﬁ,’ w" 2 | e/ 7571 - 158
[d\_m\i“' i léAR 14 351

-~

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

| HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
DATE BY%@
e ARty 1U51 LIV
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION

MAR ;:51 |
L1 INEORMATION CONTAINED TEL PE

* 4 PR UNGLASSIFED

.-HTE ?

3

v/’/ggxzcroa, FBI

ATTN- INSPECTOR L. L. LAUGHLIN URGE
HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL, IS DASH C. RE TELEPHONE CALL THIS

FO11.0NING INFORMATION FURNISHED---

1. KNOXVILLE OFFICE HAS NOT CONDUCTED ANY SURVEILLANCES AT
AT OR IN VICINITY HFS.

2. KNOXVILLE OFFICE HAS NOT CONTACTED ANY INFORMANTS AT OR

FBI KNOXVILLE 3-12-51 §-05 PM zsyﬂ_

m.

AL i B

NIGHT

IN
VICINITY HFS AT NIGHT.
d 5. KNOXVILLE OFFICE HAS NOT CONDUCTED ANY NEIGHBORKOOD INVESTIGATIONS
o || AT OR IN VICINITY HFS AT NICHT.  HOVEVER, ]
R - - WAS CONTACTED FROM
A/ Lo ) S
i 'ﬁ
¥ ‘ ;\ .
3 - drownch - lf m14 1351 ROBEY
. £
ACK AND HOLD PLS EX 111
/6-03 PM OK FBI WA NRJ e V’
, fI1 //9[’7
A nrq‘ S r /‘U
anuan17 I8l '
e ==




Director of_Highlander Folk School at Monteagle, Tennessee p
has been in recent correspondence with you about -the ac~
tivities of agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation
~ in that mountain community. Apparently, some agents have
' surmised that the free admission of negroes as students (‘

at Highlander constituted evidence of commmnist point of -~
view. These agents are said to have stated that such N
’ <

\

would be the natural interpretation on the part of many

people in the region, This is, of course, & totally in-

accurate interpretation, both of the school and of the

best sentiment in the southeast. Under supreme court . -

authority many public institutions of higher learning '

have opened their registration to qualified negro stuQents.
e At the present time between 1100 and 1200 negro students =
=?‘-“"£;:‘§; are studying in such institutions. Southern people are e
[=]
:
I

c:i
Ve

more generally happy than unhappy over this outcome. 5
Students here in my own institution recently voted as s '
overwhelmingly favorable to the admission of qualifiecDrFERFtn [ g
negro students.

TR ) "I have known Dr. Horton and the Highlander Folk School
l - since the foundation of that institution. I am a regular
' contributor to its budget and I am in deep sympathy with 3
: its programs and objectives. F. B. I. agents should be 1
investing their time and the government's money in detect- g
mg t.ne real GDEHIIEB of .ﬂmerlca, rather than nﬁf'asslﬁg CA” =
those who 80 competently and intelligently support and
extend democracy as the Highlander Folk Schools. I am
sending & copy of this letter to Senator Estes fefauver,
whoe is parsonally acquainted with Highlander Folk School

and its staff and, to Dr. Hort.on. R
" 5.’ U e T .'.'.:“ ’ .'i.;'*,-hf':v'.
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e is attached hereto aci:tter, with enclosures, from
Forton, Director of the(Highlander Folk School, Monteag
Ternescee, addressed to the Attorney General under dite of Jamuary

51, 1951, together with a draft of & reply to Mr. Horton.

Before dispatching this reply, I would appreciate receiving
your comments regarding it. IR o ,
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Bepartment of Justice - & " F
OfCice of the Deputy Attoruey General ~ . .
Washingow T

Pebruary 19, 1951

¥r. Myles Horton
Director, Highlander Folk School
¥onteagle, Tennessee

My dear Mr. Hortont o B ORI U A ! Bhg
This will acknowledge your letter of Jamary 81, 1951, ‘ad< %;}
dressed to the Attorney General, requesting advice about & probe .. .Y,
lem growing out of the attendance of megroes at the Highlander - FN
" Folk Schools You advise that the Highlander Exscutive Couneil -
gembers are disturbed by the exchange of correspondence with Itr.
Hugh H. Clegg, Assistant Director of the Federal Bureasu of In=" ‘. ;
vestigation, and comment that if agents can deny what they bave IR 1
said, they can likewise report things they have not been tol.d.&g;'gt\
You quote-a motion which was made by Miss Lucy Randolph Masom, “i=:* =
which provides that the Highlander Director shall speak for the
staff and shall ask that all questions posed by any FBI agents X
be put in writing and shall make his replies in writing Pro= ' Bt
vided legal counsel advises this action. You then request the s
Attorney General's advice as to the legality of the ocouncil's ﬂ .
proposal that interviews be carried on im writdnge "».. - - 4]

I should first poi.nt,&t to you that the Attorney General
is authorized by law to glve A'a' ce only to the President of the ./«
United States and to the various Departaent heads, in viewof ~ - . -
which I regret that the Departaent cannot advise you regarding :
the legal situation involved. It occurs to me, however, that %
there should normally be no serious objection to having Special -
Agents contact thé Highlander Director when desiring information -
from the staff of the school as contemplated by the motion quoted:
in your letter. Furthermore, I would suppose that written re= -’
plies to questions, either in the fora of stenographic recording
of the questions and answers, or in the form of affidavits, would
be quite satisfactory. I believe that you will find the agents
quite willing to accede to your desires in this respect.

~ Yours eincerely,

.

P" m hﬁ - . l . - a ) “-.: u,‘lti.-.‘ ':-:‘r: -
Depaty Attorney Oemeral =~ - i oo
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HIGHLANIER FOTK SCHOL
STATE.ZNT OF PURFOZE, PROGR.L AND FGLIGY

e reaffimm cur faith in deuscracy as a goal that will bring dign’ty snd

- freedon to 8ll; in dearcrzcy as an expanding concept encommassir.s Trasn

rel=tiors fror the =mallest comiunity orgenizetion to intermeijo:al struce

~ ture; and perzesting ®il econonic, sociel, and political activities,

Pemocracy to us means thet .ae-bership in the huzan fardly entitles all to
frecdom of theught 2nd relizion, to e~usl rights to & 1ivelihood, education
8rd h~alth; to ecual opportunity to participets in the cultural life of -

‘the community and tc ecual access Lo ublic services,

Vie hold th=t derwocracy is inactive unless worers rye given 2 full woiee
in industry throug. unions; or forers 2re given + voice in the merket
Plrece through cooperetives; or where fyeedur of thouzht end dscussion is
1linited; that dermocraty is outliwed by l-gally entreached discrinination
and segregetion; thet theie dust be diversity of approach but each atep
rusi be in confomity with the goal, which is disnonored by each undemo-
cratic act, ' . _ .

with a democratic goal, we &are in a position to fir,ht anything thet gets in
the way, whether it be totalitarian convwunisc, or fasclsm or monopoly

- dominated capitalism,.

 The purpoze of the Highlandcr Folk Schbol s to assist in creaiing leader-

ship for democracy. Cur services are available to lsbor, fara co-asunity,
seiigious and civic organizetions working toward a democracstic goal,

The neture of a specific educational prograii will be deteraiined by the needs
of the students, :

Uze of the services of tie School by ‘ndividual organizstions will be in
accordance with thelr own policies g0 long as these policles do not conflict
with the purvoses Qf ti» School, & steff menmber will assist in plenning
and coordinating ali prograis, ' ‘

. The I;iigh‘_ander?c'lk.school is a chertered institution, cooneratively owned

by the teaching staff. It has ho affiliations. The policies and progrem
of the School are whrolly determined by an Executlve Council composed of the
staff end recognized Southern leaders,

Eighlande r Folk School is supported by contributions from individuols, organ=
izations scrved by the School, foundations and tuition,

The times call for &n affimetive pmgmm, based on 2 positive goal. &in

" army of democracy cdeeply rooted in the lives, struprles end trecitions of )

the American people must be creeted. By broadening the scope of deaocracy
to include ewryone, snd deepening the concept to iaclude every relation-
ship, the aniy of democracy would be so vast and =o deteymined thet nothing
undemocratic could stand in its peth.

A_pp;-ow'& by the E;u-‘.ou'tiie' Council, April 3rd, 1950
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DIVISION OF RECOHDS!
Dear Mr, MoGraths

ot - CIVIL RI
* iU4ss Lucy Randolph llaaon, Suutlnm ﬂd‘?ﬂﬁiic'helauons
Representative, hes sugpested that I ask your advice about &
problem growing out of the attendance of Negroes at the Highlander

' Folk School., DBecauss of your own personal feeling in regard to
-#Haerinination, Miss Mason felt that vonu wuld undaratand tha

L o ¥ By W =S S wE AR sF AT Wmiew gwwm tw

. problem here a.nd be in a position to g:l.- advios,

. The Highlander Folk School andaai'orn to put racial dempe- -
racy into practios; consequently we can expect a msasure of opposi-

B o

wllIlg

Ve hardly expectad, however, to have Negro students mde
the subject of investigations by the Federal Burcau of Investigation,
On October 11th I wrote Senator Estes Kefauver that FBI agents were
asking our neighbors about the attendsnce of Negroes and implying
that our non-discrimination policy was commmnistic and immorel,
This 1line of questioning has created confusion in the minds of our
reighbors regarding the rights of Negroes to be at ths School,

On December 10th I raised this question with My, Hugh H,
Clegg, Assistant Director of the Federal Burean of Inwestigation,
and quoted one of the FBI agents who had told ms that s thought
our enclosed rews rolease condeming discd.nﬁmtion would be con-

...I.I-_..A - ernrns e £ ke B ) T S R e 7Y

1g8réeu COMMIIiSuvaic U’ a MJUTLU’ U.I. Douuwm HPOUHLES ¢

The apparent confusion of recial democrecy with conmunism
by the FEI agents and the implication of this kind of thiniing
alarmed the Highlander Executive Council members vho met Ja.nuary 2 '
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Council menbers were also disturbed by the exchange of
correspondence with Mr, Clegg. If agents can deny what they have
said, they can likewise report things they haw not been told. Since
they go 1n pairs, the person muwisnd is at a disadvantage. .

With tids problem .'m mind, a aotion was made by Miss Luay
Randolph kason "that, because of previous misunderstandings in inter-
views with FBI agents, the Highlander Director shall speak for the
2toff and shall ask that all questions posed by any FEI agents be
put in writing, and shall make his repliss 1r»wﬂ.t1ng - provided
legal counsel advises thia aetion.

: The Council ia not raising the question of giving inrorn-
ation, but of giving it in such a way that the psrson interviewed hae
the protection of a written record. Could you advise us as to the
iegality of the Council proposal that inferviews be carried on in

writing,
“ﬁ Ve ‘shall greatly appreciate your advice on this matter.
’ Very sincerely yours,
Myle s Horton, Director
. . Highlander Folk School

F. S. I wvant to mss on & comment on thls letter made by a meighbor,
ce: Senator Estes Kefauwer

enclosures

T

-
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Highlander Folk School for imuediate releamw
sonteagle, Temnessee

Jonteagle, Ternessee . . . Noveuber 20, 1950 . . ."Cur Christ.m;a bells could
be freedom bells if we dared include all minorities in our circle of brother-
hood," liyles Horton told a conference of church leaders at the Highlander
Folk Scho;!l. | .

"Freedom bells ringing in the cabins of Negro sharecro'pprs, ringing
for eager minded students with opportunities limited by accident of tirth,
and freedom bells echoing in distant lands could £111 the troubled world with
thoughts of peace on earth and good will toward man,” he said,

"Highlander's democratic program is based on the brotherhood of
man, Democracy to us merans that membership in the human family entitles all to
the freedom of thought and reiigion, to equal rights to & livelihood, education
and health; to equal opportunity to participate in the cultural life of the
community and to equal access to public services," the religlous leaders were
told,

e hold that democrécy is inactive unless workers are given a full
voice in industry through unions; or farmers are given a voice in the market
place through cooperetives; or where freedom of thought and discus.sion is
1imited; and that democracy i:s outlawed by legally entrenched discrimination
and segregation,

"The times call for an affirmative progrem, based on a positive goal,"
said Horton, “An ammy of democrecy deeply rooted in the lives, struggles and
traditions of the Awericsn people must be created, By broadening the scope -
of democracy to include everyone, and deepening the concept to include every
relstionship, the army of democracy would be 80 vast and 8o determined that
nothing undemocratic could stand in its path.*
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. ‘ : : . Tracy City, Tennessee
Dear h;les: , . ~

. This, %o my m:lnd is a thoroue,hly honest and perredt.ly concise exp:esuion
of ’t.hﬂ “roblem you p:vsent.. 1 cannot see how Mr. McGrath can fail to wmder=

stand its alyu.u.cancc, and WG I'SVATIAINE, fail to take steps toward the ) 224 L
'ventim of future trouble.

Please feel free to use m* as a reference if you have such need, I am :
always willing to speak or write my convictions regarding your parsonal i:nta-
grity and the high purpose of Highlander,

i mas herve sone years before you came. The newness of your program aroused
wonder and even suspicion in the commnity. We heard wild tales of commmistis
intent, alliance with Russia, ‘machine guns in the attic and varous forms of

Sk Wt A8 QI3 222 Ldl il Thvs WA LArd Al AL

1mora.11t.y. People came to me with these extrabagant rumors, begging me to
"do sozething about it." 1 did do something. I visited the school when you
‘and Don vlest gave a "play-party" for the chiidren of ocur commnity. I went
- again whan Jim Dombrowskl started a Bible study class. Ve learned a good deal
> . about social conditions in the days of Amos and Micah, I went to & meeting
~ held after a neighbor's house had burmed down and you started plans - and
funds - for building a new home for him. I went to a Christman party where X
helped with the children's games and saw you play Santa Claus with a bag of
presents, Once I went to & sewing bee, another neighborhood benefit, I was
sick at the time the P, T. A, was organized in your living room, but I heard
all sbout it, I heard, too, of other "good deeds" -~ by this time the neighbore
. had something else to talk about than the fearful fantasies of the early days.
.7 One dqu night, Jim went 2 good way to bring & doctor for rne of my school
o girls in time to save her and her taby, "L didn't know there weye such good
_ : folks," pne neighbor woman said, Then I heard about the time that Clzudia Lewis,
X - the I.ursery School teacher, and another one from Highlander, prepa.red all that
i~ -was needful to bury a little child in a very poor family,

: all these things and many more convinced mé that your purpose and plan for
o coming to 1ive in our community was essentially good and had no ulterior motive,
) %n later years I have learned more of your practical program, your concept of
true democracy in your policy of non-discrimination, non-segregation, and your
‘a¢tnal example in living what yoy believe. I know a minister who s2id, "I wish
T Anv1A foal that I came 89 near as hyles Horton to real. consecration to the

Cause of real Christianity.

o A" T
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Hyles'Hort.m : | - page 2 : Jan. 3%, 393
—- . i .
"Uo you think Highlander is radical?® The last time I was asked this

question, I gave this answer which I would give today. "Yes, tiey are redical =
as radical as the Declaration of Independence = or the Sermon on the Mount,.®

It {s because you dare to believe that not only "all men are created free and
equal”, but that there shouldbe "liberty and justice for all™ that you are redi-
cal, And the one who bade all men to act like brothers, made no difference be-
tween his white children and the blacke : S

I deplore the recent "investigation™ of the F B I agents, implying as it did,
that your non-discrimination policy toward Negro students constituted proof of
your comnunistic .nature, purpose, plan add intent. When recial democracy oan be
cunfused with communism in the minds of F B I agenta, there is cause for alem,"
it seens to me, Our commnity has come & long way in appreciating and under-
standing the policy of Highlander, its principles, its practioe of real demoeracy,
But this faith though fostered for so many years by living proof and exampie,
cannot fail to suffer from the shock of a visit from the F B I Sn which the
school's policy of non-discrimination is given & red tag and lapel,

 wiith all this is mind, I an glad you have written this letter to Mrhdirath.
I hope it leads to a definite understanding which will affect all future

it rviews, .
With best wishes for you and the rest of the Highlender staff, I remain
- Your friend,

Kay Justus

.,
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Lonteagle, Tennessee

Lr. Hugh d. Clegg
Assistant Uirector

"Federal Zureau of Investigation

viashdngton, D.C,
De~r Mir, Cleggs o

1 was nlrased to read from the Intematioal Labor News
Service that you feel that the "success of comunisa®
can e measured b the wealnesses of democracy. 1 am led
to believe by your analysis of the sjtuation that you

PR 4 N T ey abtatamamt AF ATl A Al "L‘
!!Ulu.u DWWW blt VIILJUW CLAUCHIDIVY Vi (ALY Vi we

idghlander Folk Schoole

[+ N

In the South, people are often criticlzed who believe as
we do here at Highlender that discrimination is incoapati-
ble with democracy. In fact 1 was told recently by one of
your egents that the cuntents of the enclosed news release
would be considered communistic by a majority of Sou'c,hem
people,

I sincerely tiust that the position taken by you in the

‘New York Hersld Tribune forum is the official position of

the FBJd,., and not the position implied by the activities
of your Te pre sent.?tivea who have questioned our reighbors
nr visits of m-aropg to the Schoole

h
{
|.J.
é

Would you clear this matter ud for me?

Sincerely yours,

Myles Horton
Director
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will advise that I :ave chooimd with the two Special

Aconts who ostisoted yo. on beoowbor 7, Mo6De They -
oyinticlly deny 4wt you siomd ther the mwe

rolocse or taut tioy mde any statecments € you
e Loly ayjroncidn; sour alle utione

Vory traly yourse

duzh Ue Cles3
Assigtmnt Jiroote

=



i}
¥
]
&
u

RS LD CIRER BRI,

B}

. (' R PR LI
o . o s C

from Highlander } xecutive Council minutss - -
(page 3) Jean 22-23, 1951 . - .
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qurstioning pepple in the commmity
Begroes sttending or visiting Highlander, Horton read a letter he wrote Senator
Kefauver which 2ddg in party "They (the P B I agents) have been particMy |
insistent in théir questions about the attendanoce of Negroes l.t; Highlandey

sesgions and conferences. They wanted to k:nbi wheye people sleep and what ﬁolt

ot after the conferences ayre owr o , « I hops you can find time to look into

this situation and do something to stop intimidation of our m.tglhbon lnd the
inference that the non-discrimination policy of the school, which is that of the

CIO and AFL, is commmistic and immoyal,* §

Herton continued that the agents are going around the community trying to stir
ur the peorle by asking loaded questions about the Negro students at Highlander, |
¥aantine, Horton read a newspaper report that the assistant NDirector of the FB I
made a =prech at the New York Hergld Tribune forum in wl1.’4:ch he said diseriminaﬁo;:
was incompatible with democrsoye, Horton congrat.ula&d the F B I spokesman and
reported a comment made to him by an F B I agent who said that a Highlander Hews
releass which condemns discrimination, would be conﬂidered_oomdat..ic by e n@jorit.y
of southern prople, The F B 1 ;\saiatmt Direotor answered that he had personally
checiked the matter and that both agents who talked with Horton, depied emphatically
waking any euch statement,

fs s prusvaged discussion, 4t was moved by lucy Rendolph Macon that, beceause
of previous misunderstandings in interviews with P BT agents, the Highlander - |
D4 rector shall sprak for the staff and shall ask that all questions posed by any L
F BI agents be put in writing, and shall make his replies in writing -~ provibd.

/1
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from Mghlnnder exacutive omnell minutss ' oo

iegal counsel adviscs this act on. dotiom seconded by Fmil Wilimets
) . : .
and ﬁﬂ’d. ‘

It war alao nuggrated by Miss Mason that the DPirector shall write .

Ui Attomey General Howard MoGrath and review thds situstion end explein

to him why we haw been forosd to taks this -uuohz and that a copy of .
this letter shall be sent to Senator Kefauwr and Highlander Sposorse

»-

2
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 Enclosed herewith is articls by BICKNELZ EUBANKS
entitledXBchool Spurs Recisl Amity in Southland™ vhich
appeared in the 3/8/51 issue of the Christian Science Monitor.
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Racial Amity

In Southland

The Southern
Success Story—IX

This is the ninth in a series of-
ene of the netion’s outsianding
economic developments, ‘the
comeback in the southern siates,
In gathering material for these
stories, Mr, Eubanks traveled
into érery section of the South.

By Bicknel Eubanks -
‘Fi~% Corresponden!fof
Thc Chrislian Science Moxnifor
] Mantzagle, Tenn.
Practical methods of solving
racial problems are being sought
at the Highlander Folk School
here bhigh atop the beautiful
Cumberland Plateau.

Southern whites and Negroes)

are being brought tfogether in
realistic fashion. And these whites
and Negroes are going back out
irtn the rogion to preach that
racial “harmony Is' possible, Fo
they have tried to learn froy
dnily exverience that the differ
nces  which now seem  insuj
nountabie can be overcome.

Tre visitor to Highlander sefs
jittie in the physical plant of the
schioul that looks especially ex-
pesimental. He notices buildings
o. simple, becutiful design (they
+ o designed by Carl Koeh,
C micridge, Mass. architect), A
¢ - scheol for modntaincer chil-
¢ .n ard a bhrory are the only
t -
a

Accenied by Hill Folk

But Myles Horion, whoe founded

this unique institution, points to

the scheol’s record of seeking to
1ift the veil of suspicion and fear
throughout the South. Mr. Horton,
hunself a native of Tennessee, exX-
piaius that he has had to. over-:
ce e suspicion and threats to get
ihe sehool where it is today, Now,
i1 kg hets accented By the mowns=,
taincers, and many _southerners:
aiy wiglualing W pumil its sue-

Cess,
1 really Is -hard to describe
just what the school i5,” Mr, Hor-
tor says. *Yau just can't type it.
It's neither one thing ner another,
tut 'a  ecombination of many
things™. .0« L .
The .opefating . policy of the
- schop). Is -quite <1 le. it accepis
adult students s=nt Ly var,ous ¢r=
ganizations 16 engage in to-"c"
sonringrs cn semg current prog-
lem. .. .o o
“We .wami- unly leaders,”- BT
rion explaips. "We dofr't caje
whz) they are Jeaders @
nt' the lype of =
iow oth .
th'__,..m' o P S
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One of ‘Mr. Horto's favorite
stories. is “of "4 'kouthwestern oil
union local head who came to the

lsbor questions, He _hgd been
sponsored by his local, Mr. Horton
leaiied that the oil worker wa
a Jeader of the Ku-Klux Klaw
in his home town.

“1 didn't say anything to him at
first,” M{. Horton explains. “But
you can imagine his surprise when
he found his bunk mate was a
Negro. He was quiet for .two er
three days, but you could seg he
wes getting réady to boil over.”

Finally, Mr. Horton says, the
oil worker came to him and
claimed hé had bezn “tricked.”

had had our folder explaining
what the school was ‘and that he
had had plenty of opportunity
to find out what the school was
before he came.”

Leader Quit Klan .

He shouted that he still it he
had been tricked, and that Ife was
going home. Mr. Horton told him
hd would have a job of explaining
to] do, because pictures of him
efting with Negroes already had

en sen to his local. .

The oil worker stormed out of
the building. For several days he
thought hard, All this time he
continued to attend the discus-
sions, ate with the rest of the
group, and: continued to room
with the Wegro.

& began” to sée that his be-
liefs had been based on miscon-
centions, Mr, Horton says.

“He didn't know what to ex-
pect when he got back home, but
we had shown him through the
simple method of bringing him
into contact with Negroes that he
had been wrong,” Mr. Horton
savs. bt 2] Ly

“There i
This oil worker went home, and
shortly after he got back a rival
union tried to raid his local.
F—4ried to persuade this man to
join them and carried on the at-
tempted raid .on a racial basis,
But the 0il worker defied them,
pitched in, and defeated the rival
union. He is now one of the town’s
ouistanding leaders and a strong
adsccate of-equal rights.” .

And. he has quit
Horton sdds.
Founded in 1€72

Hizhlandor still hrs its “foes.

Although it is chartzred by the
State of Tencszee &5 an.educa=

who clajm +it is not truly a

-
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schook. ‘But the neighboring

mpuptai
sc% oi, which has beerr-a=beendto
their children. And nearby coal

rs point to the dayf
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é ] seqdel to.this s-tm:y. +

the Klan, Mr.

tional instiiution, -there are those’

school to #ttend. & seminar 'om )’

“] pointed out to him that he |

|

L Ik URMATION C

B
-

AMTAINDS

miners, w
#Tstvie—ig_limited, can cite bene-
fits they " have gained  from

Hizhlander. .. ..

The schoql has an imposing
list of sponsors, including Dr.
John Dewey, Clifford J, Durr,
Mary ~ McLeod . Bethune, Leon
Henderson, Aubrey Williams, Dr.

‘Reinhold Niebuhr, and Federal

Judge J. Waties Waring. .

The school was founded iIn
1832 when Mr. Hortonr and 8
fricnd sold the idca to Dr, Lilian
W, Johnson ~¢f Memphis. Dr.

[ Johnsen gave them a building

and a=out 200 acres of land—all
sun dovn. -The friend oon left,
but Mr. Horton kept on. -

From the first the school has
been under sttack. Even labor
unions eyed the school with some
cuspicion. But when Mr, Horton
held the first CIO school in the
South, the working men began to
change their opinfons.
Egrihew‘Welpomeﬂ_ o
. 'The ‘#chool_welcomes
In Yact ‘Mr. Horton has turned
}much' -of the direction of ' the
lechoo! {tself over to an adMstant,
tharine Wipston, and i con-

icdiirating bis efforts to brike in-

o

‘afstrial workers and farmds of

th§ South c'orer together, °

ut. Mr. Horton is not bzing

overoplimistic. He -realizes that|:

the southern tradilions of separa-
{’on ol raczs mre.toc strony to
rimove overnjght. Ke still &s
eenfi<ent of t-e uliimz'e r:v_nova'
of th:ze ¢iTcrences, in s»itd 0

cangtont rhac-s on his rchool
‘yom many . sguthern poiitical
leaders, . s

In ansviag t> charzes that he
e
southerner |.
school's statement |

is.trying 1o stir up trouble in
South, - this | young
‘points {0 bis’
of purpcse:’ 7

“We reafli

‘dignity . and" freedom to all; in

fi;e oontact-ﬂ“:.i.ﬁe _

rm our faith in de-
mocracy as a goal that will bring

tiers by-the Scor€eman_
~=#r—Yiorion says hiz school is
Ananced by contributions irom
many individuals, including Brs.
Franklin D., Roosevelt, He ex-
plains that most of the contribu-
lions come in small amounts, in-

dicating to him that they come
Eiror'n people preity cloce to the
grass roots of the South.- -

He has letterr by the score
from pecple all over the South
who huave gitended session &t
Highlander. He is pleased with
them all, for to him, they are
Igymbols showing he is on the
‘right road. Perhaps, though, he
 is proudest of a leiter he receivec
- from ™ a- Negro fertilizer worker
" in Mississippi, who wrote:

I can say for myself this is the
first time that I have had :
chahee to dwell together witl
white and colored friends I
unity. 3f the whole world hac
thir unity, it would not be an:
trouble for us to go to the poll

. -, land vote. Neither would there b
farmers.

101

y prejudice or discrimi
u Klux Klan, or hale campajgns
. . We would have peace]in
ead .of hate, tolerance insjea:
:‘ discrimination and prejudfe.
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democracy as an expanding con-1.
tept encompassing human rela-
tiohs from the smallest com-

munity
onat:strpeiur®y rand
i1} ecdneomie, gochal,
cal aclivities! *” -

“Democracy to us m
membership in the

his to & livelihood, educatipn,

add healily; to equal, o rrorturdiy
+§ participate in the .cvlivral
ol the community: and 1o e

nfal
"adkess to public services. .. ."‘

organization to interna-.
ermpealing
ndpor i-1.

eans that|
human

family entitles all.to ireedom of

g:pg}lt and religion, to equal
<
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Oﬁc‘ﬂ Memomndum UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : D, M. Ladd DATE: March 13, 1951

FROM : A, H, Bel&

SUBJECT: HIGHLANDER FOLK SCH

- INTZRNAL SECURITY - LL EN :-ORMATION g%i‘E-'.Dﬂ r:ED 3
Bufile 61~7511 VEREIN IS UNCLASSI Py
DHTE 2 BYSPEAmlon) e

PURPOSE o FIIGSL -

, To submit for your approval the attached memorandum to d
2 Mr. Peyton Ford which is in answer to additional material which the
’ Department forwarded to the Bureau relating to the captioned matter,

DETATLS

0n/ March 9, 1951, the Department furnished the Bursau
certain matgrial which had been sent to the Attorney General by
Congressman{Adam Clayton-Powell, Jr., of the 22nd Congressional District,
New York, which material had been received either directly or indirectly
from ¥yles\Horton, Director of the Highlander Folk School.

A review of this material reveals that it is very similar to
LI tig material previously forwarded to the Bureau by Mr. Peyton Ford and
» TR which was answered in our memorandum to him dated February 26, 1951.

Photostatic copies of this material have been made and it is
suggested that the originals be returned to Mr. Peyton Ford together
with our reply to him,

A review of this material reveals that in the letter addressed
. to "Dear Friend" dated February, 1951, signed by Myles Horton, the
Lk second paragraph contains a statement, "What strategy prompted the FBI
o Agents to watch the school by night and to harass neighbors with questions
' '1in}'ing Negroas with Comnunism is not clear. This statement can be

e Sy DR &L -~ e nd dha TOT bhaoas

gl«()i’]o Ll ueu 85 a new CLL.LBBGUJ.U“ o0 g ycu.u UL ﬂl)l. uuu l.luﬂ.v il I'D.L 1Ly
) i bzen conducting physical surveillances at night on the Highlander Folk
LG School,
] In view of this new allegation, SAC Robey of the Knoxville )
0ffice was telephonically contacted on March 12 and requested to
furnish any facts relating to the allegation, On the same date SAC
Robey advised the Bureau by teletype as follows:

Attachment
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SR .= "1, IKnoxville 0ffice has not conducted any surveillances
— at night at or in vicinity HFS.

"2, ,Knoxville 0ffice has not contacted any informants at
or in vicinity HFS at night. '

,._____.-';; n3, EKnoxville 0ffice has not conducted any neighborhood
investigations at or in vicinity HFS at night. However

was contacte
connection with case entitled
by §4s G

=T
was not available for interview until this time,

The results of this interview of are sat forth
in a report of Special Agent




v—

Under date of February 27, 1951, the Knoxville Office was
instructed to make no contacts whatsoever at the Highlander Folk
School and that all the Agents in the Knoxville Office should be

further instructed that no discussion pro or con should be made

with any individual concerning the Highlander Folk School,

ACTION

Inasmuch as this sllegation of Horton that the ¥BI conducted .
@ physical surveillance of the Highlander Folk School at night is
errconeous, there is attached heretio for your approval a memoran
¥r. Peylton Ford so advising him. The material which Mr. Ford forwarded

Y oDl e - e] . - Y T T Ty - oo oo P R,
0 e Burefu 1B alF0 Velilpg i9 W 1194 tru him, pi‘wtuutatic BOPJGE ‘flﬂ.Vi.n‘

been made for our files,

TR > ~ S N SR, S e—



Oﬁice Memo(r-dndum . UNITED STg}rEs GOVERNMENT

FROM

TO t The Director CON%ENT'AL DATE: February 271&”“135(
D. M. Iadd ?y e

SUBJECT:  HIGHLANDER FOLX SCHOOL ?ggfu’r‘f“”"?‘" rRTPAY q? (et

INTERNAL SEQURITY - C FXCTPT e ; R
ERE SHOWN

OTHERNISE,

-

imformation get out in my memorandum of February 2 1951, which

is attached,
Ciassified
DETAILS cla
DETAILS Dectassify P94

(1) TYou wanted to know the identities of the individuals
who hand?pd uarznus_nhaaaamnﬁﬂgglgui;tuat1on which
Grose in connection with the Eighlan&er Folk Scﬁo 1.

The original complaint _regarding. this entire matter. was
received in a letter dated December 10, 1950, from Mr. Myles Horton,
Director of the Highlander Folk School, addressed to Mr, H.H.Clegg.
¥r, Clegg referred this communication to the Security Investigative
Livision for handling. The reply was prepared.by.Supervis

efter the maiter had been discussed. with
cne Internal Security Section, Mr. lLaughlin an Prior
T oreparing the reply, Mr, Laughlln called the Knozuille Office
and SAC Robdbey, after questioning the Agenits who interviewed Horton
on December 7, 1950, advised that the Agents had categorically de-
nied they had made the statement atiributed to them by Horton.

The reply originally was prepared for the Director's sig-
nature., Mr. Belmont recommended it would be more appropriate to
reply over Mr. Clegg's.signature. This was done, This letter was
initialed by Messrs., SN lc:7hlin, Belmont and Winterrowd
and signed Dy Mr. Cl1

The second phose of this motter arose when Mr. Roger
Baldwin of the Américan Civil Liberties Union. directed .a. letter

;
to you dated February l4, 1951, The cover memorandum dated Nyﬁ

and the proposed letter to Mr. Baldwin, which

recruury 21, 1951,
was attached, were wqafter discussion with

F. J. Baumgardner, Leo L. Lauahlzn an Belmont. I%ey were
vnicidled by Megsrs. Leo L. 33 ghlin, H. Belmont,

Mr. N;chals and Mr, Rosen-

The third phase ¢of this situaiion was initiaied- by the re-
ceipt of two memoranda from Mr. Peyton Ford Deputy Attorney Genera »
both dated Februaory 19, 1951, In Mr, Ford" s ‘communications, he for

w Gl - /é/ B
L FJB:1D ., “eny RECORDER - \ / . IAPR 7 1857 @/
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CONFIPENTIAL

warded a letter dated January 31, 1951, addressed to the Atiorney
General from Myles Horton, Director of the Highlander Folk School,
together with certain other material which Horton had forwarded
with his letter. Mr. Ford also forwarded the contents of & letter
dated February 13, 1951, addressed to the Atiorney General by
Albert E. Barnett of the Candler School of Theology, Emory Uni-
versity, Georgia. These memoranda from Mr. Ford raised addition-
al questions which weré Sef forth in my memorendum.pj February 23,
1351, To that _memorqndum, prepared by and F, J.
Baumgardner, were attached proposed letters to Mr. Réger Baldwin
d %o Ur. Peyton Ford., This memorandum was initicled by A. H.

an
Belmont, F. J. Baumgardner and_
(2)  vou inquired when (GGG oc: inter-

viewed and who is he,

[

R :: intervieved on D

P s 7 ds reported in the
rejerenced memorandum, the Highlander Folk School was not dig~
cusgsed during this interview.

In addition to the above gquestions, you instructed

that the Knoxville Office be advised not to discuss the High-
lander Folk School pro or con wijh anyone..

COMBENT!1°
-2 -



CONFJRENTIAL
The Knorville Office has been so instructed,

You further instructed that the proposed letters to

) E%.iRoger Baldwin and to Mr. Peyton Ford, which were attached

to my memorandum of February 23, 1951, both be changed.

Both of these letters were changed pursuant to your
insiructions.

ACTION
The Security Investigative Division sincerelly regreils

‘that a situation such as this did arise and you may be assured
\that every endeavor will be made to profit from this ezxperience,
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.3 GREENBAUM WOLFF & ERNST

LAWRENCE S GREENBAUM

EOWARD 5. GREENBAUM 285 MADISON AVENUE
HERBERT A WOLFF
MORRIE o ERNST NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

SaMUEL J, BCHUR
ALEXANDER LINDEY —

JEROME HWANDLER
THEODORE S. JAFFIN TELEPHONE MURRAY HILL B-IBBE

LEQ ROSBEN
HARRIET F. PILPEL
WILLIAM F. WOLFF, JR.

March 14, 1951.

washington, D.C.

I received a letter from—
_ whom I do not know, with respect to alleged
0]

Dear Lou:

improprieties practiced by the FBI agents in relation to the High-___

‘Lmder Folk School, of Honteagle, Tennessce., I am sending you

et b e i

Ll herewith copy of a letter I have written to —

Best,

- ALL I4FORMATION CSHTAINED

LN HERER IS it LASSIFIED E
, G NPRBTS
_ E‘l{—Jﬁ—BY 94 35

i
a'(—-t .
Federal Bureau of Investigation .
Department of Justice
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March 14, 1981,

ty dear I | |
I have fo’rwar.ded jot;r coMcaﬁm tim.rlrit to .the. American Civil
Liberties Unfon. It is the Kind of & situation in vhich the Union might
vell be interested, | '
. Has anybody from your organization tho'ught. of going down te
see Ldgar Hoover, or ome of his associates? I have great respect for |
his integrity, and above al), knov that if any of his employees have
ected Laproperly, he dlways welcomes an opportunity to be informed of
the charges. Uithout such information no official can ever corréct im-

propricties in his staff.

Sincerely joura s

ALL IXFORMATION CONTAINED
BEPEIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE O«z?q BY%
213 ) \ﬂ' ,
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¥r. Korris L. Ernst

Greenbaunm, l':lff and Ernst ALL !NFORMAT'ON CONTAINED
265 Madison ";:f,'m-i HEREIN I§ UNCLASSIFIED

' o DT BY&&%}Q)
ear dorriss : '
W A R

hank you very nuch Jor wrtttng to Lou
Nichols on March 14, 1851, and furnishing o copy

of your letter of the same date to -
éragarding the Highlander Folk School. - .

I was pleased to note you suggested that
contact one of my associctes or me
regarding his cllegation. I most certainly would
like to know the basts of his complaint 80 that any
niaunderstanaing might be clarified. N ,

In thia some connectton, I vrote to 4 L
¥r. Eoger N. Baldwin on Fedruary 26, 1951, and in T
view of your interest I an encloatng a copy of my
letter. : .

Sincerely,
J. EZ_ur nIiIVer

2 AN ST

CC: Knozvills with copies of uu! gs. D
New Yo k ozth copies of inco ga. TreE



¥r. Péyton Ford
Deputy Attorney General

Director, FBZ .- . ~*  -CONRPEDEERHE- .. . .

2 DT | T
- rsfreworr porx scwoor . .-
I¥FORMATION CONCERKING ~ = .~ ...~ = -
Reference is made %0 iéc Jeiier dated Hareh i, 1951,'
which the Attorney General received from Lucy Randolph lMason,
Congress of .

Southern Public Relations Representatiive of the
Atlanta, Georgia, relating to the
a typewritten copy of this letter

/Induatrigl Organizations,
o Fe-hape made
the original herewith to you.

e X
capitioned nmatter.

/for our files aad are returaing
The enclosed lctfcr iz very similar to previous leiters

/

received by the Attorney General from Jiyles Horion, Director of

the Hizhlander Folk School, and Albert E. Barnéit af the Condlsr
School of Theology, Emory Intverasty, Georgia, which were discussed
in considerable detail én ay memorandum to you of February 26, 1951,
The letter from Miss lason 88 glso similar to the letier from
gengrezanan Adan Clcyton Powell, Jr., addressed to the Attorney "
Beneral, which wmas discussed in a»y memorandum to you of larch 13,

1851,

F
¥

matters mentioned by Hiss ason were answered’
r aeiion
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