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Bhe advi sod_.
g0 to Monteagle, Tennesses,
ander Folk thool. 8he continued,

. , T as she wanted to -
I Lo § &8 Lbe position there did not pay snough for her to stay at the
ool and found that there was no future in the work, LR _l& :

sch

: believed the school was wonderful and 1iked it
there very much was of the opinion that the school was VOry rare, jpccording
to SRAEENEEP the teachers at the school were very well sducated but the students
were the children of union members from the factories in the south who were.
taught courses on how to train factory workers in unionism, the courses tanght
being Labor Study, Labor Economics, and Union Organizing. The schoal is -
supported largely by contributions from individuals rather than by contributions
from labor organizations, one of the conmtributors belng FRANKLIN D, BOOSEVELT

who each year contributed 100,00,

' - 4R foels that she was not well adapted to the type |
of work which she had to do at the achocl although she felt that she had re-
ceived considerable experience from the position. dccording to SENNERED s
group of Grundy County crusaders have attempted to brand the school as .
Conmnistic, the President of this group being the President of the bank st =
Tracy City, Tonnessee. No colored students are allowsd in the school as the ..

comminity will oot permit them to attend, IR AT Rl e

S Ewdearay Fdet o L
N RV
%

) According oSNNS the school wae originaily founded
by a i{rsm!&)ﬂ, & former school teacher whose home was in Tennessee. SUNERENEED
stated Mrs. JOHNSON founded the school for the purpose of promoting conditions
favoratle to farm people; that for most of the year the school directs its
actlvities towards essisting the community folk; and that in addition to this the
school has two sessions of about one month each, one in the spring and one in
the f2ll, At these sessions there are approximately 30 students who are taught
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(Detroit file 100-2573)

VLR Unionism along the 1ines previously mentioned, there being both male and female
/g students. The male students stay in one cabin and the femle students stay
in snother cabin. The school ordinarily refuses northern students as it was -
organized for the purpose of assisting the people in the south. - = . f‘g -
N , The social 1ife of the school, according toﬁ S
consists largely of Saturday night square dances which are attenled ors

of the student body and persons in the community. @GNNSR sdvises that she -
is not union-minded herself but that the school is progressive in the labor
movement but certainly not Communistic, She advised that the records of the 3
school are open for inspection to anyons at any time, fhis interview was con-
ducted under & pretext so that JENNNENENP would not be advised of the purposs ...
of its investigation. ¢ o S T S

¥ P S
l Coax B - o .

. REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN w7 ¢'i7

“ - L3 ey
& i "'*—'_ .
e
T d e
U
O
Mgk - M - s
SRk + .
S et y
R ety
T X
PO -
L ‘ : s
S 5 e :
i § - .
= -
A - .
e ;
w.,_j_—- % .
1]
- 1 -
K i TR O R 1 -
o = il r AR . “
b Cad
- : 3“.' :’
.
1] . -
- 3 -
s g e e AT, e R e T T e e S — —



o*

¢

¢
!

Q1

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Form No. 1

THis caszomciNnaTen AT KNKXVILLE, TENNESSEE

6/30/42

REFORT MADE AT

MEW HAVEN, COMVECTICUT

"5A6fkz -

TImx

HIGHLANDER FCLY SCHOCL -

_'@70

nmmszcm (c)

B « 4

o -
RERT )

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

of origine

' Denbury, Ct., listed to " s.- ,.:Z._'_jf o
Now Fairfield, - Y k[
- RUC -

Report of Special Agent — dated ma:vﬂh, Tennessee, De-
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-Tiiz Case Originated At: KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE File No. 1-;3
i Rencry kade At Date lade Period Report Made By
XNOVILLE, TENNESSEE 7-9-42 T=2-42 C,u' '
' )T:. R Character of Pn
. 'HT:HTSNDER FOLK SGHOOL o TNTERNAL SECURITY - ¢

Syricpsis of Facts: Highlanqér Folk School at Monteagle, Teria o L...,[

contigyes to operate under the directios of '

LYLESMORPON, has sponsored concert in Washington

by PAUL AIOBESON. Highlander Folk School members

were active in the Southern Conference for Human

Vlelfare, Tenn. State Convention of the CIO. Il
The program of the school at the present time P—
is stated to be strongly in favor of the war
effort. Next regular course to be held August 3
to September 13,

P -
‘ A é‘lc,
j REFERENCE: >~ Report of Special Agent (NP dated h—l—hz at
| e Knoxville, Tennessee; ”
o ;“L’\'."J 7 '6%—'
A Report of Special Agen', SRS a2
- 5-U-l2 at Bimingham, Alabama.
By
L %]
Approved and Special Agent
Forwarded 3 QLM\ in Charge
O 75 + [0 4 RECOR )
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DETATLS: ~ This report reflects information received fram

. ¢ withldantdane mancsdiund Pram dha Hiohlandaw Eall i
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Schoel; and information obtained from MYLES HORTON,
Diraztor of the School. The following toplcs will be covered: Activities
of the Washington Committee of the Highlander Folk Schocl; Highlander Folk
Scrosl and the Southern Conference for Human Welfare; Eighlander Folk School
partrcipation in the Tennessee State CIO Convention; Report of the New \
Or:.ans Extension Program made by MARY \LAVRANCE, Extersion Director for the
Higrnlander Folk School; New staff membexs of the Highlander Folk School;
Kemhers of the School's Executive Council; Past and coniemplated 5chool

43 + L1 BT
activities. There is alsc included a brlef statement concerning RICHARD

GOTHE, former member of the Highlander Folk School staff who has been re~
ported as a possible German sympathizer.,

ACTIVITIES OF THE WASHINGTON COMLITTEE OF THE ﬁIGHLANDER FOLX SCHOOL: .
- \

The follow1ng information was obtained frum a pub-
lication put out by the Highlander Folk School ‘quoting newspaper articles
appearing in the Washington Times Herald, the Washington News, and the

Washington Star under date of l‘!“, 11 10)9.

TIARN AR, WAL WUl WL UG ue BGY dedog J.j.u(.i AN

“The first big event in the celebration of Highlander's
fenth Anniversary was a concert by PiUL ROBESON given at Riverside Stadium
on Xay 10, 1942 sponsored by Highlander's Washington Committee for benefit
of the Highlander Folk School, Monteagle, Tennessec. The concert had an
underlying note of patriotism and contained such songs as "The Bill of
Rights,® a song of the Soviet Red Army and another from workers in a German
concentration camp., ROBESON sang in Russian, German, and Hebrem, as well

as 'F'n'd.l'ieh ‘l!nnh'lhn‘fnh enAancane far tha DADDCAN Aanmamed doateadd.

av Ldigidiisiie Sialip Vil SpUoUL e AU Wi, UD.HUUH WRILEL b AL UMICUS
Urs. FRANKLIN D.“ROOSEVELT, Mrs. A NE, Justice and Mrs. STiNIEY F.
“QEED, Mrs. {UGO chx krs., ] ,. Senator ABE K, Mr. and )Q
.- __— -irs, EDWARD\KEATILG) Mr. JMES B m “and Yrs. 6T \PINCHOT, ¥r,
%! CLARENCE\PICKETT, kr. FRED S\ W. Dr. FRANK B.\ GRAKATL, I and Mrs. 7
< GER:RD D, RETLLY, Mr.. Y‘ﬂAVERIGK, Mrs . WALTER BRUCE OWE, Hon. THOMAS H, _ 4%
./ \ GELIOT, Mr. and Mrs. J. RK FILUGN, Frs. YRY HCLEOD, BETHUNE, Mrs. GANSON )
% ' " PURCELL, ¥rs. CLiRK\FORELY, lirs. CHARIES EDVARDWHETTS, hr. and Mrs, CLIFFORD \
P FAA +/DURR,, ., ang Lrg, DD R WILLLS, Hon. J. \URREN\ZDDEN, Nr. TELFORD

TAYLOR,-Lieut.. AT SINGH 3 M. DAVIRUE. \LILIENTHAL, Miss HILDA\GHITH,
Mrs. ES\S

rs. DECCA RORILY, B TRATOET, \ v ’

MYLES 'HORTON, of the Highlander Folk School, advised
that K.LCOLM ROSS, former member of the Highlander Folk School, who is now
a Publicity Director for the National Labor Relations Board, and CHARLIE
DY, who is engaged in the Research Department of the Butchers' Union,
MICHuEL\ETRuIGHT who 15 in the Vashington Burcau of the New Republic, and _
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Rev. YULLIGAN, an Episcopalian minister residing at alexandria, Virginia,

werc the most active members of the Washington Committee of the Highlander

Folk School and should be given the most credit for the success of the concert.

1YISS HORTON further advised that, since this is Highlander's tenth anniversary,

an effort is being nade by the school to obtain national sponsors, and in

thiS*connection letters have been written to many prominent political figures
in Wgshington and throughout the country; that so far Fiu NK GR.LH.M, Mrs,

Fr.2TALTI D. RODSEVELT, and JAMES CuREY have glven oral consent to have their

nancs used as sponsors for thc school; that written consent has bken obtained

from ROGER B.LDVIN, President ANDERSON of .antioch College, GEORGE W.YHEW

of Vanderbilt University, Dr. LILLIAHYJOHHSOH and CARRIE\McVILLIALB. MYLES

HORTON expected to have an imposing list of celebrities sponsor \the school

in the near future. : :

HORTON further advised that many of the sponsors of
.. school were not personally familiar with the school or members of the
faculty, but gave their support to the school betause they believed in the
program as outlined by publicatlons issued by the schocl.

HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL AND THE SOUTHERN CONFERENCE FOR HUMAN TELFARE:

The Highlander Fling published by the Highlander Folk
School at Lonteagle, Tenncssee for June, 1242 contains an article which
states that at the third Conference for Human Welfare held in Nashville,
sauicssce ou April 19-21, 1942, JAMES \DOBROWSKI served as executive secretary
aind has been given a leave of absence knd will continue with the conference
tnroughout the year. The article further states that all of the school staff
tock part in the conference as panel leaders, office workers or delegates;
trat a large number of former students who were present at the conference as
duvicgates met with the staff for dinner. Following the conference, sane
. Turty friends vis Highlander Folk School, amgng whom were H
© TZFFERTELLER, CLARKYFOREMAN of Washington, ETHEL YLYDE and EDI%IELD of
dew York, and several carloads of Black Mountain 4nd University Oklahora
swucenus. The present address of JAUES DOMBROWSKI as cobtained fron (P
Postnaster at Monteagle, Tennessee, is Roam 202, Presbyterian Building,
Lashvxlle, Tenncssee. It is believed that this is the present headquarters

P PR 1 WY o 41 Fal ano —_—— e o .

Tor the Southern Conference for Hunan Welfare.

17 IGrLAIDER FOLK SCHOOL PARTICIPATION IN THE TENNESSEE STATE UIO CONVENTION:

The following publication indicates that the
‘. Tondeor Folk School was active at the Tennessee State CIO Convention held

)

fﬁ§_% in lemphis, Tennessee June 12, 13, 1942:




MSTATE CIO CONVENTION URGES ALL TENNESSEE UNIONS SEND STUDENTS TO HIGHLANDER
HIGHLANDER STUDENTS ARE CONVENTION LEADERS
Schoolts Help.Requested in Publicity Work and Education in the Field

The labor movenent can derive grcat advantage from a
school of its own. This was amply shown at the Tennessce State CIO Convention
by the participation of Highlander ‘students and by demands upon the school
for help. Locals were urged to nake full use of the school.

Theo Van Landingham, UAW #903 (summer 'L1) presided
over the openlng session of the convention in his capacity as President of
1v: ioplds Industrial Union Council and had the rare privilege of intro-
ducing the Layor of Memphis, a city which has lorfg resisted the coming of
the CIO. Matf\lynch, AFHY Director of the Tri-State Area, (summer '35 and
President of tHe HFS Alumni Association) responded to the mayor's address.
Matt and Van werce also on the arrangements committee. EniliWillinmetz, CIO
Kepresentative and Chairman of the Knoxville IUC (Fall 'LO)land Ed\Blair,

ACWHA organizer (Fall t40) were Chairmen of camittees. Ed and Matt\were
ciected Vice Prosidents of the State Council for the caming year. .

Menbers of the school's Executive Council were very
ruch in evidence - Fyed\Pieper, Regicpal Director fron Louisiana, representing
~llany Hoywood, AltoN Lawkence, HolliZQEeid, Miss Lucy\gason, Ed\Callaghan,
tatt Oynch, and PaulNChristopher whe was elected the ngw President of the
State Ccuncil. The ;}ogram of the school was discussed with James Carey,
Sceretary, CIO. - ,

' The following excerpt from the report of the Education
Comrittee illustrates the growing realization of the use which the labor
novenent in Tennessee can make of the resident workers school right in the
heart of the state:

t"In addition to giving organized labor its rightful
place in public education, unions should promote their own educational programs.
Such educational programs are becoming increasingly important to hold owr
gains nnd to organize during a war situation. The labor movement in Tennessee
shovld make full use of the resident workers school in Tennessee, the High-
TomAew T-2' Sehool, and Southern School for Workers, sending members to attend
the two and six weeks terms for intensive training, using the schools for
institutes and conferences, and calling on the staff for extension programs
in various cities,m

The report of the publicity comittee also called on
locals to usc Highlander's help in getting out circulars and pamphlets, and
labor plays.

e -



Highlander is ready to assune its increasing res-
pcnsibilities and urges every local in Tennessee to follow out the policy
laid by the convention, and send students to ouwr surmer term, August 3 -
Septezbcr 12, which has been especially planned to meet the new problems
caused by the war."

REPORT OF THE NEW ORLEANS EXTENSION PROGRAM:

The following report was received from a confidential
source:; :

"THE NEW CRLEANS EXTENSION PROGRAM
Mary Lawrance, Extension Director
for Highlander Folk School

{For the inforration of Highlanderis contributors and friends, we have asked
Mary Lawrance to prepare the following brief report of the educational pro-
gram conducted by her for the past year in New Orleans, working in conjunction
with the New Orleans Industrial Union Council.)

The objective of the educational program in New

Orleans was to take over the newly organired locals and help the organizers
in servicing and educating the menmbership, The nmost successful results were
had with the Reserve Sugar Local, because this approach was used. Several
months intervened between the time of organization, and negotiation of s con-
tract, which provided time to train cfficers and stewards to run their own
urnion, and the rank and file to speak in meetings and follow the rules of
mectings, and enabled the local to discuss and write its owmn contract. This

. iocal knew what it was fighting for; it is ready to swing behind its new con-
tract and make it work. '
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The educational program was divided into four logical
periods——although not intentionally. The first three months were spent main-
ly in the training of officers and committeemen to do their Jobs properly
znd to build their organization. The second period was devoted mainly to
the stewards-—-training them to take up grievances and to build the union in
their department. During the third session, emphasis was put on picking the
tnions in the greatest need of help, and running a program individually for
each of them, with the assistance of the officers and stewards who had at~
tended the earlier classes. The final session was an effart to train as
nany as possible of the rank and file in the fundanentals of unionism at
gencral neetings, departmental meetings, stewards! meetings, executive bcard
neetings, and so forth. It was felt important to activate more and mere
people as leadership was rapidly being drained off. Special ermphasis was
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given the work of the steward, whose job has increased because of added
responsibilities brought on by the war.

The work at New Orleans proved to me that an edustti -~
cational prcgran with southern locals must be simple and practical. In other
words, Union Problems and not Labor History; pamphlets and charts, not books
and speeches. Because I could find no book on union prcblems simple and
practical enough for my purpose, I wrote one, with advice from the CIOQ
Regional Director entitled, "How to Build Your Union" which we at first

mineographed and later printed.

‘ What wzs accomplished by the educational program?
Presidents learned to conduct meetings Specdily and 1nt.eresting1y accord:mg
to the rules of panzancnt.ary law; nore members were taking the floor in
meetings and expressing themselves intelligently; more nembers had an idea
of what their contracts covercd; stewards and committeemen learned how to
streanline this business of taking up grievances and getting results; stewards
came to realize the importance of their job of building the union in their
department; an educational colurn {to be continued by Highlander Folk Schocl)
appeared in the new labor paper, NEW ORLE.NS NEWS DIGEST; some few of the
better nembers began to vision the importance and possibilities of the
labor novenent beyond their own local wnion,

Much of the success of the progran was the result of
the working relationship with Highlander Folk Schopl. I returned to the
schocl Jor each term bringing four or five of the likeliest candidates for
leadership up for intensive training. Two of these students who attended
Highlanderis suier tern are now back in Hew Orleans working as organizers.
During the summer term, the CIO Regional Director from New Orleans and
several of the organizers helped lead a week-end conference cn Nepotiating
and other union problens at the school."

NEV STAFF HEMBERS OF THE HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL:

On ¥arch 11, 1942 a letter was received fram the
Highlander Folk School showing the followin persons as members of the staff

- h ha'g lanreYatl af e o ARrT TV ITATMMALY
as of that date: WILLL.NBUTTRICK, J/.MES E.N\ DOLEROVSKI, MYLES HORTON,

ZILPHL, MiB:HORTON, WiRY LiVRANCE, DURVARD K)\McDANIEL, LOUISE\icDANIEL,
*RT. STENZEL, LEOl‘\{ILSON. The Highlander Pling of June, 1942 indicates
that the follmnng changes have been made: WILLLJ BUTTRICK and JAMES
LOLBROWSKI should be deleted fron the staff, BUTTRICK having died at
Vewivs1lt Hospital in Nashville, Tenncssee on april 15, and JAMES DOMBROWSKI
having been given a leave of absenag for the coming ycar. The following
additicns should be made; CAROLINE \FINKELSTEIN, graduate of Smith \College,
1941, Joined the staff as office sechetary in hpril 1942. DOROTHY ‘{..SIS,
Jmtioch College student; is working at the Hi ah_la_r!d_er Folk School as affice

sccretary as a part of her college training.
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MEMBERS OF THE SCHOOL'S EXECUTIVE COUNCIL:

" The present nembers of the school's executive
council are; BE. géﬁidbxﬁlm, Southern Director of Amerisan Federaticn of
Hosiery Workers; RD BORiH, Southern Director of District 50, WMila;

P.UL CHRISTOPHER, President of the Tennessee State Industrial Union Council;
F. C. PIEPER, Lou:.siana CIO Regional Pirector; JOE\DOBES. Chattanooga
Central Labor Union; MaTT LYNCH, Tri-State Director AR 3 4LTON LAWRENCE,
Regiomal Director, Mine, ¥ill and Smelters Workers; LUCY K.SON, Public
RN:lations representative of the CIQ; HOLLIS REID, Legislative representative
of the Railroad Brotherhood; ONES, Fisk University; GEORGE M
Vanderbilt University. It will be noted that.F.~C. PIF?ER, HOLLIS “m.“w,
LE\VIS JONES, and GEORGE MAYHEW are new members, while the former members,
ALBERT EMETT Professor of 0ld Testament Literature,,Scarritt College,
GEORGENTITLER, Secretary cf District 19, UMia, and ROY vINOLDS, President
of the ttanooga Printing Pressmen's and ussista.nts* nion, have been
aroppec from the counc:Ll. : A Sl T ’

PAST AND comm.mmmb SCHOOL ACTIVITIES:

-
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few activities during the spring and early summer of 1942. i “Junior Camp was
held at the school from June 1 to June 7, 1942 which was attended. by workers!
children, age eight to fifteen, cost to the camper three dollars., The camp

, Was under the supervision of MiRGARET BRYAN and ZILPHIA HORTON, who were
assisted by MARIA STENZEL, LEON WILSON, CAROL FINKELSTEIN, and B ELKUSS.

The progran included indoor and outdoor recreation, hiking, folk dangcing,
singing, dramatics, art and crafts. The camp was designed to encourage the
physical personal and group development of workers' children and to help

vimlrs aa e P PN £ wrm Prnd Y e e d e VL P M -
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najority of the campers were frem Grundy County, Tennesses. Representation
was about equally divided between AF of L, CI0, and farn families,

The Viriterts Workshop was held at the school fram
June 15 to June 27, 1942. At the present time, no information is available
~rweerming the activity carried on at this period, Previous Writer Workshops
have been under the direction of LEON WILSON, at which time various writers,
editors, ccllege professors have instructed a small nunber of students from
Southarn states in the technique of writing fiction and discussing the South
a2s source material for contemporary articles, Future activities as outlined
in the schedule published in the Highlander Fling indicate that a second
Junior Union Canp will be held at the school from July § to July 12; that
a surmar tern for workers will be held from August 3 to September 13; that
a speeial two-weceks term will be given from Scptember 1 to September 13, and
that the tenth anniversary celebration and student reunion will be held at
the school on Scptember 12 and Septerber 13. The Highlander Fling states
that the courses are planned to help the students carry out the daily job




of running their organizations and to neet the new problems caused by the war.
Spccial courses in labor problens in war time, new labor legislation and
techniques of setting up educational prograns have been added to the usual

courscs in hnh1in spealdne. narlisnentarv 1nw, union n“h1101+v 1abar histn <
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econonmics, current events, dramatics and singing. The Highla.nder Fling fur—
ther states that the course should stress labor's part in winning the war
as the thene for special emphasis. This should be taurhkt under the various
hezaeings and sub-headings: :

1], Increasing Production
WPB - Vartine Flanning
CI0 Industry Plan
Conversion Plans
Laber-lianagenent Committee
AFL~CI0 Victory Comitiee

Laber Supply

2., Labor's Sacrifices
The Right to Strike
Doubletine
Uiali "Equality of Sacrificen
Function of WLB '

*
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3. Labor's Econonic Problems

o OP.i-Inflation

e Consuner Proprans
i = Taxation
t, Qv . }I;zt:ri';ty Unenployment
O :
i@ " L. MNew Union Problems
£ Organizing in Viar Tine
B @ Training New Leadership

Fighting anti-Union Propaganda
Praining Skilled Vorkers

5., inning the War
Being Informed
Building the Peace
No Discrimination

-~

Civilian Defence

6. Planning for iction at Home
Educational Programs
Plant Camittees
Publicity Progranm"
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XYLES HORTON, in a general conversation with the =
reporting igent, stated that the Highlander Folk School has obtained many -
of its ideas and progressive prograns from MiRK| STaARR, Educatjonal Director
of Lthe International Labor Garment Vorkers Union, frono GEORGE§~;g§;S NatianAH
Presicent of the anmerican Federation of Teachers, and from JO .
although it is noted in previous reports that a great “ral of the funds
furnished to the Highlander Folk School come from inaiyimated Bank of New
York, wviich is controlled by the ILE{U, MYLES HORTON d- noied that ‘there was
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statcd that, although the ILGWU backed the school as did many other affiliates
¢f the CIO and aF of L, the school was not controlled “w any one group.
HORTON further stated that at the prosent time the poiicy of the school and
for labor organization activity in gencral was to get paximum production to
aid the war effort. Hz further stated that in connection with this program,
the school was advocating that all labor unions as a datter of right and duty
-ould organize production coriittees and to meet with management and demand
that all possible action should be taken in order to secure paxirum pro-
duction. HORTON stated that to a certzin extent this was a reversal of the
previous propran in which workers had been urged to organize for the pro-
tection of their own rights to secure higher wages, shorter working hours, .
better working conditions, and avoid unnecessary speed-up or stretch-out
prograns on the part of the managenment in comnection with which the right

ic strikc was vigorously advocated. HORTON advised that, although the
Hizhlander Folk School had been constantly referred to as controlled by
cuinanists and to have followed the Cormunist Party line, every effort had
been made to conduct the school strictly along lines advocated by organized

.- j iabor, and that any correspondence between the policies advocated by the
H 3?; Jommanist Party and those advocated by the Highlander Folk School were purely
: fé c~incidental.

i
il
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HORTON stated that, if the present pclicy of the
school were carried out to a large extent that he expected to reccive com-
vlaints in the future to the effeet that the Highlander Folk School was ad-
vocating the contrel of industrial plants by production cormittees composed
of labor which would in fact appear that the Folk Scheool was advocating the
ostablishnent of manufacturing Soviets. HORTON further stated that he had
tried unsuccessfully to have the Hichlander Folk School accepted as a
;;Q~J1n° ground for labor under the direction of the OCD; that recently he
hial been to Vashington and spent one whole day_speaking‘w1th ¥r. DINIELS and
~*her nembers of the OCD in an effort to pronulgate his plan, but that he had
rwceived the answer that if labor were given representation in the OCD that
~*n-~ roups such as Chanber of Commerce, american Legion, Kiwanis Club,
namfacturers' associations, etc. would demand the same right and equal
representation. HORTON further stated that in his trip to Washington he had
talked with a nember of the Department of Justice who was in the Civil
Liborties Division, and had asked this person when the investigation of the
dighlander Polk School would be completed. lir. HORTON stated that the
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Departnent of Justice official had stated that the FBI, having received com-
plaints that the Highlander Folk School was engaged in subversive activities,
had of nececssity conducted an investigation; that this investigation would
probably continue as long as long &s complaints concerning the schocol were
received, The official further stated that no statement would be made con-
cerning the Highlander Folk School that it had been in--stigated ancd found
not to be engaged in subversive activities. HORTON thc+w stated that,since
the Highlander Felk Schocl is being investigated, he would make every effort
to ccoperate with the FBI or any other investipative body who was seeking
information. However, it was thought that a cross-exanination of HORTON
vould not be appropriate at this time,

The reporting Agent notod that a preat nany nagazines
and recent publications, as well as posters which dcocrated the walls of
the school, contained slogans that were extrenely anti-Fascist and anti-
wwil, uiat everywhere denmocracy and war effort was stressed. HORTON further
stated that in his conversation with the Departmental official, he advised
that if the school continued to be investigated by the FBI, certain local
groups, primarily the Grundy County Crusaders, would use this point to stir
up activity and criticism of the school pointing to the fact that it nust be
subversive if it were investigated by the FBI. ir. HORTON was advised by
the nenmber of the Department of Justice that, if any action were taken by
such a group which infringed upon the eivil rights and liberties of the
Highlander Folk Schocl or any members of its staff, he should immediately
telephone Viashinpgton and a speedy investipgation of such infringement of their
rirhts and liberties would be speedily and thoroughly investigated.

It will be noted that, although the Grundy County
Crusacers wre very active in Monteagle at the time the schocl was being
investigated by C. H4 KILBY of the Consolidated Coal Company, since inves-
. tipation has been taken over by the FBI, no complaints have been received
that any mob acticn ig contemplated againat the school.

LMYLES HORTOX was questioned conccrning RICHARD %gTHE,
whe vas formerly a member of the staff of the Highlander Folk Schoors.

stated that he was not pos:l.t,ive as to dates and circumstances, but. that to
the best of his knowledze, GOTHE was a German, was educated in Germany, came
over to this country for a short tine, returned to Germany, was active in
the pre-Hitler Gernan Vork Camp progran, that he returned to .nmerica in 1938,
and wes affiliated with the imerican Youth Commissicn, the International
S ta wrt ourvice at b ijest Fortieth Street, New York City, with the NYA and

.. .o Swork Camp of america. HORTON stat.ed that GOTHE had written a thesis
entltled "Introcduction to Vork Camps" vwhile he was working for the American
Youth Cermission; that as a result of this he had come to the Highlander
Folx School highly recainended by the snmerican Youth Ccmission and the
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International Student Service. HORTON stated 4hat GOTHE had been affiliated
with the Highlander Folk School in 1940; that during this time, he was very
rmuch opposed to Fascism and Nazisn and at all tines had leaned over backe
warcs to express his disapproval of IITLER and HITLER progran; that he had
inpressed him as being very denocratic. HORTON stated, however, that GOTHE
did not bear the sentiments out in his daily life and *r1i at times been wvery
dictatorial in the setting up of his various work camps. HORTON stated that
he hac exanined GOTHE's papers from the State Departmeni, the Bureau of
Linigration and the various credentials he had carried, indicating his
activities fron 1938 to 1940; that all of these had been in perfect order.
HORTON stzted that GOTHE, after lecaving the Highlander Folk Schoel, had
taught sociology one year at RBlack Hountain College in Morth Carclina in
19L1; that the last he had heard of GOTHE wes that he was somewhere on the
“est Coast. HORTON further advised that GOTHE had been a machinist in Germany;
that he believed his wife was still living in Germany. '

Publication, Highlander Fling, for June, 19L2.

1 Heno *To All the Friends and Supporters of Highiander“
concerning P.UL ROBESON concert given at Riverside Stadium,
liashingten, D. C., 5-10-42.

1 Report of the activity of the Highlander Folk School at
the Tennessce State CI0 Convention.
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1 Mincographed sheet entitled "Junior Unicn Cawp, Highlander
Folk School,®
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One copy "The Kew Orleans Extension Progran®

1 Yinmeopraphed letier dated Hay 30, 19L2 from KYLES HORTON.
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS:

THE XNOXVILLE FIELD DIVISION:

At Knoxville and Monteagle. Tennessee, will
paintain contact with confidential informants and sour.«s of information in
order to report present and future activities of the Highlander Folk School.

Wil furnish copies of the Highlander Fling and
othor publications obtained through Box 1545, Knoxville, Tennessee, to the
Bureau.

- 12 =

oot s ——— Y nes N a

e e o e, R "+




-,

Poatoht 1o herr Psu) Robeson In s

o

"T% All the Friends s}, Jupporters of Eighlander -

h

The first big event in the oolobﬂ.ti;n of
Eighlander's Tenth Anniversary is something to

brag about and is reason enough why you should
receive the clippings belows

Sponsored by

Highlander's Washington Committee the affair 1s
8 chullenge to all the friends of Highlander
everywhere to go out and do likewise or at least
ag near likewise as gossible.

-

Washing ton Times-Herald

May 11, 1842

A

Wzshington News
May 11, 1942

5,000 Hear
Paul Robeson
In Folk Songs

Program incluaes

Foreign Compesitions

By GLENN DILLARD GUNN
Pive thousand musi¢ fovers gath-
ered in the Riverside Btadium Iast

program of folk songs.

Tor many years it has been the
practice of this great artist to
it his recitals to the songs of
his own race. Having the greatest,
volce of the present in point of
sonarity and & gift for the lyric
address' that iz notably eloguent,
Robeson has done his share to

! ioved by all ths peoples of the

make this simple and moving art

world,

Washington sponsors for the
Fohescn concert included: Mrs,
Franklin D. Roosevelt, Mra. Agnes
H. Stone, Justice and Mrs. Stanley
F. Reed, Mrs, Hugo L. Black, Mrs.
Francis Biddle, Scnator Abe Mur-
tAs~ck, Mr and Mra. Edward Keat-
{ing, Mr. James B. Carey, Mr. and
2ald. kiU 4 sheeiii, Hr. Clnrence
Picket{, Mr, Fred 8. Walker, Dr.
¥rank P. Graham, Mr. and Mrs.
Gerard D. Reilly, Mr. Maury Mav-
erick, Mrs. Walter Bruce Howe,
Honorable Thomas H. Eliot, Mr.
and Mrs. J. B, Fillman, Mrs. Mary
McLeod Bethune, Mrs. Ganson Pur-
cell, Mrs. Clark Foreman, Mrs.
Charles Edward Rhetts, Mr. and
Mrs. Clifford J. Durr, Mr. and Mrs.
David R. Williams, Honorable J
Warren Madden, Mr. Telford T_a'y-
ior, Lieut. Basry BDBingham, Mr.
David E. Lilienthal, Mise Hilda
Smith, Mrs. Decca Rommily, Mr

L and Mrs. Michael Straight.

~u

Robeson Great
in Riverside
Benefit Show

That was more than a recital
at Riverside Stadium last night.
It was a revival meeting, a eoun-
try hoe-down and a Basin-st blues
sespion all rolled up in one
bl.tr.ndle. .

English first, then in its native tongue.
, gourse, he gnoored
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m-hingtdn Star
May 11, 1942

TPaul Robeson
Concert Has

HomeyTouc

" Concert Repertoire
Is Laid Aside for
Old Folk Tunes

'

tone, packed Riverside Stadium Jast
| night in the benefit concert he gave
for the Highlander Folk School of
Monteagle, Tenn. Mr. Robeson and

audiende always have s friendly

ca player,

" AS announoced,
Robeson’s

cert repertotre In addition to groups |
of spirituals. As ii turned out, how-
ever, it was purely a folk program,
both by Mr. Robeson and the other
performers. Yet his numbers had |

with the Burleigh arrangement of
*Go Down Mosea” and Robinson’s
"Water Boy.” Later he sang Men-
delssohn’s “Lord God of Abraham,”
Parry's “Jerusalem,” with the words
of the last verse changed by Mr.
Robeson to apply to this country,
and Engel’s “Chassidic Chant.” The
final numbers were Ross’ “Tennessee
Valley,” “Exekiel Saw de Wheel” and
“Joshua Pit de Battle of Jericho"
arranged by his accompanist, Law-
rence Brown, and Burleighs ar-
rangament of “Belm in Ollead”
[ A note of patriotisam underlay Mr.
Robeson’s  talk about these
and was carried out further in
encores which consisted of & stir-
ring setting of “The Bill of Rights”
s song of the Boviet Red Army
soldiers, and another from workers
in & German concentration camp.
With his great dramatic abllity, Mr.
Robeson aroused hiz sudiencs 4o )3
cheers and wild applause.

Volce Fills Arena, :
His magnificent voice with s
organlike quality end resonant
depth filled the large arens as-
sisted lttle hy the amplification
system which was not clear or pow-
erful. 4the genulne feeling which
he puts into his singing s doubly
effective because of its naturslness
and the strong personality of the
artiat. Hiz versatility as a lngulst
was demonstrated when he sang

in Russian, German and Hebrew.
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program was Ye oon-
tained ariay and songs from his con- ;
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STATE CIO CONVENTION URGES ALL TENNESSEE UNIONS SEND STUDENTS‘TO HICHLANDER

HIGELANDER STUDENTS ARE CONVENTION LEADERS | | 7134 o

School’s Help Regquested in Publicity Work and Educetion in the Fiesld '

o R
The labor movement can derive great sdvantage from a school of its omm: This was

amply shown at the Tennessee State CIO Convention by the participation of Highlender

students and by demmnds upon the school for help, Locals were urged to make full use
of the schoold. ‘ ‘

Theo Van Landingham, .UAYW #903 (summer *41) presided over .tho opening session of
the convention in his caracity as Prosident of the lemphis Indusirial Union Council and
had the rare privilege of introducing the linyor of lempkis. a citiy which has long re-
sisted the coming of the CIO. Matt Lynch, AF.I¥ Director of the Tri-State Area,n?sum-
mer '35 end President of the HFS Alumni Asszociastion) responded to the mayor's elddress,
Matt and Van were also on the arrengements commitiee. Emil Willimetz, CIC Represent-
ative and Chairmen of the Knoxville IUC {Fall '40) and Ed Blair, ACWA organizer {Fall

vy wmw- -ualrmen of committees. Ed and latt wore elected Vice Presidents of the
State Counseil for the coming year. ) \

Merbers of the schocl's Exesutive Council were very much in evidence < Fred Plieper,
Regional Director from Louisiare, representing Allen Heywood, Alton Lawrence, Hollis
Reid, Kiss Luey Mason, Ed Callaghvn, Matt Lynch, and Paul Christopher who was elected
ths new FPresident of the State Council. The program of the school wes discussed with

Jar.es Carey, Seeretary, CIO.

ine foilowing excerpt from the roport of the Education Committee illustrates the
erowine realizetion of the use which the labor movement in Tennessee can make of the
resiacnt workere school right in the heart of the state:

*In addition to giving organized labor its rightful
plece in public education, unions should promote their
own edusational progrems. Such educational progpams
are besoming incroasingly importeant to hold our gains
and %0 organize during a war situstion. The lebor
movement in Temnnessee should make full use of the res-
- . ident workers schocl ¢n Tennessee, the Highisnder Folk
School, and Southern School for Workefs, sending mem-
bers to cttend the two and six weeks terms for inten-
sive training, using the schools for institutes and
confsrences, and calling on the staff for extension
programs in various cities.® .

ort of the publicity committoe also called on locals to use Highlandsr'

A ."f
help in getting out circulars and pamphlets, and labor playse. )

Yighlander is rcady to assumo its increcsing rdsponsibilities and urges every
iocnl in Tennessee to follow out the policy laid by the convention, and send students

4

%o nvr summer term, August 3 - September 12, which has beon especially planned to mest
the new problems. caused by the ware.

ENCLOSURE
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JUNIOR UNION CAMP
:5 ,
Highlander Folk School 135

Monteagle, Tenn. H

Highlander ia holding its third JUNIOR CAMP from June lst.- Tth. o

The program will include:
indoor and outdoor racreation
f" hiking *.‘h -

!
| ?r folk dancing
’l"' r singing » “'
_=1 dramatics ;
@a G e /?\ 5 arts and crnf}:a \

Tne camp will be under the supervision of Margaret Bryan and
Zilphie Horton. They will be assisted by Maria Stenzel, lLeon
Wilson, Carolyn Finkelatein and Bill Elkuss of the Highlander
staff. All have had experience in working with children. The
different activities of the program have been carefully worked
ocut to provide the maximum of healthy outdoor activity with
nourishing food end emple rest. There will be a trained nurse
aveilable at all times.

WHO IS ELIGIBLE TOQ ATTEND? Children of workers: = children 8 to 15.
COST OF THE CAMP. The entire cost to the camper will be $3.

WAAT TO BRING. Campers should bring comfortable clothing,
heovy shoes, swimming suits. Those who have
whittling knives are urged to bring them for
uge in the craft classes. -

Betty Jean Sargent and Claudera Williams, two of last summer's
campers, Sayt

*This comp is o nico.place, but the days are just zip, zip, zippin'
by. 1 thought they'd go slow, but they just whizz by. I like

to folk dance best, and then swimming and boseball,® +*I like the’
campfires and hikes. And I like the singinig. I like what they
say~~-the words."
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ROBESQON SINGS

- A ed B NS AN RS n B

FOR HIGHLANDER;

Paul Robeson’s benefit concert in
Washington, May 11, was the first
major event celebrating Highland-
er's Tenth Anniversary Year. The
concert was sponsored by the
school’s Washington Committee, of
which Malcolm Ross is chairman,
and a notable list of friends in-
eluding Mrs. Roosevelt.

Some four or five thousand pes-
ple filled the Riverside Btudium to
hear the world famous Negro bari-
tone sing for the schocl. *“Robe-

son,” sald the Washington News,'

“sang gently and beautifully the
folk songs of his own and other
people, but it was when he slipped
into the role he glories in—the
artist of the oppressed—that he ey-
Whlb Wil Cleodsiaddi.. LD WAS & big
night for a big man and for the
reople he's proud to fight for.”

Assisting on the program were'

Houdie Leadbetter and Brownie:
McGee with gultars, and Saunders
Terry, blind hsarmonica player.
Ropes i was accompanied by Law-
rence Browm

Sponsors of the concert were:
Mrs. Frarklin D. Roosevelt. Mrs
Agne: h.
Etanley F

F
incb, Mo

Reed, Mrs.
Biddie,

Elan NF -wdrnale Bfw awnl ‘ll—.
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My oand Mig

owolie, Jusilce and Mrs. !
Hugo L. .

- [
ward Kealing Mr. James B, Carey.
Gifford Pinchot, Mr,

iSouthern Conference William Butt
Passes Away

For Human Welfare

“The Bouth's Part {n Winning
the War for Democracy” was the
theme of the- third Southern Con-
fernece for H}xma.n Welfare, held
in Nashville April 1§-2f. James
‘Dombrowski served as executive
secretary. He has been given a
leave of absence and will continue
with the Conference throughout the
year. ’

' All the school staff took pari in
the Conference as panel leaders,
office workers, or delegates. A large
number of former students, present
as delegates, met with the staff for
dinner, Highlander songs were
sung and exciting experiences were
Iexchanged.

Following the Conference some

IAmong those who square-danced to
i Unecle  Willie Marlowe's [fiddling
‘and Ralph Tefferteller's calling
‘were Clark Foreman of Washing-
ton, Ethel Clyde and Edith Field of
New York, and severa! carloads of

Black Mountain and University of
Oklahoma students.

Clark Poreman is the new chair-
mran of the Southern Conference.

Clarence Pickett, Mr. Fred S, Wal-'

r\v-

¥Fronk P, Grakam, Mr. and
Gu.erd D, Reilly, Mr. Maury

walter Biuce Howe,
For, Thoisae HOELot, Mr. and Mirs.
J. R. Pilig.an, Mrs, Mary McLeod
Rettury Af-s Goanson Purcell, Mrs,
Clark Foreimnan, Mrs. Charles Ed-
ward Rhetts. Mr. and Mrs. Clif-
ford J. Durr. Mr. and Mrs. David
R. Williams, Heon, J. Warren Mad-
den. Mr Telford  Tavier, Tdent.
Barvy wongoem, Mro David E. Lil-
enth:al AT =¢ Hilda Binith, Mrs. Dec-
ca Rormoo iy, Mr. and Mrs.

T ]

A

ker,
BArs.
Maverick, Mr.

hesivenstE SCHEDULE
Junior Uujon Camp—June 1-7.
Friters” Workshop--June 15-27,

Tepmng Tor

Jdor Union Camp

Tondes K49
Gy S-id

Spmmer Term for Workers—
August 3-Septemnber 13.

Tenth Arnniversary Celebration
und  Stoudent Reunion—Eepl.
12-13.

o !I PR TR S
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A, F, L. Convention

The Highlander Teachers Union
(Local 261) was represented at the
Tennessee State Convention of the
" American Federation of  Labor,
| meeting in Chattancoga, June 1-2.
Myles Horton was the delegate. The
teachers' local fx affilinted with

Chattanooga Central Labor Union.

New Staff Members

’ Durward and Louise McDaniel

, joined the staff in February. Dur-

ward, our Executive Secretary,
i came from Norman, Oklahome, and
Louise from Chattanooga. Both
jare Highlander alumni.

i Carolyn Finkeistein, Smith Col-

lege, ‘41, joined the staff as office
‘secretary Iin April.

Dorothy Haasis, Antioch College
1 student, put in her ten weeks' work
[qunrter as a Highlander office sec-|

Tetary. ENCLOSURE

£)-25 /7~

forty friends wvisited the sachool.!

l

&
10K

r

= -1 " |

William  Buttrick, nghhmder
staff member since January, 1938, .

economics teacher and editor Oflm..worker

the FLING, died &t Vand:rbilt Hoas-
pital, Nashville, April 15, He had
been in falling health for several
months,

Bill's death is a great loss for
Highlander and for his many

friends throughout the South. He

was one of the most popular mem-
bers of the staff.

THIRD JUNIOR
UNION CAMP

Climaxed by an all-dey program
of games, dramatics, folk dancing
and singing, an exhibition of the
children’s craftwork, and an old-
fashioned “dinner on the grounds”™
owr third annwal Junior Union
Camp closed June Tth.

The camp wes designed to en-
courage the physical, personal, and
group development of workers” chil-
dren, and to help make unionism &
more effective part of family and
community life. ‘The majority of
the campers this year were QGrun-
dy County chiidren, 8 to 15 years.
Representation was from A. F. of L,
CI0, and farm families, about equal-
Iy divided.

Daily sctivities included a mom-
ing assembly, clay modeling, paint-
ing, puppet making, ball gamss,
hikes, singing and story telling
around an evening campfire. Fam-
ilies of the children came from all
parts of the county t{p take part
in the final program.

A

‘ma.rego In & real sense

A COOPERATIVE !

i A A A 'Fll‘

VENTURE

You, ss & part ot mghhn
should know exactly how the scl;
iz run. )

‘The staf! cooperatively owns +
property, cooperailvely
the program planned by
utive Councii, which
!staff and eleven labor, 5
|publlc representatives. The
o oo-on
- The Executive Council el
sponsibility for the activi ¥ L
school and takes part in ab
ing them. Throughout ;
scores of unjon and gove
fficials assist in the
residence, and extension '’
the school,

There {5 an old moun
,that “It takes oats to

X

gk a =~ Q‘

‘tributors to Highlander
of the cooperative setupf #.
tional funds enable us to lt:'
peocple and to improve our
Your contribution makes Wi 4
Your intere d

vou share our feeling the .4
'lander must work overtime *
| wartime needs. The m&?
‘on a msaintenance basis
tihusiasm and experkenee"‘"
trib:utions are no less
imaki.ng the mare go. E L ~
New H F, S
Pubhcatw. A

A 27-page mimemgw
phlet describing teuifu. . .
methods of a years edumtiéx
program in New Orleans has .
been publiched by the school

F. C. Pieper, CIO Regional
rector in Loulsiana, under whose
rection the program was conduc
have written intoductions. -
“UNDERSTANDING UNIONI
the pamphlet is full of timely
useful ideas for local unions
to launch educational p
added attraction is = fouk-
outline, with charts, for a clast
taking up grievances and unk
bullding. ]

The pamphlet was written
Mary Lawrance, Highlander Exts .
sion Director, and fillustrated !
Maria Stenzel of the school sta:
It can be purchasad for 15 by wri
ing the school. Additlonal copi
of the outline for class discussic
on grievances and union-buildi:
can be had for S5¢.

S

e

B Ak Rk R
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\ 31X WEEKS SR

UMMER TERM FOR SOUTHERN WORKERS

.

' August 3 Spectal

to 2-Weeks Term
September 13 September

i

' 1049 1-13 -

si_'.;_.- i ) )

% -

e

E“

- . “LABOR'S Tl;!;ll‘l‘ IN WINNING )

b e " L WAR" .

p lyducatlon Theme for Special Emphasia Backmg of Labor

" o 1. Increasing Production .

‘ Aoy is mot like other schools.  Goo Tngmstey Fhn ¢ * Highlander is endorsed by leading la-

. ier's jub at -a labor school is to Conversion Plans bor unions. Many union leaders and

=, Lssions im which everyone takes Labor-Management Committee government officials are scheduled to heip

L Lo wmeequaint students with facts AFL-CIO Victory Committee lead discussions on the special theme of

: Labor Bupply the term. Special assistance is given by

tzbsr movement which will help

sui e their union problems. You
¢+ much regular schooling or
4y clothes to attend—just a good sound
lief in organization,

2. Labor’s Sacrifices
The Right to Btrike
Doubletime
UAW “Equality of Sacrifice”
Punction of WLB

3. Labor's Economic roblems
OPA—Inflation
Consumer Programs

the members of the school’s Executive

Couneil :

E. S. Callaghan, Southern Director, Amer-
ican Federation of Hosiery Workers;

Bernard Borah, Southern Director, District

50, UMWA;
Paul Cristopher, President Tennessee State

k3

~ Taxation 3 -
LOu Priority Unemployment Industrial Union Council;
J0urses Housing F. C. Pieper, Louisiana CIO Regiona! Di-

4. New Union Problems . __ __

- o, Organizing in War Time rector;
tw vuouten oLis term are planned fo Training New Leadership Joe Dobbs, Chattarooga Central Labor
- 4t~ Aaily job of running Pighting Ant!-Union Prope. Union

Matt Lynch, TriState Director, AFHW ;
Alton Lawrence, Regional Director, Mine,
Mill and Smelter Workers;

ganda
Training Bkilled Workers
5. Winning the War :

yur organizations and to meet the new
-oblems caused by the war. Special

nprevzsr lator problems in war time, new
bier lezistation, and technigques of teach-
& arad soiting up educational programs
sve been added to the usual courses in
1hlie speaking, parliamentary law, union
gblicity, labor history, economics, cur-
=4 -ryte. dAramatics and singing.

Highlander Folk

6. Planning for Action at Home

School,

Being Informed
Bullding the Peace
No Discrimination
Civilian Defence -

Lucy Mason, Public Relations Representa-
tive, CIO;
* Hollis Reid, Legislative Representative,
Railroad Brotherhoods;
Lewis Jones, Fisk Uriversity;
George Mayhew, Varderbilt University.

Monteagle, Tennessee

Educatjonal Programs
Plant Committees
Publicity Program

T PO Y Ly e — -

L T Lt s dne ey
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Deer Friend;

Highlander is celebrating its tenth anniversary with an en-
larged progrom geared to the new problems growing out of the
war. The demands for our seorvices are greater than et any other
time in our history. The effectiveness with which we meet these
urgent domands depends upon you.

The schocl has an exporioncod staff and the active cooperation

of an executive council composed of representatives of all
branches of organized labor. We have a plant and 200 acres of
land free from indebtedness. The expenditures for running the
school have never exceeded our income, although last year it

was necessary to use up our emall regerve to balance ths budget.
This means that we must find now contributors in 1942 even to
raise the equivalent of last year's income. Yot we need to
enlarge our budget to meet the increased demands for our services.

The future of the school is bright. Friend&,of Highlonder are
rallying to our support, as ¢an ba seen by the enclosed press
clippings on the Robeson concert in Washington, There is e
specinl reason for urging you to help us at this time. Jim
Dombrowski, who has boen in chnrge of fund raising for the last
eight years, hos been given o year's leave of absonce to sorve
as secretary for the Southorn Conforence for Human Welfare,
which ia doing a very important jod in the South.

Wo know that you would rothor have the Highlander staff sponding
its time in carrying out thoe school's program than in ralsing
the budget. Accordingly, thero ore two ways in which you can be
of groat help:s first, by moking a spocinl éontribution imme-

diately of at least $1.00; second, by sonding us a list of names -

of poople who might contribute, and telling us if wo may use
sour name in asking for contributions.

Sinco;ély.youris

| - HYhﬁgLv}fWJ;:’
nh/1m Mylos Horton

uopwa m-c-1 . e - Chairman .
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: ‘THE NSW ORLEANS EXTENSION PROGRAN

‘ | S .U.«-r s gty

]

Mary Lawrance, Extension Director - > ';;51i-':?}x§&p:

for H{ghlander Folk Schocl

7138

{For the information of Highlander's contributers and friends,
we have asked Mary lawrance to prepare the follcking brief report -
of the educaticnal program conducted by her fer the past year in

Hsw Orlsans, working in conjunction with tha !gg fOrleans Induwe- .

trial Union Council,)

The objective-of the educational program in New Orleanz was
to take over the newly organijzed locals and help the organiers
in servicing eand educating the menbership. The most successful
results were had with the Reserve Sugar Local, because this approash .
was used. Beveral months intsrvenid between the time of organi-
zation, and pegotiation of a contract, which provided time to

train officers and stewards o run their own union, snd the runk

and file to speak in meetings and follow the rules of mestings,
and enabled the local to discuss and write its own contract. This
local knew what it was fighting for; 1t is ready to swing behind
ite new contract and make 3t uork.

The educational program was divided into four logical periodl--
although not intentionally, The first three months were spent main-
ly in the tralning of officers and tomnitteemen to do their Jobs

properly and to build their organization. The sscond pericd was
& r

devoted meinly to the stewards--training them to take up grisvances

and to build the union in their department. During the third

session, emphasis was put on picking the unions in the greatest ¥3
need of help, and running a program individually for each of them,

with the assistance of the officers and stewurds who had attended

the earlier classes. The final session was an effort to train as

many as possible of the rank and file in the fundamentals of union-

1sn at 5enor;1 meotings, departmental meetings, stowards' meetings,
. hmmd memmbdemaea ntd =a Pardth, Tl' wne a1t inmnrtnh'l: ":ﬂ
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 HIGHIANDER FOLK scmoor, » o

- N

MONTEAGLE, TENN. - - ”
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1t aeems as though New Deal orﬂ.cials
have the happy habit o:r sel ecti.ng radical spots a.s ;
place to create & soundi.ng boerd to axpouse thelr
theorles. This time thay are cooperatmg with thi.;

well known radical school for a 6 weeks course from

August & to September 12. The purpoae 1s to decide

on laborts part 1n winning the war against Fasctsm. s -

This short course will have as 1nstructors

-

govarmnent and union off icials. "~ - f S i

. ' The OPA will be represented by Prof. R.RR. -
ﬁrooks and Edith“chriatensm. T.F.iBurns will represent '
the WPB., Edwin s Yamitn, mtional director of the‘Di.l
Workers Organizing Campaign (c10), Editor Len{ieCauJ: of
" fhe CIO News and Robert L.ic:»uden of thelUnited ubber

workers (CIO) will be among 1abor's 1ecturers.

Applications may. be made to My le sfflorton,

director of the school, Monteagla, o —
n‘ Y /A
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Special Ajont in Gurp : k
knoxville, rmnnu_o_l

Dear Bir; _
" You are requested to make & o

file in the capticned matter and sulmit

_ summary report re
"~ the files wherein there ar

influsnce in the administrs

Comn ist

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

Holioman_ .

S S
‘?t @ 1942 P:M.‘ G

w
LOF INVESTIGAT g
TMENT OF Jugpce

. B -
toen -, “f, T A 57 et
- 0 as I g ; - - " ¥
. P . N
. ']t-:%"""'i:' TR 4 N

Ry HIOMIZNDER JOLK 8GROOL | .. 4.

aprehensive review of the
to:the Buresu in the near -
flecting all inforuation contained 4n _
indicetions of Comaunist ocontrol or )
tion of the Mghlander Rk Bchool, - -

You are also 'roqixis'tod"'tb-i-opoft those
affilistions or oonnectiors om the
and those indivicugls responsitle for its

indications of
part of this Schoo
adainistration,

Very truly yours, LR

BT
u

_ John Bdgar Hoover
Director

s
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~  FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
‘%  Tescutomomatenar  KNOKVILLE, TENNESSEE- C@NF TIAL  riewo 100-847
L REPORT MADE AT .| oemwhsNmaoe | rzmioprom |
Birmingham, Alebama | 8-18-42 '\7/27; 3/4/42
Q PR o . .'.'..‘—a ‘_h " *gn‘ :
HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL ! oL 1
L T > .5 - e ".-T"’s,fl
NOPSIS OF FACTS ' * omplbjrod_ i
_ & Birmingham, Alebama. Indices :
- AtWED  checked and sources of information con=
PR LS tacted as to possible commnist or sud- ﬂ o -
- '?é:g*,bﬁﬁiﬂ versive activities with negative results. ‘ -r(’.:f '
: o .;i:“ ‘ *.\ - ,:‘ . .:'* - . L i -
A A 5 A L

' - - Y7 [
REFERENCE: Report of Special Agent SIS, et it
- Knoxville, Tenn., dated Juns 1, 184l.. £
. [P ‘P:" &
Report of Special Agent S et
Savannah, Ga., dated Hny 30, 1942. ve L

DETAILS: . AT BIR][INGHAM mm. o

By virtue of an anonynoua 'belephono call to

1t was ascertained that _

ALREEENE
is employed there in a traveling cepacity, o.n.d that he resides. l.t the ]
r-.: 5 SR

Qnc_- A check of the indices of the Birmingham nﬂa Divi ]gn_
was made with negative results. Confidentis

whose identities are lmown to the &n',ea.u. o

communist or subversive o.ctivities'-un the

regardin
formants
wsre contacted in regard to

th negative resultss . ": .. - i . g 1
wef AP0 oGP b
Fob - DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES -
_ . DED
L6/ p57/) =\ /0 7| ==
5=B1 - - ‘& psY FEx‘i
o é:ﬁ;ﬂige, .',,IE_; 'E)PEY'E '"- 3 AUG 2 I\1942 | W
‘\_/K 'sd"'a.np { ---\.1 ; L__.‘; e 7 _E_-«
"2-Bi. =
,;g.- :kzn;i%m::lm? 7 N /
%8 AP 25 1961 C@NE%E'*TJJ@L__ p——
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¥ederal Bureau of Inuvestigation

Hnited States Bepartment of Justice o ' !

633 Federel Building
louisville, Kentucky

August 22, 1942

Director _
Federal Bureau of Investigation
teshington, D.C.

Dear Sirs

On August 20, 1942, Special Agent (MR- the Enoxville
Field Division telephonicelly advised that a review of the file
captioned Wilighlander Folk School, Monteagle, Tennessee,™

reveals the Knoxville Field Office is in need of additional
coverage at the next session of this school, te be held com-
rencing September 1, 1942,

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED - Very truly yours,
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE 2lz]cd T :
ATE_2)og|e BY% A i./gfss v |

Spéeial Agent in Charge

L'EC‘:U‘\Et
HRM1ed i
: “h.CORDE L.
oc - Fnoxville & > FZ’ _,f?j, ; ' *-///\.‘1
— ‘ EE "_‘CDEXED: F—— ——— S ’ .—."'
T ,4-.-.:' T.‘:}‘\g "“\“ ‘A \\fq— ' r N A F... Y ! .
TN S T P 1 |15 AUG 25 a2
-, R W '

" COPYES DESTROYED - e Y ey
reaen o9l ebelhov e
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' duoted your Bureau and In whioh 1t 1is further etated .
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"5' REIE ':"ﬁ"’i C Th. El.ghlandu' !'o]k Schoo‘.l ‘lhinh I.l Iocltod en the
r _betnon lontuglo, Tennesses, and Trscy City, Temmessss, was feunded on & plot §f
"land donated by LILLIAN JOHNSON, FPhe De in 1932, Bry Jmeﬂe tolontughﬁ,p
the early 1920fs at which time she showed a great ‘dsal of interest in the comwmity
of Summerfield, Tennessss, which is located very near Monteagle, eapecially inm the - ,.;gi .
school system and the pubuc health of the community, 8he was elected’ o the m
Boardot!dncationmdlombocmohdmdthnbuﬁ. She was very mnuch Adeejiwrced-
wrestad in the Woment!s Christian Temperance Union and attempted to help the
privﬂoged om- of poople who residad i.n &nmdy »Go_nnta'. DA

were MILES HORTON and DON WESY, :
Coraittee in Tennessee for the unpd.gn
opm]g-ta tha.thomlco-un:ln. h. A S A
L m..“—i_‘-_‘ T L 1
| “?r Mgyt 93&, tho Huhlndor rolk Sehool took ont .t
Oharter of Inc&rporatim e the 233 of Tamessse of 1932, This charter
that the particular purpose for which thit charter is soujht was the support
‘Highlander Folk School Adult Education, the training of rural snd industrial.l
_and general acadsmic education, The QSI.I"I‘J!' 1s recorded in Book Number ONISCH™, & 4
Page 141, in the Reglstrar?s Office of rmtross connty. “The Incorporatora wers o
ﬂmamm,mmm,m_ ﬂwouc :
HOI.K. _@‘h .- “.» . L
S
RARLY SPOHSGB

T APHROVED AND -
| roRwARDED: . \ﬁ (k

- .
-—-1--4-4-1-r1 ““\ \l'-'t;-f‘— ..-l"'—
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Socialist Party of national prominence, such sas: NCRKAN THOMAS, BEURHOLD
RUBUHR, STEWART CHASE, and KIRBY PAGE. It was also backed by the Amalgmtod
Clothing Workers of America, and the school has always drawn approximately
one~third of its funds from the Amalgamated Bank of New York, 1|hich is ounod
and controlled by the Amalge.mated clothing Iorkers or America. Do e ATY

T “,,1 L ?.:_' ,_:- : “_‘f‘,l_.“ N .-'_ ‘
ATVS mn PURPQSES OF THE SCHOOL B i i ;
. N '\ - PR «. l. T e .1 v ’, . é-‘.

' ' ‘Ina pamphlot published by t.he Highlmdar Folk School 1t

is stated that the school was founded ®to provide an educational center in -

the South for the training of rural and industrial leaders and for the con=

servation and enrichment of the indigenous cultural values of the mountains. ,

Activitiaes of the school have been primarily in the education of labor organizers,
The school conducts two six weeks! courses per year, known as the spring and

£a31]1 terms, At thesa sessions, workers who have been selected by their various

widons are given courses in history, economic¢s, union publicity, parliamentary

law and public speaking, dramatics, and are taughi{ how to organize & union, - .
conduct union meetings, present grievances, how to call and organiZe st.rikas, =

- and to effectively bargain with employers, e £, .

The school also conducts a mursery for farm and workers? -

children and sponsors a lending library, conducts what 1s known as a writerts

workshop, gives square dances, and endeavors to help and gain the confidence

of the conmunity surrounding the schools In this connection it hae on occasions

heid rummage sales, aided in obt.aining IPA sewing projects, and encouraged

handicrai‘t work in the cmmmmity. T i ToTE e Bl

: T ' The Highla.nder Folk School a.lso conducts an extension pro-
gra.m by sending various members of ite faculty to any union who asks for their
sarvices to help them put on a drive for new mambership or to mora etfectivoly

.bargain for wage increases and better working conditions. o , , .

ATTACKS MADE ON THE HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL .. =~ . .ot ' oo "% o 'n. -

-, S [T

When the Highlander Folk School first moved to Monteagle, :
Tennessee, MYLES HORTON and the rest of the Highlander Folk School staff were .
introduced to membere of the commmnity by Dre LILLIAN JOHNSON, who asked that
thay help them in their endeavors., The Highlander Folk School staif for the
most part are well educated individuals who seem to have a sincere desire to
help the people of the Scuth, In this comnection they strongly followed the =
Socialist~Communist United Front Program of the early 1930ts, Most of the .
li+orature passed out by the school at that time was of a Soclalistic nature.
In connection with their prOgram, however, they soon developed a theory of -



1 ——— —_—

using militant labor strikes in an effort to solidify the workers 4in &' .« 1,..., .
common cause and to impress upon them the necessity of organising in order »i' ...
+0 g-‘ha tha powers of mumberg: In this sommsotion tb school 1lMd pmhlc‘h o
entitled, ™fhy We Need the Unione" These pamphlets state that there h PlEan “__.:
always & conflict between labor and capital snd that what ia good for thé -
mugement and ca.pittl must of nooouity be bn.d ror h.bor. i wf s i -
e s -:“_. i}m ?“ ad _‘;A;“ -
Many of the striha that were either called by or sup=
ported by members of the faculty of the Highlander Folk School in the 1950'.
were called on industriss, which because of the depression were not ina ..

position to accede to the labor's demand, and since the workers were in mo - "
position to lose thair wages during a nrntmc{-ad atrike their afforts wers -

AW AR

in many cases unsuccessfuls Thus the Highlmdor Folk Sichool gained the emity
ol both the 10011 ccmun:lty l.nd tho conpaniea which thay oppolad. _
: * T ’

: The Eighln.nder Folk Bchool ws s‘llo mstmnto.l in orga.niziug
the 'lorkers Alliance in Grundy County, which was later declared by its Presi- '
dent and Secretery, DAVID LASSER and HERBERT BENJAMIN, to be controlled by the
Communist Party, In conmneotion with the Workers Alliance, MYLES HORTON, JLIEB '
DOMEROWSKI, and the Highlander Folk Scoheol faculty encoursged the sit-down :

trike at Montesagls, Tenmnessee, in Februery of 1929, This strike was ons of

8 Ul A0 @V 6Lv’ T LRA W XN

the factors which brought the growing renentnont of the cormunity to a head -
and which brought into prcminence an organiration known as the Grundy County
Crussders who bitterly opposed tho sohool a.nd made onry orrort to drivo d. .
fram the oonnmmi.ty. R S R .

er 4. the orudy county Crusedors were beaded ‘by C. Ha XILBT & ™.
who actod in the oapacity of seoretary, The Highlander Polk 8chopl had drudy
. been under fire from the American Legion in Chattancoga and was opposed by

i‘“iitﬁi‘ﬁ in ot --_-“r‘iv, as belup a -chcel mch .nnnn!ﬂ-g.l! =t‘-‘¢m'

drunkenness, and immoralitys Mr, EILBY, capitalizing on this 1ll fulin;,
ssocured varjous affidavits and resoluticns from individualas and orga.nizationl
who wers willing to put themselves on record as denouncing the Highlander .- .
Folk School and amassed & great dea)l of material in an effort to secure - .
legislative action in the state courts which would osuse & revocation of the
school charter and drive it from the community, To this end, resolutions.
were passed by the Sewnnee Lodge Number 405 of the Frees and Accepted Mesons,
by ths Grundy Cmmty Eduoational Anoci&tion, b:,r the Bakers l.nd COnfectiona.ry

Vierkers Local Eumber 25, Tracy City, by wvarious American uug.l.un Fosts, and
vy & iocal branch of the United m.na ﬂorkers located at Pulmer, '.L‘anneaneo.

Aff:ldavitl woTe obtained I‘rom twenty odd persons living -
in and near Monteagle who stated that they had attended the Highlander Folk
School or been affected by the school in some way. These affidavite were for

o
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the most pert concerned with atatements made by HCRTON or DOMEROWSKI te e
the effect that they were sither Communists or favored the Russisn form of wip ..
goverment or advocated revolutions Nome of these statements, howsver, ~“i: 3 .- .
could definitely be placed to specific times mor corroborated by additionsl ™ f
testimony, The statements also oontained references to persons having ob- 4.
gorved either the hammer or sickle or a_red flag at the school and being = Y.}
‘forced to give s Russian salute and sing Russian songse An examination of:...\{"
these affidavits indioate that they were in all probability dictated by Co .Y -
K. KILBY and that the persons making them were irresponsible, The affidavits
do, however, contain statements that BILL MARLOW and MYLES BORTON advocated ..

and attempted to organize & loosl chapter of the Young Commmist lsague. ‘-f_,: L AR '
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In the early fall of 1939 JOHN MCDOUGAL BURKS, a reporter .
ior the Neshville Tennessean newspaper, visited the Highlander Folk School . . .
for hpproximately one week at which time he also talked with residents in the ik
community in an effort to determine whether the school was Communistic or ~ ¢ '
Communist controlleds BURNS reported that: The Highlandsr Folk School is “ 'y -
the center for spreading Communist dootrines in thirteen southeastern statesy °
that connected with its leadership are persons who bave either been charged . =
with being Communists or who have been linked definitely with Moscowy Sts = . .-
faculty spreads Communism, approves this Red dootrine, and sends its alumni )
into labor organizetions where they maintain oontact with their alma mater

and spread its teachings over a wide aress holds oconfersnces at the school

between regular sessions where it teaches Comunist theories to labor leaders .
and others; it has used Grundy County as & laborstory and organized the - .. - ~.7
workers Alliance, staged strikes, elected the county sheriff, and intends "5 =
to gain control of the oounty school system; it is recognized by State Com= . -
zunist Headquarters in Nashville and among its guests are many Leftists of £
.nationa) reputation, including CLIFFORD ODETS, the playwright, and ANNA® &
LOVISE STRONG, editor of the Moscow Daily Yews in Soviet Russia for seversl’
yoars; it has kept in close touch with Commonwealth College, Mena, Arkansas;
it distributes Communist literature, including the Daily Worker; it is the
source of eplays~ for use by “progressive labor groups™, the plays including -
Communist propaganda; ths school with its oontrolled County of Grundy serves
8% a olinic for labor problems, giving instructions on strike methods, et -
ceters, but not overlooking these further opportunities to spread the Leftist - L
dootrines .. . 0o S et .

o A oomplete review of the articles writeen by BURNS in- - '/
c.cates thet he has no basis on which to base these conclusions unless he
considers that the pressure brought by union leaders, lLeftist intellectuals,
snd various radical labor factions who were organizing labor in the South |
and participating in the United Front Movement were all affiliated with the
nembers of the Communist Party and that the entire United Front and labo P
prograns were Communist doctrines, :
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TR G " The Highlander !‘olk School also tpplied tor [ 37,000 W :";-f.--r«' i
aubsidy from the Federal government which had been granted by the goverms | '\
ment but wae held up by Governor COOPER of Tennessee pending an mveatigatm
by JACK SCANDLIN, Inspector of the Tennessee Highway Patrol, - Inspector .
SCANDLYN also reported that the Highlander Folk School was c¢ontrolled by Ccn-
munists and spreading Communist doctrines, however, he had no. evidence to -:
back his findings, SCANDLIN in his report placed a great deal of stress on
{mnorality surrounding the achool, stati.ng that t.he students believed :l.n PR
free love and drank to excess, . . L e T

S LI EEEN co : -t ; ,'1. -‘;;."'. vq..'g.\ -,'r.-: - o
The file of the Highlander Folk School alto cont.a:lns e
numerous hewspaper ¢lippings from the Chattanooga and Nashville papers which.
snllcate that the school was to be investigated by the Dies Committee, how-
ever, there is no information in the file which would indicate the results

of the Dies Coumittee's investigation if, in fact one was made. S SR

Ls ' result o:r the cmsolidating or a.11 t.hese reports
into the hands of the Grundy County Crusaders, together with material Ihich R
was collected by them, there was a proposed march on the Highlander Folk :
School by the Crusaders at which time it was planned that the members of
the faculty be forcibly ..ejected from the countye. On November 13, 1940, a ‘
masch on vhe Highlander Folk School was averted by holding a meeting of the
representatives of the Grundy County Crusaders and members of the faculty - -
in s session held at Sewanee University. At this time the Grundy County .
Crusaders hurled accusations at the Highlander Folk School, stating that 11.'_‘- AR
ras a "hot bed of Communism,® JAMES DOMBROWSKI, Highlander Folk School % ° ' .-
faculty, answered for the school and explained that the achool was purel.r FES

. & labor school and stated that in the event that the Crusaders could prove

the school was Communistic that it would immediately move from the countye
The Grundy County Crusaders, however, were unable to produce any evidence
wiiich would indicate that the schocl was controlled by the commist Party.

TVDICATIONS OF COMMUNIST CONTROL OR INFLUENCE IN THE ADMINISTRATION OF m ,
YIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL vt

CHARTER szmm:as- L aran T R, S :
oo -\‘ B g PR :f:n.' - M. :‘- :'ﬂ- - '-"",,.’ f:‘,‘-:.'\'

The Highla.ndar Folk School at its inception was founded
Ly LIS HORTON who was known to be & Socialist at that time and by DON WEST
who had openly stated that he was a Communists In the report of Special . .
sgent SN dated February 26, 1942, at Atlanta, Georgla, it is stated
ihat WEST attended the Berry School at Rome, Georgia, and quit because he was
nct in sympathy with the school systems He later returned and endeavored to
organize the students of the school in a strike because the school charged
tuition and received help from HENRY FORD, a capitalist,
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WEST later nftnnﬁad Yanda ﬂ_:i_i_l_t.

Hni ar
acholarship to study abroad and is reported to have exben
In 193k, WEST was active in the Comwunist Party
with the Angelo Herndon cases WEST later founded and m A director in i’.he
Southern Folk School at Kennesau, Georgia, WEST was reported by MICHAEL =
GOLD in an article which appeared in the Dally Worker to be a young mounta:lneer
poet who became revolutionary and studied Marx and Lenin for the purpose of
organizing negroes and white farmerse in Georgia. 'II'BT was alao sctive 1n N
the Abraham Lincoln Brigade in Eemtucky, - = = ™ S NI
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WEST returned to Georgia in Novewber, 19h0,i1lh;ere ho
spent a vear as a congre@ﬁonal minister in l&ea.nsvme, Georgia, res:l.gn- -
~ ing in Septamber, 19h1. PR croe PO LI ¥

s, »

' - : MAICOLM GIH.SHOLH a charter nember of the school, was - .:
- killed fighting for the Spanish Loya.lists. (Report of Special Agent -
-12-30—h1 at Knoxville, Tennessee). o

ZI11A HAWES alias Elizabeth Hawes, also a charter member '
of the Highlander Folk School, was known to be an organiger for the Amalgamated
Clotkine Workers of America and a member of the Soclalist Party at the time

she joined the staff of the school, She later married FRANZ DANIEL, also an-
crganizer for the Amalgamated Clothing Workers of America, and was & leader -

in any m:!lita.nt labor strikes, both in Tennessee and in North Carolina,

- substantiated by no other evidence or corroborated by ,‘
no other statementss . . L .7 S e e M

’ JAMES DOMBROWSEI was also a charter member of the High=-:: . .
lander Folk School and a faculty member of the school until the Spring of -~
1942 when he resigned his position to become secretary for the Southern Conference
for Human Welfare with headquarters at 202 Presbyterian Building, Nashville, -
Tennessee, Many of the affidavits which are on file in the Knoxville Fleld = .
Division contain statements that DOVBROWSKI had expressed himself as being in .
sympathy with the Russian form of government, that he thought that revolut:lon :

was inevitahlei and that the caiita.listic ﬁstam should be overthrown, . e

) ' DOMBROWSKI is reported to be imbued with a -
T osophy of saving mankind and has been particularly interested in helping -

southern labor and attempting to improve working and living conditions in the
South. There is no indication that he would blindly follow the Communist Party

lines or that he is influenced by any foreign powers

MYLES HORTON, a founder and present director of the High-
lander Folk School, has stated that he was a Socialist, but he later forsoock
the 3¢uialist Party to devote his interest to labor and has on many occasions



professed an intense dislike for the Commnists, stating that they - U S,
filtrate into labor unions and choke and strangle them by neglecting tho e AW
primary interest of labor to further the ends of the Communist Pariy, and and R
that the Communists also incur the wrath of politicians and law enxorco-_,_ 5
ment agencies and provide excuses for attacks on labor organisationss -
NYLES HORTON has been very careful during his administration at the Highlandor
. Folk School to keep Communist propagandn a.nd Gcmunist cdatrol from Appedrs ;. ¥'-
1.ng in the school progrnn. TR S T e

' " Most of the labor—leadera 1n Tennesseo ‘endorse theﬂigh-
lander Folk School and state that it is through HORTON!s influence that the - 5 :
Conmmists have been unsuccessful in their attanpta to obtain control of the

school,

. The files of the Knoxville Field Division contain very
litt.le infomation concerning RUPERT HANPTON, the sremaining charter member -
of the school, The information that is available indicate that he was a < - -
radical labor leadery and was active in the school ror only & short period e
of time, e

OTHER FACULT! MELBERS

: WILLIAM BUTTRICK attended the College of the City of
Nashville and Duke University, where he was known to be an extreme Liberal -

and very sympathetic toward the working class of people and the southern

farmer, BUTTRICK was at one time a teacher in the Commornwealth College at . .
Mena, Arkansas, There is no indication that he was a member of the Communist -

n
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b Party. BUTI'RICK died at t.he Highlander rolk School in the ear].y pa.rt o.f 19h2. e
T A
2N LEON IILSON, m:.rarian "at the Highlander Folk School,

[ P gy | "y -

éu.nnougn su‘cmgq Daclu.ng the nd.gxu.ulutu Folk School's PIUglad, N&aS NeVer
been known to be & member of the Communist Party. WILSON recently ezpreaaed
himself as being a conscientious objector to the present. m. . o

Lo

-1* e -

T
-

) lEARI IAIRENCE LOUISE PICMN and LOUISE CONKL]NG, orrica
secretaries from Duke University, Passar College and Overland College, respecti-
vely, have never been known to be members of the Communist Party. Of these . -
three MARY LAWRENCE was by far the most militant and has been actively engaged
in many stra.kes in Ea.at Tennessee during one of which she was shot in the legs

ey

h{ s ‘“‘,: SR
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,‘..‘
v She was also an &ctive par rticipant in ths git-domn strike which was held by the
- wiik WOrkers who were mem’oers of the Workers .llliance at Tracy City in Febma.ry

ZILPHIA HORTON, wife of MYLES HORTON, spends most of her
time in nursing schools and working with the women and children in Monteagle
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O and the surrounding commmity in helping them in handicraft and doing , ‘
A research in folilore, Her beliefe noetly parallel those of her hubend, s
& MYLES HORTON. . B N :

- ', P
' I CLAUDIA LEIIS, director of the Hursery School, has AT
never been inmowmn t0 be & member of the Communist Party, JANE ALLEN, .fomer
secretary, Flint, Michigan, took a very amall active part in the aetivitiee
of the school and was not believed to be ‘connected with the Communist Partge
One of the most active members of the faculty in the 1930's was RALPR’
. TAFFERTELLER who was reported to be a militant strike agitator and leeder.
Other members of the faculty served at the school for brief periods of time; -
consequently nothing was known about their activities, however, reports from.
other Field Divisions indicate that they are Liberals but not known to be
Communists, - . _ S
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 XE@BERS OF EXECUTIVE BOARD - o el

IR The Executive Boa.rd of t.he Highlander Folk School fm'
the years 1939 and 1940 was composed of ALBERT BARNETT, Professor of Old& = .° .
Testament literature at Scarritt College; Miss LUCY RANDOLPH MASON, Southern
Publicity Representative of the CIO; EDWARD F. CALLAGHAN, Vice President of
the American Federation of Hosiery Workers; GEORGE TITLER, Secretary, District
19, United Nine Workers; MAT LYNCH, Representative of the American Federation -
of Hosiery Workers; ROY REYNOLDS, President of Chattanooga Printing Pressman
and Assistants Union; . ALTON LAHRENCE, Southern Representative of Labors Non-
Partisan League; PAUL CHRISTOPHER, Executive Secretsry of the Tennessee State _
Industrial Union Council; BERNARD BORAR, Southern Representative ot the SR A
Amalgamated Clothing ‘ll'orkers of hnerica. Ll G '
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L S of these members only ALTON LAWRE\*CE end BERHAHD BORLB
were censidered to be affiliated with Communist activities. - BORAH left the
Amalgamated Clothing Workers of Americaand became an organizer far the United
line Workerss In the recent break between JOHN L, LEWIS and the CIO, BORAH -
forsook the United Mine Workers of America and is present.ly receiving :I.n- .
structions for a commiseien in the U. Se Lm.‘ - _ N

ALTON LAWREGCE :I.s now en organizer fer ‘the Internationel ,
Union of Mill, Mine and Smelter Workerss LAWRENCE is a close associate of
ROBERT HALL, Secretary of the Communist Party for the State of Alsbama, and . . ..
recen‘bly introduced Comunist resolutions and tried to eXert comunistie R

infivence at the State Conveniion of the Temnessee Siaté Indusirial Council
o l’;zpuls, Tennessee, o -




: Recent additions ‘bo the Executive Counc:ll are JOB
'D(BBS of the Chattanooga Central Labor Union, HOLLIS REID, Legislative . . .-
Representative of the Railroad Brotherhood, LEWIS JONES of Fisk Universitr
GEORGE MAYHEW, Vanderbilt University, and F. C. PIEFER, Louisiana CIO -
Regional Director. Of these additions JOE DOBBS has been reported.to bo
active in the Communist Party at Chattanooga for the past four or five - AP
years while the others are known to be Liberala but not known to be connectad
with the Communist Partye , . _

SOURCE OF FUNDS

' . The school operates on a bndget of a.pproximat.el;y

312 000 per yea.r of which one~-third comes from the bank account minta:!.ned
in the Amalgamated Bank of New York, the source of which is unknown but .
believed to be from various benefits and concerts sponsored by the High=
lander Folk School in Washington and New York City. Another one-third is
derived from various foundations and prominent educators and political
leaderg/ among which are the W, C. Whitney Foundation, Robert Marshal

oundation, John Hammond, WALTER FRANK, ELEANOR ROOSEVELT and MARY C :
The balance of the contributiona comes from various Liberals, labor nnions,
front organizations, and persons interested in labor, Most of these ... . .,f».;
latter donations are of $10 or less, The total nwnber of contribut.ors SRR
is appro:d.mat.ely five hundred persons. _—:-:.;_ PRI .
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ICATIONS OF COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN THE PROGRAM OF THE scmo:. 'il

. EZfa

- A study of the program of the Highlander Folk School
indicates that the school followed the Communist Party line to a certain -
degree, The school was organized at a time when the Commmists and Socialists
had a program for united front organizations for persons who were dis- - :.° -
satisfied with the country's political and economic conditions, At the 3 £
time that the Communist Party advocated the policy of the United Fromt -~ "
Program, it is impossible to determine how much :I.nfluence the Pa.rty exerted K
over the school. S _ \ Y . ,

"T‘

Ine members of the Hig‘nlander Folk School staz‘z‘ _
“ve visosy backed front organizations such as the Southern Conference for
Human Welfare and the Tennessee Conference for Democracy, and individual .
members were active in Labor!s Non-Partisan League, Southern Negro Youth
Congress, and many other organizations. At this time the school was a
meeting place for various persons who were employed by the Tennessee Valley
Authority at Knoxville, Tennessee, and was frequently visited by such
« well-knomn Communists as ROBERT HALL of Birmingham, Alabama, and TED WELIMAN
' of Chattanooga, Tennessee. In Monteagle during this period there was formed

a Young Communist League chapter,




Tennessee, was an elector for EARL BROWDER in the Presidential campaign
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WILLIAK MARIDI, an uneduca.t.sd farmer in llonteagle,

of 1935. The Workers Alliance was formed in Monteagle by the Highle.nder -
Folk School and the militant strike policy advocated by the Communists .- __’.f' :
for the purpose of organizing labor was adopted by the school, It was - .
during this period that JAMES DOMBROWSKI and MYLES HORTON were reported %po..

have been seen with Young Communist League cards in their possession and ~ * ._j )
to have made statements which would 1ndicste their sympathy for the Rueeian Lo

form of government, - ca e _ ,

" With the eign:l.ng of the Germsn-Russian Non-lmeeﬂnn
Pact when the Communist Party line shifted from collective preparedness to

denowuncing the war as imperialistic, there was little change in the program

~# the Highlander Folk School, JAMES DOMBROWSKI, however, was reported ‘ho

have affiliated with the American League for Peace and Democracy, while .

MILES HORTON denounced the war as imperialistic, The school at the present . .
time is strongly backing the all-out war effort, but was not strongly ad-

vocating aid to Britian and Russia after the entry of Russia i.nto the war : -

. o . - - P

but before war was declared 'by the Unitsd Ststss.

Literature received by and distributed by the nigh-

—————

lander Folk School is a conglomeration of labor pamphlets and magazines, . * - .
wwczalistic literature, and to some extent Communistic literature, The ... . .

Highlander Folk School has at no time passed out pamphlets of the Cmnmmist

sarty such as literature to free the Scottsboro Negroes, protested the - -

ceportation of Bridges, free EARL BROWDER, etc, but has contented itself

*ith providing publications such as Soviet Power, Communist Manifesto, end *...,'-,.:_'f_
literature which presents the broad picture of Commund sm rather than the

smallér turnings of the Ccmtmist Party line. e

SNDORSERS OF THE HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL ~..@ ~ & = 'f-{-"j . -::5:7..';,-:5-41

- The Highlander f‘olk School has been endorsed by br.
GEORGE S. CLUNTS, President of the American Federation of Teachers, JOHN L.
LEWIS, President of the United Mine Workers of America, JOHN DEWEY, MARK
afmﬁ Educational Director of the International Ladies' Garment Workers -
U u-:, WILLJAM TURNBLAZER, Chairman, Tennessee Industrial Union Couneil;
Fresident of District 19, "United Mine Workers, WILLIAM MITCH, Chairman,

! shama Industrial Union f‘nﬂnﬂi?o Southern nirnntﬂr’ Steal Workers nvgn-n'l sing

-iaag m

m-~-ittee, EDWARD F. CALLAGHAN, Southern Director, American Federation of =
Hosiery Workers, PAUL R. CHRISTOPH.ER, Secretary, Tennessee Industrial Union

Council, R, C. THOMAS, International President, United Automobile ’Iorkers, .
. Ao ZOMRIGH, International President, Aluminum Workers of America, -

PAUL RAGON, Chairman, Chattanooga Industrial Union Council; Representative,

WG, T. Jo SKITH, Tennessae CIO Representative, W, H. CRAWFOR.D, Chairman,
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Birmingham Industrial Union Council, JOHN GREEN, National President, In- . _-,;:.'_f-.-,ﬁ.m— S
dustrial Union of Marine & Shipbuilding Workers of America, GEDRGE BILDMI,-J-' Arin
Executive Vice-President, Textile Workers Union of America, HERBERT W, mm,
Director Rayon Diviaion, Textile Workers Union of America, FR.ANZ DANTELS,

National Organizer, Amalgamated Clothing Workers, PHILIP VAN GELDER, Secretu-y,
Industrial Union of Marine & Shipbuilding Workers, FRANK ROSENBLUM, Vice- : . .. . .
President, CI0; Organizational Director, ACWA, F. C. PIEPER, Regional CID ‘s ? 0
Director, New Orleans, JOHN J. SCHULTER, Southern Director, United Retail & :
Wholesale Employees, REID ROBINSON, President, Mine, Mill & Smelter 'l'orkers,

E. L. SANDEFUR, N, Cs & S, C, Director, CIO, NORMAN G. TWIST, International :
Aepresentative, United Retail & Wholesale Employees, SHERMAN DL'LRIIIPLE,

National President, United Rubber Workers of America. e ERR

At a Highlander Folk School benefit givan on December
. £, 1010, the following prominent persons were listed as sponsors: Miss MARY
' ANDERSON, Secretary and Mrs, HAROLD ICKES, Hon, and Mrs, BENHAM BALDWIN, - -
Dro MORDECAI JOHNSON, Justice and Mrs, HEUGO BLACK, Miss KATHRYN LEWIS, Mr. - ‘
and Mrs, JOHN CARMODI Mrs, HOWELL MOOREHEAD, Hon, and Mrs, JOHN COFFEE, Mr.
and Mrs, DUNCAN PHII.LIPS Hon, and Mrs, JOHN COLLIER, Mr, and Mrs, GIFFORD .. - -
FINCHOT, Miss HARRIET ELLIOTT, Mrs, FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT, Hon. and Mrs, LEE ‘
f\GEIER l!iss HILDA SMITH, Hon, and Mrs, LEON HENDERSON, Mr, and Mrs, L, CORRIN =~
[ YLCNS, ire SIDNEY HILLMAN, Dr. and Mrs, JOHN STUDFBAKER, Secreta:.-y and Xrse
; HRDELL HULL, Hon, and Mrse JERRY VOORHIS, Lo
; ‘ " At'd concert by PAUL ROBESON presented at Hiverside - -
~j OCvadium, Washington, D. Ca on May 10, 1942, the following were listed as  '-.0
sponsors for the concert: Mrs, FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT, Mrs, AGNES H. STONE,-. .
Jcstice and Mrs, STANLEY F, REED, Mrs, HUGO L, BLACK, Mrs, FRANCIS BIDDLE,
Genator ABE KURDOCK, Mr, and Mrs, EDWARD KEATING, Mre JAMES B, CAREY, Mre . ¢
and Mrey GIFFORD PINCHOT, Mr, CLARENCE PICKETT, llr. FRED S. WALKER, 'Dr. FRANK
P. GRAHAM, Mr, and Mrs, GERARD D, REILLY, Mr, MAURY MAVERICK, Mr, WALTER :
nHJCE HOWE Hon, THOMAS H. ELLIOT, Mr, and Krs, J. R. FII.LIE.A.N, ¥rse MARY
PRINPOH] BETHUNE Mrs, GANSON PURCELL, Mrs. CLARK FOREMAN, Mrs, CHARLES EDWARD .
RELTTS, Mr, and Mrs, CLIFFORD J. DURR, Kr, and Mrs, DAVID R, WILLIALS, Hone
J. WARREN MADDEN, Mrs TELFORD TAYLOR, Lieut, BARRY BINGHAM, Mr, DAVID E, -
‘LTLIEIJTLIAL Liss HILDA SMITH, Mrs. DECCA ROHHILI and Llr. a.nd Mrse MICHAEL

S.naIokET.

CONCIUSTION : R e A e

- ..

A review o.f the Highlander Folk School file indicates

that the school has deviated little from its main program to educaete and . . - -
train lasbor representatives for labor organizing positions and to aid lsbor
-rranizations in an educational program whenever the school has been called
won to do so, the main front organization backed by the school being the
Scuthern Conference for Human Welfare,

P L S AU DR SV S
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‘ : To raise funds for the School JAMES DOMBROWSKI and ... .,

MYLES HORTON have spent a great deal of time in the north trying to enlist - :
the aid of prominent educators and political figures., The school has also !
presented community programs and benefits in Monteagle in an effort to .
gain the support of the local citizens as well as to educate the persons-
in the surrounding community, Although the aschocl has been branded z_”*‘ w2
many as Communistic, there is very little drdication of Communistie in- " """
fluence while there is sbundant indications that the school is liberal . .. = .

and radical and, therefore, opposed by Conservatives, .
: - S RN
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Subject: Highlender Folk Schools Internal Security « -
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Synopsis: Summer Session of Highlander Folk éol,
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Monteagle, Tennessee, held from §-3-42 to
9-13-42, under direction of > HORTON .
Attended by 15 students, representing tobacco,
sugar, textile and automobile industries.

. Program of school consisted principally of
Rt discussions of union organization, racial
———— .  problems in South, and labor problems. Names .
I of attending students, visitors and faculty =~ .
» set out, J. MBROWSKI, President, presently <

under leave of B¥sence to serve as executive
secretary of the Southern Conference for Human
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cabins occupied by students and faculty members, as well as & community lodge, |,
which contained a dining room for the students a.nd faculty of the school, .
During the first weeck, there was very little activity at the school, due to

the disappointing attendance, and late arrival of several of the students, as
well ez late arrival of several of the faculty members, who were allegedly
attending a CIO Union Convention held in Chicago, Illinois,

Each student attending Highlander was sssigned certain duties

which he was to i fii Miiom with the Oﬁration of the school,

Various entertainments were held during the week, such as
theater parties, folk dances, etc., held in the community house each night,
with Russian music being playod almost exclusively., -observeg that
the policy of free love was a fully accepted doctrine at Highlander,

Prior to snrollment at Highlander Folk School,

through circulars and literature furnished by the school, that
regular classes would be held at the school, dealing with union problems,
economics, parliamentary law, and labor. However, no recgularly scheduled
rlasses were he}p, and only a few lectures were given by MARY LAVRENCE, XYLES
HORTON and LEONXVILSON, at irregular intervals. The fow invited speakers
that visited thé school also contributed three or four lectures.

hat not morc than six lectures were held during the entire

school session by the regular faculty at Highlander, these being held in the
¢venings and were in the form of a genoral assembly. The lectures that were
delivered covered general discussion of union organizations, the racial prob-
lam in the South, labor problems in strikes. In conngetion with the racial
problem, it is interesting to note that lirs, VIRGIN , sister-in-law of
Associate Justice BLACK of the United States Suprempffourt, spent two weeks
at the school, in the interest of furthering and prometing the schoolis in-
terest in the racial problem throughout the South.

Several round table discussions were held from time to time,
dealing with union problems, in which each student was called vpon to .
cuss the labor situwation in his or her particular locality or plant,
strike tacties were dealt with, .
HORTON mentioned the fact that the CIO had finally licked "BOSS"AC snd
the Memphis situation, and now the Memphis Police Departmenﬁas §¥Faid to
interfere; that CIO organizers in Yemphis now have a free rein,” In this case,
it was also noted in the Ninth Annual Report of the Highlander Folk Schoo!
for the year 19L1, an excerpt rcad as follows: / ‘ /

ST S ST e SAm S ek RIS TR o gk ¢ Rme e © amer 3a e



WMEMPHIS

Momphis, Tennessee Tane a8 hlanrlr naca
‘rlu‘l‘l“*.—’ etk Bl B v\-’ ‘v‘.b - O il eVt 8BS r\ﬁ'

e is another aouthern city where the workers are flockinv into

" unions, after years of courageous strugrle against a corrupt
city administration dominated by boss Ed Crump, For years

it was almost a certainty that any CI0 organizer entering the
city would be beaten unmereifully if not killed., The right

to organize has not been completely established as yat, but
labor has made great strides, and there is the beginning of a -~
vigorous and strong movement., wWith thceusands of new workers
coming into the unions, almost all of them with no previocus
experience in the labor movement, the need for an educational
program was obvious., The organizers had talked 'with Highlander
for sometime about an agtension program; plans were made with
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the assistance of PaulXChristopher, Executive Secretary of the
Tennessec Industrial Umion Council and member of Highlander
executive council, 7Tith the enthusiastic support of Richard
Devorall, educational director of the United Auto Tforkers Union,
the program was launched at the southwidg UAV~CIO educational
conference in Memphis in Qctober. Rarryflasker, of the High-
lander staff, was placed in charge." )
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iﬁl;d The aforemcentioncd Ninth Annual Report is being retained in

i *he files of this office,

e ™

“?'f The following invited speakers deliverlng lectures during the
e Sumner Session were:

b TILFORDKDUDIEY, Tar Labor Board, Washington, D. C.,

£,' who del}vered one lecture of unionism and functions

b of War: Dabor Board. According to he appeared -;{¢17J5>

to be veny pro-CI0 in his attitude.
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A. J.JOOODRICK, Federal Conciliator, ashingten, D. C.,
who délivered one 1ucture on the Fedaral Conciliation
Service.

WILLIAH*EAvgs, Regional Director of Yage and Hour Division
of the fnited States Department of Lsbor, Nashville, Ten-
nsssee, delivercd a lccture on the Wage and Hour Act, said
lccture belng confined strietly to the aect, with no exhib-
ition of partiality regarding unions,

\
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Although there was never any audible mention made of Communiém,
the discussions held by the faculty were 100 per cent in accord with the Wall
cub aid" to Russia, strongly favoring the establishment of a Second Front, and

reparding labor unions, were in accord with the CIQ; however, upon the arrival.
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of representatives of the AF of 1, fram Louisville, the discussions thereafier
were confined to labor union in general, the Dally “Forker
is 2 publication rogularly received in Yonteagle, at tha Highlander Folk School,

QUSSP NYLES HORTON exhibited much interest in the
aircraft industry and stated that he was anxious to organize the aircraft work-
ers in the Fisher Alircraft Plant in gicr

During discussion of racial problems,
the assignnent, upon the completion of the Sumner Session atfHighlander, to
o to Bessemer, Alabama, and interview the negro victims of the alleged race
riot at Bessemer, obtaining signed stztements and affidavits, which would
then be forwarded to the Thite House by the Highlander Folk School.

VIRGINTA DURR, upon her visit to Highlander,
secmed to be greatly interested in the poll tax bill which was pending in
Congress at that time, and, as a matter of fact, stated that she had prior
to her visit been in ‘Jashington lobbying for this particular bill, A further
itidentification of VIRGINIIA DURR is the fact that she is the wife of
X TPederel Comrmnications Commission, ashington, D. C. VIRGINIA DURR
ﬁook no part in the assemblies or classes at the school, but attended the
rxecutive couheil meetings at the school, which was not open to the student
bedy. JAESMPCBROTS I, Executive SecrgtaryLn*_LhBNSQuLhern_Conference for
Tusan ‘Jelfare Ezaﬂaaa%g at Fisk University, Nashville, Tennessee,
HCLL gg?EID, egislafive Chairman of the Firemen and Engineers ¢f Railroad

Bretherhood of Tennessee, Memphis, Tennessee, were among those attending the
executive council meeting. In this connection, it might be noted that HOLLIS
REID was reported to be the newly elected member oif the executive board at

' Eighlander.

MARTYNATKINS, former United lMine Vorkers or-
pganizer, an alleged Communist now sthtioned at Camp Forrest, Tullahoma, Ten-
nessee, spends a great many of his weekend furloughs at Highlander, and on
many occasions brings another soldier with him. It was understood that 7AT-
KI¥S had engaged in an argument with an officer at Camp Forrest, regarding
the uvse of tear gas in labor strikes, stating that the felt it was unfair to
rermit the use of tear gas in labor strikes", =2nd as a fesult of thg argu-
ment, was detailed to KP duty. '
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Rev, O\TENrH-IITFIEID, alleged Communist and negro preacher, from

Kirksville, HMissouri, waj scheduled to lecture at the gchool, but for scme

reason was unable to keep the enpagement. Dr. FLEMING ALES, Dean of Theol-
ogy at Sewanee University, was a dinner guest on one ofcasion at Highlander,
and —at one time acted as arbitrator betweem Highlander Folk
School and the Grundy County Crusaders in stopping an altercation in which
the Grundy County Crusaders were reported to be planning a march against
Highlander,

qthe 1ibrary material st Highlander, which is
available to the student group, sponsors the doctrine of Commumism, and

de avai
a large portion of the material is exbremely liberal in substance,

the school is apparently very short of funds
at the present time, as reflected by M‘.{LES HORTON's constant att.empts to re~

s % duce the operating expenses, and by the faet that the food rations were cut
= 3 short during the last week of the school,

28 The following is a list of students vho attended the Summer
Session at Highlander_ ingluding their hame addresses and the
"4 union or industry whi&h they represented: \

g ) NAME HOME ADDRESS UNION OR INDUSTRY
ig £ United Auto Jorkers

| S

b

o Sugar Yorker

F?E -

E"’ . Surar Tyorker

AF of L Tobacco ‘iorker,

Brown and “Jiiliamson.
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Tobacco
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NAME HOME ADDRESS UNION OR BJDUSTRI
Teaches, Negro Gramar 8chool

e

Brown & 7illiamson, AF of L,
Tobacco worker.

Tobacch
g !

Bugar Yorker Union Organizer

Professor from Black
Mountain College, Black
Vountain, North Carolina I

AF of L /

/
Axton - IMischer Tobacco Co.

AF of L.

The following is a list of some of the alumni of the High-
lander Folk School, includ:.ng a rcport on their present employment and activ-

ity in union work, this being taken from the Hinth Annual Report of the High-
lander rolk School for the year 1941: .
. JE nlair is now representative of the imalzamatod Clothing

Workers America in North Zarolina.

J. D.Yradford was elected International Vice-president of
the Lime, sum and Cement Torkers of the . F. of L.

!.Ia_xt.on{{:hampion was put in charge of work with Tradz Unions
in Atlantaﬁror the 7PA Yiorkers! Scrvice Progran.

‘.-?:i.llia:nt;illis helped negotiate a contract for textile mill
workeTs iliere he is employed at High Point, N. C. '

Bettye Goldstein helped in organizational caapaign of main-
tenancc workers at &uith Colleges

_6 -
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‘v oo i 1natdian rlaceas durdne a stri
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of hosierylworkers, New QOrleans, and is mow a CI0 organizer,

Charle;{ﬁandy is active in the Washington committee of
Highlander, &nd has completed his law studies.

, Dillardl'}(ing was work supervisor for the sumner work camp.

IattF:ynch is in charge of organization for the American
Federatioh oi Hosiery Yorkers, Tri-State Area.

Durwarqt:ch&niel was elected to the Highlander staff and
will Serve as Arecutive Secretary for the school.

MartinfKnowlton recoived the Croix de Guerre for bra\[_gx{
under Tire,fas an amopulance driver in Syria and Africa.

Franceg lioser was clected chairman of her hosiery workers
local, Char e, Hls Cs

BarncyiMorcl-is a merber of the CID staff ana gives half

it i 3 -
his timc to e edvcational vrozran in New Orle
Highlanderts exténsinsn sorvice,

C
g
d
S

Bemid(Schmidt has becn active in educational work among the
stcel vorkgrs of Cincinnati. He is secretary of his SVOC local
and edits 4 lively little shop paper. Dernie originated the idea
of the Friends of Highlander membership cards to be sold by the
alumni- for %1.00 as a means of raising scholarship funds,

P Theo Vanlazidingha::{ vas elected secrctcry of his Ford local
" in McAphib, and Chaiman of the Industrial Union Council,

Je R.!’.Tattﬂers has been elected recording secrctary of his

b [PURPE Ly T BT e LRI mwed M ML o mra Vi Mo s aa . TR A
100 UL Ol WIT j‘-{J-.Ilb’, Friddil a4 ol LeI JDI‘KBI‘S, beboemer, WA ADAE o

Pa%?inn is now president of his Mine, Hill and Smelter
TTorkers ldcal, Lyles, Tennessee,

y '
Emil‘;illimptz is on the CIO staff under Paul Christonher,
of the Terdnessee State Industrial Union Council, and editor of
the Tennessee CIO paper,Y
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S known to be opposed to Come
munism advised upon contact that he had consented to lecture on one occasion
at the Highlander Folk School during the Summer Session, on the Wage and Hour
Act; that it was the policy of the Department of Laber to interpret the Jage
and Hour Act to a labor group whenever possible, and he knew that refusal

cn his part to ad.ress the group at lighlander would be "played up! by the
school. {iPstated that he was acquainted with }YLES HORTON, present pres-
ident of the sehool, ancd JAES DOMBROVSKI, former president, and presently
Feerving as exccutive secretawy for the Southern Conference for Human Welfare,
|with headquarters at Toom 504 and 507, Presbyterian Building, Nashville, Ten-
nessee. He believes both of them to be extreme liberals and entirely in sym-
nathy with Communism; however, he doubts whether either of them are card bear-
« ing nembers of the Communist Party, inasmuch as both HORTON and DOLBROVSKI
\probably feel they have more to gain in their rospective ficlds by remaining
as fellow travelers instcad of maintaining card bearing rclationship with the
iiommunist Party.

JAMES DOIBROTSKI prescptly naintains residence at the Koel
otel, Nashville, Tennessee, and has recently gone te Washington, D. C. and
ilew Vork in an attempt to raise acditional funds for the Southern Conference
for Kuman “Jelfare. No further iuformacion is teing set forth in this report
r_garding DOVDBROTSKI inasmuch as his activities are being covered in a sep-~
~rate case entitled "Southern Conference for Human Jelfars", File 100-92, and
sn individual file on JAMES DOMBROTSKI, Internal Security ~ C, Kemphis File
1001293,

Refercnce repert contains a lead to contact Rev., JOIN C.EHSOR

* Yethodist Minister, 1203 Pirdsal Street, 0ld Hickory, Tennessee, concerfing

the signed statementshe is reported to have concerning the Pighlander Folk
Sshool. Rev, EWSOR was contacted by Speeial Agent Fiﬂ an ef-
fort to obtain these 36 affidavits, and it was learned thct they are presently
in thc possedsion of the.chief attbriey for the leading coal mine company in
Tracy City, Tennessee, Rev. ENSOR was unable to furnish either the name of
+%. company or the name of the attorney; however, it is believed that they
z2n be obtained from this information. He indicated that thesc affidavits
<ncluded photorraphic copies of cancelled checks mailed to Highlander Folk
»chool from Russia, and one check from ADOLF HITLER in Germany. ‘

JLIES EARDIN, Secrotary to Governor PREN®ICR COOFPER, was ton-
tacted regarding the file compiled by tho committee of American Legion for
tho State of Tenncssce, alleged to have been placed in the custody of the Gov-
ornor. HARDIN statcd that this file was not prescntly in the custody of the

-
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povernor's office, but that he would make an attempt to locate it and would
immedi{ately advisc the writér upon locating the same. He further advised
that the file had not been kept up to date, and probably contained very lite-
tle informatioh subsequent to 1938. .

The following list —sets forth the -

£ aculty of the Highlander Folk School;

'MYLES HORTON, President _ .
DUX i4ARD McDANIEL, Executive Secretary
LOUISE*’ICD Al'TEL, Secretary
MARY Li THENE '
I.IARI.*L*STENZEL
LEON 7ILSON, Propaganda R

T ELIZABTTHJURNER, Librarian

) ‘—r‘/ -
OLIVEXGL%‘E, Assistant Librarian, 2323 Ferticth Dlace, WW,
Tashingcton, D. C.

CAROLYHIY i TNKLESTEIN
*W WILLIAM ELKUS, Research

=3 . Visitors at the Highlander Folk School, d >
L 3 o scb out below:
L]
, - 8 . VIRGINIA DURR, Alexandria, Virginia (visitor for two wecks)
é ALEXAND T‘;ED, River Road, Ruwason, N. J. (Professor at
;% ; ; Black Mountain College, Black lfountain, ¥. C.)
. 4 ; , ~—
£ ; G. BJMARLOE, Jr. Route 1, Box 1h2, Tracy City, Tecnn.
. % “AITRRJNORTON, Louisville, Kentucky
P :"‘-.s

LEOYARDJLORING, CIO Organizer, Chicago, Illinois.
DILLI_L‘?.D,‘RII-IG, Yonteagle, Tennessee

e ER10N F*\JOHNSON, Carondelet Branch, YMCA, St. Louis, Missowi.

-9 -
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. Dr. FLEMING JAMES, Dean from Sewanee University,
3d Sewannee, Tennessee

HOLLIS REID, Memphis, Tennessee

Luc ;;L‘-LSON, YICA, Atlanta, Georgia (Public Relations Director
for CI0)

L=TIS JONES (Negro), Fisk University, .Nashville, Tenn.
JA'ES DUXBRO B¥I, Executive Secretary, Southern Conference

for Human Jelfare, 506,7 Presbyterian
Building, Nashville, Tennessee

MARTY T.TKIME, Private, Camp Forrest, Tullahoma, Tennessee,’
: - (Formzr CIO orga.nizers

effect that
the National Sponsoring Committee, headed by lirs. ELRANORKIQOSEVELT,is join-
ing the Executive Council and Staff of the Highlander Folk School ¥ issuing
invitations to the 10th Anniversary Csiebration, to be held Sunday, October
25, 19L2 &%t the Highlander Folk School, lonteagle, Tennessee., This eelebra-
Lion will) include an address,"Unifvirg tne Home Front for Victory) as well
as pusic, games and a barbecue, aeco.dinz Lo the inviistion, and will bz an
213 odny affair,
The National Sponsoring Cwmaittee is listed as follows, as set
out on the reverse side of the invitation to this celebration:

Xrs., ELEAIOR ROOSZVILT

Lirs. HUGO*BLAGK

AR U e ol - vl

A ‘
Irs. MARY T.RNORTON, Committee on Labor, House of
’ Representatives \

¥ i‘ ls_a‘fll : "

viss PTLDNS!ITH, Consultant in Labor Education,
Federal “Yorks Agency

?5;;'1- ﬁ
v
rw Senator ELRZAT D_.'#T-IOI'MS
N CLIFFORD DUAR, Federal Communications Commission
P '
b ¥ VIRGINIA DURR, National Comittec to Abolish the Poll ax

200IRYBALDTIY, Anerican Civil Liberties Union

JUES PECAREY, Secretary, CIO -




urs. ET:{E:L*LYDE

WILLIA! F.JBOCHRAN

GEORGEYEDWARDS, Detroit City Council
e

Hrs. EDI
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B m .
Dr. GEORGEJGUEST, Past Pres. Society for Pediatric Research
Mrs. HAKRY u.ﬁmsr{ou

__———FRANK P{GP.AH.‘«\M
A, D.*Hmo:nson,' Pres. Antioch College
Dr. LILTAN 77, oSO

~>  CHA! JOHNSON, Fisk University

MARGARET ONT

GEORGEJMARSHALL, Mational Fedrration for fonstitutional
Liberties -

Mrs. GEORGE_“‘"‘TS?{GLI.
GEQORGE N .*'*U‘JH-:."H, Vanderbilt Univercity
{TLMA Y 'cFARLAND, Editor, Child Life

CAREYY i TTLLIALS
LUCY SPRAGMZITCI—ZELL, nank Street School
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The Executive Council of the Highlander Folk School as listed
on the aforementioned invitation is as follmrs- :

BERNARDEBORAH, !Iat. Council Gas, Coke & Chemical workers (%) )

aWniry
Yfl.RD kc LL‘JAG}{MI, i e-pIes, & Southern

PiUL R. ’JRISTOPHER, Pres., Tennessee State JUC-CIO

WILLI H .k?;s;-mmn, Dist, Dir. United Steelworkers of America
1 -\ ‘l

\ - :
JOZEO0BNS ,’ Chairman Organizing Committee, Chattanooga
Central Labor Union

LUCY 7 NDOLPIJ:i.S0l, Public elations Rep. IO

Gmmﬁwnm, Vande:bilt University

FRZD cimpﬁm, Repienal CI0 Directer, New Orleans
HOLLIS REIL, Lezislative Mep. Rallroad Frotherhoods

fasy 2 0 Avemar
{(#) in the lrmy.

A cony of this invitation is being retained in the file of the
emphis Field Division. '
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Report of Special .’\gentF Re: HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL
Nemphis, Tennessee, 10-2 INTERMAL SECURYTY — C
UNDEVELOFED LEADS | « T
£
THE MEMPHIS FIELD DIVISION . ®
LT NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE ' 3

# Will conduct investigation to ascertain if pPr. ALBERTAB.R-
NETT, Professor of Theology, Scarritt College, and Dr. GEQRGERLLYHEW, HRrofes-
sor of Religion, Vanderbilt Uriversity, who are mcmbers of thq Executive Com-
mittee of the Highlander Fcli School are engaged in any Communistic activities,

9111 recowtact S8
tive to the file regarding Highlande
of the imerican legion for the State

1anxn,'seoretany to the Governor, rela-
alk School, compiled by the Committee
{f Tennessee.

AT MERFHT s, TEANESSED

hc may have c¢onterning the dighlander Folk School, and his present relation-
ship with the school.

- PENUDING -
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