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To; ¥r.John Edgar noover,nac..ngton Tenn. . .
.. . Bubject;Highlander Folk School,V¥onteagle Tepn. ' ' e ,
;;gg@g Your attention is respectfully called to the cozmunistic activities

. of The Highlancder Folk School of Eonteagle Tenn. In a letter of March B,ISx°
=i <you instructec the writer that since xthere is no Federal statute in regard
s ~= ~to euch activities that the Bureau was unable to investigate. This 1s very .

"unfortunate indeed. Thie school ie a Hot-bed of communiem and anarchy., This
- 8 ‘15 proven by the part taken by its members in the strikes at Harrimam Tean.
atey Tenn. and at the present at Rockwood Tenn. It is the opinion of the
- writer that this school ehould be investigated. .If ié were possible an '
. agent of the Dept.should be sent there ¥ ae a stucent. He would find that
! =& statute was being violatec-possibly TREASON. .
' The writer has no axe to grind,and is asking for nothing. He does
not know a eingle member of the faculty nor the name of a etudent in this
Hizhlancder Folk School. But he knowe enough about this inettétution to know
L tha* there is something radically wrong. Also he le a great adwirer of Thx
. Director of The Federal Bureau of Investigation. He is proud of the recorce
¢ npf The Dept.of Justice since J.Edgmr Hoover became its head. He approves .
>f the action 0f The President in not permitting politicians to remove ¥r.
¥anver ae the Director. While M¥r.lMcKellar is an adrired friend; the writer
ie apposed to hie attitude in regard to cutting the app$ooptiations for
.11s Dept. Therefore bhie letter ie written in the spirlt of a lopal
¢itizen and an ex-goldier. The nativeeg here are a loyal pecple. But this’
~¢1nved Eaet Tenn. is being "Honey-combed” witl gommuniem and anarchy. And ’
tme Highlander Folk School is the hot-bed. A l
T —KJC—- .
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i,‘}': -k 3 ;oo 1 sieh to acknoslsdge rovceipt of your lstter dated
: il g5, 1926, furnishigg s.ditional informstion relstive
| $. o the slleged conmmistic ectivitios being curried on in
_ “v- the Highlender Folk felool, Monten;le, TJenessee, indicat-
¥ ook _ o 4Ang thet s spyestigation bty thiz Eurdsu may diselose that
) -5 saae §9 a violetiom of & Yedersl leme .
‘-“~ Y " As you ware previously ecvised, thie Buresu is &v-
y : thorized by Elatuts to coniuct iprestigetions in c.ses whase
there if & violution of a ‘soceific Federel lawe in the
abpence of sy euch indicetion I regrel that no sctico oan
be Laken by tuis buresu relutife theretos :
’_’_- I apxecicte, ht;zcm, your interest in furniching
’ this infornution £ a6y AS well as your frimmdly oomaen t
a5 to the accozylishaents of this Lureaie ,
¥ ; .
VYory truly yours, . /‘"‘_
. —m ; __John Pdgar Hoover, T, A
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. “»”_ “ THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT MEMPHIS TENNES")EE . ‘ ‘ FILE NO. 61_3

R ot el > 3 - i

REPORT MADE AT | AT wHEN Mase Lﬁ.&".‘.’.’“& REONT MADE Y ’@76/
VEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 1-29-40 | 1-19-40 Y
it o) teagie .

e e B SUBVERSTVE ACTTVITIES
= NS ’ | (COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES)
3R S | ~ . . 7
‘ T % SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Copy of speech dalivered 'b§ Jaees (0 o Ty
o I ‘School at Hillsboro Presbyterian Church, 1;‘30\_, Lo

o : ‘ November 19, 1939 and at the Chapel, S T
‘ Doctor's Building, Nashville, lennesses, . e
Ry November 20, 1939, furnished Kemphis A A

7 Office. Additional names listed therein - )

of persons connected with Highland Folk
School, on whom N.T. cards submitted.

AL JTp—_

REFERENCE: Report of Special Agent

_ Memphis, Tennessee, dated 11-13-39. o '
S\ S 4%
\‘" - DETAIISs AT NASHVILIE, TE‘”’ES;,“J;
Q ' 1 As noted by reference report, the Highland Folk

School is alleged to be communfstic and the names of all
persons mentioned in a series of newspaper articles appear-
ing, in the Nashville, Tennessee "Tennessean" newspaper as
having some connection with the school have been submitted
to the Bureau on Nationalistic Tendency ecards.
N A
P On January 19, 1940 @ ] i
E AL o vho ranifested a keen dislike for persons
- ik engaged in subversiwe.activities, stated that some ome had
T -“Jdr furnished him a mimeopgraphed eopy-embodying a summary of.a =
: At 2N discussion by JAMES DOMBRUWSKI, Chairman, Highland Folk.. =~
3 B ; m”‘?}g ‘ 2
V

et e d TEchool, delivered gt _the Hillsboro Presbyterian Church on
& - {l1 Ai:ﬁ "~y '\351 "LE c - :_‘-' :.—“ S ]
ot T T L v T a
e . A?;::fguﬁe'\c/\/: ]QJ( ‘Al M e | ~ DO NOT WHRITE IN THESK SPACKS : ‘{5&;
Rt [ = s R = i v
- 3 LA gs// 4o keB
, \,7'{{’,{-&:( COPIES OF THIS REPORT ‘ - : K “
v ¥ 5 Purem bt R
b <% 2 - Loulsville - ,JAN 31 Auiw.
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November 19, 1939, and in the Chapel, Doctor's Building,

Nashville,

November 20, 1939, which mimeographed copy he

furnished to Agent. The names of persons mentioned in the

address have been checked, and it is noted that the follow-

ing persons were mentioned on whom Nationalistic Tendency
cards have not beep previously prepareds B

both of whom are mentioned as officers of the Alumni Asso-
ciation of the Highland Folk School and who are mentioned
as persons in possession of the Thanksgiving weekend reports
covering the activities of the alumni who were present at

the Homecoming at the Highland Folk School. All others are

listed as composing the Advisory Committee of the Highland
Folk School, namelyt '

DR. REINHOL{?{«EBUHR, Chairman, ; . e
Union Theological Seminary; R
X

DR. ARTHUR SWIFT;

.\*,
MISS MARY VAN KLEECK, Director of Industrial Studies,

Russell Sage Foundation;

DR. GEORGE S. COUNTS of the Teachers College and
President of the American Federation of Teachers;

A _
ROGER BALDWIN, Director, =~ . ..
American Civil Liberties Unlon; "

& . .
DR. SHERWOOD EDDYj

MR. anz\mnm., Analgamated Clothing Vorkers of

America;

The Reverend WILLIAY FFORD, Director, Church
League of Industrial lemocracy.
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B Additional copies of the Nationalistic deancy'“' B
’ card have been made covering
; /7/ , and same are being to
s the bouisville Division for its informs tion. ‘

Nationalistic Tendency cards on all persons 1isted
above are being submitted to the Bureau.

ENCLOSURES: TO THE BUREAU

Mimeographed copy of a summary of a speech by
JAMES DOMBROWSKI, delivered at Nashville, Tennessee November

19 and 20, 1939.

70 THE LOUVISVILIE FIELD DIVISION

Three ciies of Nationalistic Tendency card on
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The Thilosorhy and Program of the Highlander Folk Scheol.
# summary of e discussion by Jemes Dombrowski, Cheirmen,
“ighlender Folk Scheol, at the Hillsboro Tresbyterian
Church, Movember 19th, end in the “hepel, Dector's Build-
ing, Nashvills, Tennessee, November 2°th, 193%.

1. One importamt motivetion of the majority of those who
have been responsible for the Highlander Felk Schoel has
been the attempt to relate religious idealism to the
social problems of to-day, particularly to relate the
social aspirations of religion and of the labor movement.

2, This concern for social justice stands ad the heart of
the prorhetic Febrew Christian religion as set fortih by
such men as Bishop Crundwig, the spiritual father of the
Danish Folk Schools, Welter Reuschenbusch, ‘Harry F, Yard,
Reinhold Niebuhr, and Bisho» Francis J, McTonnell.

3. The Sociel Gospel is the term used to designate the
type of religious thought expounded by these thinkers. -
They emphrsize the importence of the sociel fector in the
development of character. The saivetion of the individual,
rccording to this school of theolopy, is impossible apart
from the ss’vstion of the whole of rotiety.

4. ? definition of religzion universrllv rcceptable would
be most difficult to formulate, seid Dr, John Benton in
his recent inaugural address es Deasn of the “chool of Re-
ligion of Venderbilt University. Put it is epreed gener-
nlly thet religlon is present whenever we confront the
brute facts of reality with an idesl, or as he put it,
whenever we are aware of the bension between what is and
what ourht to be.

5. The "as is5"-Southern workers {thet fncludes most of us’
number thirteen million, 42% on farms, 197 in fuctories,
with en income averaging a half of that of the rest of the
netion. Yith a fourth of the population, the south has

two-thirds of the tenants. A tenant earns %73 a year par
person, & sharecropper from %38 to $73 per person. Tn 1935
50”7 of all the women in industry in Tennessee made less
than %12 a week. A survey of the femilies removed to make
way for the Worris dam area showed zn average annual cash
income per family of $5C. There are five million forgotten
people in the southern mount:ins. living standards are
commensurate with thet income. The average annusl expendi-
ture per family for meat end veret tles is %231, in the
south 1t is less thut %150, end in Yississirpl 1t is 473,

One out of five houses In the rural south “as no toilet of
uny kind, The avercge annuel exnenditure for the educetion
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of & gouthern child is only one-helf of the average for
the netion; for a Negro child it is only one-ninth. Be-
cause of the poll tax politicel democracy is denied to
two-thirds of the population. Economic democracy (coll-
ective bargaining) is restricted even more stringently.

6. The world that "ought to be"-These conditions must be
excmined in the light of government research as to poten-
tial living standards if all the idle capital, plants and
man-power were put to work. Conservative estimates place
the potentinl income at $4,500 for every family in the
United States. 'fe may now be sure of one disturbing fact-
poverty is now entirely voeluntary. This fact should haunt
every Christian concerned with establishing a just society,
every citizen interested in & rational scciety, and all of
us seeking to safeguard democracy. Democracy means free-
dom , and we are not free until we liberate 8ll of the
potentinl material and spiritusl resources of our nation.

7. The labor movement, with its lebor press, nine million
members of unions, and co-operatives, end effiliated bodies
1s the backtone of the progressive movement secking to
change the present order end to esteblish o more just end
ethicel society. Orgonized lsbor brings immedicte practi-
crl geins to those who need it most. These benefits may be
summerized:

o. By raising wages ond living stendr-ds.

b. Initieting and enforcing social legislation.

c. Giving dignity to workers; nc longer regarded as mere
"hends®.

d. Makes democracy work in the economic field through
collective burguining.

e, Bringing educational and cultural services to workers.

f. Giving concrete expression to the religious ideals of
service and brotherhood which otherwise find but little
practical outlet in the hurly-burly competitive world.

Thus for rational as well us ethical reusons religlon needs
lobor. And a vitel concern by religion for the interests of
labor would be the best sufegusrd asgainst a complecent, com-
fortable middle class dissipating its ethienl interests in

mere generulities, We need to nprly the Social Creed to the
Churches,

/
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The Frogrom
of FFS.

£, Pesident Program-

{2) ®ur-ose- To provide a culturcl and educational center
for the tr-ining of « native leedership for the southern
letor movement.

(b Progr.m- Two resident terms e verr, eech lasting six
wzeks. Tn the p:st these heve coe in the summer and
winter. In 1940 the resident terms will be held in the
Spring =nd Fall. This will le: ve the summer free for
week-end institutes for loccl end internationel unions.

The students cre carcfully selected by the educational
committces of their unions or co-operatives. There ure

no formal educutional requirements other than the ability
to resd cnd write and 2 desire to serve the lubor move-
ment. One or two collegc students cre accepted ecch term
but such studunts must plun to work full time in the lubor
movement or in social work. In the Wintoer Term of 1939

27 students cams from ten southern stontes, from San Antonioc

to Richmend and represcnted 9 internctional unions.

The courses are groupecd in two categories: first, the prae-
ticul "tool® courses im the work of the union, c.g. public
specking, =nd parliamentory luw, trode union problums, jour-
nalism, mimeogriphing, poster muking; end secondly, the
brekground wnd cultural courses such as drumeties, economies,
folk duncine cnd group singing, history and recreactionnl pro-

grems.

The mcthods are a combinction of lectures, discussion and
work-sho~. The mucterinl as for -8 possible is besed on

the exvericnce of tho students. “1rsses ere informnl. Tn
the work-shop cl-.ss students experiment with visur~l moter-
irls, reducing moteriuls from their clrsses rnd experlence
to grephic form in charts, posters, etc. S~mrles of this
matoris]l will be secr in the verious nublications of the
class in Snglish und Journclism. (see the publication list
of HFSY., There is on cttempt to relcte the .metericl from
the various classcs, for excmple, the dromctics group wrote
publishcd end produced five pleys this summer. The dramutic
metericl w.s drawn from the students' exporience and from

their discussions in union problems, economics wnd Work-shop
clisses.

L

Speciul lecturcrs augment tho rogular teuching stoff during
¢ resident torm. About twenty-five or thirty prominent pro-
gressive lecders of tho south drawn from labor, governmental

e et e e i STY W e P T s o . . . e —————
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T 'f;fj‘! and eivic groups discuss various espects of community and
o lcbor problems. These discussions with many of the south's
ﬂgﬂ%ﬁi&ﬁiq locding progressive figures is In itself a 1liberal educa-

tion. A complete list of the visiting lecturers during
the Summer Torm of 1939 wcs publishnd in the Fall numbor
of the Hiphlonder Fling.

B, Cormur.ity Program-

(c) Purpese- To preserve and enrich the indigenous cul-
turcl trcditions of the scuthern mountnins; through de-
mocratic end co-operative procedure to seck actively the
solution of bzelec community problems.

(b\ The program-is of an imformr 1l nature fellowing the
procedurcs of scttlement houses -rd of the Dnnish Folk
Schools. The nctivities arc suggested bty the community,
limited only by the intcrests of th~ group -rd the skills
of the st:ff. These zctivitics for th: most part consist
of cultural and recrontioncl groups, ».g., plano lessons,
voice culture, group singing, dramatics, merionette and
puppet mrking, librory scrvie, hikes wnd athletlcs, commu-
nity nowsp.per, folk duncing, discussion groups, co-opcra-
tive projects, nursery schoocl. Not all of these interost
groups are m:intaincd simultuncously, but vary cccording
to the resources of the st ff.

The co-nperative idznl is stresscd ns the best instrument
through which to develop community consrinusness, self-
reliance, troining in democratic methods, and through which
the resources of the community mry be mede to yleld the

best returns. The nursery sthool, for excmple, is o co-
operctive community project. FEightecn children cre enrolled:
FPorents have gontritatcd through their own initistive and
solicitation smrll sums for the fucl supplies, nlthough all
erc on relief; young men mede the benches ~nd equlpment;

young, girls helpsd with supervision until VYA cid wes secured.

A ccmmunity discussion group hes beer mecting eontinususly

for over r yecr. The problems grow cut of the experlence

of the grou~. In discussing their owr situation they grrnd-

- - _ uclly got some understarding rnd insights inte the lerger

: g;—f e preblems of the notion, After an extend d study of the

oL K philosophy trnd methods of the co-operrtive movement, the

' group is row attonpting to ruisc some working cepitnl for

i & co-opnretive. Pumege scles of old clethes ure held oneo
¢ month. The lest sulc wes nttendcd by 50 femllies from
the vt.lley, the surroundirg coves rnd the mountnin, In this
wey clothes are distributed to the needy ct slight cost, und
gredunlly the basis for o so-operatlive is being esteblished,

7
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This discussion group 1s exrerimenting with book-makin<,.
Simrle pamphlets have been mide from materials furnished
by the g oup, newspaner clippings, certoons, etc., which
S vre mounted in pamphlet form end cirruleted emong the
ST sy membershipr. The subjects cov=r Surnlus Commodities,
Soci-) Security Laws, Wage and Hour Act,the Poll Tax,etec.

C. Fxtension Proersm

7

Purpose-To essist li'or grou~s within the erea served
> by the schoel %o develep culturel ond educetionnl programs.
. S (v} Progrum-The services to unions are of a veried mature,

s : consisting of occusionul lectures, to o s5ix wesks' insti-
' tute. Librory services are extend:d to neighboring indi-
vidu.ls und groups. FEolp is given with recrc.tional pro-
grams; muterials ure furnished for drumstic programs ond
discussion groups.

used by lecil and intcornetionul unions

- 1s

itutes, especinlly during thc summor menths.
An effert is mnde to maintain o permuanent relutionshirn with
our zlumni and to cssist them to develop within thoir groups
educationnl and cultural progrums. At the Homecoming ot
Highlender ot Thanksgiving weck-end reports were mude of the
ectivities of ths alumni present. (These reports vre in the
proczss of being mimeographed end moy be hed from the offi-
csrs of the Alumni Associatien, ¥r. V-thew Iynch, 417% Church ], .,
Street, Mushville, and Mrs. Christine Basnson, NMilbertsville, e
Kv., ¢’0 T. V. A.)

Tort V. loc. tion-Highlander is locuted in the community of Summer-

Orgrnization ficld, two miles from Montsugle on the Trrcy City Fighway.

end Tersonnel It is 5" miles from Thatt noore, 90 from ¥ushville, in Grundy

- ) Tounty cn the Cumberland Flcteru.

o A Prop.rty-The origin.l grint of propertv on which Highl.nder I

- =i} w.s locuted wi.s mude by Dr. 1illicn 8, Johnson, of Memphis, —

- - Tenn. Dr Johnson built the 1.rgc house in 1919 and curried ’
g on & progr:n of community cduc.ticn until 1932 when she mude
4 it uv. {luble to Highlundor.

e ffi' Stuff-The stuff consists of seven full timc rosidonts:
v o Willizm Buttrick, Duke University, teocher of economics,
- Secretury;
. ‘a_ 2 Junes Dombrowski, B.Fh,, Emcry University, B.D., Union Thoo-
—— e logic:.l Semin.ry, Ph.D., Columbi. University, tcacher of
: history, Ch.irman;
Myles Horton, B.A., Cunberlond University, University of
Chicugo, Intorn:tion:l Feoples Collcge, touwchor of union
preblems, Educationr.l Direcctor.

/0
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Z11pnic Horton, B.d., M.A., Coilcge of the Oztrks, tecacher
of musiso and dramatics; _
Clnudin Lewis, B.A., Rcid College, Director of Nursery o

Schocl;
Yery Lawrance, B.A., Duko Univorsity, Community Workor;

Janc Lewson, B.A., V.ssor College, Office Scerotary.

Advisory Committee; Tho Ch:irmen is Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr,
of Union Thoologicil Scminary; other members nre Dr. Arthu
Swift, Miss Mary Va:n Kleeck, Dircctor of Tndustrial Stud-/‘

. A

ies, Pusscll Swge Found:.tion; Dr. George 5. Counts, of

Te- chers Collezc znd Presidont of the Americen Federation/ 7.~
of Terch:ra, Roger Baldwin, Director Americin Civil Libe { °7
orties Union; Dr. Sherwood Eddy; Wr. Fr-nz Daniel, Amu.l-
rometed Clothing Workors of fmcvice; the Reverend Willi,

:Spofford, Dircetor Church Leasgue of Industrial Democracy.

" Finunces-Tho aschool is fin.nced by contributions fronm
individu.ls, unions, church greups, student groups. The
budget in 1939 wis $10,000, A few of the stronger unions
provide scholzrships but for the most port the school
must provide schol.rships of $100 e.ch Tor the six wocks'
term. Studonts m.king $1C und $15 a weck ure not ina :
position to pay thuoir cwn wey.

Somc support huas coas fren the Willim €, “hitncy Foun-
dztion and the Christicn Socicl Justicc Fund, but most

of tho noncy comoes from voluntary centributions from
individu.ls. Thorc nre 550 individunl contributors, most
o whom nak: annw.l centributions. They include teichors,
ministers, business men nnd workors. '

Otriously the schoél ecould not m.ncge on such - smull
buget if the stuff recoivaed remunerction commcnsurate.”
wih the services rondercd. Staff members serve on ¢
nubtenance besis. o :

=
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' Mr J.Edgar Hoover,
Wash.ington, I.C.

Dear Mr Hoover,
Recently I sent Jou some elippings

e
about the Highlander Folk School end I ap herewith
8ending you anothars — o rasnl

H
It seems to me tat this Gothe shomld be

" investigated-c I sugge st that he might be“asked*
to return to Germany--- .

1

' Could yom not cbo;:erate with Mr biea
in having some trusted Joung peorle attend these
.. oampg? |

|

We need to clean ount our oounfry from
within more than we meod battle ships, :

Best wishes to you and for your work

N

¥ost sing erely,

4/ 157/-13

JFEDERAL BUREAU OF 1:1v=STIGATION

1 MAY 22794 |
U.S. DEPRRTIZZAT OF JSTICE
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| L % May 18, 1940
— Page s

T GOTHETODIRECT
i NEW TYPE CAMP|
* AT MONTEAGLE

Youth Congress Leader’ ' ;
. Attends Workers’ Edu- PO _—
- catipn Meet Here . .

Richapd Gothe, one of the leadeis’ AP

the fAmerican Youth Congress, M ’
which freated such a stir in Wash- . ., '
. ngion,{D. C., some months ago h -

denouncing certain phases of Roose- . - ' M -

‘weit’s Administration, is In Chatta-| - . 'i_)U!:) . »
. hooga etiending the Conference of S -

Z kery. Educstion to be held hcre1

mrday *znd Sunday. | - )
(:othe wtid his attendance at thu[ '
crentes is more or less a coin-:
ence, s his real purpose is ! . -
nme for establishment of a ‘worka
> - in Mighiander Folk School!
' \-- 1l !
seany. e said, will be sel p,
i. fri- i3y in the month of Aug. .
Lot e £ weels, and (will
12004 by *25 young workers and
l'ne* who  will work, study and .
la o iny thi: ‘period. He is expecled
mrud the-school,
. i L xhe stid the idea of “wk
. 1 was donceived last year with
z? ‘ s . ‘yment of first camp at West ’ . :
| : o N ¥.ton the Hudson He - . . -
v - iefe am now five such camps Cr
1 tdis country, one- near . .
. . . +7qio; one In New York .
: v “h Oregon. and the one to M
LS > #s . - § here in Tennessee at. - -

LA

TR :

Y-k -

¢

]

A NSLRTY e

E

‘m: -L“'LDN EXPLAINED . . -
&, nTe - yhow students are se- . ¥
‘el __goe ‘these summer camps, ’ . :
k3¢ hserted that the sponsors U i
ske talks ot different schools and »
"-Jepes and invile studenis to par- i
PR .épau ;{\ these camps, which, he
, are operated somewhat on
hne asg similur camps in Scan-
in touplries. The ldea is also
-, hs pointed out, to 14
J ‘have Been established by
» ‘lcan Friends Service Commi

g Qukeroust ) ALL INFORMATION CONTAINEQ
e e iates o bl HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

¢ n Ta DATE 240! BY:
f
¥

R A,

»‘ [h .

comment on the European .. -
“uation, Gothe stated it {s “too| = PSS
vel o tell just .
afand it will
before 4
ot the 1

Lk\ fo M.vles
. \ ‘,vl' of i Righlande
' i ' #nd other represents

phool here in attenj] T .
Workeu Education Sent in b,:
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N yo May 18, 1940 ot
' . v £ Fage B . Mr. Toleos . .oooonae
. ' ’ U ta ' L - [ 1 . Wr. Nathan ___....._
et > & — T : - T._- m;.r.b'ra-ml.{‘
Leaders of Workers' Conference i

£

' aw. "oma poees of B 3
ARL LT AT MOIGC Gy JEAQE

‘4§ presiding ovér confercnce;

‘tion of Hosiery Workersy Philadelphia; ' Mrs. Louise
%_d_;ri Swn-e. School, Asheville, N. C., and Edward F.
G Federaton of Hosiery Workers, and’ Tennessee d

PR E . r it = N s - - - - ) -

? 5 wno are nerc io pariiscipaie in the Workers’ Educatio -

: {cre_nce which gpened 2 two-day session j ot
‘1o righi, John Martin, Southern
ion; Miss Edna Brown, chairman

e Y
~MISS WOODS 3.3
’{ Helen Woods, Uniled Sta “§
{ s, partment of Labor, in e .3
g ‘wage and hour division in tl.
L i&tion. was scheduled to address ..
f«‘,ﬂ conference, but {4 was mnnounce:
%@ Saturday that she will not be here
+| Baldanze {s locked upon az o
gt Mof the youngest union executive:
i :n this country. He began his un
W on activities at 17 years, waen he
Rhioined United Mine Workers i
Pennsylvania and has had an active
. union career ever since that time
Chattan9oga Satu_rdey morning. They are, left Legving coa! field, be worked in :
rector.|International Ladies’ Garment Workers' Un-Paterson. N. J., dyeing plant fromw
iorkfrs’ Education Commiiiee, of Chatianooga, who!%7 to 1933, when he became gctive
Lawrence 'Rogin, educational q'i{ector,!American Federg, " forming the Dyer's Yederation, :

it

: €T8; bart of United Textile Workere
eonard IcL_ar r, director JSout -:£ hoad remained active in the
allaghan, vice-president,/Ameri-T, W. U. A,

ector, T. W..U. A,, Chattanooga. ']

(OXER'S OPEN

1-0AY SESSION
ELECUCATION

qt.!'iéi'n“‘Group Takes

Us2 of Teaching to

ss ™ T L]
:.;'np s':m:d Unions

PR
group of labor leaders from
rersl Bouthern siates assembled
if Cnanenooga Saturday for B two-
torfrrence 1o consider the
eral theme, “How Workers' pdu_-‘
on Can Help Build the Union.
U'hough buth the CIO and AFL
participathg in this meeting,
«;ei] us some independent uniobs.
visiting delcgates are g-r:egoﬂd-
teiv mthlizied with the CiU. 3
leo g Wulrknzie, executive vicer
¢ ddent - of ¢he Texille Worker's
iy of Arevica, headquarters 1.
wr Wory i ar.e of the outstanding
akers. Hs was en route to Chat-
& [ ] rday
o!.}s ." - Bﬁ%uet Satu

v
"

D

S

b

L ua bl

iy

! 4ght at the Park Hotel. His ad [~ 3 -l
?rgﬁs will be broadcast over WDOP.* g\:" e&nre'rence. expected to dis-
John Martin. southern director, into discussion groups follow-.
mernational Ladies Garmeni ilﬁ'-u'ﬁns talk ';ethg Satur v

: ™moon session. Reporie of &

Yorkers, was to be the key after- ttees will be e At ihe b

poon speaker, He will glve » sum»™ - . Eir
mary np: “Workers' Education Ac- s'u.n:;’:‘: wﬁcm at 10:30 o'clock’
tivities” and in this cutline the “use Other nniamn‘n - ders who are here

of workers- education groups” in to participate in the conference are

rning and wﬂl!

building labor organizations. He
said Saturday morning that the two
summer schools already funciion-
ing in the South are doing a- good
job,” but added there was a need
for the enlargment of this program.
SCHOOLE PRAIBED,

' The schools to which Martin re-
ferred gre the Bouthern’ Summer
‘School for Workers, headquarters at

L]

\'Asheville, N. C., and the Highlander

Folk School, at Monteagle. .
The {wo-day conference here 1?_
sponsored by the Chatianooga’
Workers' BEducation Committee, of
which Miss Edns Brown is chair;
man, and presiding officer at the’
conference; Highlander Folk School *
and Southern Summer School
'for Workers: It opened with regist
‘tration of delegates at the Interna-
tipnal Ladies Garment Workers' Hall
o, East Eighth Street at 10 am
Stturday and will continue through
Sunday, ... .

gt b ———

" Sent in by:

G e e s ww e g e

Lawrence Rogin, educstional direc-
lor, American Federation of Hoslery
Workiers, Philadeiphia; Mrs. Caro-
lynbillard, of Atlanta, Georgia di-
rectoy, - Workers Service Program;
Ruthk!Martin. chairmar, Kpoxville

orkers’ Education Council; Harold

= T o 1M v . -
AAOUISVILIE, DY, 1. W. U,

ll")'\..; Myles Horton, educaljonal di-
T 1t L Y
beteT prenident, A. F, H. A, and Ten-
'ne. director, T. W. U, A, Carl
gG_‘Fompsom Jr., tield representa-
tive, Southern Summer Schdol 1pr
\_"orkers. North Carolina; BilljWolX,
camatics and music dirdcigt.
uthern Summer School for Wor " )
; Mrs. Louise Leonark:ucun

“rector of Southern Sumjner Scho
Aisheville, N. C.; Nathan [Hightdm
.dramatics director, L L’ G, W,
Chattanocgs.- . | .

- oA e
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x¥ay be assured your

4

record for sppropriate attentiom,
Very m yours, : '

4

o
,f/

'/gl/ .

19004

this

}

John Bdgar Hoovar

B
#r'
”

: I wish to acknowledge recelpt of your letter

Your courtesy and 1ntorui in brlnzi.né

snformation to =y attention are indeed appre
letter is being msde s m

oilhd. Yo
tter of official

Direator
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My 8;, 1040 :

CI-Tsh-4

Chattanooga, Tennessee

' It ts a plecsure tndeed to Acoe
your letter of May 14, 1940, together with
the enclored clipitn; and to Aave your
conments concerntn; my sddress bdefore the
Daugkters of the Aimertcan Revolutfon,

I went to thamk yor for sending
“e yLur obserwvctions gnd sugcestiona, and .
bou may be assured thot thig Bureau wtll} :
endeauvor to perform fia dutfes as effectively
ard efficlently ae poseitle, S

Fith beet wishes and ¥ind repards,

Sincerely yours,

| THMUNIGATIONS SECTION
MAILED

MAY 21 1340 *

™.
sy OF STVESTIGATINN.
(\ . aaTRES. G 1S

e VA

~ ALLINFORMATION CONTAINED
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RECORDED Esn -5 \/

July 30, 1940

Special Agent in Charge

Enoxvills, Tennessee

Re:

Dear Sir: ESPIONAGE

¥R, o DOUBRONSKI

For your information, I am transmitting herewith

copiss of an anonymous communication dated
P May 24, 1940

received at the Bureau in an envelops postmarkedw 24, 1940

v Cowan, Tenmsses,

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
DATE 4/84 BY <%/

FORMATION CONTAINED

Very truly yours,
.t&.ﬂu—m

John Edgar Hoover
Director
s *

i) i



. ,‘ " S -
CRIMINA! ionteagle " wm. May 24th. 1940

i T

[ A — bl i
DeneTtment of Justice NMaY o 7 1840 b . -
waghington D. C. AZTOXNYMOUS COL UNIVATION FOTI |
Gentlemen;- R LU xXYi® SEVELOP: | Toanme { =
Noting in the vaper w aré desiroue of frecigtiration offAliens to

prevent Sabotage, I am addressing your attention to thd“*iHighlander Folk
School" located here,/which has been reported to the F.B.I. for invesiircatf~
alreadv;and was informed of thie investigation through an item in our Joc
Co@nty Paper just a\fhort time back, &nd to forestall suspiclion, the 7 -~ai™
manager, A ir., MiledfHorton, collected up a few children of his local patron:
end went to Chattanobga the evening of krs., Roosevelt's visit there, meking
it apoear that the school was devoted to the feducation of children. '

The actual head of this school is a lr. |"DOMBRONSKIY, which name in 1t-
gelf sounds suspicious; Believeing anv one having something to hide from the
publie, is noi worthv of public consideration, and a menace to the public an
comrunitv, I wish to state that I have been in the school on several occasic
* __and I never sav a child there s & etudent, and I have seen end know of adul
Leing there for what they claim to educate them for holding better positions
but the general consensus of opinion is that they are taught how to better
control their unions and how to cause aml carry on strikes. o :

Believing this to be a starting nest of Commniets, and belleving it to
3 be due for e thorough investigation, and knowing thet this bir, Dombronski ic
. now traveling throughout the States especially where there is hopes of causi

~strife or stirikes, thought it to be worthy of note to you.

' Should you wish any further information or if I cen be of aﬁ{ service 1
this or any other cazpacity, serve you, address me &s & blember, of/Generwl
Kirby-Smith kost, I893,/Veterans of Foreign Ware, of the U.5. Cowan Tenn.

Respectfu}ky ‘

N \ , }—f)){)UOAtCitizen.

S X
> mn
$ s 5‘
o L
Pl -
x ' fincn ” ~
G HHORDED - 7.
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Ui Xnoxville, Tennessee
g dugust 3, 1940

mommntincmrp '. . . .i;l'.
Mexphis, Tennessee SRR

jt\»\
g
BSs
z
&

P
- S ( - Dear 3ir:
" : ) ’ There is forwarded herewith a copy of - o B
R © Bureau letter dated July 30, 1940 (Bureau file . ¥ =
HN #61-7511), which letter transnitted an anonymous "9 -
N ! commnication dated May 24, 1940, received at the :r. o “
AR 72 Bureau in an envelope postmarked at Cowan, Temn- _ , &' -
= e300, : 'I —~
, e In view of the fact that Cowan, Tennesses g
L7 is located in the Memphia territory, a copy of the =
co anonymous letter is being furnished your orﬁco
> for appropriste attention, '
- \5' Very truly yours,
k :‘: g

et . \ ' W. A, MURPHT,
*-‘-\, ‘ Special Agent 1n Charge,
- WAM:AB

oo - C - Bureau

) N ,/

. X s
;.-- ";"‘Q I‘ND ?_ i

s EKED (:‘“X

. \t/- 75—'// SEAN

i FEnERA VAT e “l 1LG‘J

SFETES ALLINFORMATION CONTAINED AUG 8 1940

|| HERENISUNCLASSIFIED <’ tAe e
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CuvaHoca Farvs, Ouio

August 30 1940.
¥r, J.Edger EHoover

F.B.1. Washington
D.C.

Dear Mr. Hoover;

I have just learn of the exlistence
\1n Tennessee of a school called 'iﬁighlander'u Falls
Schc;ol“, hes been in operation for about 18 years,
and i1s reported to teach Commmnistiec doctrline while

endegvering to influence the local electlons; in fact

they have made themselves quite obnoxioud ™ — P
RLCORDED & INDEXED Y)Y, /- /7 //= &2

o

This information is pasged ou t& ¥ou .

H | R U . i

only beeause of the report that certain well .known . , 20
\ - Ot ‘= o

people in Govez:'ﬁaent circles are helping to support o7

s s a e . T m a  S —-~

the school and are sending Boys to the schiool. %

I am sorry not to be able to giv¥e Foul/
the exact location of the school but I know your organ=-
t1zation will spot the place in a hurry .

May I as just an ordinary American !!‘

. o
offer to you and your grand orgénization & hearty word /\\;\"‘
W
of real appreciation. ¢\ e(‘
Respectfully submitted \é)(v

EREIN 1S UHCLASSIFIED SEp 5 RECD
DATE 3 BY. 3@ g




. . / v
A & :\0D
ST e eenmED 6175116

’ i I
e e

I wish to acknowledge ncoi,pt of your
lettar dated August 30, 1940,

Your courtesy and i.ntmnt. in bringing

R this information to my attention are indosd appreciated,
) and you may be assured gour letter will receive appropriate
‘ consideration.

Sincerely yours,

" _ John Edgar Boover
E _ Director

A

R

-

™ CJJ
O {‘r‘
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

i Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where

indicated, explain this deletion.

[¥2  Deleted under exemption(s) ‘/é— 7 C/ with no segregable

material available for release to you.

] Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

o

Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

[]

_ 1 Pocumentls) originating with the following government agency{ies)
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

_________ Pagets) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies):
o as the information originated with them. You will

he advised »f availability upon return of the material to the FBL.

—_——_ Pagets) withheld for the following reason(s):

7 ¥or your information: L LTTER  Ffrem THiws PAx "}/

rd

(2" The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:

\
N

£
o ¥ fF 2 f

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
§ DELETED PAGE(S) §

¢ NO DUPLICATION FEE %
X  FORTHIS PAGE X
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luhvmo, Tennesses ) S £ Tt
4 »- A

I wish to ukmloﬁco yonr ht.t.or r-uind d. tﬂl S
Mum‘&, 1940, mumm:u;mmq
and .I.nurut in witing as m daid, . <o

. Ly T

*
N ) I bave noted with :Lntlrnt. the iaformation centained
in your letter, and if you eare to reveal the {dentity of the -
iaformant to whom you make referszes, I should be npleased te
bevd him interviewed ecnoeraing the subject matter of your
Jetter,

- Por your u.tomuoa Nr. C. K, Fiarstone is Special

s, Azeat in Charge of our Xnaxville Field Office located at

e 4 407 Hanilten Kational Bank Building, Knoxville, Teanessee,
anéd your cooperstion in furnishing any additicnal data pu-

i taining to the internal security f this country to Wr, |
% Fierstans woild indesd be of real assistmnoce, K .
;s 8inocerely mu,

r AL INFORMATION CONTAINED" )
| HEREINIS UECLAQSIrIED

-t FATE A John Bdger Hoover
3 -«l‘in..._..“ ,__ e f . mw __..'-
5 T St

- T , 2 - Knmillo S B P
e o emmmw&am boam N

‘.‘% Py Woreem e
= e MAILED |

. x NOV 4 1940 %

v, @i
ms, Xichw P. M.
0. Bt FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
U. 5. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE /)
. Tens '.
e ‘
o L 3




Knoxville, Tennesses
November 5, 1940

Special Agent in Charge
Mexphis, Tennesses

Dear 3im

Attached hereto you will find eopy of
Bureau letter of November 4, ;
dressed to

?luhvmo, Tennesges, together with
enclosure, This is furnished for completidd of

! ‘ your m.u. mn '3°}
SR Very truly %g-.:
. . g
A | C. X, PIERSTONE,
p | _ Special Agent in Chargs.
/}" “‘é ;’. l\J ‘ B gnl(:lﬂ
3 ¢ o B ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
3 HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
DATE 224 [/ BY:
ﬁff '}j - ' ALY
N~ »

Racorom & tWSRXRd /|- D) (/- §
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Knoxville, Tennessee
Noveamber 8, 1940

Special Agent in Charge
Meaphis, Tennessee

Dear 9ir; .
With further reference to my lstter of Novembar 5, 1540

transnmitting a copy of stter of the prec day {61-7511)
addressed “m“’“‘
ville, I am herew orwa g the original of the Bureau's letter

on which had added a number of comments. A copy of
notations are not being retained by this office nor
is her letter being acknowledged because it would appear that there
is nothing specific in her complaint and it seesms that possihly
she 1s a bit on the erratic side and with very little encouragement _
micht engage in extensive pointless correspondense. The letter is
being forwarded for the gompletion of your files.

Very truly yours,

CK? 1 PRF - C. X. PIERSTONE

6112 | special dgent in Ch.rg-'..
cC - Burun/
Enclosure

woeeed § [ [-78 /- X

Yy FEDERAL BUREAY OF INVESTIGATIY:
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 6 NOV 12 1940
?E?Elh}yl UNCLASSIFIED ) LS DERRTI- &g ¢ ¢ mmc
J ~ > BY" e OL g e
c%o'/ 2 g&e ¢
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] Deleted under exemption(s) with no segregable
material available for release to you.

[ 1 Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

1 Document(s) originating with the following govemment agencylies)
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

e Pa«e(? refej-ed for con tion to.the following government agency(ies),
2y NTEUL 6EpneE as the information originated with them. You will
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< 0 Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion.

u': Deleted under exemption(s) ‘/é 7 : with no segregable

material available for release to you.

"] Infonmation pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

"1 iaformation pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

vocument(s) originating with the following government agency(ies)

. . was/were forwarddd to them for direct response to you.
e = . Papeis) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies};
as the information originated with them. You will
1r‘\ ised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI.
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Roceipt is acknowledged of your letter, with
enclosurc, duted Kovaenber 7, 1940, and I desire to thank
you for your interest in again oorresponding with this

o -~ ll(nhxv‘ine' (with coples of mm)
2L INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIT IS UNCLASSIFIED
e Y e
: 24§ s>

e

CAmHNICATIONS SECTILN
L mAtLED

P _ |
* DEC 7 1040 X

| -
FEDERAL BUREAY IRIES PR
. §. DEFARTMEN: o b

£lia

[T ————————————— SR S SN RS R S SEEE Y

As I have previcusly advised, Xr. C. K. Fisrstome
of the Xnoxville, Temncssee, Fisld
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Fedreral Burrau of Inuvestinal
Hnited States Department of Justice

B :'-: Knoxville, Tennessee
November 16, 1940

Director

Federal Bureau of Investigation :

Washington, D. C. - R
.; - g [ ~.Z ‘; - - L:
o Dear Sir: A - -
b . - ‘:
v 7;1 ' Reference is made to Bureav ﬁetter of November 4, 1940 C oy .
| (61-7511) addressed to £ ’ ,l:(.

Nashville, Tennessee, , s

; 3 As will be noted from my letter of November 8, 1940 to the
i Yemphis Office, (MM added a number of extensive comments on /.
the original of the Bureau's letter to her and transmitted it to me. L/
Because of the rambling nature of her communication, it was not ack-
nowledged and no copy of it was retained at this office.

wt:ww-.

Vi Todey I am in receipt of a long two-page communication from .

The communication is on two sheets of paper and is
~ iully covered on both sides, The first sheet is on the letter head jq:

of Mashville, while the second is on the
letter head of Nashville,

¥hile parts of her communication are undecipherable, it ap-
peers that (P is dissatisfied with almost everything in the .é' -

" a0 world, and besides expressing her views on the present world situation,
she gives an extensive genealogical outline of her own ancestry. En-

' \ closed with the letter was a newspaper c¢lipping pertaining to the High-
0 lander Folk School and the first couple pages of the September issue

of the Reader's Digest, 21l of which appear to be much ado about noth-
ing in particular.

It appears from the rambling context of (i EER]-tter _@?Q_f
that she is carrying the burdens of the world on her shoulders because

"?" she touches generally on communistic tendencies, religious proclivities,
N her own genealogy, the recent election, etcetera, etcetera.
- No acknowledgment is belng made to —comunlc&.tion {‘/ '7{:,..
e by this office and it 1s suggested that in the event _i‘urther -
. COrICS DESTROYVEH ooeD & INDEXED IA/- IR TE
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o Director -2 - November 16, 1940
u_i_é-j

' ﬁ? writes the Bureau, that no reply be made because she evidently needs
I very little encouragement to spend long hours in writing out her

— worries.
By carbon copy of this letter, (NNJENNIP ctter is being .4 /A
transmitted to the Memphis Office for inclusion in its files and no
copy of it is being retained in this office,
Very truly yours,
CKF:PBF C. K. FIERSTONE
Speclial Agent in Charge

c¢ - Memphis (Enclosure)

i
A

oy,



4-7502-7-70 (
XXXXXX
XXXXXX

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

{ Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion.

E»E/ Deleted under exemption(s) -'é 7 with no segregable

ma‘crial available for release to you.

1 Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

1

T..4 A "
e iiitormation pertain

.- Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies)
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

- — . ... Papo(s) referred for consultation to the following government agencyl(ies);
- as the information originated with them. You will
sidvised of availability upon return of the material to the FBIL.

iaye - withheld for the following reason(s):

F o vour information: A [m/‘- ﬁf C 77‘//‘13 D !/—3/4/«,' 7_/5/

-

Lo The fullowing number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:

)= ) 2

[

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

§ DELETED PAGE(S)
£ NO DUPLICATION FEE
X FOR THIS PACE

XXXXXXXXXXXAAXXNKKX

ke

FBL/DOJ



ST VU 4
! “
e ¢\ |
SpeTa - knoxville, Tenmesh.
S - Decenber 10, 1940

Special Agent in Clarge
Y¥eurhls, Tennesses .

Dear 8ir _ C : _
L Transaitted herewith will be found eoplas |
. of Buresu letter (61-7 dated Decenber 7, 190,
. - addreszed to 'é 7&

G Yoshvills, Tenneseds, together with
phot.o-utic eopiu of her mn recant epistlss t.e
the Dircctor. . ) ) ‘ .

‘rho-o cop!.u, aAS were top!.u of Durou
lottor of Noveater &, 19/0, have been apparently
inacvertently sent to the Knoxville Office be- :
cause Nashville is located in the Memphis distriet, .
and thess copies are being transcitted for the -
complation of your file in this matter and nnu
have been retained at this orﬂu.
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FEDERAL B ATION . Famworth
UNITED STATE> veranimams =or JUSTICE

December 6, 1940
,"ll; ’)

¥ith reference to thg'attached s I
called Congressnanf§Jones and informed
him that I was unadle to find eny wrl weigtt
record of anyone in the FBI who el
talked to the Concressman resterdal  u' wese
with reference to the investigation len.
of théichlander Folk School. The I P —
Conoressman stated he called pyester-

day and tclked with a Yr. Holtzer
(phonetic). The Congressman advised t
that this Xr. Holtzer (he stated he "'1 —
was not sure of the name but thaet it " ——m
sounded like Foltzer) called hin back "ePe= ——
+ ¢ morning and informed hin tlct the “=p=e
Siles on this irnvestigation were
confidential., I told the Congressman there is
no one in the Bureau by that name. Fe then said
he cclled the Department of Justice cnd pas cone-
nected with someone; that he thought he was talk=-
ing with the FBI but that he was probabl; talking
with the Department of Justice.

Yele. Ream

It is possible he was talking with Judog Holtzoff.

I told the Congpressman the FII was not ¢onducting
an investigation of the KEighlander Folk;School

of Tennessee.

‘:\st RBCO‘RD@ y ~
t ‘- ?”“ mmf‘!.m) ‘pl- jﬁ h "/4
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i JQHN EDGAR HOOVER K i
DIRECTOR " )
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oo Sureau of Inuestigationn - -
¥nited Btates Department of Justice
Hashington, B. C.
December 6,540, i
Mr. Trac¥ e

E Miss Geredy . eaeeens

44444

G GRENENE 0 Conoressman Jones of Chio,
called in persona!ly this morning advuszng that the Conporess-
man had talked with someone Iin the I:rean yesterday aJternoon
cencerning the investigation of thé Highlander Folk School in
Tennessee; that tte Connressran desired that she,
pereonelly review this file to ascertain what 1nveetlgatzon
had been made.

T inforred (D thct cll files in tke Bureau
nre conficdential and that any reguest for files would of
necescity have to be made of the Attorney General'’s Office;
hawcver, I inforned her further that an inquiry had been made
recently with reference to the Fichlander Folk School and that
o check of the files of this Bureau had failed to reveal that

suech an 1nnpq+1nn+1 on had been made.

_asked many questions concerning the
Bureau's jurisdiction in matters concerning schools allegedly
comnunistiiec and from the questions asked and Srom her personal

" A
appearance, I would judre that might be unduly

L
interested in radical activities, probably from a sympathetic
standpoint.

I have been unable to Jind any record of anyone
talking with Congressrmon Jones and there is no record of such
¢ call having been received in the Director's Ofrice.

I wwill call the Conoressnan and inform him that this
Burezu has not made an investigetion of the Highlander Folk

School ¢t L'ont Eagle, Tennessee. BLDURLLQ I
/=75 )

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED respectrully, —d——t2tl L

htr{Ei 1S UNCLASSIFIED  ~.

Phibomgdy P

DATE &

l-f\ .

It will be recalled — telephored the other day [{9@\&

- ., r
th reference to the Fichlend School of either Nashville orw QW

Cnozville. I znforfzea_ at that time that the infor- @3’

riation furnished was insufficient to nake a thorough check. N
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L @ rw T
o ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED - |
o HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED [
. . DATE oo /¢ BY gl |
! “oiz-ohhh... aﬂoﬂ.&ﬂsan.s!a .Lefme .,w%_.uhw _ , -
) w# ,and Stewart Meacham of the NLRE. | /s34 .._. e Dombrowsits

Another ao-!.uh!ﬁ« oDk
Aubrey Wiltams, head of the Na-

mtreciction for “Communist” John
. Dooovan, Natlonal Representative of
- the Workers Alliance, when he came
"7 to Bimmingham in 1938 to help pro-
.wwvﬂog the Boutherm Confercnca for
* Human Welfare, which, the bookies

s baving sald in part: T

tlonal Youth Administration is ac-|
osed of having provided a letter of |

A A Seorstery to Al
TJ, ol Cd _ Mrs. Roosevelt T
_ J - Me, u-l.yv-dinwu. . : .t

" wahy highly apd have found that] ~ e .\o&:.&-ll?—uiq

g, b ] it

1

{m.. tuf

Mrs. xoo-!.iwn -__!— » ao
h t Aoknowledge recsipt of your letter of ,
E’ *April 13th, and to send you this chegk -

. ARLE ‘whiish she {s very glad to contribute °
;ﬂ.... .a,,vuub .the nogwoquwww nEwn of the b

e or Yolk School, . _
R é{h L Eﬂ L - .

N Very' sincerply yours,
xh.; r H

Nontsagle
g - . -’.ﬁ-b'-.’.\h
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*LL INFORMATION CONTAINED U.S. DEPARTIENTOF JUSTICE \

January 4, 1941

HIGHLAZDSF, FCLIK SCHOOL

4 ¥ .
E P

-

~=  There appeared in The CIO News for Decemnber 2, 1940,
on Pagze g, the followingz item: “S¢ﬁporth1~hlander Fclk Schoel” -

»

"The program and aims of the Highlander
Foli: School at Yorteasle, Tenn., were
endorsed by the TIO ccnvention, and
efforts to discredit and defame the
school were condemned as tan attack on
the prozressive labor movement of the
South,.?

'"iighiander conducts & year around program
of education, recrestion and organization.
In addition tc six weeks' resident terms,
it holds institutes, conferences and co—
operates with unions in field work. These
activities the convention declared, thave
made the school a target for attacks of
anti-)zbor forces.'!

.8 . .

RECORDED |7 |- P /(= [JA
“EDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
6 JAN13 1941 -

N
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DE‘EE J/JL r;emﬁ@ & \\ NS



4-750 (2-7-79) ( Co

XXXXXX
XXXXXX
XXXXXX
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET
l_ _ Page(s} withheld entirely t this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where
indimatnd avhloin thic dala
Nl aweu, Plﬂlll MIID uoiT

[{/Deleted under exemption{s) - 6 7 with no segregable

material available for release to you.

J  Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

[} Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

[C1  Document(s) originating with the following government agency{ies) ,
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

e Pagel(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies);
as the information originated with them. You will
turn of the matenal to the FBI.

be advised of availahility

.. Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

1 .For your information:

E/T}; followmg number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:

= D& oot

XXXXXXXEXXXXXXXXXXX
§ DELETED PAGE(S) §
¢ NO DUPLICATION FEE §
---------- X FORTHISPAGE X

!\A.A.(\ Al

CRTNKN ' XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
XXXXXX

FBI/DOJ



{

U U T ————

— C ¢ N
" tureau of Investigation

DE s -

Mnited Btates Bepartment of Bustire
Knoxville, Temnnessee "
April 9, 1911

-

Directer
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D, C.
~
HTIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOQL
INTERNAL SECURITY = C »

Ll

; A s Dear Sir: "N

Durinz the investigation presently being
made of the Highlsnder Folk School it was necessary
_ to photograph & large number of documents, part of
! which had to be used immediately in the investigation.
L ' Consequently, the photographs were developed and those
few needed for immediate investigation were enlarged.

The forty-two negatives which were not

nesded Lmndiately are bwiua enclosed and the Burean
T is requested to furnish this office with two enlarged
(’ ' copies of each. It is not necessary that these be
. enlarged to their natural size but only need to be
%

enlarged to a size which will permit them to be easily
read, Vhen these enlargements are received, the Knox-
ville office will submit & supplementary report con-
cerning the information on them.

-

ALLTFORMATION CONTAINED ' Very truly yours,
HoiLilc i UNCLASSIFIED Rt T e redae
~-. UAlL e BY SAEL78 jGiN . c {-FIERSTONE
o ’ SIS Special Agent in Charge.
LT vy prrnant § TIEEED L
: Enc.




61-7511-18

April 15, 19&}

OR

Special Agent in Charge

Fedaral Bureau of Investigation
United States Department of Justice
407 Mamilton Nctional Bank

knoxville, Tenncssee
]

‘RE: FIGHLANDER FPOLX SCHOOL -
INTZRHAL SSCURITY - €

Dear S5ir:
As, rejuested in ym'u- lct;t.or to the Bureau

dated April 9, 1941, thers are enclosed herewitl:, two
enlarpei photographic prints of each and the forty-,

19995

two ragatives of photographs taken in connectlion with 3

" abovs entitled matter.

Yery truly youra,

John Edgar Foover
Director

PLL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IZ UZCLA
DATE ¢ Sélgt ED /
| z‘/ %’6?&
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Federal Burcan of Inuestigation
#nited States Department of Justice

Knoxville, Tennessee
April 24, 191a

. ? Director
W/ Federal Burzau of Investigation
washington, D. C.

o
4 HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL

- “#.lionteagle, Tennessee
INTEENAL SECURITY - C

Dear Sirs

Flease refer to the letter from Knoxville to the Bureau
* dated QOctober 6, 1939; letter from the Bureau to kemphis, dated
October 13, 1939, and October 30, 1939, Bureau file No. 61~7558,
which concerned a report made by ANEENEENEREED ‘é 7,D
on this school. It will be noted
that the Knoxville Office could not locate a copy of this report
at that tjme and advised that the report appeared to have been made
for th erican Federation of labor and to have been forwarded to
WILITALATEEN; its President, The Bureau in its letter dated October
30, referred to above, advised that no further effort should be made
to obtain copies of this report through the American Federation of

Iabor,

A copy of this report was located by Special Agent SR

A :n the possession of SN .ssistant Postmaster at
Chattancoga, Tennessee, and another copy was alsco found by Special ‘€7C/

Acent P in the possession of
et , P One of these copies is being attached heretoc for
Cos e the Bureau. It will be noted that this report is dated May 8, 1935,

- E iy r-ZZ2Z2o2ZZmm e 2 2222200 TR

3 ' and was made by ‘g 7""(;
\ Ccpies of five affidavits,which were a!tached to the original of this

¥ Y report, are also being enclosed.

PR . A v=: located in Knoxville, Tennessee, where -g'],D
>~ he is employed by the City, and the report was gone over with him
to cetermine if he had any additional information in his possession.

*1INFORMATICN CONTAINED ﬁ
" FREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED RECORDED & INDEX kb \) Clon<ji= /7

24/T BY’_)%L%@ 0 FEDERAL BURE/ 97 1WESTIRATION
LY ! - 1341

i g h 5 AR 1Z
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HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL L=U=a C. K. FIERSTONE 61-12

He advised that the investigation had been made so long ago that he had

ne recollection of the details of the report, but after reading it ad-

vised that he had been very careful to report only facts in this inves-

, tigation. ¥%hen questioned regarding the reason for this investigation

v T having been made, MY z2dvised that a grant of about §15,000

: ' 2 had been made by the United States Govermment to the Highlander Folk

. (/ v School for the installation of printing equipment, but that a report
had reached the Governor of the State of Tennessee from same source
regarding the communist teaching of the school, and that the Governor
had personally requested that this investigation be made before the

k0 £ ) check was sent to the school. SMMNENNNEN advised that he personally
% ) '( {LL discussed this matter with the Governor of the State of Tennessee at
“w 1 the date his report was made and that as a result of his belief that

- the school was definitely commnistic, the Governor had refused to .
grant the money to the school and had blocked the payment of the $15,000
which had been authorized. '

e _ SRR o:viscd that he knew of no connection of the
R I American Federation of lLabor with this investigation and that so far
as he knew no copy had been forwarded to the President of the American
Federation of Labor, WILLIAK GREEN, at Washington, D, C. This matter
is being further reported on in the case entitled above in a report

;1 which is now in the process of dictatioen.
Very truly yours,
G 4 fihrebv
; ‘ e s
L1 @, pEr C. K. FIERSTONE
_ Special Agent in Charge .
61-12 -
Faac
. Enclosures
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FEDERAL BURE'U OF INVESTIGATION

This ecase originated at KNOAVILLE, TENNESSEE File No. 61-12

i s e s -

T Report made at Date made } Period Report made by ,_
3/11-15,17-22, | .é /(P

ooz, | oY) e |

! L/2, L.
i Title Character of case
' HTGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL INTERNAL SECURITY - €
SYRUPSIS: Organization, location and directing personnel ’

. set out., Llizts of teachers and sponsors obtained.
4L sources of income indicate Communist
' Party suppert. - Informants Chattanooga show heads

X .
of school attended Communist Party meetings./ Affi-

davits and correspondcnce gathered by C. H/KILBY

copied and enclosed show Commnist teachings at . ”. J | see
sehcol, /20 T DrSSCaysalRTie
ALL INFORMATIGN CnTAIED it svpets sn 1= TU
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED N p. sa swecny CEEEEES L7

NATE 4 ’r ) . , NCPLDIATES ST AT EMENT AL L L .
ang#g#ﬂ,ﬁ BY{,VE ?Zf,;qd/ Cor L sat Elri 5P WY Envclored swiTN TN
« A epOeT;

DETAILS: Numcrous complaints received in the Knoxville Office o
concerning Commnist activities at the Highlander Folk AR P
School made it desirable to investigate the school and its $

N U VY sdnnsl. .
finCLib ALLATET e Y
L L P(’ln_,._lél‘

Tnis roport is a result of Joint investipation by Speéialmﬂ;

P . hgont AESEENESREENENEP :nd the Writer. FAPR20 1%

o ,"/_ L, s 1g - - %:"&P ! 3 )--19
AT T T g 46 /C..«__ e : a.«_/ml =
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£33 Yl
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HIGHLANDER FOLF SCHOOL 61-12 l-10-ia

The following information on the
lander Folk School was obtained £

organization of the High-

The Highlander Folk School was organized during 19% on [
ground donated by Dr. LILLIAN W.»JOHNSON, whose present maill\gddress is
12y East Michigan Avenue, The Pdlms, Deland, Florida. MYLES“VWORTON and
JAMES/QOMBROWSKI were believed to be the active organizers of the school.
The land was donated by Dr. JOHNSON becausec she believed that it would [
benefit the local inhabitants and would educate them and improve their
working conditions.

i
Jj
- 4 charter was issued to the Highlander Folk School on Jan- |
} vary 31, 1934 by the State of Tennessee and this chartcr is recorded with
.o the Tennessee Department of State in Volume 0-12, page 1L6, in the office
wo, of the Secretary of State at Naspville, Tennessec. The school was chart-
- ercd by MILES [ORTON, ELIZABETH *Zﬂ,@s, JAMES DOMBROVSKI, RUPERTYHAMPTON,
s and MAICOLM PCHISECLH.
P The Highlander Folk School is located in Grundy County,

Tinnzssee, 2bout two miles north of lonteagle, Tennessee, on State Road
96 going toward Tracy City, Tennessee. This section is mountainous and
. g ’

£ heuvily wooded.

i ! Three persons are reported to have been cssocizted with it
in a directing cupacity almost from.the start of the school up to the
present time,

—ta
-

- MITLS HORTCON, Director of Education, is the one whose name
P is most often mentioned as being the leader of the school, and lives
' n the school grounds with his wife and his father and mother.

a a
WTTES HORTON teaches Communism and has solicited membership in the Young
Lo Communists' Loagus from various persons, locally, HORTON is alse reported
f-f : to have been onc of the founders of the Commonwealth College at Mena,

- arkansas. HCRTON is reported to have: spent two yecors in Russia, but it
has not becn pessible to determine cven an approximate date.

-
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JAMES DOMBRCWSKI, Sceretary of the Highlander Folk School,
is the persen who signs all of the mail sent out by the schoo} requesting
contributions and designntes himself on these letters as chairman, with-
cut saying what he is chz2irman of. In a lotter addressed by SN

1 Athens, Tcnnessge,

(rz:/ ? to Sweetwater, Tennessce, dated November 16,

’ 1940, DOMBROWSKI is rcperted to have signed a2 bulletin issued by the
Revolutionary Policy Committee of the Socialist Party in 1934 stating they
would "make every effort to promote the world revolution and te securs
Governmental power for the victorious revelution by zarming the workers
and by preparing the working class to turn imperizlist war into class war."
He is also reported to havc solicited persons tc join the Young Communists®
League at the school. )

}
ELIZABETH DA?/;HWES, better known as ZILLA)QAWES, has been
active as a teacher in theé school from its beginning and is reported to
have been especially strong in her teaching of Commuristic principles and
how they can be used in labor agitation. She is marri-! tn FRANZJDANIEL
and both are listed as being signers with DOMBRCWCKI -7 the bulletin of
the Socialist Party's Revoluticnary Policy Committee m=rntioned above under
J.ES DOMBRUWSKI'S name.

: A photogrzph of the cbove mentioned letter dated November 16,
' 1940 written by (SN is boing enclosed as Exhibit No. 1.. Al
s S i in Florida at the present time, too ill to be interviewed, and
o is not expected to live. . lead is being sct out to contact the State
- Americanization Committee of the ‘merican Legion at Nashville to locate
the Socialisti Party bulletin reﬁrred to. The original of AN

? letter 1s in posscssion of Tracy City, Tennessce.

§ Several other persons are presently living at the school and
!

appear te have somec officizl connection with the schoel of a more perma-
nent nuature than thos~ listed later »s teachers.
[}

S
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- NKLING, whose home
address 1s 621 lississippi Avenue, Signal Mountain,’ Tenmnessee, and whose
mether, urs. FR.NK G.JCONKLING, runs an antique shop in Red Bank, Tenn-
cssce, is employed at the Hipghlander Folk School and lives there at the
present time, (I Postmaster at Montcagle, Tennessee, says

LOUISE CONKLIH&?is secretary of the school and recently replaced Miss

LOULISE GR.LTHAYDICHLIAN, who is presently residing at 233 West lienomonee

Strect, Chicago, Illinois

Eiss JaNW/.LLEN was reported by (D to hove
arrived at the school on about March 15, 1941 and seems to be helping
earry on the business of the school, but her exact duties and position
are not knovm. She is believed to be from Flint, Lichigag as letters
from the school ar: being addressed to ilr. and irs, V. R.?ALLEN, 1701
East Hamilton .ivenue, Flint, Michigan., Letters addressemf to Flint, Mich-
igan did not mekce their appearznce until after Miss ALIEN arrived at the
scheol.

MNr.C. H. KILBY, an employse of the ‘w-ucssee Consolidated \
Coal Company, whose office is ai Tracy City, Tennessce, has been extremely ]
intorzcted in getting the Highlander Folk School out of Grundy County
ceczuse of the trouble they have stirred up there among the WPA employees
K and the bugwood cutters and this matter has almost reached the point of
E‘ . being an obsession with him. He has organized a committee of lecal resi~

3

}

dents of the better class which call themselves the Grundy County Crusaders,
~ whoee sole purpose is to combat the Highlander Felk Scheel and its teach~
ings. The antagoniam that each of these groups feels for the other has
‘reached such a point that there was danger of open conflict between them
during November of 1940 and it was feared for a time that local citizens
would burn the Highlander Folk School building. In 211 contacts in this
investigation, the persons interviewed were questioned regarding Nr. KILBY
and they were uniformly of the opinion that he is a reputable citizen
and that his feeling toword the school is a patrictic desire to rid the
county of a& subversiv: influence. These interviewed were also questioned
regarding the possibility of Lr, KILBY'S positicn with the coal company
and the labor troubles vhich coal compuinies occasionally have being
respensible for his feoling in the matter, but everyone advised they had
ncver heard Mr. KILBY make any remarks against organized laber and in fact

believed that he was entirely in favor with it. There was no evidence
Y thzt the Tennessee Ccnsclidated Coul Cempeny was furnishing any financial
s aid to Lr. KTLPY or racusstirng that bo carry on his activities against the
. school.
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- Mr. KILBY has amassed quite a large quantity of corres-
pondence, leaflets, printed matter and such which the school has dis-
tributed and has cbtained numercus affidavits from persons who have been in
thz schozl as students and from natives whe have had scme connection with
thz schecel. These signed affidavits are being set cut as Exhibits Ncs. 3
through 20, It will be noted that in almest every instance these affi-
davits menticn the Communist flag being displayed on the platferm of the
sch2¢l, teachings of o definite Communist nature, and attempts on the
part :f severzl of those connected with the school tc get sthers to join
the Young Ccmrunist Lengue. Where the Young Commnist League is menticned
L., these affidovits, the persons identifying the card were shown a
Y qu Ccmrunist lezgue Membership Card which has been phctographed and

s being included with this repcrt to the Bureau zs Exhibit Ne, 24, It
wes nct pessible to determine the origin of this card and the names on it
arc not kncvn in Grundy County. This card is presently in !&r. KILBY'S
pcssession.,

P S ..'

Exhibits Ho. 21 and 22 are included wi*th the affidavits
in br. KILBY'S, file but have not been signed as yet. Yr. KIIBY reports
Lt is entirely cooperative sc ccples of these twe
exhibits are being sent tc the Birmingham Office s¢ that they can get a
c-.mplete statement frem MNP regarding the teachings and the teachers
a2t the school 2t the time he zttended,

K3
1
t

Exhibit No. 23 is a propcsed affidavit which covers the
details of the article written by JOHN McDOUGAL BURNS, repcrter for the

[ RN WA I T [ T A2 Ll mddaedemms 2 bl aale 2T 2. 1020 f‘h es
f‘inHVlJ..LE:, lClriesooally, UUDLHE A4S dulillialliee LI Llle Dledivda in LTI g S0 o=
-{ these newspaper articles have previously been furnished ts the Bureau

and are n-t being set cut again. ’

~

made while he
cn’ May 8, 1935, tc (D
at that time. SO
has been intervicwed in the Knoxville Field Office ccncerning this

- o.rt and he adviscs that it was made at the request cf the Governor of
ade to the H1nh1nnﬁnr

P,PWLSSCG because a Er:nt af TMCney about t¢ be made to the Highlander

. Schcol by the United States Gevernment te finance a prlntlng plant
was cbjectcd tc by American Legicn cfficials. S D s2id he was
dzfinitely of the cpinicn that the schccl was Comministic and that as a
rzsult cf his reccmmendaticns, the grant cf money tc the schcel was not

made,

Exhibit Nc, 2 is a repcert of
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TELCHERS

In -rder tc indicate the type of perscns who have instructed
students at the Highlander Fclk Schecl, this secticn of the report will
set cut the names of thcse known tc have acted as teachers at the scheel
in thz past. & descriptive folder put cut by the Highlonder Folk Schocl
for its schocl year 1936, lists the following teachers:

-~
]

1

A

¢
.
:

MILES HORTON,
JIMES DOMBROWSKI,

ELIZ.BETH DAY HAVES, !
RUPERT HAMPTON, /

el The phctostatic copy of the repert of S i tcd ‘gﬁc
P U2y B, 1935, which is Exhibit Nc. 2, shows HILD ERT tc have been cne
N +f the teachers at that time.
i
O JON McDOUGAL BURNS in his articles in the Nashville,
Ta:mnes%‘ean in 1933, a report of which is demtained 1.0 7 :hibit Moo 23,
o e NSt a2 Bnstructors as WILLLAY/BUTIRICK, Dr. .RTHUR RAPER,
e RNVELCHEY, NIRB, and mamc,cowsx:, of Sccial Security.
.d In the unsigned statement of SUENMMEMMNENG® Exhibit No. 21, ‘g"j:_‘
3 .. fzll-wing are listed as teachers at the schcol: -
* FRANZ JIEL (husband of ZILL HAWES ),
WALTER PEARSON, /
J. WITHERSPOON DUDGE (APl and SCuthern
Conference for Human Welfare),
DOY MEKEZ
HERBERP VILLIALS,
R. B¢ PRAZEL,
- * CLYTJE,):;'ILLIAHS.
o !
™ A copy of the Highlander Fling, published by the Highlander /
~ % Schocl, dated February, 1941, is listed as Exhibit Nc, 2% and shows

. f-licwing as instructors or werkers in the schocl in addition to these
listed abuve:

- b -




e A e e —m——

' £ ¢

HIGHLANDER FOLX SCHOOL _ 61-12 l-10-11

T
) N

(-1

§ ) oda

/
CLAUD ,/mms,

! MARY LANRANCE,
o i ZILPHI%/EbRTON (wife of MIIES HORTON).
e
o This issue of the Highlander Fling alsc lists an Executive
. Cuuncil which had just been furmed to werk with directors of the scheel,
Sl § formulating programs ond policies. This ccuneil met at the schicl De-
: cerber Mjth 2nd 15th and arranged a program for 1941. It sh-uld be noted

+hat all of those listed have at scme time in the past conducted panel
discussicns during resident torms of the Highlander Folk Schcols

BERHARD‘EORAH, Scuthern Dirccter, Amalgemated Clcthing
Workers of America,

ROY/REYNOI.DS, President, Printing Pressmen's Unicn,
Chattancopa, Tennessee,

LUCY RANDOLPHfA30N, Public Relaticns Representative
for the C.1.0.,

EDVARD SJ CALLAGHAN, Vice—President and ©.uthirn Pirecter,
imerican Federation of Hosicry Werkers,

PAUL R.lCHRISTOPHER, Executive Secretary, (cnnessee Industrial
Unicn Ccuneil,

GECRGE TITLER, United line Vicrkers .f America, District 50,

H
i
*
F
{
'
|
i
[

o o Dr. ALBERT [B/RNCTT, Prcfesscr of The.lcgy, Scarritt Cellege,
T Nashville, Tennessec,

T EATT\IXNCH, American Federotion of Hcsiery Werkers and

' R '_ Chairman -f the Highlander F.lk Schco'

Aurmi &sscciztion,

ALTONPZOVRENCE, Scuthern Representative, Laborts Non-Partisan
League,

Dr. GEORGE MAYHEW, Prcfesscr of Religicn, Vanderbilt University,
Nashville, Tenncssee,

JOE PCBIS, Plumbers' Unicn, a.F. of L., Chattancoga, Tennessee.

LEON\WILSON is presenlly ccanected with the Highlander Felk

. Schesl in sume capacity as a teacher and iives at the schocl. The High-
w iond.r Fling, Exhibit No. 25, lists an corticle written by LEON WILSON
ciivalici, a.ghlander Folk Schecl, An Informal Histury." It does nct sa
3

vhere this article was published.



EEIEE 1 TRy

£ae

HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL — 61312 L-10-11

Reverend JOHN B. THOMPSON (A.P.M. and Scuthern Conference
for Human Welfare), is listed as a former instructor at the Highlander
Folk School in a letter written by MILES HORTON dated November 5, 19LO,
which is quoted on page 150 of the report of Special Agent
Washington, D. C., February 17, 19L1, entitledfAMERICAN PE
On page 151 of the same report a press release of the Highlander Folk
Srhool dated October 29, 19L,0 lists the following instructors:

YE VERTON’BOI"E{ERD, Regional C.I1.0, Director,

A} HARTWTLL, National Representative, Labor Non-
Par+isan League,

BERNARD B(O11H, Southern Director of the Amalgomated
Cloiking Workers,

PAUL CHRI1SIUPHER, Secretary-Treasurer of the M™cmiessee

Qi TrnAiymdny 3 1
barz Industrial Union Council,

ALTOM/LATRIUCE, Southern Directcr of Labor's len-
Partisan lLeague,
VILLIAMEAVES, Director of the ¥Wige and Hours Division.

Additional persons listed only &s speakers are as follows:

ucY RANDOLPH,MASON, Public Rzlations Representative
for the C.I.O.,

CEORGETBASS, of the Urnited Rubher Yorkers,

ELIER| BROWN, Presideut of “he New lork Local ~Z
the Typogrophlical rion,

VIRGIL{CONNER, Editor of the Southern News Almanic
(Sopthern Commnist newspaper),

CRVILLE /MiSTIN, Cooperative Expert,

Dr. LILLIAN {JOHNSON, Donor of the Highlander Folk School

property,
JONISCHLITI T, Southe~n Naprescntative ~1 the United
Potall wad Tholerar vmplayess o pmecico.

ROY EoiN7ID%, Fresidsut of the Thi*tapooga Printing
Pressmon's Union,
JOZfGEIDIRS, Secretary of ine (Zval Hights (im.ittee
' 0? the Southzrn Confererce for Human Welt:re,
DENNIS/NELSON, and

T PRESTON(V.LIEN, both of Fisie University,

1LARGOTYGAYLIE, of the Viomcr's Jorri*t. on Abclition
of Poll Tnx,

ACE L’IOBIE...!I!!ION .

{5‘70
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SPONSORS

The Highlander Folk School has been successful in obtaining
the permission of many important persons to use thelr names as sponsors \
of the school, itself, or some of its activities. The most important name
from thg standpoint of publicity which they have secured is that of
ELE&NORIROOSEVELT. Exhibit No, 26 is correspondence in the files of Mr.

C. . ZILBY. 1In this exhibit it will be noted there is a report from some
unknown person three paragrarhs in length -on an investigution conducted
concerning ' IES HORTON, Exhibit No. 25 also contains on the front page

a printe< S22y of a letter directed by EIEANOR ROOSEVELT to the Highlander
Fra» School. Exhibit No. 27 is a photograph of a mimeographed sheet

put out by the Highlander Fcik School publicizing Mrs. ROOSEVEIT'S support.

_ Exhibit No, 28 is a photograph taken from a newsyaner
art}clevwhich published a phetustat of the check ang letter which she sent
tc the Highlander Folk Scheol in 1940. Exhibit Ne. 27 is being forwarded
with all letters sent out by the Highlander Folk Zcnool asking for con-
tributions from other persons.

Exhiblt No. 29 is a photograph of an announcement sent out
by the Fachington Committee of the Highlander Folk School about 2 benefit
}S Ee”g:rf?:lgﬂggs?ingt?n, ?. C. on December 6, 1540, Tt will be noted
that ™ .[000 7 ROSE has signed the letter of January 27, 2941 which i< at-
tachzd t3 t. 5 seme exhibit and his wife's namc apprears on the cormivtee.
The 1list of sponsors on this erhibit contrins mony notable names,  si#nindi-

~cative of the inactive naswee U2 ot ‘east 2 part of this sponscrsiip, f@ﬂf,,
and

Exhibiv Moo 74 wnich is an exchange of ooulvispondonee between
Secretary CORDEIL/HULL, is enclossd.

Exhibit No. 31 is a photograph of a circular put out by the
Highlander Fclk Schocl concerning the sponscrshin of the school Ly JOHN L.

f1oi1s.

Exhibit Ne 25, previously menticnca, weiek igths.o-inped copv
cf v Eghirnder Fling, under the headline "Highl .ader Benefit," rcports
cn tn- fonington Benefit held December 6, 1910 and in additiorn. .nvo that
a New 1o-k Comnittce gave a theater bemefit on Jarunny 312, 1911, 4 list of
the upmraicr., $+ brvh plaoca dg pivon.
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' the South,at Sewanee, Tennessee, when questioned regarding NN
who had iﬁcwn an interest in the Highlander Folk School, advised that a
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MISCELLANEQUS

University of
students

whe received his B.A. and Masters Degree from the University
P E———————— e T T

of the South

had been curicus regarding the courses of ins
™-71, School and was believed to have taken the supfer course there in 1940.
says he does not believe that is a Communist and would
in all probability give full details of his attendance at the Highlander
Folk School. 4 lead is being set out to interview him.

ction at the Highlander




L |
HIGHLALNDER OLK SCHOOL - 61-12  L-10-1n

Beczuse MYLES HORTON was known to rogister at the
a2 chuck of registrations was mcode with the assistance o

S 2cvised that he knew all of this group

+ in checking through registrations he pointed out of his own velition
“+= follewing perscns whom he stated were connected with the Highlander
¥olk School and who hud registered a2t the hotel at various times:

BERNARD BORAH, Registered %-1-140,
CAVES DOLBROVSKI " 13- 2-);1 and
3-1-41

TINI Cini5TTHER " 12—30—L0 s
LYIES HORTON " 5-19-10,
ZELPHT A HORTON " 5-19-4,0,
WwILLIM BUTTRICK " 5-19-40,
MARY LAWRENCE " 5-30-10.

- 16 ~
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It will be noted that three registrations are shown for May
19, 1940 in the names of MYLES HORTON, ZELPHIA HORTON and WILLIAM BUTTRICK.
This is the day preceding the mecting of Communists mentioned above and
is probably the group from the school which S 1 cncmbers as being
registered at the hotel at about that time. In connection with these
registrations it was noted that DOMBROWSKI called telephone number
cn January 2, 194@. This is the telephone number of

: requested CHRISTOPHER to pick up

a box left at the Park H:tel, Knoxville, by HORTON with the name of the
Highlznder Fclk School on it. This box was examined at the Park Hotel by
Specizl Apent NN ond B Xncxville Pelice Department,
znd was found tc centain a number of becks, most of which were children's
sterics, and ficticn buoks c¢f an innccuous nature. Included in the boex

were o fow bocks of intcerest because cf their radical labor or prlitical

1 e L
rhorarter, These ars =2t out ac fellows:

-~ 17 -
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"The Econcmy of fbundance," by STEWZRT CHASE, McMillan Ccmpany,

“lnkers of Freedom,” by SHERY '1@@ EDDY and KIRBY PAGE., Gecrge H. Dorne (Co.,

"The S:cial Prineipals of Jesus,™ by WALTER RAUSCHENBUSCH,

"There is Cenfusicn," by JESSE REDHMONT FAUCET,

"The Ruad Ahcad, {2 primer of Capitalism),” by HIRRY W. LAIDIER,
Cruwell Company,

"The Causes cf Wer,” by ARTHUR PIRROTT. McMillan Company,

"History and Prcblems cf Organized Labor,™ by FRANK TR.CEY CARLTON, PWiER,
M C. Heath Company, New York,

"E. Cvmpany," GENE RICHARD BLOCH, Slmon & Schuster.

"Trade Unicnism and Labcr Preblems," by Wm, Z. RIPIEY, Ph.D. Ginn & Ccmpany,
"Christianity and Labor Problems," KIRBY PLGE, etc. XAssociated Press.

C

+tancoe
i A b W

rie C ’ 3 g
*t was noticed that a large group of perscns registered in from New Yerk
d that the cards were marked Uphaus. —
1 expla;ned that this group came to Chattancoga about once & year and seemed
‘;ﬁg to be scme sort of a traveling schucl, He produced a letter received frem
; i this group meking reservation at the hctel and it was noted thot the name
was theMReligion and Labor Foundation, 106 Carmel Strget, New Haven, Connectd-

L cut, WILLARD AJPHAUS, Executive Secretary, LEON ROSSER L'ND Chairman,
bom = PHKRLHS F.LMcLENNAN, Id West Secretary. The perscn whe registergd in fer
‘ bne group was CH,RIES CJ/ WEBBER, Group leadcr, 531 West 122nd Street,
v New York, New York., On July 17, 1940 while this group was registered at
S called leng distance to lMonteagle,
Ef 4 Tennessee, The perscn called at Mcnteagle could nct be determined but
4

PN st:tcd he had heard scme of the grcup menticn geing to the High-
Jonder Folk School when they left Chattanscga. Since Mr, WEBBIR, who 1isted
himeelf as Groeup Leader, gave a New York address, 2 lead is being set eut
for New York to check him and the activities =f the Feundaticn.

- 18 -
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For the benefit of the New Orleans Office, the fcllcwing
excerpt frem a form letter requesting funds dated March 8, 1941, which was
sent cut by the Highlander Folk Schecl, is quocted:

"Added tc our community program is the activity of the staff in the labor
field, Our extension worker, MARY LAWRENCE, is expecting to leave socn

for educaticnal werk with unicns in New Orleans, where a large orgq‘;zatlonal
drive is in progress. . special two wecks' sessicn for union members will
-pen here on lay 12"

As an example of the type cf literature distributed by the
Highlander Fclk Scheool, Exhibit Nc. 22 is being enclosed. It will be ncted
that mentisn is made ¢f 8,000 minors in Grundy Ccunty whe will be affected
by an increasc in salary cf one duollar per day and that the leocul merchants
will benefit in z total amcunt cf $8,000 per day as a result, The entire
populaficn of Grundy County is only 9,717, accerding tc the 1930 census.

n"acy blty, Lenn(_ssee, wm.cn is in urun..y bdunt.y a
less than 1,000 miners in the entire ccunty.

In Exhibits numbered 3% thrcugh 20, numerous references are
made tc strike activities on the part of MYLES HORTON, WILLIAM BUTTRICK,
JAMES DOMBRGWSKI and ZILLA HAVEStamcng the residents af Grundy Ccunty, There
are two specific instances menti~ned in which the activities of these per-
scns frem the Highlander Folk Schccl caused strikes which definitely lowered
the income ¢f the perscns striking.

One of the few industries ¢f Grundy Ccunty is the cutting of
wozd for pulp purpuses,wnlch is kncwn as bugwccod cutting. Befcre these bug-
wced cutters were crganized by perscns from the Highlander Folk School
they werc getting a price c¢f $1.50 per cord fecr the wood they cut. After
the strike the price was drcpped to one dellar per cord and the quantities
purchase® were drcpped to such an extent that cnly about half of these pre-
vicusly empluyed cutting this wocd were again emplcyed for the same purpose.

The cther local strike organized by persons frow the High~-
1n028 cr FPolk Schoel was that of the W.P.A, workers. Approximately elght

hundred perscns were employed by W.P.4i. in Grundy County, werking on farm-to-
market roads but a definite slowdewn cf work and a subsequent strike in
which sitdown tactics were used so much delayed the work that the W.P.A. was
forced to curtail the program and after the strike only LDO perscns were re~
erployed on the road project.

- 19 =
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, In Exhibit Nc. 2 a ‘strike at the Richmond Hosiery Mills
at Daisy, Tennessee in 1935 is menticned in which perscns from the school
tcok a leading part in a rict which resulted in cne of them being shot.
A lead is being set cut t< obtain more definite infermation regarding this
activity.

In abcut 1934 or 1935 an attempt was made to organize
textile mills in Knoxville, Tennessee, during which several raids were con-~
ducted by vigllante ccmmittees and a grest deal of Communist literature
repcrted tc have been cestroyed. In discussing this matter with SEEEINENGENG
cf the Knoxville Pclice Department and S
now with Draft Beard No. 2 but whe was at that time SN
SN (- ville, Terncssce, it was determined that nc official
acticn was taken 2t that time but that 2 strong vigilante committee com-
posed of Legicnnaires and cother lceal citizens had raided several different
hcuses and had run the sc-called Cermunists ocut of town. No¢ arrests were
made and nc reccrd was maintained of any of the literature found nor of the
persons concernzd in the agitation, However, beth SN -nd S
@R rcrmember that FRANZ DANIEL and ZILL: HAWES were the leaders in the
apitaticn and that they were kncwn tc be ccnnected with the Highlander
Fclk Bchocl at that time. ’

has made scme menticn cf &

strike at 2 hesiery mill at Rockwoad in cbout 1936 and this is believed to
be the same strike menticned in Exhibit Nc, 1. From

‘repcrt is is believed that FRANZ DANIEL, ZILLA HAWES and MYLES HORTON were

the instipatcrs of this strike and that the perscof picked up with the
Cormunist literature in his pcssessicn while on the road tc join the High-
lander Folk Schocl was named HIIBURN. A lead is being set cut tc check
this informatizn at Rockwood.

Due tc¢ the nurber c¢f local contacts made by Mr. C. H. KILBY
arcund Monteaple and Tracy City an! the number of affidavits cbtained by
him from lceal persons, no aldditiznal investigztion i1s being conducted at
the present time to further verify the information contained in these
afficavits, In the event that it later proves tc be necessary, all of
these perscns menticned in the affidavits can be lccated as they are local
residents whe are classed as natives »f this mountaincus section ard seldom

leave their homes,
~ PENDING -~
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EXNCLOSURES:

TO BIRMINGHAM:

TO THE BUREAU:

l

Exhibit No, 21, photostatlc copy of record of evidence that QQC/
e ————
can be given by *
Exhibit No., 22, photostatic topy of unsigned statement of

Exhibit No. 1, photograph of a letter; from *
Athens, Tenne.,see, to *, Pweetwater, :
Ternessee, da u—:u 1;—16-—-:'.@,

Cxhibit No, 2, tat of report.ofb to
, dated May 8, 1935

P 6 txhibit No. 3, photostat of affidavit of *

Yr 7% dated November 23, 1940
‘Wuf‘x’u,// —-/({‘t_dXh.lblt No. L, photo;tat of affidavit ofﬁ dated

&f

December 16, 1940,

Exhibit No, 5, photostat of affidavit of —
dated December 16, 1940,

el d Wi £ +md one
Exhibit No. O, puquSuau (934 1113815 1ed sStaiement o

S i:ted December 2, 1940, ‘ (}U
Exhibit No. 7, photostat of afi‘idavit. of L

dated Jamuary L, 1941, ' ﬁ
Exhibit No. '8, photostat of affidavit ofb

dated January 7, 1941, i .
Txhibit No. 9, photostatbgf affidavit of

dated December 21, 1940, ;
Exhibit No, 10, photostat of affidavit of é

Amdndd ememnr 17 1017 Vi

L
+
>
)
]
i
ct

aated rbuzﬁa:y 1y L0y
. Exhibit No, 11, photostat of affidavit of*

dated January 1h, 1941,

Exhibit No. 12, photostat of affidavit of_
dated January 3, 1913, /

Exhibit No. 13, photostat c¢f letter from the’National
Youth Administration, Nashville, Tennessee, dated August

1L, 1939, ‘
Exhibit No. 1L,photostat of affidavit of dated

Nomsmbam 1R 700LO

LIS LClIlVTL J-U, a‘./L‘U, ]
Exhibit No, 15, photostat of affidavit of ANSEMEENItcd

February 2, 1941, |
Exhibit No. 16, photostat of affidavit of *
dated December 2, 1940,

‘-21-
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Exhibit No. 17, photostat of affidavit of é

AR December 30, 1940,
Exhibit No, 18, photostat of affidavit of b

dated January 2, 1942 '

Ly =y v
FExhibit No. 19, photostat of affidavit UMM dated

December 28, 19L0, i

Exhibit No. 20, photostat of affidavit of é 1'7‘../
dated December 28, 1940, _ "

Exhibit No. 21, photostat of evidence which can be given by
S :tcd February 22, 1941,

Exhibit No. 22, unsigned statement of SN d:ted
February 2i;, 1911,

\L’m‘aibit No. 232, photostat of a proposed affidavit covering
information given in newspaper articles written by JOHN

MeDOUGAL BURNS in the Nashville, Tenncssean,
Exhibit No.’2lL, photogrhph of Young Communist league card
bearing name
Ixhibit No, 25, copy of the Highlander Fling, Vel. 3, No. 1, .
February, 1941, [ o
Exhibit No. 26, photograph of letters written AEEEEENEY
by ELEANOR ROCSEVELT,
Exhibit No. 27, photograph of leaflots put out by the High-
lander Folk School concerning Mrs, ROCSEVELT'S report,
Txhibit No. 28, photograph of newspaper article showing check
and letter from Mrs. ROGCIVELT in 1940,
l Exhibit No. 29, photograph of program of benefit held by
\ Washington Committee for the Highlender S2hboXyidwd of a
letter dated January 27, 1941, signed by ﬁq&
ixhibit No. 30, photograph of exchange of correspondence be- '

tween (I 2nd Sccretary CORDELL HULL, '
Exhibit No. 31, photograph of leaflet put out by the High-
lander Folk School concerning endorsement by JOHN L. 1EWIS,
Exhibit No. 32, original mimcographed leaflet put out by
Highlander Folk School concerning increased pay of miners

vnion mombors,

- 22 -
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UNDEVELOPED IEALDS:

I At Birmingham, Alabama, will determine the reliability of
the DuBcse Publishing Company and, i1 possible, determine what printing
o has been done by them for the Highlinder Folk Schoel., It should be borne
- in mind that this DuBose¢ Publishing Company has also dcne printing fer the
Seuthern Conforence For Human Welfare and has at least gqucted on work in
++~ mast for the Scuthern Werker, the Communist newspaper in the Scuth.

oy At Huntsville, Alabama, will obtain all possible information 4 7¢C.
g W frem NN s ovtlined 1n ExhibiteBfos. 21 and 22, enclesed,

i At Elcrnnpe, Slnbama, will interview SEENENGGNGEGEEEERY vho is #‘7&
i enployed SRR ¢ dotermine if he
has atiinde<d & session of the Highlander Felk Scheel and, if so, obtain all
pessible information regurding the courses, teachers, and students. Will
~1s: roport 2ll conneetions with the Communist Party cf any activity or per-
scns at the scheel.

THE EOSTCN CFFICE:

' At Nerthampton, Masszchusetts, will determine the character
and activity of the institute Ior Lubor oStudies, whc received a check for
+wo dcllars from the Highlander Folk School.

TIE BUFFLLO OFFICE:

P

Are

is known to be a momber ©

THE CHICAGO OFFICE:

At Chicapec, Illincis, will check cn the cccupation and
antivities of LOVIGE fcrmer sccretary of the Highlander

Folk Schocl, whe rpcpnt] moved to Chicago — j‘?g

- 2% -
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THE DETROIT CFFICE:

it Flint, Michigan, will determine whether (SR =
recent arrivz]l at the Pl'-'hlander Folk Scheol, is related in any manner to

S~ e )
I'eC.

ayrmi +r
res:Ldent c¢f Flint, will determine her uctiviti e85 re i

g
tation the

TIZ KNOXVILLE OFFICE:

At Tracy City, Tennessee, will re-ccntact lMr. C. H. KILBY
fer such new informaticn as he may receive ccncerning the schecl.

At Henteagle, Tennessee, will re-contact q
SRR (- ony now information he cbtzins reparding the sch ér’lp {;
4t Sewanee, Tennessee
41

At Norris, Tennessee, will re-contact j 7~
SN, criclcycd in the Forestry Division of the Tennessee Valley
Luthority feor cc mpletc infermation regarding a trip he madzs to the H:.ghlander
Fclk Scheool in ccnnecticn with his forestry werk and alse regarding an attempt
mede by MYLES HORTON cr JAMES DOMBROWSKI tc make a speech at Norris during
1935 or 1936,

1t Chattanscga, Tennessee, will contact NN ‘(,7&
for any new inf:ormation he

is 2ble tc obtain regarding LOUISE B. CONKLING, Secretary of the Highlander

Fclk School.

e S —— 7

At Daisy, Tennessce, will contact SENEGEEEEERIRREN {7&
SN [ichoiond Hosiery Hills, for all infurmation in his pocssession & '
concerning 2 strike at his plant during 19%5 when the strikers ware led

by a delegation from the lighlander Folk Schocol.

A
At Rockwcod, Tennessee, will re-contact JENEENNEGENEENNY -7 /.
the Pighway Patrcl and from him cbiain the names of those local citizens whe
were on the vigilante committee during the hesiery mill strike in 1935 or in
19%6 and from these local citizens will zbtain complete details concerning the
participaticn of persons from the Highlander Fclk Schecl with this strike

-2 -
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ond in particular, will determine the name of the perscn, thought to be
JLILBURN, whe was f:iund with ccnsideruble Communist literature on his person
connecting him with the Highlander Fclk Scheol.

THE LOUGISVILIE OFFICE:
.t Berea, Kentucky, will determine the character and repu-
tatizn of who en- 470
dorsed a check made tut by the Highlander Folk Scheol to MYLES HORTON in the
am:unt <f 329,85 abcut February 15, 1941. This check was deposited in the

THE MENPEIS CFFICE:

4t Nushville, Tennessez, will get a certified cc of the
3 3
lg}al ander FoiX ochniii ircm the Secretary of State and will

Jbtaln Cuples cf such correspocndence as nay have been written or received
at any time ccncerning this chat%ar.

At the State Jmerican Legicn Headquarters, will ccntact the
americanizaticn Committee 1o determine vhether it has zny of the reccrds
ccmplled

L1p

and apparently hcad of the Americanizaticn Committee
at cne time. Particular scarch should be made for a bulletin of the Revo-
lutionary Policy Ccmmittee cf the Sccialist Party issued in April, 1934
which was signed by J/JES DOLUBRGWSKI, FRANZ DANIEL and ELIZABETH HAWES.
Will cbtain any cther pertinent information from the American Legicn files
ccncerning the Highlander Fclk Scheol.

THE MI A OFFICE:

At Gamesnlle Fl:rida, will determine the present activity =

=

&
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THE NEW YCRK OFFICE:

will detcermine if an acccunt is maintainec ere under the

following @ames:

S Highlander 'Folk Schocl,
: MYLES HORTON,

JAMES DOWMBROVSKI,

ELIZABETH HAVES.

Till check at 99 Claremcnt venue tc determine if a family
bearing the last name SCHULTZ lives there cor has lived there in the past.
Will determine the reputaticn and activities of the SCHULTZ family which
might link them with the Ccmmunist Party, Will also determine if C. B.
SHULTZ, cr E. B. SHULTZ, is related, it being noted that a box cf bocks was
recently sent to the Hiphlander Fclk Schocl, one of which bore the name of
ANNA L. SCHULTZ at the above address.

- 26 -
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¥ill check the reputaticn and activities >f SEEEND j D¢
who signed himself on the register Chattanzoga, s
as Group Leader fcr the Religizn and Labor Foundation, 331 West 122nd Street, j -)p
tzww York. Tis group is 2lsc knovm as the Uphaus Group and apperently con- '

ducts some kind of a labour schocl,

TEE V/.SHINGTON FIELD OFFICE:

will determine the reputation and

At Vashingten, D, C.

wotavities cf
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THIS GASE ORIGINATED AT ERQXVILLIE, TERESSEE

{. e e s e

WERORT WMADE AT

VIR, FLORIDA

DATE WHEN MADE

5/13/41

PERIOD FOR REFORT MADE BY

TITLE

EIGELA

Vs | G- L7

y

TER FCLX SC500L INTENAL SECURITY « C

SUTTRCE:

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

])E(E/) SEED versity of'Fleride, Gainesville, Fioridas,

: Vd
WILILIAL T/ UTTRICK, JR. entered Uni-

Februsry 1, 1541 end is precently taking

j?‘-/?-f course in Soclsl Science. He is residing

in dormitory. No irdicetion of subversive

ectivities there. — .2'75

P
£ 7

Report of Speciesl Agent
Enoxville, Tennessee deted 4/10/41.

AT GAIVLSVILLE, FLGRIDA

)
)

LASSIFIED
Y

A_LTN CMATION CONTAINED
HEREH 15 LN |
DATﬁ.zgézaE&ZB (5

Arent eontected Surerintendent of ¥ails
€ Tniversity Stetion, and she adviged that BUTTRICE wes
sz to her and that his meil hed not ettrected her attention.
ivized thet he resided inSettion "E", Room 225, Fletcher ©

K4

on the University Cgnpus exi that he rented Box 2331 on =i

Ty 29, 1540, which is e very small mail box. -

- -
- -

EN

Arent eccntected

‘ersity of Tleride, who furniched the school record on WILLIAY
TTTRICE, JR. vhich disclosed thet he was torn et Acheville;
L Ceyroline on Jugust 30, 1910 ané thet his parents reside et

'4 i Srecian Mc::u DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES” ~
2 VAR V7
w THIS REFORT ¢ . )
my ' ' ‘
O Deerpogep” L' 17151841 -
“S PR 24 1961 , | 3}__ .
N Ry -

i
¥ & CLVRKL NDNT FRINFIN WS T304 i &
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wﬁachington Rosd, 4sheville, He rave his home alddress as™’

Venteagle, Tennessee when he filed his epplicetion on .Tanuary "

15, 1941 and steted Le ettended Asheville, North Cerolips High

A Cchool f£rem 1924 to 19°F, City College af, Asheville from 1928 to

L 1550 and Duke University from 1920 tc 1931, He entered the
University on February 1, 1941 end is mejorirg in Social Science .
epperently with & view of getting = degree W wark as & teacher. I
Ee is single and e Methodiat, : B

EUTTRICK steted in his applicsiion thet be had been -
rreviously employed selling msgazines, radios, and real estate;
nast he hed done some writing far the WPA Writers' Project in
Io* th Ceroline; thst he hed teught ip the XYA Camps in '
Penpcylvania end had tewght £t the Highlapd Folk School,

SRR ::vised thaet he believes his college is
v free of sny orcenized radicsl element; that Le tries to keep a
,{ ! close vwtech cn this situstion end occesiorelly when a disturting

_é L element show:z up he ie elimineteds He sicted thst TUTMRICK 15 un=-
‘ -t knon to him end Le hes never had eny reports on kim, end thet no
R 1 © confirmetion wes made by the schocl of his teechine asctivities et
the Hirhland Folk School.

Agent intervieved NN Dircctor of

Residence, (MNP c st-tcd thet he hod rever received

eny unfavorstle reports on IUTTRICE; thzt ke hed conversed with
FIMTTRICK on two occasiors, coce vhen he #irst ertered the Tni-
versity wnd applied for the monitcrship job for Section "E"™ where
he rezides but was not suncessful 'in obtaining the veosition. No
reason was glven by BUTTRICK in eprlying for this positiocn, but

t csrries a $24 fee per semester, which he believes was the motive,
Licre recently FUPTRICE hed contacted him an? reserved s room until
ncxt Febraery., He steted thet he would rske a discreet incuiry and
advise Agent further on the mstter,

Sutsequent 1y (MNP . viced Arent by telephone that
e bed eontected Sectidp "E monitor end elso FUTTRICH'S roormate
i they reported tiiet he 18 rot inclined to be very sociable;
thut he Les but 1ittle to s=y =nd is very studious; thecti he claims
to te suflerine fron e Leart silmernt and he kas net by verds or
eete indlested opy subtversive tendencies.
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FEDERAL BUREZATL OF INVESTIGATION
This case originated at KNOAVILLE, {ENI. File No. 61-12
r Hepert made at Date made 1 Period Report made by
SR 5:1,12,13, 1L Aoc-
KNOXVILID, TENI. 6-1-11 / 1517211 ) AEB
b - e ——— i T“ : - I
I Title v Character of case
IGHLANDZR FOLE SCHOOL INTERNAL SECURITY - C
7 R
i . 4 :
' U S
STNOPSIS - ___ ______________J —475
Additional information concerning past activities .
of [Hchlander Feolk School and nembers of its
faculty indicate Conmumst eanln s of school
L e RMATION CONTAINED
|
| \ T HEREIN IS U CLASSIFIED
| ~- DATE. BY:
ROFERENCE Report of Special Agent — Knoxvilie, LL-lO—LJ.
Report of Special Agent- ".:Laml, 5-13-L1.
DETATLS : / 4T UUKTEAGLE, TINIISSTE: S LI
- r U el L
¥FroL hEy ks ~":,? A I ostnaster, Monteazle, Tennessee, was
v = = contacted on kar 13, 1911 and stated yhat the "spring term
-4 e o= for southern workers" (iay 12 to Ry, 2l;) was presently in
/. 4 osession at the Folk Scheol. ITILT b,‘.OI?.TO]*I had called a.h,;p,.w -
[Toproved and . o ., 1,
forvarded @/&F?.MM SAC , {/_____‘_;Z;3 _ b__‘_JUL 1 1941
Coples- ,/ < AT
\-’5 Tureau 2 Los Angeles 2 Riclimond
2 tlbany 2 Louisville 2 San Antonio ; JUN 6
2 Atlanta 2 Lemphis 2 San Francisco { g Nm
2 Zaltimore 2 Yiami 2 5t, Louis \
2 Birmdnghan 2 ldlvaukee 2 5t, Paul ' ]
2 Boston 2 New Haven 2 Savannah \ e e
2 Charlotte 2 llew Urleans 2 Washington Field
2 Chicago 3N H York L| 'V:Lllli
2 Clevelamdi J. COINTLLIY) B
2 Denver 2 Oklahoma City o \
2 Detroit 2 Omaha v ) _
2 liuntington 2 Philadelgida lo- a [
2 Irdianapolis 2 Pittsburgh '.(‘@3‘
P \ )
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]
lonteagle Post Cffice and given the following list of students:

!

/ SIDNLY PITTEWPURG,

' JOEL MATTHEWS,

PAUL WINN, ="

FELTX CATLLEVET,

GATHA LAE IEZ, .,

\ ; BILLY CAVINESS,

HAZEL PEHEIHA,
ALVIN SCHYPLI,

announced a "sumner workshop
1941. Sponsors of the workshop

udent writers" July 2t to August 9,
were listed as:

FAUL GREEX, =
TLLIAY S. KNICKERBOCKER

JULIA CCLLIER,HARRIS, P

}YILLEN ERAND, and

BARGTTE DEUTSCH.

Teachers were listed as:

CHARIES WXFZRGUSCN, Associate Editor of the Readers'
Direst;
JTQ\LAPSLEY Former teacher of wrltlng at Hood
?llege, Maryland;
PHILIF/1TILHGUS, Student at the University of
North.Carollna
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Guest speakers were listed as JLKBA(STILL and HARRY HARRTISON
f;ROHL.
The cost of the session is given as thirty dollars and there are
no scholastic requirements. An invitation was given to trade union workers,
collepe students, "Y' members, church groups and farm organizations. Also
included in each of the 1,630 envelopes mentioned above was a pross release
dated Way 1, 1941, amiouncing a twe weeks' session commencing May 12, 191,
The courses arc listed as: "Singing, dramatics, discussion of labor problems
and history, speeches, reading and recreation." Speakers and special teachers
fer this session are listed as:

JOHN TF\JONES, Dircetor of Labor Non Partisan league;

HOLLIS V}\HEID, Chairman of the Tennessee Commonwealth
Fedcrafion;

WILLING. M.\ EAVES, Regional VWage and Hour Division;

FR3 \JCFFEE, Sogial Sccurity Board;

Reverend ELSUCRTHASIITH, Southern Cocperative Conference;

ROBZILT L.\CRUDEN, Publicity Director, United Rubboer ‘orkers;

PAUL R)\CHEISTOPHER, Secretary-Treasurer, Tennessee Industrial
Union Council. :

Also announced was & "Lober's Won Partisan Icasue Institute,”
lay 17 to 18, under ALTCN LAWRENCIZ, Southern Representative; the Annual
Tri State Hosiery Institute, Junc 7 and 8, announced by ZD7ARD F. CALLITHAN,
Southern Director, Amcrican Federation of Hosiery Workers.

An issuc of the Highlander Fling, published by the Highlander
3 Folk School, dated April, 1941, contcins the folloving articles of par-
ticular interost: '

" FUR ZR STUDENTS ORGANIZING

Here are the current organizing and negotiating activities of Highlander
students: '
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Cccii\gegues, member of the idne, iill and Smelter Workers, recently or-
panized the Dixie kctal Products Company of Bessemer, Alabama, a touch job
to judge by previous attempts at unionization there. Currently he is
negotiating a contract for the new union. Cecil is also business agent for
the Wholesale Local of the Birmingham Retal Clerks.

tary Wipers Company. Iil\Yadon, Highlander 1940, joined HaljpGibbons in the
two week orgmnizing thit brought on the victory. 1il Yadon is a board mem-
ber of thc T-‘m.’ﬂl., Local 2.

in election was recently Yld ard won by the TWUA at the louis¥ille Sani-

Edthlair, who attended Highlander on the Eleanor Roosevelt Scholarship, is

organizing for the .malpamated. At the successful Cluctt strike in Atlanta
he was in charge of the entertainment on the picket line ond in the strike

tent. '

/
J. SE\Eradford is organizing for the International Cement, Lime, and Gypsum
Jorkers (L. F. of L.) in Knoxville.

« Hosiery organizer and President of the Highlander Alumni Association, Matt
yach is back in Tenncssee after several months of activity in Mississippi.
John Jate, Tih, was one of the contract negotiators at the llansfield Mills,
Lumbckton, N, C., which brought wage increases ranging {rom 5 per cent to
155 per cent. John's Union has acquired a new hall,

Other AJumni Activity

Billyébfailey‘s loczl ILGYWU, in Atlants, now has a hall. Billye is

director of the union's educutional program, and sends the following details.
There are classes for whitc members and for negro members in union procedure,
: parliamentary law cnd public specoking, history of trade unions and the

re i ILGW, and study of garment monufacturc. In the recrecation line there are
e bingo gasmes, bowling trams, and Mr. I. Q.'s, again for white members and

: i colored members. Plins are being mode to cxtend the clusses to Griffin,

' Georgia, where therc arc other Highlander alumi.

LA
¥y

}
§' : : Virginia/Swann was elscted recording secretary of her Nashvillc Hosiery
: Local, lost her job, and is nov viorking at Gustonia.

~
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TENNESSEE COMIONVEALTH FEDERATION ORGANTZED

Accepting the challenge of John B.\ Thompscn, cheirman c: the Southern Con-
fzrence For Human Welfare, that "all men are to be jucde=d in their devotion
to real democracy by their willingness to defend and e:tend it in times of
energency,” the Tennessee Conference on Democracy meet-ng in Nashville on
Yashington's birthday orrcanized the Tennessee Comaonwe:lth Federation.

The purpose of this organization is "to join in commor cause all men and
“wmen, including: those who labor on the farm, in office, mine, mill, or
elsewhere, for c-ncerted independent political action."

E. V.\lieid, legiclative representative of the Railrcad Brotherhoods, was
rmade chairman an an executive board was elected from tne C.I.0., A.F. of L.,
the four Railrc.d Brétherhcods, d liberal groups who hzd jointl: spon-
sored the confe.unce. mrs. RuthCutler, 1018 Cotton Ciates Bldg., Nash-
v.ilc, is the Feceration's Sccrctary.

L, <ozilutlon the Federation condemned the "Grundy Cowvut;r Crusaders," point-
mb cut that the Crusaders' attacks on labor people and labor institutions
13titute a threat to demeocracy and national unity.

RECENT CZIDORSENENTS

ihe United bine Workers, local 7708 in Grundy County, and the International
Minc, Mill and Smelter vorkers Union are among the organizations which
have recently endorsed Highlander,

SCHEDULE FOR 191

Mey 12-2L Two week term for union workers.

v f and 8 Institute for American Federation of Hosiery ‘orkers.
Junz G-21 Junior Union Camp.

"ure 30-July 28 Work Camp for Amcrica.

1y 28-August 9 Writers Workshop.

~~-rt 18-September 27 Six week term for union workers. "

R [ SR
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ager Lime wcnufacturing
, who residas at Scwanesz, Tannessee, stoted thet
con51duruble labor troubln durins the pcst few
-0 19f1n1+ﬁ1" trace any of tho troublu as

han zlunnus of the Iii:hlandnr Folk School,

n.s been & constant trouble-maler ot the Gager Linme lcnufzcturing Company

% NeL Scvaral yeors ago 2 porsons from the Firhlander
Felk School came to thu lime compeny vith & mo tlon pictura camerc and ex
i 1ncd that thoy were t;kln" picturas concerning workers in Zost Tennessze.
F.:teeraphs wore taken of employees of the lime company, using the lime

- f

o . trash hezcp as & backsround, SR : 1t thut this was done
in _ruer to give an untruc picture of working conditiens ot the lime company,

o, Tc.nmssca, steted that Dre KBICIZERBCCKLR end Dre FLolidNG JauZS,
novkers of thoe facultr ot the University of tho South previously mantlonud in
*.*z roport, have both asreed to give cours:zs of instructicn at the High-

207 Tolk School this sumcr. Dre Ja..S hos T"‘C‘“ntl'f held at lecst t‘lr\.e

8
- e o wChoold this & - LRSI

..oz mectings awttorded by iivas or six studonts of the University of the
South,  Reecantly a conmittae of Thaology students waited on Dr, JULES and

reouzsted thet he discontinuc his conncction with the Highlandor Folk School
cnd his pecece aclivitics. Dr, Ji1IS made a very cnti-British address at a

- 22 -
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neceting of the Vomen's Awxdliory of the University of the Scuth during the
Lenten Scason. The University of the South is zn Episcopal school and the
majority of thz persons connected with it are decidedly pro-British, wnd
thorefore the members of the Viomon's Awdlicry were very upscet at the tenor
of Dr, JilIS3' specch.

. lIIIlIIlllIIlIlll.IIIlIIIllllll-llIlllllllllllllllllllllll.
/’/ 2 SRy -t tcd thot Professor THOWAS GOVAN, previcusly menticned in

this report azs being sympathetic toward the Hichlander Folk School, is a
- former classmate of JALES DOLBROVSEI, Secretary of the Hishlander Folk

~

e =+ 5+ o thot

- - S ey ey > =53 &L s &
he has upon soveral ocrasions trected JAlES DOLBRTWSKI and other persons
gsiding permanently or tomporarily at the Highlander Folk Schocl. Although

Grundy County is thz source of many chzrity patients zt thz 4G
m DOLZRCUSEI or other persons at the Folk School have never brought

any local people to the hospitcl for trzatment., Paymont for treatment given
to persons ot the lighlander Folk School isizlliys made by JailS DO.LEXOWSKI.

The November 21, 19,0 issue of the Sewanee Purple, official
organ of the students of thz University of the South, reported a speech
riven by Dr. JalES DOMBRGWSKI before the Fi Gamma iu Social Science Fra-
ternity. A portion of this article is set ocut as follows:

At 1ts meeting on Thursday, llovember ]LL, Pi Gemma iu, Social Ecience
Frateraity, had as its speuker Dr, Jaixs mz.fﬁin a1, uJ.rectGr of the High=-
lander rolk School near Uenteagle., Dr, DOIDROUSKI holds a Doctorate from
Columbia Univeresity, is a graduate of the Union Theolegical Seminary in
liew York City, and is an author of some note, He has been prominent in

labor cducation for a number of years.

4 3

Tiie sp\,m :er discussed the relizious background of the school., lie pointed

- out tiot most of the early faculty menmbers were graduates of Union
A *"f._ . “.eomr ical Seminary and that some of the most generous supporters of the
' o solowl ers church or ganizaticns and clergymen. He said that he, himself,

e eriw-.oa the labor cause through the religiocus channel,”

P i e e —— Y e —_— —-— —— - B - e
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L._nCY CIT _{ TJ..-I\NLSSEE

# Lumber
wi ipany, Tracy City, stated“thst he made a delivery of lumber to the High-

c.nuar Folk School in 1939. S vent into the main building of the school

n moaanakh A en +m talra AaV1ivwaryy ~AF +ha Turkhaw U~ At 3 anAd aliased o
a.-;a [(Epery =" L OF F I & SN UUAJUU&LU (WA vl o \-I-C.LJ-VE‘AJ W uu.l; PR T E L Y PP uuua.uuu \..ucu. bb ULL

the wall of one of the dowmstairs rocms depicting how to organize a meeting
by parliamentary procedure ana @ow to get control of a meeting., Hde saw no
evidence of mountain craft work.

A r:lated that JAMDS DOLBRCYISEI took motion pictures of the
suvrikers auring the VW.F.A, strike in Tracy City in Januwary and February of
1y Jﬂ. Tor these motvlon pictures, the strikers wore their oldest and most
tattered clothing. a:.rls from the Highlander Follk School made speeches to
‘

+n thair 'r'-frrh+c-
W Ulied L Aplibo e

\.Jc"

ety brorc
L L I A AR S g

{'J

cave the following information
concerning the W.P.A, strike in Grundy County in January and February of 1939:

CHARLES\‘.%DMLS County Road Super fntendent, was a forner student
znd qmpat}aver of the Ihghldnder Folk School, He demanded to be allowed

to appoint all W.F.4. foremen con road projects. This the W.F.A. zuthorities
rofused to allow him to do. Immedi: ctely thereafter, agsitzotion commenced s
for a strike of the W.P.A. workors. (MM often saw JALLS DOLBROVSKI ond
LIZLES EORTON cut on W,P.,A. projects talking to the workaers, DOLERCWSKI and
HCRTCH would leave when QWP came within hearing distance, Wwhen the

strike was called, the W.F.A. vorkers took ovar the W.,P.A, office at Tracy

o3 v and staped & sit—down strikc. HORTON and DOLDROWSKI brought girls

froin the llighlander Folk School to the W.P,A. office vherce the strike was in
progress. These persons fron the Highlander Folk School made specches to the
strikers, advising them as to the proper methed of conducting the strike and
the pirls from the Hizhlander Folk School donced with th2 strikers in the
ePehs office. 4 grect dezl of liquor was in ovidence 2t the W.P,A. office
curing the sit-dowm strike. AP stoted thet it is his understonding
ihat some of the girls from the Highlander Folk School hod sexual relations
with some of the strikers, HMe has no proof of this zllzgation., JEEGEGG_GND
further steted thiot clthouph at the time of the strike about seventy-five
poreent of the VL, P.A. vorkers in Grundy County were associated with or
sympithizers of the Highlander rfolk School, only two or threc W.P.A. workers
nou hove anything to do with the llighlender folk School.
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stated that ebout threo rs 280
an old cemetary ceross thoe road from the lighlander Folk School, scarching
for the date on o tombstone. A group of students at the Highlander Folk

School were having some sort of a drill in the Folk School ground, A
whistle would blow cnd they would shout and shove each other around, then
whon tho whistlec blew zgein, they would ccase their activity. It wes
SRR o-inion thot they were practicing picket-line wctivity. Then
the students had finished this drill, they sat dovm ond sang songs. One
ot the songs was to thce tunz of "The 01d CGray Mare She Aintt Vhat She Used
to Be," and same of the words which SN ovarhcerd were: "01d men

Patat Al Al enime ad e+

T‘h."l““"TTT‘T‘T' P e A R - T A 4o 1-\.—. " I‘HA"‘L\QW vy b d 1o e

WAL W Ll dill v widv Wi uscl o [] SNllv blilod SRag WAL WL O Ol e e
time was "those afraid of the big bed cop,® sung to the tunz of Vhosa Afraid
of the Big Bac Tu'oli‘.

SN - .tcd thot upon two occasions seversl years ago
he as shot at from ambush, He can think of no rcason for this other than
his aetive oppositien to the Highlandzr Folk Scheol.

SN :iotcd thot the Chottunooga Times, a daily
newspeper, has been particl te the Hizhlondar Foll School, and that irs,
W. V. JONES, loccl correspondent of tiie Chattaznoosa Times, has complained
to SEEEP 2t locel circulation hes fallen off baczuse of this.

steted that when the bzkery workers wicre out on
strike In the swwner of 1937, RALPHE TEFFERTZLIZR camz down from the Folk
School und agitated ameng the strikers and had meetings vith thom, TLFFER-

TZLLER contactcd_ and purported to bz a raprescntative of the
strikers., Yhon _nmnf.ar? a1t thot the strikers had violotad their

: 'Justm" controet with — by walking out without giving him notice,
FEFFTRICLLER said that "Ihe contract was just a screp of peper.' AN
' .)wt :d that his amployees, who ore ma.lbcrs of tn a.F. of L., Union, have
/—"\! singe sone on record as opposing tihe ilizhlander Folk School.

S r:1:tcd thot severcl yeors cpo o smell cyclone
blew the rocfs off of sovarcl houses ot Lacger, Tennessee, in Grundy

_ # . .. County. /NN o is the locz) representotive of the Red Cross,
e iw? 702 opnarlad to the Red Cross for oid for the vietims of the cyclone. A rep-
: resentotive of the nationul Red Cross come to Trocy City and, in company
) vith SEEEEEEE >nt to Looger, wiere thoe cost of repciring the dameged
houses was estimeted. 211 the victims, numbering zbout twelve, scemed
vory plezsed that thsy were to reccive cssistance [rom the Hed Cross, but
on the following doy vhen the Rad Cross representative and SN rc-
turncd to Loager in order to have the viclims sign certain forms, SN

-25 -
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B ¢ tio others refused to sign, vwhersupon the Red Cross reprasen-
tativz became angry and torc up the papers. That night, SR cone to
SR :nd stoted that he had reconsidered and wished to accept the
ancunt allotted to him., JENEEP stated thot the reason he had refused to
sign was that JALLS DOLERGLSKI and WYLES HORTON had come to Laager and hod
cdvised him to refuse to z2ccept the wmount proffzred by the iled Cross inas-
mich as it vas insufficient. NP -(viscd thot the Red Cross later
paid JP =nd the two others the originc] amount,

Ay :t:t:d thit
MR is o friend of DCLBICTIT and HORTOW and a supporter of the Highlender
Folk School, £t 2 recent county Americen Lepion convention, SN opposed
o motion condemning subversive activities. Thasce fzcis suould be borne in
rmind it connecction with any investi~ction at the Trucy City Post Office.

r. C, H.\IC[LBY_, an employec of the Tenncssee Consolidatad
Cozd Company, gave the fdllowing wdditional informction concerning past
activities of the Hishlander Foll: School:

. In 1938, DOLPNAUG}UI, than business ngent of Highlander
Folk School, made 2 trip around the county and told cll persons on relisf
to come to rz2licf hecdguorters at Tracy City on the fellowing doy. The
relizf hecdquarters hed worked out o system shereby those on relief vwere
zssigned e particular doy of the week on which to come to the office, thus
sinplifying distribution of supplices, The arrivel of &ll persens on relief
cn tha samz day created a jon ot the relief heidquarters, DOLFPH VAUGHN <ios
there in the erowd and shen ruestioned by the relizf cgent os to why he
had told cll the persons on relief to come to the office on the scme doy,
he ctctad loudly, "The supplics are hera, give then to them,"

RILEY stoetad thot W, He LARLOVE, = local man who has been
cssocicted closely vith the Highlander Foll School, ran as an elector for
EARL EBRGJDLR, Comuunist ccndidate for President, in the 1936 elections,

LILEY stzted that th2 United &ine Workers' Unicn at Tracy

City, Local 5881, went on record sometime zgo as condemning the Highlandar
Folk School for its sctivitizs, LATT EUNCH, Internotional Representotive
of the Uil7, dzmanded upon saveral occasions that Local 5881 rescind their
cordarmnotion of the Ighlonder Folk School., This the union refused to do.
Ca Joauzry 31, 1941 LATT DBULCH cppeared before Loczl 5881 and stated thet
he was instructed by the International to inform Loccl 5881 thut they mmst
endorse the liighlondar Follr School or BUICH wrould be forced to toke up
their charter. On thot date Loczl 5881 encorsed the Highlander Folk School.
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{ILRY stoted thet EYLES HORTOH raturncd from o trip to Iew
York City on lay 10, 1941 (nd at thut time wus driving ¢ 1941 bleack Chev
rolet Sedan, 191 RKoa York licon e F71--Th63. KILBY stc:.d that soverzl
months ago he met a men in ¢ t.avern at wontecgle vho was goincwhet under the
influcnce of ligquer. This man stated that hz wos the son of Dr, FLELLING
JeiinS, Dezn of the Theology School ot the Un;wrsr*‘ of the South, Scienee,
Tennessec, Accoraing to tihis man, Dr, J..IS was ¢ regular contributor to
the Highlander Folk School bzfore coming to Sawanes. This mon stzted tnct
¢ is a teccher in o school in Arkanscs. lle dafcnced botl Commomwezlth
Collegz in /rkanscs ond e ldghlander Folk School, statinc thut thcy were
iebor schoole &nd not Cernuymnistic,

Lr. FILBY, cs hzad of the Gruady Courty Crusaders, is con-
tinuing his efforts cgainst the Hizhlonder Folk Sciicol. 2 recently made a
t2lk belere the Stale Convention of the Jurnior Order of Anericun waochinics,
wionding the IHghlandor Folk School as o Communist school, wnd presenting the
Lifidevits and evidence vhich he hus in his possescion to substunticte his
cidim,  LILDY is conferring with stotz officials with & view to initizting
procecdings to coneol the ch ~ter of the llighlconder Folll Schicol.

.;rl' ‘A.;.SJ., Turuul.JSSEE

It wos lecrnzc =t Daolsy, Tonnecsee thzot the Iichmond Hosiery
1ills elosed thzir plant thors chout 1936
of the Richmond losicry kills, whom o lzzd vias seb out to interview, is now
located et ths main plant of tha Richmond liosiary Lills ot Rossville, Georgic.
4 lead is being set out to interview (N -t ossville,
L7 NCCK.J00D, TENJZSSIE:

issistant Chiaf ED TAYLOE of the Tennesser Higtorwy Potrol
wio o Intorviesred ot llockood, Tennessee and statzd thet
- o2 lead vos set out to interview, hcos been transferred from Rockivood
' othe yestarn port of Temnessce. Chiefl TAYIOE stolzd; hovever; thot

.U Rockwood, had complete infornetion concerning thiz cetivities oi persons
from Hizhlander Folk School in connection with the striks st Rockiiood.

Nocloood, Tennessee,
tated thot during the strilie ot the Rockwood Hociery iills in lLay, 1936,
II:“ HONTON, JIMIEURN DULISTZD, LATT LYNCH, ZILLs HAVSS ond ITwhZ DATIEL
czi2 to 1.oc1~. ocd to lead the strike. Thesz persons set up o hzadquerters
covzrote from the wunion heodguerters cad endecvored to toke over the strike,
“his strike thoy wore not successful because of the action of the loczl
cuthorities, who raa then out of town, SN rclcted thet one doy

-27 -
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during the strike, he sighted 4SSN :riving < cutomcbile in

Foclorood and took out ofter him in on attempt to arrcst Lim, NN
uog driving o cor wvith Virginia license plates on it «nd hod been szen fre-
ucently vaith LYLES HORTCL for scvercl days prececing this incident.
Hi‘ollowed—cw out intc the country .ie:re lie succeeded
in stopping SN .. -rrcsting him.  Tihe back sect of SN c:.r
wos conpletely fil..ed with litercture. SR rcnertors thot some of
this literature ccatained tie following stotement: "Dowm with the americon
1ag, up with the Rrd flug," Other parts of this litercture advocated equel
ights for anegroes, mzrricze between vhites and ncegroes; the <doption of
Communism in thic ~wuntrry, and free love. JNEER -t: .22 thot he Xept some
of this Iiterctur. Jor o iloag time but beliceves thct it hos 11 been destroyed.
Zovever, e il sooreh (s records in an effort to 5w some of this.

i . tz¢ o . tho m: of his arrest that ho wee ¢r his oy to the

Highlonder Folk Sc.col to duliver a series of lectures. JiEED i:ter
learnaed thet upon his release, NN ont to the Lizhlondor Folk School
ond roncined there for cbout two weeks.,

S -t-t:d that persons from the Hi
1 a lurge nuabzr of strikes in the i
rixc at the R nayon Pl
; inzsport, Tennzssie, a strike at the Richmond
‘‘‘‘‘‘ 1y «1lls at Rossvillc, Geergia, a strlke at the Richmond Eosiery iLills
s iennessce, < strike 2ot the Richmond Hosiery Lills &t kelville,
llnness ee, the cbeve-inientioned strike at the Roclcod Hesiery kills ot
.zoivoed, Tennessce, and ¢ strike at the Harrimen Hosiery «dills at Herriman,

LTINS EECCe

Jdander Foll School
1 Tenngssee zrea,

4 TV o

£
s
- Tadlad

] l.J.U i.J.LJ.&uU\.UI&LaUL.l,

2
~
[ >

1

-

L. CIATTANOOGL, TONIESEEE:

stoted thot he hos been wnsuccessful in an effort

to obtain additioncl informotion concerning LOUIST B. COWKLING, presently
sceretary of the Highlander Foll Schocol. - stated that although he
izovell zequainted with NN -1d thot shz hos no racicol
Li.duncies, he connot vouch {or LOUVISE CORKLING beeause she hios been ouay
o home attending schools throughout the country for a number of years.
EREP® -1uted that he would cortact tha resident agents' office in Chattanooga
©7 2 learns anything additionzl or the subject. No undeveloped lead is

3 sot cut to re-~intezrviev SR
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as le 1T 0T S
records of thz Hlﬂhland F 1k School which viere kept at thz home oi‘ L
NOSENTHAL 2t 821% Central Avenus, Chattaznocoga, have been removed from that
addrzgs, presumably baclk $o the Highlander Folk School.

ztoted that he was sent to the Ilighl;ndy Folk School in connectlon wl

—d e e e

ind wori with the I‘UI‘LSLIy Ur..UuILI'lL.nL to plant trees on the Highlander
mpees . that time JALDS DOLBERCYSKI showed 4 -round the school,
’notﬂd that the library in DOLBROVSEI'S rcom contained copiss of the
worics of KARL LARX, a bn.ography of LERIN, ard other Cormmmlst books. One
oi the books was entitled Miorkers of the “orld irise," DOLBRGLSKI stated
to I that thesc Communist boolks in the librery werc used as background
for lcbor cducction. SR stated thot he saw nothing else ot the school
vwhich arocusad his suspicion but that there wes no session of the school
going on at the timc S wcs therc,
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;;::fj UWDEVELOFLD LE/LDS:

nach office
checl tne names of jzersons within their [ield division against their
les and report briefly any Communist or subversive activities on the part
o 12
(=]

UGl DEI'SCRS.,
THE BIRMINGHAN OF.ICE:

AL Llrnlr*nam, Albbama, viill determine the reliability of
the Dufose lublishins Conpany end, if possible, determin: what printing
has beza done by tham for the liizhlander Foll: Scho2l, It should be borne
in mind that this DuBose Publishing Company has alse don2 printinv for the
Southzrn Conference for Huwuan Welfare and has at J:east quoted on viork in
the past for the Scuthern Worker, the Communist n

] LLER RIS S 0 B )

#it Florence, Alesbama, will interview_ who
is emplos-edm to dstermine
if he has attended o session of the Highlandsr Folle Scheel, and, if so,

obtzin zll possible information regarding th: courses, teachers, and
studentz, 74ll also report all connections with the Commnist Ferty of
any cctivity or persons ct the school.,

#At Huntsville, Alabena, will obtain all possible information

frem SNNENREEEED - cuilincd In reforence report of Acent JNNGNENS
T BGSTCNI COFFICE:

#4t Northampton, Lassachusctts, will determine the
cheracter and activity of the Instifute for Labor Studies, who received a
check for tve dollars fram the Highlender Folk Schocl.

T!IE BUFZALO OFFICE:

At Buffalo,

Nazw York, will chack or

loung Communist Llea

S5 knovn to bo a pombar of the

- 31 -
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TIiE CIZCAGO OFFICE:

#at uhlcago Illmo:.s, will check on the occupation and

activitizs of LOUISL GRATI L. DiClmsN, former secretary of the Highlander
Folk School, vho recantl*i movad to Chicago, ‘
fo.
e

THE DETROIT OFFICE:

ldichigan, will determine whathoer — a

is rzlated in any mannor 1o

#At Flint,
recent arrival at the highlancder Folk School,

is determined to
will detormine her activities and reputetion

Oracr rsas

- ident of rlint,
N thzre,

PET KNOLVILLE OFFICE

At Tracy City, Tennzssze, will re-centact wr. C. H. KILEY
P~ . Falinay T P 5 .
Jor such new informztlon as he muy receive concerning thz schocl.

£t liontecegle, Tennessee, will re-contact
B for eny new informetion he obtzins regarding the school.

o
it Chottanooga, Tennessce, will contact SEEGGGEEEEEEE
: Tachmond Hiosiery m.ll.;, lossvilla, Goorgia, for all
- i infornztion in his po.,se.;sn.on concarning & strike zt the Duisy, Tennessce
{ plant of the Kichmoné Hosiery 1dills in 1935, when the strikers wzare led by
o a delzgetion from the lighlandar Folk School.
TEE LOUISVILLE OFFICE:
Lo #Ait Beree, kentucky,
. }’n1

Eoamer Lrom e

v g e e
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ThE LELPITS OITICE:

#4t Nashville, Tonnessee, will get a certifiad copy of the
charter of the Highlander rolk School from the Secretary of Stote and will
obtain copiecs of such correspondence as may hive been written or received
at any time concerning this charter,

ate Auerican Lzgion headquartears, vill contact the

#4it th2 St
tee to determine vhether it hes any of the records

Americenization Commlt
conpiled

Farticular scarch should be made for 2 bulle tin
of the Revolutionary Folicy Committee of the Socialist Party issued in
April, 193l which was signed by JALES DOLEROWSKI, FRANZ DANIZL and
ELIZ/BETH HAWES. ill cbtain any other pertinent infornztion from the
American Lagion files concerning the Highlandar Tolk School.

THE LIAMI OFFICE:

At Geinesyd

7LD NIW YORE OFFICE:

#At Wew York, New York, will detormine whethar the League
ror Americon Viriters has any Communist connections

47111 determine the rem cetivities of

/111 determine the purpose and bockers of the Robert
Lizrshell Foundation

ermine the reputction and zctivit

..33....
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! Highlander Folk Schoel,

i MYLES HORTON,

JANES DOMBROWSKI,
ELIZABETH HAWES.

#Will determine the reputation and activity of

#7ill check at 99 Claremont Avenue to determine if a
friily bearing the last name SCHULTZ lives there or has lived there in
tne ")ast. H‘lll determine the reputation and activities of the SCHULTZ
o 7 owhizh might link them with the Communist party. Will also deter-~
rine if ‘c. B. SHULTZ, or E. B. SHULTZ, is related, it being noted that a

S v7¥ of books was recently sent to the Highlander Folk School, one of
which bore the name of ANNA L. SCHULTZ at the above address.

2, #7111 check the reputation and activities of (NP
hattanooga,

o 25550 vho signed himself on the register m
apit. o= ‘as Oroup leader for the Religion and Labor Foundation, West 122nd

=-rect, New York. This group is also known as the Uphaus Group and
5 :\amntly conducts some kind of a labor school.

b Will determine the reEEtatlon and activity of the Co—

cc:ratwe Distributors, Inc. and of

;B Will determine the reputation and activity of the 2,1 East
= 7«4 Street Corporation, 31 Union Square, Wes

- 3l -
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TIE VWASIIWZTON (IELD OFIICh:

#.t Weshingten, U. C., will dzterwine the reputaticn and

Will, fron {™®Lur.cu of Imudsiation end hzturelization,
detormine the dute wand port of entry, the dute cnd place of nzturzlization,
the daiz nd place of Lirth, «nu the notionelistic origin of Jibsd
DOMTCUSYI.  UC.ERCLSHT was reportedly born in Dussia, but nothing dofinite
ip t)is rogard hos boon loarned. Lt swy b noted tact DULBUUGEE was a ‘

e

rzsident of woew York City beforc coming to the Hizhlander rolk School. .
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1 wish to acknowledge receipt of your
letter dated Jane 4, 1941, with its enclosure.

Your courtesy snd interest in &1:151::;
this information to my attention are indeed

apprecisted, and you mey be assured your letter
will receive apnropriate consideration, _

Sincerely yours,

John Bdgar Hoover
Director
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Highllandr Folk

by JANE LAWSON

Editors' Note:—This year the Highlander Folk School was made a beneficiary of the Vassar
Drive. The interest of Vassar in Highlander dates from 1893, when Dr. Williem
Wyckof Jobnson, Instrucior of History at the callege, encouraged the school’s foundets
and gave them the origingl building. Many Vassar graduates have been connected with
Highlander, including among others Elizabeth Day Hawes. "2 (Mrs. F. Daniel), Mrs.
Ruby T. Norris, "29, and Rosanne G. Walker, "38. Jane Lawson, 39, author of the
article, is at present a secretary at the school.

NI.\'FURM, inspire, and demonstrate”
L —here is a platform for an edu-
catinnal institution, Highlander Folk
School, situated in the Cumberland
Mountains in a rural community that
has the dubious distinction of being
the poorest in the South, does all three
in its complex, varied, and exciting
work. During two resident sessions of
six wecks each, workers and farmers
from southern unions and codpera-
tives gain new insight into the world
in which they make their living.
Through an extension progran:, thou-
sands of rural and industrial workers
within a radius of two hundred miles

Proe.
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receive the educational services of
classes, meetings, and recreational ac-
tivities. Highlander's own homework
is its service to the community, the
cireulation of its library, its nursery
school and its friendship for the neigh-
bor folk. Informing, inspiring, and
demonstrating are continuous and
ever-growing processes in one or an-
other of these fields of usefulness,
Highlander isn't much to look at.

We call ourselves a school, but there
are no school buildings: only a simple
frame farm building with a vine-cov-
ered stone porch, a gate that closes

with a rock weight looped on a chain,
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oaks and dogwoods and one hazelnut
tree in the yard, and a cornfield at our
back, beyond the well-house and the
blacksmith shed. There are Hoboken,
the cow, whose bell keeps track of no
time at all, and chickens, and two
sturdy dogs. The surrounding coun-
try is beautiful. The Tennessee moun-
taius are all the campus there is, and
the curriculum is likely to include
picnics at Eagle’s cliff, swimming at
Deerlick Falls, and bonfires and sun-
sets on the bluff. One might wonder
what sort of a school there could be in
this quiet spot.

Highlander's work is exciting, in
the same way that the idea of our
own country and our people, still
growing into democratic ways, is ex-
citing. Highlander is a part of that
growth. The labor movement is no
place for “movie” emotions; its excite-
ment doesn’t mean mountain moon-
shiners holding shotguns over quaint
little vine-covered stills, with corn-
cobs about, and other literary acces-
sories. There is an excitement that
comes from sceing hope in the very
strongest part of our country, its
great mass of working people. It is
their strength that may yet see us
safely through a period of such crises
as face us in today’s headlines. If
their strength is not to be warped to
work for an hysterical Coughlin or
any other Fiihrer, they must be equip-
ped with knowledge of their world.

There is hope in the people who
pass through Highlander —not that
they would put it in such general

terms. They come to learn specific,
immediate  things concerned  with

I F M w O - A AV B D Y~ S WL ) LA B § e | 843

building their orgamzatlons. Men and
women here find out about the world
they have been working too hard to
investigate, working too long hours
for too low pay. Some of the students
have not gone past the second grade;

0O

_tematxonal unions,

the average have had seven years of
schooling. Their unions have made
them want to ask a lot of questions,
and they want to find out how to build
those unions, as their contribution to
democratic living. They come to help
solve that number one problem, the
South, for themselves and for the rest
of us.

Students are the most important
part of any school, from Vassar's
“community of scholars” to a south-
ern labor school. The program here is
built around the resident students.
I.ast tcrm there were unusually few,
only seventeen {usually about twenty-
eight attend), representing'seven in-
an indepéndent
irhists umion, two colleges, and the
Young Women’s Christian Associa-
tion. Only those endorsed by their
union or coOperative or other organ-
ization are accepted as regular stu-
dents. This assures that they will have
a sphere of action to put their educa-
tion to work in. Highlander students
go back to the labor movement as re-
sponsible, informed people, active
union members, officers and organiz-
ers, members of educational and cul-
tural committees, teachers in labor
schools, leaders of coGperatives, farm
organizations and community life.

In many ways the classes them-
selves are unique. They are compos-
ed of adults who have learned a
good deal from first hand experi-
ence of what they are studying. Union
Problems class, for instance, is one
to which the students bring as text-
books themselves and their every-
day difficulties. Economics class, usu-
ally called “how we make our living,”
takes up day to day problems and
gives them a broader interpretation.
The school offers no pat solutions, no
ready-made doctrines to answer the
difficult questions discussed, since they
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REPRINTED FROM THE NEW RerUBLIC

December 9, 1940

A Good School Under Fire

£\ NE oF our favorite educational institutions in the
_/ whole United States is the Highlander Folk
School at Monteagle, Tennessee. Highlander is 2 labor
school; its chief purpose is to take promising trade-
union members and equip them better to help their
organizations fight for improved conditions for the
working man. No student is taken unless he is endorsed
hy a local union, No distinction is made between AFL
and CIO, both of which codperate with the school.

In addition to this primary purpose, the school has
two others. It attempts to aid the people of the little
~~—rsonity where it is Jocated; it conducts a nursery
school for people nearby and has sponsored several co-
operative undertakings for them. It also has an exten-
sion division which does field work of several kinds in
cities near and far.

The direct support of labor is indicated by repre.
sentation on its executive council. This body includes a
vice-president and another representative of the Am.serw
ran Federation of Hosiery Workers; the Scuthern
director of the Amalgamated Clothing Workers; the
r-es'dent of the Chattanooga Printing Pressmen, and
a local secretary from the United Mine Workers.
Among many labor groups supporting the school is the
Nashville Trades and Labor Council, AFL.

The schools has friends in other quarters than the
crganized labor movement. Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt
is keenly interested and maintains a scholarship there.
The benefit this month in the national capital is spon-
sored by a Justice of the Supreme Court, members of
the Cabinet and of Congress, & former governor,
administrators of leading federal agencies, two mem-
bers of the National Defense Advisory Commission
and other prominent persons. Mr. J. W. Studebaker,
United States Commissioner of Education, wrote the
committee on arrangements: “Although I am asked
every week to lend my name for the sponsorship of
many undertakings and naturally find it necessary to
decline, I am willing to be one of the sponsors of your
benefit,”

Why do we go into such detail about the support the
Highlander Folk School receives! Because there has
been a long continued, vicious campaign in Tennessee
to destroy this institution. Most of the newspapers of
the entire surrounding territory have repeatedly lied
about the school, on such a scale that the falsification
cannot be attributed to an innocent misunderstanding.
The charges have been that the school was “commu-
nistic,” that it was misleading the young people, and
s0 on. Dr, James Dombrowski, director of the school,
has denied all these charges and has indicated his will-
ingness, if it could be proved that the school is un-
American or is detrimental to the community and to
the people it serves, to put an end to its work. Nobody
has ever brought forward even a fragment of evidence
that the charges are true.

Who is behind the attempt to destroy the High-
lander Folk School? First of all, it is reactionary em-
ployers throughout the entire South, men who object
to the school because it trains people to become suc-
cessful leaders of strong trade unions. Locally, there
is reason to believe that the Tennessee Consolidated
Coal Company has had a good deal to do with the
attack. This company has for years dominated Grundy
County. In 1938, for the first time, a group of county -
officials were elected who were not subservient to the
coal company, and the school facuity was active during
the campaign in support of these candidates.

A few weeks ago, feeling was stirred up to such a
pitch that a vigilante group calling themselves the
Grundy County Crusaders planned to march against
the school. If this had been done, blood would cer-
tainly have been shed. At the last minute, the vigilante
leaders were persuaded instead to confer with the
school officials. As a result of this five-hour conference,
the tension was relieved somewhat. But there is danger
that it will rise again; thets are plenty of people in
Tennessee who don’t want a school that prepares eff-
cient spokesmen for labor, and will stoop to almost
anything to destroy it.



By CLAUDIA LEWIS
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Instead of considering her environment in
a mountain community as ¢ handicap this
teacher investigates its possibilities and
makes use of them in developing further
that ingeniousness which probably will al-
ways be important to the exisience of ihese
people. Miss Lewis teaches in the High-
lander Folk School at Monteagle, Tennes-
see, and is the author of “Deep As a Giant”

published in the March 1938 issue of CHILD-
HOOD EDUCATION.

1 SAW Joedy, a little boy of five in ragged

mlle
overalls and bare icet, steep down and

pick up from the ground a forked leafy
twig that had fallen from the oak tree
above us. In a twinkling he placed the twig
on his neck so that the luxuriant leaves
clustered over his head and down his back.
Was it Joedy or 2 horse standing before
me? Without a word the transformation
had taken place. As soon as the boy was
encased in his glorious mane he began to
stamp his feet, even his face ook on a
horsey expression, and he was off, gallop-
ing across the field.

All of the children were playing horse
in some fashion. Earlier that morning we
had been over to pick carrots in our school
garden. On the way back we had to go
through a field of old brittle cornstalks.
So, naturally, when we reached the end
of the field, every child was astride 2 corn-
stalk horse. These broke very easily, but
were substantial enough for a morning of
fun, and the supply was endless.

ore permanent was the tree horse in

AVALILL pRosilidiiciis LV - N ¥ 4

tire grove at the corner of the school yard.
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This was just a low branch with a fine
resilient bounce. A piece of burlap thrown
over it for a saddle and presto! this was
a horse, t00.

It is a lucky thing, I have often thought,
that here in the southern mountains it is
warm enough to have our school outdoors
six or seven months out of the year. It is
lucky, too, that we are in a rural commun-
ity where we have plenty of cornstalks and
trees and spacious fields. For there is prac-
tically no money for this little community
nursery school operated with the help of
the Highlander Folk School at Monteagle,
Tennessee. And even if there were money,
I qucauuu whether or not it should be Spﬁ‘u
on expensive, ideal nursery school equip-
ment. Should Billy be given a little wood-
en Kraft cheese box to break up when
his own father painstakingly makes novel
cigarette cases out of these very boxes, in
the hope of earning a little money to sup-
port his family of six? Should I even give
the children those bright net bags that
oranges come in, when some families are
glad to have them to tack over their win-
dows as screens? I did furnish small scraps
of good cloth for doll dresses until some
of the mothers, visiting one day, saw the
nice broadcioth pieces and remarked that
they would make such pretty collars and
cuffs for children’s dresses.

We Look for Things to Use

The story of this Summerfield Nursery
School, situated in one of the most poverty-
stricken areas in our country, has been the
story of the search for adequate play equip-
ment in what grew around us, or in what

could be seCured at no cost.
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It has not been too difficul;y  search,
because to a child a cornstalk 1. seldom
just a cornstalk. More often than not it
has been a child rather than myself, the
teachet, who has discovered the uses of
grass and acorns and odds and ends. It
was Car] who picked up some old pieces
of tin and asked me to tie them around
his neck so that they would jingle like a
cow bell. It was Grant who, after building
a barn of blocks indoors one day, skipped
out into the yard for a moment, returning
with small bundles of dried grass for hay.
It was Willie Mae who first went gather-
ing weeds for "greens” to cook in her play-
house, and who made "tea” with oak
leaves. Nor should I omit to mention that
it was a father who brought us a doll made
of the tops of coca cola bottles strung to-
gether on wires. Some of these mountain
people are very ingenious—are forced to
become so. 1 wonder if the experience
these nursery school children are baving
i wsing what Is In their environment, in
making something out of nothing, may
help to foster this ingeniousness.

Whar are some of the other "nothings”
that can be used? The grocery stores in
the town two miles away have given us a
generous supply of orange crates for play-
ing house and barn and train. Before we
had these, we found that an old bench
rurned upside down made a fine train. And
for a house the little girls were quite sat-
isfied to outline a little area with sticks,
then All it with tables and stools that were
really little stumps, and dishes thar were
old mason jar lids, too bent for real use.
Tin cans (with the tops cut out carefully)
have always been fine for pails and pitch-
ers. A coffee can with a stick placed
through a hole punched in the lid is, of
course, a churn.

There are plenty of things to "cook”

besides leaves. What about pretty little
white pebbles? What about toadstools and
berries, and those fruits called “mock

£ e oy —

-+, which
actually

oranges” in our part of the cou
look very appetizing but are i
edible. And acorns—

Acorns need a chapter by themselves.
We have used them as children in many
city schools use boxes of colored cubes,
as coal to haul around in smali trucks, or
if you have an apple truck, acorns can be
the apples. They can be potatoes, ice, or
mear—anything you need for your truck.
We keep great boxes full of them on our
shelves. Shiny brown, smooth to touch,
the children love them. Outdoors in the
early spring we “plant” hundreds of baby
oaks, and all year long set our tables with
acorn cups.

I even made toy chickens out of acorns
for the children, by driving two small
sticks in for legs and one for a tail (which
lends support and enables the “chicken”
to stand.) Then, too, acorns can be used
for all kinds of counting games. Why, any-
one could start a school under an oak tree!

We made potato toys, too; the potato
hogs were especially effective. The little
sixteen-year-old mountain girl, Dorothy,
who was my volunteer assistant for
months, brought in one day a whole fam-
ily of cornstalk dolls she had made, in-
cluding a cornstalk horse. These proved
to be not durable enough for children of
preschool age, but I should think they
would have great possibilities for children
a lictle older.

We Paint and Make Music

Dorothy also brought us some “orange
paint” one day to supplement our small
supply of watercolors. "Did you really
make this, Dorothy?” I asked.

“Yes'm, I made it from a root that
grows on the side of the mountain. I
don't know the name of it. People use it
to stain wood, and it makes a right pretty
stain.”

This became the children’s favorite
paint—until the pokeberry season. Then
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their social and economic problems.

Josephine Roche, in the Alumnae
Magazine for October, says that
“QOnly as the men and women of labor

-u-nnu-p a2 secure gtatiig as r'lh'rpnc n‘F

[LANFLT IR SULUIT 5idillls A PLIZLLTLS

:ndustrv can they effectively meet
their responsibilities and exercise their
rights as citizens of a seli-governing
democracy.” As a labor school, and as
an adjunct to the progressive move-
ment in the south, Highlander is train-
ing leaders who will bring about that
industrial democracy so fundamental
to the health of the whole nation. The

school believes that the object of edu-
cation is action; it advocates that de-
cisions reached by serious study and

discussion be acted upon. We are in-
terested in “.nrlunn' nPnn]P nr:rn-lrlh'

hecause they are the Iargest, needlest
vital group in our population. They
are the majority. Labor unions have
become their most effective means of
coOperative action. Highlander Folk
School undertakes to serve the labor
movement with education, that will
inform, inspire, and demonstrate, in
democratic action.

* Study made by a local public welfare official in 1938.

1 In the 1930 census, most of the population of 9.719 are classified as rural non-farming.
The WPA wages last year were $25 a month; this meant less than a nickel a mea! for
each member of a family of six, provided #very cent went for food. The average fam-
ily saw less than $150 in cash in a year.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION g

-3 Form No. 1

T THiS CASE ORIGINATED AT ENOXVILLE, TENNESSEE N.i. mLE No. 100-9450. - AL

REFONRT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADK PERIOD FOR . REFORT MADE BY 1
WHICH MADK

| mom 6idd  |5/9.00,12/8 | _—5“76— v
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‘’HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL

= " *] SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

‘Chicago, i N T £

Webber repressnted th

. | Social Serwicg gt the Third Congress of the

Arerican league against. war and facism that met

g in Clevgland, Ohio, 1/3-5/36. Highlander Jolk
Schoo]/Robert Marsha})) Foundation, ET CLYIE, /é ,7[/ ,

OSCAR/APPEL and 1nw%ng_{nwn
ATION COMTAINED
- HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED =

RI‘PF P el o Y

"”ﬁ@@?@

- P

REMAORI 04 Report of Special Agent
4~10-41.

i 78
l nENATT S The re.ference report reques‘t‘.ed t.hat. a check be made
i to determine the character and reputation of the
SCIIVLTZ fanmily, who resided at 99 Claremont Street,
This address is known as McGuffers Hall, a dormitory that

5 accommodates married couples and single girls who are in
. attondancs at mion Tha olariecal Qnﬂ‘nam whd A i - '!Acal-.ﬂ

| [ R L WY ViAW LBV WVAVEL =i Xy wua.\.-u A LWV

within one block of the dormitory, namsly, Broadway at 120th \
Strest., It was learned through ths superintendant and . N\
_ Janitor of the dormitory that no one by the name of SCHULTZ - “
! -~ was residing at the above address at the present time, and to
o the best of their knowledge there had been no one by the name
. . J of SCHULTZ during the past*three years, which is the time that
o3 | v each have been employed in their respective positions,

———
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=, The writer made inquiry at the registrar's office at
‘- i . Union Theological Seminary, Broadway at 120th Street, where &
- record of all etudents is maintained, The records rof].octed .
w | thet EIWIN B, SCHULTZ left the college in 1931, partislly grad-
3 ueting therefrom, and he and his wife, ANNA L. SCHULTZ, resided .- -
e at 99 Claremont Street while he was in attendance at the miver-

8ity. The forwarding address given on the record is 19 South -
Ia Salle Street, Chicago, Illinois, and all mai] such as school
11terature had been rorwarded to this address, which apparently

reached him 48 none had Deen ret.urneu.

—

\
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Undeveloped leads Jrere set oul in reference report to
check the character and reputation of various individuals who
maintained bank accounts at variocus banks in New York City, who
had made contributions to the Highlander Folk School, The file
indices of the New York Field Divieion did not reveal that there
had ever been any extensive investigation of any of the individ-

vals mentioned in the reference report, but all the information
in the Now Yorlk files will be referrad ¢o in this Trans :

: nadh
e, - A VAGALGWY WV Al hiLE yUl Ve
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Lo % " 4 memorandum dated April 23, 1937, New York file number
R 61~506, reflected thai Mrs, CLYIE participated in the student
strike against war which was staged throughout the United States
S April 22, 1937. The name of Mrs, ETHEL CLYDE is listed as one
P of the nineteen members of the Advisory Board of the A.merican

Sy Student Union.
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100-9450.

JERRY OYCONNEL e,
RAPHAEL ZON
GORDON JACRSON

GFORGE MARSHALL

HEEER ELANKENBORN.

No address wes given as to where the Foundation'might
be located, It is presumed that GEORGE MARSHALL is connected in
soma capacity with the Foundation, '

PENDTING

e
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¥etreral Burean of Investisation

wies
S $nited Btates Bepartment of Justice
L Mashington, D, ¢.

ol iz June 6, 1941

i

MEMORANDUM FOR MR, TOLSON

). ‘In connection with the Director's address at -
..Y.Sewanee on June 9, I believe it might bé well for hinm

to be acquainted wrt:h the nature of the _lighlander i
Folk Schopl and a memorandum concerning same 18 attached.

Tennessee and is heartily condemned because of its Communiétic
af"iliations by all of the good citizens. It i8 probable?that
someone may mention this school to the pirector and empec him
to have some knowledge of it.

This school is very well known in that Section of /{ q
=

Q
Respectfully, \ (‘Q
, s S/ LN
Re Ce Hendon 1
’ N
s o
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED :
HEREIN | U'\lCLASSIFIED L
DATE 2J22/5 BY O A
.. - 094 S _ _::: :
Ty | oo ([T 7577550
J TRDFYED SEDERAL BUREAY T7 0 ] ATIES
A, pARET
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YEYORANDUM June 6, 1941

. RE: HIGHLANDER FOLX SCHOOL

In view of numerous complaints received in the
ST Knorxville Office of the Bureau concerning Communist

T activities at the Highlander Folk School, an investigation
S is now being made by that Office concerning the School and
o its personnel.

during 1932 on ground donated by Dr, Lillian hnson,
who presently lives in Delend, Florida. Kile orton and

ameS\pombrowskt are believed to have been the active
organizers of the School. Dr. Johnson donaoted the land
becouse she believed the School would benefit the local
inhabitants.

It has been learned that the School was prgonized

The Highlander Folk School is a labor institution
and received its charter from the State of Tennessee on
January 31, 1534. The School was chartered by Xiles Horton,
ulzzabethﬁﬁawes James Dombrowski, Ruperﬁﬁ{ampton and Malcolm

“(hisholm,

The School ts loceted in Grundy County, Tennessee,
adbout two milés north of Fonteanle, Tennessee, on State Road
56 going toward Tracy City, Tennessee. This section of the
State of Tennessee is mountainous and heavily wooded.
Yonteagle, Tennessee, is from three to five miles northeast
of Sewanee, which means that the Highlander Folk School 18
approximately seven miles from Sewanee.

¥iles Horton, Director of Education gt the Highlander
Folk School, is the one whose name 18 most often mentioned as
heing the leader of the School.

showznq that Miles Horton teaches Communzsm and has solicited
membership in the Young Communists'’ League Srom various local

persons. : HEOOR)) -
1" /—f‘?//’ﬁéf/

&
Jomes Dombrowski, Secr&ibrymes Fander—F
School, signs all the mail emanating frofi®%e' fhstitution.™
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/(/ﬁ a letter addressed by _Athensi Tennesseei-
(W to
Sweetwater, Tennessee, dated November 16, 1940, it is stated

that Dombrowski reporitedly signed a dulletin issued by the
Revolutionary Policy Committee of the Socialist Party in 1934
stating they would "make every effort to promote the world
revolution and to secure Governmental power for the victorious
revolution by arming the workers and by preparing the working
class to turn imperialist war into class war.”
;o \

Elizabeth Dafr¥awes, better known as Zilld»Hawves,
has been .active as a teacher at the School from its beginning
and 8 reported to have been especially strong in her teaching
of Communistic principles and how they can be used in labor
agitation. The reports in the Bureau's files indicate that
the residents of Grundy County are on the whole very much
opposed to the School. It appears that the officials of the
School have caused considerable agitation among the WPA
workers and other laborers in the (County.

The Highlander Folk School has been successful in
nbtaining the permission of many important persons to use
their names as sponsors of the School, itself, or some of its
activities, The most important name from the standpoint of
publicity is that of Eleanor Roosevelt., Sponsorship of John
L, Lewis and others have also been obtained.

In a letter dated Jaonuary 4, 1941, to the Editor of
the Recder's Digest, James Dombrowski mentioned the opposition
to his School by "the Grundy County Cruscders." He pointed out
/ that the battle with the Crusaders was absording much of the

time and resources of the School and it was necessary to secure -
P the support of new friends if they were to carry on., He pointed
iy -5 out that their danger reflected the mounting danger to organized
i / labor,

L. “reported
vi1at when a Citizens” Committee of Grundy County threatened

; IR te burn the School in November, 1940, the School put all of its
R Communist literature and other matter which it did not wish to
be found on the property in a large paper boxr and one
an admitted Communist, hauled the borxr from the Schdol and hid
it in the home of one Rosenthal in Chattencoga. Rdsenthel is
o known Communist and is reported to be the individual maintain-
ing the records of the Communist Party for Chattanooga.
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e An examination of the telephone directory for the State of West
ot _ Virginia refleoted that the United Mine Workers of Ameries, Distriet #50,
EREA Chemiocal Division, were listed as having offiees in the Fleotwood Hotol,

', Charleston, West Virginia, A further cheok refleoted that th : Ho
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- TE e
3 ) .
SIS ERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN

| REF
pviibis DEEIAOYED
4 © hrn 24 1ol

coou
KA YT T "2

AFPROVED A srec AGENT
sonwnmmr /u»'-“ e Gt p; DO NGT WRITE IN THESE, SFACES
, - ' 1341
e N T

'conuor'rmsnm«r ' 1\
f— Iy

2 = ¥ew York (Imspsctyr Ee J
Connelley) ‘ &

2 = Buntington S

G e eanea, [ JUN26 G

.




. s ¥ .
(( f t' ) '~
\ } ‘; 1]
. e
!" P, P B IIF\—III Py, —) TR YL Fel Sysguy s 0 Ssu¥ s B ¥ (
o / reue UREAU OF INVEOSILIGAITIVD ' NLA
- Form No. 1 . ) o o
THISCASEOMGINATED AT . KNOXVILLE, TENWESSEE FuKNO. 1001453
REFORT MADEK AT DATE WHEN MADE mlcoﬂﬂm REIFORT MADE BY M&
Indisnapolis, Inde 7/8/41 6/24/41
T 7 . CHARACTER OF CASK L
- : w - - PR S T
r _ ‘ )
')HIGHIANDER FOIE SCHOOL _ INTERMAL SECURITY = C -
| synorsis o racrs: S ——— (/) i
: ' ' — 8 gown to the Indianapolis
x q I Field Division to have been CIO leader of the
NFOR

o) ALL A

‘t, .
'F\ ". Ill—l— |II’I - RRAVI Y

<" HEREIN IS UNCLASSI

_.“.,‘DATFQ%’?/& ‘ﬁ“:g—}zz@ A i')

Report of Special Agent (RN
Tenressee, 6/1/41.

—
e

International Harvester Compeny atrike at Riohmond,
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in Indianapolis file entitled "International
Harvester Company, Richmond, Indians, Employees

N Strike (2/18/41)". It will be recalled that the
é I38 DEFTROYED plant employed about 1300 persons and that the
i 73 APR 24 “"] Tiegyoe strike was more or less an echo of the striks at
‘; | . '|nv-gn1~ Tn'l-nwnn-l--:crn'l Harves-l-nw 'D'Iants in Chicago
=4 ' i and elsewhere. The strike wes called by the ‘
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Farm Equipment Workers Orgeniszation Committee of the CIO.
CIO Union at the International Plant
in Richmond, Indianeae The strike lasted from approximately February
17, to the 28th, 1941, at which latter time the employees agreed to
return pending outcome of a hearing before a federal mediation boards
4 number of arrests were made during a free for all fight while the strike
was in progress. The files of the Indianapolis Field Division contain
no history of ¢RI no information to indicate that he
may be comnected with any Communistic organization.
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: JAmerican Gusrdian newspaper is published
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¥ The American Guardian, a newspaper mublished by the L&der
Press which is owned by OSCAR AMERINGER, is located at 17 West 3rd
A Street, Oklahoma City, Oklaroma.
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Information in this i‘lle is to the effect that OSCAR M@B— iy
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B - HIGHLANDER FOLX SCHOOL oC File 100-839 7-15-41
ﬂT’&TE ‘ * AMERINGER is known to be active in Ctmmnist affairs 1:1 this city:
R and an old-time Socialist. S : R T

= AMERINGER was on the Sponsor e

i - for vhe roliowing organizations: HMobilization for Peace, Student
3 %% - % Conference for Constitutional Rights and Southwest Writers' Con-
?'ﬁ,—{; t ference. In December, 1940, he spoke before the Oklahoma Youth
i ¥ Legislature Unincorporated on Peace. On Jamary 7, 1941, a
S

3 publication put out by the Oklahoma Committee to Defend Pol:itical
L Prisoners carried an articls by OSCAR AMERINGER against book
burning. This was & satiric article and mentioned prominently
the triels of several Communists in (klahoma County on charges

of Criminal Syndicaliem. The editor of "this publication is

o wd o Al mna AP dhras whAa er aan avd avimad o dam wnna oY
VIHIT WLlD UL WIS UVl wiUDT “IIU llﬂa 1o 1-FY) ﬂulluelmvu UU [54- 19 JUGLD Wraa

Criminal Syndicalism charges and she, herself, has recently been
sentenced to ten years on the same charge. AMERINGER's Leader
Press has printed a mumber of Communistic articles, pamphlets
anc booklets. He once wrote 8 book with a forwerd by Carl-
Sandberg and in December, 1940 charged that the New Deal was
l-ading us into war, .

—advised that AMSRINGER was

one of the leading C_ mmni ste in Oklshoma “ity and had been
~ connected with the Commnist Party for many years.
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