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Date: October 27, 1942

4 »
MEMORANDUM_FOR nnqutgoj_é /e
O ¢/

RE: HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL

[ E N

Mr.
~'¢ My,
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
" Mr,
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Tol.non\____.__

E A Tamm___

Clegg

Glavig V™
Ladd_|

Nicho
Rosen!
Tracy
Carason
Coffed _
Hendo:!;_

Kramet _
McGuite

Harbo |

Quinn Tamm___

]

Tele. Rooni

Mr.

Negae i

Misge Benh.m:_
Miss Gandy,

Attached hereto is photostatié material concern—

ing the captioned matter obtained by the Washington Field

Office from the files of walter-Steele of thé National

Republic Magazine, This material was made available gratu-

itously by Mr. Steele and was forwarded to the Hureau by
letter from the Wwashington Field Office dated August 27,

1942,
Hespectfully,
K. R. dcIntire ’
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I THE SOUTH
| EET’i‘ B CHALLEN! b

HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL, COME OF
AGE IN TIME OF WORLD CRISIS, -~

WILL HELP
°

These Friends Join with the School in Calling Your Attention to a Program for
Democracy Which is Hastening the Winning of the War and Making Greater
the Likelihood of a Just and Lasting Peace

Mrs., Ereanorn Roosevert
Mrs. Huso Bracx
Mss. Mary T. Noxkton

Chairman, Committee on Labor,
House of Representatives

Miss Hirpa Saith
. €Consultant on Labor Education,
Federal Works Agency

Ersert D. THOMAS

Chairman, Committee on Education and Labor,
U S Senate

Crirrorp 'f)t{kk .
Federal Communteations Commission

Virginia -Durr
National Committee to Abolish the Poll Tax

Rocer Baipwin
Amcrican Civil Liberties U

James B Carey
Sccretar)(, C. 1.0

Mas. Erner Crypk, Huntington New York

WiLLlAM F UJ(,HRAN Ddl[ll‘!lUrC

Grorce Epwarps
Member City Council, Detroit

M-rs. Epith Fiewp, New York City

N ™ ol
iR, WUFORGE ‘OUEST
Past President, Soc:ety for Pediatric Research

“’l’]‘i! I

NCREASING ERFESY
31 o -

<

Mrs. Harry M. GersHon, Atlanta

Frank P. GraHam
President, University of North Carolina

A. D. HenpErsoN

President, Antioch College
Dr. Liian W, Jonxson, Memphis
Charres S. Jounsox, Fisk University
Marcarer Lamont, New York City

Georce MarsHALL
National Federation for Constitutional Liberties

Mzrs. GEORGE MaRrsHALL

Wirma McFarLAND
Editor, CHILD LIFE

Carey McWiLLiams
Chief, Division of Immigration and Housing,

[ P B Py
sdlliviilld
Lucy Spracue MrtcreLL |
Banwet School
RrinuoL EIBUHR
Union Theological Seminary

G. Parton
ident, National Farmers Union

MicHAELN\YTRAIGHT, Washington

Arva W, Tavror, Nashville

Mrs. HEren W, WiLson, Bethesda, M.
Georce N, AYHEW Vanderbilt University

Mary DubLIN % YLE ¢, Washington, D. C.
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RIGHLIGHTS OF TEN YEARS 1N THE NEW IXDUSTRIAL SOUTH

1832 School opens its doors in November on 40-acre mountain farm. @ Classes are held for
people of Summerficld community. @ Beginning of ten-year program in home area.

1933 First series of annual residence terms for union leaders. ® Field program begins with
assistance to striking coal miners at Wilder, Tennessee.

‘\334 Library begins sending packages of books to union balls. ® Field program in Knoxville.

¢ Founding meeting of FELLOWSHIP OF SOUTHERN CHURCHMEN held at school.

1835 Staff and students tour southern cities with program of labor plays, puppets, songs. @
ALL-SOUTHERN CONFERENCE FOR CIVIL AND TRADE UNION RIGHTS held at
school: first conference of the kind in the south. ® Cooperative farm garden and cannery begun in
® Srudy groups in Chattanooga for hosiery and textile workers. :

Cutindeaity

1836 TVA outlines reforestation plan for school. ® School broadcasts to England, via BBC,
program of ballads, workers’ songs, stories, dances. )

1837 Making of “"PEOPLE OF THE CUMBERLANDS,” fiim on the work of the school.

® Stafl members loaned for textile and shirt-workers organizing drive.

1935 First annual work camp for college students, conducted jointly with Friends Service Com-
eitree: community improvement work combined with study of the south. ® School organizes
Grundy County Political Conference, which succeeds in electing labor candidates. @ School assists
in sctting up the SOUTHERN CONFERENCE FOR HUMAN WELFARE.

1839 ‘First of yearly workshops for student writers, to focus creative talent on southern problems.
@ Music director odits “LABOR SONGS™ for Textile Workers and leads mass singing at union’s
rational convention. ©  Anti-poll tax case started in name of Henry Pirtle of Grundy County.

1840 Mrs. Roosevelt meets with staff-and students at Chattanooga and gives annual scholarship at
school for worker student. @ Summer work camp builds pottery kiln for Summerfield Cooperative.
& Workers' cducation conference held for Business and Professional, and Industrial Y. W. C. A.

Secretaries.
1494} el programs in New Orleans, Memphis, €linton, Tennessce. @  Stafl teachers are discus-
sion leaders in United Auto Workers' first southern educational conference. @ Traveling library

arculates a thousand books in Grundy County.

1949 Third and fourth Junior Union Camps for children of rural and industrial workers. @ Pub-
lication of “UNDERSTANDING UNIONISM," an analysis of year long field program in New

Orleans. @ Founding of research department to service organizers, unions, Highlander alumni.

® Completion of 18th regular residence term for union students.
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& AN UP AND COMING DEMOCRACY is not possible with only supine, uncritical carrying out

of orders from above; a democracy demands full awareness from all people concerned and full exer-
cise, by all, of the rights of citizenship, Willingness for sacrifice will be common only if there is
common confidence that the benefits of the future will not be restricted. Realistic education of
group leaders will produce intelligent, responsible group action. Therein is assured democracy's
prescrvation and growth.

@ For ten years HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHODL ac Monteagle, Tennessee, has been carrying on a

training program for leaders that has tangibly extended economic and political democracy in the

h Torhu that nrooram is increasing r'\p umlr“ n( H\p :.nnf]\ 5 r\rnr‘n:‘f‘u‘\n luhpc rlaﬂf\nnrt fl'm war
. Gay 51 yie 5§ proe ng t ar

eyt
UL Liial prJgiaills 2 BIVELRSIIE b

reasons and objectives, making more certain the creation of a better future for the common man.

@ FROM THE VERY BEGINNING che schoot's teaching was limited to the immediate needs and

interests of the students.

. » Jiscussion class in child psychology grew out of problems facing community parents.

IS

mal “inspection of some European snapshots: the

A class in cultural geography came from infor

Tennessee mountain folk, many of them rare travelers even to so near a city as Chattanooga, found
their own customs and conditions full of meaning when contrasted with those of foreign peoples.

™ -iecion of the Presidential election paved the way for a class in political analysis, with study
of the pol! tax as it affected class members. the south, the nation.

Teachers and students traveled to observe first hand a bitter strike in the coal fields,

The handerafts native to the region were revived and stimulated: cha’'t making, whittling, pot-
torv, ot meking. A cooperative farm garden was started.  Unions were formed among the timber
sutte s and 1oad workers.  The workers studied the principles and techniques of unionism, learned
of their opportunities and rights restored by the New Deal.  Fducation for use, for action,

& THE SCROOL HAD A HARD BEGIHNING., Gradually, through the efforts of Reinhold Nei-

huhr, Alva Taylor, Sherwood Eddy, Frank Graham, people hegan ta hear of it. Financial sirpport
increased  until cnnrnhntmnq were
someng from all over the country.
Seme were large; most small —a
17 - fve, ten, twenty., The school
- .. then, and has continued to be,
vie v ouve expression of its contrib-
utors creative ideals,
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cxai‘cuucatlonal projects in A en'ca,“
wrote John Dewey.

L2)

. «l2er Rautenstrauch, noted in-
uu-ttai vngineer: '] have found two
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factors working for advancement in

the Tennessee Valley area
throuch the TV A thic coctinn’e nhus-

through the TV A this section’s phys
ical capital is being developed; the
Highlander Folk School is building up
the social capital. The educational
movements of the Government and of
the Highlander Folk School are laying
the foundation for a higher type of
} . civilization and a greater culture than
2 IR e “this nation has ever seen.”

@ THE SCHOQL'S WORK in ics home community gave it a lasting relationship with the people.
The rapid expansion of the southern labor movement took staff members into the field as teachers
and organizers.  Students continued to come for training periods of two, four, six weeks. But now,
between these sessions, the school sent its teachers, books, and charts to Knoxville, Louisville, Mem-
phis, Alcoa, New Orleans. .

These field programs meant a tremendous increase in students. Last year, for example, 475
vouinig men and women were enrolled in Highlander classes. Ninety-three per cent were active union
v moheves nrocidents, stewards, committeemen, secretaries, business agents, organizers. Today High-
[or ‘ o wI\ imni are to be found everywhere in the south’s industrial war effort—key fighters not only

o e beiae fur production now, but in the long term movement toward a more perfect industrial
JOmGCTacy.

#. WIZHLEMDER FOLK SCHOOL and ics NATIOKAL SPONSORING COMMITTEE feel chac

©~ e achievement of age is not important.  There is constantly increasing demand for the serv-

woos winch the school is uniquely equipped to render.” Ten years of experiment have proved the
1..

L]
My (‘;{ TN "nﬁf}u i 1~. l‘"\a rert: |11\f\1 nF rocnlte Ten vear g of activit U |'\ ave "\rr\nn}\f wride onr"nrcp-
) P oo Ty vAIC LI LAlidLy U TUSULES, 2l )r\,u. Ol acilvily nave pro Biie WWILD CUNUIRT .

~otand snerort m SH brgrches of labor.  Highlander faces today and tomorrow hopefully, confident
“wogran is more than'cvur o 2ntial. At present it cannot meet the growing demands of the
-, St.more funds. Will you help the school with your moral and financial support?

JE— i i ke — —— — —— St -

‘ w1t join the liberal-minded citizens above in Supporth one of America’s most important
e for democratic education. Pleas m [cash donation} ¢ $
o CMOC . u 7 ease dccept my 1pledge Of &
{, licass send me further information about the school [] |
T AU et Address.............. . 5‘;\.{..:\&'}.‘.3.-.3.‘?. ...................
; < W g 4
r . Q-
1 Crey and State'”usn A A S e 31'..*3 s R LLLE LN

'/..f' Mam g} Zl,l.{rék&q’laﬁi‘ ;TREASURER HIGHLANDER OIAKZ%CQOOIL\ m“ | I

AoLE, TENNESSEE
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Decoxber 7, 1042

I.A.Cl. Inox'ri_l:h_ :

’\I ’
RE1 NIGHLAEDRR POLX SC
IRTZOAL SWCIRITY - 0.

Dexr Biri

Kinily refer to my lettar of October as,
1943, snd advise By return m=1l whet action ysu hove

token in complimnse with my reguests sontained there-
in, ‘ :

Yours truly,
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Form No. 1

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT }Q,Qm' TENESSEE 61-34

b

FILE NO.

PFERIOD FOR
WHI.CH ADE

v 11-18' 21,25-44

DATE WHEN MADE

12-3-42 -

REFCORT MADE AT

JEIPITS, VEINESSEE

REPORT MADE BY

R

TITLE CHARAC‘I'II OF CASE

QII" TLAI'DER FOLK SCHOOL LNAL S“‘CURITY -C

Investigation at Nashville, Tennessee s fails to
reflect any indicetion of Commnistig activities or
sympathies,on the part of #or
L7 * Amerioan YeLyon Tile on subject

' ' organization i1s reported to have-been loste Very .

little activity reported at the Tenth Anniversary
celebramon of Highlander TFolk School, held at Montea

L on o e oe: 1o7s. ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

~
Ci

- TUG -

B~

leport of Special A ent
Octoter 22, 1942, at llempiis,

R o B gl b I
[T R -4

LENINecEsSne

Letter from the Ino:ville Field Division to liemplis
Tield Division, dated November 26, 1942

BILINS: AT VASITITLIE,

£7p

mreviously nalte Vhorm

TONITES5IE

hoege identity has bLeen

have long been associated with the above institu-:”

tiong and to 'is lhnowledge have never been connzcled vwith any Comrmnist move*xents
s neiiher have ‘uenw__led thenzelves with any Coumnist or*anlwtlﬁns.‘ *t
waes the opinion of J‘nat both L.'ld wrere loyal
Aazricans and i‘;‘ee iron any Comimni st ac wvltles or _1‘.2_88. wst Wi X
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that the file regarding Highlander Folk School compiled by the committee
of tre American Lezion for the State of Tennessee, had been turned over

o s 40 —of the Am-rican Legion.

% ;
Mgl ' = American Legion for the State
T of Tennescee, was contacted rerarding the aforementioned file, andq
S 2avised that tidis file had been misplaced, and althoush he had made severa
attenpts Lo locate it, he had met with negative resulis; however, he indi-

that the file vas ouitmoded and conlained very litile inforaziion sub-

cated tha

i ceazvent to 1939,

s on Octover 26, 102, (NN - <ot
’ Ty Special Aent (A) and at that time, a list was furmisted

A o

to Arent of those persons who had atiended the Tenth Anniversary

Celebration o! the Hizhlander Folk School, held at lonteagle, Tennessee, on
. Sunday, Octover 25, 1942, Tidis list is veing retained in the files of this

ey office. reported that there was very little activity of interest during
- the celebration, and that no speeches or addresses were made, except one

by Dre ALVA ViRXZAYIOZ of Nashville, Tennessee, this addr-ss beinr very little

mere than a sermon,

-

nsor r the Highlander Folk School, is presently in Ailanta,

-3 -



Georgia, and erpec+ed to remain -bhere 1“or a period of flve or six mon’chs."

Reference leuter of‘w; A. }URPHY, Special Agent in Charge,
¥norville, Tennessee Field Division, dated November 26, 1942, advises
tnat after reviewing the file of instant orpganization, the Bureau has
ctated thet further active investigation of this school is not warranted,

ard that outstanding leads should be covered immediately, in order that
this matier may be brouvght to a logical conclusion.

In view of the abov: facts, no further investiration is
templated in this case, and it is being referred upon completion to the

con
office of origin; however, the Bureau will be kept currently advised of
any change in the conirol or policy of this school which might indicate
its comnection with subversive act1v1t1es.

NEFEDAED UPCT COIPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF GRIGIH
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: Federal Bureau of Fwesti.

Hnited Btates Department of Justice
Knoxville, Temmesses
December 1, 1942

Jirector
Fedsral Buresu of Investipation -
washington, D. C. ' 71185
2
. HIGHLANDZR FOLX SCHOOL
INTZRNAL SECURITY - C
Daar 5ir:

feference is made to the Bureau letters
of Jctobzr 23, 1942 and of December 7, 19L2, 61-7511.

This is to advise thzt in 2ccordance wath
Bureau insiructions, the file of this case was reviewad, at which
time it was ascert=ined that there were cutstanding leads for the
Bzltimere, Bosten, Chicago and New Orlezns Field Divisions., On
Tovember 26, 1942 2 lsttsr was directed to these offices requesting
that thls cese receive immediate attention in order’ that it might
b= brouzht to 2 loglcal conclusion, Arranzements have also bean made

. mi2rcby current literature of the Highlander Folk School will be
g;g%;&% rzceived by the Knoxville Field Zivision,
T
ST R It is anticireted that upon receipt of
SR ) reports covering the outstanding leads in this case, the file will
R i be carried in 2 closed stetus, =nd information furnished to the
SR [ - Zuarea2u regarding current activities from time to time,
L L
' ok +here is being enclosed herewith a mimeo-~
o graphed sheetl sntitlad "lzssarch Departmant, Kighlander rfolk Zchool,™
% iich is self-expl-natory. -
N L'! Yours truly,
,. FLL INFORMATION CONTAINED N
{ HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED %. A, LURFHY /7
A DATE% «g(fjﬁ BY 5’,:0& ~In Upecial fgent in Cherga
- ‘ R7RG -
L7 AT - gl / 21
1-12 B3 DE‘DTROYED e s 0boaal ‘4/ :‘7 LT .
VICT Znclos ura_,k.)k'“"’sh 0% \ 1 A F 14 .
u 11 DEG 15,1847
i

R ——— —



v

P moron
HICHLANDER FOLK SCHODL

. | . | : i . N /,. 71188 | ..

To meet the responsibilities placed upon it by the war,
Highlander Folk School recently set up a Reseerch department
for its alumni, organizers end union members in the South.
The purpose of this Research Department is to put out material
with interpretative information on labor legislation and
government agencies in pamphlet and outline form; to serve as
e news exchange senter between different locals; and to contact
union officials and union memberg individually about some of '
their c¢wn problems as affected by the war. - E

S e have just published a short pamphlet on labor-management
“f”f““ff : committeese Its real value ig demonstreted by the enthusiastic

o

s

*
R
4

response we are receiving from both government officials and

o union memters. Mr, Reginald Raymond, War Production Bowrd,

: wrote us, "Your pamphlet on production committees is deeply
p appreciated. It is frank and cogent,® )

A district.dircctor of the United Stoel Workers, ordering

~a number of coples, wrote, *(Your booklet) contains excellent
material and I believe it will be of great value to us. "’

Upon general request, we ere now sending out simplified . -
cherts cnd outlines on governmont agencles of Importance to labkor,
on which unions are or con be represented---outlining the steps
thot should be tokon to obtain labor representation. To these
sctivities we plen to aodd the mailing of up-to-the-minute '
newsletters to those who request our services, o8 well os to
our extension workers and educators in the field. '

The Resozrch Depariment is Highlander's latest development.
Its successful beginning encourages us to tuild up o research -
scrvice tan 6ull nt any time. : R

ALL INEORMATION CONTAINED

R B . S . .

- HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

s DNTE 25/ BY Scaryla 2
7 -; o %@x U

1
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#ederal Bureau of Inuesiwganon

Knoxville, Tennessee

Hnited States Department of Fustice 3 '
January 29, 1943

Director, FBI

HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOCL
INTEZRNAL SECURITY - C

Dear Sirz

In compliance with the Bureaut*s desires as
expressed by letter of December 7, 1942, 61-7511, the
awdliary offices receiving copies of .this letter are re-
quested to complete pending investigation and submit RUC
reports in the immediate future in order that this case
may be brought te & logical conclusion,

Very truly yours, .

W. A. MURPHY, SA

VALDAT
61-12 - '
CC - Louisville

Bsltimore

Boston ALL INFORMA“ON CONTAINED
vhicaco HEREIN 1S UNCLASSIFIED

lew ?rleahs D ATE L2 BY _(S_ ﬁ%@
JCAJ St




o Fedreral Bureau of Inuestingation
R Hnited Btates Department of Justice

633 Federal Building
Louisville, Kentucky

February 12, 1943

Lirector, F.B.I.

) ‘
RE: HiGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
I~TERIAL SECURITY - C

Daar Sir:

In connection with an investication of the above cap-~
tioned institution, Knoxville, origin, it was ascertzined as a
result of interviews with two individuals who attended the High-
iander Folk School, sumrmer session in Septewber, 1942, that re-
zarks had been made by some of the instructors at this school to
_ Tie effect that .rs. Frankiin D. Roossvelt was a contributor to
.;f%‘yf the scnool.
advised it was stated in cless that .rs. Roossvelt coatributed
to the school and would be in attendsnce on the last day of SGQSIOH
Aoril 13, 1942.

it
ATy

acvised vwriter on
anaary zo, 1943 in an interview to oscertain informcticn concern~
ing sutject organization that lirs. Roosevelt offers a 5100 scholar-
chip for subject organization each year.

Corane s ATION CQE\‘TMNED Very truly yours,
ERLN Ef; U?fCLASSTrIcD . WKPZM
owir o (BEBY VALY HERBEAT K. NOSS

Special Agent in Charge

. .. 61'45“ LECQRDEL é/ /7_ ,/02/:
K A

—y\‘im T eys

i [ LhYRYRD ) _ oL

Y puy| =S DEgTROYEY, A Froots o
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71179
\ FEDERAL BUREaU CF INVESTIGATION |
ORIGILN: KWOXVILLE, TEGJESSES -~ +  LVLE. FILE 61-42
Louieville, Ky. 2.13-43 10-14-42-1-22, . )

a*, 23,25,20,27-43 ? 7C/-. l Illll |.

™ LIGHLAYDER FOLK SCHOOL | INTERWAL SEGURITY - ©

SYHOPSIS:  Group of Louisville labor union nembers atteaded session

g of Highlander Folk School September, 1942 at Monteagle,
Tennessee. MILES HORTO. recruited these students on his

:’Ggﬂi\;c‘nﬂflﬂfsr OFF 4 visit to Louisville in summer of 1942, Interviews with

( YT T these union members reflected the general opinion that

m.l' b \U“N e e the subject orgaaization it deminated by CIC infiuence
. and teaches radicalism similap if not identical with l

Coompunism. dames of teaschers 2nd labor organizars who
it visited subiect school are set forth. ilotebook 2ddresses
CaTTEeY , s 07 | é‘)g
Fiooo BRG. Ef\'m\ ‘ sct iorth for inforuation o
'_,_,, . ‘ N TR vl Resicente of loateagle, Tenn:zssee distrust
BY subjset orgenizaticn. Local CIC Financial Sserutary at
o Leaicville favorably imorszssed by subject orgsnizetion.
Vg _
SRRRY - RUC - :

8]

R srpizs g Ruport of Speeiel .o.ent Co | NN c2teo October 22, Vo

1942 8t XKnowvillie, Tenaescec.

DR LIL5G: Ir. refercnced report the names of sgverel leceal union maa-
birs vwerc sot forth indicating that they hsd utt\ nded the

CVa LS DEgTRaypp ST scssion of the Yiphlander Folk Scheol ~t leatcagle,

Y C “ Tennessee from Sgpteuber 1 to Ssptenber 13, l‘?b2.
_, . h‘ () _s'-.‘ “ (.-J Iu 1 ’ X ’-,'-‘ /
' K e e e e e e e e _ T
_ AHHU,:DA'D — ‘
e Fh e DR éé?/g-%%?{/lfﬁﬁ P '/i J%
W e s — .
4 i Toreau
e 2 ~ Knexvilie | L Bkl
2 - dew York ‘ N, O \ . &
1 - Clevezland(Info) "“.' ROt A L2 DL\"M
1 - Birmingham (Info) s, AN ﬁ-,}@ﬁf{. '
1 - iemphis (Iafo; - 36 ¢ LR '\*'J “‘q
1 3, .
2

fox oraezne () (L1 INFORMATION CONSAINED * .

{1 N » *
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Yorm No. 1 CONFI NT'AL
THis case omeinaTED AT KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE FLE No. 10U=1878

REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE ;":?.ICOHD:OAE‘ REFPORT MADE BY [7 C/ -

Baltimors, Maryland 2-23-43 10063 | S $~
TITLE CHARACTER OF CARE o
" HIGHLAIDER FOLK SCHOOL {iyiber. o INTERNAL SECURITT - C
by Tyt ‘-"r}i LA
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: IS

Field Division. ¥No crimin

- RIC

ETFEREKCE?:

Report of Special Agent
Knoxville, Tennessee.
Report of Special Agent
Baltimore, Maryland,

DETAILSS

vara hpcﬁtivn in result.

] e W e i peg=R 2

no informatlion.

Iovastigation reficcis ) | BRI
not presently engaged /
0 st Party activities in ths Baltimore

A check of the indieces of this office, of the Baltimore City
the tpe.:.ephone directory, and s review of the known members of the

A Toview of the rocords of the Baltimore Police Department- reflected

al ?'ocord. ALY IITCRRATION nowe Ty
PERZIZ 1St ieoorIn
- EXCEPT WRERE SEORYN
WAL SK,

dated December 30, 1941, at
dated Mareh 21, 1942, at

o ‘. ' P P
<705 DLETROYFIL  REFERSED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF onmm -
ra 25 186) v

--MA_'FE(‘;-?L‘ \,ED(:ENDD m SFECIAL AGENT .

= = V_I_,‘L:{W

- N AT 7\

’—1 Bureau ’-ﬁ o
{ \2 Knoxville * m / ‘ oyl T s
! 2 ~ Baltimore ' L
‘ o
|

ey war-‘r ENTIAL

‘ .

/-m--m i sTn

7—3084
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United Btates Department of Iustice

Knoxville, Tennessee
March 15, 1943

Director, FEI

Re: C%IGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
INTERNAL SECURITY - C

Dear Sir: C .

Reference is made to Knoxville letter to the
Bureau dated January 29, 19)43,, indicating that a closing report in
the above-captioned matter would be submitted as soon as all out-
standing leads are covered.

This is to advise that the offices receiving
copies of this letter still have undeveloped leads in this case
outstanding. As soon as these leads are covered, a closing report
will be submitted.

Very truly yours,

Falit]
1
Arr
ey
C "-“.,'
i ».r.‘..n;".K*”

W. A. MURPHY, SAC

L xh
1-12

o0 - sostan ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
ew oteans  HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
[
[ s

DATE 209/5¢ BYSL&%@,
. : PV RY

-REOORDED F{T/; Z __/ - J&é

L'U.i’,(E 55 ) E l

YWWELESR DES’I' ; _ g
VICTORY 58 4pg oo YER 3 WAR TS :
R 25 191 i :
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF lNVESTlGATION

Form No. 1

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT KNOXVILLE, TLRTESSEE FILE NO. 100-1288
REPONRT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADK FERIOD FOR_ REPORT MADE BY ,6 C_-
TEJ ORLEANS, LA, B=b=-43 D=2 422,23, 24-4{5
T : ) CHARACTER OF CASE
Oﬂ@ﬁ@;ﬂ FOLY SGEOOL o . nmm. smURI'n' ¢

D & ——
4 L

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Namgs checked ageinst New Orleans Field
indices wil nezative results, except

b

but who is not
belleved 1O be engeged in Communist or
R subversive actiuties;a H.tghlagd;rul'olk :

Seloo oxuneion ooures Latt comSCHty INEORMATION CONTAINED
| HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
DATE (&Y BY: s?zgggz

ated December 50’67J/=

X f N

- RUC -

Repoft of Special Agent
1941 at Xnoxville, Tennessee,
Report of Special Agent

j

|
[
s
tz)
.

dated February

13, 1943 at Louisville, hontuck e
i\ _ Report of Special Agent entitled
s ! dated llarch O, at l'ew Orleans, Ipuisiane}_é ne_

IS AT HE. ORLEANS, LOUISTANA:

The following names were checked against the indices of the
14 Division with npmt)‘va regults: T

i o
&

ton NiAEDE-D‘: Y o .‘./_.f (/{,7 L"'C‘,“:'N‘&':'m | DO NOT WRITE IN lescsracos
i e / ,.2
. o
. COPIiES OF THIS REFORT

. 5 « Buresau

{ - % - Enoxyllle
1
2

- Atlanta (Inf)

; 1 r--’._N_gw Orlesg
| ( [
U 1
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THis case omiGINATED AT KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE riLe N0,  O1-12
REFORT MADE AT OATE WHEN MADNY FERIOD FOR REFORT MADE BY
. . . WHICH MADE L N -
KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE T3 T=3=-43 WILLIAM A, MURFHY C) AT
TmeEe CHARACTINR OF CASE
HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL INTERNAL SECURITY - C
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: As leads outstanding in Charlotte and
~ Chicago Field Divisions relate more to
* individual activities on the part of per-
sons previously listed as lecturers and
on mailing llst of Highlander Folk School,
and do not relate tc the activities of the
school itself, investigation being closed,
since there is no proof of Communist con-
trol or domination in the conduct of the
school, although there are many indications
i of liberal if not radical interests in it.
I e
Rl RLTTRENCE: Bureau letter dated 10-23-42, Bureau file
o €-7511,
/' ™ DsTATIS A review of the cutstanding leads in this case
{ , reflects that thsy relate more to determining
&*‘;{_" 3 the present activities of persons vho at one
time or ancther may havg been sither lecturers or reciplents of corres-
rondencag fron the Hischlendsr Folk School, rather than to any activity on
tha part of the scheool itself., It is cons:.aered that further 1nvast1gation
cof thesz leads is not warranted at this time.
The Charlotte and Chicago Field Divisions
ray ther:lfore RUC their files :Ln eb‘aﬁﬂm 1*0 1nam zacaipt of
. this repcrt,. |N‘F KT Oﬁ CONTKTNE?
CE ,
T HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED |
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@ Bureau cran AL INDEXED
2 - Charlotte "}., A coy
¢ - Chicago Vi TN A VA
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. The Bureau by letter of , 192 aé 7¢
in rsviewing the sunmary report of Special Agent Knoxvillae,
Temnessee, dated September 12, 192, advised that ¥ concludad that N

the investigation failed to reflect Communist control or domination
in the conduct of the Highlander Folk School at Monteagle, Tennesses,
although there are many indications of liberal if not radical interests
in 1it. .

- The ¥Xnoxville Field Division will maintain
cantact with informants in the vicindty of Montesagle in order to be

kept advised of any change in the contrel or policy of the school as well
as its activities, officers and sponsors. : :

At a maating of phe Executiva Council of the
Highlander Folk School held at Monteagle March 28, 14,3, the council
recOgnized that the present struggle to defeat the Axis reguired the school
to intensify its activities “in behalf of democracy.® The meeting of the
council was rather fully written up in the Highlander Fling, official
publication of the school in tha following editorials N .

®Merbers discussed the work done in the Summer-
field Commurity by the school—work which centinues to have widespread
results even though many of our nzightors have left for the armed services
ardd some have temporarily left the community to work in defense plants.

S
" The school functicns as a rural settlemsnt houss here in this Cumbsrland
N cownunlty and as a training school for labor leaders in its extension
. = ctivities.
7 3
i\ i Consideration was given to prcposed recreation

N ' programs for Tennessea trade unions, Cther subjects discussed included
revival of tha research and publications department when a suitable p2rson
can be found to replace BillkGlkuss, drafted; establishment of a nursery
schoel demonstration project, and the sattlng up of a naticn-wide Eighlander
Assoclation to provide support for the schoolfs activities,

N
E;\\Zhitlowﬂky reported that more than §70 of
the necsssary §200 had Resan realized for the Bill Buttrick lemorial Czbin
: % through the sales of Blls\@attrick's pictura VWhen sufficient money is
Wy ralsed, a cabin for boys ¥ill be built in memory of this young EFS teacher,
R who was cne of the pionesrs in Southern labor educatien,

kiss Zhitlcwsky also reported that Maria _
\“Btenzel had made a trip to Xnoxville when CIQ unionists held ths dedication




i
s'ﬁ "tk
1

!

|

for the remaining two of iaria's murals., These murals, commemcrating
the rise of the labor movement, now hang in reglcnal CIO headquarters
at Knoxville, . : .

Carolyn Finklastein reported that the grea.t.
nesd of HFS is direct and substantial union support to implement the work
of the office force in raising funds to carry on the school program.
st its highest efficiency, the office force can only raise monsy to egual
one large grant. 4 committee was appointed to consider this matter.

A . Council yepbers were BillACrawford, Paul R,
&mlstouher, James" Dombrowski, Myl crton, Zilphx&&lort.on, Alton
yrence, L.ar?ﬂ{awrance, Eva Zhlt.lcms s and Carolj 'F?‘E.g.nkelstelnh

This matter is being clesed on the aut.hcrity
of the Special Agen't. in Charge. : ,

- CLOSED =~
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ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL
an h xztl.ml
’

Dear Ed:

»

I am enclosing herewith all the
material I have received in comnection with
Highlander Folk School at Monteagle, Tenn.
I mentioned this matter to you in the
dining room the other day and you were good
enough to offer to look into it for me.

I would be grateful for any informa-
tion you could give me. Will you kindly
return the enclosed material at your con-
venience,
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Assistant Attorney Qenseral David 1. Basslon . yebruary 21, 1947
Director, FBI | , . :
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peference is made to ycur request of Mr. Edward A. Tamm nndor '
date of Februery 1k, 19L7, at which time you requestied any inforaation
gve!lsble ccncerning the Highlander Folk School st Kontesgle, Tenncssge.
The litersture stich you forwarded with your request was reviewsd and
ptotostutic coples made for the completion of our files.

Yor your further ccnfidentisl information, I &= enclosing
berawi th 8 mezorerdus which suatarizes inforaatiou contained in our
files soncerning the Bighlander Folk School ss of Septeaber, 19L2.
Thers hes been 1o sebsejuent informa:tion received since 19..2 which
vould crange materlally the inforzation c"nt.ainad in that ssnorandim.

I em returning herewith the libcrat.ure w»hich yas forwarded
to you bty ths Washinston Coamlttee for the Highlandcr Folk Schopl that

set ot censiderable information concsrnin,., the background and. ac“..ivitiea:

cf this echool, )

ot
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED = €% /

HEREI 1S NCLASSIED /
DATEo’?%/W BY sozm )

-
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! o s
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Origin

The Righlander Folk Bchool which is located on the highway between
¥onteagle, Tennessee, and Tracy City, Tennessss, was founded on a plot of land
dopated by lillian Johnson, Ph.D. in 1932, Dr. Johnson came to Nonteagle in the
sarly 1920's at which time she showed a great deal of interest in the community

n' Rumnwﬂ aid *.nn.n-.n whinh 4a 1”.‘&3}‘ WaAWY WmADW l!nnt-ln’- senantnllw tha
1aSaly JSONSSRSS, TaAlh aF mMYTW Ywag Svag MR ) PEpVeaTeng uvies

achool system and the public health of the community, Shc was very much intirested
in and attempted to belp the underprivileged claszs of people who reside in Grundy
County, Yo this end she donated the tract of land which is now used by the

| Blghlander Polk §chool. The two people she chose to sstablish this school wers

| ¥yles Horton and Don West. Horton had been tho Stats Chalrman of the Scclalist
Committeo in Tennesses for the campaign of 1932, while Don ¥est was r-portad to

{ openly state that ho was & (ommunist,

A MY 11 1013l b tﬂ«h‘andnm 'J\‘I’ EALA.-1 dommls med & Alswndaw A'
L9+ '\l-h‘ Sy LFjipy R b Rila UNUR Wiy W widEl WSl

incorporation under the Code of Tennessee or 1932. rhil charter statae that the
particular purpose for which this charter is sought is the support of the BRigh-
lander Polk School adult education, the tralning of rural end industrial leaders,
znd gereral academic education. The incorporators were Kyles Horton, Elizadbeth
Rawes, James Docbrowski, Rupert Hampton, and Halcolm Chisholm.

Farly Sponsors

- . i n i

The school at 1ts inception was supported by members of the Soclallst
Party of natio 1 prominence, including Norman Thomas.

[

Adre ard Purposaa of the School

-

In s pucphlet published by the Eighlander Folk Schoel it is stated
that the school was founded *to provide an edvcational center in the South for
the training of rural and industrial leaders and for the concervation and
encouragerent of the indigenous cultural values of the mountaina.® Activities

j of the school have been prisarily in the education of labor organisers. This
selwol has conducted six wacks ccurses known ss the spring end fall terms. At
these sesaions workers who have been selscted by thelr verious unioms are given
courses in History, economics, union publicity, parlismentary law, publio
apcaking, dracatics, and are taugh®t howx to organise a union, conduct urdiem
nmatinz', present gricvunccl, how to call and organisc strikes snd to effectively

# bargain with smployers, The Righlander Folk S8chool slsc conducts an sxtension

T8 arorser _ PROgram by sending varicus mesbers of its faculty to any wnion who asks for
¢ Gl " their eervices to help them put cn & drive for new mesbership or to more

o T afrectively bargain for wage increases and better working conditions.

3
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Attacks Made on the Highlander Folk School

When the Highlander Folk School first moved to Montesagle, Tennesses,
Myles Horton, together with the others of the Bighlander Folk School, was
introduced to members of the community by Dr. Lillfan Johnson who asked that
they help them in their endeavors. The Highlander Folk Bchool staff includes
individuals who are well sducated and seex to have & sincers desire to help , -
the people of the South. In this conmecticn they.stromgly followed the
socialist-Communist united front program of the early 1930's. Most of the
literature passed out by the school at that time was of a Socialistic nature.
In connection with tteir program, however, they soon developed a theory eof
using militant labor strikes in an effort to solidify the workers in a commom
caugse and to impress upon them the necessity of organising in order to gain
the power of nulberl. In this connection the school issued pamphlets entitled
} iy Ne Need the Unicn.® These parphlets state that thers ie always a conflict
between labor end capital and that what is gcod for thl managenent and capital
nust of necessity be bad for labor.

+

The Bighlander Folk School was also instrumental in orgsnising the

- Yorkers Alliance in Orundy County which was later declared by ite president

cw e ar.d secretary, David Lasser and Berbsrt Benjamin, to be controlled by the Communist
T {T<:l¥e In connection with the Workers Alliance, XNyles Rorton, Jsmes Dombrowski,
‘nna the Aigrlander Folk School faculty encouraged the sitdown strike at Vonteagle,
o Toctsce, in February, 1939. This strike was one of the factors which brought
g tre 5rcwlng resentzent of the comnunity to & head and it brought into prozinence
o . orpa~ization imown as the Orundy County Crusaders who bitterly opposed the

school and made avery effort to drive it from the community.

\ In the early fall of 1939 John McDougel Burng, & reporter for the
e %ashville Tennessean,newapaper, visited the Highlender Folk School for
S approximately cne wesk at which time he also talked with residents in the
comaunity it an effort to determine whether the school was Communistic or’
} Cczuunist controlled. Burns reported in newspaper articles trat: the
L 'Fighlander Folk School is the centér for spreading Conmunist doctrines in
RS thirteen outstanding states; that ccnnected with 4ts leadership are peracns
- j who have been cherped with being Commmnists; its faculty spreads Cozrunism
i no serds 1ts slumnl to labor organizations where they msintain contact with
: ‘tfn r alma mater and spread {ts teachings over a wide areaj holds conferences
3 ‘ot the school tetween regular seesions where it teaches Commuriist theories to
M1ater lcaders and othcra; it 1s a source of plays for use by "progressive®

Avreiiend = oy - Tod
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On Kovember 13, 1940, a merch on the Highlander Folk School wee averted
by holdinz a mesting of the representatives of the Grundy County Crusaders and
menbers of the faculty ir a session held st Sevanee University. At this time
the Orandy County Crusaders hurled accusations st the Eighlander Folk Schoel,
stating that it xas & “hotbed of Communiem.n Jemes Dosbrowski of the Highlander
Folk Schoocl faculty answered for the school and esplained that the school was
S purely a labor school and statsd that in the event that the crusaders could prove
P ng ]the achool was Communistic, 1t would immediately move from the county. The /

Grundy County Crusaders were unable to produce sufficient evidence which would
indicate that the school was controlled by the Communlst Party. _

Charter Kembers

ngw As indicated previocusly, the Ei;hlander Folk 8chcol at 1is inception
( { was founded by Myles Horton who was known to bs a Soclalist at that time and by
Lo !

Don West who had openly stated that he was a Commnist. Don Vest was doscribed
mﬁ \w'no became revolutionary and studied Merx and Lenin for the purpose of
- ‘
}
‘.

in an srticle which sppeared in the Dally Worker as a young mountaineer poet
organizing Negroes and white farmers in Cecrgla.

¥alcolm Chisholm, a charter member of this school, was killed fighting
vitr tha Spaznish Loyaliets during the Spanish Civil Far,

: £nd a faculty member of the scheool until the spring of 1942 when ke rcsigned
145 position to becone secrctary for the Southern Conference for Muman ¥elfers.
4
%

e J:mes Dozbrowskl wos a charter wember of the Highlender Folk School
¢ h.& been reported that Dombrowski has expressed himsclf as being in sympathy
SRS

Co ’ A i

< .1t the Ruseisn form of government, that he thought thet revelution was

L ‘14ncvitable. ard that the cepitslistic system should be cverthrown. Ee is also

' ;. ;orted Lo have been a memler of the Communist Psrty in Chattanooga, Terngssees,

«ni te have sttended msny meetings in that city in the years 1538 to 1940.
Lozurewsxl ie reported to be ixtued with a philosophy of saving mankind and
bhoz been particularly interested in belping scuthern labor end attexpiing to
irprove lator conditions in the South.

Tndications of Comaunist Influence
in tha Program of the School

A study of the program of the Highlander Folk School indicatcs that
v w00l followed the Commundst Party linc to a certein degree. The school

»: ¥33 organized at a time when the Comuunists und Soclalists had a projven for |
R ar.ited front organizations for persans who were dissatisfied with the country's
s . prliticel end economic conditions. Well-known Communists such &s Robert Hall of

iRirminghem, Alabama, and Ted Eellman of Chattanooga, Tennessee, {requently visited
[tbic school. The Workers Alliance was formed in Monteagle by the Hi hlander Folk
gchool and the militant strike policy advocated by the Communists for the purpose

! of crgardzing labor was adopted by the school. It was during this period that James
P.olizacid and Xyles Borton were reported to have bsén seen with Young Communist

{ imepee varus in their possession and to have made statements which would indicate

I their syupathy for the Russisn form of govermnaent,

-3 -



- literatire received by and distriduted by the Ei hlander Folk School
consists of labor pamphlsts and magazines, Socialistlc literaturs, and to soms
extent Communist litersturs. The Highlander Folk Schuol is not believed to have
passed cut pamphlets of the Cosaunist Parly such as literature protosting the -
deportation of Bridges, freeing of Esrl Browder, eic., but has contented i tself
with providing publications such as "Soviet Power,” ®Oomounist Manifesto,” and -
Jiterature which presents the broad picture of Uoscunism rathor than that ‘
repregenting the various turnings of the Communist Party line. L

gndorsara of the Bigr{landar Folk School = .

Many individuals of bigh government, h.b.br,crﬂahd social standing bave
euuorsad this school froa tims to time, including Mrs. Franklin D. Rocsevslt,
Mre. Bugo L. Black, Jobn L. Lewis, Mrs. Harold L. Ickes, Sidney giliman, end
others. : : L s . i

o raise funds for this school, Kyles Horton and others have spent a
great deal of time in the north trying to enlist the add of prominent educators
and political figures. This schoollas also presented comzunity prograns and
bensfits in ¥ontsagle in an sffort to ;ain the suppart of the local citisens
_as w&il as to educate the persons in the surrounding comzunities. Although the
{ schocl hae been branded by many as Cozmunist, there is no substantial evidence
indicating that it is controlled by the Communist Party. Howsver, there are
nomerous indications that the schocl is liberal and radical and, thsrefore,
oppog=d by conservativas, ‘ ‘

(62-7511)
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DATE:March 18, 10948

5:C, Knoxville

AYCLTY OF GOVFITINEIT ZMPLOTESS

Reference 1s made to section A of SAC letter 36,
i=tel larch 2, 1948, There are no recognized "Communiet Front™
o:rw*M zzt7ons uctzve within the territory of the Fnoxville
Divisien. The only three groups, suspected of Communlst effilia-
‘tion, vhich how reribers in this district, ere set out herewlth.

o The Southern Conference for Human Welfare, clted in the
suse Un-“nmericawn Actlvities Committee pamphlet, has ite head-
c*_ warters for this area at Neshville, Tormnesgee, within the Memphls
district, znd therefore no ettempt will be made by thils office to
cumarize its nature, There is no local group of Southerm Conference

for Humon Welfare orgonized and active in the Knoxville crez, although
there ere o fow ¥novn memberc reslding in this district,

al?
"~ The Southein Tlerro Youth Congress has some members In ’
Chnstonsosy but ie not listed wnd has no or;:mized Jr'oup or
netivity area. On the pozsibility thzxt this group m=y

in This

P1isted with the liational Fegro Congress ond 2s this group
Leadguerters Tor this arez in Blwmingher, Alsbznz, 11 is

S

A thot the Dimminghon offlce w11l firnish a skelsh if

5t rmt he consilered
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September 22, 1948

ALL INFORMATIOI\' CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED -+ -
DATE o _BYSFES

Your letter of September 9, 1948, has been received and the o
contents carefully noted. Your courtesy &nd interest in making this -

information avallable are indeed appreciated.

o

I regret, however, t.hat I am unable to comply with your
request as this Bureau is precluded from furnishing information to
other thar authorized sources tlhrough a long-standing policy pro-
mulated by the Attorney General. I am sure that you will realize

the necessity for such a procedures.

i Sincerely yours,

o / - 7 5 /. / - / 3 y John Bdgar Hoover

Director
100«33049-4

. Kobile (with copy ‘

; ‘ New Orleans (with\c 5 -
4 Atlanta (with copy o &’3 N T
#emphis (with copy|of Ancoh o> ‘,\'654 2

\ m"é"

<

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION [
-~ MAILED 4
% SEP 22 1948 PM.|

FEDERAL BUREAU OF HVEETIBATION .
U. 8. DEPARIBENT 0f JUBTICE




Oﬁ?ce Memonmdzmz » UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

/0 :  Director, FBI DATE: November 8, 1548
,«J"?ROT! :  SAC, Birmingham
susjEcT: &y = c
JECT: ™ 516, LAKDER FOLK SCHOOL

TRIAL SECURITY
(Buresu File 100=23649-4)

Feurlet S=-22-48 to

crraraing copy of letter received from him. It is noted that no

*Rtter arpears to have been furnished Knoxville, which
is cftice of eorigin in this matter.

cory of
office

A copy of letter is, therefore, being sent ¥rnoxville

S “cr informaticn. The files of this office are ne_ative as to —

feo

- . ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

re: Ynexville (sncl)
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4ffice dated March 3, 19L9, setting forth inforuation with regard
to the subject organization, The Louisville letter, & copy of -
shich is attached hereto, advises that its letter is in response
12 & reguest received from the Vash Field Qffice da -

February L, 1948, to have
——— -
| The Pureau is ot in posasession of sny information
re;arding the subjoct arganization reflectdng why this organliss-

tion is of intercst at this time. Therefore, it is requested

that ycou advize the Buresu as to reasons why that inquiry was
made 5 : uisville cffice conceming the subjlect groupe . - -

tLtfendont
i

s cc: Louisville _
Your file F61-hi2

- \ ALL IHFORMATION CONTAINED
| ~ HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
_ DATE 2] /s Bvﬁam@é@
A% L e o
L f?omrﬁuwicarloms SECTiON] - :
o f“—?:', MAILED © | -
% MAR 241949 Py
o= “?F’:“ BUREAU OF tAVESTIGATION

s < < . y
< TQQS)’
EAC, _?.'."t_shingtoq F_ield Barch ﬂz, 1949
C/= e LT
1‘1‘ Director, FBI . _
‘ MIGHLALDER FOLK SCHOOL
INTERNAL SECURITY = C B
Burcau file f&-~TS11 . ..» L S :
Sho Puresu 48 in recalpt of & lettar from the Louisville -

——
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ETANDARD FORM NO. B4 5?_‘

O]ﬁce Memoréndz&m UNITED smﬁs GOVERNMENT

TO . DIRECTOR, FBI DATE: 3-9-Y49
M : SAC, ENOXVILIE

SUBJECT: ' HIGHLANDER FOIE SCHOOL
TNTERNAL SECURITY - C

Reference 1le made to Loulsville letter to the
Dirsctor dated March 3, 1949.

Considerable investigation has been conducted by
the Enoxville Office in the cape entitled "Highlender Folk
School; Internal Security - C" (Bureau f£ile mumber 61-7511).
This investigatighA disclosed no proof of Commnist control
or domination the conduct of the school, although there
were meny indjcgiions of liberal, if not radical, interests
in it. MYIESFAORTON, Director of the school, is reputedly
a Socialist #nd runs the school primarily as a training school
for labor leaders. The achool is ostensibly supported by the
Cc10,

i During the perfod in 1941 in which m states
A E that he had conversation with an unkmoyn individual at the -

lander Folk School, Monteagle, Tennessee, no Investligation
conducted by this office at that tims developed any Information
thet the Highlander Folk School was utilizing wire-tapping
Sy equipment, or that they were in any memmer engaged In such
e activities.

. fs the incident referred to in referenced letter
7 toock place a nurber of years ago and, as before steted, Inves-
tigation at that time does not substantlate Information
furnished by him now, the case is not being reopened at this
time and no further action will be taken by this office unless

advised to the contrary by the Bureau. a

o~

showld (D -11 ot the xnoxville orfice,
as 18 indicated by referenced letter, he will, of course, be
o received, and any further information which he cares to offer
i will be duly recorded, The indices of the Knoxville Office
wers chocked with negative results for any previous references
to

R et i« ]

1-12 C: ~ (— < y

: CC: Washington Field REQURDLL -5
A Louisville

{7DEXED - 92

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 23~ ¢
. HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED N

NN apeeTeng Ao Toatilyioe, TANTETL W

1\2’
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FEDERAL BUREAU OfF INVESTIGATION

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Sl
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pho g fahihertii
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HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED -

» DATL

M Secretary

O

EREEN

1

Toxtied - -phoned.

Phone No.

7f’Bazelon"'

Hourl2: 50pmbatefebruary 10 19 50

REMARKS
The secretary stated that J

Mr. Traey

Mr. Ladd
Mr., Clegg
Mr. Glavi
Mr. Niec

Mr. Rosen

r. Harbo
Mr. Jones

Mobr___
Tele. Room__
Mr. Nease
Miss Holmes_ _

éﬂge Bazelon has

eceived a request for a donation to the
Zighlander Folk School, lLionteagle,
and he, Judge Bazelon, would Iike <o krow

if the Burecu can jurnish him cany injorration

concerning this Sfchool.

Tenncssee,

After checking, the

secretary was referred to L'r. Laugilin, in 1T
oj.fice.

letcker's o

Lr. Lecughlin advises that jiles are being
checled end appropricte action will be toclen.

[N

2. /¢

rB 2ZFEB 531351?"”
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Oﬂic“e Memomndum « UNITED STA?%;ES'I%\?]}ERNMENT
TO  :  1m, H. B. FLIICHER ) 3CONFI NTIAL oare: February 10,.1950

FROM 1®. L. L. IAU:—HL% AT, T'T.,ml\""rhvv -M.T,.‘ ::m—"_
£ FI“‘\“‘ 4.“ ’g HI\I\-- . m
usject: & EXTTPT g {FLDD aee
SUBJECT: ™ HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL - 'ERE 5 ~H0',m CE
TMLPNAL SECURITY ~ C ‘URWISE. ., - wichols
- Rosen
fracy,
By reference from the Director!s Office I took a ::r
“elechone call at 12:50 P.M, today from who S$* role. oom
said she is secretary to Judge David azelon o e U. S. - [
Circuit Court of Appeals. hsaid that the Judge QT oancy
lad received a letter from the Highlander Folk School in - _—

lionteazle, Tennessee, requesting a donation, and the Judge war@gﬂ
to know whether the Bureau had any information in its files
iugarding this institution which might be made available to him.

that I would look into this matter

T told
and call her back,

Tue Bureau files show that we have conducted an extensive
ivestication of the Hiphlander Folk School. On February 21, 1947,
sarsuant to a request made by Lr. Bazelon of Assistant to the
‘veotor T. Ae. Tarm on February 14, 1947, we forwarded to }r. Bazelon

ceverandum summarizing information contained in our files as of
2 terber, 1042, pointing out that no subsequent information had

pran received since that time which would materially change the
dnga contained in that rermeorandum.

——
kS

The Highlander Folk School of lionteagle, Tennessee, 1is
.onbioned in sevnral places in the Dies Committee Report (Volumes 1
and 10 - 61=7582), HOWBVer,the School has not been cited as being , :

Corraunistic. RECNAERED | 17 Te‘ﬁﬁle ‘jg,

In a statement made by Mr, Walter S. Steele befor
recial Committee on Un-American Act:.v:Ltles on December 29, 1934, ki L
T |hr'U'E’\ 11? .' 1. 7~

N

Id ’( /
@)::Jer 0 ,?‘y[\.j’f"ﬂ; “--e(!

By e 50 \
BafEB 2310, ooy QAL ® Dty AN OR o




ALCTTON:
ket At

CONFMENTIAL

aprears the following: ®Of the other separate Communistic and
radical 'theatrical! branches in the U.S. we shall mention:
cesa (e) Highlander Folk School Dramatics Club its purposes,
labor plays.t -

It is recormended that I be permitted to call — j.?C"

and tell her tnat the Bureau previously had submitted a memorandum
recarding the Highlander Folk Schoel to Er, Bazelon when he was

with the Department on February 21, 1947, and also to tell her for

thie Juipef’s information that while there are several references to
tiiis group in the Dies Committee Renorts, it has not been cited

.
by that body. If you agree — 1w 1) be so advised. &)
] —— ~ -'-'\5—0
AQ&-M - I 3

£
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letter dated Septembar 2, 1950
ed.

Orlezns 0ffieq
s New Orleans 12, Louisiana,

oot

3~ #. Sincerely yours,

N VI Mg

John Edgar Hoover
Director

©ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCL
E_2 |+
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HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL

MONTEAGLE, TENNESSEE
-

N December 10, 1950

N

hiro Hugh H. Clegg
Agsistant Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. G,

Dear Mr. Clegg:

I was pleased to read from the International Labor
News Service that you feel that the "success of
commmism" can be measured by the weaknesses of
democracy. 1 am lead to believe by your analysis
of the situation that you would approve the enclosed
statenent of policy of the Highlander Folk School.

In the South people are often criticized who believe
as we do here at Highlander that discPiminztion is
incompatible with democracy. In fact I was told
recently by one of your agents that the contents of
the enclosed news release would be considered comm-
wnistic by a majority of Southern people.

I sincerely trust that the position taken by you in

the New York Herald Tribune forum is the official

position of the F,B.I., and not the position implied

by the activities of your representatives who have

questioned our neighbors regarding visits of Negroes
. to the SChOOlo

7,J/ Would you clear this matter up for me?

| ) 5

ALL IKFORMATION CONTAINED  , »” PR
HEREIN 1S UNCLASSIFIED Vo T A
DATE /54 BY 5—‘95‘%&;@ ro
S REGORDED-25 ... i b

~ NDEXEL, - 2 l-’;—— — i
R S

[FZEE R Y o o B Y ST .



Highlander Folk School for immediate release
donteagle, Tennessee

sonteagie, Tennessee ., . . Noveuber 20, 1950 + . «"Cur Chriatmas bells could

be freedom bells if we dared include sll minorities in our circle of brother-

Folk School,

"Freedom bells ringing in the cabins of Negro sharecroppers, ringing
for eager minded students with opportunities limited by accident of birth,
and freedom bells echoing in distant lands could £i11 the troubled world with
+hroughts of peace on earth and good will toward man," he said,

"Highlander's democratic program is based on the brotherhood of
man, Democracy to us means that membership in the human family entitles all to
the freedom of thought and religion, to equal rights to a livelihood, education
snd health; to equal opportunity to participate in the cultural life of the
community and to equal mccess to public services," the religious leaders were
told,

"ife hold that democracy is inactive unless workers are given a full
voice in industry through unions; or farmers are glven a voice in the market
ploce through cooperatives; or where freedom of thought and discussion is
1imited; and thet democracy is outlawed by legally entrenched discrimination
and segregation,

"The times call for sn affirmativwe program, based on a positive goal,"
«++A Hortons "An amy of democracy ceeply rooted in the lives, struggles and
traditions of the American people must be created, By broadening the scope
of demoecracy to include everyone, and deepening the concept to include every
relationship, the army of democracy would be so vast and so determined that

nothing undemocratic oould stand in its path”

IR

/- 7_f'// /Y e
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HIGHLANIER FOIK SCHOCL ,
STATEENT OF PURPOSE, PROGRAL AND PCLICY

We reaffirm our faith in denocracy as a goal that will bring dignity and
freedom to a}1l; in democrzcy as an expanding congept encompassing hwasn
reletions from the smallest comaunity orgenizetion to internstional siruc-
ture; and permesting 1l economic, social, and political activities,

Democracy to us means that membership in the human famdly ecntitles all to
freedom of thought and religion, to equal rights to & livelihood, education
ard hralth; to equal opportunity to participate in the cultural 1ife of

the copgmunity and to egual access to pubiie services,

Ye hold that democracy is inactive unless workers fre given a2 full volce

in industry through unions; or farmers are given = voice in the market
rl~ce through cooperatives; or where freedom of thought end discussion is -
limited; thet democracy is outlawed by legally entrenched diserimination
and segxegatmn, thst there fust be diversiiy of approach but each step
rust be in conformity with the goal, which is disnonored by each undemo~
cratie act.

1th a democratic goal, we are in a position to fight anything that gets in

vid o

+>= -wmw uwhother it be totalitarian communism, or fascism or monopoly

v 3

dominate d cathalisrn.

Toe rurpose of the Hizhlander Folk School is to assist in creating leader-
* for democracy. Cur seprvices are gvailable Yo labor, farm cormunity,
:Ncliu nrus and c¢ivic organizetions working towsrd & democractic goal.

‘- -oture of a specific educational prograa will be determined by the needs
sne ttudents,

.& % the services of the School by individual organiz-tions will be in

. A:~ce with their own policies so long as tihiese policies do not conflict
qth thP purposes @f tle School. & staff member will assist in planning

and ¢oordinating all prograis.’

C.o U7 ilm.der Tolk School is a chartered institution, cooperatively owned
by e tezching staff. It hes ho affiliations. The policies and program
SR A cﬂ‘~ool are wholly determined by an Executive Council composed of the
=+aff :nd recognized Southern leaders, :

Uiptlender Folk School is supported by contributions from individuals, organ-
izations served by the School, foundations and tuition.

Tre tires call for en affimetive program, based on 2 positive goal, An
win; ¢f democracy deeply rooted in the lives, strugrles and traeditions of
the American people must be crested. By broadening the scope of democracy
45 inciude everyone, and deepening the concept to include every relation-
<} the ariy of democracy would be so vast 8nd so determined thet nothing

cro o oeonld stand in its pet.h. . N

4rowpved by the Exeoutive Council, April 3rd, 1950

L/~ 75 /- /42_.



i Inzsmuch as it was felt that it would be more desirable for this
letter to be answered by Mr. Clegg over his signature rather than to
have an answer over the Director's signature, fi{memorandum was routed to
¥r. Clegg on the afternoon of December 22, 1950, in order that he might
prepare the letter. Mr. Clegg returned the memorandum for preparation of
a reply by the Security Division. Tt wes received on the afternoon of
December 26, 1950, (after the Christmas holidays) by the Security Division
for this purpose. Immediately another reply to Horton was prepared dated
the following day, December 27.

On January 3, 1951, the letter was returned to the Security Division,
requesting that another reply be prepared for Myles Horton, this time deleting

a sentence that was in the previous letter. This was done immediately and
the revised letter was approved and mailed on Jamuary 3, 1951.
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