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RECORDED

snitted re-itb 2 copy of the rerort
L ¢ case entitled "William Victor -
. Groppcr, * Internal Securi.ty R," #howing the informatiocn ?<;, :
presently available in the files of this Bureau with respect

to the acove czptioncd subjact. . _ »

s B It ia recomended that this mdividual bo considered

) for custodial detention in view of the existing emergency.

" . The information contained on the attached rerort eonstitutea
... ‘the basis for _appropriate eonsideration in this regard. RN

R AR D P S

It should be understuod, of course, that additional
_ ) information mgy be received from tize to time supplexzenting
_ . that already available in the Burcau's files, and as such
e e in cdas e’ ape peceived they will be made available to you so that -
, the 1nfomation in your poasession w be aupple...ented thereby. .

s S

It w111 be grently appreciated ir you will’ Id‘!’il.

q R ‘.his Pureau at Jour earneat convenience ag to the deci.nion
o T reacbed in this case, " -7 T T ;

P LA - A . . - : . ": T TN lE . ; "E

Vary trnly youra, !

f ;.l"ol‘sA(;ﬁ‘:‘ : oo LR el L
VE A Tamm_ sl \:_ 3. 0\—. mm

. C“’“-——-—-’ S 2 ar Hoover
SGlavin (’?\ \9&2 thi'u n‘ Y nﬁﬁm
oLadd_ .. 00 ‘?Rg\, I ¥E _

. Nichols .- .- A k WY e S e

. Rosep' L s »

. ’Pfaé):?'-'f":i s T sre pﬂ'\()“
.Carson " . e
L Coffey . © .
. Hendon

. Holloman______
. McGuire__

. Quinn Tamm___
. Nease

Miss Gandy

ALL INFURKATION CONT
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
DATENGI) __BY%—iaclw .
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. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 1 M. Clozz
WASHINGTON, D.C, V}’ (5 r Clswin
' /’ ’ . ErYoqe

¥ My, Nogbls, e enen

! M. Po v enaa
M- Tracy .. .

April 28, 1942.
Mr.Coffey..... ...

. . i § Mr. Quinn Tempy

M. Nepse. ... ...

. MRMORANDUM FOR MR. J. EDGAR HOOVER
77" DIRECTOR, FEDERAL BUR.A OF INVESTIGATION hi—

: )
Res William Victox{: Gropper B=2
Xt. Airy Foad
Croton, New York

Set out above is the tentative dangerousness

classification of the abeve-named individual, concern-
ing whom a dossier has been previously submitted to this.

Unit by the Bureau.

Since it appears that the .subject is not an
alien, his apprehension at this time is not desired. -

- lawrence M. C. Smith
Chief, Special Defense Unit

COMMUNIGATIONS SECTION
MAILED 11
& MAY 201942 P.M.

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

U, S. DEFARTRENT OF JUSTICE

10MAY 1 1942,
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. . october 27, 1542 "‘_ﬂ%
| " 10066809 ) 19 é)/

Special Agent in Charge v o L . .
New York - ‘ e :

ALL INFONGATIDA CONTAIED
HERE!N 1S ONCLASSIFIED |
DATE QY1 \BY S

A , The above captlon should be checked i medlately for accuracy

: agamst the 1nformat10n co'ltamed in your flles and the Burea.u should

Ye informed of any dlscrepancws. You will prepare w1thout delay a .
5" x 8" white card captloned as above and reflecting your 1nvest1gat1ve' e

case f‘11e number for filing in your Confidential Custodlal Detentlon Card"

“rolsos . File. In the event the above caption is not correct, the’ card you'

r. E. A. T;mnprepare "should be correctly captloned and the Bureau should be mformed

'CIeg'g_____gf_the correct captmn. s T S el 0:1
Glavin_ » e L A it e 2
CLadd oo wtmn of the card prepa.red and flled in your Offlce e s
.;,simr-—-mes’tr—bﬂ ?%-ge" ent at all tlmes and the Bureau 1mmed1ately ‘adv1sed of Sk
CRoséR) "m A 9’*2 €s m% e

Tr cy M A " L F

£Al) OF JHVESTIGATICN
ENT OF JUSTICE

m esEDERAL BUR
wird) S. DEPARTH

. Quipn Tamm___
. Nease,
Miss Gandy

\f\" John Edgar Hoover
Director
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ttorney @Gen<ral with referencé}to two artists, }
and Bill-¥ro per, who are being considered as
.pos:tbiltties To go aS‘rocd with the Arny Engineerg to do
"pletortal work tn connection with the war
_underatands ks Arny*u referring guch cases to the Bureau for
inypstigation,and he would Itke to be noted as & contact’ .
; 88 the event an’fnvestigati-n of thesg swo men §s requested.
. Both_of them haia Communist couneottona.gutdu
" aty Nev York, and will come to o plece .

_degignated by Lureau agents for {nteruview if necessary in -
connoction wtth theac two un. '
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r. Hendon
r. McGuire
r. Mumford
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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

WASHINGTON, D. C.

July 16, 1943

MEMORANDUM FOR
HUGH B. COX, ASSISTANT ATTORNEY .GENERAL
: AND
J. EDGAR HOOVER, DIRECTOR
FEDERAL- BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

I refer to Mr. L. M. C. Smith's memcrandum to me dated June 28,
1943, which reviews the history, developzent, and meaning of the Special
Case work and of the danger classifications that were made as a part of
that work.

‘After full re-concideration of these individual danger classifica-
tions, I am satisfied that they serve no useful purpose. The detention
of alien enemies is being dealt with under the procedures established
by the Alien Enemy Control Unit. The Special Case procedure has been :
found to be valueless and is not used in that connection. There is no L.
statutory authorization or other present justification for keeping a ' L
"custodial detention" list of citizens. The Department fulfills its LR
proper functions by iavestigating the activities of persons who may have ’
violated the law. It is not aided in this work by classifying persons
as to dangerousness. . -

Apart from these general considerations, it is now clear to me that ,
~this classification system is inherently unreliable. The evidence used . -\
for the purpose of making the classifications was inadequate; the stand-
ards applied to the evidence for the purpose of making the classifica-
tions were defective; and finally, the notion that it is possible to
make a valid determination as to how dangerous 2 person is in the ab-
stract and without reference to time, environment, and other relevant
circumstances, is impractical, unwise, and dangerous,

JROT RO

L3 AT e

For the foregoing reasons I am satisified that the adoption of this
.classification system was a mistake that should be rectified for the
future. Accordingly, I direct that the classificztions heretofore made

should not te regarded as classifications of dangerousness or as a

. . e —mene e - — - " B e ———




determination of fact in any sense. In the future, they should
not be used for any purpose whatsoever. Questions raised as to
the status or activities of a particular person should be dis-
posed of by consideration of all available information, but
without reference to any classification heretofore made.

A copy of this memorandum shculd be placed in the file ?
of each person who has hitherto been given a classification. In
addition, each card upon which a classification appears should be
stamped with the following language:

"THIS CLASSIFICATION IS UNRELIABLE. IT IS
HEREBY CANCELLED, AND SHOULD NOT BE USED

AS A DETERMINATION OF DANGEROUSNESS OR OF
ANY OTHER FACT. (SEE MEMORANDUM OF JULY 16,
1943 FROM THE ATTORNEY GENERAL TO HUGH B.
COX AND J. EDGAR HOOVER)."

* »

Attorney General
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It 1s rioted that thia”cuor was cloaod lwifh the r report “of

your Office dated Jmu'y 9, 9k2,
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repdrt .lhould Yo auw.tm'

ann ’lu.l
Noou. -

......




{ |
. e e e NG e e B -
- U e L X

3
2

U7 ¥ILLIAM VICTOR GROPPER
.. INTERFAL SXCURITY . ¢ -
' Vvi'n ca'n"eldr to the Bﬁé‘ﬁi

o : Jour attention is N s '1“%0'!"‘,0?
..~ Septembder 22, 1943, instructing you to sudmit & report in the above
',»__'-captionéd case. This matter should be given {rmediate attention. ::

AL INFORESATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED - D .
DATE 3]0 129 BY Se-/acfiy

COMMUNICATIONS SECTIZH |

# FEB. 435
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Subject born De 3,

‘employed by the MORNING FREEDOM

and FREEDOM OF THE PRESS COMPANY, as 8 cartooniat,

4n NYC, He ‘resides in Croton-on-the-ﬂudson, HeYss!
_with his wife, SOPHIE, whom he married in Chicago
“in 1926. Subject presently drawing cartoons for
. "Daily Worker", “"Morning. Freiheit" and ”New Massea
'1is a.llegedly an artist of some repute. Detailed
L information set forth concemlng subject'a Commmis‘b

ties ‘and affiliationse . ..

U F o RsATION M TANED
-p - EReN 19 URCLASSHFIED EXCERT
h-“’ WNERE SHOWN omivw"SE_. .

) dat-ed Janue.ry 9, 1942 “at .

ASIHONS and pubs -

. lished by theé
for 1938-1939, reflects that the subjec

_in New York City on December 3, 1897, the son of HARKY and JENNY
The subject was educated at the NATIONAL ACADEMY OF DESIGN, and the NEW YORK

SCHOOL OF FINE AND APPLIED ART.

ct is a cari',oonist end pa.:.nter, was born’

the New York Sunday WORLD, from 1925 to 1927.

" He ‘has been & contributo
SMART SET, VAN TY FAIR, VOGUE, NEW MA.SSES, SUNDAY WRKER, MORNING‘ FREIHEIT

- othern. "

\m o's mo 1n American' Jewry”,
TIONAL NEWS ASSOCIATION, INC., 72 Fifth Avenue, New York City,
JENNY }(NIDEL) {GROPFER, 5

_ He was staff cartoonist on the New York Sunday s
. TRIBUNE, from 1919 to 1921, _and

r to the NEW YORK POST;, THE' me, THE DIAL, SPUR,::

and

Y B
COPIES DEITROYI

. COPIES OF THIS REPORT
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WY 100-080 QONF mAQ

' His works include: "The Golden Land® - a series of political cartoons ;
(1927; "USSR IN 56 DRAWINGS" (1928); "ALAY 00P"~ a story in pictures (1930); i
' bg_ut 16 books e S

paintings include "The Senate®:

< HiB ngs _ = published by Living American Art
prints published by the AMERICAN 'ARTISTS GROUP; murels painted for SCHENLEY: '@
‘DISTILLERS CORPORATION, HOTEL TAFT," and the Freeport, Long Islend ‘Post Offices . .
He has paintings in the collections of the MUSEUM OF MODERN ART and the WHITNEY
" MUSEUM OF AMFRICAN ART, He has been awarded the PIERRE MacDONALD FRIZE, the .
" WANAMAKER PRIZE, the COLLIER PRIZE, and the EARMON PRIZE. He is a member of
" the MURAL PAINTERS SOCIETY (Director); the AMERICAN ARTISTS CONGRESS (Exec utive
" Board member in 1936); the AMFRICAN SOCIET OF PAINTERS, SCULPTORS, AND R
' ENGRAVERS; the AMERICAN GROUP, and the AMERICAN NEWSPAPER GUILD. . . -
e Lo “-j..j.;_ -;':.' s e »:_'i ) G;v‘b . e."' : : e
. He married SOPHIE'( "in 1925 in Chicago, Illinois, and lives with -
and his children, GENE and LEE, at Mount Airy Roed, Croton-on-Fudson, New. ' .

“her
Yorks . - S ATE :
=7 & check of the Selective Service Board, $753, Montrose, New York, . -
-~ reflected that the subject has order number 10380; resides at Mount Airy

. Road. Croton-oneHudson, New York,.  telephone CRoton 3619,  His birth date

. was confirmed, and he gave his wife's neme as SOPHIE,

~ He claimed employment with the MOKNING FREIHEIT PUBLISHING COMPANY,

. 35 Eagt 12th Street, New York .City, end the FREEDOM OF THE PRESS COMPANY, 50
. East 15 th Street, New York City,. His-Social Security number is 082-01-7740, :
"His education, as above stated, was confirmed, and he also cleims to have studie IR

at the FERRER ART SCHOOL for 4 years. He listed his occupation as a political: . )
< cartoonist, end claimed 25 years experience in this work, averaging $50 a week

" income. The subject claimed to have painted varicus murals for the Govermment, _ .
" including the new Interior Building in Weshington, D.C. and the Northwestern - .

* Building, a postal station, in Detroit, Michigane T T

The subject stated that he was married on October 26, 1926, at Chicago,

pgg that his son, GENE, was born in 1928 and his son, LEE in 1952, Te ovns . B

8 own home and 26 acres of ground in Croton-on-Hudson, which he values at

“ .. . On April 6, 1943, te Draft Board received a letter from the UeSe': - 2

ENGINEERS OFFICE of the War Department, Room 601, 120 Wall Street, New York .

' City, advising thet the subject was scheduled to leave for duty in North ©. - R A

" Africe, as en artist doing war worke By letter ‘dated May 4, 1943, the Local

Board wes advised by the War Department that the subject had failed to’'qualify -
for this position. ’ ' IR

The subject was classified in €lass 4-A on December 28, 1942,




. which reads as follows:
R,ﬂPortfolio. New York: 'l'he ACA Gallerie

B A \§ . e N L -(

- le of 1nstant"case s a mn-page a.d, talbén

Appearing 1n the New YO!‘K ﬁ
T RADIOS. The upper half of the

”from' "Time magazine, advertising CAP
page is a portrait pe.mted by WILLIAY QROPPER for ﬁw CAPEHART COLLECTION T

- depicti.ng the siege or Leningrad.

New York Tmea for October 31, 1945, :ls a small ad
»your Brother's Blood Cries Out® by William Groppere’
$5. A protfoli.o of_drawmge of the

Appearing in ﬂze




Page’ 509 of the’ D]}'_—"_: geport reﬂacts that th subj L's neme. appear
on a 1etterhea.d of the! WORKERS II’TEMATIONAL RLLIEF ‘a8 8 ‘member of . .~
" the National Comnmi tt - The DIES report, on page 545, reflects i.nformationi
concerning  the JO CLUB, 430 6th Avenue, . New York c:lty. vhich was -

B aatabliehed by a group o Among thes

Tl ﬁw DIES re ort, on. page 547, reflects that the au'bject was listed,‘as’
*.. ‘an officer of the{WORKERS CULTURAL FEDERATION, wkich was organized in 1931
" _and ‘comprised 179 orgenizations. _The New York Times for May 19, 1930,
" {ssued a signed statement 'in protest by the JOHN REED CLUB, of what was
termed the "Red sca.re ; among the signers was "j_l'he su‘bject o




SRR <)

te.0 - The School for Democracjr., 13 Astor Plaéo, New York City, announced
at the summer class for 1942 would be conducted at -cadia, Fishikill, New.

Y_t)_rl;‘,_;'" J_Ltg_x_oﬂg the lecturers was WILLIAM GROPPER,

e

reflects that the subject i’

Th_e,XD&tly Worker for February 28, 194

was to be a spesker at Manhattan Center on March 2,.1941, to honor MIKE GO
his 25 years o

£ aotivity in behalf of the labor

‘Daily Worker columist, for
~movemente .. ) -

© ..+  The Daily Worker for December 31, 1940, reflected that the subject
~'. was one of eight artists who had their names added in support of the - -
- 7 $300,000 cémpaign of the AMERICAN RESCUE SHIP MISSION , to aid Spanish

PRSLI C e

R Daily Worker for August 28, 1941, contains a picture of & .-
subject end en article to the effect that he is happy to turn over '~
- thousands of rubles to the Soviet Govermment for the purchase of medical
suppliee for the Red Army; this article states that the subject has had - .-
a bank account accumulating in Russia, which has purchased meny of his - :
" paintings, and also peys him royalties for thousands of reprints made of .~ .2
his work. GROPFER is described as a great favorite of the Soviet public,
and smong his numerous paintings now hanging in Soviet galleries are those
___in the Moscow Museum of Western Art, the Kharkov Museum end the Biro-Bidjen
"7 "Museum. The Soviet Govermment has been depositing this money in the bank =
for many years end the subject wants it used to help relieve the suffering of .
. wounded Soviet soldiers. He hopes that American artists and writers, whose .
" work the Soviet Government has commended 80 warmly, will likewise turn over Fugp
: their earnings to this worthy cause. Pl s s I T

C 'Ehe'pD»IES repox':"bs on p'a'ge"'l'sz'z,‘ ré').‘.flect thatfhe inééaﬁne, _"ﬁiéay" ’ p
made its first appearance on Msy 15, 1940, arid the subject wes lis_ted as one. .

of its cartoonists -

. . The DIES report on page 1680 reflected that the subject was a
signer of an open letter calling for greater unity of the ‘Anti-Fascist forces
and the strengthening of the front against aggression through closer - .
" cooperation with the Soviet union. This letter was released on August 14; -7
. signed by 400 "leading Americans®, < © ’ T I o

{7 The New York files reflect that the subject has been "eiénx_;_éc_f_be&j‘»l a
‘or affiliated with the following orga.nijzations,uwhi‘.ch‘,: in verying de_gre_ea,'j._ -

are allegedly Communistice ™ -7 .- 7= .

WIS b ey i e o 30 (Ead e TR
B pys

In 1941 - a member of the New York Conference for Inaliehéble Rights
In 1941 - A sponsor of thé\United Americean-Spanish Aid Committee

-5 =
» &




e L

the Anmerican Artists COngress '
=A ‘member of the}Associated American Art sts

vk ey

'In 1941 < A dinner spesker at the 4th American ¥
_and Congress of American Artists. . .-
spogsor of the dimmer for ELIZABETH G
L ‘ v_iti:ena Committee to Free Earl’ Browder ‘on Febmu—y z
: 'I.n 1942 - A sponsor of a ‘dinner on October 27 given by the Joint '
... Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee. - SR

In 1942- A sponsor of the Artists Front to Win the Wa.r
" In 1943 - A contributing editor to "New Masses" magazine..




NEW YORK FIELD DIVISION

. At Montrose, Neu“!jork il obtain a photographic copy of that portion -
of the subject's Selective Service file which-is in his ha.ndvritlng, and

submit same to the Bureau, ‘4n accordance vith recent ‘Bureau instruetion.
requesting han&writi.ng apeci.mem f‘or 111 koy ﬁ.gure-. '

At Nev YorkCHi - Vlill continuo. to report ucti.viﬁec of the lubject as

- : obtainod ﬁ'om confidenthl mfomantlo .
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‘William Gropper ‘

Taken from Daily Worker, 1-22-40, p.5.4
Qo

*

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN |S.UNCLASSIFIED
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GROPPEE AT WORK
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APPROVED AND
| FORWARDEO:

e

"~ dipner.
REFUGEE COMM

‘gubject
on-the-Hudson, NI,
INT ANTI-FASCIST RE

‘ dgtody&p

'\\and SOPHIB~
The admission was $1, whi
It was givon for

OMMITTEE and evof)yh

"The.

.....‘

rid 7, 1944 at Hew Tork,

LT vhe subject of this case 1. be
“.'m tho m !ork Field Divilion. _, Ry
T e iy B, 1944, 1ssus of m"ﬁny

§§1m advised that July lst was

OPPER, Mount ALry Road, Cr
‘while the paymen

- A n

*ALL 1IFORMATION crmm.so
MERER 1S URCLASSIFIED EXTE
WHERE SHOKE oxmsme,m

ing'.oonsiderad n. key ﬂ.gur

Workor" in the "mt'o
lesta time ot the GROPPERS, ‘gr ., f [
be held st the home of BILL S
ton-cn-the-nudson. Few York.

t of §2 included & turkey -
I-FASCIST,

Fiesta was to

‘the benefit of the Jom
ody m _1elcom.

cp e

. 5 GNTAIXUSWT PRITINS orews




e CONDRRTAL

£ for July 4, 1944 adﬁoodv that tho ‘nggu.‘

The "Daily
had ettracted a great deal of coument, STANLEY u.sasucs ;;u to act as
noted

master of ceremcnies, and among those appearing were
oncert pianist; IOWER of the Columbia Broadenting Systems and m

]
DB 2 the South American sensational guitarist; and & swing
-do w of " 15ht.of tho_‘ lud:l.ng jan maiciana ot tha M York nidxt lub'

L " nw subjeot'o ou'toonl contlnuo to uppear y:requently in the
. "paily Worker®.. These are being onppod and woé in the subjeot's cas:
tuo 1n tho How !ork Offico.

‘:"'I'.tfe" nguino for Jame 12,
“om tho subject, showing his photogreph and photographs of
tained in the New York tile, and photognphie

. copiu of the subject's photograph are being tomrded to tho Bureau u :

o onolosuru with copiu of mhnt report.

"Dd.ly torhr" m Janury 80. 19“ on page" 8, ad:viud
b was held on Jamuary 27th at MANHATTAN CENTER to pey
rtist. The lubjoct was

P . SV Bl Sl ide e

ot a mting 'uhic
¢ribute to ART YOUNG, deceased pro-cemniat t

om of tho npoahra. ,

onaors‘ of the ct'dzena
York City COuncilo ,

ottho'p
totbom’

- fe m subjeot na luted as cne
m.w..n (:omittoo to ohct ssmvxs,




graphio coptes of a photograrh of mbect.
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- NEW me rmm DIVISIO!

'At llontrose, llew Iorks

: ‘s 7 'Will obtain & photogmphio copy ot that poruon of the mbjoot'
-Bolooﬂvo Service file which is in his handwriting, and subzdt same to . .-

" the Bureau, in sccordance with recent Bureau mtmotions roquosting Imnd :
urit:lng apeoima tor an by figuros. S S - , A

A% Hew York Citys =

o S lill oontinuo to report cemmist t.otiviﬁu of the subjeot
as obtaimd from conﬁdontial informants and from a review of the "Daily

Workor"




4-750 (Rev. 4-17-85)

o

O

o e

I ({
Lo -

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET
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| Federal L. _au o: .vestigation 11K Pept of Justice- yr. vopxk 7
asand Nep YORK FIEID DIV

) : IANEREENANNESE ERARNRCC S D NN NREE]

T WRITE IN THIS BLANK SPACE
a
- ) ) bv
oty A - - S - ° 1
d
’ -~ .‘ 17. If now taking any course
! - of training or study,
give:
. . : Type of course
School
Date you expect to complete
course:

! PRESENT JOB f you are now workingm’ if you have a job.)
rLE oF YOUR PRESENT JoB: 9. .
St apriense Yrs. ZSICI- ——-- SR

@tmk}oam.wﬂw quygd" NEWS PAPEQ CAETOO”’QI" uthhtm;‘%t;rs

write “student.”)
UTIES OF YOUR PRESENT JOB: ) : . .

(8o instruction 5) : S .
L _CcREAYE AND_ DRAW: POLITICAL cARTOONS
-Foie. eIy NEWSPAPERS

) o’i"“s;;;"fi’g‘;’l‘u%eﬂm EDucATIONAL | Magine pemied x g

:::1::::::::::?); proprietor /MORNING~ F%E?:M Z%L’SH’NG’ Co, p
wor yourself, *‘self-emp! R

ldréeaofpl#oe of work Bb EAS." e ST, NEW ygﬁk » ~.%

JBINESS: (Give specific kind of farm, mmmbcnl}dmtwmnlnm) . (Quy %m or (Ooaky) . (Btate)

plepiculloinos wule s NEWSPAPER - R EDITORIAL

_or may not be the same as your present job given above. If none, write “nons.”)

OR WHICH YOU ARE BEST FITTED (Describe the kind of work you think you are best Bited to do at present. This may B

LB oF JoB ForR WHICH Yoq-An BesT Frrrep: 25, -~ : "
S EWS PAPER. CARYOONIST o i Eirtagd e TS

this job the same as your present job? Yes. [JNo. If “No,” fill in item 27,

uriEs or Jom rom Waion You Aax Brsr Frrrzo: = -~ - ‘ e
”~ B , P , =

~

POR WHICH YOU ARE NEXT BEST FITTED (Describo the kind of work you think you are next best tted to o, If Bone, Writo -0ome.”)

ILE OF Jon xon Wmca You Are NexT BEsT FiTTED: 29, ung: e."Darlence e

at this of work: Yrs, ---.s ——
“ARNST ANb -DAIN)"E7°\ Poaan: 73/1 3:‘,_““. ;

8 resent job? No. If “No." fill in item 31.
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Hotel Gommodore last night,
where hié. worked as a'child, oz the

i

I

Es
B

It was |

i




{ =gt “Gropper, ~famous
_g.rzg’tiist, was showered with honors by
wtists @ ‘people’s leaders from
*\ many paris gmorld’at a dinner
lﬂiren by . theqNoint ‘Anti-Fascist

L ]iC'ommo 5re Monday night.: -~ .
RN *; andburg was chief speaker.

- ‘Helen Gahagad Douglas, Rep, John
:M. Coffee, Ben-Gold,. president, the

Refugee Committee a} the Hota

" “Warm greetngs from Secretary
"ot the Interior, Harold L. Ickes; the
:Union of Soviet Artists, David Low,
feading - British - cartoonists; Rep.|

.Fur “and_ Lesther “Workers,, CIO.
" “and ‘many other anti-fasoists ¥e'S
“read to the crowd of 1 arly 1,000
- “Greelings to Gropper, & fellow .
# artist in_ the great fight ‘against
- faselsm,” said Low’s cable. --% ...
j.“The Unlon .of Soviet Artists told
* &ropper that: “= " X
L>* «With unflagging attention and-
" admiration  art workers - of -the:
USSR, follow your public appear-
* ances 'and your - excellent. " and -
"pointed cartoons.”. : :
‘RED ARMY CAPTAIX-

7 % A uniformed Red Army captain,

“Orest Shevsov, delivered the’ R

great fighter agaiust

sky, War surgeon. - -
The youthful-looking artist da

" Car] Sandburg, perhaps the.

~|showed his émotion ‘as he spoke ©

his old friend, Bill Gropper.. .-

. Sandburg ¢
the German

~pezsor,

tathe Nazis.

- O NON- Ravh
s, g e

87 DEC 1219

Red Army greels .érop )

. Bill Gropper s only 25 years odl. :
on this birthday, said ~Edward|at the bottom of the

Chodorov, the playwright, who was Franco's sples and of his refueing
introduced by Dr. Edward K. Bar-|of Nazi submarines Myers warned.

tury's- greatest | American - poet,|’

! Of Bill Gropper, Who, hé said, was|
using” his " immense s“imagination
and creative art in human service.” ;
contrasted Gropper with " Dorothy , Parker, Norm

SN

=" dandburg sead tWO 1 )
 |musical voice... The first of 8 N

wegian patriot, who  defied the Ges-

|tapo men, while- they slowly broke
le.

his fingers, brought tears to peo,

e e 4 B £

“‘The ‘divers gave more than| Frederick N. «Blackie” Myers, vico
$12,500 for the anti-fascist commit-|president of the National Maritime-
tee’s work in rehabilitating victims| Union, ‘lashed Gropper's ‘encmies,”
of Franco snd other fascist dic-ithe fascists of Spain jn. unspauing;

his Iife from the time in 1919 when|Axis
he began drawing for “the ‘people,
‘the speaker explained. - B ,'{[ q

the Falange
f ‘network in .

‘German - inteilectuals he met in Dean Dixon, -the “Negro musiclan
the 1920’s, who abandoned the peo- and Margaret Lombardo, Tloedard
ed|ple In disdain, and thus opeped thejof Me: e among  the othed:
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REPORT MADE BY

REPORT MADE AT
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cartoonist for -mnx S
st activities,

raised $2500 for Joint Anti-Pascist Remgeo ) . )

Committees Subject recently joined the ™
American Committee for the Yugoslav Relief
Ship, 58 Park Avenue, NYC, Subject continues:

- to reside Mount Airy, crotcn-on-xndson, RY.

- P# = T
REFERD!CE: Bureau File No. 100-66809, L.‘C-
e Report of
at Rew Iork, Nu !ork. el L

".['he subject of th:ls case 1s considered a key f:lgure :ln tho
‘Nel York Field Div'uicn. o

-. Rl

A8 reflected by the current issuss of the DAILY WORKER and
md 1 SUNDAY WORKER, "

“SUNDAY WORKER, the aubJect contimues employment 25 a cartoonist for the nm;t

. APPROVED AND R
FORWARDED:

" DO NOT WRITE INTHESE SPACES * .

L eorms nzsmomn

U. 5. ONVERNMEST PRIXTENO Of
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A review of the files of the New York Field Division re-
flected the following information regarding the subject:

At an auction held November 12, 1944 at the home of the
subject, $2500 was raised for the benefit of the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee
Committeo,

. The subject's name aﬁpe X
sidered by the Organizing Commities of thegefferson School of Social
Scioneo as a poseible guest lecturer and forum participant,

The §s-name Qpeared on a letterhead as a sponsor
of the Art Committee of ational Council of American<Soviet Friendship,
Ince ) ) ‘

/

In a clipping taken from the’ IE!S VOICE, dated February
26, 1944, it was stated that the subject spoke at an exhibit of paintings
by negro and white socially conscious artists at the George I‘uhington
Carver School, New York City,

Ject wrote a form letter, undated, requesting
financial support 4 MASSES.

Regarding the subject's background, it was determined from
the files of this office that the subjectts drawings appeared among & group
of drawings by American artists being exhibited in the Museum of Western
Art in Moscow under the auspices of the Artists Committee of the National
Council of American=-Soviet Friendship, Ince

The subject was a of the editorial staff otﬁﬁomn

which was the predecessor of the . PIONEER" official publication of the
Junior sectionof the IWO, A




. an:l fmera' children,* The subject's name appearsd on the gemeral = ¢%ii .
1list of fraternsls of the IWO serving on the MAX BEDACHT Birthday Committee

. 3n 1943, The. subject's cartoon "Bopls Become Bombs® won second prize -~

© ' '4n a contest sponsored by the American Society of Magazine cartoonista
'of the New !ork Defense Savinge Staff ot the rreamry Dapartnent. :

The PIONEER" was described as a "magasine for worker_s'

,-~~,-:-~.'-» : ,.n cen

In 191.3, the subject m liatod as a sponsor :or the

council of tverican-Soviet Friendshipe .. EEERTEE

The foilowi:ng clipping waa taken from the DAILI WORKE'R

dated Deecmber 26, 1944t R

®PAINTERS, SCULPTORS JOIN YUGOSIAV RELIEF

®Outstanding American painters and sculptors have joined
t.heﬁmerican Coumittee for the Yugoslav Relief Ship, 58 Park Avenue,

organized to send a ship laden with warm clothing and relief supplioa N

to the heroic people of Tugoslavia, it was announoed " ‘~_
and értiéts.

: n10ur purpose,? the comittee has announcod, tis to fill

& ship with warm clothing, blankets, shoes, and relief supplies from
the people of America to the heroic people of Yugoslaviae Allied

observers have reported that devastation in Iugoslavia is t.he worst '
in mn'ope. They need these things deSperatoly.' : o )

_ 58 Park LWo

. The following clipping was tak.m fron the DAII.! MKER
dated December 16, 19442 . . R

'J\IP ART AUCTION SUNDAY AT 2 Pl.M.

"Repe Vito Marcantonio and Eugene P, Connolly today -
announced that the New York County Committee of the American Labor
Party would hold an art auction tomorrow (Sunday) beginning at
2 pone The auction will be held at studios and galleries of the

-l -

ST ';l'ha subject. signed an open letter 0 the President aponsorod .'
R by the American Council on Soviet Rolatiom urging the declaration of nr S
. on Finland 1!1 19420 ’1.;‘::‘..‘..__>,,_. : : P %

nBundlea ahould be sent or brrought ‘to the cunittee .t

Subject's name was included 1n a growp of names of sculptors : g S




567 Sixth Aves Prooeeda ‘of the
held by the County orgsnisation will’
omit‘bo and the artists and their

- -mzmxms 'ro onopm on n:s 1.7+.h Bnmmn L

: -wmm Gropper'a l.'7th birthday was celebrated at a

: d:l.nner sponsored by the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committees -
. Following are some of the peetings receivod by the tamons S
L u't:lst and cartoonilt. . LT

* #* *

"HAROLD L. ICKES,

ey e e P N

| secret.ry of the Intertors - N
T N sk to extend to you my xreetinga on your birth-
.' day anniversary. Tt is gratifying to me to be able to tell m
" that the large three-panel mural designed and executed by you
" of the second floor of the Department of the Interior Building

| express their admiration of your work.

L -wall um. i

e xoted English Cmoanist

 wGpreetings to Gropper, from a fellow artist in the great
fight against fascisme

of 1The Building of a Dam,? and now mounted upon cne of the walls

' 4n washington, is seen daily by many appreciative persons vho o :

"My best wishes are for your oontinued success and o

B e e g . v .. At e i T T PN T




#1777 wie are happy to greet you not only as a gifted ..
" grtist whose splendid drawings and cartoons are widely lmown
" "the world over and in our country in particular, but also

" @8 a courageous, wholehearted fighter against Nazism and all '
" dnds of reactione An important rols has fallen on artists - .- o
" 4n today's great war, and we Soviet cartoonists are proud to . - 7 R

" know that you sre with us in this struggles

ede
Lo T L

#THEODORE-DREISER o A _
' _'ﬂnyouknwl'walmslikcdyourdrmgaand '
Paintings = resson: the besuty of their form and the clarity of "

their social interpretations. Here's wishing you 104 more hap py i
birthdays with no police to interfere.® v

‘The above clipping included the subject!s pictures - - .

© . the following clipping was taken from vhe DATLY WORKER dated .
December 6, 19442 S CRRCR RO R S
) . S / f L -~

WPEOPLE'S/LEADERS, ARTISTS HONGR . .~ - . o
BILL CROPPER AT DINNER HERE i T

by ArtqSnields

: ‘ '@ﬁx&%fmw peoplets artist, was showered
with honors by artists’ peoplets leaders from many parts of the 2T
- world at a dinner given by the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Comittee -
. ab the Hotel Commodore Monday mights . i et e
- ®Carl-Sandburg was chief speakers L

. “¥arm greetings from Secretary of the Interior, Harold oo
Lo Ickes; the Union of Soviet Artists, David Low, leading British
cartoonists; Rep. Helen Gahagan Douglas, Repe John ¥, Coffee, Ben
~Gold, president, the Fur and Leather Workers, CIO, and many other
anti-fascists were read to the crowd of nearly 1,000 diners,

‘-6-




Y 100-1030

"iGreetings to:Gropper, \
great vf:lght aga.i.nst fasc:l.an T sa.td I.ow's cabloo

rFith unflagging menuon and adni.ratiou 'u-t

worlnera of the USSR follow your publ:lc appearanees and you:-

excellent. and pointed cartoons.

: "“:;_"the Red Arw's groetd.ngs in persons -

"A unifomd Red h'uy captain, 0’93*)'51‘"3”: gielivered Do :

'k
., N

%3The stmgglo against fascim :!.s being fough‘b by

"art.ists as vell as ﬂth arms, 'said tbe Red Lr:v aomer.

Foaam e

 wihe Red Arny greets Gropper a8 a great ﬁghter

against fascisme!

"The diners gave more than $12,500 for the anti-fascist

" committeets work in rehabmtating victims of Franco and other
faac:lst dictatmo

u"imaginat'ion and creative art in human aervice.

' "Bﬂ.l Gropper 18 only 25 years old on this birthday, SRR
said Edwﬂ*ﬂhodorov, the playwright, who was :l.ntrodnced by Dr. I
Edward K(Barslq, Spanish war surgeons - L R

nThe youthrul-looking artist dates his life fron

. the time in 1919 when he began drawing for the people, the -
~ speaker explaineds

nCarl Sandburg, perhaps the eeutury's greatest Amarican '

poet, ahdwed his emotion as he apoke of his old friond, Bill Gropper.

"Of Bill Gropper, who, he aa:!.d was using his 1mense

- ”Sandbnrg contrastod Gropper with the Germn mtenectnalﬂ o
he net 1n the 1920ts, who abandoned the people i.n disdain, and thus -
opened the doors wide to the Nazise

' "Sancnmrg read two poems in his musical voice. The first

of a Norwegian patriot, who defied the Gestapo men, while they
slowly broke his fingers, brougtrb tears to peoplels eyes,




NY 100-1030

"I.ASHES FRAHGO

e "Fredorick ‘He tBlackie® Meyers, vice president of the -
- ,!ational Maritime Union, mmd Gropper's enend.es, the faedste of"
Spa:ln 1n mepar:l.ng mde. ' ' par

L -V "Say:lng many N nenbers were .at‘ the botton of the sea‘
mut . T becmse of Franco's sples and of his refueli.ng ot Nas.t snbmrinea
meremnedthats R AT R L

'"Franco :ls etm the ally of t.he Arl.!- S

N R U long as thie situation exista none ot us are eafe.
.le ean destroy the Nazi and Japanese armies, but as long as the ERI
Falange is building its fascist netnork in Latin Amerioa, the nexb

' vworld war is nnder pneparation. i o v

'"Seamen denand th:l.e mess be cleaned up,?

"Dorothy arker, Homan(orwin, Dean—’lln.xon, the negro S
musician and l(ergmt-t.onbardo-‘rloedano of Mexico were amoug the .
.other speakers. - 2

e The DATLY WORKER dated December 6, 1944 contained a picture o
of the eubject. and his wife with cm. sm:sum taken at the dinner mrk:lng Lot
o the swject's birthdaye . - . 7o y Lo

: ’ The folloning clipp.tng, which mcludes the embject's pictnre,
was taken from the DAILY WORKE:R dated Decenber 5, 1944s

’ "GROPPER'S EARLY STRUGGLES ENRIGH HIS WORK

By Art Shields .
o - . ®0ur om Bill gropper, who was honored at a birghday o
oelebrat.ion at the Hotel Commnodore last night, has never torgotten NCETS tE
“the sweatshops where he worked as a child, or the *home work! he S

, "The menory has fneled hi.e drive to help change t.he world o
ever eince. _ o : . e

"Bill's fa.ther and mother con.ldn't quite feed the f anﬂy
' by world.ng all day in the little East Side garment factory and taking
. the work homes So Bill had to helpe From the age of 10 on he was
sewing buttons every nighte o




7 "' wHe just put the faces of his friends and' neighbore
_ matsb.op workera a.ud boeoee,‘ on the comnto L

L ""men he began pntting
of vrappﬁns papero
SiRE 'Hie ehance came , when George Bellm = artist for th
old llassee - began teaching him in the eketching claes at the
L I"errar sohool on the Eeat Side e.t night. iy

el 'Billwaeinhie nidteene then. Behad quitlrigh
-«»._eohool to work as a bushel boy in a clothing store, And the facee
 that came in and out of the lent were going into hie pietnree
"’at nig}‘t. o ":—.~ A . "'~. BT .-."-‘ W ':. ;

4..,.

o "‘l'he kid'e stu.ff nade a hit et a neighborhood T
exhibition. The director of the New York School of Fine and
Applied Art gave him a scholarships. And later recomzended him
for his first newspaper Jobe

FoesTIITA - wihe conservative editor of the old New !ork Trib\me,
_ whore he gort. his firat art Job, was in on the borninge

CoF g #The editor had sent s reporber ‘and Bill to the m B
hallonE.FourthSt.,whereImethimeoonefter. ‘ PRI

L 'Bill's job was picturee - of 'bonbs' eaid t.he

C 'It was & long, narrow, poorly lit hsll where a _
'rribune reader might expect ghosts, red ghosts, to pop oute But : U
when the reporter asked the editor of the Wobbly paper, ¢ Webd 'lorkm-, A
for tbombst, Les Chumley, the tall, pale, pleasant editor, smiled as he . . :
saids 'Bombs, surely, here are the only kind we have in this hall. AP T
And he gave Bill and his eompanion a btmdle of pamphlete. N T

L

'FIREDBISEDITOR A e ‘
| ’ "Artist and reporter were oonverbed at. once. # LT e

®1fe fired our editor,? said Bill, 1and I went to work
for the Rebel Worker, which was leading a campaign to free Bill
Haywood, Tom Mooney and other working class prisoners, and to defend
Soviet Russiae! 9

R T T T T T A T L N e T
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... .. - "Billts black and white l:lne drawings quickly becam
: famoua. I still remember the gaunt, wispy figure of Andy -
~ Furuseth, seamen's leader, which emerged from the pages of ths -
»-v_”_;mberator (later the New Masses)after Bill covered the AFL
i 'convention at Atlant:lc 01ty 1n 1919 tith John Reed‘ B

‘ “ " etne youpg artist worked with lsborers in Caba, Be-
. 1dved on the Bowery for a couple of years, And he develOPOd
- politieally with the comnnists he m meeting. -

e : 'Hia art became more , versatile and origi.nal B:I.ll A
e ’coxﬂ.d work with any material, I remember how he sketched the - - o
7 trial of Jim larkin, Irish leader, on newspapers, when ho was eeer Tl
’ denied the right to br:lng drawing paper :I.nto court.

‘sBi1 became“i"reih.eit staff artist in 1924, and has

'orkéd with the paper ever since, Though slick paper editors
are calling for work, the Freiheit, ths New llassea and the
Dally and Sunday Worker come firste. - co

®*He began painting some ten years ago and his paintings

hang in the best galleries and museums todays But Bill picks his T

.. own subjectse He is a son ot the people, ﬁ.ghtins for then every oo
day of his 1i.fe.* _ ,

aubject illustrated a pamphlet entitlod, &Is Dewey the
llan?' by Sender arlin, former columist for the DAILY woam, th:lch pamphlct A_

was pnblished by the Workers Iibrary Publishers, Ince

- bl mdotemmed that the subject
continues to reside a ount Airy Road, Croton~on-Hudson, New York.

-pEupING-

«l0 =




hme f.o follow and report« the ictﬂiv"iﬁie’idif the
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FormNo,1

¥ ; THIS CASE ORIGrATEDAT NEW Imx

| | B
Iy ‘ 9t S

REFERENGE: ke 110 1oo=-66809. . UATEJX{LB;__BY'

IETATLS: ] ) The 'bitle of this case is being marked changed to reﬂect

Subject atill resides at Mount .A:Lry, Croton-on-Hudson, S
NY and is employed as a cartoonist for the Morning - .=
' Freiheit and New Masses, Subject frequently contributes -
. cartoons to Daily Worker, Subject, white, born 12/3/97,
in NYC, Subject's father born Roumania and mother born
Poland, Subject married 10/26/26, Chicago, to SCPHIE
\\}EANKEL, Subject has been cartoonist for Daily Worker,
rning Freiheit and New Masses and has been active in
_ Commnist work for many yearse He has been & member of .
"the American Committee for Yugoslav Relief; sponsor of
Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee, and Arb Committee
of the National Council of American Soviet Friendship, and
has been affiliated wj.t.h numerous. other Communist front S

S R - L |
U T T L L ALL INFORMATION co:\.wm—:o' .
Tt hen ot HEREIN S UNCLASSIFIED = |

o

SAC letter Number 28, Series 1946 12/46¢ S 1
Repcmg of 3/ 5/45 ’ New Iork. -

the correct name of the subject as SAMUEL GROPPER, with -
aliases, w111:l.am V:lctor Gropper and B:Lll Gropper as aet

APPROVED AND . -
FORWARDED:

3 ~ New York

BIC {

50 Ml\[“ 3 | e |




" whose birth date s set out aboves .

certé;kié
resides at Mount Alry, Cr

| on October 10, 1946 éha
~on-Hudson, New York

o Obtoter 5, 1946, the Datly

e _ Worker, 50 Bast 13th Street, New York -
- was called on- & pretext and it was ascertained that the subject very seldom
- contributed cartoons to the Daily Worker, but that he did to the New Massese .

7 n October 15, 1946, the New Masses, 104 East 9th Street, New York .
""" City was called on a pretext and it was ascertained that the subject still -
%’ " contributed cartoons to that magazine, but that he sent them in and rarely .
""" came to the offices The recepticnist at the New Masses stated that the subject
* was an independent artlst ‘and could be contacted only at home so far as she - Wl

“ i the ‘sasie date, the Moming Freiheit, 50 East 13th Street, New - *
York City was contacted on a pretext and it was ascertained that the subject -
still contributed cartoons to that paper. The receptionist stated that BILL e

CROFFER came to the office only on lMondays and Fridayse

A review of the Deily Worker reflected only occasionsl cartoons by
- the subject in that papers . .. IR R, - X, <SRt

+% .7 on September 20, 1946,
" reviewed the birth records at the Bureau of

*  Street, New York City and ascertained that Birth Certificate Number 50611
 reflected that SAMIEL (ROPPER, male, white, was born December 3, 1897 at Man=

" hattan, New York, His father, HARRY DROPFER was born in Roumsnia and his = -
- mother JENNEi :DIE was born in Polende = .- RS S '

Vital Statistics, 125 Worth™ . .-

S i Areview of the file of instant case reflects that according to - .
... subject's Local Draft Board 753, Montrose, New York, subject was born in New ... .~
"5 York City on December 3, 1897 and that according to #7ho's Who in American
- Jewry", subject was born on that date, the son of HARRY and JENNIBXGROPPERe ~:- -
" Other sources in the file also verified the above as the subject's birth datee .
Tt is therefore believed that the subject is identical with the SAMUEL GRCPPER

. Subject's Selective Service file also reflected that he was married
' October 26, 1926 at Chicago, Illinois to SOPHIE FRANKELe . _
A review of the file further d.sclosed that subject has been &
cartoonist for the Dally Worker, the Morning Freiheit, and the New Masses
and has been active in Cormunist work for many years. He has been a
member of the American Committee for Yugoslav Relief; a sponsor for the Joint

-2

LA
B

X
k-,




\ ‘_ . (\&":’ ’ i: ‘)
). - i '

| R - )

|

1 .

|

1

| : :

| NY 100-1030

'Anti—Féscist Refugee Comittee, and the Art Committee of t.he National Council
‘of Soviet American Frienship and bas been affiliated with numexrous other
Com\mist front organizations- :
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'8AC, New York Deoendor 5, 1946

Direotor, ¥BI
" WILLIAM VICTOR GROPPER

INTERNAL SBCUHITY - C
- (Bew York File 100-1030)

'Qﬁ'&’m '-

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 9

Creeiand o f

- 14 4s desired that a report be submi tted in this case
dringing the subjeot's activities up to date, Thersafter you .
should submit s report in swmary form setting forth, by witnesses,

 enly such information of & legally admissible oharacter as will tend
%o prove, direotly or ciroumstantially, mepbership in or affilis-
tion with the Communist Party, and knowledge of the revolutiomary
aims and purposes of that organization. In the preparation of

this latter report temporary syzbols should be used to protect the L
4dentity of those informants who are in a position to testify. - i
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