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MISCELLANEQUS WJ

In April, 1941, 'several announcements were
,distributed'at‘a‘rally held at Turner's Arena in
Washington, D, C. One of these was a panph%:thgapgioned

ghts,

Constitutional Liberties. This pamphlet listed \re
present efificers of the National Federation for Constitu-
tional Liberties and the sponsors of this organization,

Under the beading sponsors was the name "Prof. Melville J.

Herskovits, Evanston, Illinois,"

: The National Federation for Constitutional
Liberties has been designated by the Attorney General of
the United States pursuant to Executive Ordes 10450,

On July 3, 1961, sA caused
2 search to be made of the files of the T "The
Evening Star", wa Washington daily rewspaper, and no
identifiable record was located concerning the appointee,

On July 3, 1961, sA aused
& search to be made of the files o e e ates
Secret Se ce, and no identifiable record was located
for The-Tpmosnton. COTE WS

nt of the

Unit, Army Perso ’
he was unable to locate

Army, advised IC

/' On June 30, 1961, Mr,
fny record for th® appointee.

On June 30, 1961, IC
files of the House Committee on -American Activities and

information contained therein has been utilized during
the course of this investigation. -

Confidential infofmants acquainted with

various aspects of Communist Party activities in the
District o¥0001ulb1a area advised in June, 1861, the

appointee was unknown to then,
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[/7-6-61 406 PM JAF
0 OIRECTOR, FBI //6//
FROM SAC, NEW YORK /161~461/ | |

MELVILLE JEAN HERSKOVITS, SPI. 'REWFO TELETYPE TO BUREAU JULY FIVE

LAST, ON THIS DATE, NEW YORK

STATE DEPARTMENT OF INSURANCE,  CONTINENTAL ASSURANCE |
COMPANY, AND A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE NEW YORK STATE POLICE, ALL NEW YORK
|CITY, WHOSE IDENTITIES SHOULD BE CONCEALED, ADVISED 1-
|THAT THEY HAVE NO INFORMATION INDICATING THAT APPOINTEE, UNDER

CORRECT NAME OR NAME HERSKOVITZ, WAS EVER A MEMBER OF INO OR _

|LISTED BY IWO SPEAKERS BUREAU. «aom-aw.nvxszn | |
" THEY HAVE RO COMPLETE INFORMATION AS TO PERSONS LISTED BY INO 'g
" SPEAKERS BUREAU, NO REPCRT BEING SUBMITTED. RUC. 5‘
END AND ACK | B .
~NY R6 VA N - o o ‘(,,/4/"737@%’27/'
L ¥/ AL . gt } /  NOT RECORGEE™

....... 13 AUG 8 196

T PP § . .
L ————— < " )
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cxns BUREAY UF 1K1E.4:GA I Mr. Belmont,
fev TMENT OF JUSTICE Mr. Mohy

. S. DEPAR M P

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION Mr. onpag.—
JUL 7 ‘96‘ ’ Mr. DeLoach

' il%r. Evans___
r. Malone_____
Mr. Rosen_____

Mr., Sullivan:
Mr. Tavel . - k-
f Mr. Trotter___
1 Tele. Room - |
§ M, Ingram

4-12 'PM CDST PB. | 2tiss Gty ——

URGENT 7-7-61
T0  /DIRECTOR, FBI
FROM SAC, SPRINGFIELD 161-60 1P

MELVILLE JEANCLERSKOVITS, SPI. REREP SA
JULY THREE LAST, SPRINGFIELD. FIRST LINE OF SYNOPSIS IN REREP

SHOULD READ QUOTE EMPLOYMENT VERIFIED AT UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS
UNQUOTE INSTEAD OF QUOTE EDUCATION VERIFIED AT UNIVERSITY OF

ILLINOIS UNQUOTE. BUREAU CORRECT ITS COPY OF REREP. SPRINGFIELD 4
: (4

COPY CORRECTED., ERROR NOTED BY RESIDENT AGENT WHEN REPORT FIRST PROOFp

ERROf CHARGED. NO ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION RECOMMENDED.*
ELAST-WORD-LINE -SIX—SHOULREAD~READ-

- FIRSTWORD TINE SEVEN SHULD READ=ERROR™ | Q//
_ , g
W}J |

ND AND ACK PLS...
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app01ntee?s f11etat the:Bureau o
Civ11 Service

|

notlfled the. Board of Economic Warfare ‘as a'resnlt;
-above-mentioned investigation. nothlngfhad been
‘which reflected unfavorably on ‘the appc '
quallflcations

It w111 be noted

under the- captlon 'SP 1 Inquiry, Publi
Congress

2 Copaiins olog L
A W P24 8/35
é-— Bure_au .(Enc'. 3@\&“' A\_.,oH L

¥l

’

The CSC flle revealed on. 5/25/43

sutlablllty, and fztness

Voice of ‘America)." The CSC. v,sedhthe<FBI on.
as dropped from con51deraAA ’
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The files of the CSC also ¢
information on MELVILLE J.: HERS S

Evanston,
list of th

' uAééinéfawarféidir
ated by the Attorney Ge;
ecutive Ord

The American
has been design ted
of the U, S.pursuant to Ex

L (2) Hearingéébéfbfé?é Speéial,Cdﬁmifféé'on_ .
Un~-American Activities, 78§h]Congress, Page 1125, reveals
a partial list of signers of a statement dated 12/14/39

"Scientists and Educators" is one Professor MELVILLE J,
HERSKOVITS of Northwestern University, .

3) Hearings before a Special Committee on . .
- Un-American Activities:which' contained an exhibit of" g+ " ? e
’u

program for the 5th National Conference of the American

30/41, at the President Hotel, Atlantic City, New Jersey.
Among the listed Sponsors of the Conference was Professor

The American Committee for the Protection
of Foreign Born has been designated by the
Attorney General of the V. S. pursuant to
Executive Order 10450, .

(4) Second report of the. Joint Legislative Fact- s
Finding Committee on Un-American Activities, State of f ;/
Washington, 1948, page 63, which reflects an exhibit of a
listing of the Vice Chairmen and members of the Board of
Directors of the Independent Citizens Committee of the
Arts, Sciences, angd Professions, Inc., Hotel Aster, L
New York, Among the listed board members is .one MELVILLE J,
HERSKOVITS, not further identified.
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The Independent Citizens Committee of the
. Arts, Sciences and Professions has been
. cited as a‘communist front in the "Guide
- to Subversive Organizations and Publications,"

(5) A copy of a "call" to a conference to be held
10/3/37, at 316 Michigan Avenue, .Chicago, Il1linois, under
the auspices of the Chicago section of the North American
Committee to Aid Spanish Democracy, 159 N. State Street,

Chicago, Illinois, reflects a listing of the officers and '%Zf)//'
- :

membership of the Chicago section of the Committee. Listed
among the members of the organization is one Dr. MELVILLE J.

HERSKOVITS, not further identified.

The North American Committee to Aid Spanish
Democracy has been designated by the Attorney
General of the U. S. pursuant to Executive
Order 10450, .

(6) Page Two of the "Daily Worker" dated 9/18/40,
contains an article captioned "Mexican Government Greeted
on Independence Celebration" which reflects the Council for
Pan-American Democracy had on the day before greeted the

e

Mexican Government on the occasion of the Celebration of |, -

'“thé“lSOth“AnniVerSary”of'th%‘Indepéndénce of the country [
from Spain. The message of greeting, which was signed by /ﬂ
more than fifty Americans, called for the establishment
of good neighbor relations .with all.Latin American nations,
Among the listed signers of the message is one Professor

MELVILLE J, HERSKOVITS, Northwestern University,

The.CounCii for Pan-American Democracy has
been designated by the Attorney General of
the U, S. pursuant to Executive Order 10450,

(7) Bulletin Number 14 from the Joint Fact-Finding
Committee on Un-American Activities, Califi Legislature 9/11/43, -
reflects the Chicago Branch of the John Reed Clubs published

a magazine '"Left Front" Chicago, Illinois. The June, 1933, o

issue of this publication announced the speakers for the i
John Reed Club for the 1932 - 1933 season included one vd
Professor MELVILLE J, HERSKOVITS, not further identified.
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The John Reed Clubs of the U, S. have~been
cited as organizations "whose affiliation
with the Communist Party isaclear;beyondgg-
dispute"™ in the "Guide to Subversive -
Organizations and Publications," ‘

SR RN i s o -

e

(8) A special report of the Seditious Activities
Investigation Commission, State of Illinois, and investiga- e
- tion of the University of Chicago and Roosevelt .College, 1949, .-
reflects a portion of the testimony of JOHNRBI%T OSON, .-~
méhnﬁof%RockefelleraChapél, UniveréityﬁOf%aﬁ;,J -testified
he had been asked, along with citizens. in Chicago, to join
a committee which had been organized for the sole purpose
of welcoming the_V@fy“Reverend'HEWLETT;JOHNSQK;ﬁthégDeanyofy
Canterbury to Chicago. . Dean THOMPSON advised the committee
waB called the Chicago Ad Hoc Committee"ovaelcomeﬁfér_ ’
the Dean of Canterburyf:November, 1948, and listed Profescor.
M. J. HERSKOVITS, Northwestern Univepgity, as one of its
members. ’

PN S R ST e i

"HEWLETT JOHNSON, Dean of Canterbury

Cathedral, England, known in communist circles

as the "Red Dean of Canterbury' has been _

identified in sworn,testimony“betprg#gqngrgssional' - C ew
" Committees as a member of the Communist Party and

a 'secret trusted' member of the Communist

International, " ‘

(9) Summary of Trade and Developments, August, 1949,
published by the National Americanism Commission of the
American Legion, Appendix I, reflects a report on the Bill of
Rights Conference held in the Henry Hudson Hotel, New York,
July, 1949, under the initiating sponsorship-of the Civil
Rights Congress. The report states the main purpose of the S
conference was to organize andg develop a great bropaganda '
drive against the Federal Bureau of Investigation throughout
the System of Communist Front Organizations, A list of
Sponsors of the conference was noted to include Professor
MELVILLE J. HERSKOVITS, University of Chicago,

The Civil Rights Congress has been designated
by the Attorney General of the U. S. pursuant -
to Executive Order 10450,
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Page 21 of "New Masses" for
petition to the. President attackin
on. the veterans of the Abraham Li o
of communists ‘leaders. One “of the
was MELVILLE J"HERSKOVI

.

he; tadgering

etter
‘attached
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Private Cooperation by the Office of :Securits

Sservices,

A -Anthropology
‘The memorandim eq,ested“advicelq &
appointee in its Information Center;:
memorandum to Port of Spain froin-'US
dated 7/1/54, which recommended a
lecture in Port of Spain,

An operations m

‘Spain from

may be

B

( agency check.
August, 1956, at the request of the*Office
Cooperaticn, USIA, which was conside Tey
appointee in its program for People ='To
(Professional Societies), o

A memorandum dated 12/26/56?;td

"essit is the advisory opinion of this officeith
HERSKOVITS' services should not be used i
broposed.....This advisory opinion is. mnot}
2SS an adverse recommendation w _ ani:
3b (6) of Domestic Circular Number 43 entitl

Screening Policy#' The Office of Security
tion concerning appointee, obtained from it
check for the consideration of the Office

Cooperation in its decision '
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- casting Service,

according to correspondence concerning the appoj e
latter's services were not used by the'Interna ilong

IOy

Library of Congress -

) On 7/10/61, Miss
ment, Library of Congress, advise
that in approximately February, 1960, an rican section
was established in the Library and in connection with this
there was planned an establishment of an Advisory Panel to
be utilized on g consultant basis. She stated that
HERSKOVITS was being considered as a member of this Panel;
however,,ﬁhe_panel_wgs never established and therefore no - . S

Reference Depart-

“further action“was taken to obtain HERSKOVITS' services, -

A On 7/10/61, Miss * Personnel Security
Assistant, Library of Congress, aqviSed SA*a name” -
check was made on HERSKOVITS in 1960 in connection with a
request by the Reference Department. The file contained no

additional pertinent information.

Lt
Miscellaneous e “m&r'/f

”
s - ﬁc" L7 %) ‘ ,
& b gt cirion (7 ol
resentative of the Central Intelligence

the files of that }
ation concerning

v

On 7/7/61, a Re
Agency (CIA) advised SA
Agency contain no pertinen
the appointee

) - b6 CxIa
It will be noted the files of the HCUA reveal the
appointee's name was mentioned in a suit filed against the
Commissioners of Washington, D, C,, and the Metropolitan
Police Department (MPD) on 9/10/40, by attorneys of the

National Federation for Constitutional Liberties on the behalf
of the American Peace Mobilization,
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HE petition to the President, printed below, was initarcd

by the following committee: Elliot Paul, chairmarn,

Franz Boas, Theodore Prreiser, Rockwell Kenr, Corliw
Lamont, George Seldes, Maxwell 8. Stewart, and Dihiell
Hammett.  As we go to press more signatures are arriving in
the mail and will he published Jater,

To President Franklin D, Roosevelt: In periods of crisis, those civil
liberties which are the foundation stone of a free soviety, are endan-
gered. Taday, in the face of international crisis, it hebooves us, as loval
Americans, to cxamine critically, and expose tu the light all threas
against demorracy ar home,

Eternal vigilauece iy the price of democracy, and we must critically
analyse any govermnental attack on the rights of Americans 1o majn-
tain dissident opinions which inevitubly results in the destruction of
civil rights for all.

The recent raid, withourt warrant, on the veterans of the Abrahan
Liucoln Brigade, the abortive indictments in Detroit for recruiting for
loyalist Spain, the badgering of Conununist teaders, the attacks by the
Dies committee on consimer and labor groups, are all part of the
rapidly accamulating evidence of a tendency to pervert the spirit whil -
pretending to adhere fo the letter of the Bill of Rights,

This same tendency exists in the perversion of the function of the
Special Grand Jury now convened in Washingion, D. €., 10 investigate
alleged military  espionage. This investigation was initiated by the
former attorney gencral, by the widespread publication of an extraor-
dinary letter accusing a number of arganizations and individuals o
serious critmes. This unprecedented procedure was sharply condemned
by the Washington Post as a breach of the constitutional  rights
of citizens. The subsequent public announcement by the special
prosecutars that such investigation “would be used as a clearing house,”
inevitably created a suspicion that even an inquiry might be perverted
into a witch-hunt directed against those whose views expross differences
with the government.

The New Massks is not mentioned in the Jetter of the attorney
general, but this has not prevented the Grand Jury from devoling
much  of its time to questioning  editors  and cmployves  of New
Masses. Day after day, testimony is tahen having no possible relarion
to the crimes under investigation, but intended to uncover the witnesses'
views on current social and pulitical problems, In this respect, it s
really @ Dies committee” jn another form. The continuance of this
procedure might drive New Massts out of existenee by frightening its
readers and supporters, by harassing its cditars, and by exhausting the
meager funds of the magazine. It is in fact a war of nerves which will
lead to the destruction, of the freedom of expression of dissident opiniun,

In the World War the suppression of the Masses, the barring from
the mails of other publications, came after the entry of this country
into the war. Today the move to silence free opinion s terrifyingly
faster. It is a portent of war and a portent of wider suppression, Many
of thuse who petition you, Mr. President, do not agree with the social
and political views of Nrw MAssEs, but we recognize that the rights guar-
anteed in the Constitution cannot be denivd 1o any group without under-
mining these rights themselves, and thereby making them insecure for all,

In your recem message to the Natinn on ts seventy fifth  anni-
versary, Mr, President, you said: "It does not matter whether ane
agrees with the Nation or not. The important thing i that every-
where and always—particutarly in a democracy—minoritics shall have
a means of expressing thennelves.” That, Mr. President, i a genuine
athrmation of the elementary human and civit vights of all Americans
and we urgently call upon you to apply it—"cverywhere and always.”

We respectfully request you, Me. President, 1o exert your influence to
end this attack on freedom of the pross and prevent s repetition in
the future,

(Signed) Gorpox W, ALLPORT, professor of pavehology, Harvard 1ni-
versity; Frank E, Baxig, president, State Feacliers Cullege, Milwaukee,
Wis.; JnSEPH W ARREN Bracu, chairman, Englivy depatinent, Univer-
sity of Minntsota; DR Groree 11, Bisuor, professar, Wadhington Uni-
versity, St. Louis; Mwge Burzsrhix, compiser-playwright, New Yorks
Fraxz Boas, professor of anthiopolugy, Columbig University 3 Louts B,
Buubin, attorney, New York; Lyman R. BRADLEY, assistam professar
of German, New York University; Mursn Brann, writer, Barto, Pa.;
HaroLn CrHappan BrowN, professor, Stanford University; Epwin Berry
BurGus, professor, New York University;  Lesrig Conexn, writcr,

Doylestown, Yoo Brocr Cravornnn, o0y g | veriten, Gl lesia, W vy,

Hrary Wansworrn Loxoa o
bridpe, Mase; Eowakn 0 1y MUY v viee president, Mo fern Ayre
Books, New York; ‘Tironoe Peisiy, b, Hollywaood; W, 1R
B, head, departioent of sociobapey s Atlang, University, Ga.: Hisky

s, decturer an writer, Carmn-

FrstiaN, salicitar penceal, Now Yok SLUC T A RRAL A Freasig, diree-

tor - emeritus, Tostitate for o Adyangoe Study, Princeton Universiny;
FRANKLIN G FOLsoM, eacrutivg seeretary, eapue of American Wiiters,
New Yarh; )]0 Furoioy, Stirling profosar, Yale University; Liws
Gansirr, literary editer, Nes York Hevald 170 hune, Dr. A L Garn-
WATER, phosivian, New Yuork; Ak ey GOKENL, seene designer, New
Yk Wirniy
New York; Frans 1. Flas ks, Iotessor, Smith Colldee s Bya g aas
Hakrow, proficar of chiemicany, College of the City of News Yk,
Mirvoue Jo thikssovng, Prodessor of anthirapolagpy Northwestern Upi-
\'("hil); Puuie AL Hicks, Protossor, Swarthno, Callepe: Wi W,
HiNekr ey, forme chairman, Ancriean Youth Canpanss, Betheata, hS A
Kesnetn B, Hooveg, minister, Shrub Ouk, New
HonTiNGroN, professor, Yale Uniiversiny,

Witiian Lioye Iaes, clerpyman, New Yarh; Riomerr Josteny, baok
designer, Bethel, Cann; Van Diwix Ky MNEDYCINICOE i cennoniies,
Swarthmare Collepe: Rockwiig KENT, artist, New Yorhs Dre Jons A,
KINGssURY, sovial wother, Shandv, NO Yo Artiok Konrg, writer, New
York; Cortns Lasont, author, New York; Ring W, LaknNtg, Jr.,

writer, Hollywood; Paur i1, Laviits, assistant professor of medicine,

GROPEIR, New York s Doasiierg, Hasisteer, wajter,

York; Eiiswokty

Yale University; M. Liyy, professor cmeritus, Univensity of Michigan;
Priay Loes, actor, New Yok Jo B Love, NYA administrator, Butte,
Mant.; RonerT Morss LivETT, governon, Virgin Islands; Wiiiiasm M.
Matore, professor of biochemistry, Polytechnie Institute, New York;
ALBERT Marrz, author amd teacher, New York University; Kirteey F.
MaTnerg, of pealigy, Eowars G
MaxTen, priest of the Episeopal Church, Pascagoula, Miss; H. L.
MeNCKEN, writer, Baltinore, A D OsimvNy Miyep, teachor, Vassar
Cullege; Paur MUFSCHERE, assoriane professor of English, University of
Michigan; Witniam S, NouLy, minister, Nogth Baltimore, O.; KATHERINE
Macy Noves, Urbana, HE; Wi ALkt Noves, Noyes Laboratory
of Chemistry, University of Hlinois,

Harvey O'Connig, writer, Chivagn; SHaiAas O'SnEfL, writer, Red
ook, Dutchess County, N. Y. Sy OrN117, writer, Lo Angeles; Evnior
Pavr, writer, New York; Wity PICKESs, director, National Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of Colore Peaples Avax Porrig, teacher,
Vassar College; Israrr Peinas, presidont of 1, Putnam, Ine., Elmira,
NoY., WarnTer Ravrminsmava, professor of industriaf engineering,
Columbia University; GiknNig Ri \oartist, Brookhaven, N, Y.; ANTON
RErkecier, mural painter, New York; Pagy, Roursox, singer, New Yoth;
Eari RoniNsox, composer and choral ditector, New York s WrLLINGTON
RoE, writer, Staten Tsland, N. Yoo Hagky Sacnes, lawyer, New York;
MARGARET SchLavch, teacher, New Yok University; Enwie SEAVER,
author, New York: Grogo Nibrs, writer, Wilton, Conn.; Hives
SELnEs, Wilton, Conny 1ow wn SEESAM, professar, Brooklyn College:
HarLow Siap EY, professor of astronamy, Tarvard University; Grorce
H. Suewe, professar, Prinecon University ;) Hekmax SuUMLIN, stage di-
rector and producer, New Yark; Riv, F. Hastines SMYTH, superior,
Sucicty of the Cathalic Comamsealth, Oratory of . Mary and St
Michact, Cambridge, Mis Al D, SNAbER, professor of English,
Vassar College: Muoses SOVIR, artist, New York: Rarnars SOYER, artist,
New York: Groree Sovre, editor, Nego Republic; Puine STEVENSON,
writer, New York Doxvn Oongy STEWART, writer, Carmel, Calif.;
Maxwinn S SirwaRT, acociar cditin, the Nation, 1. F, STONY, associate
vditor, the Nation; Hiss Ovio SEORML ongineer, Pyly Alto, Calif.;
Pavi Strann, photngrapher, Now Yok Dieg J. S1kUik, asociate pro-
frssor of mathematies, Mussachuscris Tnstitote of Fechinelogy, Cam-
bridge, Mass,

Heren Tasiris, daneer, New Yok C. Favirr Tavior, professor of
enginvering, Massachosetts Institute of Fechnology; Freorrick Thosme-
SON, manufacturer, San Francica: Towakn O T MAN, professos of
pavebology, Univensity of Califinnma; J1aw Srire UNTIRMEYER, writer,

professor Hurvard University;

New York; Haron O, Uiy, profosan of thomistry, Columbia Univer-

SV STeawEsAaNT Van Vies, mund arrist o anthropolugist, New York :
CHARLES T WesLEY, profesor of histary, Howard University; James
WECHSLER, assistant wlitar, the Narrn, Howarp W, WiLLARD, illus-
trator-designer, New Yark; Sinan 10 Woonrury, lecturer, member
DAR, New Yok Riciiagn Wrienr, wiiter, Crompend, N. Y.; A=t
Youse, artist, Bethel, Conn; LEANT Z0GaiTi, w riter, New York.
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MELVILLE JEAN HERSXOVITS, under invertigation for the position of Hend Coneul tems
Board of Lconomis Varfere.

810 Clinton Place, Evanston, I1linoic

Specisl hearing conducted at Weshington, D. C., £pril 29, 1943, tn Fooo 5192, liather
Bailding

Epecial hearing conducted by Investigator
¥itnessed by Investigator

Stenographer:

Mr. Herskovits, the purpose of this intervies is to allow you an
opportunity to answer questions concerning informaticn wHch has
been received by the Civil Service Commission about allaged
activities on your part. During this discussion you are invited
to make any statements of your own regarding information to be
discussed which will fairly present your side of the question.

It is the practice of the Commission to recelve your statement
or explanation under oath. Do you have any objection to taking
an oath?
Xo.

(Whereupon,
MELVILLE JEAN HERSKOVITS

was duly sworn and stated as follows:)

Q. ¥hat is your full name and present address?

Melville Jean Herskovits, 810 Clinton Place, Evenston, Illinols

Have you ever used any other name?
No.,

When and where were you married?
Paris, France, July 12, 1524.

Is this your first marrisge?

The only one I have ever hed.
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I¢ thic your wife's firast narriage?

Yeso.

Vhen and where wers you born?

Bellefontine, Ohio, September 10, 1895

Have you any brothers and sieters?

I have one sister.

¥hat is her name?

Charlotte H. Levy

¥hat is hz;r address?

Tarrytown Boad, Montville. Morris County, New Jersey.
Has your wife any brothere and sistera?

She has two sisters.

¥hat are their names and addresses?

Mrs. Louis J. Sack, and Mrs. Harry Dolkhart.
g?:}fack'e live in Poughkeepsie. ¥r. and Mrs. Dolkhart live in MNew York

Y111 you please 1ist all of your tripe outside of the United States in
chronologlieal order?

Let me think. I have been quite 2 bit. I went to France as a member of
the Army in 1918, came back in 1919. I went to Rurope in 1924 when I was
married. At that time I attended an International Anthropological
Congress, that met at the Hague and Gothenberg, Sweden, and I travelled
over Burops. That was in 1924,

In the Summer of 1928, my wife and I went on a research expedition to
Dutch Guinea, South America, ard repeated it in the Summer of 1929.

Yhat was the purpose of this trip?

Sclentific research, two volumes published.

What were the names o0f the volumes published?

One volume was published under the name of Suriname Folklore. That was
published by the Columbia University Preses about 1934 or 1935. They ®oth
were collaborations of Mrs. Herskovite and myself. The one publication
by McGraw & Hill Co, was under the tisle of "Rebel Destiny®,

Yhen was the next trip?




¥e next went abroad abount Angust 1830, 1y wifec ané I went ebroad Jei vil
weeks to arrange with the “olonisl Offiec ir France cnd London, %o Lo
properly introduced at the Prench and Britich Colomisl Offiee, prior (-
a trip to Vest Africa. Ve returned in the ead of Beptember.

In January 1931, we went to West Africs aud atoyed there wntil Auguat
doing research. Ve returned about the plddle of September. Therc hinc
been mumerous publications from that trip, the outstending one beiny

a two volume publication entitled "Dahomey ™.

Then the Sumwer of 1934 we spent in Haiti, for the purpose of Scicautidic
ressarch. This is all a matter of record, it is to be found in veriovs
reference books, such as "Who's Who in Aperica®, ete. The Summor of 1UEL
in Haiti resulted in the publication of & volume celled ¥Life in &
Eaitian Valley".

In 1937 1 was awarded a fellowship of the Jchn Simon Gerggenheim Memoricl
Foundation and took a Sabbatical leave of absgnce from my University.
The year from September 1937 until September 1938 was spent in ZTurope.

1 gave some lectures at Canbridge,University, Oxford University, before
the Roysl Anthropological Institute of Great Britain, in London. I
lectured before the Africanist Society of Parls, and also delivered a
paper at the International Anthropological Congress in Copenhegen. I aleo
was working on a book.

In 1939, Mrs. Herskovits and I wewe sent by the Carnegie Corporation of
Fow York to carry on research in Trinidsd, British West Indies. ¥We were
thers from June until September. In August 1941 I was sent by the
Rockerfeller Foundation to do ressarch in Brazil. Mra. Herskovits and I
spent a year there, returning last Septemder.

¥ill you please name some of your close friends and associates?

Donald Young, Social Science Besearch Countll.

Donald Goodchild, American Ccuncil of Learned Societies.
Various menbers of my faculty, Major Alpheus Smith,
Lieutenant Colonel Rossman Palfrey.

Are you acquainted with Willard 2. Park?

Yes, I gave hin his first job.

Do you knovw him socially?

Yes.

Have you visited at his houcel

Yes, aes 2 matter of fact, when I was called to Washington and there wasn't
a hotel room, I stayed at the Park's.

Do you remember the approximate date?

I came down here in esrly October, because I was dback five weeks from
Brazil, when I got the telephone call to come down.

How long did you stay there?
Just over night.
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Ho has vioited you in your heme?

Yes, he vans associated with me in tho dopeitront.

Is thnt at Northwestern?

Yos.

Are you acquainted with Charles A. Beard?

You mean the historian?

Yes.

I don't think I ever met the man personally.

Are you acquainted with Professor Fred Schuman?

I never met him, I know him by name.

Are you acquainted with Professor Robert Lovett?

Casually. I have know Lovett off and on. I haven't seen him for years.
The Commission has received information that you are & member of the
Amorican Committee, International Relief Association, SNGR Did you hold
office in that organization? -

In what committee?

American Committee, International Relief Association.

Ngver heard of it that I cen think of. 'h;t did it do? Who told you?

¥e are not allowed to divulge the source of information?

I am very sorry, I cu't.iqtenigantly answer questiox'u about things that
are jpst hearsay. I don t know, I might be dbut I don't think se. That is,
I don 't remembder it.

You don't Xnow whether you are a member or not?

I ean tell you, 17 I am 1% hosn't cost me anything. It fenlt am organization
I pay dues to or make contributions ts. I ean't place it. I don't Xnow

what you are talking about.

Investigation by the Ui 8. Civil Sexvice Commission discloses that you
were ons of the sponsors of the National Federation for Constitutional
Liderties. What comment did you care to maka?

I am pretty vague about 1t, I may have sponsored it. I belleve in
‘constitutional 1liderties.

Are you acquainted with any of the officers of this organigation?
- i




I sm very vague about the whole thing. No, I couldn't name ona.

4re you acquainted with the purposes of thiw organization, National
Yederation for Constitutional Liberties? .

o, I mssume it s what it says it 1s but I don't Imow.

The “ommission has information that the Hational Federation for Constity~
tionsl Liderties,on behalf of the American Peacs Modilizgtion, dbrought
sult ageinst the Metropolitan Police Department and Natisnal Park Servica
on September 10, 1940. This would indicate that it had soms affilistion
with the American Peace Mobilization. Do you care to comment on thig?

I don't know if_there is any comment to be made. Does it have anything
to do with the merican Peaca Mobilization? ’

~

Doctor, you are supposed to have had connection with it, we are aeking you
the questions, if you don't know, then that is different.

Well, 1t is possible that I may have, but I certainly am not respongidle
for connection with an organiration like that.

The sult by the National Federation for Constitutional Liberties arose

out of police action in arresting leaflet distributors who were in oppositiewn
to the passage of the Burk-Wadsworth B111. This was the conscription bill,
Bould you care to make any comment on 1t?

If any organization that I belonged to, took such sction against
conscription, then I was most certainly not in favor of it, because I have
congigtently been in favor of all the defense measures.

The uommisslon has received infrrmation that you allowad your name to be
used in connection with other opganizations. Is this true?

What kind of orgmnizetions! &cientific or Folitical?

We are not interested in Scientific, Political, Fraternal, Religious or
cial.

I can't think of any. What kind of an organization would that be: a
soclal or some sort.” The Association of Ameriesn University Professors,

wouldn't be one.

Such as the ones we have mentioned to you.

I am a member of the “mericun Civil Liberties Unlon, but that comes under
one of those heads I presume. It is a political organization. You mesn
in the sense of a political party?

What orgsnizations of A similar natare to the Federation for Constitu=
tional Liberties and Civil Liderties Union do you hold membership in or

8 o0 F U . d




Q.
A,

There is a 1little local organization in Evanston that Intervieuc the
Mayor and tries to get the proper people on the school boanrd, I think
i1t 1s called "Council for Democratic Action".

Is that connected with any National organization}
None at all, it is a local organizatisn.
Do they have meetings of any kind where they have spealkers come {n?

I think we had Professor Burgess from the University of Chicago.discups
Juvenile delinguincies in wartima.

Are there any other organizastions that you have had membership in?
None that I can remember at the moment.

Are you a member of the German-Americen Bund?

No.

Are you a member of any if its affiliate organizationa?

Yo.

Are you a member of the Commnist Party?

¥o,

Are you a member of any of the affiliates of the Communist party?

No.

Haveyou any criticism of the manner in which this interview was conducted?

I'd say I found you gentlemen most polite and considerate. I think xy only
ceriticism would be in asking me to comment on information, the source of
which is unknown to xe, which makes it difficult to comment intelligently.

Do you feel, in order to state whether you are a member of an organization
you have to know who gaid you are a member?

No, not that, but there was one or two questions that were guite ambiguous,
the factual questions are alright. :

Do you believe the “onmission has afforded you ample opportunity to answer
these questions?

Yes.

Do you care to make any further statements about the matters we have
discussed here? 6




I right cay that 1t ic & now cnd curfous crporienco it rather o long
career in tho intellectual and acedcmic world, to be put in & situation
whore either my character or pstrioticm is under qusstion, but I think
there ie nothing else to be gaid.

¢ &6 ®

I have read the forsgoing stetements and the sare are truly and correctly reportod
horein.

Helville Jean Herskovits
Vitnsssed: This

Yy:

Investigator

Investigator

I hereby certify that the adbove is a ccrract transcription of the notes taken by

me during the specisl hearing.

Stenographer




OBSERVATIONS

Applicant arrived on time. He appeareg to resent the fact that the Commission
[ 4
should take up his valusble time with an interview. Fe appeared to be a man

of high intelligence. It was evident that hLe was trying to lmpress your investi-
gator with his great learning snd travel.

On the subject of membership in organizations he was rath r evasive and always

wanted more particulars as to 'when, where, and vho furnished the information. On
the whole he was fairly cooperative.
Applicant rejyuested that a copy of the hearing be mailed him at his residence.

Your investigator mailed a copy by registared mail.

Respectfully submitted

nvestigator




FD-36 (Rev. 12-13-56)

|
{

I

] i

. { )

FBI |l
| !
Date: 7/13/61 i
. i |
Transmit the following in : !
(Type in plain text or code) j‘
Via AIRTEL !
|

&ééﬂh}

- (Priority or Method of Mailing)

TO : DIRECTOR, FBI
FROM: SAC, WFO (161-510)

MELVILLE JEAN&HE RSKOVITS
SPI

17¢

Re report of SA

dated 7/5/61
at Washington, D.C. .

r“

RUC

(@+Bureau ol W&dﬁo—upd : p -

1-WFO -2t b

JEG:bah FE
@ /7

AIRTEL '

! /-

Approved: : AL VA - Sent M Per
Qe m~i A.f/..\m im M




OPCA-20 (12-3-96)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA
DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

l Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where indicated,
explain this deletion.

O Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions

release to you.

Section 552

O 1) O ®(7XA)
O ®@2) a ®7)B)
a ®)3) B (9)(&)

O ®™M(D)

0 ®)7XE)

O ®7XF)
O ®@ O ®®)
O ®o) a ®x9)
a o))

O Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to the subject
request is listed in the title only.

B Documents originated with another Government ag

for review and direct response to you.

disposition at a later date.

Pages were not considered for release as they are duplicative of

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

indicated below with no segregable material available for

Section 552a
@)
@
(k)(1)
&)(2)
3)
(k)(4)
&)(5)
()(6)
O &7

O OO oo o g o

of your request or the subject of your

ency(ies). These documents were referred to that agency(ies)

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as
to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies).

Page(s) withheld inasmuch as a final release determination has not been made. You will be advised as to the

B The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:

XXXXXX

XXXXXX

I(I-786 - A7 'Da?}L&

XXXXXXXXXXXXX XXX
X Deleted Page(s) X
X No Duplication Fee X
X for this page X
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

FBI/DOJ



WFO 161~510

MISCELLANEOUS

It will be noted that on 3/16/60, Professor MELVILLE
J. HERSKOVITS, Director of Northwestern University's progranm
of African studies, appeared before the Committee on Foreign
elations, United States Senate, 86th Congress, Second Session,
N, concerning United States foreign policy. BHe appeared in cou-
l; " nection with a series of open hearings which were being held
; concerning foreign policy studies prepared at the request of
the Committee on Foreign Relations.

Professor HERSKOVITS was the principal author of
one of the studies and appeared before the Committee to fur-
nish them with his knowledge of Africa.



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to WASHINGTON 25, D. C.
’

File No.

July 14, 1961

MELVILLE JEAN HERSKOVITS

I. BIOGRAPHICAL DATA

Birth

Dr. Herskovits was born on September 10, 18851 at
Bellefontaine, Ohio.

Education

Dr. Herskovits attended Hebrew Union College -
Jewish Institute of Religion, Cincinnati, Ohio, from
September, 1915, to February, 1918. No degree was conferred.

He attended the University of Cincinnati, Cincinnati,
Ohio, from September, 1915, to February, 1918. No degree was
conferred.

He attended the University of Chicago, Chicago,
Illinois, from September, 1919, to February, 1920, receiving
a Ph.B. degree.

Dr. Herskovits was enrolled at the New School for
Social Research, New York City, from September, 1920, to
June, 1922, No degree was conferred.

He was enrolled at Columbia University, New York City,
from September, 1920, to June, 1926. He was awarded an M.A,
degree on June 1, 1921, and a Ph.D. degree on June 2, 1926.



Melville Jean Herskovits

Employment

From 1912 to 1915, Dr. Herskovits was employed
as a clerk in a clothing store operated by his father at
Erie, Pennsylvania.

He was employed as a lecturer in anthropology at
Columbia University, New York City, from May, 1924, to June,
1927,

In September, 1927, Dr. Herskcvits joined the
faculty of Northwestern University, Evanston, Illinois, as an
assistant professor. He has been a member of the faculty
continuously since that time, and he presently is a professor
of anthropology and serves as Director of African Studies.

Dr. Herskovits has been designated the '"President's
Fellow" by Northwestern University for the 1960-1961 scholastic
year. According to the Umiversity records, this is the highest
honor that can be bestowed upon a member of the faculty by
Northwestern University and entitles the recipient to one year's
leave of absence with full salary. At the present time,
Dr. Herskovits is on leave of absence pursuant to his being
the '"President’s Fellow" and is conducting research in connection
with a book he is preparing for publication.

In addition to his regular employment at Northwestern
University, Dr. Herskovits has been employed as follows:

Summer of 1930 Lecturer in anthropology,
University of Wisconsin,
Madison, Wisconsin.

October, 1942, to Head consultant, per diem basis
December, 1942 when actually employed, Board of

Economic Warfare, Chicago, Il1llinois.
January, 1943, to Consultant, per diem basis when
June,; 1943 actually employed, Board of

Economic Warfare, Washington, D. C.
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Melville Jean Herskovits

September, 1948, to Visiting professor, University of
January, 1949 : Illinois, Urbana, Illinois.
Summer of 1950 Professor of anthropology,

University of California,
Berkeley, California.

Dr. Herskovits has been a member of numerous professional
and social organizations and was elected a fellow to the National
Academy of Sciences and National Research Council, Washington,

D. C., in April, 1959.

-Marital Status

Dr. Herskovits is married to the former Frances
Shapiro, who resides with him at 810 Clinton Place, Evanston,
Illinois. :

Military Service

Dr. Herskovits enlisted in the Enlisted Reserve Corps,
United States Army, on Jume 1, 1917, and entered on active duty
in the United States Army on March 5, 1918. He was honorably
discharged as a private first class on July 29, 1919, His
service record is clear.

RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION

Interviews

*Hebrew Union College - Jewish
Institute of Religion, ncinnati, Ohio, advised he has known '

Dr. Herskovits socially and professionally since 1915. He

said he considers Dr. Herskovits an outstanding man who would

be a great asset to the Government of the United States if
appointed to a position forwhich he is qualified. He said he
believes Dr. Herskovits' interest in obtaining a position with
the Government is due to his, belief in serving his country.

He furnished favorable comments concerning Dr. Herskovits'
character, reputation, loyalty and associates, and he recommended
Dr. Herskovits for a position of trust and confidence.
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Melville Jean Herskovits

Illinois,

skovits

sald

whose moral character and reputation are above reproach.
He said there is no question whatsoever concerning

Dr. Herskovits®' loyalty to the United States, and he
recommended him for a position of trust and confidence.

said, as a result of Dr. Herskovits'

many visits to Africa, representatives of the African
nations have frequently visited the campus of Northwestern
University. He has been present at many social and
academic functions where the African representatives were
in attendance. The representatives of the African nations,
he said, have a great admiration for Dr. Herskovits' and
consider him to be a close personal friend., He has heard
the representatives make many favorable comments concerning
Dr. Herskovits and his highly favorable reputation among the
African countries.

Northwestern University, ! QOn, l“ln|01|s|,| a!VJ.lse! !e has

been personally acquainted with Dr. Herskovi

t n ears
and holds Dr. Herskovits in high respect. Mm
noted that Dr. Herskovits has traveled widely throughou

the United States, South America and Africa. He said

Dr. Herskovits is considered to be one of the foremost
anthropologists in the United States. He furnished favorable
comments concerning Dr. Herskovits' character, reputation and
loyalty, and he highly recommended him for a position of trust

and confidence.

known Dr. Herskov



Melville Jean Herskovits

the Adrican Studies Program of which Dr. Herskovits
is in charge. He said Dr. Herskovits has traveled in many
¢f the African nations and knows many people in those

( countries, all of whom have great respect- for and—confidence
in-Dr. Herskovits. He said Dr. Herskovits has a true -
understanding of the problems which exist in Africa and is

one of the best qualified men in the United States to
kandle those problems. said he considers
Dr. Herskovits an outstanding individual of excellent

reputation and high moral character, whose loyalty to the
United States is above reproach. He said Dr. Herskovits
- is interested in the advancement of African nations and

L?Zf the establishment of favorable relations between the
United States and the African countries. He highly recom-
‘,7[> mended Dr. Herskovits for a position of trust and confidence.

- b

ashington, D, C., advise
e has ‘known Dr. Herskovits on a professional level for
approximatel ears through Dr. Herskovits' association

; 8 an authority on Africa. He said he has had some social

f  ass>ciation with Dr. Herskovits”said that, based

i on his knowledge of Dr. Herskovits' mor character, reputation,
: associates and loyalty to the Government, he would recommend

Dr. Herskovits for a position of trust and confidence.

New York
and _
r. Herskovits' professional and social acquaintances at
orthwestern University. He said they visit socially and he
s acquainted with all members of the Herskovits family., '
*said Dr. Herskovits has an excellent reputation

1 S profession and is considered to be the foremost
authority on African anthropology. He said he considers

Dr. Herskovits to be a man of exceptionally fime character,

whose personal habits and moral conduct have never been
questioned. He said there is no question whatsoever concerning

Y —
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Melville Jean Herskovits

Dr. Herskovits® lcyalty to this country, adding that

Dr. Herskovits would be most careful with confidential
informaticn. He stated Dr. Herskovits is "very peppery,

and not a yes man"; that in the past, because of his
cutspcoken nature; Dr. Herskevits has not been very diplomatic
in expressing his opinions, but in recent yYears, however,

Dr. Herskovits has become more restrained and diplomatic

in his remarks. Mr. Young highly recommended Dr. Herskovits
for a pesition of trust and responsibility.

During the current inquiry, it was ascertained
*ha* Dr, Buchancr is now deceased. -
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Melville Jean Herskovits

: Eighteen other persons,  consisting of social
acquaintances and professional associates, were interviewed
concerning Dr. Herskovits and furnished favorable comments
concerning his loyalty, character, reputation and associates.
They recommended Dr. Herskovits for a position of trust and
confidence. ‘

Close Relatives

Ir addition to his wife, Dr. Herskovits has the
fr>ilowing close relatives:

Daughter, Mrs. Igor (Jean) Kopytoff,
Providence, Rhode Island;

Sister, Mrs. Charlotte Herskovits Levy,
Montville, New Jersey.

Dr. Herskovits' parents, Herman Herskovits and
Henrietta Herskovits, are deceased.

Credit and Arrest Checks

Information has been received from the appropriate
credit reporting agencies and law enforcement agencies indicating
that their files contain either Do record or no pertinent infor-
mation concerning Dr. Herskovits or his close relatives.

Passport Record.

N égency Checks

Information has been received from the United States
Secret Service; House Committee on Un-American Activities;
and the Security Office, National Academy of Sciences and
Natiopal Research Council, indicating that their files contain
either no record or no additional pertinent information
concerning Dr. Herskovits,

-7 =



Melville Jean Herskovits

Miscellaneous

Dr. Herskovits, on a background data form prepared
by him in 1961, indicated he was a member of the Industrial
Workers of the World in 1920; a member of the Executive
Committee of the National Council of the Arts, Sciences,
and Professions from 1945 to 1949; and Vice Chairman of
the Xllinois Chapter of the Progressive Citizens of America
from 1946 to 1948,

The Industrial Workers of the World
has been designated pursuant to
Executive Order 10450.

The National Council of the Arts,
Sciences, and Professions has been
cited as a communist front by the

-~ House Committee on Un-American
Activities.

An informant, who has furnished reliable
information in the past, advised in June,
1948, that Communist Party members were
soliciting funds for membership in the
Progressive Citizens of America. According
to the informant, the soliciting was done
with the use of the name Progressive
Citizens of America and all funds collected
were turned over to the Communist Party.

The June. 1933, issue of the "Left Front," a
publication of the Chicago Branch of the John Reed Clubs,
reported the name of Professor Melville J., Herskovitz as a
speaker for the 1932-1933 season for the Jobhn Reed Clubs.

The John Reed Clubs of the United States
have been cited by the House Committee on
Un~American Activities &8s communist fronts.
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Another informant, who has furnished reliable
information in the past, advised that in 1937 Professor
Melville J. Herskovits, Professcr of Anthropology,
Nerthwestern University, was a member of the Scottsboro
Defense Committee in Chicago; a sponsor of the Congress for
Peace and Demccracy of the American League for Peace
and Democracy; and in 1939 was a member of the North
American Committee tc Aid Spanish Democracy.

The Anericarn lLeague for Peace and
Democracy and the North American
Cemmitiee to Aid Spanish Democracy
bhave been designated pursuant to
Executive Order 10450,

The Sceottsbore Defense Committee has
been cited as a commnist front by the
House Committee on un-American Activities;

The September 18, 1949, issue of the "Daily Worker,"
an east ccast communis® newspaper, which suspended publication
Jaruary 13, 1958, ccntained an article wherein the name of
Prcfesscer Melville J,. Herskovits, Northwestern University,
appeared as a signer cf a message te the Mexican Government
under the spoenscrship ¢f the Council for Pan-American Democracy.

i

An informant, who has furnished reliable information
ir the past, advised in 1941 the name of Dr, Melville J.
Herskavitz, Northwestern University, was one of the members
~f the Speakers Bureau ¢f the International Workers Order.

Ancther informant, whe has furnished reliable
infirmation in the past, advised in 1941 the names of
Mr. and Mrs. Melville Herskcvitz, Northwestern University,
appeared ¢n a list c¢f names utiTized by the United American
Sparish Aid Committee and the Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln
Brigade. The infermant was unable to provide the significance
¢f this 1list,
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The booklet entitled "The Road to Peace" contained
an address by the Very Reverend Hewlett Johnson, commonly
referred to as the '"Red Dean" of Canterbury, England,
delivered on October 27, 1948, in Chicago, under the auspices
of the Chicago Council of American-Soviet Friendship. Listed
among the sponsors was the name Herskovitz, Professor,
Northwestern University.

The name of Melville J. Herskovits was listed as
a sponsor on a '""Call to a Bill of Rights Conference,'" held
in New York City omn July 16-17, 1949, under the auspices
of the Civil Rights Congress.

The name Melville J. Herskovits was listed as a
sponsor on the program of the Fifth National Conference of
the American Committee for Protection of Foreign Born, held
at Atlantic City, New Jersey, on March 29-30, 1941.

The Council for Pan-American Democracy;

the International Workers Order; the United
American Spanish Aid Committee; the

Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade;
the National Council of American-

Soviet Friendship; the Civil Rights
Congress; and the American Committee for
Protection of Foreign Born have all been
designated pursuant to Executive Order
10450.

According to the letterhead of the Independent
Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions,
dated May 28, 1946, the name of Melville J. Herskovits was
listed as a member of the Board of Directors of that organization.

The Independent Citizens Committee of
the Arts, Sciences, and Professions
has been cited as a communist front
by the House Committee on Un-American
Activities.

- 10 -
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The April 2, 1940, issue of 'New Masses" contained
a letter to the President of the United States in defense
of communist leaders. One of the signers of this letter
was Melville J. Herskovits.

"New Masses'" - has been described

by the House Committee on Un-American
Activities as a '"nationally circulated
weekly journal of the Communist Party...."

According to a press release dated May 5, 1948, the
name of Melville J. BHerskovits was listed as a sponsor for the
Committee of One Thousand.

The California Senate Fact-Finding
Committee on Un-~American Activities
has characterized the Committee of
One Thousand as a'communist created
and controlled front organization."

An informant, who has furnished reliable information
in the past, advised in 1941 that Professor Melville J.
Herskovitz, Northwestern University, was among those who
sent postal cards of encouragement to Ira Selbar, George
Gibbs, Mary Wilson and Jane Curtis, when they were arrested
in Lewistown, Illinois, in the Summer of 1940 on charges
of violating the Criminal Syndicalist Laws in that by word
»f mouth they advocated the overthrow of the Government by
force and violence and supported the Communist Party, which
organization advocated the overthrow of the Government by
force and violence.

The July 10, 1949, issue of the Illinoils edition
of "The Worker." a communist weekly newspaper, reported that leading
Chicagoans were to sponsor a Bill of Rights Conference in
New York City on July 16-17, 1949. The call to the Conference
cited the Broyles Bills in Illinois among the many examples
of the threats to civil rights throughout the Nation. Among -
the sponsors listed in the article was Professor Melville J.
Herskovitz, Northwestern University. The Broyles Bills were
a series of legislation introduced into the Illinois State
Legislature and had as their purpose the curtailment of the
activities of the Communist Party in the State of Illinois.

- 11 -



Melville Jean Herskovits

In November, 1945, an informant, who has furnished
reliable information in the past, advised he observed in
Communist Party headquarters at San Francisco, California,

a letter addressed to Miss Ella Winter, Carmel, California,
bearing the letterhead of Northwestern University, Department
of Anthropology, Evanston, Illinois, and the signature of
Melville J. Herskovits. According to the informant, Melville J.
Herskovits stated he would be glad to serve on the'Free
McNamara Committee."

The '"Free McNamara Committee" was a
committee to free James B. McNamara,
then serving a life sentence in a
State of California prison for the
bombing of the "Los Angeles Times"
building, Los Angeles, California,
and resulting deaths which occurred
during a labor dispute in 1910.

Other informants, who have a knowledge of communist
activities in appropriate areas, advised that Dr. Herskovits
aud his wife are unknown to them and that they could furnish
uwo information regarding them.

On December 1, 1952, in connection with an issuance
of a passport, Dr. Herskovits furnished a signed statement to
a representative of the Department of State, stating in effect
as follows:

He would like to affirm that he had never been and
was not at that time a member of the Communist Party. He
stated he was unalterably opposed to any form of totalitarianism.
In regard to his alleged consistent adherence to the communist
position, he stated that many Americans, not communists, in
1940 and 1941, felt that the Scottsboro trial did not represent
the best in American judicial proceedings and that the Spanish
War was not an attempt to establish communism but to prevent
totalitarian control. He said he had been a member of
the National Council of the.Arts, Sciences, and Professions,
together with many distinguished Americans of integrity. Like
them, when communist infiltration became apparent, he left the
organization. He stated further that he was in Europe in

- 12 -



Melville Jean Herskovits

1937 and 1938 and was convinced the Germans would attack

and the United States should prepare for eventualities.

He said that after World War II began, he constantly supported
the English~French side and the German-Russian pact did not
change his views. He stated that when in Africa he abstains
from political discussions and devotes his time to research.
He said this is not the communist pattern and is perhaps the
best refutation of allegations of his sympathy with communist
aims and methods.

The central files of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation contain no additional pertinent information.

- 13 -
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I. DBIOGRAPHICAL DATA Aee. Wigy P /)"/
Biren wrsey 5., AL o/
Pr. Nerskovits was bora oa September 10, , at’
Bellefoataine, Ohio. _ e
Bducation

Dr. Borakovits sttended Hobrew Usion College -
Jewish Institute of Beligioa, Cimcinnati, Ohio, from
SBeptember, 1915, to February, 1918. No degree was conferred.

Be attended the University ef Cincimmati, Cincimnati,
Oh::, from Beptember, 1915, to Pedruary, 1018. No degreec was
conferred., C

Be atteaded the University ef Chicago, Chicago,
Illisois, from September, 1919, to February, 1930, receiving
‘& Ph,B. degree. ' _

Br. Nerskovits was enrolled at the New School Zar
Bocial Research, New York City, from September, 1930, to
Juns, 1923, No degree e ceaferred.

o He was enmrclled at coluibh Unvoﬁtﬁ. New York City,
from Septesiber, 1030, to Jume, 1956. HNe was awarded am M.A.
dogroe on Jume 1, 1031, and & PA.D. degree “ June 2, 190886,
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Selville Jean Berskovits

Miscellaneous

Br. Berskovits, oa a background dats form prepared
by him ia 1061, indicated he was & member of the Iadustrial
Workers of the World im 1820; s member of the Executive
Committee ©f the National Council ©f the Arts, Sciences,
and Professions from 1945 to 1949; and Vice Chairman of
the Illinois Chapter of the Progressive Citismens of America
from 1946 to 1948, '

The Industrial Workers of the World
has been designated pursuant to
Executive Order !.0450.

The Nationmal Council of the Arts,
Sciences, aad Professions has been
cited as & communist fromt'by the
Nouse Committee on Un-American
Activities, .

An infolmant, who has furaished reliadble
informatioa ia the past, advised ia June,
1948, that Communist Party members were
®0liciting funds for membership ia the
Progressive Citisens of Americs. Accerding
to the iaformant, the soliciting was doae
with the use of the aame Progressive
Citisens of America and all funds collected
were turned over th the Commuaist Party,

The Juas, 1933, issue of the "Left Freat,” a
publication of the Chicago Bramch of the Johs Reed Clubs,
reported the aame of Professor Nelville J. Nerskovits as a
Speaker for the 1933-1933 season for the Joha Reed Clubs.

The Joha Reed Clubs ©f the United States
kSve beoea cited by the Nouse Committee oa
Un-American Activities as s ocommunist fremts. -

bA b0 |
L (121-15382-8) - 8 -
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Selville Jeaa Berskovits

4

v Another ﬁfo;-nt. vho bhas furaished reliabdble
information ia the past, advised that ia 1037 Professor
Helville J. Berskovits, Professor ef Aathropology,

The Bcottsboro Defense Committes has
boea cited as socsmminist fiost' by the
« House Committee on Un-American Activities.

: The Septesber 18, 1940, imsue of the "Baily Worker,®
an east ocast communist Dewspaper, vhich suspended pudblication
January 13, 1988, oontained ea article vherein the name of
Professer Nelville :-.“m-mxu. ::rg:uun Mvmuy,t

. Sppeared as a signer & nessage Bexican Governaea -
under the spoasorship ef the Council for Jaaminericaa Demooracy.

* & '

Aa iaformant, who has furnished reliadble iaformatios
in the past, advised in 1941 the nané of Dr. Nelville Jd.
Berskovits, Nerthwestera University, was omne of the sembers
o2 the Speakers Buresu ef the Internstiomal Workers Order.

Asother taformeat, who hes furnished relisble

information ia the past, advised ia 1941 the mamescft -
M. and Nrs, Nelville Berskovits, A University,
appoared ea a list of names utilined by 'the United American
Spanish Aid Committee and the ¥, ef the Abraham Limocoln
:1“‘.“.1“!:0 iaformaat was 10 te provide the sigaificance

*Anonymous (121-16382-8)
**Anonymous (121-15382-8)"

*$xAnonymous (121~-15382-8) .® o



Melville Jean Herskovits

The April 2, 1940, issue of "New Masses" contained
a letter to the President of the United States in defensge
of communist leaders. One of the signers of this letter
was Melville J, Herskovits.

Thevw Masses" has been described

by the House Committee on Un-American
Activities as a "nmationally circulated
weekly journal of the Communist Party...."

According to a press release dated May 5, 1948, the
name of Melville J. Herskovits was listed as a sponsor for the
Committee of One Thousand. :

The California Senate Fact-Finding
Committee on Un-American Activities
has characterized the Committee of
One Thousand as a'communist created
and controlled front organiration."

‘o
An informant, who has furmished reliable information

in the past, advised in 1941 that Professor Melville J.
Ber-kovitg, Northwestern University, was among those who
sent postal cards of encouragement to Ira Belbar, George
Gibbs, Mary Wilson and Jane Curtis, when they were arrested
in Lewigtown, Illinois, in the Summer of 1540 on charges
of violating the Criminaul Syndicalist Laws in that by word
of mouth they advocated the overthrow of the Government by
brce and viol@nce and supported the Communist Party, whicth
organization advocated the overthrow of the Government by
*force and violence.

The July 10, 1949, issue of the Illinois edition
of "The Worker," s communist weekly newspaper, reported that leading
Chicagoans were to sponsor & Bill of Rights Conference in
Kew York City on July 16-17, 1949. The call to the Conference
cited the Broyles Bills in Illinois among the many examples
of the threats to civil rights throughout the Nation. Among
the sponsors listed in the article wvas Professor Melville J.
Berskovits, Northwestern University. The Broyles Bills were
& series 0f legislation imtroduced into the Illinois Btate
Legislature and had as their purpose the curtailment of the
activities of the Communigt Party in the State of Illinois.

*anonymous (121-15382) - 11 -



Melville Jean Berskovits

*

In November, 1945, an informant, who has furnished
reliable information in the past, advised he observed in
Communist Party headquarters at San Prancisco, California,
a letter addressed to Miss Ella Winter, Carmel, California,
bearing the letterhead of Northwestern University, Department
of Anthropology, Evanston, Illinois, and the signature of
Melville J. Berskovits, According to the informant, Melville J.
Borskovits stated hg would be glad to serve on the"Free
¥cNamara Committee,

The "Free McNamara Committee'”" was a
committee to free James B, McNamara,
then serving a life sentence in a
SBtate of California prison for the
bombing of the "Los Angeles Times"
building, Los Angeles, California,
and resulting deaths which occurred
during = labor dispute in 1910,

Other informants, who have 2 knovledge of communist
activities in appropriate sreas, advised that Dr. Herskovits
and his wife are unknown to them and that they could furnish
no information regarding them.

On December 1, 1953, in connection with an issuance
of a passport, Dr. Herskovits furnished a signed statement to
& representative of the Department of State, stating in effect
as follows:

Be would like to affirm that he had never been and
wvas not at that time a member of the Communist Party. Be
stated he was unalterably opposed to any form of totalitarianism.
In regard to his alleged consistent adherence to the communist
position, he stated that many Americans, not communists, in
1940 and 1941, felt that the Scottsboro trial did not represent
the best in American judicial proceedings and that the Spanish
¥Yar was not an attempt to establish communism but to prevent
totalitarian control. He said he had been a member of
the National Council of the Arts, Bciences, and Professions,
together with many distinguished Americans of integrity. Like
them, when communist infiltration became apparent, he left the
organization. He stated further that he was in Europe in

- 12 -
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Melville Jean BHerskovits

1837 and 1938 and was convinced the Germans would attack

and the United States should Prepare for eventualities.

Be said that after World War 1I began, he constantly supported
the English-French side and the German-Russian pact did not
change his views. Be 8tated that when in Africa he abstains
from political discussions and devotes his time to research,
He said this ig not the communist pattern and is perhaps the

best refutation of allegations of his sympathy with communist
aims and methods.

The central files of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation contain no additional pertinent information,
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BY COURIER SERVICE

~

/V Nonorable P. Kenneth 0'Donnell _ 1
Special Assistant to the President oo
The White Nouse

Washingten, D. C. =

Ry dear Mr. 0'Donnell:;

In accordance with the request of Dr. James B.
Eartgering on June 33, 1961, an inves tien has been
conducted conceraing Dr. Melville rakovits .,

tted herevith is a summary meserandum oontaining
the results of this investigation. t

information has been received from several
governmental afencies indicating that the checks of their
files conceraimg Dr. Berskovits have not been completed.
When these checks have been completed, you will be advised.

The investigation of DPr. Nerskovits covered iaquiries
%8 to his character, loyalty, general standing and ability, ,
but no ingquiries were made as to the sources of his income. ﬁ/

Sincerely yours, & //’
4 ENGAR HOOVER X0 T
~
Q@

A9 Hd hT L. N LUK

HOO0w ONIOY I 0o
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L Paroen,

NOTE: , - _ //
/ .
' Request for investigation of Dr. Berskovits received
6/27/61 by letter dated 6/23/61 from Dr. James B. Bartgering,
Technical Assistant at White Bouse. Position mot stated.
Bowever, Dr, Haxgering is charged '1th'the~rosponsib111ty of

"the Scientific and Technology Staff at the White Bouse,

8tudies at that University. He is stated to have an outstanding
reputation in the field of African affairs. He has been
affiliated with orhis name associated with 17 organizations
which have been designated pursuant to Bxecutive Order 10450
or cited as communist fronts by Congressional committees.

ersons interviewed spoke favorably concerning Dr. Herskovits
rp‘ Rk e roputation, loyalty, agsociat Dd _ability

L 4

£ e g

The credit standing of Dr. Herskovits is satisfactory.
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~ BY COURIER SERVICE =

ﬂ/ﬁ PE oy
Nonorable P, Eenneth 0'Doanell -
Special Assistant to the Presideat 2
The White House -
Washington, D. C.

Ry dear Mr, O'Domnell:

Reference is made to my letter dated July 14, 1961,
which furmished you a

SummAry memorandum containiag the
results of an iavestigatioa conceraing Dr, Nelville Jean _
Z? Herskovits, :
P e

A

[

Information has mov beea received from Burefiu
of Personnel Investigations, Civil Service Commissibn; tha
Central Intelligence Agency; and the Office of ity
Department of State, iadicating that their files coutail So
additional pertinent iasformation conceraing Dr, Herskovity.

=

This comcludes the investigatioa. 5 /;7
Sincerely yours,
I EDGAR HOQVER
NOT RECORDED
- . 13 AUG
AE BEn: v omange ¥Csip: .".18",,;95'
T ‘DEBL QL IN2LCE 5 — 5 COH

-
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OPTIONAL fORM NO. 10 -~ Tolson mimam

UNITED STATES GOVER!. NT . ' m:m
/ { S —
M emomndum _, ! ‘ B —
. i Malone
- | 0 : MR, CLEVELAND '+ pate: July 31, 1961 g“l,____———
/ . V:“' ' Trotter
6 { < . Tele. Room
rroM : C. A. EVANS ?/ v é“.?;:;‘_____
sugject:  SPECIAL INQUIRIES : : 4 b7c

Mr. Kenneth O'Donnell, Special Assistant to the Presuient .
has today requested that copies of the reports on the following be forwa.rded e
as designated: .

- To Atomic Energy Commission:

- Report 7-14-61 —
Report 4-5-61
- Report 3-6-61

To Office of Naval Intelligence:

— Report 5-17-61 _

CAE:dlb .- : ‘
%, N o
A NOT RECORDED b

o AUG 9 1961

noiriMAl COPY FILED IN

A N
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) Belmont .
-UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT - Mohr

\ &Malone
Rosen

 , DATE: QOctober 19, 1961  Suivw _——

Tavel
Trotter

Memorana’um J"}/«Hf\z’\ . | /::*é

TO : We C. Sulliva

(l :
X [

L4

SURECT:  MELVILIE JEAN HERSKOVITS -
SPECIAL INQUIRY - WHITE HOUSE

uh
At request of the White House, the Bureju conducted an
investigation of the above-captioned individual. /A summary of the
investigation was furnished to the White House o July 14, 1961. The
investigation reflected that Herskovits, who is $6 years of age, is a
professor at Northwestern University. He was a member of the Scottsboro
Defense Committee in Chicago, cited by the House Committee on Un-
American Activities; a sponsor of the Congress for Peace and Democracy
of the American League for Peace and Democracy, designated pursuant to
|IExecutive Order 10450; and in 1939 was a member of the North American
Committee to Aid Spanish Democracy. His name has been linked with
many organizations and movements.over a period of many years. One
of the persons interviewed said he was outstanding in his field but
did not recommend him for "anything confidential"-because Dr. Herskovits
"cannot Keep his mouth shut long enough.” :

b7

RN S et ——

- While talking to Dr. James B. Hartgering of the Science
Advisers Office of the White House on October 17, 1961, Mr. Bartlett
of the Lialson Section was advised that Mr. P. Kenmneth 0'Donnell of the
White House did not clear Herskovits for use on a project hecause of
the derogatory information contained in the Bureau's summary, :

ACTION:

T

Qzn

o !

— " For information. \/, ) -

N co ) :
1 - Mr. Belmont 4 f& AZ
1 - Mr. Bvans ' , PR
1l - Mr. Sullivan Y . ) "
1 - Mr. Cleveland lb :
1 i )J\‘ |
1

RC-n U /él_: Z—ﬁé:*”
. . ﬂ‘\“% E-izog ®. .0CT. 7—‘%‘; -

p.
S

~

—

2
89 N/O71 1961,



OPTIONAL PORM NO. ¢~ - : ’ \'

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT ' 5:%37..*“‘
Memorandum . D e —
’ . i - { S';E’S'fch

To  : W. V. CLEVELj

FROM © C, A, EVANS®

SupjEcT: MELVILLE JEAN HERSKOVITS
SPECIAL INQUIR

Mr. P. Kenneth O'Donnell, Special Assistant to the
President, has today requested that a copy of the special inquiry
summary on Melville Jean Herskovits, dated July 14, 1961, be
furnished to Mr. John F., Reilly, Deputy Assistant Secretary for

Security, Bepartweent of Stwtc.
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