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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

THa case omcinaTED AT DETROIT, MICH. riLE no.  62-1194

REPORT MADE AT . _ DATE WHEN MADE mgnm ) mErORT MADK mY ,b ')f/ .
NEW ORLEANS, LA. 8-20-43 | 8-3-43 _ B
e ' @ R ¢_ o CHARACTER OF CASE g ' | T
GE‘?ALD LYMAN KENN'ETH SMI TH, TWAS The Committee ~ CUS TODIAL DETENTIOE - &
. ’_g of One Million R L . SEDITION .

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Military A tlhor ties, lake Charles Army Air Bese, lake Cherles,la.,
advised m §25th Air Base Seourity Battalion
was transferred from ries on Mey 13, 1943, apnd it was pre-
sumed that he was destined for oversea duty. #

l‘:')&— immediate destination on leaving lake Charlos was vamp Stoneman,

Pittabu.rg, Cllif. C 5 .

'l”)-""“ - - - aw - ) ;
r . B L - b?/

REFERENCE# Report of Special Agent— dnted July 7, 1943,

Charlotte, ¥.C,

DETATLS: AT LAXE CHARLES, L&.

Lo
LK
Ieko Charles Amy

92bth Air Base Security Battalion, was
ra om “8%¥e Charles May 13, 1943 and he presumed that m
m‘ms beinj tra.nsferrei iii gverseas duty. Fe stated upon
Charles that 1med1ate destination was _
» & .

’ Casp Stoneman, Fi

A review of the file of instant case at the New Orleans Field b e
Division revesls that San Frm cisco Field Pivision has not received previou
reports; therefore, & copy of the report of Special Agent NN
dated May 6, 1943, Washington, D.C. 1s being forwarded to
Field Division. :

Enol: to San anoisooz Report of Special Agen
Te Tl o 2 6, 1943, at \"uhington.
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62-1194

UNDEVELOPED LEADS

L

. L PITTSBURG, CALIF, will
to locate TS Seriel Number L7
925th A se Ve s, BRA Bscértaln whether or not
e B8 xnowledge concerning the subject and bhis background, '

SAN FRANGISCO FIELD DIVISION:
AT

'

r
»
A
'
- - . .
e - H = o 53 ,
+ g
f
.
- » e
- . v Ld _.)3 A
- . .
RIS -
' L -
. P ‘. w 1 9
. .
- “ - A ek ———— o
Vo S
- I o
H ¥ - 4L Y 13 <
. j v - ‘.i * * -
.
- o
. -
-2p
. PO
. % L \‘;(,?"" Y '
| P R ML
i Fae s
. - - - [l -
- »
- - gt D i A - - - - .\:-." R - *
YA
o




4-750 (2-7-79)

XXXXXX

XXXXXX

XXXXXX
FENERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

{ Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion.

m Deleted under exemption(s) \b J with no segregable
material available for release to you.

Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

L] Document(s) originating with the following govemment agency(ies)
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

——  Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies):
as the information originated with them. You will
be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI.

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s}):

(1 For your information:

Bﬁ The following number is to be used for re%yence regarding these pages:
L2 - H3 )% - 3

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
g DELETED PAGE(S) §

NO DUPLICATION FEE ¥
XXXXXX X FOR THIS PAGE X
XXXXXX XXXXXXX XXX XXXXXXXXX

FBI/DOJ



SOHN EBGAR-HOOVER . Y 4 gotsen
DIRECTOR L' @ Mr. E. A. Temm
- Mr. Clegg -—----------
Federal Bureau of Inuestigation Mr. Coffegy .- N
- = . o . Mr. Silnvin cemnenemees 3
Hnited States Bepartment of Justice o vatd o E
Washington, B. €. . R
Post Oflice Box #m’ i 1y, Tracy ... ----
D“wtﬂit ‘.‘i-higan Br. ACEE® .. oo e
Septmr 1, 19‘03 : Mr. Carson ... ---
Mr. Hendon ... ..---
Mr. Mumford ... .-
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED e
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED \ Move Garaly oo
DATE SIS BYSRLBIALAmSTY |
Director, FBL 0 204 433 yiles oo _}
] IR FESE
RE: L. K. SMITH, with aliases e
“CQOMITTEE OF ONE MILLION | ,
INTERNAL SECURITY - G . ‘ ‘ i
CUSTODIAL DETENTION ] I 7 ]
SEDITICH i i
VANE
pear Sir:
There is being set forth herein the substance of information

secured fromm whose identity is known to the “1379
Buresu. This ion

from Informant during the period
from August 22, 1943 through August 30, 1943.

ﬁ an\,mnf'icn or at Ford Motor Commnv) talked with /?

SMITH, ad e had sent information to the Bank Building on the

WARING woman. Shortly thereafter, Mrs, SMITH contacted PRICE stating that b7
the material sent to the Bank had been sent out in 'care of &
(Secretary to HARRY}EENNETT) , [

/ SMITH talked with m Secretary to Congressman ~

Y, HOF FMAN and the latter advised that HOFFMAN had been very successful

e in his recent talks. SMITH stated that many people wanted HOFFMAN to

speak in Buffalo and Pittsburgh. The Buffalo meeting, while definjte
date has not been set, will be about September 19, 191.3

LI NG
On August 23, 1943, SMITH commnicated with Mrs S KNOFLES, 25

adviling that he had a definite commitment from NYE for the 24th o L.,

September and he desired that she bs on the Committee. At this particular

meeting, Dr. MARION will be in charge. S

. Mrs. KNOWLES informed GMITH that she had just written a letter .f
to J. Edgar Hoover in regard to the book, "Undercover," a party by the 0/ -

- REOOPr
- (J’A/;/f/)/;
TREAED 4 o e T
- - ’ j-' u T ' I Bl o o
At oot
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Letter to the Director RE: GERALD L. K. SMITH, with aliases
September 1, 1943 THE COMMITTEE OF ONE MILLION

INTERNAL SECURITY - G
CUSTODIAL IETENTION
SEDITION

name of PEGNALLY (phonetic) and WALTER WINCHELL, a copy of which letter
is to be given to Mr. Bugas.
Vi -

SMITH stated that he thought”FERGUSON had made a mess of
himself because of the Aleutian affair. SMITH stated that under no
circumstances would he support any form of a world government. He told
Urs, KNOWIES of a recent meeting he attended at Cle veland, Ohio, in
bebalf of mmd he took up a collection and kept it for his
expenses, w h the extreme disapproval o . SMITH L?;/
announced that he would go on the Michigan ballot i ere a swing
toward WILLKIE as a result of the Mackinac Convention.

A representative of Time magazine contacted SMITH'S oftice
regarding a SMITH meeting which is proposed in Brooklyn, New York, and -
‘he was advised that the meeting had not yet been annocunced and it was
highly confidential.

On Auguet 25, 1943, Mrs,/LUNDEEN talked with SMITH from
Minneapolis, Minnesota. <The SMITH meeting in Minneapolis is to be post-
poned until he returns from Salt Lake City and Denver, Colorado. There-
after, he plans to hold conferences in Erie, Buffalc and poasibly
Philadelphia., SMITH told Mrs. LUNDEEN that the NYE'S were in Detrolt and
that they had soms good conferences but "that stuff is slow.®

\j : .
Captain “SOUTHAKD communicated with SMITH on August 26,

1943 from Chicago. SMITH told him that he wss sending a list of names
in order that SOUTHARD could weed out those who should not be invited
to the Chicago meeting. SOUTHARD stated that a man by the name of
DINEEN would also speak at this meeting. SOUTHARD brought out that there
was & woman by the name of Lr. DUNCAN, who is connected with "a Jewish
outfit® and is a friend of Father BROPHY who is very much against SMITH
and he should beware of her.

R. T. Ross, Assistant Special Agent in Charge, Detroit Field
Division, was contacted by SMITH, the latter advising that publicity
of radio and press were linking him with the DINEEN spy case as & result
of pressure from the CIVIL RIGHTS FEDERATION and that these statements
were libelous. SMITH brought out that he was available to the FBI at any
time. L )
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< Letter to the Director KE: GERALD L. K. SMITH, with aliases
September 1, 1943 THE COMMITTEE OF ONE MILLION
, INTERNAL SECURITY - G
CUSTODIAL IETENTION
SEDITION
. - 107:.../
DOMAN communicated with am and informed him that .
they were not only going to bring a s ag the "Free Press™ but were

going to sue all Stations at one tims. OSMITH immediately got in touch
with the "Detroit Times"™ and told them that he had just filed suit against
the Z Radio Station over the WINCHELL program which it carried.

On August 27, 1943, SMITH got in touch with Mrs. LUNDEEN
and requested that she secure a room for him under the nams of Captain
EARL SOUTHARD at the Nicolet Hotel (phonetic). Informant reported on
August 30, 1943 that SMITH had maade reservations to Denver, Colorado,
rather than Salt Lake City, Utah, due to change of plans.

-

He later got in touch with a party by the name of GEORGE,

the latter informing SMITH that there were 3500 delegates at the Cleveland
Convention and they were on the verge of l!Hhﬂ SMITH to speak, GEORGE

WAEY WAE Wi WhE AAA  Wesw (=R 9

informed SMITH that he talked with l newapaper man who was opposed to
him, but he advised that he had made an investigation of the stories
about SMITH and found none of them to be true. The newspaper man told
GEORGE that SMITH was the smartest man in the United States and covers
up very well or else he is innocent.

L -

Vewy truly yours, A

—
=112 |
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8 tie. Oiege
Federal Bureau of Investigation i?.lr- Codfey .- - -
bir. Glavip
United Btates Department of Justire Vo Laddy oo
Detroit, Michigan ¢

August 26, 1943

AL INFROMATION CONTAINED e f: :[;f:{:

HERE“‘ IS EHOLASSIIED

tr, Mumford . .....--

Director, FBI DA“'[ [gff@ BYM }““" : cenrke oo

. ar. Cuirn Tamm....

" matloutrr {Zsa MILLID b cante o

T i+) EE OF ONE n‘ 3.1.95 ey

INTEIu“L SEGURm I-‘nlcs-
SEDITION e

(Burean File 62-43818) N
Dear Sir: i{é}’ !

- Reference is made to your letter of August 18, 1943 requesting

e coples of that portion of the log pertaining to information secured from
ﬁ 83 contained in letter to you dated August 12, 1943 in the ey
a e d matter, 2.

L A 2 oah 2 oo " P 200 R

“ aavlised that SMITH comaunicated with NN £
{personal secretary to HENRY FORD) August 9, 1943 at 7:50 p.u, and the
following ¢onversation transpired:

SMITH: *"Say, 1 was talking where 1 could hardly talk to you,...that it
wasn't a good place to talk....] was downtown when I talked to
you the last time, TYou didn‘t contact ur, BENNETT himself did
you?®

\" Sl 5o be te avey.

SMITH: *Well, I had Nre, SMITH call the housse out there and his wife

Y, said that he wasn't at the house but he was in town, that he had

AW called you and would be a little late. He had a hard day at the

il office,® FDERERRSE LA ORasi NG
\ -"Il that se, Well, they told me he wasn't there,” 73

- SMITH: *She said he had a hard days...at the office, see, and #e 1

didntt know, maybs, of course, maybe he had a hard day out of tomm,

Maybe I just got in en something, But I talked in line what I

discussed with you this afternocon. Might be well for you to know

Just what he had done, don't you see, But Mrs., SMITH says she

didn't say at the office that he had an swful hard day and maybe <7

I just got in on something. But with me I wasn't in the mood .

press 1t, but 1 knol', absoluto]‘y km, that when urs. LUNDEEN ‘}’ G

sun}r-o him he said, "Well, any ulo, 1 will be gone & week mf ﬁ’"‘“
A

AN A 5 3GUPLES pESTROYED

l}u' bl:..r ‘t tjf
g3 0ct 13 1964 -

mr,com?@ f{" '(




T 4o Dirsctor Rs: GERALD L. X. SKITR
t 26, 1943 THE COMMITTEE OF ONE MITLION;

INTERNAL SECURITY
SEDITION

arrange for him to come here any tims after the week and it will
be alright.® So I....he's coming all the way out here from
North Dakota on that account, I guess it looks like....l mean
it, a first class embarrsssment, but still I think probably that
maybe we can, you and 1, work a way out of it, but I want,...you
know he is out there where there is tall grass and it is pretty
hard for a man te carry on without some help and we are trying
to get it together for him here and there over the country
because he has fought such a hard battle on our side of the
fight., Well, what would you advise me to do now? What steps
did you think 1 should take froa there on?*

*I would suggest that you lot this office know tomorrow that he
is here,”

"Yesl®

nI don't know if I could get ahold of BENNETT or ho was probably
trying to sidestep me, Why, 1 could talk and tell you definitely.”

*Yes, 1 know what your problem is too. You understand snd that's
the reason why I hesitated to ask you to do anything about it
because he has & lot of peculiar ideas about his things and so

I didn't want to inspire eny reactions that were unnecessary,
don't you see, I am ashamed to have the world and my friends
eutside think that there is anything like that exists because

Mr, FORD and everybody else cut there enjoys such a fine reputation
all over the country that they couldn't imagine that appointments
were handled that way. Don't you see? So 1'll tell you what
I'11 do, I'1l contact that office in the lorning and then 1'11
be in touch with you and we'll see what we could do to get him
in and out ef town without anything unpleasant happening er
suffering any unpleasant embarrassment, you see, and he is an

awful good friend of the (olonel's toe, you know, and I want

him to nke that eontact. that's why I sent (hterruptcd by

S -oic you ever find that he got his letter?®

MITH®

'I'I

[ d

tsll you, you knew,

- y 39 ’u
its nuing, these peo ple ....thon of us who tain, who keep

: 2= | . --y(/,y/
’ H },7



Letter to Director Re: GERALD L, K. SMITH

August 26, 1943 THE COMMITTEE OF ONE MILLION;
. INTERMAL SECURITY
SEDITION

up the fighting forces in this country, li go ahead and work in
a furrow, you know, and if I handled my appointments and mail
that way, what I am doing would fall apart pretty quick,=

S -o:, yos, suret

SMITH: "He would have somebody else around him locking after things
more censclentiously. Well, 1'll be in touch with you in the

morning

. Lw
: Wh‘sr advised that SMITH communicated with M
and the or on August 10, 1943 at 6:00 p.m. and the fo ng

conversation transpired:

SMITH: *Surely appreciate the courteous way yon received our distinguished .
friend today. Senator NYE was very appreciative of the consideratioen
- shown him when he was at the Ford Motor Coapany. You know, there
are only four or five of him,...,his kind in the country today, 1
was embarrassed over that other situation, : )

- "Yes, 1 suppose 80,

SMITH: *Mrs. SMITH called up there, up to the last minute, and this
fellow thatts in the outer office there, you know, he said, *Wwell,
}rs, SMITH reminded him that she wanted him to know that there was

- nothing concerning anything that we were interested in other than
Just the welfare of our country and he said, "Well, it is no faver,
thus, we are not particularly interested,® And you know Mrs,
LUNDEEN was out thers and had a two-hour visit with that fellew
and you would have thought that after geing to such lengths that
he would have at least proposed er implored that he stay over,
which he couldn't have dons. But there at least could have been
a gesture, don't you see, ™

S -ve11, its too bad, Hes he left yet?s
SMITH: *Yes, he went on the 4:45. We put him right on a train, He has
to get out to investigate the rublic Lands buslness. ™

. -3 v
S y ﬂ""’bqo/




latter to Director Re: GEHALD L. K. SMITH

August 26, 1943 THE COMMITTEE OF ONE MilLLION
INTERNAL SECURLTY
SEDITION
b7e

- "No, L didn't say anything about that,.=

SMITH: “No, he 1s on a special committes and has to go way out to Idaho,
HOCEKErsLLKHS had given several acres of land to the Government
and they have to make a report on it, of course, the stats is
making a big kick because it takes it right off the tax rolls and
80 they have got to report back and he has te be out there,n

it would, therefore, appear on the basis of supplemental information
subaitted by #:hat senator NYx visited the rord Motor Ceapany on
‘u‘u‘t 10, 1 » b ?\p .

Very truly yours,

M b JOHN 5. BUGAS,

R T B R hat S
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-f;.' b August - 1943 L / J
S . : ’
Dear Subscrider: '

) N

On page 2 of the July issue of THE CROSS AND THE FLAG 1s a sensef
article entitled THE 'BIBLE OF THE ANTI-CHRIST. This erticle has creef
furor. The enemles Of Christ and America even tried to prevent me fr
putting the article inte print. Many people, 4ncluding preachers, are
%sgig% gor reprints of this omne srticle, A million copies should be ¢

T ed.

If you desire to pass this truth slong by distributing extra cop:
thig erticle, T will send you reprints at the rollowingﬁratea:

100 coples - $1.00 400 cop;es---$h,00
200 copies - ge.oo 500 coples-- $5.00
300 copies - $5.00 - 1000 copies -$10.00

This, &s you see, 1s very reasonable and we are reprinting them
this lov rate 1in order that all our friends may be able to distribute
everywhere.

Here 1s how you can get 100 coples of this semnsational article f1
Subscribe for THE CROSS AND THE FLAG for a friend, which 1is

$2.00 per year. and I will sand you 100 coples of the erticle
entitled TEE BIBLE OF THE ANTI-CHRIST.

Send in a subscription for & friend for six months at $1.00,
L and I will mail you 50 coples of the article entitled THE
’ - BIBLE OF THE ANTI-CHRIST free.

- - Use the sttached coupon to express your wishes, _

e b =

Sincerely yours for God and Coun

! ,/ié'xé’/-«ff XX

GERALD L." K ZEMITH N
e e e e o m m  ae — . o L08T_Off Here ___ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _
THE CROSS AND THE FLAG -
Gereld L, K. Smith, Editor : \ - /
Post Office Box 450 ' ‘ ’
Detroit, 31, Michigan /

I em anxious to have extra coples for distribution of the jensat!
article entitled THE BIBLE OF THE ANTI-CHRISBT. The check mark below
cates my desires. .

/7 Enclosed find $ . - Plecse send me ‘thundred copiles,

Y am encloﬂlng harewitn *1.00 o pey i'DI‘ A suDSoription roxr S mov
for THE CROSS AND THE FLAG for the following person. -

Name hddress

city T T Btate N "’

{This entitles me to 50 free coples of the article THE BIBLE OF THE

ANTI-CHRIST) - S ! ‘

/=7 T enclose harevith £2.00 to pay rof & one year subscription for

“" following persons = ‘ A, :22?‘

II’TDEXED /},i-_. = LA

e NBME o e e e v - RBATESS o T Thaee Fes S naiesas

B ) A A )T %)

— . B ek ——T——mo Lo Loy e - - —
b E Ci‘ty ) - R
\ﬁ -{Thls entitles E%U’joo,' gree _coples of ihe article THE-BIBLE-UF- P2

PR L L L T
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B DA Tames, .
¥edreral Bureau of Enuestigation Bar. Clegg .
X L. Celley ... ...
United States Department of Justire . Clesin
) Detroit, Michigan e o
jJ/ August 2‘4, 19‘&3 Mr. Rosen
Mr. Treey ... ...
Mr. Acers . .. .. 1

Director, FBI

& Cendon .,

air. Mumford ...

2 Mr. Starke .. ____.

Re: {gmm LYMAN XKENNETH SMITR, with aliases |:: cuwnicmm.

o “COMMITTEE OF 1,000,000 N Nosse
Y INTERRAL SECURITY = G M es Gandr . ]

CUSTODIAL DETENTION

Fijc
SEDITION ﬂ@%
There is being set forth below the substance of in-
formtion received froW whose identity is known & 7¢
to the Bureau., This i ed from Informant during the

period from August 11, 1943 through August 21, 1943.

Informant stated he had recelved information to the
H had been contacted recently by a girl giving the name of
and at that time this individusl stated that she was a  ©7C-
.. member 'S organization in New York City and attempted to elicit
® *  information from SMITH relstive to future activities. SMITH advised Inform-
. ant that it was his opinion that this individual was employed as an informant
~;  for the ANTI-NAZI LEAGUE in New York City, and for that reason he did not
intend to give her any information of value. DEEERL EB sl LNG

effect that

) Informant stated further that he had received informa<’_- -
g tion to the effect that SMITH was actually ta% eps to institute a libel fi; j
. proceeding seeicding $100,000.00 in damages fr WINCHELL for an i
"o alleged libelous remark made by WINCHELL codc ming SMTITH'S trampling upon ,
hS
: the American flag. GO { L g 2 ‘o I“*’/;‘
\}{ Informant stated that he had rqceived i WY

the effect that SMITH was apparently encountering difficulty,
New York and in Toledo, Ohio securing appropriate reservations

16 and 17. Informant stated that it was quite posaible that tiona
which had previously been obtained by SMITH had been cancellgqdVInformant
stated further that in view of the fact that SMITH had been of the city
for the greater part of a week conducting meetings in other cities, he would
not be able to secure a great deal of information concerning SMITH'S acti-
vities other than that noted above.
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From: J, Edgar Roover = Director, Federal Bureau of Investi -ation

Sub jects @Bm L. K. N ITH, was
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Reference 14 mads to the Bureau's lstter of Juiy Q, 1943, requesting

nstitute immediate inquipies for the purpose of deternining whether
1s identical with

Tecall that this investIgatiOn 18 pf : AR
st and that both of thege narmes were mentioned in portion of the
Department's memorandum quoted in reference letter, b7

. - o
Flease afford this investigation as well as EhéTother leads cutstanding
in your district in connection with this matter iznediate investigative attention,
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!f+ ¥orm No. 1
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT

- FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

‘DETRCIT, MICHIGAN FILE NO. 100-5778

RI*ORT MADE AT

PIT'I‘SBURGH, PA.

DATHE WHEN MADE mlé’ubm REFORT MADE BY
9/8/k3 8/17/43 — b7¢e
ID LYMAN KENNETH z..m'm, with aliases; CHARACTER OF CASE
'I‘iERkCOLMI’I'I’FE OF ONE MILLION SECURITY WATTER
e SEDITION

A fg‘::)PSIS OF FACTS:

REFERENCE :
DETATLS:

negie lecture
ship of the De

August 17, 1943.

, Letter i‘rom Detroit dated S/H/hnATE__/o
Hall,
fender

were mailed to various persons in the city of Pittsburgh several days prior to

that GERALD L. K, S¥ITH, Director of the America First Party, and Captain EARL
SOUTHARD, "one of the top-notch leaders of the Veterans of Foreign Wars organiza-
tion, a student of international consPiracies belng at,tempted now against Amerlfanq-

SYITH spoke to crowd of approximately 900 persons at
meeting at Pittsburgh, Pa. 8/17/43 under sponsorship
of Defenders of George Tnashington's Principles, held

manm s mmam 1T

ﬁl.p ui‘uncgu: thbm nd. J.., I.‘U.E'Lal’.l. O.LLI:, r.a.uu.su\ugu.
Captain EARiIQOUTHARD scheduled to appear on program
but did not appear. S¥ITH denounced Communists, New
Dealers, the British and bureaucrats in U, S. Govern-
ment; criticized lend lease program and present finan-
cial relations between U. S. and England; denounced
post world war government and pledged America First
Party to nominate candidate in 194l election if Roose-—
velt, Willkie or men of their type should be nomin

hir wmn dnn mATdddan

n

vt ae a1l mrnnulﬂnu nmn‘ IMT
oy i“d"f 1:‘“-“*“* PRLLASS. HLL mrunm*mun LU ALY
L - me - HEREW IS hE%BiASSlH{D

On Tuesda.y, August 17, 1943, GERAID L. KJS SMITH spoke before a
gathering of approximately 900 persons at the North Side Car-

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 'I‘he meeting was under the sponsor-
ra of George Washingtont's Pr t_:_i,}ﬂ__g= 7
F" -—— TN g

Circulars advertising the meeting, to with tickets

These mimeographed circulars, as well as the tickets, announced
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soverelgnty, lecturer for t.he Amer:.ca First Party, one of the leaders in the
Republican National Revival Committee, a movement to prevent Willkie from seiging
the Republican Party, and a personal friend of Colonel Lindbergh", would be the
speakers at this meeting., The circular, which bore the mimeographed signature of
SIITH, also contained the following message: "I do not need to tell you that I
will have something to say. I will discuss the Detroit race riots and give you
the low=down on how the Communists tried to use innocent negroes and innocant
whites to carry out their Red flag aims., The people in Pittsburgh should be
warned of the fact that the Chmmmlst.s right now are at.temptmg te agita,be a sim~
ilar upr:.sing in Pittaburgh. .. . ) -

' ’ Smce I was in P:Lttsburgh the laat time I have been in
Washlngton, D. C., for a lengthy visit with many of our good frlenda in Congress,

I will give you the low-dom an Wash:.ngton at the Pittsburgh meet.i.ng.

The topic of SOU'I‘I-ULRD'S address was announced in this
literature as "The Conspiracy Against Qur Sovereignty", and SMITH'S topic was
announced as "America, Today and Tomorrow", At the bottom of this mimeographed
circular was a notation that addltlonal invitations might be obt.alned from Mrs,
HARIE.‘*IDHIE at Jackson 0601.

T e meeting ‘at North Side Carnegle I.ecture Hall was
attended by Specml Agents ALEXAIDER GANSKY and MYER 4. IEAIS of the Pittsburgh
Office, . ' . -

At the entrance to the lecture hall various eirculars and
handbills were distributed to those attending., One of these entitled "The Anti-
American Conspiracy” was a reprint of an article from the Pittsburgh Sun-Telegraph,
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania of July 19, 1943, a story denouncing the idea of an inter-
national federation after the present war, stating that the "designs of the New
Deal internationalists of the Wallace-Willkie-Hopkins-Frankfurter-laski-Cripps
siripe is something entirely different. Their blueprints for internationalism
would make the U, S, A, a8 part of an INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION." This particular
c¢irecular contains a statement to the effect that it is printed and distributed
by the Defenders of George Washington's Principles and sets forth the names of
the followmg officers of that organization: CHARLES A;MADDEN, President;

. ROVIN, Vice President; Mrs., MARIE I:qiDHIE, Secretary and Mrs, H. M IANSQQ ’
Treasurer. The address of t.he orgainzation is given as Post Office Box 227, Pitts-
burgh, Pennsylvania. B

Prior to the opening of the meeting, SMITH and MADDEN were
seen going about the hall greeting various persons in attendance. The audience
was made up principally of middle class working people and it was noted that a
great mumber of persons in attendance were elderly men and women.

v e ——— e - —_
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- The meeting was called to order at approximately S:4D
+ M. by Mr-s- ]’QHTF. Sested on the speakers! n1=+f‘nm were Mrs, IOHIE, MADDEN,

L =2 — - WL  wpowisLuw b A N e ddd VVW L W KL W

Dr. W. T. BROWN and SMITH. Prominently dl&played on the platform were two large
American flags. The meeting was opened with an invocation by Father Aloysius, a
Greek priest of a church located in Emsworth, Pennsylvania., This was followed
by a pledge of allegiance to the flag and the singing of one verse of the Star
Spangled Banner.

SYOTH then welcomed the crowd with the following:
"As time goes on more people come out of their shelle., lie have to fight bureazu-

crats down in Washington., We will defeat the Fourth Term and drive the New Dealers

out of wWashingtan."” He then announced SOUTHARD'S absence due to circumrstances
beyond his control, stating that SOUTHARD would be present at same future meeting
and read a letter from SCUTHARD expréssing his regret and warming that the United
States must keep out of entangling alliances with foreign nations after the war,

As a substitute for Captain SOUTHARD, SWITH presented
WADDZN, praising his feat of memory in reciting the whole Declaration of Independence
at a Deiroit meeting, and then MADDEI recited Patrick Henry's "Give lie L:.berty ar
Give Me Death" speech, concluding with remarks attacking the Communists and warning
that the United States must avoid entangling alliances in the post war peace. His
final remark was: "When our boys came back from the bat.tlefront. let us send the

Reds back on the returm boats.® L 1._._

SYTITH began his address by attacking Hollywood and the
motion picture industry, stating that present day motion plectures were the ruination
of the youth of this country. He dwealt at length on CHARLIE CHAPLIN, stating
that he was a "Rat, a Communist and not even a citizen of the United States," He

3 .l TW CTTYD s Tid v b o 3
said that in 1922, before J. EDGAR HOOVER became Director of the FBI, a raid was

conducted by the FBI on a Communist hideout and meeting place in the Michigan woods,
and that among the reconds of the Communist Party found buried beneath the ground
in barrels was a list of the contributors to the Communist Party cause in this
country. He stated that the name of CHARL}E CHAPLIN was right up at the top of -
this list. . : ' s e e T ‘

LR R I T o T e PR

At this point SMITH stopped his address and requested all

o!.‘ those persons i.n the audience taking notes to either present. thelr press vards

or to make known the name of the person or organizatiion which had sent them to
take notes on this speech. Several persons, chiefly newspaper representatives,
identified themselt¥es but several others in the audience refused to state their
identity. Vhen two men seated in the balcony who were taking notes refused to
announce who had sent them and continued to take notes after SMITH had told them to
put their notebooks away, SMITH called for volunteers to force ejectment. At this
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'Apoint five or six wuniformed boliééhen wéikedrfa'the'bﬁiconyﬁénd ébed ciasé'to
where these men were seated. SIITH then demanded that the officers escort these

two men out of the lecturs hall. VWhen the officers merely continued to stand in
the balcony without making any response, SMITH attempted to pass the incident off
by stating, "I thought that these two persons might attempt to start some trouble

but now that I see that we have police protection and order wi i ined, we
will go ahead." (Subsequent to the meeting, Special Agent of
the Pittsburgh Office contacted of the Pittsbur ureau of Police, J:?(.

who stated that he was one of ilie persons ing notes at the SMITH meeting and
that the other man in the balcony was also of the Pittsburgh Bureau of
Police, and that they were retaining nd notes made at the meeting, but
that-they did not intend to trmnscrihe the same Y. s L CoL ; !
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' SMITH then continued to speak denouncing the Communists,
New Dealers, the buresucrats and the British, He told how on the preceding day
in Buffalo, New York he had been denied the right to speak in two halls which
previously had been reserved for him by persons in Buffalo, and how he had been
forced to hold his meetings at a hotel after the halls had been cancelled. He
then declared, "I am not going to name the interests that were influential enough
to cancel the hall, but they are doing the wrong thing. I have no desire to harm
the Jews, but for goodness sake tell them to quit persecuting us." He then
referred to the effort of certain persons in Pittseburgh to halt his appearances in
Pittsburgh without success, He did not mention any names in this connection.

: SUITH denounced WALTER WINCHELL, stating that he had caused
a great deal of embarrassment and humiliation to him and tc his son who is in the
United States Armmy by misrepresenting the facts in connection with a certain inci-
dent in Buffalo, New York when SMITH had stepped upon and spit upon a flag. He
stated that a Buffalo newspaper had erroneously published an article following the
incident in which it was stated that the flag was an American flag, where in fact,
it was a flag composed of parts of the flags of various Europian nations ag well
as ours and was known as the "Union Now" flag, He stated that if the United States
Soined with Furope in the post war protection of the whole world, we would be

‘living under such a flag and that the only flag he gave his allegiance to was the
American flag which he pointed to on the rostrum, He stated that he was going to

- make WINCHELL and the various leaders who misrepresented the facts with reference
to the flag pay dearly for their mistake. SMITH stated that he had been forced to
‘take a great deal of abuses from the bureaucrats in Washington and that there was
nothing he could do but continue to take such abuses until the war was won, because
the winning of the war was a thing that all pemsons should be primarily interested
in, However, he stated that after the war was won, the bureaucrats would hear from
b, .



Pgh. Field Division jf?“lﬁéff?°f”ff'?‘”L‘”“_ r LA s e T

PR S He crltlclzed the lend lease program and our present
flnancial relations thhﬁEngl&nd stating that England'was not keeping any
account of the amount of meney - .she was Dorromg from the United atanes, and
certain of our representatives in this country had.cone so far as to sugpgest that
no account should ever be made of our advances to England during the present war,

- He dwealt at length upon the subject of world sovernment
after the war, stating that if such a plan were attempted we would owe allegiance
not to the United States but some government of nations and that the United States
would have no rore voice in its own government than a state has in the government
of the United States at the present tlme. ; :

. = T S

LR R SJITH criticized the mation's’ ratlonlnp program and
assaziled Senate Bill #666 on man power conscription, again terming it the "Gestapo
Bill", claiming that it was an effort to regiment the entire population and deprive

the pecple of their constitutional rights.

Si'ITH stated that President Roosevelt should get down to
the business of winning the war and forget about his political ambition for a
fourth term. He stated that if in the 1944 elections such men as Roosevelt and

T TN d s wrmenn Py SR -7, I "SR Ep ey I Y- I I R . R e
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First Party, the real Americans, would nominate a real candidate and save this -
country. He referred repeatedly to Father Coughlin and Huey long, praising-
Coughlin and stating that at some future time he wanted to tell this audience
the real story behind the murder of long. - . .
. E N

' On more than one occasion during his speech SMITH stated
that BURTON K, WHEELER and Senator NYE were the kind of men who should assume
leadership in this country instead of New Deal candidates, He asked for a show

~AF heonde famnm dha 1A arnan & e monetr swnsem e w2 TSl da bhmw P e gy

Wi diQlikdeg LAVl piLS G.LJ.\..-LU.HUB UU ECE llUH Hilly WEILIOoWIID "ULL.I-U. AdKE VO nave UULJgL'C:’Ban
CLARE HOFTUAN address one of the meetings of the Defenders of George Washington's
Prineciples, and when almost the entire audience signified a desire to have
HOFFIZAN speak, SMITH said that an effort would be made to have him attend one or
the meetlngs to be held in the near future."- r"__; aoEes

i

. P

”iﬁfu 7SI at this point mentioned the matter “of travellng
- expenses for himself and his wife and passed out envelopes so that the persons
" ‘present could make contributions to his expenses. These envelopes bore the heading

F o . kel A alan Bl mand mdad assman ey Ry =lad e - a1t + 1
uAmerica First Par t}' p &G 3180 had pr inted upon them a Pi8GEgS 10T & Buuscrlp"‘-vu

of a certain amount each month which SMITH asked the persons in the audience to
£ill out. - : .
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AT He also encouraged persons present to subscribe to his
magazlne, "The Cross and the Flag", exhibiting a copy, which he stated contained
 an enlightening article by himself with reference to the Detroit race riots.
. and recorrended that the back cover of the magazine containing Father CURRAN'S
sermon celebrating the 27th aniversary of CUZRAN'S ordination be framed. He next
read a review of the "Bible of the Anti-~Christ” which appeared on the inside
cover of the copy of "The Cross and the Flag" which he had in his hand.

The meeting was concluded with the recitation of the Lord's

yer by the audience at approal._vely 11:00 P. M.

It was noted that although the literature distributed
prior to the time of the meeting stated that the race riots would be discussed,
S!ITH made no mention of the matter other than to state that his magazmne, "The
Cross and the FlagP contains an article with reference to it. -

Copies of the various circulars distributed prior to the
meeting advertising the same and at the meeting are being retained in the files
of the Pittsburgh Field Division,

S W
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gehcral Bureran of Investigation

Hnited States Bepartmént of fustice
Detroit, Michigan
September 18, 1943

R !
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Sturke ...
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Mr. & inn Tamm.
Mr.

Misz Gandy ... .. ..

GERALD L. K. SMITH, with aliases
AMERICA FIRST PARTY

INTERNAL SECURITY - G

SEDITION

Fies .. .___._......

S WUV Y Y

Lg%
Dear Sir:
There is being eet forth herin the substance of informa-
tion obtained from whose identity is known to _13’) o
the Bureau. This om Informant during the period

from September 8, 1943 through September 17, 1943.

SMITH advised JERRY of the United Press that as director
of the America First Party he was leaving on a western tour in order to
glve speeches and hold conferences with the leaders; the speeches will
include a talk at Chicago, Illinois on September 8, 1943 to two hundred
I11inois leaders, two hundred and fifty leaders in Minneapolis, Minnesota
on September 10, 1943 after which he will proceed to Denver, Colorade
where HARVEY:SPRINGER will preside over a meeting of three thous which
SMITH will address. S I NIE

Informant stated that on September 11, 1943 SMITH, trom 7
Minneapolis, got in touch with DOMAN who advised SMITH that a letter had
‘came in from Senator NYE saying that he would not be able to make the
Detroit meeting. SMITH told DOMAN to stop the publicity but not to cancel
the meeting as they would get someone else, such as MRS. LUNDEEN or CLAIRE
HOFFMAN, SMITH also told DOMAN that NYE was having a lot of trouble in
North Dakota at this time and could not afford to leave.

On September 15, 1943, according to informant, DOMAN
told PAUL that there would be a meeting at the Crystal Room of the Book
Hotel, Friday night, September 17, 1943. He later told a

g?c.—-

dillac
ﬁphonem) that SMITH is going to file suit against all radi
[ ]

spevcs. QNN
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o
Letter to the Directer Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH, was
September 18, 1943 AMFRICA FIRST PARTY
INTERNAL SECURITY ~ G
SEDITION

compented that every "Hed" in this country should be lined up and shot.
She also added that she could not understand why such men as KAI KISER

and MICKEY ROONEY were not in the Army.
of Chicagb made inquiry to determine

' AH
where SMITH was preseniliy spea H advised that on that day,

September 14, 1943, he was addresa Ze group in Denver, Colorado,
however, he would return to Detroit, Michigan, on September 17, 1943.

Very truly you.rs »

ﬁ Jal’°
P L2 JOHN S. BUGAS, SAC
~1126

FNESI
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LIS W UNULANIILY Hendon

MEMOGANDUM FOR DAI[MBYf f . :.::::;:

Re: Gerald L. K@Smth. The Mr- Piper _ —
Committee of One Million; Mr. Quinn Tawm _
Internal Security - Sedition Tele. Room .
- Mr. Neass ___~
You will recall that both the President and the Miss Beshm

domnen e [pone —een bLinae_ mmmnmemd siaalos masf O TP . Uiaa Camdy
VLOITIeY vYeleral nave .].n recent weeks evidenced & convinuing miny wRULS ————mn

Ad L
HALL
interest in this case.

On March 25, 1943 the President addressed a memorandum to you
recuesting information concerning the subject's background and the nature
of any investigation conducted as to Smith. In reply to this, on March 31,
1943, Mr. McIntyre was furnished with & detailed memorandum concerning .
Smith's background and current activities. In a cover letter it was pointed
out to Kr. McIntyre that although Smith has been under careful investigation

for more than a year and all of his speeches and writings, as well as his

activities, have been covered during this period, the Department on considera-
tion of the evidence developed has stated that this individual's activities
to date do not appear to warrant prosecution under any Federal statute. Mr.
McIntyre was further informed that the case would continue to receive vigorous
investigative attention and that all information developed would be appropriately
furnished to the Department for an opinion as to possible prosecutive action.
+4,For your information a copy of the summary memorandum furnished Mr. YEcIntyre,
77 which is fully reflective of Smith's activities to March 31, 1943 and is
/ representative of actlvity engaged in by Smith since that date, is attached.

N : Subsequently, on May 28 last, the Attorney General addressed a

(( t“"{ _ memorandum to the Bureau stating that he had received &

LN the President on the previous da.y concern:.ng Smith and
o .

’ '\b who, you will reciu..l., is the subject oI snotiher very , .
3 Me se&!;on Evl estigation. The President was apparently interested in  : -~

X\ the status of these two investigations in the D t and particularly | -
requested information as to Pursuant to the Attorney
General's request, detailed m e h cases were immediately

forwarded to the Attorney General and, of course, he was advised that ¥r. Rowe's
office, which at the time was handling the Smith case, and the Criminal
‘Division, handling the case, had indicated that the activities cf

these subjects are not cient to 'llustify prosecution. (A separate memorandum
FORVICTORY! concernine the status of the

puy | today's date.)
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Memorendum for the Director -2 -

Later, on June 24 last, the Attorney General telephonically contected
¥Ur, E, A, Tamm, advising that the President had again communicested with him
requesting that these cases be given close attention, with the view of early
instituting sny prosecutive action possible under existent statutes. The
Attorney General stated he thought it would be helpful to arrange a conference
between the attorney in the Criminal Division handling these cases, and the
Bureau supervisor intimately acqusinted with the investigations. He indicated
he felt thet &s & result of such a conference the Criminal Pivision could
perhaps become more accurately acquainted with factual data end would be
in & better position to analyze the cases and perhaps to make further reqguests
of the Bureau for additional investigation.

Pursuvant to this request, the conference was held on June 26 last
between ¥r. James McInerney, Chief of the National Defense Unit of the
Criminal Division, and the Bureau supervisor handling these cases. With
reference to the Smith case, Mr, McInerney pointed out that the Criminal
Pivision was not conversant with all of the late developments, inasmuch as
until recently the case has been followed in the Uepartment by an ettorney
assigned to Mr. Rowe's office. He therefore reqguested detailed information
concerning investigation carried out during the last eight or nine months.

In view of the ramifications of the case, the discussion with reference to
factual data resclved itself around the three principsl phases of the investi-
getion: the sedition phase, the Federal Corrupt Practices Act angle, and

the phase involving a possible vioclation by Smith of the Kational Speed Regu-
lation.

Concerning the sedition phase, Mr. McInerney was informed in detail
of Smith's speech-making activities and his publication efforts in connection
with his magazine, "The Cross and the Flag." It was pointed out that Smith
has been primarily concerned with attributing "dictatorial trends" to the
Government and has frequently charged the Government with conspiring with
Great Britain and other countries in an effoert to set up a "super world state"
after the war. These have been his most frequent themes and have been repeated
numerous times durlng the course of Smith's many public 8peeches in connection
with his "America First Party™, the principal tenet of which is the Wguarding
of America against the dictatorial trends and Bureaucracy of the present
administration.” It was pointed out to Mr. McInerney that since the first of
the year all of Smith's public speeches have been covered and that the reports
on this investigation, as well as copies of &ll his publications, have been
sent to dr. Rowe. Mr. MeInerney stated that he would secure these reports
and carefully review them, and expressed the opinion that Smith appears to
be well advised as to how far he can go under the Sedition Statutes and has
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Memorandum for the Director -3 -

appzrently avoided making any actionable statements, elther oral or written.

In this connection it will be recalled that in all of his statements, both
written and oral, Smith has always been careful to profess loyalty to the

war effort and has even exhorted his followers to cooperate "in every way"

with the war effort. Mr. McInerney further observed that the Bureau's investi-
gation has been very adequate and quite exhasustive, pointing out that the

only logiczl way of proving a sedition case is by covering the subject's
stetements and writings.

¥ith regard to the Federal Corrupt Practices Act phase of the case,
you will recall that several months ago the Special War Policies Unit of the
Department requested that Spith's activities in connection with his candidacy
1last summer for United States Senator be investigated. The Special War
Policies Unit particularly requested that the statements filed by Smith,
showing his contributors, with the local Election Commission be secured and
that it be otherwise determined whether Smith hes complied with the provisions
of the Federal Corrupt Practices Act and the Michizan General Election Law
in connection with his campaign. All of this data has been secured and sent
to the Dep¢rtment, but in this regard Mr, McInerney stated that he was not

fomildior mida +hie anola AT tha Aanen in nh oo +|'11E “nvh‘l-nns\'la-n meddar e
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been under the purview of the Speclal War Policies Unit. When the Bureau
supervisor pointed out that in one of his statements Smith has refused to
identify the source of & $1,500 contribution as required by the Michisan General
Flection Law (which according to the Special War Policies Unit may have sig-
jificance under the Federzl Corrupt Practices Act), Mr. McInerney expressed
considerable interest and stated he would take up this phase of the investi-
gation with the Speclal War Policies Unit. He indicated that this phase of
the case would probably be handled by the Criminal Division in the future
and if it appears that Smith's omission amownts to a violation of the Federal
Corrupt Practices Act, the Bureau will propably be requested to conduct
further investigation concerning this phase of the case,

Concerming the possible violation of the National Speed Regulation
by Smith, it will be recalled that in October, 1942 Smith openly boasted
thet a short time previously he had wilfully and purposely violated the
35-mile-per-hour speed regulation by motoring from Pontiae to Detroit at
varying speeds approaching 60 miles~per-hour on certain occasions. Smith
made this boast while attacking = OPA regulatiorsas "bureaucratic and dicta-
torial" and stated that he had taken this action to show that "bureaucratic
regulations™ could not be imposed on American people. Pertinent information
concerning Smith's use of excessive speed, as well as hls public statements
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Memorandum for the Director ‘ . -4 -

in connection therewith, was at the time the information was developed
referred to the Crlmlnal Division, which advised that no Federal wiolation

had been incurred, inasmuch as at the time of Smith's trip no Federal statute
SHTOTEINE The s speed regulation was in effect. During the conference, Mr,
McInerney referred to this angle of the case by stating that although the
Criminal Pivision had recently reexamined it, the conclusion was again reached
that no action could be taken against Smith either for his speeding or for

his public statements in connection with the incident.

Mr. McInerney further pointed out that according to information
he has received the Treasury Department has recently completed its investi-
gation of Smith's financial activities. You will recall that this investigation
was reguested by the Attorney General and was conducted primzrily for the
purpose of determining whether Smith has made false income tax returns. Accord-
ing to informstion received, both by the Bureau and the Department, the
Treasury Department's inVestlﬂatlog_ha__failed to show an rregularltles.
However, cver, Wr. thE"“’Eﬁrétated that as socon as the TTeasqu\bepdrtment maKkes
its report available to the Department it is possible that the Bureau may be asked t
make some additional inquiries if it -appears that any of Smith's contributions
may have emanated from Axis-inspired or influenced individusls or organizations.
In this regard he commented that although the evidence developed to date does
not suggest that Smith has been under the guidance of foreign sources, and
it is not contemplated to proceed against him under the theory of the Registra-
tion Acts, it would be helpful on the question of intent in any sedition
prosecution to show a relationship between Smith's background and German
sponsorship or sympathetic forces.

It is of interest to note thet at the conclusion of the conference,

Mr. McInerney stated that he intended to write a2 memorandum for the Attorney
General concerning the Smith case, pointing out that although the Bureau has
devoted the case exhaustive attention, nothing has been developed to date on
which prosecutive action against Smith can be successfully predicated at this
time., He stated that in his memorandum he would inform the Attorney General
that the case will continue to receive close attention by the Criminal Division,
and in this connection he commented that as soon as he is able to adequately
review his file, further reguests will be made of the Bureau for additional
investigation. He was, of course, informed that the Bureau will be glad to
receive these requests and that they will be given immediate investigative
attention as soon as they are received in memorandum form. Yesterday a memo-
randum of this type was received from the {riminal Division, requesting

\ inquiries concerning a possible associate of Smith's in the New York area.
This request is being covered and, of course, the case will in the future
continue to receive the careful and continuous attention which has been devoted
to it during recent months,
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Memorandum for the Director -5

It is of interest to note that a certain segment of the public
press, particularly the newspapers P¥ and the Daily Worker, as well as other
specidl interests, have recently sought to convey the impression that Smith,
the Ku Klux Klan, and other sllegedly Fascist individuals and organizations,
fomented the recent race riot in Detroit. The Bureau's investigation of
Smith, as well as its technical surveillance, fails to show that there are
any grounds whatsoever for this allegation. On the contrary, Smith seems
to have been somewhat concerned about the race riot and through the service
of a highly confidentiel source it was learned that on June 25 last he
contacted Senator Reynolds in Washington, reguesting the latter to cause
Congressman Dies to investigate the riot. Smith indicated that he believed
the Communists in the Detroit area weré primarily responsible. In this
connection it was further learned from this same source that Smith intended
to come to Washington on July 1, 1943 for the purpose of conferring with
the Dies Committee and Senator Keynolds, apparently with reference to this
matter. This data was, of course, furnished to the Attorney General and the
Criminal Pivision, but no request has been received for further inquiry in
connection with Smith's interest in the race riot situztion,

_

Enclosure



GEHALD L. K, SMITH

F

PERSONAL HISTCRY AND BACKGROUND

Gerald Iyman Kenneth Smith, better known Gerald L. K. Smi -I-.h,

AT T L wma Ve gy e &.... N e AP ER T hAeS Vs

was born during February, 1898, at Pardeeville,'Wisconsin. He attended
Butler Seminary at Indlanapolis, Indiana, and later was graduated from

Valparaiso University (Indiana) where he pursued a course in theology.

Smith's antecedents and early life were in no way unusual and are of no
particular interest.

After leaving college, Smith took up active duty as a minister
and successively held pastorates at Footville, Wisconsin, at the Seventh
Street Christian Church of Indisnapelis and at the Kingts Highway Church of

Shreveport, lLoulsiana.

Prior to assuming his ministerial duties at Shreveport, Smith's
activities were rather conservative and of a type characteristically befitting
one in the ministerial profession. However, while in Louisiana, he became
interested in the late Huey Long's "Share the Wealth" movement and eventually
extended this interest to the point of actively and openly participating in
politics as an adherent of Long. Attendant publicity evoked the displeasure
of the Elders of his church; eventnally resulting in Smitht!s dismissal during
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193k, Following Long's death, Smith attempted 10 identify himself with the
remnants of the Long machine but being unsuccessful in this left Louisiana

in 1937 and came to New York where he attempted to organize an association

called "The Committee of One Million." This effort was unfruitful. During
the following year he moved to Detroit where he has since been located.

At Detroit, Smith reorganized "The Committee of Cne Million®™ as an
organization "founded for the purpose of combatting the menace of Communism,®
During 1939, Smith shifted his policy, advocating the isolationist viewpoint,
and since the involvement of the United States 1n war he has busied himself
principally in directing criticism to the Govermment's war effort and what
he is pleased to characterize as the Government's efforts to enslave the

United States as an entity in an International State dominated by Great Britain.

More detailed comments are set forth subsequently as to Smith's
connection with Huey Long and his activities as the organizer of "The Committee

of One Million,*" but it is of significance to observe that it appears that the
turning point of Smith's 1ife dates from his association with Huey Long. Prior

to that time he was the usual type of minister concerned with problems incidental

- to his calling. However, it seems that his participastion in the ®Share the Wealth®
movement fired his ambition to the extent of self visualization of himself as a

dominant political figure. Being unsuccessful in associating himself with Long's

ALL INFORMATION CONTAIED
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successors, he has apparently continued his dream of political prominence

through his efforts in connection with his so-called "Committee of One Million.®
The fact that he still evaluates himself as an individual of at least potential
political significance, is attested to by the fact that he has sometimes described
himself in confidential conversations as being likely "Fresidential timber." In
an effort to further augment his political background and potentialities, Smith
sought nomination as Republican candidate for United States Senator from the

State of Michigan during the summer of 1942. This campaign was unsuccessful.,

- Smith's personal life appears to be normal, He is married, lives with
his wife, and has one son, about twenty years of age. His wife is said to be a
distant relative of a Mr. Sorensen, described as an official of the Ford Motor
Company. From time to time stories have been circulated attributing improprieties
to Smith in connection with his associations with women other than his wife., How-
ever, nothing factual is known to substantiate these stories.

ACTIVITIES PRIOR TO 1938

While serving as pastor at the King's Highway Church, Shreveport,
Louisiana, Smith became interested in Huey Long's "Share the Wealth" plan, He
eventually met Long and shortly thereafter there developed, according to Smith's
description, "a close and fast friendship" between the two. It is definitely
known that shortly thereafter, and lasting for a period of several years: Smith
assumed the position of one of Long's chief lleutenants. Although Smith is
prone to describe this relationship as a personal one, several persons who were
close to long at the time, state that Long had little personal regard for Smith
and apparently evaluated him as being untrustworthy and dishonest. These persons
state that Long was merely utilising Smith's services, and in this connection
it is known that Long, as well as others associated with him, regarded Smith as
a very dynamic and powerful putlic speaker. It appears that Smith was widely
used by the Long organization in the role of a public speaker for the "Share
the Wealth" movament. It is said that Smith, at one time, received as much as
$650 per week from the Long organigation as reimbursement for expenses and as

=="1 =

salary.

Information has been received that while associated with the Long
movement, Smith Joined William Dudley Pellsy's Silver Shirt organization. Nothing
in the way of documentary evidence is available to prove this membership, but in
recent years, Smith has, on several occasions, admitted membership in the Pelley
movement. He states, however, that he Joined Felley's organization merely for
the purpose of securing information in connection with his work in behalf of
Huey Long.

Although during Huey long's lifetime Smith was an outstanding personage
in the Long machine, he rapidly lost his position after the death of long. It
appears that his services were continued for a short period of time by Long's
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successors, but that he eventually was displaced_ due, allegedly, to his

untoward efforts to attain psrsonal power. By 1937, any influence which he

previously had was completely dissipated and it was during that year that
he left louisiana for New York.

On arriving at New York Smith attempted to organize a group kmown -
as "The Committee of One Million." According to the self announced purposes of
this organization its primary concern was that of combating the forces of
Communism. However, Smith's efforts in New York met with little success, and
reportedly he was disheartened to the extent of ceasing his activities and

removing to Detroit, Michigan, early in 1938.

Toward the and of his stay in Loulsiana, Smith's personal reputation
apparently suffered to some extent. On November 3, 1936, he was arrested by the
New Orleans Police Department on a charge of having disturbed the peace in the
using of obscene language in a public place. Reportedly, this arrest resulted
in his receiving a suspended sentence of $10,00 and ten days.

During 1936 and 1937, Smith was also involved as a plaintiff in
]

nr! t'f anﬂuh casasg, Th%se ¢cases were nnparen-l- y Gf m-l-\‘or

e, but the consensus of opinion appears to be that Smith's reputation
suffered ore than did the reputation of those whom he sought to sue.

- vea L *‘v\l-ﬁ

CURRENT ACTIVITIES

On arriving in Detroit in 1938, Smith almost immediately set out
to reorganize the defunct "Committee of One Million." In this connection he

W A B N Rk RS

distributed a considerable amount of literature designating the purposes of
"The Committee of One Milljion" as follows:

1. To rebuild the spirit of America.

2. To wipe out the last vestiges of Communism, Nazisa
and Fascism in all forms.

LWV
"

The redafinition of the American National
L. The installation of a new spirit in American youth,
dedicated to the maintenance of American institutions.

5. To issue a call to farmers and laborers to resist what
is now kmiowmn as an international plot to involvu them in
a world revolution.
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7. To sacure the maintenancs of a well defined standard
of American living.
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Other literature of "The Committee of One Million," sought particularly
to stresas the activities of this organization in combating Communist influences.

With the coming of the European war in 1939, Smith shifted the policy
of "The Committee of One Million" to that of promoting the cause of isolationism.
In various pieces of literature distributed during 1939, 1940 and 1941, he was
especially critical of the Govermment's policy of rendering assistance to the
allied Governments. ’

Since the involvement of the United States in the war, Smith has
again shifted his policy as well as that of "The Cormittes of One Million" to
the direction of eriticism against the Government's efforts in prosecuting
the war. He has not questionsd the necessity of winning the war, but on the
other hand, in various of his publications, as well as his public uiterances,
has been careful to ley stress on the necesaity of the people's alding and
aasisting in every way in defeating America's foes.

However, he has advanced contentions that the Government is using
the war as sn excuse for depriving the public of its jJust liberties, He has
. also freely volced criticism against what he has been disposed to characterize
il as the Government's efforts to reduce the United States to a mere entity in a
great international state dominated by Great Britain.

Smith carries on the work of "The Committee of One Million" through

radio broadcasts over Station WJR at Detroit, the distribution of literature,
and through the publication of a monthly magazline known as "The Cross and the
Flag." Although Smith claims that "The Commnittee of One Million" has a following
of three million persons, it appears that "The Committee of One killion" is really
not an organization as such, and is merely a name used by Smith. Smith, of course,
does have a rather large mailing list, and it seems that the persons who receive
his literature and make occasional financial donations to him are considered by
Smith as being members of the Committee. Available information indicates that

Rl Smith's claim of three million followers is grossly exaggerated.

Early in 1942, Smith sought to establish another organization known
as "The Inner Circle.® As suggested by its name, this group was described by
Snith as consisting of the more prominent and trustworthy members of “The
Committee of One killion.® He announced the foundation of this group through
the distribution of literature calling for the donatlon of additional fumds,
and it appears that its purposes were the same as those of ¥The Committee of
One Million.® According to information received, #*The Inner Circle*® is no more
of a real organigation than "The Committee of One Million" and was conceived
and used by Smith merely for the purpose of collscting additional money from
persons on his mailing list.

During the summer of 1942, Smith sought the Republican nomination for
the position of United States Senator from the State of Uichigan, He made a
number of speeches and conducted quite an active campaign and in the primary
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slection received approximately 120,000 votes. Although this was not sufficient
for nomination, political observers were of the opinion that Smith had made an
unusually good showing. Even after this defeat, Smith continued his candidacy
in the general election in November, 1942, when he projected himself as a write-
in candidate. He was badly defeated in the general election, his following being
less than that in the primary campaigm.

Late in 1942, Smith publicly announced the intention of forming a
third political party on a national scale. The proposed platform for this
Party, as announced, was similar to0 that advanced by Smith in connection with
his work as leader of "The Committee of One Million"™ and it is understood that
Smith hopes to gain support from members of the now defunct "America First
Committee.” In recent months, Smith has toured the Middle West and has mads
a number of speeches in varlous cities, outlining his plan for a third political
party. Hecently, he has indicated that it may not be necessary to form this
party if the Republican and Democratic Parties "present a real issue" for the
194)Y Presidential Election.

At various times within recent years it has been reported that certain
officials at the Ford Motor Company are interested in Smith and have collaborated
with him to the extent of fumishing him information used in some of his speeches
and his publication *The Cross and the Flag."

In connection with his various appearances as a public speaker Smith
has attained the reputation of being a very effective and forceful speaker.
Although he is soumewhat bombastic, and at times given too freely to overemphasis,
it does appear that he is an unusually good speaker and that he is effective in
influencing auvdiences. Some persons have deacribed him as among the foremost
public speakers of the day.

It is of interest to note that Smith's publication "The Cross and the
Flag" was named, along with a number of other publications, in indictments re-
turned in the District of Columbia on July 21, 1942, and January L, 1943,
charging twenty-eight and thirty-four defendants respectively with having en-
gaged in a conspiracy to violate the Sedition Statutes. These indiciments have
pertinence to the case popularly referred to as United States vs. Gerald B.
Winrod, et al. Although Smith's publication was mentioned in the indictment,

as being one of a number of publications throughout the couniry which has con=

tributed to undermining the loyalty and morale of the Armed Forces, neither
Smith nor the publication was named as a defendant.
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Re: GRBRALD L. X. SMITH, was, ot al;
INTEREAL SECURITY - O;
SBCURITY MATTER; SEDITION

Dear Bir: | o CJ-

Reforence is made to your letter of Septomber 3, 1943, referring to the re-
port subaitted in this case by £pecial Agent *at Detroit, Michigan, on the

aaxe date. ‘ L

In reply to your inquiry, you are advissd that the Bureau does not desire
that reference report, in its present form, e disssminuted to the werious field offices
which are desig Jted on ths first page as recelving copies or tho report. As noted in
your letter, ths repor

Lo

It appears that if the information in the report as now phressed, that is, 4n
the form of direot quotations of the correspondence concernsd, oams to the attention of
Emith, eithor directly or indirectly, thare would bs a good chance of the inforpant's
identity being revealed. Acocordingly, in view of this, ax well asm the particulsr nature
of thes oorrespondence set forth in the report, it is dssired that thhrepgrt be rewritten
in such & way as to parephrase the pertinent itens of correspondencey; Tha information
contained in the correspondence should, of courss, be included lu:thtz‘opb'rt, but it is
believed that through thse medium of paraphrasing, the chance of nmgn%ba identity
uof pod cmbmusing the informant would be matsrially lessened. ::fD w

Me E,‘f Toffn thorefors returning with this lotter three of the FAVE Foptsh of Agent
*'t‘rapore whioh were forwarded to the Bureau. The report shoild LS, réwpitten as
Minﬁ‘hiféd abovs, and thereafter, the desirnated oopies should be forwardedSo the Bureau

Mand’ \diddeninated to the other offices for which copies ars designated.

Mr. Ledd " 70
Mr. Nickels Jn gonnection with the submission of further reports, thess observations should
M in =ind, snd all items of correspondsnce submitted 'by
hould be paraphrased rather than quoted verbating
arson _ | ATIONS SECTION g y - 3’5
Mr. Harbe | lcommumc. o > RFM%“ ¢3 /f 3 iy
Mr. Hendow MAITLEY ‘! 7

. . ; Bumu oF INVEST!BA'HON
Mr. MI:G“II’._'_H__:“ * SEP 21 1943 P.M.

Mr. Mumiord
Mr. Piper .
Mr. Quiaon Tamun_

Mr. Nease__
Miss Gaudy Encl3sure
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DATE: September 14, 1943, e Starke oo
Mr. Quinc Tamm.___
To: Tederal Bureau of Investigation M. Nesae. oo
M.rs Gaxdy ... ___...
\ Fhes .. ______....
Tom C, Clark =
FRow: ¥emdaX¥xRaxgs, Assistant Attorney General, Criminal Division. /ﬁ
]
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SUBJECT: f'?ra.ld L. K, Smith Jjﬂt J} ‘
Some time ago the Attormey Gemeral forwarded to you a copy
of & statement one hunired and ten pages long, written by*

centering around the activities of the sudject.
It is desired that the original of such statement de returned

to the Criminal Division promptly at this time, inasmuch as its return

now has been requested by the source which made it avallable,
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To: Asalstant Attormey Oeneral Tox C, Clark S \ ‘1

From: J, Pigar Hoover - Director, Federal Puremu of nmmcm? \

Sub jeot: D Ly Ko 81Oy - : R \
ST COTITITE OF ONT MILLION;

e e

INTURNAL BECURITYj BEDITYCHy ~ = .. - \ \

P |

. !

) . Roferonce is rade to your menorandum of .';;ptanhcr 1 lﬁa, "t'emng /
to a “Soont of 110 pages written in connection with this mb oc! by w,

As you indicated in your menorandun, tho oripinal of ths *“vant,
as

shed the Durean with & merorandunm received from the Attoruy 0
under date of Octover 28, 19,2,

v

Pursuant to your request, I e returning the origingl of tue m.m
with this memorandum, The Dureau is retaining a copy of the statenent and .

will recall that the statement has already been mumrarized in rerorts subm
in connection with tho instant case, For Jour further ir.formatfon

o
advigoed that the various marginal notations apearing throughout the ©
statencnt were thare when the statement was rocedved by the Rurcau, \
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

_\L Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where

Sem Al nadad Aenlalio An)ndio
I.Ilu] cl U, EAIJlﬂ“I L.lllb QeieLion.
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THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT
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REFORT MADE AT

'l
DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY - ) UT’V

Inclanspolis, Indiana | 9-9-43 . g?’s;f?: 7:4/23) o

GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SMTTH, w.as.; - INTERNAL SECURITY (G)
THERCOMMITTEE OF ONE NILLION, SECURITY MATTER
— SEDITION

Reference:

Details:

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Funable to furnish informstion of ‘LD')C/
value. oubject was national speaker for Ku Klux

Klan about 1925-1930. Former Indians leaders of
Klan inform that subject appeared to have no un-
American tendencles in that period of time, but
advanced Klan theme that public offices in the
United States were dlsproportlonately controlled
by Jevis and Catholics, and sought to awaken voters
to this fact. No evidence found in Fort Wayne,

Indiana, indicating that meeting planned by subject

o7 e T, 1943, o ectustiy UALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

T HEREW i UNCLASSIFIED

navrre - AV P P

Bureau file 62-43818. _BIM‘
Report of Special Agemw L7
Orleans, Louisiana, March 16, 1943;

Letter from New Orleans office dated April 20, 1943. -
AT RICHMOND, INDIANA '

a™
on May 5, 1943: 45~ ¢
, Colonial Building, informed that -
v acquainted with the subject, but 4

that in 1924 or 1925 he knew ect had been connected JD?
with the Ku Klux KXlan, stated he was employed
of the mombers of the LOH

1 - ' by the Klan to investig&le some
N FORWARDED: %j. m“ B0 R DO NOT WRITE '"T"MRD%%%‘..
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| organiution in ordor t.o elear out. t.he undesirablo elementa. _4

- sbated thet in hj.a opinion Sl[ITH was & "rabblerouser," and
that he ways making inflammatory speeches. He stated that SMITH {n
1924 or 1925 had been connected with the Lecture Bureau of the Ku Klux
Klan and went around the coutry making speeches recruiting members for
the Klan. He further stated that in his opinion he believed SMITH to be
a psychopathic case, because of the fact that he acquired strange ldeas and
evidently believed in them sincarely.

also informed that Indianapolis, was & man who
would know more about past activities o and would pouibl,y know
mors daﬁnite],y exactly Ihat SIITH'n dutiea were, -

Ylor

R stated he hed been ea- 5i%
ployed a or ve ate certain members of the

Klan who had become so radical in thelr activities that they were detrimen- |

tal to the KKK movement. He sald that in 1924 or 1925 QUITH was a spesaker

and organizer for the Klan and at that time he was assigned to a territory |

in Wisconsin, He said that the Klan had a group of from fifty to sixty ‘

speskers who covered the ommt.ry organizing and recruiting members.

stated that after S!lI’fH'a connection with the llm ceased,

AT INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA

. ' : \b?(_/
o The following investigation was conducted by Special Agent [

S or ornstion concerning ect, stated that he was totally L7C

unable to give any pertinent information regarding subject's background, ac- 7
tivities, statements or tendencies. He had heard of the subject & recent b
activities but had no personal acquaintance with him or other information
pertinent to this investigation.

The following investigation was conducted Ly the writers:

Y . :-:: County Courthause,

b7 c Lk




period of about 1925 to 1930 subject was known to
spezker for the Klan, who traveled ow states in the Midwest and
addressed meetings of Klan members. “ stated in this capecity sub-
Ject did not conduct any membership solicitation campaigns, but spoke in an
inspirational capacity only., Membership solicitation was handled by state

speakers who were separate and distinct from the national spezkers,

' During this period and in the early 1930's “ knew sub-
Ject as an ordained minister, He regarded subject es entirely eincere, end
stated that at that time subject hed no tendencies whatever which would in-
dicate lsloyalty to the United Stetes. In his addresses to Klan personnel,
subject advanced the current Klan theme that public offices in the United
States were occupied to a disproportionate extent by Catholics and Jews. In
other words, in proportion to the number of Catholics and Jews in the entire
population of the United States, the number of such individuals holding pub-
lic office wes too large, end this condition resulted in influences which
were not considered by the Klan to be in the best interests of the United
States in the long run. Subjéct! ose in pointing out this fact to Klan
audiences was understood byﬁ\o be to awaken the voters of the Un-’
ited States to this condition, they would exercise their franchise
at the po such menner that the condition would be corrected. According
toﬂeubject st no time advocated the overthrow of mm
or ence or persecution with regard to any group or race. re-
garded subject's speeches &s entire],ykconswtent with Christisd concepts.

Ptated that subsequent to his acquairrba.nce with sub-
ject, the Tatter became involved with HUEY LONG, late Senstor from Louisiana,
and visualized himself as a person who was destined to save the world., At
gbout this same time he became very active in d was inclined to
commercialize his teachings and connectlon Wis uniable to furnish
ary information regarding subject's activities or Tendencies after zbout
1922, Be stated that so far as he knows, subject 5 charact.er and reputation

- 1n Indiana were ganeral]s regarded &8 good. BT ,_t,h_» « i

remembers
er for the Klan on & two occasions
in Indians., On these occasions he advenced approximately the same theme as

oo
ST e -3. . ”I/‘bflvtb



100-4754
Indpls,

previously describedm and appeared toq to be
l_!r_s_m_plg!_‘.ely aincara. - e - PRGN Y Py y o

v B
ere. is unabls to give any information which would

!
indicate that sub} endencies which were intmical to the best in- '
terests of the United States. He suggested that CONCArne /

;’

ing the subject ht be procured from

was interviewed at his home on August 28, 1943, and stated
he knew a!!ec! only as & minister who has engaged in giving inspirational b’7
addresses for the Klan. He was unsble to give any information regarding sub- £/C
Ject which has not already been set forth, and reflected that he had only a 7
slight personal acquaintance with subject,

i

ed at the s fleld office on August 31, 1943, ormed |
al he was an official of the KKK in the Greenfield area during the period |
in whicl “subject is said to have been a national speazker. FEe also was un- !
able to give any further information regarding subject's activities or ten- j
dencies, and informed that he remembered seeing subject on only one occaslon,
and that was at a time when subject delivered an address to a Klan meeting,

'bu_ could not even remember the topic of the speesch. -

-
L . D A - -

AT PORT WAYNE, INDIANA . . b7

' The foiﬁng investigation was performed by Special Agent-
B
was negative, _

Investigation failed to indicate that any meetirg wa

sct his behalf, at Fort Wayne on June 1, 1943. %
of the Journal Gazette, a local newspaper, inform

t
e 1, 1943, in his "future book"™ indicsting that a meet b
was to be held by or on behalf of subject SMITH on that date. [2e1”
however, informed he did not mne the mee‘i;itg was held. oI~

tion was sscured from of the News Sentinel, a local newspaper;
however, mmeting was held by subject SMITH at the
Shrine & Fort Wayne the year previcusly. ,
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S of the Shrine Auditorium, 411 West Berry

' Stmt info had ¢alled hia on the telephone from
Detroit some time prior to June 1, 1943, and had s use of the
Auditorium, It was decided, however, acco that the .
Auditoriun was too large as subject SMITH had tol shed merely to
hold a compittee meeting where there would be present relatively few in- -

said he had suggested to SMITH that he ait

s and had given SMITH the name a%
of the Anthony Hotel as the one to econtact.

of the Ksenan Hotel in Fort
of the ony Hotel, stated he had besn tele-
Ject SMITH, as he recalled, in the latter part

SOTH hed called froa bet.roj.t and had asked to engage the
stated he had told Mr. SMITH he would call him back, snd
upon de LY BOT Lo rent the hall, called soms woman in the office of sub=
Ject SLYH in Detroit and told her that a meeting was to be held 4in the hall
by & local group during the particular time it was desired by subject SMITH,

and he would not be able to rent the hall, stated it was hie be-
lief thet no meeting was held by subject . e

of the Civic Theater st Fort Wayne, and
d that they had received no reguest from sub-
ec or froz enyone acting on his behalf, for the rental of the Civie

Theater Hall. They could furmish mo information in this respect.

not heard that any meeting was held
subject or on _

It is not believed that further investigation would be advisable at
this time inasmmich as inquiry fails to indicete that any meeting was held,
but 1f the Detroit office has information that such meeting was held in
Fort Wayne, appropriate investigation will be conducted, . ;

REZRREDUPONOOIPIETIONTOIHEOFFIGEOPORIGII
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S O co-zr co-cied Aot
ase d the Indianspolis office. The case was originally assigned to
Agent, t upon hie death nothing was found among his be-

longings and papers which wo any meeting was held by subject.

It was not possible to ascertain who was contacted in this connection by
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Mr. Treacy ......-coe..
Mr. Acars ...........

ML INFORMATION CONTAINED oo
HERE:: 1S GNDLASSIFIED - —
DATE /ot fre BYstagpmpie | Sumamoms-

LS Miss Gandy...... ...

FBI DETROIT 9-20-43 3-55 PM EVT sMy w .
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ADEPT o |

" GERALD L, .ﬂ_k.@smru, WAS, INTERNAL SECURITY G, SEDITION, ADVISE

“p2c wHeTHER coPIEs oF REPORT oFYN vATED SEPTEMBER THIRD FORTM

! THREE AT DETROIT SHOULD BE FURNISHED OTHER OFFICES AS nssxsunrsn.
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RS « -  FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTLe. . .iN -
€ UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE —
JPlia sl ——— DEFERRCD
To: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. SEPTIRCR 21, 1913

Transmt the f‘ollow1ng measaga to :SALC

OERALD L. X. RUITH, WAS, SEDITION, REURTEL SEPTEMBER YWENTY LAST. DO HOT
DISTRIBUTE REFORT IE PRESENT FORRY, IETTER WITH INSTTUCTIONS FOLLOWS.

s | e T HoOVER
CW | |

ALL INFORMTIDY 257 rp
i HEREI 18 GNCLASE1ED

; DATE o/ )5 BY PeBoinis

Mr. Tolson *

'*"-7'-‘_"','.". Mr. E. A. Tamm_
Mr. Clegg
Mr. Coffey
Mr. Glavin________
Mr. Ladd
Mr. Nishols_______ - ///f\\
Mr. Roazen : ,—\
Mr. Traey : ﬁb
Mr. Acers . . Ce -
Mr. Carssn — 1 OERAL BUNEA: DF iRYED ./ ) 4
Mr. Harbo____ ___ . & DEFITHENT ©F JUsit ‘ '
Mr. Hendoz el iR OATIONE See il JE0
Mr, Mumferd Lo AR DESTY‘O J
Mr. Starke o '.‘..-"_(Z.’f 14 - co?\ﬁs 3\*& f)
. - N 3 Y ;
Mr. Quiam Temm__ ; . ) soﬁ‘ L
Mr. Neaszs Ty ;"TVPF a ‘f N
Miss Gandy P o -
-2 4 -
T sENT VIA41 QFP 971943 /AS - per_ &= - ) )
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.. F-D¥RLL BLREAU OF INVeST. . }
CUNITHED STATS DRBRRATLAT G \aukCE
1300 Biscayme building -
Kiami, florida
b’ July 5, 1343
100-0
Drector, FEI
In the course of an 1nve=stlgat10n conducted by the Miani Field
Division, was interviewsd at wruch t_Ln:e
he displa edentials of the

that he was a Sae(.‘.la.l.. Hvestlifa tor lor suen Organizations
T ezl s mbas

W.LCIJuuuc uu.uuc;_ Sir 1
a strative chairman. l
s

Hst&ted that he had been employed as a paid investi=- ols
gator For the past -ive years, and that he was presently engaged in inves- v

tipating subversn.ce Fuascist organizations throughout the United “tates. /

He advised he has on many ocecasions furnished information to the lew York
Field Division, and that his oifice, which is maintained in Rew York, had
furrished ccnsiderable ‘nforration to the ew York ¢ielid ~ivision of the

“uradile : . . 1

At the time of interview f.rnished the writer wii. a
mimeographed pemphlet, written in itdllan, wuich he advised is busing dis-
tributed by GRRALD L. L. SUITH, addressed to the italian peopjie, crit cizing’
the New Deal, and which pointed out that GHRALD L, K. SIIT Was a greal
friend of the italian people, organizer ol the anerica rirst Cormittee,
and editor ol the magzzine "The Cross and the Flag". This nineographed
parphlet is being forwarded to t‘ni “yreaun for their informatio:, said
namphlet bavlng been obtained b from his Wew York Q.rice aud which
he was using as the basis for anm:lga.tion.

Mwas advised of the Buresu's jurisdiction in investiga-
tion partalning INAmerican organization, however, i view of the apparent
nation wide scope of instant matter, it is being called to the atyvention of

the Bureau for such action as is deemed aparop iate.
e el

Very truly yours, o ; /’;

‘"‘“’s“”m mcmmmu SN o™ Mot
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TRALSLATION FROK THT ITALIAN
ITALIANSY

= In this howr whan the whole world, thrown into a turmoll becsuse

i of all ths orugl and violent pasaions which the husin rase employs Lo sallal

its oraving for powar and conquast, it is indead consoling to ses that

anang 80 mush degradation there is still soms good 0 be foundj this good-

neva and sincere sttachment for what is right, is found in men, who placing

the well-beins of sll humanity bafors their own personal interests, risk

their lives and liberiy in propagzandising and expoaing Lo the publie

thosa individusls who cause wars for purely econoalc and social reasons.

I could hore list many nasss which would appear insignificant
%o you bul would acquirs gigsntic fmportance 1f beside essh name I could

1ist the battles which each has sustained to deflend the rights to ur.
and peace which are desired hy the majority of tihe pooph.

These nen, whogse sxperience, eaontracted thmu@ thair sany
:ura spent with the peopls and for the people gives thex a greater ,
opportunity of knowing their needs, Inow Lhat the war wes not a pablis
desire, but asolsly the machination of a few intaresied psrtiss,

i the rignt to "defend tria Christianity l{rox those who like Jucas sold and
xillad for pgold.

\] . we, Ttallans who are Christlan by l;irt.h ahovae all othsra have

:i In a few days you will be given the epportunity of hearing ons
£ ]/ of these chasplona of the peopls, who although not our coapstriot, has
;. 2= aleays shomn a desp affection for us, and froa his words you will draw
b £O on exact picturs of the oltuatiau we Are now t.rauraing whilc lu'rorin‘
c/'.; 'l& nonuqmeu. 2 : ‘ .

i R ‘

2N fhis nstion which &s our host md wbieh should ba guidod tv

=5 ‘\;.L- governtzant with dencorstic principles, sseas to be guided, instesd by
L X & grow of Jews whose prineiple is bul ons: perxuai soonsaic interests,

) The nams of this great friend of the Ytalisns, I anm sure is
Ldnot new to yom, O5ZALD L. K. SUITH, orguniser of tm%\ ZRICA FIIST
A .1""‘ and od!.tor of tho mculm “TH\LROSS AND THI FLAG".
— -
rm this zan, who toda: annlcnl.u fear 3.nto s large munber
of politicians of the so-called KZ; DZAL, we Itallans have much ¢o learn
and in that way will know how Lo com'nct curselves in the coaing slections.

{3 vi.ll be our duty to kesp you inforwmed of the date on which

G7RALD L. Ke SUITH will visit :unr neighborhood to bring you an account
of hiz experisnces.

“Enroll today in the ANSRICA FIRST PARTY, and in that war you
will have ths oprortunity of not enly fighiing the ¥Iv CEAL, bt of maine.

taining the lofly ldllll ef Cﬂ.usghdé JITY BY ®HIZH #E LN\ % DISTIWGUISHRS,
an

On reverse side ot photostat, $n” oirs 2's ‘are tha words *ITALIANS Aual3uY,

Bl *l% 3l
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trensnitied herowith Moa*aphlo cories of & loallet written

in the Italisn language hosded, - talland r*, and on the reverse side boaring
inscr ption, Yitalisd Sveri{itevi.s For your mum Mmum, oo; e

s tra-slntioh of this leaflet are aloo sttached,

The originmal of this leaflct was furnichod the Turcan an Julys.
1543, by the Yimxd Tiold Divig!on which adv‘ndthnt it had beaon pocured frm
e who lared crodentlial n i{nvest! gator for

micated that he weas invest!
dinwibutad ty ﬂerald Le Ke Mth.

= oS
. S RS < ::- g
that thn source of tils Momnufn was = =

and, accardirgly, it is dorired thal the Lew e
4 ttmt. erganisation for eny Lifomation in its - N
mmsdmmmwmmtmummmmmmmbww;,_.-
Seith or other persons in his behmlf, mmwmumo:mmrm r'g_*_ﬂ__

office it is pointed out tiat at the time c estioned he was Delng
mrv*owadinommctimwitbnnimastL dmmﬁﬁﬂwuwim
07 f<oe enbodring an allegation that he had ;ﬁvm sxpression O statenents
derogatory of the WACe Yhe Bew York uininymimduwmtmmi
mmﬁ,m atﬁlll. .

3 Tolmon af‘g £

{ Clogs_ m:chss“'“muuum{&emmwdm-mummm.
St MMM loaflot waa prepaved or a typerriter equipped with tipe
(asd T o -~ which conforrs with the laboretoryts starvisrds of Le Co mith Tite tyye,
fhosen b~ Vel MM‘W lntrtuﬂ %o the inch. A QFTwrison was mede with naterial of,
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FormNo.1 -

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT DETROIT \ FILE NO. 100-19053

-

| reroRT MaDE AT | DATE wiHiky mMaDE ﬁ:onr&:! REFORT MADE BY LT
wrwose | e | Va5 G W
Tm.E Py CHARACTER OF CASK - :
GERALD LYMANN KENNETH SMICH, W\es. The Committes
of One Million SECURITY MATTER - G.f
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: presently
Sou acific,
4 - v ] -RIJG—, .
](t/ .+ - .
\‘5};}‘) -
REFERZNCE: Report of Special AgenF
dated 8/20/L3 at Detroit, Michigan.

DETAILS: ' AT PITTSBURG, CALIFORNIA. - -

25th Air Base Ba on,

9
s a

g-} for only a few days enroute
&= - to overseas duty.
L el e &,,;5
~“~ I Sttt
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Form No. 1
THIs CASE ORIGINATED AT DETROIT, MICHIGAN o  reNo. 14-T7  ECC
REFORT MADIE AT o DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADK BY : .'::. . .
| svrraro, New vork 9+15=-43 8/14,15,16, — b7
’ 17, 13/13 - :
TRe | e . CHARACTER OF CASE o
' : T K@S‘ as ’ . C IVTERNAL SECURITY -
GE! E&:w L. ¥. SUITH, w S SECURITY MATTER
THE COMMITTEE OF ONE MILILION SEDTTION
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: S‘nh'inrv‘l' orici __r:a'l'lv schadnled to speg_k in Rgf‘f‘al N Iei
on 8-—16-43 under & sponsorship of JOSEPH HMOFFEL,

. EconomicsLeague of Buffalo. Subject refused use of halls

. by owners in Buffalo., Held secret and closed meeting
8-16-43, Iroquois Room, Hotel Statler. Approximately
210 attended, Committee formed to demand use of public
hall for mesting in future, at which Congressman CLAKE_

_~HOFFIAN to speake Date of future meeting not known,

‘Subject gave anti-Jewish, anti-Communist, anti~United
Nationsz speech. : MI Fl!‘"ﬁ"%”"iﬂ%l P‘\MTHII[‘I‘

1 3
).IE .\.ﬂil ‘éi.

HEQ“ e -':- ot RAGIT
_RUC ln—l. T uhu“ ..4.\.“ R

v7e  DATE__sfche BYseusulhC

REFERENCE: . ‘Report of Special Lgent— dated 6-16-43 at
- Buffalo, New York. ‘ . -

Letter from Detroit to Buffalo dated 8-11-43. e
DETATLS :

ino to circulars obtained rmﬁ_
subject was scheduled to speak on August 16, 0
at the Knights of Columbus Hall, 2

Delaware Averm g, L

Ay SR Wil i LR Nk e e e Vof e TR T ¥ wlavaw

under the ausp:.ces of the()\manca First. Party in coopera-

tion with the Economics League of Buffalo, JOSEPH H. STOFFEL,

Pregident, It was also indicated that Father CURRAN'S

tribute to Father CHARLES GOU&IL;N would be read, It wasﬂ
/ also announced that Captain EA_WSOJTM of Chicago,

E pould of the speakers. f"-t"“r“'\r« ™ h;j,,-_\. ‘___&"Q
APPROVED AND vg:@m Ermc £ﬂ' . DO NOT wRITE mrumw(cn |
FORWARDED: Fl IN CHARSE - o ri 5 i
/ 7o 94 DS ph 4(/!—. DR
/¥ 1 o~ 11 S X141 ) 7 REC
wluwm%Tm “ ]i b.\ 3 ] '.,r; \-.7_ N P mDEXEll
5 j= Pureau , ~CIR 7 B ‘*»\ _
3 - Detroit (62-1126) '})J‘ ' """‘v\k\' ﬁ i
3 - Buffs sy %

2 A S\ L
s-‘p\\‘\

22

B\ L P\ & D
(& : <
T ;

COPIES DEsT
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e According to m the officeré of the
Knights of Columbus, upon hearing tha TH was to ba present., cancalled
r -—..1: S : . -

211 arrancemankts Pn‘r the dze of tha

i - s ey A e W LI A =Y
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JOSEPH H. STOFFEI. was the ind.ividual charged locally
with making arrangements for the meeting hall, and that in making the sarrange-
ments, he did not disciose to the owners that the subject was to be one of
the speakers. STOFFEL rented several other
halls for the mee owners, upon hearing that SMITH

was to make a speech, would cancel the arrangements.

that a closed meeting was to be !e! 1| n|||!e !olcuo!s !oom in the Hotel

Statler the same evening, and that only people who were known as SHITH fol-
lowers and members of the Economics Learue were 10 be invited and admitted
to the meeting. _

—Pha+ apparently the telephcne facilities were used

extend tfe :mI E!aﬂons to the mee‘bing. L -

q all ind:.viduals mvited were mstruct-ed not to make
inquiry at the hotel for directions to the Iroquois Room, and were further
instructed that individuals would be stationed in the lobby of the hotel
and upon recognition, would conduct the individuals t¢ the room.

$the primary putpose of the meetlng was to ar-
range a commitiee o snonsor and demand the ugse of a publie hall in Ruf 4‘

e T YL FYYatly dicd add oull

preferably the Kleinhans Music Hall. A secret committee was formed, headed
by STOFFEL, who were charged with the duty of making the arrangements for e

future ‘neeting at. which Congressman CLA.RE HOFFYAN would be the princ:.ple -7
speaker.
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- he éubject was l'smar't:ihg with mad.beasu bécansé--
the property owners falo had refused the use of their halls, and he
spent considerable time expressing his opinion that t. ¢ Communists and

¥,

the people attempting to persecute him were respons A tha meanasder
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SUITH seemed to have toned down his remarks consider-
ably, but managed to make a few comments 'Il'hlch were anti- OCSEVELT anti-Jewigh,
and anti-Communist. o

estirated that the meeting was attended by approxmtely 200 per--

sted from 8130 P. N, to 11 P. M.
_ * after arrangements had .been made for the committee

to arrange for ure meeting, the subject gave a short speech in which

he opened by inquiring if therc were any newspsper men present, and if so,

they were instrmcted to leave, and announced that the matter was of the

"cormittee® and invited guests, and that no "stooges® were wanted, that while

nothing would be done of which they would be ashamed, they were not going

tc take a chance of receiving the unfaverable publicity which they had pre-

vicusly received in Buffalo.

gons an

, SLITH stated that the Comrunists had & scheme for suppressing him
by ca__hng up owners of halls which had been rented, representing themselves .
to be prominent clermen or prominent officials and demandirg that the
rental of the hall be cancelled. subject then proceeded to
"build himself up® by declaring h ut Christian and a loyal American,
presenting two or three memoranda to the Chairman to be read. Gne memorandum
was a list of prominent people who would vouch for his loyalty and charac-
ter and included the names of HENRL#ORD, Senator VANDENBURG, and the name
of an FEI official in Detroit, whose name the informant could not recall,
One of the other memoranda contained a 1ist of organizations before which
S¥ITH had previously spoken.’ _

~ : SMITH then stated that the publicity he had previously received

in Buffalo had been fair with the exception of an editorial in the Buffalo

.. Courier Express by TOM BROWN, charging that he had trampled on the American-
flag at a previous meeting in Buffalo. SMITH said he was crusading to save

troy cur institutions, He said that individuals representing these groups
were seeking to destroy Americanism and substitute internationalism, in
which, our country would be ruled over by Chinamen, Brit.ish, and Russianse

Ethat SMITH, during this speech, made numerous sneering
remarks COncerning the Allies of the United States, but at nc time did he
make any unfavorable remark about the Nazis a the Japanese or their leaders,

SKITH declared that he was organizing the America First Party as
& Mspare tire party" in case the Democrats nominate ROQGSEVELT and the Re-
pvblicans nominate WILKIE, both of whom he characterizaed as internatjonalists.
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America from Jews, Communists, New-Dealers, and others, conspiring to des- = .



SMITH stated that his idea of a victory was to send ROOSLVELT “to Hyde Park _

and make him stay there; WILKIE to Mcscow, and make him stay there; and ‘
Vice-President WALLACE to be a milk man in China, SMITH then named several
individuals who would be acceptable to his Party. Among these were Senators
WHEELER and VANDENBURG. L ' '

SIITH read excerpts from an artiéle'dea.ling with race riots in
Detroit, in which it was supposed to state that they had been caused by the
Communists who had appointed white girls to date out negro men and atir

them up, In this connection, SVMITH also attacked "The S5tage Door Cantean®
of New York, where, he sald, white girls were fgrced to date out negroes.

SYITH then made numerous criticisms of the government and the
Bureaucrats who were denying to Americans the four freedoms, while claiming
to fight for their establishment throughout the world, He said that
ROCSEVELT'S povernmrent had no faith in the patriotism of the people eas the

New Zealand, South Africa, there was no conscnption. (

SMITH charged that there were going to be 40,000,000 Or more un=-
‘emcloyed after the present war, and that the international conspirators
were preparing to take advantage of the contemplated unrest and chaos which
would result in an overthrow of the American system, SMITH said that he -
told his son, when the latter was called into the Armed Forces, that the
only thing he was fighting for was ™0ld Glory®, and that he was not called
to fight to make ROOSEVELT Pres:n.dent for the fourt.h term and thus establigh-
ing a New Deal dictatorship.

J—’ — SMITH spoke extemporaneously, and the speech was
calculsted to stir up disunity, create suspicion of our government, and

(79 arouse fears conceriaing the alms of the men who at present diract our policy,
JO a.nd engender ill will tmrd our Allies.
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Neither of the 1nrorma.nts wore able to recall any statements made

by subject which might be considered seditious.
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- REFERRED UPON CGJPIETICIJ TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGDI -

American govermment had to resort to conseription while in Canada, Australia, .
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' ”extimated 't.hat approximately 200 peOpla ‘atte'nda'd“,‘ mois-tlof whom -
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CONFIDENTIAL INFORKANTS MENTIONED ~
IN FOREGOING REPORT OF SPECIAL AGENT =
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The identity of as not disclosed at
his reguest, an e identities o
were not disclosed becauss o ]
ity existing of continuing their
services in future matters,
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This case originated at DnLROIT MICEIGAR FY File Fo, 100-19707
Report made at _ Datgawgen zegiggagééaég Heport made by )J7¢,/
55|
‘ FEW YORK, NEW YORK 9/14/43 8/4‘5,7,9,11, t
'Title i L[5 Character af case
GERALD LYMAN KENNETH sm'ﬂn with sliages =~ - | SSCURITY MATTER - @
THE COMMITTEE OF ONE MILTIOH ! SEDITION
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:
- .';‘t

SMITH'g guit agains
of L. for 1libe arged that the picture

entitled "The Lunatic Fringe® depicted him as

a Pasciet, exponent of Nazism, an anti-Semite,

i and as being un-Anericen. 4ction was discon-

' ticued when d efendant was upheld in his motion %o

vacate the plaintiff's notice of the examination

of certain defendants before

ALL NFORMATION CONTAIED
. ' o : — P —Him.m N Umlrfm

) y
. DATE_~344 /22 BYstararod—
REFEREICE; Bureau file 62-43818 .

Burcau letters datod June 16, 1943 and July 5, 1943

Report of Soectal hgont I cotoc ¥er 3. b7

1943, at New York, K. T.

DETAILS:

of "ng'e Who':

The foLlow1ng information wasg obtained from the 19?3 w?a;;;:

Fpproved and Specia% Acont

orwar hargo DO FOT WRITE IN THESE SraCES,
d - ; ] r o ’ RE
C&wy (¢ Lo~/ C /2 s L CORDE
~ Copics of taie repor o B § IN
75 Buroau i | DEXBD
3 Detroit (1 US4, Dotroit) ST T :
2 Waghington Ficld o

LA 38 SEP 181943
Ko ' s
EATF‘ tofayfs7 “ect 1' 1“/ PITROYED
34 SEP 3 U191[3 RIS /esecﬁsm
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. &t the County Clerk's office, ¥Yow York,County, the writer roviewed file
¥o. 1114 {1938) entitloed, "GERALD L. X, SHITH ve, CH OF TIME, INC.; TIME, INGC,;
ET 4L." Thie file reflccts that & omplaint a2nd summons was filed on "March 17,
1939, The complaint, which is 40 pages in length, &lleges that in tho MaRGH oF
TIME picture entitled, "The Lunatic Fringe®™, tho plaintiff was depicted as a
Fascist and exponent of Nazism, designated as &n Agerican Eitler, as an anti-
Semite and Jew-baiter, as a demagogue and rsbble rouser, as unpatr10t1c and un-
dmerican, ag 8 perxon associated with FoTAER DIVINE, HITLER, and MUSSOLINI, aend
made to appear insane, crazy, B crackpot, and a lunatie Ho declared all thesc

things were faleo, fraadulent and decoitful and, e 2 oonsequence ne was made
thp object of ahame ridicule hatred and scorn,

-l o - S strala
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The complaint also alleges thet thie picture caused the plaintiff to
lose opportunities to speak upon the radio and public platform, caused shame,
ombarrassment, and annoyance by constant requests of leadcers of theo German Bund
Aand various Hitler organizetions and sponsors of Hitlerism and Jew-baiting that
the plaintiff eupport their platforms. It also allegoes that the picture ceused
the plaintiff to be designated as the organizer of the Fascist Party in 4&merica a
impaired nim in hie profession, and occupation, reputation, fame, apd credit to
the extent of $5,000,000,

The defendont filed &an answer denying most of the allegations in the
complaint. The nlaintiff thereaftcr served & notice of his intention to ezemine
certain defendants before trial,sgt the defendant was upheld in his motlon to

with ¢ delensc of the above-mentioned casec, contains no addition information .’;‘.TL"J
other than that smppearing in the official record,
In accordance with r ca lot -

made to locrte and interview
It was ascertained through

Efforts to locate —have boen ursaccessful to date,

b

— PEEDING —
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WASHINGTON ¥ JID DIVISION

A ¥ashington,
%11 interviow , employed
or any pertirent

by th

informatio a ne can furnish concerning s activitiocs,

NEW YORE F-ELD DIVISION

At ' .

Will interview , for eny pertinent infor-
mation he cen furnish concerning the ies, particulerly his
relatisnship or associmtion wit

At Now York, H. Y.
Will locate and interviow

who was formerly associntod
with SMITH in Eew quk City.

!
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XY 100-19707 , . .
CONFIDENTLAL INFORMANTS

The confidential informauts mentioned in the rcport of Special £gent,j)j7c_/
cated 9/14/43 at Bew York, W. Y., are:

b")(_,.lf)i;
|

!

This informent! i TR fidential according to ;Bureau
policy inasmuch as , I
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Y N Tir. Tolsag, . .... ..
‘ (.‘ () / Mr. B A Tamm....
h Tt / bir. Clogg ... ...
seurral Bureau of Inuestigan. i Cofey e
Hnited Btates Bepartment of Justice Me Leds

D.tmit, ncm ::r Hoven ,_.
s.ptﬁﬂ).!' 3, 19“3 Nr. Teaey ...

_i .

LA 5

- smcm D - Ytarke L.

Mr. ®uinp Tamm __.
Mr. Nease .

Directm" Bl ' Mg Gandy ... ... .
Fes . . ...
Be: GHRALD L. x.‘gnm, was ot al
INTERNAL SECURITY - G
CUSTODIAL DETENTION
SEDITION -

Dear Sir: %/VW{;Z/

Enclosed herewi original and four coples b,
of a report of Special Agent dated at Detroit, =
Michigan, September 3, 1943, g

It is tc be noted that copies of this report are
designated for various offices of the Bureau, and before forwarding
these copies to these offices, I am subaitting this report to you
for your approval, especially in view of the fact ¢

erable information cont

It is requested that you advise me whether or not
these coples of this report should be distributed to the offices

designated. PM/
y .

% i Coef 5. BoaS, ucU
| W mq_%f/ﬁi?.x

' ' y wﬁ» a1 Atﬁnrunwmu ol

meay L Nl aAani”
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JOHUN EBGAR HOOVER : ( \ . s

DIRECTOR .
H

Federal Bureau of Investination

Hnited States Bepartment of !ustice/y/
MWashington, B, €.

In the attached letter dated September 3, 19h3, SAC Bugas

Mr

Tele.
Mr.

JFHaW1'J September 18, 1943 Mr. Acers
62-)43818 Mr. Carson
Mr. Harbo

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR Mr. Hendon i

Mr. Mumford_
Re: GERALD L, K.OSMITH Mr. Starke

SEDITION Mr. Quinn Tamm_

Room
Nease

Miss Beahmﬁ%

Mi u‘ Ga
R

at Detroit refers to the report submitted in this case by Special
Agent ma‘t Detroit, Mdchigan, on September 3, 1943, and T/
requestis to whether copies of the report shovld be distributed to
variocus offices which are designated to receive copies.

¥r. Buras points out that there is considerable info
concerning

Copies of the report are not designated for any out-
side agency. -

You will recall that the President, as well as the Department, is very

much interested in the investigation of this case and that the matter is being
given special and continued attention. Pursuant to the Depgriment's request
Smith's speaking activities in connection with his so-calledmerica First Party
are being covered and all reports reflective of these speeches as well as other

collateral investigation requested from time to time by the Derartment are being
jirmediately referred to the Criminal Division upon their submission by the Field.
To date the Department has indicated that Smith has ne anything actionable +

under the Sedition S‘batutes or other Federal .06; 3 f / i ﬁ,?:#‘
&% 4
& 39

2y Sron 5

e -Detroit office has unu :11=.!.._ ood
al surveillan

r
\ formant coverarge
\lm 2 CNT)

-li‘tq 2 '_b!_-.-o\- -d_l

od by

\"l R |\.\.|

w“ ’ HEREtN 1 GNCLASSIFIED

/AQX‘D_BYé&Eﬁ :
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S ACTION:

Accordingly, the Bureau's
copies of the report are being returned to SAC Bugas with instructiomns that the
report be rewritten along the lines indicated.

2., Tor the reasons set forth above, it is further felt that the
report in its present form should not be made available to the Departmgnt.
However, when the revised version of the report is received, it will, Ppf course,
be furnished to the Depertment, and field offices heviny outstanding

there are attached copies of & blind me.orandum setting forth 10 appropriate
phraseology the substance of the information embodied in this memorendum. I ble
thouzht that such a menorandum, appropriately phrased, should be prepared in

tha event you desire to furnish copies to the Attorney General,
or Mr. Harvin H. lcIntvre, with whom the previous White House correspondence
in this case has been had. '

Respectfully,
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the Prestdent, I furmished a nesoratxkm to %re larvin He ICInyre
 setiing forth in susmary fors infor=ition concerming this Burean's
{nvestipstion & Cerald Le Ke &I’ithiof Detroit, Hohizmn. )

. ¥his investication $8 continuing end in recent wooks
cartain data emsnating from confidentlal sources of infornation has
been reoe’ ved pertasning to Saith's cortacts with various perecs
at Tashington, De Co I thourht the Presidet would be interested
in the substance of tiis informetion amly aocorcéingly, I am
tranamitiing with s lotter s penorandis eshodying toe pertlnent

data.

For your furthor Snforvetion, the facts Ceveloped In
canenction with this oase are boing referred to tho Criminal Division
of the De;artmont of Justice, but to dalo the Criminal Division has

 pot indicated that Smith's activitics are safficient to warrat &y

s s .
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Form No. 1

) THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT ngit' libh"m

<] rmax .

REPONT MACE AT

Chicago, Illinolo

DATE WHEN MADK

9/30/43

PERIOD FOR

9/BA3

CHARACTER W“

MILLION.

GERAID L. K.

SMITH; COMMITTER OF ONE

SECURITY NATTER - G:

SEDITION,

SYNOPS!IS OF FACTS:

closod noetins held dy aubjoot on 80ptadbcr 8,
1343 at Kimblll 3111 Chicago, covered by agen
Appro gooplo in attendance ineludf
JOSEPH E lle' Sudjeot spoke two hours
with 5 sitnutes more used t.o solieit funds and
answer questions. Most of spesch devoted to
telling subject's experiences in noottngﬁgppo.i

tion to his meetings iIn other eities. oot
8814 New Dealers were Internatlonaliatl, sout
"union no

ed statement of Churchill ooneorning

A‘Il-'r =‘lashA11 ‘un‘ ﬂ-eug Pgnu-nn AO.Q‘.‘ G‘I

Long was the boat friend he ever hnd

Pt

that he

Orleans in 1

SMITH, had Deen arroatod in Yew
%6 on elaction eve on ®orders of

Franklin Delano Roosevelt., Called Roosevelt ™

0ld fox”

and stated he would shape his attitud

any way that would win an election, Subject &
oussed results of the Maokinaek Island Confare:
of Republican :I.uden and asserted Thonu Ee

Dewey had oommitted "political suicide™ there,
SMITH stated he had instruoted his attorney to
file suit eagainst I’altor unohou for hoo,ooo

ror clandor. N : » .
| - REFERRED UPQH COMPIETION ™ OFFICE OF ORI
o ‘nmzn_cl_n .. Letter rron Dotroit dated Septauber 2,-1543e
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DETAILE 3 AT CHICAGO, ILIINOIBs

atho latter of refersnce the Detrolt Fleld Division advised
Chicago Fleld Office that it bad been ascertained that
GERALD L. K. SMITH was scheduled to hold a closed meeting in
Chicago on September 8, 1943 at 8 P.M. on the 10th Floor of
the Kimball Building located at 310 8, Wabash Avenue., 7The -
letter enclosed a letter secured from informents which on pre-
sentation at the door would admit one or more individuasls,

It was requested that this meeting be covered elther by sgents
or informante of the Chicago Fleld Office,

m of the Kimball Building, 310 8,
abash Avenue, adv n September 8 that the meeting

29
sponsored by {re subject would be held in Room 1018 at
He said the hall was first rented for the meeting by a
82 W, Washington Street, who is assoclated with the *c ens
Keep America Out of War” Committee, or ot*: known as the

National Revival" Com.{ttoo. stated that b‘?a
had first requested the hall for Yy & group of
epublican Ward Committeemen and insisted that the reoceipt for b’l-g
the rent be made out in her name, He said that he later de~
termined that the meeting ¢t, to be a meeting sponsor-

ed by the subjesct and told that, in view of the fact

that there was a misrepresen on on the identificatien of

the meeting, he desired to cancel it, He stated, however, that
CAPTAIN EARL SOUTHARD of the "Citizens Xeep America Out of War"

Committee had contacted him and requested the use of the ha
and he had decided to permlt the same to be used, :

At B P,M, on the n 8, 1943 the writer
with Special Agent appeared at Room 1618, |
Kimball Hall snd attende ect's meoting, FEntrance was L7/ Y
gained by showing the letter of invitation which head been furn-
ished to the Chicago Fleld Cffice by the Detroit Fileld Office,

This letter pointed out thet the meeting was a oclosed meeting
and that only those who carried a letter of invitetiom or whe
:gggu'od with someone ¢arrying & letter of invitation would be
tted, It also advised that iImportant things were happen-
ing and that the writer, SMITH, was anxious to report these
things tc his friends. He stated that he would report conoern=
ing his recent speaking tour in the East and would answer any
questions that the audlence would have in mind emcerning events
in Washington, D, Co The letter further advised that MRS. SMITH

T
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would accompany the subject, and he would have some very interw
esting documents to displaye The letter was dated August 28,
1943 and addressed to "Xy dear Subscriber and Friend%,

Sov D, who 1s active locally in the "Citizens Keep Ag-

Out of War" Committees, also known as the "Republican
Fetional Revival" Committee, Approximately 140 people were in
attendance snd most of these were middle-aged individuals, ap~-
proximately two=thirds of them being womene The hall waz very
smell and extremely ecrowded, '

The subject was Introduced by EARL SOUTHARD and upon his Introe
duotion spent about 15 minutes discussing the need for revival
of Christlanity in Americe sfter whieh discussien he led the
group in recit the Lord's Prayers In connection with the
aforementioned discussion, SMITH stated that some people
thought that 1f anyone presched CHRIST that individual was
anti-Semitio, SMITH said he believed all sects and eresds were
entitled to worship as they saw fit, including the Jews, and he
would not deny anyone that privilege, He asserted that 1t had
reached the polmt in Americea toQay where the name of CHRIST
oould not be mentioned in the schools and yet these same sochools
were permitted to teach Atheimm and Commmunism,

Following his introductory remarks SMITH outlined the plans for
his forthcoming trip to the middle west., He advised he was go-
ing next to Minneapolis, Ninneseta, where he would ppeak at a
meeting held under the chairmenship of MRS. ERNEST EEN,
widow of the late Senator LUNDEEN, From Minneapolis he was go-
ing to Des Moines, Iowa snd on to Denver, Colorsdo whers the
meeting in that eity would be held on Tussday, September X,
1943 under the supervision of a man who was known as the "Cou-
boy Preacher®, He saild this preacher was one of the best known
sand most able and dynamic speakers smong the Baptist miniaters
in the State of Coloradoe TH further disoclosed that on his
return from Denver he was to hold a meetling in Kansas City and
8t. Louls, Nlssowril,

SMITH then discussed brlefly the stataments recently made
PRESIDENT ROOSEVEIX AND CHURCHILL on post war planse He sa
ROOSEVELT had made 2 statement about a World Military 4Alliasnce
end that CHURCHILL hsd made a statement dbout "Uniem now -=%,
in which the people of the United States and England would en-
Soy the same privileges., SMITH 414 not dwell on these state-
ments more than to say that he was opposed to such plans as he
414 not want CHURCHILL telling hix he had to return to the

-3-

The ?ooti comuenced at 8115 Po¥, and was called to order dy
erice




British Empire. EHe wes opposed to any military slliance
which would permit the keeping of Americsn seldiers in all
arte of the world, or, as he put it, if Indis revolted from

land as the United States had once done he 4id not want
American soldiers sent there to help hold Iniia in the Eritish
Empire, He also said he was opposed to a common ol titenship
with the British peoples : :

SMITH then stated that there was a difference between Eational~
ists and Internationalists and stated he was & Nationalist,
whils such men as WALLACE AND WILIKIE were Internationalists,
He 1llunstrated the difference hatwesn the two by saying a
Nationalist was like a wife who was faithful to her husband
and an Internationalist was like an unfaithful wife, He added
that only the Nationsliats were the true Americans.

SMITH seid that he was the leader of the “Awmerioca First" Farty,
but hoped there never would be_such & party as he ho that
either the Republicans or the Democrats would sdopt National-
1stic princirh and nominate a camdidate believing in America
first, and either party did this, the full welght of SKITH'S
support would be thrown to that party.

SMITH claimed & following of 630,000 people in the state of
Michigan and sald he had a very strong following in the atates
of Indians and OMio, He saild in these three states hs held the
balance of power. SMITH asserted that his strength and that of
his party wes growing throughout the nation,

He advised that when the Nationallsts ceme to power in Washing=
ton the party woulé investigate many things whioch had happened
there, including the sudden and untimely death of HUEY IONG,
vhom he described as the best friend he ever had, SMITH dis-
closed that the Nationalists would alse investigate the mysterie
ous death of Senator ERNEST IUNDEEN while flying to an "American
First® Committee Meeting in the South. He extolled the virtues
of HUEY IONG and denounced WALTER WINCHELL AND DREW PEARSON for

attecking IUNDEEN after his death, , _ :

SMITH pointed out that PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT , CORDELL HULL AMD
ARCHEISHOP BECKMAN had each called PREW PEARSON a liar, BHe
added that if ROOSEVELYT had ocalled PEARSON a liar, he must be
one because "if anyone knew what a liar was ROOSEVELY 4ia%,
SMITH related thet in 1936 he spoke in New Orleans, Loulsiana

the eve of the election from 9 PJEs 0 12115 A.W. in an open

-h.
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air meeting and shortly afterwards was srrested at his hotel
by fifteen armed but unidentified men who took him to a remote
recinet station and put hir in jall with a vomiting drunk for
night, SMITH s#sid he was oharged with disturbing the peace
on an 0ld Napoleonic law, stating that anyone who spoke in the
open after midnight disturbed the pesce, He sald he was found
guilty and sentenced to thirty days, but the sentence was suse
pended, BSMITH said that if people wondered where he had gotten
all of his inspireation for his tealks during the past few yenr-
they would realisze that if thsg had had to apend the night in
a polioce cell with a drunk such as he did there would be enough
inspiration for talks for fifty years, He ssid the politicians
of the country were afrald at that time thot he would diszecloss
certain facts concerning the death of HUEY IONG. EHe said, "You
¥now who it wae I was arrentod by: I was arrested on the orders
of FRANKLIN DELANO ROOSEVELT," ‘
SMITH stated that he had been in Washington, D, Cs recently and
had noted Inportant developments, He adviaod that he had sent
a stetement of the “Amerieca First"™ Party policy to esch of tho
delagates to the Mackinaok Island Conference held rooontli
the leadere of the Republican Party, SMITH claimed that the
newspaper/ P N" had pointed out that the policy sdopted at the
Conference followed closely those suggested by him in his state-
ments to the delegates, and he personally considered this faot
to be a very important development, BHI rolated that THOMAS
E. DEWEY went t0 the Conferencs as a "favorite son"after s var,
commendablo administration &s governor of New Ibrk, but had
committed¥political suicide” by ooming out as sdvocating a
military alliance with Englande, SMITH seid that SENATOR ROBT,
Ae TAFT had said that this poliecy advocated by DEWEY was s
damn fool statement to male¥,
SMITH peferred to PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT as 'eho 0ld rox' end sald
that ROOSEVELT was the shrewdest politician who ever lived, He
asserted that even now the President could begin to see the
hand writing on the wall and realize the power of the Nationalistie
groupe He further atated that ROOSEVELT was willing to ch;po-ﬂ—
his "attitudes anyway that would help to win him an wlection,"
SMITH said that ROOSEVELYT had alre 'kiekod WALLACE in the
pants and gotten rid@ of SUMNER W the latter whom he de-
scribed ss "the best friend the Comuniota ever had®, SMITH said
thet ROOSEVELY was trying to got the election in lshh 80 he
could re.ign to become "president of the world%, SMITH asserted
that 1f RO SEVELE would not work ror re-eloction but would vork

JRPRE. WY PR S —an | PSR ﬂ‘ﬂlnﬂb e
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his actions would be very acceptable. SMITHE pointed out tha
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he had been accused by Commmnists of starting the Detroit
race riots and that he had gone to the FBI office and talked
to MR. BUGAS. BGMITE said that investigations eonduoted in
conngotion with these riots showed that he 4id not incite them,
although he 4id not stats the source of such inrormation.

SMITH related that he had been socused of being anti-!bgro and
claimed he had never made an utteranees against the rights of
the Negro people, He sald, howsver, he belleved the matter
should be considered from a2 practical point of view, and there
weg cortainly nothing wreng with his being practicai about the
type of man his dsughter married, He saild each race should
realize that nature and society demanied that the races recog-
nige thelr difference and nelther should expect tbe other to
meot him on a soclal par, SMITH said he was oprosed tc lette
ing @wn the immigration barrier and allowing all nationalities
come in in any amoumts. Ee advised that some people had accuse
ed him of objeoting to the entrance of Jewish refugees and stated
that he wished to point out that there were refugees in this
sountry rrom all parts of tho world, ineluding China, Japan£
nuu-:.-. qu ua. MUPBIB _.w.unu, Im l' was D.l. W DP.LHJ.UI] 'BIIIF
the Jewlsh refugees shogld be considered in the same light as
all refugoes.

SHITH steted that he was a friend to FPATHER COUGHIAn/tR%enswer
to a question "prophesied"™ that COUGHLIN would return to the
lil'.

SMITH bitterlz dlnonncod WINCHELL AED PEARSON and aaid that he
wa s m;u uJ.uvn.nuu LUI‘ '-I-UU 10&' -.l.-uuer Uﬂﬂ'\l“ I-Lﬂbm
had saidtover the aiy that SMITH had trempled on the Cambridge
flag whiech GEORGE WASHINGTON hed fought under before BETSY ROSS
had made the American flag, Ee said further that WINCEELL had
acoused him of spitting on this same flag, SMITH sald that
what he reslly had trampled on was a f similer to the Cem=-
bridgo flag which was a comblnation of flags which a certain
in this eocuntry today wished to set up as the world rlag. .
I stated he had bought a flag from this group for $3,68 and

-'-\-\“ O-A .i—-b. !-\nnl- h. M“'lﬂ vum AW -unhn-l- *hhd - '1-- -n‘ 41
Wi BALTW AU vTes Pupypy wiiLw waili AT

1ustratod b: dropping 4t to tha floor nnd atanpins on ity BHe
seld 1¢ oortainl*;vaa not the Cembridge flag but Ill, in fact,
the flag of the Intermationalists,

SMITE told the audlence that bhiis son was in the United States
Army and that when he left to go he had told his son to go out
and give all he hed to fight for the stars and stripess SKITH
then stated that he would not cere to have his son fight or shed

-b -
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one drop of bleod in order to malte the opportunity for the
Internationalists to move the capitol of the United States te
London or any place in the world,

SNITH stated he wished to reveal a secret which he had never .
revealed to any mseting before, He explailmed that he had fore-
od the Communists in New York City to show their hand as cone-’
trolling the American Labor Party in that state by writing e
letter to the editor of thes Daily Worker~, which was published
in that paper. BSMITH was not clear on how he had forced the
Comminists to show their hand, dut stated that he had been told
by one individusal that by the use of a 3¢ stamp and a one-page
letter SMITH had done more for the Republican Party than any
man in the country. SMITH spent most of the evening telling
the audience about the various experiences hes had had in other
citiea in being refused places to speaks.

He »ralatad at great lancth how a meaating in Buffale was scane

AV I W S VW .Q -a - . — F wem—

celled three different times but was finally held 1in a meeti
room at the hotel at which he was registered, He alsc relate
that in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania a group of Jews had gotten
together to endeavor to prevent his holding & mestlng but that
one Jew as the meeting objected to their itsking a stand against
SMITH!'S meeting because free speech was involved and consequent-
1{ SMITH was allowed to speak. He further pélated that while
planning & meeting in Cleveland that the mayor of that city for-
bade him to speak and that he later appeared before a committee
on the City Council and presented his argument for free speech
and was permitted to speak in Cleveland by a vote of this Council
Committes, SMITH related that later on the sané lsaue came wp
in Cleveland and the mayor of Cleveland stated on that oocasion

that SMITH should be permitted to speak, SMITH then eommented

on this by sayini, "0f course, the fact that there was an elect-
fon the next fall had nothing to do with 1t,"

SMITE stated that §he mesting was a c¢losed meeting because he
intended it to bs more of an informal gathering with his friends
and that a large erowd could not de accommodatede It was pot a —
closed mesting because he, SMITH, had anything to hids., '

SMITH made a plea for contributions to pay his expenses to Minne
eapolis and his hotel Dills and stated he would endeavor to have
the people in Minneapolis pay his expenses on to Des Moines,

An envelope was passed ocut containing the title, “Americe First
Party” thereon and eontained as a pledge any sum which the in-
dividual desirsd to pledge to belp sarry on the organization
activities. The envelopss were then collected,

-7-
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SMITH also distributed the June, 1943 issue of "The Cross
and the Flag", ooples of which were obtained by the agents,
However, it 1s believed the Detroit Field Division is in
poueuion of this dooument and so will not de fo od to
that office, but ones eopy will be placed in the

Chicago Fiela Division.

SMITE spoke from 83115 to 10:)5 P,N, and the remainder of the
time up to 11l P¢M, was given over to his plea for contributions
and questions, 7The questions submitted appeared to be of an
unintelligent nature such as, *When do you think the war will

end?®, or, "Will Father Coughlin be permitted to returm to the
radiet” :

SMITH was very well received by the group and his speech was
repeatedly supported by the oerowd with cheers and applause,

The notes of the meeting are being retsained in the files of

Ae _  Fee B o o _

the Chicago Field Offise.

Itwhs noted by the writer that present at this meeting was
JOSEPH E, MNcWILLIAMS who came in about 9 P.M, and remained
standing at the door throughout the meeting. He took no part
in the meeting and no mention was made on the platform of his
presence,
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There is being set hereinafter the substance of informa- b7”

ainsd fro whose identity is known to the
Bureau for the PG;WW September 30, 1943,
Informant stated that he had received information to the effect
that Reverend HARVEY SPRINGER had addressed a meeting at Detroit, ll:l.chigan
on September 28, 1943, and that SPRINGER had also apparently contacted
Reverend MARION in Pontiac, Michigan on several occasions during the t.im e
he was in Detroit as set forth above, It is being noted that SPRINGER ro«o-
mained i.n Detroit for several days subsequent to the time he gave this
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speach f r SMITH.
Informant stated further that SMITH was greatly perturbed onr’
he fact that he h by two women giving the names
and a SMITH has stated to informan I“ ,
AU 18 his beliel thai these women had been sent by lome Jewish organiut.ioh‘* Ly
probably the/B'NAI B'RITH, in an attempt to trap “~ =
w

On September 30, 1943, Informant advised that SPRINGER was still =2
in town and that at that time SPRINGER advised SMITH that hs, SPRINGER, was L:-
scheduled to speak in Colorade on October 14, 15, and 16, but that he would
attempt to give another talk for SMITH on October 19, I

—
SMITH has also contactodq SMITH'S \
-.nnwh-gg tha hn'l'l in Duff-1n’ Woaw Toamlr e Aok obhaw P T | f’! '
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SMITH that he was having soms difficulty in obtaining a ﬂ! and SMITH

advised him at that time that in the event the city refused to grant permission
for the use of the auditorium, hould make use of the following i
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Svnopsie of Facts: bqp RIUThSabuRaTe SR

states that S.ITH has been
tacting numerous officials in an attempt to

point ot to then taat he had no connection with
tae recent race riots in Detroit. Jpformant
states SiITH regustd Senator XOBERTNEYNOLDS
to secure a copy of the Dies Crxmit{ee report
relative to Reverend GN\ #ILLIA.S, who has been g
criticizing S.Iid in this erea. In accordance Flef
with this request RE{HOIDS forwarded to S«IId &
& copy of the Dies Committee report reg-rding g i
WILLIAYS, S<ITH has maintained rather close * ~ -
contact with SEYWOIDS and Senator NYZ relative :
to future plans, etc, RKeverend WIKEOD has Ny
advised S.ITE that & new organization, "The é " R
istian Civil Iiverties League™ is about to *~ NS
lsunched and -as requested the aid of SMITH, "%\ %
ITH has indicated. t be intends to start /-
t ageinst WAL WINCHELL for alleged 1ibel.
has requested SUITE to sign all future . )
orrespondence with the name WNALTERW rather than :
(ITd, S.ITE hag steted that he ie going to %7_&

.2 - New Orleans £2-1194 | 9360;" o
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: attempt to nave the Jmerica Firet Partly piecec on

¢ : the official ballot in the state of Michigan in

! the next election, SMITE has expressed great

‘ displeasure with statenents uaede in the recently
published book "Undercover™ and .8 indicated a
desire for a senatorial investigation of the “Sook.
Senator NYE caxe to Detroit on sbout August 9th
for a one day vieit with 5.17d, Copies of S.ITH's
correspondence obtained frox Inforument DE 38 and
set forth herein,

-

REFER:CR: Report of Special Agent” dated D7
July 23, 1943 at Detroit, Michigan,

DETAILZS: AT DETROIT, MICHIGAN

— whose identity is kmown to the Buresu,

hag advised the Detroit Office that S.ITH has been
contacting numerous state officials, the Detroit

Officde of the Federal Bureas of Investigation, the Dios Committee and

other organizations in an attempt to convince the above-nsmed organizations

that neither he personslly nc- his party hed anything whatsoever to do

with the race riots in Detroit. S-ITH has also made releases to the

prees denying any perticipation in the race riots. During all this time

SiITH has stated that it was his opinion that t?'m-;-UNIST PARTY

was more responsible for the recent race riots in Detroit then any other

organizatmmt his name was brougnt into the race riots by a

Reverend CLAITESJILLIA-S, who he alleges is backed by the CO.wUNIST PARIY,

SITH states WILLIAS has been acting under imstructions from the :

CQuMUNIST PARTY in an attampt to bPlacken SuITH!s name by advising all

church pevple in this vicinity tnat he, S«ITa, bad an active part in

the riots. SITd has complained to the various churches tnroughout

this area that although WILLIA4S claims to be a minister he should not

rightfully meke taet claim inaavuch a8 he is not recognized as a

minigter of any charch, .- e s : T

' _ Alon: these same 1ines informant stated that he had
received information to the effect that SYITH had contacted Senator
ROBFRT dEYNOIDS at which time SMITE requested FKEYNOIDS to attempt to

eccure a copy of the Dica Comoittee report concernins the stic ]
c ops of WILLIAL

b70
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m stated further that he had received b7
information to the cfice t SMITE was making a d=finitc effort to

have the America First Party placcd on the official ballot in the state
of Michigan in the next election and that in fact SMITE at & recent

peeting had proposed to his andience that his busincss manager, nniru\mnu
\DCMAN be selected a8 their candidate for mayor.

has advised tiae Detroit Office on Lop
rous occasions wos making preparations for the institution -

of a 1ibel suit against ﬂﬂm WISCHELL for alleged libelous statements
mede by WINCTELL in one of his radio broadcasts. It is being pointed
out at this time that SMITE is complaing of the fact that in one of

bis radio broadcasts JI\C":III.L 13 alleged to have made the remark that

0T TY e dal '] o Aenm e cal amow mer m1ndL mmmn ok

ol LlH r.rampJ.ea on the Aserican IJ.Bg WIil L€ au.urusuu:e an aulnence av
Buffalo, New York, SMITH admits that he trampled upon a flag, but

that this flag wes definitely not the American flag, but that it was
rether a flag which he was exhibiting to the audicnce which in his
opinion was the flag selected by certesin groups within the United

Statcs who were favoring the definite unific.atlon of the United States \
and Great Britain, ’

Am————
D ——

he nad received 1nfoma.tlon
WTQ one ﬂf 'hin ardont
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5
foliowers in Deirolt, with the susgestion that dhe, f- KIWJWL_,S, EPOLSOY
g mceting in Detroit and invite &pregentat:_ve C*A_ﬂ LA FRAT V'In\'\‘&‘n
to attend. that meeting end that ha, SITH, would tska carc Df sil the
oXpCnsas.

-

Inforaari relatcd further that on er avout Ausret 9, .\
1943 S4ITH had been in te.sepz.omc contact with the eecrotary of
United St-tes Senator ¥YE and at thet time SWITH requ sted infera-gion
of — etary relative te the chrracter and activitize of m\ b,u
who had al legodly been sent to Detroit for the purpose )
securine information from SUITH, SMIIH wes adviscd by the sscretary
hat-apparent Iy hed been 0.K.'a by Senntor NYE,

Informant etat.d that S<ITH aas deen greatly perturbed
for the past few weeks cver the recently publighed bo Jndercover?,
said book having been written by one JOHEI ROY/CARLSOK, ‘It is bcing
noted that SMITH is referrcd to in this book in 2 rather derog,atory menner
and SvITH has indicated a desire to nove the book made the subject of
a senatorial investigatior, S«ITH har also indicated to inforzant that
tnis book was being vacked by WALIER WINCESLL,

—atated r_he had received information L71D
- to the effect thot United Ststis Senator NYE ned beer ip Detroit either

on Angust 9th or 10th, evparantly for the purpose of 3iscussing with
MITH future plans for the America First Committce snd othesr political
theorics with regard to the coming presifential eloctiom,
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UITEVELXE LR IS

THE BUFFALQ FIED OFFICE

At Bufyzlu, ¥er York, wilil aéviee in cepars form the
results of the mceting ad.ar osed 'bv T SiITH an Angast L6, 1940 ae roguested
in latter from the Detroit Field Office tc the Buffale Field Otfice.

THE CHICAGO FIELD OFFICE

At Chicego, Tltinols, Will vepor? 1n r2por
resulte of the meeting to be be addressed by Subject R4ITH at Chicago,
I1linois on September 6, 1943,

THE CLEVELAND FIELD OFFICE

At Cleveland, Onio, will adviss in rsport form the
results of the meeting eddressed ’oy MITH on August 19, 1343 at Cleveland,
Ohio, as requested in letter from the Detroit Field Office.

AT Toledo, Ohio, will report in report form the results
of the meeting to be addressed by MITH on August 25, 1943 at Hotel
Secor in Toledo. In commection with this lead it is being noted that
SMITE had previously set a tentative date for August 20th, but this has
since been chenged to August 25, 1943,

THE IRDIANAPOLIS FIELD OFFICE

.ﬂ - . e
At Indienapolis, Indiana, will report th

e
meeting addressed by MITH at t Fort Weyne, on June 1, 1943,
THE NEW YORK FIELD OFFICE

" ' ¥n comnection wi ? ' - ‘

e t0 locate and interview
Investigation shouwld be eonducted along bhe lines
n ean letter to the New York Field Qfﬁce dated June 16, 1943,
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THE NEW ORLEANS FIEID OFFICE

2 By At Lake Charlog, Ioalsiuna, will co:.t.act_ _);.7(._/
= I and ascertair whether he khas any knowledge
‘ concerning oubjec 1) CETOUMG . _

. TEE PITTSBURGH FIFID CFFICE

At Pittsbargh, Pennsylvania, will report the resul's
of the meeting addressex by SMITH on Aungust 17, 1943 as requested in
letter fram the Detreii Fleld Office.

T DEIRCIT FIELD JFRICE -

A5 Detroit, Michi i1l maintein contact with ,L’F D
#md report any informatinn ™
receiv Ton them relative to instant case in report foru. '

PENDING
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FEDERLL BURBAU CF INVESTIGATION

FLW:TD. DATE July 22, 1943

MRMORANDUX FOR THE DIRECTOR

Attached are sumary memoranda which you requested
on the following individualse;

|7
Respectfully,
’
D. M. Ladd

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREMN IS LHOLASSIFIED |
| DATE#EK/;&BYM/W

‘g;; RECORDED § - — m/(?,’ '5‘\’1.1

: rb FE;DEBAL BURTAT nF INVFSTIGATION
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREL i€ ENCLASSIFIED
JFB: lem: - GERALD L. K. B&Iﬁ_u;lg’/&—BYﬂéﬂ/ﬂﬁ

ersonal Histo and Background

Gerald Lywan Kenneth Smith was born at Pardeesville, Wisconsin,
in February, 1898. He 1s better known today as Gerald L. K. Smith, and
his nistory reveals that he attended Butler Seminary in Indianapolis,
"Indians, subsequent to which he gradusted from ¥Yalparaiso University in

Indiana, having completed his studies in theclogy there. Smith took up
his ministerial dutles subsequent to leaving Valparaiso University, and.
it is known that he has served as a minister in Footville, Wisconsin, and

alac at the Seventh Christian Church, Indianapolia, Indiana.

Saith moved from Indians to Loulsisna and assumed a ministerial
post at Shreveport, Louisiana. He became interested in the late Huey Long's
®ghare the wealth®™ movement and went so far as to actively and openly
participate in politics in Louisisna as a follower of Huey Long. The
publicity which he received from these activities resulted in Smith's dis-
missal during 1934 from his ministerial post. After the death of Huey Long,
S:ith continued to identify hiaself with the "Long machine® but it ap_.ears
that his efforts were unsuccessful and he left Louisiana in 1927, proceeding
to Newx York City. He launched there an unsuccessful effort to build up
bl o ommittee of One Nillion." Immediately thereafter, in 1933, he moved
to Letroit, where he has since been located.

In Detroit, "The Committee of One Million®™ was again organized
®for the purpose of combatting the menace of Conmunism.® In 1939, Saith
Mr. Toison®dvocated isolationism and subsequent to the involvement of the United
. A. Hak#s in the present war he has openly criticized the Government's war
Mr. Clegg ®ffort and also directed criticiam at what he describes as the efforts of SLGIURY
Mr. CoffeytN€ present Government to enslave the UnitebiDiies as sn entity il
Mr. Glavinih liiternational State dominated by Great Beifaln. r— _\ 3 3@
. Ladd____ ¢ i‘g_._ﬁ_.;g -

Mr. Nichols More detailed comments are set forth subsequently gs to Sulith's
Mr. Roseq COMTECtion with Huey Long and his activities as the organiser of 'Thﬁmmltt
o aottof-Omre Nillion,” but 1t 1s of significance to observe vhat ¥4 apfear t

-

Mr. Careo

the
<turming point of Smith's life dstes from his association with Huey Long.
Prior-to that time he was the usual type of ainister rned with problems |
- Harbo 4, ctdental to hia calling. However, it seems that hi4 participation in the__J
Mr. Hendomgpope the Wealth” movement fired his ambition to the ‘extent of self visual-
Mr. McGuilgation of himself as a dominant political figure. Being unsuccessful in

Mr. Mumioglgociating himself with Long's succeseors, he has apparently continued his (- N

Mr. Piper A

Mr. Quinn Tamm_ ()YE.D /;; {'

Mr. Nease DESTB { ,
cOP1ES vy

Yias Gandy
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