FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

GERALD L. K

W

SMITH

AR

"PART 14 OF 18

FILE NUMBER : 62-43818



FEDERAL. BUREAU

F INVESTIGATION
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION/PRIVACY ACTS
RELEASE

' [
susJECT:LA&&D L.K.S'\ﬂ{ [ 7‘1. -
FiLE: (2 4%6l@
SUB =
P L
VOL.=: ¢/
PAGES REVIEWED : S
PAGES RELEASED: 7
NOTES :

#NO DUPLICATION POR THIS PAGEx



¥
- ’ : .\\ h
=.f,’ : f"' ’ .- ;. ' . ';- . 3 - - .
e . . be. o X
- ., czrzat gsk | «’_s:./ )
. 34776
Assistant Attornay Oeneral Tom C, Clark S April 9, 13k

John Edgar Boover - Diractor, Fodaral Burem of mustigttnn

O
GERALD L. :C SUITH; THE AV RICA FIRST PAR‘H, ,.
INTCRMAL SECURITYs SEDITION. .

e,

[

For your further information in the mpt.ian.d natter thero are enclosed
berewith photostatie coples of the following matorialss '

1, Booklet entitled, -'rﬁ Platfore of the America First Party,*
2. Four-page mimeographed leaflet entit Courage Rewarded.*

- : 3. Circular dated February i, 1915, uptioned%'muonal Engrgency Camittee,”
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. Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where '
indicated, explaiq this deletion. :

[} Deleted under exemption(s} with no segregable
material available for release to you.

CJ Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.
] Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

] Document{s) originating with the following government agency(ies)
» was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

——  Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies);

as the information originated with them. You will
be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI.

—— Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

[A For your infomation: _Per your March 18, 1982 letter this enclosure
was not xeroxed for release.

[@ The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:
6243818 - ©H9d _ Enclosure
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MUnited States Department of FJustice o
Detroit, Michigan ST
April 7, 1945 e
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HER[;? | ¢! smLASMHED INTRNAL SECURITY - qgirf L

SECURITY MATTER "o

DME_L%&MY&W SR " e

Dear Sir:

The following infcermation has been received fro -
q“ﬂ"ose identity is known to the Bureau, concerning }T_"a‘mea—bw
of the Subject SMITH during the peried from Karch 16, 1945, to Apri), 5, 1945,

inclusive.

SMITH is planning~a number of meetings of his followers in the
near future. On Sunday, April 8, 1945, he will hold z meeting in Rdffalo,

-
hd M omaar Vﬂu'f mA s mant dmviteatrtiane fanm thie maatdmg +ta a1l whea attandad
T J.A’ Gllu ‘]an. DTilw Ll ViAvawlVile 41V1L Wililo DLLUUUJ.IIB W Ll A J‘_.l. D\Jl‘o l'!l]U GUUUL{\.‘.GU

his two previous mestings in Puffalo, He is alsc holding a meeting in Detrcit,
Yichipgan, on April 19, 1945. Informant believed that the Detroit meeting is
to be held at the Detroit Leland Hotel but did net know where the Buffale
meating wovld be held,- As far as is known, S¥ITH will be the cnly speaker at
these mestings.

'

On April 20, 1945, S¥ITH plans tc leave Detroit for San Fran~

_« cisco where he will observe the operations of the United Nations Conference

to be held in that city starting April 25, 1945. On his way to Sen Franciseo

he plans to hold a series of meetings. The first of these will be in Chicago

on Su.nday, April 22, 1945, at the LaSalle Hotel. Two meetings will be held,

éne in the afternoon and the other in the evening. The speakers will be CnRL
‘f"'OT" of Indianapolis and DEAN E./S"ITH of Chicago in addition to SubJect

SMITH. The meeting will be under the auspices of a committes of ¥World War IT }»’.../

veterzns and Subject SMITH'S name will not appear in conrection with it. It

was expected that about 250 people would attend. - _

From Chicago SVITH will travel to St., Louis, lisscuri, where
ke will hold a meeting on a date as yet undetermined. Thereafter, he will
proceed westward hclding meetings, according to the present schedule, at.
Denvcr, Colorado, Salt Lake City, Utah, and possibly at Oalrlaﬂdk{ Califor

, PyY ICTORY He was in contact recently with Mrs. D"\ - S s ﬁi_Glﬂvveland
L BUY | Ohio, head of 'a group of "professional mothers” in g%t ci#y,
wares | suggested to her that she and her followers shoulF AAnRe3 1845sessions 2 \?j "
i NDS
h ANB E-D
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Letter to the Director ZRALD L, K, SLIITH

Aoril 7, 1945 AMTERICA FIRST PARTY
INTZRNAL SECURITY - G
SECURITY “ATTZR - SEDITION

of the United Nations Conference at San Francisco. She indicated that this
was a2 good idea and that she might act upon it. SMITH stated he would see
her there.

SYITH has discussed at great length with his various followers
the meeting which he held in Chicago on iarch 15, 1945, which meeting was
picketed by persons whcm SU'ITYH said were "Communist Jews" and which ended in
a near riot, &SYITH believes that the publicity incident to this meeting has
reacted very favorably fer him and that the newspavers branded the group as
Cermunists, He believes the riot was incited by FISHB=IN, editor of the
?Jew1sh Sentinel."

H. JZDALTON, Secretary of the Plasterers' Union, whose hall
was rented by S!JIE for his Chicago meeting, advised SYITH that FISHBHIN had
written to JOHW FITZPATRICK, President of the Chicage Federation of Labor,
and WILLIAM/GRERYN, President of the American Federation of Laber, making an
official protest against the fact that the union had allowed SMITH to use
the hall for the meeting and stating that there was a rumor that seversl
former Bund members were active in the union. SVITH states that FISEBIIN
pulled 2 "bener" in writing this letter to the unicn ¢fficials since they are
all now mad a2t him and taking 3.ITH'S side. He alsoc stated that the Commu-
nists had always tried to make him annrear anti-labor and that now labor is
turning cut to be his chief benefactor. He believes that the disturbance

created at the Chicago meeting boomeranged against the incited it.
S'"ITH also states he has received a wire from a certain

of Chicago Lo,
stating that the question at issue was freedom of speech and right of assem-

blage and not the correctness or incorrectness of SMITH'S philosophy.

S¥ITH is also taking an interest in meetings of other than
his own organization. He made arrangements for anti-Communist literature to
be distributed at a meeting addressed by EARL BROSDER in Detroit on April 5,
1945. However, at the last minute this plan was called off since he could
get only one ¢f his workers to agree to distribute the literature. However,
ha did have his secretary attend the meetinz and make notes on what HRQUDER
sajd. Informant states that his secretary advised SUITH that BROYDER made
no comment on him,

He has been in contasct with various Nationalist Associates

during the past few weeks. He made an effort to contact Reverend HARVEY

/SP&EJ&QL&& Denver, Colorado, at whose church SMITH will hold his Denver

"meeting on his way to San Francisco. Informant did not believe, hcwever,
that SYITH had actually been in contact with SPRINGZR.

\
He was in contact with BiRH;Pg%bS;AN, his fcermer secretary,
who has recently returned to Detroit after shending several months in Texas.

- d
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Letter to the Director. GZRALD L. K. SVITH

April 7, 1945 AMZRICA FIRST PARTY
INTZRNAL SECURITY - G
SECURITY MATTER - SEDITION

DO\\HARLAN, a local lawyer who represents the mother of TYLER e

ﬁ(ﬁ"wr, advised SVI Tu recently that hg had some interestlng materisl for SMITH.

He has been in contzct with GSORGXOSE who is his organizer of Vorld war II

=rang and whe has recently been working in Chicage. An individual named

vhose first name was unknown to the informent, met with SMITH in Detroit
on April 5 and 6, 1945. is a resident of Chicego, and infermant did not
know the vurpose ol his meeting with SV/ITH. On March 31, 1945, SMITH endeavored
to contact some unknown individual at Little Rkock, Arkansas.

: qan employee of the Bureau of Internal Revenue,
sooke with SMITI! at considerable length concerning the latter's tax problems.
SUITH indicated that he wanted tc discuss with someone his "whole tax picture,
war taxes, Social Security, etec."™ and thzt he wanted to see one of the "old
timers" in the Bureau ccncerning this, since he had politicel enemies and did

ant to talk to anyone who had getten a job during the last three years,
ﬂstated he was an "old timer" sincs he had bee e twenty-nine years
and that his nolicy wes to give everybody a break. “then stated, "I am
calling you because I thirk we have the Revenue Agents inside checking on you
from the Department in Viashington and I don't want this against you...eeces.s
If they come along and tell me what to do and--well, I don't want to do it.
I just wanted to give you a bresk so that is why I gave you a ring."

SMITH continues to expand his program for the distribution of
literature. He is still sending copies of his monthly magazine to all members
of Cengress. He has had 10,000 of his Washington News letterheads printed and
has ordered more of his Nationalist News Service stationery. VIRGINIA LCHBECK,
who is in charge of his office, advised informant that within the last week
she had run off 32,000 pieces of mimecgraphed literature. He is sending
special material in addition to his regulsr monthly letter tc all his Chicago
followers. On one item of literature in particular, the exact nature of which
‘'was unknown to informant, SVITH has already mailed out 6,985 copies and was
oreparing an sdditional 1,500 coples.

In an apparent effort tc expand his already large mailing
list he cbtained the names of two mailing list companies, Boyd's City Dispatch,
114 Zast Twenty-third Steet, and W. S. Ponton Company, 6325 Sixth Avenue, both
of New York. These companies are supposed to have lists of wealthy individuals
and SYITH will obtzin from them their msiling list catalogs.

‘ hss evidently had scme differences with a former close friend
of his, GIORGYFSTER of Chicago, head of the Constitutional Americans. SMITH
is unable to uhderstand why FOSTZR is mad at him but on Warch 28, 1945, at &
meeting of FOSTER'S group in'Chicago FOSTZR made an attack upon SVITH.

Informant learned that on Yarch 20, l9h5, SMITH'S mail collec—
tions amounted to $14.50 and on April 5, 1945, to $33.00. " SMITH has added to
' his m2iling list the name of ROBEH%ifOﬁERS, one of the owners of the ARNOLD

! L
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Letter tc the Director GZRALD L. K. SMITH

Anril 7, 1945 AYERICA FIRST PARTY
A INTEZRNAL SECURITY - G
SECURITY MATTER -~ SEDITION

POYERS Printing Company of Detrcit ong the persons contributing funds
to him recently have been and —
— b') e

Very truly ygurs,

Snecial Agent in Charge
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GERAID L. K. SaTH
THE-AI""RICA FIRST PARYY
INT-RAL SECURITI
SEDITION :

_ Por your further information there are enclosed Mrwith photostatio
coples of a leaflet entitled

varning %, which re-ortedly iz being e¢irculated
by Saith and his agsociates, ’ ne )
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

— Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion.

CJ  Deleted under exemption(s) with no segregable
material available for release to you.

[ Information periained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.
| Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.
(] Document(s) originating with the following govemment agency(ies)

. was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

————  Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies);
as the information originated with them. You will
be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI.

—  Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):
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was not xeroxed for release.

[X  The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:
62-43818 - (, 92  Enclosure

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
DELETED PAGE(S)
NO DUPLICATION FEE
XXXXXX FOR THIS PAGE
XXXXXX
XXXXXX

rBi/004



4-750 (2-7-79) S )

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

‘ Page(s) withheld (?ntirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion.

I17§1 Deleted under exemption(s) 'i)().@ with no segregable
material available for release to you.

Infornation pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

] Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies)
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

—  Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies);
as the information originated with them. You will
be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI.

—— Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

[] For your information:

m The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:
ba- BB 1% -(93

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
DELETED PAGE(S) §
NO DUPLICATION FEE ¢
XXXXXX FOR THIS PAGE X
XXXXXX '
XXXXXX

FBI/DaJ



*- <

) AL T A R e L T g Mg, v it B —
oy @ o e = wgpE e : ?m;‘-‘ .-.g" .
TR T TR e
S F&Dwi BUREAL 67 INYESTGATION _
/j ' : - .,&_bé?.l.m MENT OF JUSUCE - |
RI1 MICODLIATING frtres cen JOXYEE IG‘ITI"T 5 ST:TIQ‘I
ALL INFURMATION CONTAINED

C o HEREN I DNCLASSFED R 23'?;3
TF 1o/ IFZ RV Gﬂ.?a-r-nd.f TEJ_.E

-y RN E = UHIJ fhthae =%

v/f§§B'FR°M CHICAGO 1 23 2-23 P

DIRECTOR AND SAC IETROIT - ROUTINQ ‘(,

| Y%

DROP. GERALD L. K. SMITH, INTERNAL SECURITY, SEDITION.

EL, CHiCAGO ON APRIL TWENTY ﬁz;ywu LAST,
ESTIMATED TOTAL ATTENDANCE WAS E IGHT HUNDRED FIFTY SMITH MADE FREQUENT

MENTION OF THE FACT THAT HE WAS IN ACCORD WITH ARCHBISHOP SAMUELATRITCH

-
e,
i
f]

=

=

OF CHICAGO IN OPPOSING THE AIMS OF RUSSIA AND ENGLAND AND REPEATEDLY
REFERRED TO THE-(SAN FRANCISCO PEACE CONFERENCE AS A COMBINED QUOTE
DUMBARTON HOAX UNQUOTE QUOTE CRIME OF CRINEA UNQUOTE AND QUOTE THE SAN
FRANCISCO SELL OUT UNQUOTE, CLAIMING THAT THE SAN FRANCISCO CONFERENCE
iSH POSSZSSIONS AND
ENLARGE THE INTERNATIONAL STRENGTH OF USSIA SUBJECT 8T ATED HE WOULD
BE AT THE SAN FRANCISCO CONFERENCE BUT WOULD FIRST MAKE SPEEHES IN 7‘
ST LOUIS, IFNVER AND SALT LAKE CITY. R"DXKISTER ACTED AS MASTER OF
CEREMONIES AND MADE MANY ANT L -SEMITIC STATEMENTS.' DEAN %SMITH " WHO
HAS MA]E A NUMBER OF APPEARANCES BEFORE THE CITIZENS USA COMMITTEE AND
SIMILAR LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS GAVE OPENING ADDRESS WHICH WAS EXTREM"LY _
iNGS 'AVt RECEIVED NO PUBLICITY IN LULAL ‘

NEWSPAPERS INDICATING THAT THOSE IN A ATTTENDANCE WERE HANDPICKED ‘
- BY SMITH, COMPLETE REPORT WILL EE ¥ SUMITTED IN THE NEAR FUTURE. ,_4‘2:.
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uQ Q}Jmtroit April 21, 1945 for an extendsd trip during which time he will ho
meetings at Chicago, St. lLouls, Denver, Salt Lake City, and San Franciscee -
Traveling with him and acting 8s a personnl and eonfidential aecrotary uill
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Post Office Box 459

April 21, 1945

The Honorable J. Edgar Hoover _

c/o Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D, C,

Dear Mr., Hoover:

Attached herewith is the photostat to which I referred
in my last communication with you.

If anyone in Philadelphia is impersonating an FBI agent
in an attempt to coerce a building management, I am sure

that you will be anxious to put an end to such chicanery,

ALL INFGTAMAT'EN CONTANNED
HERER 12 SH0LASEEED

cuxs:u DATE _cosz/52 Biglrzlnis [

Enclosure

Sincerely yours,
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NZE ké% if; gf_gis_g, LG

-5 ;"a""J(f ').-?
NCuyrent Evenic Céi b
;v“‘\f‘"}"a te Ce A ot i
. xﬁ . ‘_D "1 ;
S '.1:"«_’2'_{-";{' [ e N D7
2 ) I e R ’




El R . B e

" Nmstr-Sevax Taaes or Parswnrc Som

f'as ~-

}%z

Organ!ud Doc-ubor lﬂ, 18472,

//

REOE

‘7 1'0 Pnutvo the Public School

Made Education cmpuhory s

System, |

. Placed Flag on School Houves.

',Punnud Wumngion s Hecd- o

Mamoved distorted Text Books
ooh

from Sch.

w

quarters at Valley fmgo

) 'Ownas acrs of %ound and
. Ilonunoni R

ossing. R 1 ey

: Holpod m. Bcllr Ross I"'lag

-’]-“‘:‘:::. et evter e

N MﬂvoCﬂg;&dﬂlulomcr
;"’rum.hea Z0 members to

. World War 1.

~World War I

_Asaist Bod Crou and Salvuuou
. Army.

. Coepomu \vl'l.h all Vclcm- ’
: rganizations

Coopcraln !rl!h ¥ B | A

" Beld ¢nwnrehclod over

ln War Bondl N

T g e

P!o ! d th ds ol fl
a;-dn; olucn o cql
hu:chn .

O?ond Sed&iu cpproprlu
. Ho

Cmp tooms are uu High
* Bchools of American freedom.

'Rc:h-lchd Inmlgaaen !nlol!a -

L et

afternoon.

F O\nu Finest Pctrloﬁc Bocd- -

e no--ualtlns of Cﬂnuch eand

" quariers in country.

" g nyors Goergo Washin

ors’
’ Toulh llaum-nt

g‘ten. .

}'umhhod m nmben o

National Def ) o
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Camp—Oulstan nq S

- | . * ) God, Our Country and Our Order
~State Camp of the . STATE ERECUTTE CowarreE
. . Srarz Parsmrmr
. . . . :
Patriotic Order Sons of America AT
Incorporated by Act of Legislature ' Brarz Vicz-Presinruy
. GEQORGE H. LARE, In. kS
322 Lemonte Strut ) -
. Roxborough, Phila. 28, Pa. .
' Srars Mastea or Fomms
FRANK 8. DOERRMAN
c 144 W. Douglas Strest
: HReading, Pa.
Organl:ed Docember 10th, 1847 Gras Tassevars ’ |
ffice of the State Seceetary O Rawpien Bed >
SONS OF AMERICA BUILDING Readiag, Po.
1317-19 N. Broay Starrey Bravz Securraay
PHILADELPHIA 22. PA. Sons of Kmerios Dalldns -
. 1317-1% North Broad Su-u! :
Phlladelphia 22, Pa. ‘
T apri1 13, 194s.
SER N L e ,
Mrs. Lilliam.Parks, Secretary,
Current Eveants Club,
"1317-19 N, Broad St.,
Philedelphia Pa.zﬁ_f i 3

Several complaints have ‘réached us againet your.T77

holding meetings 1n our Building, through_mmnmers or “fljf
the F B I, and otherwise.T o

Today they adv1se_‘tls the

Rev.rGerald Smith is to epeak here this evening.{

I am compelled under the circumstances to canceli#,ﬂ
‘the lease, .and advise you that we cannot permit your =
meeting here this evening if Mr Smith is to ve present |

B - -_,;),_;:

or deliver an eddfess., .

Very trukxyyours,

i R 'u-state_Seoretery,'P{O.S.Of A, .
CBH/IIH i e N
P.S. We made errorts to reach you by telephone all .- .-

Your phone did not anSWer.‘

sintaing Chalfont Aged l"elh I

ome.
.l . L
IO e

Haven for b:othor- '
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SUBJECT:  ° CERAID L. KO SMITH . e =R
- , $ AMERICA FIRST PARTY KEREN J"\tj ASSIFIED. -~
. . INTERNAL SECURITY - * -
SEDITION DME
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In!omants of the Detroit F:l.eld Diviai.on advise that
. Subject SMITH will leave Detroit on April 21 for the purpose of att.end:hg
. tha Intarnstiona) Conferance af the fnitad Matione which will begin in
San Francisco on April 25, 1945, Enroute to San Francisco, SMITH will
T stop at several citles for the purpose of holding meetings of his followers
. 7 and make spseches, The first meeting will bs held im the Century Room '
- of the La Salle Hotel, Chicago, at 3:00 PM and 8:00 PX on Sunday, April 22,
Because of the disturbances which attended SMITH'S meeting in Chicago on
March 15 his connection with the meeting on April 22 will be kept secret
and the meeting ostensibly will be held under the auspices of the "Veterans
of World War II." This is a fictitious organization existing in name only
and set up by SMITH.for the purpose of holding this meeting. Speakers at
the meeting in addition to the Subject SMITH will be CARL-¥OTE of Indiana- -
polis and DE ITH of Chicago. It is expected that about two hundred
fifty people y will a attend t.ho meeting. FREWSTER will presidc.
. 1 ,
- Ch April 23 or 24 SMITH will hold a neeting in St. Louil
at a place not definitely decided as yet. Informants believe it will be
either one of the two meeting places, the Kiel Auditorium or at the
DeSoto Hotel, RUTH-IOHBECK is said to be making the arrangements for the
Ste Louls meeting, 'After leaving St, Louis SMITH tentatively plans on '
stopping at Kansas City but informants did not now at this time whet, or

‘\
o

/o _ a2 77

On April 30, SMITH vri.l,l hold a neat.ing at. Denvor, Cole rado,

at. the tabernacle of Reverend HARVEY-SPRINGER, ~Arrangements for t

meeting are said $o have been made by KENNE + On leaving Denver,- :

SMITH has made tentative arrangements to hawv reeting within the succeeding .

few days at galt Lake City, Utah, providing neeusary arrangements can be

made there, KES and an individual named MAC KNIGHT, both of

whom are believed to be lawyers, are said to ha\ro btsrT trying to arrange AT .
i meeting at Salt Lake cit;. ; e N T a"o,,‘ £

) ) ;-\yx - SMITH planc on arriving at San Francisoo dur:lng the f:lrst } '
P /"_'y* ‘;; , Tew days of ‘May, 1945. He has tentatively planned to stay in San Francisce - /
)i (‘ y7,\ about thres weeks, During this period he contemplates holding a meeting

24 /M4 ¥ at Oakland, Californis, where a Mrs, TSSIG, formerly a member of the .=~

.'Z‘

RECO™T M mAAser Wl

Amarica First Ccmnitt.ee, w:lll make arrangements for such a meeting, -
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Letter to ths Director Re: GERAID L. K. SMITH
April 3, 1945 . AMERICA FIRST PARTY
INTERNAL SECURITY
SEDITION

SMITH 1is not believed to have any definite

for opposition to the activities of the San F‘rancisco Conforenco. At. tho
present tims he contemplates attending all the public sessions of the
conference and will attempt to learn from such sources as there are avallable
all information which he can concerning the activities of the conference

and its delegates, Since he has recently established the Nationalist News
Service, he may attempt to qualify his wife and Miss RENATA>TEGANT, his
secretary, as press representatives which would entitle them to attend
sessions of the conference that SMITH himself might not be able to attend
and in this manner get information which otherwise would not be availsble

to him, IECANT and Mrs, SMITH are accompanying SMITH to San Francisco

but it is not believed that he is traveling with anyone else.

E!
?
'.
J
.l-

The Chicago, St, louls, Denver, Salt Lake City, and San
Francisco Offices are requested to make arrangements for coverage of the
meetings above referred to and the reporting of what takes place at such
mestings, It should be noted that no surveillance of the Subject is
desired nor should any agents attend any such meetings but coverage should
be effected solely through informants, In the event that SMITH holds a
meeting at Kansas City the Kansas City Field Division is requested to make
arrangements for simllar coverage of such a meeting, In the event SMITH
holds only a press conference in that city it is requested that the Kansas
City Office report the results of such press conference as aet out in the

dally newspapers,

The San Franciaco Field Division is requested to leam through
informants the nature and extent of SMITH'S activities in that city in
comnection with the United Nations Conference but it is believed advisablo
that such information be obtained solely through informants.

As further information 1s obtained concerning the specific
dates and places of the meetings above referred to and any other contem-
plated activities of the Subject SMITH, the interested offices will be
notified by the Detroit Field Division.

p— . b ?dl
CC: Chicago
St. Louls
Kansas City

! Denver
Salt Lake City _
San Francisco . (.Lc'()
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, 'o have received inrormtion to the effect that Gerlld I-. K. Snith,
who you will recall is the head of the Amariea First Party in Detroit, Michigan,
will aitend the International Conference of the United Natlons in San Francisco,
California. Aceording to our scurce of imformation, Smith is not believed to
have any definite program cutlined for apposition to the activities of the
San Franciseo Conference, but does contemplate attending all the pudblie sassions
af the econference and will atterpt to learm from such sources as there are =
available all information he can concerning the activities of the conference and
its delerates, I% has been said that since Smith has recantly established the
Kationalist Kews Service he may attempt to qualify his wife and a Miss Renata
Le-:;ant, his secretary, as praess representatives, thus entitling them to atiend

. sessions of the confersnce which Smith himself might not de able to atiend and
in this manner gat.her information which otherliae would not. be nai].abla to him,
c Advice has also been received to the effect that Smith in a recent -

' ermtact with N-s, David Stanley of Cleveland, Chio, suggested that she and other
" pembers of her mothers! organization also go to San Francisco for the conference,
"apd Mrs. Stanley reportedly indicated that she would do so. VWe heve also beem
- . inform~d dbat at & meeting held in the home of lrs. Blanche Winters ¢ Detroit,

. MWehigan, on March 28, 1945, Ers. ¥inters stated that she, Vivian Yellems of
T Saugatuck, connoeticui ¥rs. Iyrl Yan #yning of Chieago and other ngticgal

"~ leaders of Mrs. Iinteu' pothers® organization were planning tg attdpd The San

Francisco Corferente and planned to piokot t.hc metlngs of. tha conferemo and

_‘_L P
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otherwise t_:reaw %:.a’nslrc'u:nm. AL - T L *:: .i~t. k v
: e It has also eniréf;ortred to thiu Burean t.hat. former emgmé@n :
lart!.n L. Sweeney roco%tly organized & group in Cleveland, Ohio, knofn e the -
. . %Intelligent American. Letgua ® Swoeney was reportedly formerly cObnected
Lo - Wil Fathe_rj_ouglz__l_i_n_snd_more rece eh « with Gerald L, K. Smith.: Accordigg .
k. Toieon & “;ﬂ oy ghobhp Lirst p of Sweeney's group it was deaided to
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o In the event further information 1s recelved by the Bureau relative -
to the enntemplated activities of the individuals mentioned cbon at the Ban ,
Francisco confarenee, 1t !'!.11 be mda anllabh to m. T
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- In futherance o.t}ho information relatlive to the above Subject coatained
"in the Detroit Field Division letter dated April 3, 1945, it has been learned -
through Informants of this Fleld Division that the Subject's meeting in Chicsge

will be held at the tims and place mentioned in the reference letter, The meeting
e held in St Louls will be in lssnm!ﬂv Room 2 at the Kiel Auditorium on

——— W F i Wenw sheww e W W Ve

24th, There will be no meeting at Kansas City but the meeting at Denver
be t the time and place set out in the reference letter, -

o
Ap

éa

SMITH is expected to arrive in Salt Lako City on llay 2 or 3, l9h5 and
-~ Informsnts believed that a meeting will be held that eity, probably at one of
CKNI

the local hotels, either on. 2o0r 3, 191.. Arrangements for this meeting are
be:l.ng nado through JEREMIAB/ TOKES and J, H GHT» -

Subisct SMYTH rill miv- in Qan anciacn en Msy L er 5. 1945, Hn has

W g Y Y s al T-a—u S a ———— i = FF —=i-v

not yet been able to locate a place to st.ay. Informnts state no definite plans
have a=s yet been made for the oontemplat.ed meet in Oaklan, a 1forni_9_, referred
to in the reference lettor. L -

B

, SMITH is expected to stay in San Franeiaea for aeveral wéeks, although
he has definite plans as to the length of his stay, After leaving San Prancisce
he A0 to Portland, Oregen to see the wife of former United States Senator
RUFUSYHOLMAN, She 1s the widow of former United States Senator LUNDEEN of
Minnésots. Informants believe that SMITH may hold a meeting in Portland and that
on his ret from the Pacific Coast he may y also hold a meet:lng in Bismarck, North
Dakota, ere he is expected to contact friends of former United States Senstor

‘ e He may also hold a meeting at Minneapolis on his way back te
Dat.roit. As further information 1s obtained concerning the meetings at Portland,
Bismarck, and Minneapolis, offices mori.ng thoae points will bo notified.

wnory-
i

As requestod in reference letter the Chicago, St. Louis, Denver, salt =
Lake City, and San Francisce Offices are requested to arrange for coverage and
reporting of the meetings above set cut but it is again being peinted out that

this oovorago should be offected sclely through Informants, Since no meeting is
being held by the Subject in Kansas City, the Kansas City Field Division is '
requested to report any press conference held by the Subject in that city as thd""_ ~
result of said conference may appear in the daily newspapers, The San Francisce
Field Division, while SKITH is in San Franclace, will effect such coverage of his
nct..tvit.:leo as is set out in the referonu lott.or.
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Letter to Director Re: OGERALD L. K. SMITH
L/11/45 AVERICA FIRST PARTY
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In all reports submitted by the above Field Divisions, the Detroit
Field. Division should be carried as the office of origin,

SMITH will also hold a meeting for his followers at the English Room

af tha Oanalr Nedillas Uatal Natwats at 2.0 am Arwd)l 10 10LE Ua -411
4. WY IASVA WEAUMLLAGYW LiVUuTiy WU&VJ.U’ av vcw y.m.’ Vi AMhdd &)y e J i S @ e

be the sole speaker and according to the card advertising the meeting will
discuss, "The Breton Woods - !Steal!, The Dumbarton - 'Hoax', and the Sam
Francisco « 'Sell-Qut!.* The card also states that this maeting is being held
on the eve of SMITH's departure for San Francisco and a West Coast speaking
tour and that he and ten instructed observers will study the San Francisce
United Nations Conference in behelf of twenty-cne Nationalists Groups, As far
as is known the only persons trsveling with SMITH on this trip tc the West Coast
will be his wife and his Secretary Miss RENATA ANT. Coverage of the Detroit

kel e T b alla b ad Alaroin ol T S aemiaa ™odemadd L ald Tl ed od men
WETLVLIE Wilil VU DllioLetl uu‘ougu uuuxmum-u U.l. ul UsuiOliv I'J.BLU ViV¥AiDBiVilg

SMITH will leave Detroit on April 21, 1945,

_atlh v .
g L1
s -
cc~Chicago
Ste lLouis
Kansas City
Denver
Salt Lake City
Sen Francieco
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O_ﬁiw Memomndum + UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT +

100-19‘7 !
DIRECTOR, FBI DATE: April 16, 1945 -7“5/
Q?ROM SAC, NBT YORK
ﬁ ?“’ L A
$ UBJECT 81D L.XK. %R{I'I‘H was.
b 7 ‘ J“JERICA FINET PARTY

£ INTERVAL SECURITY - G

P SRCURITY MATTER; SEDITION

J FFDVRAL CORRUPT PRACTICRES ACT of 1925
{Bureau File #62-43818)

Refaerence is made to the report of Special Agent

dated at Washington, D.C., March 7, 1945, in the above captionad ] 'by,,/
: rt gontained a leed for the New York Office to contactﬁ.
of tty/Anti-Nazi League, New York City, to determine the identivy
' e

s reported *» be erployed in the nffice of GERALD L.K.
SMITH by the AntlwMazi Leaguae.

In view of the relations betwean the Anti-Nazi ILeague and the
New York Field Division this lead is not being covered at the present time, -
It is believed that the Detroit Office may be in a position to ascertain
the identity of this person. No investigation will be conducted in this

matter by the New York Office unless specifieally requested by the Detrolt
Field Division. '

cc, =~ Detroit

All INFQUMATION CONTARIED
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sedieral Bureau of Investigation ‘ R
Huited States Bepartment of Justice e e
Detroit 26, Michigan e e
April 23, 1945 T :
ESSS
pres !
Director, FBI
Re: G L. x.osyrm, with aliases;
g T RICA FIRST PARTY I
N SEDITION yq ;b,,
' (62—1.3813- = ]\" "'
R ‘ r Sir
© g\g"i‘\. -
E ?} i 3' The following is on recaived concerning Jp n
< I phy Subject's activities f whose identity is (>
N3 j' .kngwn to the Bureau, during the per rom Apr to April 1945, ing
1 : Eg SMITH'S reaction to the death of President ROCSEVELT was that it
ggé 5{ a good thinz the President had died since it was a case of one man with
00 much authority for too long a period of time, SMITH stated it was apparent
that HITLER was now out and with ROOSEVELT dead it appeared that all those who

try to get all the power in their own hands, soon pass cut of the pictwre,

He felt that the death of ROOSEVELT left CHURCHILL and STALIN in bad shape
since to them it was like the death of Santa Claus. He felt that TRUMAN was
the best man on any of the tickets last fall and would make a better President
than WALLACE, He stated he was thankful that WALLACE had not been Vice Presi-
dent or the country would now be in the hands of the Reds.

SMITH received information from RALPEBRBAERMAN, his Washington
contact man, to the effect that President ROOSEVELT had been in very bad
" health for sometime prior to his death and that Mr. ROSENMAN had been signing
documents for the President. BAERMAN stated that HA HOPKINS was the most -
important man in Washington today since he alone knew of the commitments made
at Yalta but that BAERMAN did not know the relationship between HOPKINS and
President. TRUMAN. BAERMAN thought that TRUMAN was hated by WALLACE ard would

as = o —2h - - Ry e - - P s e s
have to get rid of WALLACE and other enemies within the Government or they

would ruin him, SMITH spoke to DG!LLQHBECK, his former secretary, who is now
in a conscientious objector camp, and LOHBECK stated that if President
ROOSKEVELT had died three months earlier, WALLACE would be President now and
there wouldn't be anything to feel relaxed about, SMITH considers ROOSEVELT'S
death to be a parallel to that of Judge EICHER, who was presiding at the fe
Washington sedition trial, since in both cases the individual had died before}
tcrowdn a.mund hi.m could put through the 1deaa they planned.
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Letter to the Director Re: GERALD L. K. SVITH, was, et al
April 23, 1945 INTERNAL SECURITY

~ SEDIT ION

As a result of President ROOSEVELT'S death, SNITH made some
changes in his monthly magazine, "Th®\Iross and the Flag," which was in
the course of preparation when the President died. He withdrew all
derogatory references to Mr. ROOSEVELT armd changed all items which were
outdated by the President's death, One of the articles which he prepared
following ROOGEVELT'S death stated that President TRUMAN had not been in
the confidence of President ROOSEVELT and knew little of what had been
going on in the White House or among any of the great powers. He stated
that ROOSEVELT had died with the secrets of the world on his heart. SMITH
stated that TRUVAN had not been ROOSEVELT'S cholce for Vice President, but
he had been farced onto the ticket by a coalition of Southern and Westem
Democrats and that everyone at the last Democratic Convention knew in
nominating TRUMAN that they were nominating the next President of the United
States. SMIMH stated that only God could save TRUMAN from the clutches of
the most ruthless and highly financed set of internat-ional conspirators the
world had ever known.

With reference to President TRUMAN, he stated that he was a
commoner, that "He's like us", and some might call him a hillbilly. SMITH
stated that "I'm for Grandma TRUMAN, if HARRY goes with Grandma, I'm for
him, but if he allows those seaboard sophisticates, London chiselers, Moscow
planners and Washingtion pinks to kidnap him, then I am against him, I will
assume that he is the prodigal son raised in the right family but drifted
into the wrong company.® later, SMITH commented that TRUMAN'S first speech
had been very good, emphasizing justice and the fact that the great powers
should serve the world and not dominate it.

Dr. m‘«ﬁ'ﬁm of Pontiac, Michigan, SMITH'S candidate for
Governor of Michigan on ‘tie AMERICA FIRST PARTY ticket last November, stated
he suspected that President ROOSEVELT was not really dead, that no one had
ever seen him lying in state in a casket and that the funeral had been con-
ducted very soon after his death. MARION felt there might be a diabolical
scheme backed by the Jews for the purpose of having ROOSEVELT re-appear at
some time in the future to become the head of the world government. SMITH
told MARION he would check through his Washington sources to learn if anyone
reputable actually had seen President ROOSEVELT'S body following his death.

SKITH is planning a trip to San Francisco for the purpose of
attending and observing the sessions of the United Nations Conference to
be held at that City. He has told informant he will report on the activities
of the Conference for twemty-six members of Congress, both Senators and
Representatives, and will also make reports to about 100 pericdicals. On
his way from Detroit to San Francisco, he will hold meetings of his followers

-2-
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o the Director E Re: GERALD L. K. SYITH, was. et al

Letter t
April 23, 1945 INTERNAL SECURITY
o SEDITION

e
at Chicago on April 22, St. Louis on April 24, Denver on April 30, and Salt
lake City on May 3. The meetings in these towns will be held respectively
at the IaSalle Hotel in Chlcago, assembly room number two of the Kiel
Auditorium in St. Louis, at Englewood Tabernacle of Dr. HARVEXSFPRINGER
in Denver, and at Hotel Utah at Salt Lake, City. SMITH expects to arrive
in san Francisco on May 6 and his length of stay in that City is indefinite.
He may also hold a meeting of his followers in San Francisco or (akland since
he has stated there are a lot of "old AMFRICA FIRSTERS" out there. He has

been unable o hotel accommodations as yet in San Francisco and has [ 7¢/
requested secretary to Senator HOMFR.FERGUSON of Michigan,
to obtain a room for him. SMITH will be accompanied by Mrs. SMITH

and his secretary, RENATA~LEGANT, SMITH planned to leave Detroit for the
start of his trip on April 21, 1945, .

Oon April 8, 1945, SMITH went to Buffalo, New York, to address
a conference on monetary problems sponsored by JOSEPH~QTOEPEL, a friemd
and associate of his who lives in Buffalo, This conference was held at
the Statler Hotel in Buffalo,

On April 19, SKITH held a meeting of his followers at the
English Room of the Book-Cadillac Hotel in Detroit. Accommodations were
provided for 350 people and the room was filled. SMITH was the only
speaker and he told his followers of his contemplated trip to the Pacifie
Coaat and also of the probable effect that the death of President ROOSEVELT
would have upon the future policies of the United States. Informant states
SMITH'S Chicago meeting on April 22 would be under the auspices of the
Committee of Veterans of World War II and that arrangements for the meeting
had been made by FREB-KISTER of Chicago, a friemd of SMITH'S. The speakers
would be CARL H.MQTE of Indianapolis and DEAN R SMITH of Chicago, both
close friends of SMITH, SMITH would also speak, although his name was not
mentioned in connection with the arrangements made at the meeting places,
The St. Louis meeting is being held under the sponsorship of the "National

Twmamnpanne Aamnlitbani wihiah 1o mald A roarwasarnk ftwoanto_Aarna natianal tad
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" rangements for the Salt lake City meeting were made through
% a friend of SMITH, who is located at 218 Atlas Building, b?(/
Salt e Ciltys. .

SVITH has been in contact with various associates and nationalist
leaders in recent weeks. DON LOHBECK, hls former secrstary, was in Detroit
some weeks ago and SMITH also contacted him when he spoke at Buffalo, New
York, on April 8, An individual na.me- whose first name informant did b?c_/




Letter to the Director Re: OERALD L. K. SNITH, was, et al

April 23, 1945 INTERNAL SECURITY
: SEDITION

F : GEORGE, _VOSE,

{ as been t.ry g to develop as an organizer of the Nationalist
Veterans of -iorld iar II was in Detroit recently and in contact with SMITH,
The~dewish Sentinel, a Chicago newspaper which has frequently attacked:
SMITH, is reported to have recently published an article stating that
VOSE had received a dishonorable discharge from the United States Army.
SUITH believes that VOSE has a good basis for a libel suit against this
paper since VOSE'S discharge from the United States Army was honorable,

An individual na.med- representing the Jewish Press and
Publicity Service, which publishes a paper known as "The Day" at 60 East )
4L2nd Street, New York, attempted to interview SMITH but was not able to do / ]
80, AN, a Detroit lawyer who representa the mother of
was in contict with SMITH recently for the purpose of giving him gome in- { \
formation which HARLAN stated would be of value to him, GRORCE.MATNS of
Flint, ¥ichigan, contacted SMITH from Washington to state that he had spent \ \
soms time with Justice FRANK PHY ard had %gotten the low-down'" on the
Washington situation as it existed following the death of President
ROOSEVILT. MAINS is known to be a reporter for a Flint newspaper, a
national organizer of the Blue Star lMothers and a Captain in the Michigan
State Troops. An individusl named JACOB, evidently from out-of-town,
whose full name was unknown to informant, was in contact with SUITH on
April 9. BERNARD™BOMAN, SUITH'S former assistant who left his employ in
N?VGIIDBP of J.‘j% and spenr, several months in rexas, has now rem:lrneu to
Detroit and was in contact wdth SMITH, ,SMITH also spoke to FREDTKISTER
“‘ahd of Chicago, and CARI.“-MO'I'E of Indianmapolis, in connection
with meetings on April 22, 'He received a letter from PARK
former sedition trial defendant, advising that SAGE was not connected in any -
way with HOMER-MAERTZ and that SAGE would attend the San Francisco Conference.

GRORGE-ECSTER of Chicago, ahead of t "Gonstit.utional Americans®
and a former close friend of SMITH'S, has recently beeqme unfriendly to

h E e Al o s vl mlre m demfovemand AT woe ah_
D&.lln uﬁ ﬂ ‘ v; u-‘-u UL ﬂUn.B uLDdsl cmlw WWIU"LI VU peyoy Ulmllv . WAL LIl WG QW

sent from Detroit from April 12 to April.15, inclusive, during which ! ime v
he visited his mother and father at Delavan, Wisconsin, Informant was not ﬁv J
able to learn much concerning SMITH'S receipts through the mail, On April }74
11 the receipts were $28,50, SMITH stated that he had recelved over 300

responses from his followers up to April 18, 1945, although informant did



Letter to the Director Re: GERAID L., K. SMITH, was. et al

April 23, 1945 INTERNAL SECURITY
‘ SEDITION

not know the total amount of money received. SMITH has been endeavoring to
cut down his expenses somewhat, stating that during the summertime the in-
come would be smaller and he wanted to reduce the expenses as much as
possible. The payroll for extra help at his office during one week in

April was £228.,0. An additional report to be sent to one of the Congressional
committees investigating campalgn expenditures was received by SVITH during
the early part of April and he advised DON LOHBECK to sign his name to the
bottom of three or four blank pleces of paper so that when "they send in

that report," evidently referring to the report required by the Congressional
committee, they can have his signature for it. SMITH continues to seml out
large quantities of literature. He sent 100 copies of his April letter to
S.OO/');‘A;DMN, 11 Twelfth Street, SE, Rochester, Minnesota, and distributed
LOO0 copies of a book by BERTHA-TLEBE at his Detroit meeting on Thursday nizht.
He has ordered 2,000 copies of a book by ~SDUTHARD of Chicago (pmbably
the book "Forty Years of ROOSEVELT®"), but has only received 1,000 so far,

He 1s arranging with DON LOHBECK to publish some sort of pamphlet written
by a person calling himself YAMERICANUS.™ He plans to start a subscription
campaign for his magazine on April 20,
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April
18th-
1945

Mr., J. Edgar Hoover

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C,

Dear Mr. Hoover:

Attached 1s a photostatic copy of a letter which speaks for
itself. The letter is singular in several respects:

l, There had been no arrangement for me to speak
in Philadelphia as the letter suggests,

2, I am convinced that no representative of your

Department attempted to coerce the management
of the building referred tc in an attempt to

prevent my speaking in Ph&}ad*ia&é&*‘“‘“‘ﬂﬁ%éﬁ;hﬁm-

3. I have confidence in you to believe that y ’pu fL
would not participate in any plan to deny ‘an 73
American citizen his civil liberties, .

It is my personal opinion that someone in Philadelphia 1is
impersonating a representative of your Department.

May I have an early reply from you concerning this matter,

. SincgTrely yours

,* o

4 __GERAL L(:g.HITH
ouxs Mmmsz:se TN TN w >
el UL

Bmu,rﬁ.é#f.

L ,NJ—/‘ ‘/-’/’(5

o N
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e : April
: 19th

1945
ir, J. Edgar Hoover ALL INFORH2TI2X CONTAINED

Federal Bureau of Investigation menp FCr D0 ACRETIE )
Washington, D. C. RERESE » Loouivshi :
NATE ohe don T cPprahl
Dear Mr, Hoover: AL (qﬁzdyz_ D S8R M
Ay

Attached 1s a carbon copy of a letter I sent to you on
April 18. After the original letter was in the mail we
discovered that through a clerical error the photostat
referred to was not enclosed, The letter is being photo=-
stated and the copy will be rushed to you within seventy-
two hours. I do enclose, however, a typewritten copy of
the letter which is now being photostated. This will
help you to interpret the meaning of the letter I wrote

you on the 18th, copy of which I attach he ewith. .

b

: Zwl
As soon as the letter referred to is phot%évated, it w;::=EA\\
be returned to Philadelphia.

Sincerely yours,
: ’ L/ J L L
at Ftres- z;;

Y Y
!’Iﬁ!‘&’ ‘70 | GERALD ¥, K2 SMITH
GLKS:L B

y 5 Yoz
5 EXE - -
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Federal Bureau of Investigation ' o N
washington, D. C, - - I ' N

‘Doar'lr; Hoover:

Attached 18 a photdatatié copy of a letter which upoik- for
itself. The letter is singular in saveral respectss :

1. There had baen no arrangement for me to speak
> in Philadelphia &3 the letter suggests.

2. I am convinced that no representative of your
Department attempted to coerce the managenent
of the building referred to in an attempt to
prevent my speaking in Philadelphia.

" 3. I have confidence 1n you td believe that you
would not participate in any plan to deny an .
American citigzen his civil libcrties.\y w

* i
* &
t

It s my personal opinion that someone in Philadelphia ig -
impersonating a representative of your Departnent.; i

Kay 1 have an early rebiy'rrou'you conéerning this matt?r,; ,
- ;_; Lo L, o ‘ _;Jj:Q.rj_f;;' - Sinceroly.yourb;'
" S : Lo LS R PU P
N » .7 GERALD L. K. SMITH =~ _ Lo
. 2 ) . _.'ﬂ ;, , K B , . - ‘_ - . ‘ ‘ . I.- S kd L ‘ -. ., ‘
GLKS :L B N : . .\-' ' A" & ‘,-"_ . i ‘-:: . " AT ‘ . T - .".7"-". F."'—f , ) . ‘ f_, R - b
~Bnel., L - ST L T - . _
. S e NAnMIT DVTAIMTD
S T A”. "grﬂ.a?ldﬂ [:i:-ﬁ'-:i;%mcﬂ
S e DT ' ' RT26 0 L a7 g e '
i ' RERE:: L nbLAdSiED

 DATE /o By s2gorgpoc-
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4 Note: Original i(ry'of following letter‘is ﬁg,pg photostated.
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STATE CAMP OF THE PATRIOTIC
ORDER SONS OF AMERICA

Office of the State Secretary

Sons of America Building' T T

1317-19 N, Broad Street
Philadelphia 22, Pennsylvania

Aprfifizg,zéhs

-

JMrs, Lilliaﬁ{E?rks, Secretary

. Current Events* Club e
17-19 N, Broad St. -

Philadelphia, Pa.- ‘

Dear Madam:
Several complaints havé reached our holding meetiﬁgs in our

Building, through membe of the FN§ apd otherwise. Today they ad-
vise us the Rev, Geral m is to » hers this evening.

I am compelled under ¢ . », capcel the lease, and advise
you that we cannot pe ng herw'this evening if Mr. Smith is
to be present or deli er - . . ' .

A

Veryfiruij yours,
/s/HC. B.&Qﬁ}ma.'

State Segretary, P.0.S. of A.
CBH?MIH o | |
P.S. We made ta each youlby tplephﬁne‘all afyerpoon.. xour

o

7'&__

ML REORATION CONTANE
N
DATE. rof2fte. M2
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§- 7 Post Office Box 4%
i Detroit, Michigan

Dear Sir:

Iamin recdpt ot your hthﬂ datod Aprﬂ. 18 end Aprid 19, 1945.
with enclosures. :

-3

!¥ou may be assured that the sssumptions you set forth in your letter
of April 18 are oarrect; 1.e., no representative of this Bureau has st sny
tine attempted to occerce the management of any building to prevent your speak-

ing in Philadelphia or engaged in any activities doeignod to dw an American
citisen his oivil 1iberties.’

I aprrecliate your bringing thia matter to uny attention so that yan
will have no question concerning the policies of tho BI.

Very truly ;wrc,

—_— o A Directar R
ec - Philadelphia {with & ) SRR «- o -
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_FROM :  Je F- HWO?*/ o 7Ca11: 11:50 an '

SRR JRH1CAB 3
sUBJECT: GERALD L. x@mm e EE T e e e e - wro Lagg_-
. Wr. Rosen
At the above time T spoke with SAC Se&rs, Philadelphia Field =~ &

Division regarding the captioned individual, Mr. Sears stated that at no I Gnan

time_was ¥ told by an FBY agent that Smith was to speak.at a meeting - Tmon

of the Current Events Group, Helms' only information on this was a tele- . Quinn Tam__

phone call and he his stated the wording of his letter to Mrs, Lillian ~  w. jese——
,..Parks was chpnect, Mr. Sears fumished t.he detai.ls as follow"""“"‘_“ _' Vi canty—

last sumner, Sgecial Agent of t.he Ph:.ladelphla Oﬁ.‘ice,
called on Helms. At the present tim on_a plant ‘and was on his way to

that Dlant and could pot be reached by noon.Fﬁ_s‘:.tq‘gﬁemmconcemm The
\current. Events Grcrup the\Blue Star Mothers, During the conversationﬁu
reported as _saying the group was reportedly. anti~Semitic, reportedly p L7b
and as having intimated that the-Patriotic Order Sons of America would be bett.er i
" off without this Mr. Sears sta ed that alt,horucrh he has not yet talked

Dersmally to
- Order Sons of

Gﬁ
B

.

had numerous telephme Qalle regard!.ngﬁt.he gurrent ernts . Group

and progressivc became annoyed with this matter. On April 13, 1945, he re-
} ceived an anonymous telephone call from a onetic), who said. tha.t ‘
I Gerald L. ¥ Smith was going-to-address the group meeting that nights. H‘ﬂ.m; };} o
! which™fs~ T the Bureau's possession, to Mrs. 1illian Parks s which was_hended . 3o
thmmﬂrfmd that’night. ‘]ha balance or_ the rent was refunded and

the 1@:.9&93129 i e e L T e

: Earlier on Apnl 13 1945, Helms called
Layorsamuels, and advised him of the telephone ca
some squad cars and detectives up here tonight.n
group was a trouble maker and had been put out of
does not recall any visit or others of the }nti—Defamation
Ccuncil. ST S Lot }’,-.A'*-'Lm,;

: Regarding Mr. Helms' letter to Mrs. Lillian Parka dated April 53 ’
stating "Several complaints have reached us against your holding meetings
building, through members of the FEI and otherwise. Today they advise us tijs
Gerald’ %_i_._th_ is to speak here this evening", Helms stated the ageni.made.no g
co'nplaint as such but did state the group was reportedly anti-Semiti¢ and T

ro-c—erman. Helms further advised that if thia group was being investigatefl

T DL NFORMATION CONTRERE™ w’gﬂg—f

REUCUSD /58 Sojettey
soun 1IN BISED 7 17 G

B P TP L N
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MFEMORANDUM FOR ¥R. LALDD

the FBI, as was obvious, he manted to and still dees want to cooperate, He said h17/
use of the word "complaint® in his letter is unfortunate and not exactly correct. !
He stated he was at no time told by an agent that Smith was to speak, his only i
scurce of information being thé above-mentioned telephone call,

iR 27 257 1915, fm*_

m, who stated her husband wds & member of
e Patriotiec Order Sons o erica. wone stated the Current Events Group consisted

of all good Catholics and nice people and she argued generally in their favor,

k)
——————

7/

Helms sent a letter yesterday to Mayor Samuels, stating he canceled ':,he')?l
lease of the Current Events Club and that he had talked to*who had ad- I
vised that this group was put out of the Adelphia Hotel, whil not the case,
elms stated in this letter that he had been approached by Christian elements and
asked for an explanation; further, "I can only say that agents of the FBI had ad-
vised me they were pro-Nazi but my informants tell me this is not the case but /
they are a group of Catholic ladies.....opposed to the so-called New Deal and to !/
some extent in opposition to radical Jewish elements.," Helms stated he wanis to J{
give everybody a falr chance to have his say.

¥r, Sears stated he was not worried about Helms' letler tc the Mayor
since the Philadelphia OI7icé 18 very Iriendly with the yayor's office. Mr, Sears

stated In conclaslon that the’ 81tuaticm can be summed _up as set out in the‘?irst
paragfaph 6f This memorandum,” "7 " s

I adyised Mr. Sears_that it would no}. ha,,necessazy‘ for.Snec:.alAgﬁntF 1
to submit an explanatich “bat_he.should be adpopishbed.against. being indiscreet
his_questic n?ngs. o .

A o

b7v

Attached for your approval is a suggested reply to Smith.

Attachment.,
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Form No., 1

, THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT IETRDIT. MICHIGAN ‘ ) DETROIT rie no. 62'%

REPORT MADEAY . - " . . OATK wHEN MADE - | PERIOD POR 2] rerorTMADERY % c '-b?e/’ :
A WHICH MADE - BN Con 4

DSTROLT, MIGHTGAN | h/19/k5 o033, - v BIG

M i , ‘I‘b/"’s CHARACTER or ca.n

CER.ALD L. SHITH, ‘lith aliasel, i.‘;--.,,, T B F'E-DERAL (‘A)RRUPT P‘RACTICEU ACT

ui.ian.mu !'u(bl' PARTYI .

SYNOPSISOF FacTS: Sinco his re‘ from Texas several mont,ha
: ; BT ALNR \n\u I.-- haam VTLewdn at hia
N ﬂsu, WO Sk ¥ 1T L1 lhl--

former DetrOKN address, 603 Philip Street. - _

Is reported to be planning to set up a e
. shop for mimeographing and printing and is -~ ™. -
s R known tc be in contact with his former - = .-
- " employer GERALD L., K. SMITH for the purpcse -
of obtaining business from SMITH, Records
of Michigan Secretary of State indicate .~ = .
certification of candidates filed by . ., .
America First Party on August 3, 1944 which
includes SMITH as nominee for President,

REFERENCES: Bureau Fﬂe 62—143818 e / Yeil
(ﬁ o L 2 N P * 2t [ _, . S 4
ST T Bureau lotter datod January 30, 1945 to R

o Washington Fleld Division copy to Detroit L
_ Fiom muss.on. ' o

R R S T

 Teletype from Detroit Fleld mv_i,ion d,t,,d ‘.. T
April 2, 19&5 to the Bureaus .. L

U -lBureau letter dated April 9, 19h5 to t.he | MO TR
T e ' o Det.roit Field Division. A." ot o " PR SRR

4
omsrre. Lt i rpemATM  MTO v
unj.alw: T - I DeIRUil, MilblGAaw @ .7 - f T 2

r_ 1

| TEmE QA e e
| op e i -‘7‘?‘5)%’-—‘706 ,j -
: COPIES OF THIS REPORT o - .

(5 bureau [y N,
Fostroit s copiss mmmf AL mmnmrﬁiﬁ 0

ot F7 24
Lo AT 208 oLt AP utm:-‘;!r\ et ﬂemrir
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-
i,

' __—_ _whose identity is known to
the pureau, confirms/what has stated concerning
- DOMAN and indicates that DOMAN ha= besn requent contact with SMITH and '

apparently 1s on excellent terms with him, DCMAN has not, however, given any b,)D
indication that ho aco Q. nerk for SNITH as his Socretary and -

'In connection with the various reports, which the subject
SMITH has been required to file with Campaign Expenditures Committees of the
United States Senate and House of Representatives, Informant ZMI states that -
- SMITH has recently been preparing an additional report for submission o one of -
these Congressional Committees although Informant did not know nes JIn
the same connection SMITH recently advised his wife to have DO HBECK, his

Prwman Canmatbtamwr mha e o nmasant i1n o8 NManeasiantisane Nhlantam amrn In Naw Tawle
AVTTRD SECITaly WAk 46 Gv pPIvellv aji @ LUuBLiSRvALuE UL gelvus vamp 2 see (Vin

State but who was In Detroit for a few days recently, to "sign his name to the
bottom of three or four blank pieces of peper so when they send in that report,
they can have his signsture on it.® Informant believed that the report, whieh
SMITH was referring to, was the abovn-msntionod report being sent to th. -
Gongressional Comittne.

: L S Investigation by Spec:lal Agmt”t L’axi;ing,' | .LO C/
Hichigan, i.ndicates that the certification of candidates the AMERIGA BN
FIRST PARTY with the Wichigan Secretary of Stste at Lansing, Ilichinn. on o

August 3rd contains the name of CH:‘.RALD L. K. SMITH as the Part.y'u nominee for -
President of the United States, The certification states that each candidate .
listed thereon has been notified of his candidacy &nd is agreeabls to such _
nomination, ' The certjification, which is dated A“W 2, 1944, is appareﬂtly '

slgnea ny KENNETH l.- JEEER as Chairman and RENATHLEGANT as becret-aﬁ and is
notarized by JAMES ? KEATING, Notary Public for Wayne County, Michigan,




i,

(DE 62-1126)

| mef the Conpiiing Division of the Secretary of state JD?C’
ce, t G. T. HARTMAN, Deputy Secretary of State at Lansing, - ™

Hichigan, is the proper person to aubpoem in the event it is desired that t.ho
above-mentioned certification be produced in courts The above information ."
concerning this certification was furnished to the Bo.reau by thp Det.roit Fio]d
Division by letter dated February 10, 191,5. C o _ S
In view of the in.fomtion aat. out in t.he nferonco
telct.ype and the reference Buresu letter dated April 9, 1945, DOMAN is not
being interviewed at present and no further action is being taken by the Detroit
Field Division in this matter pending receipt of advice from the Buresu as to
whether or not DOHAH should be 1nterv1eued.
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DETRO ROIT FIELD DIVISIOH T e
T T mml'r, ucnmw. w111 conduct such !‘urther :l.nvu- A
t.j.gation in t.he inatant. mt.tor as may be spocified by the Buruu. Sl
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> - Assistant Attorney Oenersl Tom C. Clark . April 30, 1945
IG :
‘Q John Ed,gar Eoovor - Dhoctor, Fodoral Burun of Invuti.zutien ‘
i f QERALD L. K. SWITH | _' S E - @
7 AMTRICA FY3ST PARTY ‘ S e T
FEDERAL oonmpr PRACTICES Ac‘r oF 1925 T
e . Reference is made to my memorandua dated April 20, 19L45, wherein
v ﬁg’ou wers fumished information relative to t.ha 'abon captionad natt.or. ' _
S J Por your further information, there is enelosad herewith a capy of
. . the investigative report submitted by Special Agent dated Co
~ April 19, 1945, at Detroit, Michigsn. _ _b?'-/' ;
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’ In furtherance of the :l.n.fomation contaimd in Detroit 7
Field Division letters of April 3 and 17, 1945, relative to the activities
of the Subject SKITH, it has been learned that the meeting of his follow-
ers which SMITH will hold in Selt Lake City will be at the Hotel ‘Utah on

May 3, 1945, at 8:00 p.m. It is believed that this will be a rather small
meeting and probably no more than one hundred peraons will attend.

L : K - _Arr ments for the meeting have bedn made through :
* and&of Salt Lake City. .37(/
. As requested in the letters above referred to, the - N
Salt Lake City ?1@1(1 Division will arrange for covering and reporting this
meeting but it is again being pointed out that this coverage should be
effected solely through mrormnts and no Agents should attend such meet—
ings. L _

o o !o'survei.ilanco ‘of Subject SITH is doaireci durthg his -
stay in Salt Lake. , o S - ' a
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‘ “'J Jﬁce Memomndz&m . UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

E : Direct.or, FBI - -? A“ 3 T * '_ DATE: llay 5, 19&5
FROM Ql@fé Detroit -~ - . o '___ .
SUBJECT ;ERAID LokPam L S
QimrIch FIRST PARTY T e
INTERNAL SECURITY - SEDITION L -

t M

/.,q' ' We are in receipt of a 1etter dated April 13, 1945 from the Sts Louis

Field Division requesting advice as to whether recordings made of a
p"'./ meeting held by the Subject SKITH in St, Louis on February 17, 194k
should be retained or may be destroyed by that Office.- The St. Louis)’
-letter states that a full account the meeting was set out in the
report of Special Agent ﬁd&ted Varch 6, 194k at Ste  b7c
Louis, L’issouri. . _ '7 llﬁ .tl . '

In view of the fact t.hat any decision as m@ prosecution of
the Subject will possibly be made by the Depart the guestion of
whether the evidence referred to in the St. Louis Field Division
should be retained is being referred to the Bureau for a decision and
it 1s reguested that the St. Louis and Detroit Field Di\n.sions be ad-
vised as to what. decision is arrived at by you. ' ,

_.b?c/

s> m’m ATION cunmum
S HERRR T ELASSIFED
nmu;»;; Bmmm-.

. - . o/
- R . il
. L . w- . . * . *
[P SRR LT ’ Hﬂ""'rr'

“‘”’””’ 13 ey & 1945 T

Fﬁ-ﬂwﬂ'—‘ o
AY
-
‘u’>

S v m i e S e, CTRE pAl fp BR L a3 o T i R T RGBT e s i e e W R e



.. ( :. ‘f l 4
I |
EFBiaop - ) o
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, 81C, Detrolt June 2, 1916
EECORDED
—_—

John Bdgar Hoover, Dirootor,_ Yederal Burssu of Investigntion

] - EX ~ . - - w Gmm L. ‘. m A S -_7 ’ "‘. TSR AL e :_‘,‘,‘.!y L B “"‘"-‘.'.-“""Z'\"“':,,_ '%quf‘ ‘.:,',_—, R
| | AMERICA FIRST PARTY T e
~ INTERMAL BECURITY - BEDI‘I'ID' '.

: Reforence is made to your lstter dated May S. 19115. roqusnng

advice 83 to whether the recordings mnde of the meeting held by subjecs

::nh in 8%, Louis, liuourl, on robnmv 17, 154k, should be retained or
stroyed,

' Inasmuch as we are -un ncunly investigating Sm:th, it i.l nod
- deaired that these records or any other evidencs relating to this case be

destroyed or otharwise dupoud of at the presant time,

 so-8t. Louis

ALL INFGoY {mm “UNT‘INED

51 '1,. . HEREM e Uil "'Su!ir,ED e
o4 SRR . DATE %&#ﬁb BYstsex é[«c

ESEEERSNEENEENE




. . ._ ﬂ e e }m{-__,_w,‘_u_‘
Olﬁce A/Iemomndum . UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

100-17175

TO NTREATA
o W

ﬂ FROM : GUY HOTTEL, SAC WASHINGTON FIELD DIVISION

SUBJECT: _(opaATd L. Ké' SMITH

' A'ERICA FIRST PARTY
FEDERAY, CORRUPT PRACTICES ACT OF 1925
Bureau file 62-43818

Reference 18 made to Bureau letter to this office dated Marech 20.
1 requesting a revision of the undated report of Special Agent
made at Washington, D.C. the period for which was February
to include only information relating to GERAID I. K. SMITH and the
America First Party in connection with the Federal Corrupt Practices Act

Of 19250

L7¢

There are transmitted as enclosures to instant letter pages 1,h4,7,
14,and 17 which should be inserted in copies of this report by offices receiving
this letter. The four copies of the report which were returnsd to this office
by the Bureau have been revised and are also belng transmitted herewith to the
Bureau as an enclosure to this letter together with the revised pages for
the additional copy of instant report which was retained at the eau,

The Detroit, New York and San Antonio Field Divisions are being
transmitted resnectlvely 3, 2, and 1 revised coples of corrected pages to
instant report, Alsoc being transmitted to the DBureau herewith are the additional
enclosures listed in the revised copy of instant report. Coples of instant
reports in the thhington Field Dlvision have been revised in conformity

Ly

with Zureau instructions,.

This matter is being considered Referred Upon Completion to
the O0ffice of Origin.

Encls. _ -\~ W W
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1 Assistant Attamay Ceneral Tom C, Clark April 205 1945
$' .

) . P
e B e S owtor, P, JNERAATION EONTAINED

L R B e an s

* 7 was properly registered in Texas as & political pariy.

Smith was the official eandidate of the Ameriem First Party in Kichigan in tha
recsnt Presidentis] election, There is on fils with the Seeretary of State at -

langing. Michigan. the cartificats of candidates f1lad by the Amsrics First

_ 7 r WA YAESE VR LD W

- party under date of Avgust 3, 1944, Tds cartiffcate of candldates inelndes
~ Smith 38 nomines for President, The certificate 1s signed by Kemneth C, Weber,

of smh’ Lamw, lﬂ.chigan, is
with this mtters . .

" 1isted on page 17 of this s In your examination of Special Agent
"« Yeport, you will note on page 13 information is set fo L
under date of January 13, 1945, Suith commmicated with ,
Clerk of the House of Representatives, Washington, D, C., a
statenent of receipts and expenditures of the America First Party from Novembar

7, trough December 31, 1944, Smith at the sane time also e the reason.
for ks delay in filing this 5&‘5&‘--?.-_‘;. S O ST
-'._“ - 1In view of the fact that the America First Party has been determined

L be a
. you a¥e requoested to advise whether further investigstion should be conducted

A gmen s RS NGUSSFIED

Irquiry by the Bureau's Detroit Office has disclosed that Gerald L. K, /'

" Ghairman, and Renata Legant, zed by Jmes ¥, Keating,
"~ Notary Publie, Wayne County, Compliancs Division,
Secretary of Statets 0ffice, has advise e s
in o

g ey

w0 poterence 4s made to my memorandim dated March 24, 1945, with wdeh -
SRR furnished a copy of the investigatiwe repart submitied by Special Apent
o dated Karch 2, 1945, at San Antordo, Texas, This report, you

,u'rorthmformdmtouloffmmtth.mrim t Party

Ten -
S

political party and since the resson far Smith's failuve to file the . -~ .
d of political parties on Jamuary 1, 1945, has besn ascertained,

‘in this nabter, - I the event you dre desirous of further investigetion, I - =

would appreciate your'advising me whether you believe Bernard Smithts """
- forney setretary, shauld bé -in! pwed, In this connection it sh be noted
that Doman:1s sgaln §n. contact witlGnith and attempting to secure Smithts
printing businese. for hia pew pyinting gstebliatment, Because of this business
& Pregpociation’ gnd also beca 1o, lofizer has access to Swith'a books and
k! Corfe 1t doss not Apte: #9:woudd Yésable to or would willingly sh
. Olavi ! . .
£ D talthltdon of b e, (g st ation, ! W
wr! Ty T IDTUres % H 2 BEw, 4y ey 2 \
W tpan W FECERAL BURSAL O lf-\-‘FE'i(z§l.‘ “e ey,
W Penmangear— " U . peppRTaes T s e I % g}ﬂ W
Mr. quinn Temn_ )3 . e Shana | U o \/ ]
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.NEFT LJKE CITY ,‘5-5—45'“ 9-50 AM_FR

URGENT

“¢§£PR AND SACS SAN FRAN$%§CO AND- DETROIT
% GERALD L. Ke LSMITH ‘KNERICA FIRST PARTY i INTEPNA

A UNTON PACI

=i
-t
Y
-3
20

AM, MAY SIXTH.' SUBJECT AND WIFE OCCUPY COMPARTMENT B, CAR

LEGANT OCCUPIES LOWER FIVE, CAR NAUGHT ONE NAUGHT.

"'-!
1
.T-(:l
C' I
|-'1
( f )
13
"tJ

" ONE | PERSONS COVERING THE ACTIVITIES OF THE PEACE CONFERENCE

Y. HE ALSO CLAIMS HE Is TO sua MIT A CONFIDENTIAL e

ON PEACE CONFERENCE ACTIVITIES T@ TWENTY THREE MEMBERS OF
.‘ S, INCLUDING SIX SENATORS.; HE PLANS TO REMAIN IN SAN FRANCISCQ
ROXIMATELY FIVE WEEKS, WHEN HE WILL RETURN TO DETROIT, MAKING A-

h'n ,:a.

N ROUTE FOR SPEECHES AND CONFERENCES AT VARTOUS POINTS UHICH

s

‘IDERS STRATEGIC. IT IS KNOWN HE PLANS TO STOP IN SALT LAKE,x

' ”IS RETURN.’ SUBJECT HAD NO HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS SAN FRANCISCO
OF DEPARTU E rpn X R

4n

AL

s
{ ‘:-'
R ‘b

N SUBJECT, HIS WIFE, AND HISOSECRETARY RENAT “ILGANT, FEMALE, N

N PRESS CONFERENCE HE WAS GOING TO saN FPANCISCO .

‘RT? A;EZWAS TO‘H A 'A STAFF OF o

Pl
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material available for release to you,
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, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.
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be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI.
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Oﬁice Memomndum

TO : The Dn'ector, Federal Burean of Inveat.igatim DATE: May 1, 1945 “

i

FROM : Tom C. Clark, Assistant Altorney General X TCC:SPMsesw =~ :
LO O \ 146-28-48 . T

SUBJECT: Gerald L. K. Smith; America First Party - e
Federal Corrupt Practices Act of 1925 o T

It appears from your memorandum of April 20, 1945, that/ \ice Cans,
the Americe First Party filed with the Clerk of the House of ;
Representatives on January 15, 1945, the statement of reca:.pt.sk—--.,._u_____
and expenditures which should have been filed on Jamary 1, 1945,
pursuant to the Federal Corrupt Practices Act of 1925.

. With the filing of this report by the America First Party
thaere remains only & technical violatiocn of the statute for
failure to file this report on Janusry 1. Inaasmuch as it does
not appear that a successful criminal prosecutien could be based
on such & technical violation, no further investigat.ion is desired

in this matter. The Departmentie file on & possible violation
of the Corrupt Practices Act is being clesed.

4
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£ 8AC, Detroit ay 19, 1948

gl

John Edgar Hoover, Director - Federal Bureau of Invecugauod

GSALD L, K. SUITH; AMZEICA FIRST PARTY
Federal Corrupt Practices Act of 1925

' is made to the investigetive report subaitted by Speclal Lre
Lgm# dated April 1, 1945, at Detroit, Eichigan, in the above-

captio .

- You are advised that this report was furnished the Criminal Divisica
of the Department for its consideration in eonjunction with the others made
available in this case and an opinion as to whether further investigation was
desired. Ry meaorandum of recent date, advice was recelved as followss

"It sppears froa your memorandum of April 20, 19,5, that
the America First Party filed with the Clerk of the House of
Reprosentatives on January 13, 1945, the statenment of receipts
and expenditures which should have been filed on January 1, 1945,
pursuant to the Federal Corrupt Practices Act of 1925,

"With the filing of this report by the Anerica First Party
there renalns only a technical violation of the statuts for
fallure to file this report on January 1. IXnasnuch as it does
not appear that a successful eriainal prosecution could be based
on such a technlical violation, no further investigation is desired
in this matter, The Department's file on a possible viclatioa
of the Corrupt Practices Act is being closed,® v

In view of the above expression of opinion by the Criminal DMvision,
no further investigstion 1s desired for the purpose of developing a Corrupt
Practices Act vilolation against the subject or his America Pirst Party,
However, you should continue to follow S:ith's activities and those of his
organisation in the case captioned, ®Gerald L. K. Sxith, The America Pirst

Party; Internal Security, Seditiocn.* | | :
. | R ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
| .3 HEREM I8 ZHCLASSIIED
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GERALD L, K. SMITH, nth a].i.uu;

A FIRST PARTY SECURITY MATTER ~ SEDITIDI

-(_‘

synoesisoFFAcTs:  Subject SMITH held an America Fl.rst Party -oot:lng CoeT
' April 24, 1945 at the Kisl Auditorium, Saint Imis, : s

Moe; attendance approximately 800, Subjoct uailod

o the British, the Russians, the "Jewish Commnists,®

. "the international conspirators,” ss well as Us 3o
| ST T o res maliow,  Substantial collection aken and |
: - B8 Wuin seviaa v Oubab w. “ B
r’port on the San Franciaeo Conference, - 1-:““"
T CREAT —~1ON CON A w‘

m‘éf; R bt ‘..l‘-\.‘:SIFIED

-

_ A S
REFERENCEs f Letter from Detroit to the Bureau dated 4~3-45,
S (TN PRI R €161,
DETATISs At Saint Louis, Missourls P ame - ——udy v

7 g GERALD L, K, SMITH held an America First Party meeting
T April 24, 1945 at 8 pem. in the Kiel Auditorium, Hall
TN s Noe 2, Saiut Iauin, lliasour:!.. Adniasi.on was by card .

- g §/J ,
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o The Saint Louls Star-Times dated April 25, 1945 carried = .-
the following comment concerning the SKITH meeting on April 24, 19455 =
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GERALD L., K. summmrmmmsm; 700 ATTEND

GERALD L, K. SHITH, the selt-styled "rabbl.e-rousing‘ leader
of the America First Party, went through his act again last night,
this time for the benefit of about 700 followers, most of them middie-
aged women, at Kiel Luditoriu.-.

lttendanoe at the -eeting, in hmbly Hall No,2, was mpposod
to have been limited to invited members of the perty, but a woman who
said she was attached to SMITH's*headquarters" here called the Starw
Times yesterday, said she was speaking for SMITH and that he would like
%o have & reporter present, S0 a yreporter who had seen SMITH 4in action
many times before went,
It was a typical SKITH show, with a few new names added to
- to the SMITH blacklist, The chest-beating, arm-flsiling, bellowing
"nationalist® leader assailed the British, the Ruseians, the 'Jewhh ‘
chm.tata,' the ':Lnternat.j.oml oonspiratorl.

» - T cmnent.on'rrmn. T S

He spob d:lsparagingly ot Preai.de:!t- TRIMAN as "a good pblitichn

medim omd VY bore da nVaamaa e W e AW _ e A A

1il WLy VU PLUAIT -UB‘D of l'ﬂB peopu: "glm'll Ul ﬂU' p 8 1' nonﬂ,

WL
and o f the lato Preaident. RODSEVEL‘!‘, who was one of his pet hates, he said:

®FRANKLIN ROOSEVEL‘I'- death was has‘bened by his 1nab111ty to
get the American people to swallow Yalta, the crime of the Crimes,*

o He said Prexier STALIN forced an agrenenf on ROOSEVELT and - -
CHURCHILL ®to bring slavery to Europe, slavery for millions of Germans
who destroyed Europe but vho are no nora t.o blame for HITIER than I . .

am ft“- 'I'hn Now 'l"\-n1 L

' . Delegates at the Bretton Woods "ateal," ho uid, mschemed to
build a $20,000,000,000 kitty to bribe the delegates at San Francisco,
both below and above the table, so an ungodly set of rascals and

interngtional thieves and connivera and international bankers could
seize control of the worldg"

-5 - '-1".
co:-m%ﬂ!\t
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e ey , he comtimed, "fs to expand the British'’. "

e Bapire m‘::::uﬂ -m; th.'uuud sut.ea undum-itm Lo
_-:’ ‘ ,: w mm‘ :_,—. j i _;‘*‘ _-; \ _‘ 7__}‘_: i 2 fose Tl 5 fR '_-, PR

?"—‘%—*'--w—-n-h nm_m Poﬂ.

-n__;".'- L SRR &

- Hotoldth.audiom, iu.eh ab times became allmt kuaterical )
in its enthusiazm, that the Eritish maintain a lobby in Washingtom -
tohoptnrlffn s dom and that, as & result, the British wuld
*flood Ste Louis with Csech shoes,® (he never explained haw) :
thatnant.Imiimstdhthrmmtorwrk. ,

He said the u.s.-mmmnmrmmmutﬁru

+

: i.n  the Paei.f.‘..c, own thaugh it is beld by the Jap-.- . .-'a-a N

famous for two things: “For EARHY S, TRUMAN and JESSE JAKES, I
hope we have had enough of JESSE JAMES,® Iater, he added, "Only
God can save HARRY TRUMAN from the internationsl conspirators."

At the conclusion of the meeting, the reporter asked SMITH
how he would handle the Germans when victory comes in Euwona. .

0= Sl eSS e mewen e W - o S LI W RPN ’

*In the usual milit militery nlnner," he rep]ied, axd wouldn’t ohbont..'

- Ty -nr-u R 6 e PSS S AR WA SR de Wl A e ‘ wu -7

‘He said Tndepéndence, Mo., hometown of President TRUMAN, 15 =

-

coplu of the April, 1945 :lum of *The Cross and The th', _
S "The Chicago Christians Victorious®, and a pasphlet entitled, "Stop
Vo - Peacetinme conaerlvt.ion' bnra obtained and sre being retained in ths
: Slm Iauis ﬁho
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. . 7 .+ = PEFERRED UPON COMPIETION . ... . o 0T
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Your commnication dated Nay 6, 1545, addressed to the President
mmmummrwmummwg.

I bave carefully revigwsd ¥hi ecntent of your latter and want

to know that I sppreciate Moch your interest end scurtesy in making this
Mmﬁmn@hhm;"

N \
e -
' In the event you recsive information in the future which you belisve

to be of tnterest o the FII, Y want you to fesl fres Vo communicate with me
wﬂthth&pehllmth%np'dwhﬂammllm,ﬂdohhlmw
8t 1900 Bankers' Building, Chicago 3, INlinois. '

Sincerely yours,

. HERE [S Nﬂ?}c it

CLLAHIg Ly
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Form No. t
T2 CASE ORIGINATED AT DETROIT, MICHIGAN FILE NO. )4.7 MK
BUFFALO, NEW YORK | 4-24-45 e, 7, 1045 | GGG
; ImE }.‘ " . CHARACTER OF CASE ]
g . i / T - -
- GERALD L. K. SUITH, was.; | gm ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬂ G3
THEVAMERICA FIRST PARTY SEDITION
!
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: STRICTLY-CONFIDENTIAL—
|’ #
On 4-8-45 at Iroguois Roam, Statler Hotel, - /
- Buffale, N.¥Y., SMITH addressed the Eastern .
( Monetary Congress; meeting under sponsor- / N

ship Buffalc Economics Leagueg Congress
2 8 f?)‘_“(-characterized as subsidiary of America First i

Party. Literature of America Pirst Party
distributed at meeting, about 150 persons
present, Essence of SMITH'S remerks set out.,
. _-,M;‘t:;&i—ﬂw‘,‘f«p% -

=RUC =«
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April 3, 1945, T ‘\
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had not followed the matter very closely inasmuch as he was not interested

in hearing SMITH and that he did not wish to attend the meetinge He said that
league litersture indicated that CARL H.PMOTE of Indianapolis, RALPB%EELING,
Chicago, Illinois, Mrs. ARLEALANIOHNSON of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, MARTINCRONE

of Cleveland, Chio, and JACOB S8NCUXEY (Gener of Coxey's Army fame) Y
wore also scheduled 4o address the Congress. said that he under~ 1
stood that JOSEPH STOFFEL, Chairman of the Buf7e onomios League and JOHN 9
GNSCOTT and EDRIRMJLUNDQUIST of the seme organization, were handling arrange-
ments for the meeting of the Monetary Congress.

The Buffalo Bvening Bews for April 9, 1545, reported also that the
following individuals were in attendance at meetings of the Congress:

JOHN“McLAREN of Boston, Massechusetts (
LAWRENCE-ZIMBARIS of Selamsnca, New York.
Rev. W. S,WERNER of New York City <
Mrs. ANNMWEIDBMAN of Washington, New Jersey
Mrs. MONACMANNING, Milwaukee, Wisconsin

S« RNHOUSE, Detrocit, Michigan

Mrs. SAMUEB-GEDDIS

Mrs. JACQUELINENBROCKRER

Rev. MICEAEIANSTETT

(the latter all of Buffalo, New York).

It is to be noted that the newspaper account referred to characterized CARL H.
HMOTE as the GERALD L. E. SMITH of Indians. .

H of the Statler Hotel, advised ‘
that his records reflected that the Eastern Monetary Congress had been bocked

|
for meetings in the Iroquois Room of the Statler for April 6, 7 end 8, He seid \Cﬂ
the booking was made through of the Union Central Life Insur- b"
s alo, residence address §8 Comstock
Avenue, of the same citys The booking of the Iroquois Room wes at $25.00 per
dey and meetingmm through the entire day of each of the dates stated
from 9:00 a.rm. said that the meeting was under local sponsorship of
the Buffalo Econom-!omgue and that a request had “: for & room sccamodat-

ing three hundred persons on Sunday, April 8, 1945, said that the Iro-
quois Roam would accomodete only approximately one hundre enty-five persons.
He advised the hotel was unable to furnish other accomodations for the organiza-
tion and that thersefore the Iroquois Room was to be used for all three days of
the meetings, He said further that it was not until Saturday morning that it
was ascertained that GERALD L. K. SMITH was to address the moeting on Sundey,
April 8, and that on that day the hotel received a request from SMITH for a
reservation of a eonference room at day rate only; that SMITH expected to ar=-
rive early Sunday foremoon and to depart the same day. -agid thet no

-2~
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progran for the meetings had been made available to him, and that apparently
the meetings were closed affairs and not open to the nnblig- He said that

he could furnish no furer information concerning the nature of the meetings
of the Eastern Monet ing SMITH'S plans, He refer-
red the writer %o at the Statler who

had handled the bo .

. ted that he was unable to G ormation
furnishe in any detail except that mentioned
above, had reques at billing for the accomodatlons e lroguois Roam

be made to him, He sald further that he had observed in passing the Iroquols
Room a person was stationed at the door and that no one except certain individ-

ualsl ErObably members of the Buffalo Boonomlics League, were admitted.
ware

vised that he started to enter the Iroquois Room wher the meet

session on Friday afternoon and that the person at the door immediately
asked him %o identify himself; that he made no further effort to ascertain what
was goling on at the meeting. He stated that at thlis tims, however, he over-
heard sameone move the meeting to vote confidence to GERALD L. K. SMITH, who was

to address the meeting zn Sunday. :

advised that he had no further information concerning the pro~
speéqtlve meeting at which SMITH was to eppear, He stated that he had noted that
General JACOB S. CUXEY of C(XEY'S Army fame, had opened the Congress. He said
further that the Courier-Express did not w1sh to give any but naminal publicity
to SMITH'S appearance in Buffalo, but that he personally wished to be coopera=
tive with this office in furnishing any information that he could relative to
SUITH and said that a very capable reporter would attend the meeting on Sundey

and meke a detailed report for his omn files on SMITH'S remarks and that this

report would be made available to this office. o '

furnished to the writer the report of
roflecting that SMITH addressed the
ongraess on Sunday afternoon, April 8, 1945,
The audience we sed of approximately om# hundred and fifty middlo-a.ged
men and women. reported ¢ that before he was able to enter
the meeting room he was asked to present oredontiala and in addition was re-
quired to obtain permission from JOSEPH HNSTOFFEL Chairman of the Buffalo
Econamics League, presiding at the maoting. reported that seated at the
speakers' table were STOFFEL, SMITH, MRS, » MBS, SMITH, CARL H. MOTE of
Indisnapolis, JOHN G. SCOTT, 1dentified SMITH in his speech as the "apostle
of monetary reform”, and Gren. JACOB S. COXEY, Sr., who related iis 1893 "March
on Washington". : -

LV )49
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jowing is the report whieh—maae +o D
relative to SMITH'S remarks at the meeting:

*In opening his talk, SMITH told delegates he was not ummindful
of the honor bestowed upon him to speak before the Eastern Monse
- . Congress, although, while flinging a few bouguels to Gen, CCXEY, STOF-
( FEL, MOTE, and others, SMITH readily admitted he was "a layman, not a
. student of money.* He added 1t would be ridieulous for him ¥o pose
as a student of money, emphasizing, however, that ‘any American should
be able to say I favor oconstitutional money,' one of the monetary re-
forms proposed by COXEY. ]

¥S+ill giving pats on the back, SMITH ocalled SCOTT the apostle
of monetary reform, with f*charaster in his ecountenance, a man who
made himself a slave to the truth'e Then, he said: My job is to
reoruit large masses of the people in the cause of nationalism. 1
am not ashamed of Amerieca First and nationalism, The word *First!?

is an honorable word.!

"With a change of pace, SMITH charged thaet the press had been
trying to smear him, and that the editor of the Courier-Express libeled
him to the extent of saying he jumped on the American flag. But with
Godly men, like STOFFEL and his compatriots, SMITH said, 'we shall pre-

A= hps el 2T U8 g Easl DSl

serve the four freedoms in Buffalo.!

“"One of the few statements SMITH made with reference to the mone~
tary congress currently meeting in Buffalo was that he favored consti-
tutional money, edding that 'we cannot have constitutional money if we
divide our sovereignty with Russia, England, France, and other coun-
tries.t

“SHITH said, ‘we have a crew in Washington which steered us
through Bretton Woods, Dumbarton Oaks, and later this month, will do
it again at San Francisco, a orew that would make Benedict Arnold look
like a Sunday school teacher when it comes to organized treason,!?

"Then he cherged that ROOSEVELT was buying up mayors all over

the country with the people's money, the *product of our own sweat

and tears.' He charged that 'never has there been, including even
( Napoleon, Ivan the Terrible, the Cgars, Caesar, and Nero, such an

exploitation of the wealth of the people as we have experienced in
the last 12 years, He told of politicel maneuvering in Congress as
& result of which bridges were bullt in the desert of Florida in ex=
pectation of the canal which was to run underneath, but that after the
gpans wers erected, the deal fell through, and left the people with use-
less bridges.

"He charged #hat at the United Nations conference, President
ROOSEVELT hopes %o rush through the Bretton Woods proposals, with

=4
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the aid of 'stuffed-shirt STETTINIUS.! He said also that FDR wanta
to be the first president of the world superstate, and that the preasi-
dent and his torew of intermational financiers, oonnivers, bankers,
and others® will use the people's wealth to oreate a superstate, and
thereby make the people the slaves of the worlde.

"SMITH ridiculed the Atlantio charter, mnd said that in a moment

( " of weakness, FDR *forgot himself for a moment and told the truth,!

' and confessed that there was no written document as the Atlantic .
charter. SMITH said this country sent, 13,000,000 to fight for what
we thought wes the Atlantic charter, and then after 1,000,000 have
died, be told there is no charter.

%'T am ashamed,' said SMITH, *that there are gutiess Americans
who do not rise in indignation,t -

"SMTTH then listed what he termed his 'chorus'; the Bretton Woods
steal, the Dumbarton hoax, the Orime of Crimea, and the San Franolsco
W sellout,

"Tacking again, SMITH then turned his attention %o the foreign
situation, asserting thet HITLER was able to invade the Low Countries
and France, only because he had STALIN'S assuransce that Russia would
not strike at her backe SMITH said that 'STALIN crawled into bed with
HITLER, and told him 'ge to it.!

*But, added SMITH, as always happens, thieves eventually fall
out, and H.ITLER in:n.ded Russgia, and America found itself in alliance
with the Soviet, At this point, SMITE Said, EARD\BROWDER who, hereto-
fore, had been kicked from pillar to post for his Commmistie ideas,

{ - suddenly emerged as 'the patron saint.* 'It 1is !tra.nge how illegiti-
Sk mate children come back to roost on our fromt porch.?

"SMITH said that ROOSEVELT released BROWDER from penitentiary to
promote *national unity!, but implied that it had been oconveniently
mansuverad so that BRONDER was released just before the presidential
elestion in order to swing more votes FDRs way,.

"Jumping back to the Crimean oonference, SMITH asserted that tat
their worst, the Prendergast, Hague, and Kelly-Nash machines smelled
like viola’as in the spring in comparison to the smell in the backroom

( at Yalta when they sold the blood of your boys and mine,"

“SMITH scored the voting errangement whereby England was to have
six votes, Russia 5, and the United States enly ls He said that 80
out of every 100 men fighting, and 90 eut of every 100 dying ware
Americans. _
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"Not only are they going to set up a superastate at San Fran-
cisco, said SMITH, but FDR also has agreed that STALIN can veto
anything if it doesn't suit his particuler feney..

"SMITH said the *most arrogant confession' he had ever heard
was the statement attributed to CH on his arrival in
London, when BARUCH told a London newspdperman that 'I am here to
swing the big stick.' "hy._should he swing any ltiok,' asked SMITH.
"We didn't elect him to any thing,.'

. The internationalists want two things from the superstate
which is to be orsated at the United Nations conference, SMITH
salde He listed these as the increase of taxes of the American
pecple, and the use of between 2 and 4 million American men as a
world polise foroe.

"Then in his most persuasive tone, SMITH said: *As long as
there is a pulse in my wrist, blood in my veins, spirit in my soul,
and sslf-respesct, no foreign powsr shall sver give the order to

sond your son and mine to his battle death,.!

P"SMITH said it will be at least 3 to 4 years before Ameriean
boys will return home, even if the war were to end that same night.
He attributed this to the fact that England will be using her ships
to regain her world commerce, and too busy to transport the men back
to this country.

"I say when we have put the enemy to flight, bring our boys
back home,? said SMITH.

"He said then that the U. S. was paying 46 million dollars to
Pngland as rent for airfields in India 'to save Bngland.' Commer-

gcial '|1r he 2aid, wa have baen run out A'P the Maditarranasan, and no
e e e e -ua.u’ WY eV A salially AL

airpla.nes will be permitted in '&!.9.1: ares without England's permis-
sione ,

"He said that we paid England 86 million dollars as rent for
British ships to carry American soldiers to Burope to "savse England,?

"SMITH said the U. S. spent 6 billion dollars to buy goodwill
in South Amerieca, a goodwill that we do not now possess, He charged
that the San Francisco oonference is being spesded up becauss they
do not want to risk the resentment of 185,000,000 Amerisan soldiers,

“SMITH then related supposedly true stories of conversations
with discharged veterans who, in their desire to return home, did

watk malra +ha mwwaTean awmansamanda -1-\[\“4- n1n‘n-; Ha said #lhad Ana
LV ALY WIS plVRpLD mOl AR SOV v e VeRlEEE &V smill ik v VLD

soldier he talked to, received only #11 in mustering out pay. A%
this point, SMITH very vaguely implied that doctors in the military

~
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were applying a new technique whereby they would play on the service-
man's desire to leave the service as quiekly as possible upon receipt
of medical discharge that they often neglect to do anything about olaims
until it 1s too late,

®SMITH said he was taking an America Pirst delegation 4o San Fran-
ciseo, adding that it did not meke any difference whether he was permit-
ted to attend the meetings or not, since there were going to be 1,200
newspapermen eovering the conference. 'If you hang around them long

snough', he sald, fone is bound to spripg & leak.' He termed the con -

ference an ‘attempted sellout,’

"He announsed that he had established a Nationalist News service
with about 8l periodicals receiving the service.

“SMITH said he had one man in Washington who goes in and out of
the White House every week, and then coyly added, 'I can't tell you
his name.' He said that FDR is getting to be *thecld man', and that
politicians were playing up to Vice-President TRUMAN, appa.rently figur-
ing that in the event of FDR's death, TRUMAN will become presment. He
intimated, however, that EARRY\QOPKINS was the 'big man,*

"He listed ms 'friends in the preas on our sido‘, the Chicago

Twikima NWew Tarl Nawre and Wachinetnmn Timac_HawalA
a8 i QLG ¥

LTy JvU‘-l“U’ ves UL‘,“V“D’ luuu.a.u-buvu A RN 8F LAV A G el B

“SMITH said the scheme being used agasinst him and his followers
has been the denying to them of meeting places, He related then his
meeting in Chicago on March 15th, when a Jewish bloc vowed he would not
spesk in the city, and that of 21 auditoriums sought, each one refused
to allow him to use the hall, The meeting was held however, in a labor

union sauditorium which was given a pre-meeting dousing with "stench-
bambs."*

"The Jews of America, said SMITH, should not fight against Americe
First‘ because it is in America that there is any hope of survival for
theme

The published newspaper asccounts refleoted nothing concerning the
meetings or of the address by SMITH in addition to that set out above, except
that it was noted that the Buffalo Evening News for April 7, 1945, charecter-
ized the group as related to Amerieca First, and in the Evening Kews report of
April 9, 1945, Mr. LAHRENCE)QIHBARIS referred to the Congress as a "subsidiery
of the America-First Party®." ;

stated alsc that America-First literature consisting of b?‘/
the platform o o America-First Party, the Cross and the Flag, and other b’]ﬂ
items published by the Cross and the Flag were distributed at the meeting.
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ENCLOSURES TO DETROIT: Flyer entitledXWARNING®, signed GERALD L,K. SMITH,
facsimile signature. . :
Pebruary lssued of thSYCROSS AND THE FLAG".

PLATFORM of the America-First Party.
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SCOIE ON VETERANS

A P LE ol A
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Amverican Democracy. Now lher re after the veterans!

VET

K

() October 2, 1844, a soBm'Ew omL;{L% piu

stenned off a train at Buf-

seeppei Ol wuidill al D

falo, walked out of the sta-
tion and took a cab. Nobody paid
any attention to him; he was just
another soldier. a somewhat plump.
ish chap of medium height with a
nondescript face. But he was not
just another G.I. on his way to at-
tend to his own or his government’s
business.

This was George "Vase, advance
scout for Gerald L. K™Smith, “na-
tionalist” leader and rabble-rouser
extraordinary. And his business
had interesting implications for all
of us.

Vose came to Buffalo to contact
and organize mustered-out war
veterans wunder Gerald L. K.
Smith’s leadership. As this is being
written, Yose is working in the De-
troit area, doing what he did in
Buffalo—setting up a “central com-
mittee” of seven ex-servicemen in
every city where he can find seven
unsuspecting veterans from among
the thousands now coming out of
the armed forces. Up until Decem-

ber, Vose was still in the uniform.

of the Army, and he, as well as
Smith, was carefully hiding the
fact that he had been dishonorably
discharged on charges of attempted
embezzlement, He had been un-

s
-

£

' 1 ' p E'I_]
'*[nﬂlx ‘w,.; .uz -

igrgr

Moy oo

A_rmv last summer after hFIhF re-
leased from Fort Custer Hospital
Battle Creek, Michigan, upon re-
covery from a minor leg ailment.
On August 29, 1944, Gerald L. K.
Smith trotted Vose out on the
platiorm of the * th national con-
vention” of thé™~America First

Party, which Smith heads.
ose was accepted with hysterical

applause by Smith’s key. organizers
as head of the drive to set up the
“Nationalist Veterans of World War
11.” Then Smith took Vose with him
on a country-wide tour, introducing
him to native fascist leaders. In
September, he brought him east and
introduced him at rallies held in
Baltimore, Philadelphia, Buffalo and
Boston. Following each rally, Smith
and Vose met with a handful of the
most active local “nationalists” and
laid the groundwork for a return
tour by Vose during which Vose
could meet secretly with ex-ser-
vicemen gathered together by
locat leaders.

Vose went first to Buffalo, then
to Boston, Philadelphia and Balti-
more. In each city he established
the framework for postwar organi-
zation among the returning war
veterans, setting up Smith's “cen-
hal committees” of seven picked

/“’-’7 19

l_-,,-!




"Thar this naition wuder God 1hall nat prvish from dbe avenk”
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Terramare Office.
KronenstraBe I.
Berlin, Germany

July wb-1939.
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Many thanks for the baoks on Hitler and the New
Germany, they are already out in ¢irculation, I gave
them away at meetings I was addressing on the subject of
keeping America out of another alliance with Grest
Britian and France and going to war against Germany.

If you writers and newspaper pecple over there in
Germany only knew how hungry the American people were
for the real news from your Country, you would see that
this was suppllied them...and I dont mean German
Americans.

The American people...are being fed a lot of lies,
but they don’t know how or whaere to get ithe truth, I feel
that it is your duty over there to get it over to them here.

Send me any other literature that you hava on hand,

Cordially Yours,
Edward James Smythe

Above is @ reproduction. (set in type lor the purgose of legibility) of
a letter writtan by Edward James Smythe which shows how he coop-
srated with the Nazi propaganda services. The original letier is at the
offices of Reader's Scope.
ex-servicemen already discharged

irom the armed forces. gram for education, rehabilitation

Smith's method of enticing ser-
vicemen is subtle and appealing.
The fourth clause in Smith’s Amer-
ica First Party platform reads:
“Veterans: American money for
American veterans! Stop the foreign
looting of our public treasury. $1,000
each for mustered-out veterans hav-
ing served one year, with propor-
tionate sums for those who have

20

and employment. Stop international '
boondoggling. We are spending on

the South Americans alone enough

to give $1,000 bonus to § million

veterans.

“Veterans should have the first
chance to homestead land confis-
cated by the Federal Government
after those who have suffered mort-
gage foreclosures have had an

READER'S SCOPE




opportunity to repurchase.”

While Smith thas lays the
groundwork through his speeches,
circular letters and perscnal con-
tacts. his agent Vose is busy setting

“up the actual machinery for a re-
turned-veterans organization.

But they didn't have the field to
themselves, In this business of try-
ing to recruit veterans there is com-
petition among the American fascist
leaders. Long ago CharlesECough-
lin got the jump on Smith Tn this
erusade. The Detroit priest works in
a more subtle, but equally effective
fashion. Early in 1942 he launched
a scheme to line up the servicemen
by the formation of his *St. Sebas-
tian's Brigade.”

Up until November 1944, Cough-
lin had enrolled more than 400,000
servicemen into this organization,
meanwhile collecting about $700,-
200! His

operation works thus:
mothers, wives and sweethearts of
servicemen are urged to “enroll”
the names of their loved ones at
Coughlin's Royal Oak shrine. The
“contribution” for each name en-
rolled averages $3. In return,
Coughlin prays to St. Sebastian,
the soldiers’ patron saint. He con-
tacts the men whose names have
been enrolled by mail, sees that the
women constantly write the boys
about Coughlin's concern for their
physical and spiritual safety.
Viewed superficially, one can see
no harm in Coughlin’s professed
solicitude for the soldiers. But
those familiar with his past activ-
ities and the critical attitude of the
Federal authorities toward his
banned publication Social Justice,
have good reason to believe that his

SCOPE, ON VETERANS
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timate purpose bodes nt good
either for the servicemen or the
country at large.

Another smooth operator,_igzﬁfc-

_Williams (who has tangled with the

law on numerous occasions), also
uses the real or imagined griev-
ances of servicemen for his own
purposes. He and his aides have
circulated tens of thousands of leaf-
lets calling for a flat $7,800 bonus
to each mustered-out serviceman,
and he makes it seem reasonable by
demanding elimination of govern-
ment appropriations forwhat he ealls
“boondoggling New Deal projects.”

McWilliam's $7,800 mustering-out
pay plan got a tremendous boost
when the Chicage Tribune lauded
the “plan” in its May 6, 1944 issue,
McWilliams promptly reprinted the
Tribune's laudatory spread and
sent it to servicemen's mothers all
over the country, He calls his come.
on racket the “Servicemen’'s Re-
construction Plan.” He gets all the
money he needs from wealthy fas-
cist-minded members of the Chic-
ago Lincoln Park chapter of Amer-
ica First which refused to disband
after Pearl Harbor.

At a meeting of his followers in
Kimball Hall, Chicago, a few
months ago, McWilliams boasted of
his servicemen’s plan: “Already we
are making progress in Chicago,
Milwaukee, in Detroit. Soon we'll
sweep the country like wildfire...”

Each’of the leaders of this move-
ment—Smith, Coughlin and Me-
Williams—uses the issue of muster-
ing-out pay as a snare for the ser-
vicemen. The desire of the ex-saol-
diers for a substantial financial
start when they return to civilian

21
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EVIIOKIAL
COMMENT
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We o nuw
V!T!IANS: VETERANS! :tmg md'

Ih- veterans of this war iato an argunluhon

cu the Notionglist W of World
War II. I!mknowuulcm of this war who
is a Nationalist, send name in a once e
Mhnemhinlmm-dwhcntha time comes
te k the for Send
the names of all veterans to THE CROS3 AND
THE FLAG. Box 453, Detroit, Michigan and we
will e 1t that the names ate :um-d over to the
d by George
Voes. recently mustersd out of the army hoepi-
tal ot Fort Custer.

The obove editorial camment is taken from Gerald L. K. Smith's netor-
ious anti-war. anti-semitic. anii-United Nations magazine. THE CROSS
AND THE FLAG. It appeared on page 471 of the November, 1944 issue.

life is understandable and no pa-
triotic American will begrudge
them all that America can provide.
Unfortunately, however, many ser-
vicemen will probably be misled
by the irresponsible promises held
out to them by men like Smith,
Coughlin and Mc¢Williams. The ex-
outlined by these
demagogues have no basis in real-
ity, They are economic fallacies.
They are not realizable objectives
{such as the GI Bill of Rights) and
are put forward obviously for pur-
poses other than safeguarding the
interests of the returning soldiers.

It is the classic technique of the
demagogue to promise large sums
of the government's money at some
future date while he takes in the
money of the unsuspecting for his
own accournt now.

William Kulgren, a lesser light,
is another who has ambitious post.
war plans. One of the defendants
in the recent Washington, D. C.
sedition trial, Kulgren publishes
America Speaks, an incredibly vi-

2

travaganzas

cious paper which is widely cir-
culated. Kulgren's line is preach-
ment of outright falsehoods to the
World War II servicemen and
their families. declaring that Pres-
ident Roosevelt knifed World Wan
I veterans and fought against the'
1935 soldier bonus bill. Kulgren
appeals to the servicemen and their
families to join his anti-semitic
movement and band together to as-
sure proper bonus pay for the sol.
diers of this war. Naturally, he pro-
poses to head the movement.

Others such as Edward James
Smythe, also a sedition trial de-
fendant, are busily shouting 'the
phony merits of their own outfits.
Smythe heads the Protestant War
Veterans, headquarters ai 148 Ver-
milyea Avenue, New York City. He
proposes to exclude all Jews and
Catholics.

Smythe launched his outfit to in-
veigle Klan-minded veterans of
World War L but he plans to get in
on the World War II racket unless
the government puts him in a Fed-

READER'S SCOPE




eral penitentiary. He makes nué'ustimate the destructive abilities

bones about his postwar plans and
says so publicly. Even the Federal
courtroom where he was being
tried. along with twenty-seven
others, was not too sacrosanct for
such boasting on the part of
Smythe. He is not over-subtle, and
the accompanying reproduction of
his letter, on the letterhead of his
Protestant War Veterans, address-
ed to "Terramare Office. Kronen-
strabe 1, Berlin.” is an indication
of Bmythe’s methods.

The fifth column has selected
America’s motherhood as its chief
means for reaching the minds and
hearts of our fighting men. and an
unusually effective method this is
proving to be! Investigators of the
fascist network have dubbed this
mothers movement "momism.” Qver
half a million mothers of soldiers
nave been ensnared in the "Mothers”
racket. and while many are
fascist-minded by distorted con.
victions. the great majority are sim-
ply innocent women who have been
edged into the growing movement
by other mothers who have received
their baptism in the old roaring
days of America First. the Christian
Front and similar groups.

Native fascist chiefs, like Gerald
L. K. Smith, boast that when our
11.000.000 servicemen are mustered
out, they will seek leadership of
the “nationalists.” This is nonsense.
The overwhelming majority of our
boys in the services are patriotic,
democracy-loving Americans and
they will spurn these overtures.
But it would be a mistake to under-

SCOVE ON VETERANS

of Smith, Coughlin,”~ Kulgren, Me-
Williams and their female counter-
parts who head the “Momism”
movement. They don't expect the
majority. or even a sizeable minor-
ity. of the servicemen will adhere
to their destructive principles when
they come home. They will be satis-
fied if they can influence and organ-
ize one serviceman out of every few
hundred: a storm troop mob of 50.-
000 to 100.000, organized into well-
knit companies throughout the
country wiil more than satisfy them.
Hence such activities as Mr. Vose's
and others of his kind at the present
time. The framework is now being
established.

The native fascist leaders yearn
for chaos after the war. They dream
of strikes and brutal strike sup-
pressions. They chortle with glee
while the war continues and our
boys overseas are fed with anti-
labor propaganda by our news-
papers and other publications, for
that enrages GI Joe and prepares
his mind for the things the fifth col-
umn chiefs plan when he returns
home

The agitation of the Smiths,
Coughlins and the rest can be
counteracted most effectively by a
broad educational campaign aimed
to show their spiritual links with
the foes of our nation, together
with a constructive job-program to
give economic security to returning
veteransCMeanwhile, their activi-
ties might well receive the atten-
tion of the Federal Government's
law-enforcement agenciess
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”J ﬂ,,yls Lit Again

Waldemar Kaempfért

* Posiwar electronics will shop for you, cook fof you, trans-
port you, bring yvou the hand-clasp of a distant fritnd—do just
about everything butr kizx your girl and raise ‘your babies!

BKMBER Aladdin’s Wonder-
R {Lamp" Remember how,
whenever it was rubbed,
Aladdin’s slave made a palace
ground or produced

bags of precicud\stones?

The lamp is hiye. You can buy
one for as little as tyenty-five cents
or as much as $1,
on what you expect

through fog, stop an elevator at
right floor. It will open the garag
door so you can drive in. It will cu
some diseases,

This Aladdin’'s Wonderful

about two thousand differe
and sizes. Look inside y
set and you will see a

cause they juggle .

And what are e)ectrons" Particles
ll(ubh thc ﬁllld}}cﬁt
atom. A curreft in a wire is a flow
of electrons. A flash of lightning is
a sudden burst of them. Electricity
comes in/electrons, It took about
two thodsand years of experiment-
i thinking to find that out,

1oy Abn
a:ucuu:x c.ua.u

Copyright 1934, Poprlar Puhlicativus, Iac,,

Condensed from Argosy

and now that it hag been found out
we have the electyon tube, the most
important, the ynost versatile, the
most sensitive,/the most useful tool
ever invented.

To put elgetrons to practical use
as electricity they must be torn out
and set free. Heat does that. You
can hegt a piece of iron until it
glows white and thus release elec-
trons, but you can't do anything
with them. Shoot a minute electron
into the air and it is stopped at

ce by a gigantic air-atom, as if

y a wall. Hence the first step is to

get rid of the air. That is why tubes
are necessary—vacuum tubes. In-
ide a tube is a filament much like

electric lamp on your desk.

on the current to heat the fil-

and the electrons are shot

grid and a metal plate
tube. Between the two is the fila-
ment. The electrons stream from

20% Ease 42nd Sircet, New York, N, Y.
READER'S§ SCOPE




0T

| S - Ll
- I
- T -

, |
.\’ "'.

This will acknowledge receipt of nlr eu-micaucn dated
May 17, 1945, with enclosure. AN

The material which you hau submi tted hu been carefully
reviewed, and I want to thank you for your interest and courtesy in
writing to this Buresu. In the event you receive additional informe~

tion which you believe to be of interest to thias Burean, I want you
(’i to feel fres %o comumicate with the Special Agent in Charge of our

Saint Louis Field Division widich is located at {23 United States Court

House and Custom House, Saint Louis, Wissouri,

Sinocerely yours,

ALL INFORMATIOY poserayyer o Bdgar Boover
w.rit g

et i
)
3
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United States Bepartment of Fustice [ “ "df’ \
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g Detroit, Michigan e ‘1"
2f / May 8, 1945 v LT
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Birector, FRI

'
:
-
M
4
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0
Re: GERAID L. K. SKITH, with aliases;
THEY AMERICA FIRST PARTY;
INTERNAL STCURITY - Sedition
(62-43318 and @aOes)

Dear Sir:

P

The following is pertinent information received from_ 1”
, whose identity is known to the Bureau, concer

ect's activities during the period from April 21 to May 6,
clusive. '

-
SMITH left Detroit on the evening of April 2lst for ang
extended trip to the Vjest Coast during the course of which he made speeches _b?(.
to his followers at meetings held in Chicage, 3t. Louis, Denver, and Salt
lake City. He planned to leave Salt Lake City at 11:40 p.m. on May 4, 1945,
and was to arrive at San Francisco on the morning of ¥ay 6, 1945. Informant
did not know where SYITH planned to stay while in San Francisco but believed
he would receive his mail at the St. Francis Hotel in that city. He plans
to spend several weeks in San Francisco tobservimg" the activities of the
)dfnited Nations Conference now being held there. While on this trip he has
maintained contact with his Detreit office by mall and long distance tele=-
phone and has continued to direct the coperations of the office,

He is continuing publication and distribution of various
types of literature. The pamphlet "Whose Concept Is It?", supposedly
written by a Mrs. BERTHA-GLEBE of Dayton, “hio, has received wide distribu-
tion through his sources recently as has a book written by "Americanusn
dealing with post~war settlements. His monthly magazine "The Cross and
the Flag" ran 11,000 copies for the May issue and informant belleved that
these copies were all used in distribution to subseribers and contributors,

g informant noted
s and _ L?U
orma earned that on April Jo, N 8 donations '

through the mail totaled $19.50 and on May 2 and 3 the contributions wereJJ[_
$22,00 and §23.00 respectively. SVMITH has received mail in recent weeks Y,
BV ICTORY /f

&Y sux IS AL " &
it :I:‘:.‘.: :OP é“-i DZSTRO NFURMA“[]“ m Eﬂ L &
79 oot 13 %im:q 1 uncussmgm ‘(
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u 3
letter to the Director Re: GERALD L., K. SKITH,
May 8, 1945 with aliases; THE

AVFERICA FIRST PARTY;
INTERNAL SECURITY -
Sedition

from Senator NYE, Congressman WOODRUFF of Michigan, Congressman HAGEN,
HARRY™REMER, who was SMITH's candidate for vice president on the America
First Party ticket last fall , and the Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation. SQNITH told informant latter letter was in reply to one
which he sent to J. Edgar Hoover recently relative to allegedly discriminat-
ing against SMITH, in Philadelphia. Informant did not learn the contents of
this letier., The letter was forwarded to SMITH at San Francisco.

Informant stated that on April SMITH!'s of e~
ceived a call sting that SVITH cont
“ phone A ormation was

relayed to SMITH at St. s by wire.

SMITH has indicated to informant that some nlittle newspapers"
are now printing items distributed by his newly organized Nationalist News
Service. He also told informant that he was making a 1list of the peo;h)z: who
had answered a questionnaire which he sent out scme time ago, one of the
questions of which inquired as to whether the person could come to Washington
if SMITH requested him to do so., SKITH stated he was saving these names since
he would "need them for the debates in Washington®. Informant did not learn
what debates SMITH had in mind but believed probably he had reference to the
discussions which would occur in Congress when that body considered the pro-
posals presented at the San Franclsco conferencs.

Very truly yours,

,@ A prriin

R. A. GUERIN, SAC

‘ o
<
S, <
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Oﬁce Memorandum - UNITED S$1ATES GOVERNMENT

: DIRECTOR, FEI | _ DATE:  MAY 22, 1945

. P\\/QOM . SAC, KANSAS CITY

. SUBJECT: GERALD L. K.G:SIII‘H

e A\HERICL FIRST FARTY
' INTERNAL SECURITY
SEDITION

oo " ‘Reference is made to tha letter of April 3, 1945, from the
« Detroit Office to the Bureau, a copy of whioh was fwnished
to this Field Mvision, .

A review of newspapers and inquiries of other sources of
information in Kansas City have failed te indicate that
GERALD L. K. SMITH held a preas conferencs at Xansas City,
Mssowri, _

In the event informatiom is received at & later date comcerning
any activities of SMITH in the Kansas City Field Division, the
Bureau, as well as Detroit, will be immediately advised.

This case 18 being continued inm a referred wupon completiom
status in thls office,

LL INFORMATEON CONTAINED

‘ N 0
o b7 HEREIN £ UNCLASSI éﬁg;yhﬂv NPy,
. DNL_s/a/r- By
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ATTEMPTED BLOODSHED IN CHICAGQ

On the 15th of March Christionn Americons in
Chicago took up their crosses iz behall o! their
Christian ideals. As many of the readers of this
magazine know, Communists, cni-Christians cmd
ceriain hysterical Jewish elemenis in Chicage, an-
nounced io the world that I would never be per-

mitted to speak in Chicago again.

BRIEF STATEMENT OF WHAT HAPPENED
- Qur Chicage committes rentsd Temple Hall, owned
) . and operated by a unit of the American Federation
- - of Lobor and of the Chicogo Federation of Labor.
This did not mean that these groups were under-
writing my philosophy of life—it did mean, however,
that these outsianding labor leaders favored the
Constitution of the United States, which guarantees
to all law-cbiding Americcms freedom of speech cnd
freedom of assembly.
The moment that our meeting was announced,
]. L Fishbein, editor of the Sentine! {(largest English
language Jewish weekly in America) inqugurated a
campaign of character assassination and vilification,
ihe like of which | have not experienced since the
assassination of Huey Long.
T First, the Chicago Labor Union received over 2010
S telegrams, many of which threatened bloodshed. The
N Union also received telephone colls threatening the
# d’.entr;mion of their building if I was allowed to
speak.
The Union called o meeting of their membership
and announced that they were going to take a stand
on the side of free speech and free assembly. They
scid that they were not underwriting the philosophy
of Gerald L K Smith, but they wers underwriting
his right to speak and the ‘right of his people to
assemble.
i This decision on the part of the local union made
i Fishbein and his compairiots furious. A compilation
! of the namec of iuse whn gent the threatening
! telegrams and the messages of protes. revagly that

they were 93% Jewish. 1 have the name of every
, one of these individuals in my personal file.

GUNMEN [INVADE TEMPLE

On the afternoon before the night of the mieeting,
three hoodiums broke into the Temple, which as
3 building is a thing of bequty, assaulted the jonitor
4 with & gun and exploded six stench bombs. They
t warned the janitor that there must not be a meeting
1 that night. Threctening telephone calls continued

- .
.

to pour into the Union Hall The building was

guarded during the remainder of the afternoon by

25 police, some with sawed-off shoiguns. In the

mecntime our Chicago commitiee, with the co-oper-

R ation of the pelice, used o counieracting chemical

on the building, and the efiect of the stench bombs

was destroyed. /

. LYNCH MOB ARRIVES

o At 8 o'clock @ mob moved in and attempted to
% take the hall aowey from our America First people,

-ere armed with counterfell tickeis which wers

dNS Wil WEATAN , TR

‘stected. They formed o picket line and
"10rus-~"Down with Smith”—~"Hang Smith"
Their jmith’—"Kill Smith“—"To H.ell with Smith,

of £ +gudge was so vicious that it reminded me
reqdiuar language which many of us have been
in ~stuq from the New Testcmnent recently, gmmuﬂy

-
A

el

...{-- -

ago <hristians vittorious

among the mobs shorlly prior to the crucifixion of
our Lord It mwuet he rememhered thot the aome
o m.nhhwemh!.ngmthﬁtﬁ.fooh Cilril:l:n-e.
to crucify ew ven
Christian Americanism.

Our people refused to be intimidated. They came
in-cnd filied up the hall. I was escorted to the
platiorm by two vetercns of this wor, whils deep
in the hewarts of Mrs. Smith ond myself was the
thought of our only son, Gerald, Jr., who has been
a casualty twice in this war, and is now in a hospital
in Burma.

. The meeling was cpened by Mr. Frederick Kister,
a veteran of this war with an honorable dhcharge;

who spoke fifteen minutes cnd preszsnted mas.

Rl

-spoke for two hours and fifteen minutes, devotin;;

Iny message to the same principles as are enunciated
in this magazine.
SENSATIONAL FACT!
While I spoke, the mobsters outside {(at lecst 50%

Jewish) knocked most of the windows out of tha

building, even in spite of the police. The audience
did not move, but sat in rapt citention.

The place was guarded by af least 50 police, and .
more than 100 were prepared for cn emergency
call. I warned the good Christicns assembled that
a move was on foot to ogitale cur pecple beyond
self-control. I urged them io be ful emd not
respond to the vulgar insulis of this upcouth mob.

It is a fact, howaver, thet as our people left the
hall, they were actually spat upon.  Even so, they
mude no response to these insults. The enemy had
failed to incite our good pecple to riot,

Shortly before the end of the meeting 1 raceived
a message from the police defectives fo the eflect
that they were convinced that there was a definite
plot to do me great infury, perhaps kill me. A& cox,
well quarded by police, met us at the stage doo-’
and Mrs. Smith and ! were returnes Muwy 1o the
hotel. The mastng bud Leew wu great triumph fo
Thetavian Americanism,

The above is a mere autline of the story. 1 will
discuss other details in my monthly letter which
§oes out to loyal supporters all over the United

States.
AN APPEAL TO JEWS i

Surely there are Jewish leaders in America whose
attitudes are not represenied by the Chicagoe Je -
Sentinel. Surely the employment of the threat
bloodshed and the actual use of stench bombs, bric
stopes, and guns is not pleasing fo il Jewish leadery.

I challenge the Jews of America who love peagk '’
and who seek goodwill to seize leadership omd
repudiate such men as |. [. Fishbein, and those whis , -
formulate the editorial policy of the g’h.icugro h{ _
S Fiabbein 1s od In a campalgn

: in now enga a cam

mlf;r the officers of the gﬁgurﬁ:an Federation oy
Labor {Chicago unit) and to brand o Naxis oot |
traitors all Christian Americans who believe in the
principle of Rmerica First. God save America. Godl _ -
save the Jews from the leadership of such men o~ .
1. 1. Fishbein of Chicago. .
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EPB:mn : -
R SAC, 3an Francisco May 21, 1945
v-! John Zsygar Boover, Director - Federal Burcau of Ipvestig:tlon
.= G.iAlD Lo Ko SZITH; TH: AREICA FIEST PARTY
.* Internal Security; Sediticn

i lllo M advice as
office in connection with this matter,

o Y

oy and o d CIfice advised of
activities whille in San Francleco

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HERERL I€ UNCLASSIFIED

DATE _ ro/nfire BYsestzpn i
W % | (:’i{' s
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.} FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA. ) €C-150
UNTTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

_ y:
To: WATIONS SECTION. : -

ROUTINE
Transmit the fcllowing message to: MAY 25, 1945

| 8iC, SAN FRANCISCO
GERALD L. K. SMITH, MCA FIRST PARTY, INTFRNAL SECURITY, SEDITION.
REBURLFT MAY TWENTIOKE, LAST., IMMEDIAYELY SURCIT REPORT REFLECTING
RESULTS OF COVERAGE SITH'S ACTIVITIES 70 DATE. DEPARTVENT

PARTICULARLY INTERESTSD IN DATA SHOWING POSSIBLE VICLATION SECTION
FIVE, TITLE EICHTFEM, USC.

CC: DETROIT (BY MATL) v

ALL INFOEMZ TN £ TANED
HERERN 35 UNDLAS )
ONTE. v Bz

"ﬂ: AR ﬂ}%

- - P | ’\
SFNT VIA 5 19 M Per__\"up
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N . a
Feidreral Burean of Inuestigation
Mnited HStates Bepartment of Justire

Detroit, Michigan
May 31, 1945

( Director, FBI

Dear Sir:

A copy of this letter is being sent to the San Prancisco Field
Division and to the Los Angeles Field Division in order that they may be
advised of SMITH's present whereabouts and ultimate plans and may in turn

advise the Buresu and the Detroit Field Division and any ether interested
field divisiona upon learning of SMITH's plans fnr the return trip to
Detroit.

Very truly yours, /
R. A. GUERIN ;
— bre Special Agent in Charge
2.1126

¢c - Los Angeles (AIR MATL) p
San Francisco (AIR MAIL) -

ALL INFORMATIZN CONTAINED B
g WREKSONCISSFD ) e

INDEXED e

BATE_z/4_ BNz st 25 @ﬁ@’ '
OJuN 4 1985 N -
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) TO H ‘Rn- D. !o ﬁ DATE:
' 5:30 5-26~15

. - . — .
e ) (14 ' - hnaty

+ g . -
. .

STANDARD FORM NO. 64 -~ _i . . ) ) . *

'O]ﬁce Memomﬂdum « UNITED STA'}ES GOVERi\TMENT

, Pcﬂ:; b
FROM J. K. . JKM:1lem
f;)

SUBJECT: GERALD L. K. SMITH |
BLUL STAR MOTHERS OF AMERICA - Current Events Group

FESEERETETRGENE
=

I called ASAC Hinze at Philadelphia and referred him to a call I made o - e o
SAC Sears on April 26, 1945, about a letter we had received from Gerald L. yi. 't

X, Smith, in which he 2llezed we had done something shout his civil uiss Gens
hbertles, enclosing for us a copy of a letter written by the State Secretary of
the POS of A toflillian Parks, Secretary of the Current Events Club, in which

said that "several complaints have reached us against your holding meetings

“in our building through members of the FBI and otherwise,* and therefore Smith staf

he was compelled to cancel the lease. Hinze was advised we answered Gerald L. X.
Snith, but before doing so I called SAC Sears and asked him whether anybody up ther

had ¥put the bite" on the ement about having these meetings. Sears said that
SA had visited ¥gif¥concerning that group last summer, and that it was
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Nazi, and that the POS of A might be bet‘.ter off without them; however, at the

time was on a plant, Sears had not had a chance to talk with him, but stated he
would talk to him and ascertain whether he actually said snything or not. '

Mr. Hinze was told that now TI11ian Parks has written in demanding an explanation
of the same kind and referring not only to the letter from the POS of A but also

to the letter we wrote back to Gerald L. K. Smith; that we had received a teletype
from Philadelphia dated May 25th, pointing out that the National Blue Star Mothers

At Amaoaring we n howva o wmandims ot whisak +har going Lo have Ualima ookl fr
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he had to cancel their lease because of FBI pressure. ‘ -

I instr:J.cted ¥r. Hinze to call the Bureau by 10:00 a.m. Monday, clearing up the
following matters: L.The Bureau should be furnished the results of the interview
with the Agent - did he or did he not tell Helms they would be better off without
this group, etc. What about the allegation &€h®ther Agent 1is supposed to have
contacted him more recently, visited the janitor and looked over the place, but
made no comments concerning the Gurrent Events Club? 2. Philadelphia wire of l(a;
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the FBI. What happened to the meeting? -

For his further information, ASAC Hinze was advised we had a teletype from San
Francisco stating they had picked up information that Gerald L. K. Smith, apparer
in referring to a magazine article, said that one feature should be a photostatic
copy of the Philadelphia letter, and one of the *J. Edgar Hoover letter™ with the
background story. -
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SUBJECT: GERALD L. K. SMITH
' BLUE STAR MOTHERS OF AMERICA (Gurront Events Group)
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ASAC Hinze called from Phlladelph:l.a, pursuant to my request, to furnish P
information regarding the allegations made by Gerald L. K. Smith and Tele. hoo
by ¥4T¥Tén Parks; Secretary of the Current Events Club that the FBI kiss soor

had brought pressure on the POS of A to cancel leases in the:Lr hall held
by Smith and by the Current Bvents Group. _ T

Hinze stated SA had furnished the follcnn.m data: Some time last May
or June,men o seefile s, told him we were interested in the Blue Star
Mothers, ANE S 3

name of the Curre

C Wiy W says he generally told m they wert
a holctover from the pre-Pearl Harbor™f R First Committee and had apparently th
-same &ims. said he believed he dlsc told him t.hey were believed to be con-
tacting se en and talking to them in such a way as to try to make them less
enthusiastic about fighbixi the war. ®felms at that time showed NN the lease tha

they had signed and asked if he wanted to have them thrown s and said
that he d.id not. Iant that; t he was pleased to have them p manent.
i wR tch their aetivities.

seditious conspiracy defendant¥;~had come to Philadelphis and had made an
inflemmatory speech to the women, and as & result the Bureau had given instructior
Iio follow their activities as closely as possible. Mr. Hinze stated he assuned

when he went up there, gave them as little information as he possibly could
o what we were doing; that they had checked and ascerta:me was the only mar
' that actually had contact with Helms; tha chdindlcat.e hmg about the ne

of their organization and scme of t.heir in talki to 'Helms, he said, he
was very circumspect; that he did not make any charges t re umi triotic
or that they were seditious or agthing like that (thﬁt. 3\3,‘\_{2

Mr. Hinze stated this meeting was held last Friday - a hoe.r e, Judge Gurt-ls
¥. Rok, Common Pleas Court, and & temporary injunction wakX: ue‘d stra.:.ning the
¥patriotic Daughters of America from preventing the Blue Star Mothers (Current Ever
. Club), from having their meetings there (in the POSA Ha.l.l) ‘Helms did ng% 1 testify
at all; it was all done by the Blue Star Mothers. Parks in her testimogy Said the
Heims he.d told her that FBI men were hanging around on {ire escapes and ‘in closcis
Later on, cne of the informants said she alsc made the statement (but there seems
be some cuestion as to whether she gave this as testimony or whether it was just &

et ot emeont made Ak N AanA -‘v\ l-lnn sl room 'ln{'nv- m\ +hh+ fhﬂ PRT hnH vart nressure
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on the mayor in this matter. Mr. Hinze stat.ed lettars had bm iorwarded to the
Bureau by Phlla.delphia indicating this thing all seems to have ocourred following
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Mr. Ladd : -0

appearance of Parks in the mayor's office, ob,]ect.ing to a certain United Nations

Counci} Meeting in Philadelphia and indicating that Mayor Samuels, who has a
Jewish secretary named Ropenbers had heen mmttine some nressure
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Johm RBdgar Hoover, Direotor,

Federsl Bureau of Investigatioa, ALl ‘NF[]RMA"O‘N CONTAIN

United Stetes Department of Justioce,

T ebhington, Do Oe HEREM ¢ L35 ISSHED
My Dear Sirs BATE . w/wfre _BYserogmil

7 We are im receipt of a letter this noni.ng from the Reverend Gerald L. K.
s-:lth exclosing a photostatio oopy of a letter dated April 26th from the Federnl
Bureau of Investigatiom over your signature., You state im your letter to Mr. Smith
that at 20 time have you ever attempted to interfere with an imericants right to his
oivil liberties, In this comnectiom, we would like to poimt out to you that due to
pressure beimg brought by the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Mayor's office
in Philsdelphis we have been denied our constitutional right of free spesch, In
faot, our leage has been terminated by the P,0.8. of A. because, so they state, we
were having the Reverend Gerald L. K. Salth ag a speaker at our mesting.

77" 1 sm enolosing herewith a copy (photostatis) of a letter received from
the P OeSe of Ae, whioh deﬁnitoly poi.ntl to the Pederal Bureau of Investigatioa as
being the prime fastor in causing us to lose our imaliemable right of :roo spmh ‘

and free assembly. LooTDl 4‘ f oo 2 __MJ"W L
B

) I We would weloome any investigation you would oare to nfﬁe, aad if you .
find we have been amiss in our umdebstanding of our fundsmemtal rights as free
Ameriocans, we stand ready to pay the full peaalty, The altermative would be a o
bill of health by the Federal Bureau of Imvestigation. 4
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Set forth below is a brief summary of recent develofments inwolw. =i
ing Gerald L. K. Smith; the Blue Star Mothers of America (Current Events Niss san
Group); the latter's landlord in Philadelphia, one C. B, Helms, Stste

Secretary of the Patriotic Order So'_n’_s_: of America; and the Burean,

Under date of April 13, 1945, C. B. Helms, State Secretary of the
Patriotic Order Sons of Americe, which has & building st 1317-19 North Broad
Street, Philadelphia, addressed & letter to Mrs. Iillian Parks, Secretary,
Cwrent Events Club, same address, stating: %Several complaintse have reached
us against your holding meetings in our bullding, through members of the FEI
and otherwise. Today they advise us the Reverend Gerald Smith iz to speak here
this evening. I am compelled under the circulistences to cancel the lease and ]

advise you that we cannot permit your meeting here this evemirﬁ if M. Smith
is to be nrasent or deliver an addrasa . ® Mra, Yillian Parks.

®l. There had been no arrangement for me to speak in Philadelphia
as the letter suggests,

®2, I am convinced that no representative of your Department attempted
to coerce the management of the building referiec Lo in an attempt
to prevent my spealking in Fhiladelphis.

*3, I have confidence in you to believe that you would not participate ’\_
in any plan to deny an American'citigen his civil liberties,

*It is my personal opinion that someone in Philadelphia is impersormt-
ing a representative of your Department,.® REOORDE"’ i | ;7;
{

A check was.made with SAC Sears at Philadelpﬁ':l.a, who subaequently
advised that in connection with the investigation the Burea: hgs had pi
Tor some time relative to the Blue Star Mothers of America
the name Current
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Memorsndun for the Director

3 We Were interes P ue Star llot.hers as a general ut.ter

because they were allaged to be a holdover from the pre-Pearl Harbor America
First Committee and were contacting servicemen and talking to them in such b’
a manner as to make them less enthusiastic about fighting the war. He recalled
that Helms showed him the lease the Current Events Club (Blue Star Mothers) Y

had signed and asked Agent f he “"wanted to have them thrown out,%
whereupon%specificall he did not want that and, in fact expressed
the opinion t he was pleased tc have them permapentle Jg .

where we could watch the:l.r activities. '

In view of the contents of Helms' letter to Mrs. Lillian Parks, SAC
Sears had Helms contacted, and Helms stated that he had numerous telephone calls
regarding the Current Events Club and progressively became more and more annoyed;
that on April 13, 1945, he received an anonymous telephone call advising him
that Gerald L. K. Smith was going to address a group that evening and he there-

upon decided it was time to take mo ote the reference letter.,

Also on the same date Helms calledm Secretary to Mayor Samels .
of Philadelphia, and advised him o ephone c¢all and suggested that squad
cars and detectives be sent there. .mhen told Helms that the instant
group were trouble makers. Helms that the wording of his letter k
to Mrs. Parks was not exactly correct in that the FBI Agent who had contacted

him had made no complaint about the group btut had merely stated it was reportedly
anti-Semitic and reportedly pro-German. He also stated that no Agent had told
him Smith was going to speak but that his only information was the above-mentionec
telephone call. It was alsoc learned at that time that &lso sent a letter
to Mayor Samuels referring to his conversation ﬂthﬂin which he said:
®*] can only say that Agents of the FBI had advised ey Were pro-Nazi but

my informants tell me this is not the case but they are a group of Catholic
ladieS«sesse Opposed to the so-celled New Deal and to some extent in opposition

$o radical Jewish elements.® Mr. Sears stated that he would see to it the letter
to Mayor Samuels caused no embarrassment, It does not appesr from the above that

the actions of the Bureau Agent were in any way improper but, on the contrary,
he handled the matter d b 4

A reply was thereupon prepared to Gerald L. K. Smith acknowledging
his letter and stating:”




