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Fedpral &urmgn of fuuestination
Ynited States Beparfiient of Justice

et New York, N. Y. ’ _ C
£ EFE:EL o ~
3 65-1715 e January 28, 1943

Director

Federal Bureau of Investigation .

Washington, D, ¢ e

@,
Re: DR. HERMANN FREDERICK ERBEN,
with aliases,
ESPIONAGE - G.

Dear Sir;

._ Reference is made to Bureau letter to the
San Francisco Division dated November 28, 1940, (Bureau
file 65-682) in which information was desired as to ths
exact status of this case at the present time.

) Please be advised that in view of the
expedite nature of other investigative matters presently
pending in this division, together with the shortage of
personnel;, I have been unable to assign this matter for
investigative attention. It is oy expectation, however,
thet in the near future I will be able to asslgn this
case and that a complete investigative report vAll be
furni shad promptly therealtar,

. Very truly yours 2

VAa s A

B. E, SACKETT, )
Special Agent in Charge.
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icy DR. HERMAN F. ERBEN of

1ot SACRAMENTO, an, 31.—Dr.

Herman Frederick 2rbei, medi-
cal officer of the scuttied German | 1j
raider Graf Spee’s supply ship
; and a shadowy international fig-
il ure for 20 years, faces deporta-
S€1 tion. Federal Judge Martin 1.
0=l Welsh here revoked Dr. Erben's
de Citizenship because nhe had not

resided in the United States for
S five years, or in San .Francisco.
n-t for six months, before he filed
Wb his petition for naturalization on
nd) Aug, 1, 1930.
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JD ‘HERMANN. FREDERICK ERBEN, with alias . ESPIONAGE‘(‘Q)‘ LT,
X ht‘ “t‘. -

R :'-,States Legation at Montevideo, Uruguay, that had been Lforwrarded
to ths Bureau from the State Department,

information as to the activities of Dr. HERMANN FREDERICK ERBEN, “¢ % -~
the report originating from the Montevideo -British intelligence SRR
officer, to the effecy that when Eﬁﬁm;mssed through Panama ‘-~ - &-"",; o
' Canal aboard the 88 NIGHTINGALE he ; mas kopt: Ander obsex'vation and o

HEE): L -

" ..,~ . M ‘rr"' me el

On 1/29/&1, the U 'S, District Court. at San
. Francisco ordered the’ Uo ' S. citizenship of
- Dro HERMANN FREDERICK ERBEN revoked on- the
gmund it was illegally procured, ° ERBEN
..reported in Los Angeles en route to San
Francisoo on" 2/5/L.J., W ;“..
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By letter dated December 16 1%0 VBurem £130765<
the Bureau subnitted a. conhdential report-of the Upited ™

This report contained‘ ,
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. ia believed Yo’ have arriVedﬁ'in‘ New York aboard that ship 'Fux*-
glger inforrmtion submitted .from t.his source is as follows. L
‘\’ 2
®; \-‘. .
"Februar'y 1933 to October 1933, Travelled in
‘the Far East doing research Work in tropical
disease.

l
J

SOl e e e g TR

.
-' Vs, K '
‘- .‘ =y Lty Se

g -»’“December 1933 to April l935u Postgraduate AR
: study in medicine in. Vienna,“Austm. .

s R ',b-". ..5' w.ré‘d Y ‘i’}"' “qaiv\/‘?’ A N BRW ey !v:-r. [T

Doed

“April 1935 to September 1935. In India'as e
-gurgeon with the Austro-American Trans~Asiatic = “.. .- =70
expedition; returned to’ the Unlted States in T
' November 1935. , ,-;_ , o R

ety

e ,; v

: ."March 1937 to November 193’70 War surgery wbbrk
_nwith the ‘British. Red Cross: in’ Spa:.no PO

Cipecenber’ 1937’%0 March 19380, War surger,y "work f"
7 with' the Chinese Red:Cross in Chlna 1*eturned to
._,‘the United States :.n May 19380‘ el

s Jf‘Oc‘oober’ 1938 to Apml 19390.,vlsited his, .i’amly
g in Gemmyﬁ ‘:{*««d{’ ', .

wﬁg e ?sx“'ﬂ A ~.,»§'.}»..

. a"WMa.y 193%“ Jlﬂé’ ]_939° Vj_slted fiancé)e ln
. BelgiMo : .

s ”' % .,M ';'w A -"b*warx '\: & -w;f;'
z”July 1939° to ‘November 1939, Ship?s surgeon on”
the ‘USSUKUMA of ‘the Deutsche=0st Afrika Lmep B i
left ship in Bahia Blanca, wsnt Lo Buenos Ag.m%
thence Chile, where he boarded Japanese ship =~ °
.. HEVIO MARU but-left her at ‘Calleo, returned to -
Valparaigo in -85 NIGHTINGALE, In Valparsiso i ' . . 7
* signed ‘on as member-of crew of NIGHTINGALE a.nd L
A pailed with her to New York, . AT S
a ."January 19&0 to Aprll 1940, Address in New
".York reported to be ¢/0 Dr. RUDOLF SCHARFF, 140
‘East. 8lst Street, New York, Was reported to be

B T T e - .
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"Other shlps on whic o has ‘served 'as a’*
- surgeon are WEST NOTUS December 1930 to April

193); PRESIDENT GARFIEID September 1931 to Jan-
uary 1933; WEST MAHWAH September 1936 to February
.1937. On this last vessel he was taken off in Rio
. de Janeiro.and sent, to the United States (New Or-:
leans) on a ship of -the’ Mississippi’ Shipping Cos ¥
- oh account aof activities™on board the ship in-,
" favor of the Nazi Government, It was said that he .
7 Was met on"his‘arrival in New Orleans ‘by officials "

" of"the Irmmigrat fon Department and the Department
of Just:ce. ’7;-;.:; -

.

He was deported from India in 1935 on the suspi- b

.;clon? obeeing involvedin the parcotics. and amms?
“trade, - He was also’adcused by the United St.ates o

-..Govemment of trading in drugs, was however: proved
dnnocent and’ ‘removed . {rom their black list,

.\o':-r‘ r, "‘f?(‘“l \s,k#nvov n :zl &.,g’h\’.‘t eSS (TR
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" wHe' “used’ to hold’ Unlted States passport Noo 248,504, .
. issued in Washlngton on December 7th 1935, and on ..
-its expiry was given United States passport Noo: 272 -
“dated 1st December 1939, serial No, E. 242,708 by
;Yhe' United. ‘States. :Consulate, Buenos Aires, ' This

pasSporﬁ was ?nly valid untllvlst March 191,,00" )
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‘ maxy‘seaman bound for Vladisvostock Siberia, " Rnssia,
ng & "trip card", m@aning he was shipping’ for one passage on],v. :
nsgrecognized ERBPN from a photogreph-in the San Francisco - -
uhronicle, dated Jamwary 30, 1941, which he exhibited,
.stated that ERBEN had only a gunny-sack as if he had ‘ju .
1n off the" mad and was said by the sailors to have been on the :

; . 3 said ‘he, recognized ERBEN.as, soon as he. Baw the, . i
y cha,nge being that ERBEN?,q hair_
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has more wav :

than is shown in the picture, He says he 1y
man - on board the ®DMIRAL HUTTON was ERBEN, SR

essed, spoke good English, seemed sincere and in~
telligen and talked convincmgly. :

¥ — S-S ’ -
: ERBEN be. located and interviewed in regard
-’_-.tion"he mmmhad regarding the Gestapo. "

ERBEN'S pt‘e_se o

, - STalls . record which notes a subpoena
“October 23, 1940 for ERBEN to” appear-as a vutness for plaintiff. '
'-.(Us). The Marshal's number ' On it @‘;. '

¢l B P /admsed the office bz ;Q leghorze on i ¥
Shim ,rebmary 49 l?ﬂflﬁkiﬁﬁ Jhad seen Deputy [ 7 jtated .
i tha he had gons’ ’to[ “r..jand that i sent him te;i
,-the Sailors! Union of the Pacific,”: At—the tnton office, tha "y i/ .
{"exact whereabouts of ERBEN was. not divulged but it -was said s "f-**&/':
..-that, his last address had, been at_ s, place on Bush et near.
Plne, ' anE sat this*address, "according’ Yol told”
him hdd sailedto: :Beattle and had them“’been taken . -'7«:‘;«,'
ofi‘ his Jboat, for some; mason and- hed returned to San chisco& \w& -
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(IR “Agent i “?.':r xamned the records of the Clemk
of - the U So D:.stm.ct outt, contents of Civil Docket 21006-W,
UoS¢ District Court of the Northern District of Califomia, - >
Southern Division, UNITED STATES v. HERMANN FREDERICK ERBEN,

- and items appearing a;nce Decenber 5, 1940, are summanzed as
{. followss q o AU

PLAINTIFF'S REPLY B}UEF ﬁled 12/7/h0 by FRANK J.
HENNESSY, United States Attarney. - The decree of
naturalizauon issued.to the defendant is" attacked Y
4 #én" grouhds* of (a) illegality a.nd (b() fraud.

..b.}«'-"'uﬁpét AT
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i Ai‘ter first ‘absence’ 4n 1925-26 defendant
. Wwas never legally admitted to the United
States for permanent residence, and so his'.
stay here after entry at Brownsville 10/3-
26 did not constitute’ legal resideme for
‘natpralization.mrposps.v @ “N,- T e d

kX :\;,»,-{rhlch bm‘be,nesidencg_ mxief t.enns‘of, stat,ute..{ ‘

L

. 3. On 10/13/26 and” after, Lu,s entnes ‘were’ only";l :
permtted for temporary pemodso .

B

SubJect I‘raudulently concealed certaln ab=_ °
“gences, * He endeavored to ‘avoid’ ‘mentioning = G
;. any extended-absences for fear it would be . o
" .7disclosed he was not” entitled to” be mtuxv-
A,@v‘ B &" allzedo S ..w;..uq,‘“,‘

. NI N
S OPINION AND ORDER mn JUDGMI:NT 1/29/419
- WELSHO - Found.° Bl

\-g 'tw*'« ‘\‘ A\‘~‘ r‘u-f; ¢

Judge MARTIN

[\?
:-,“

R

M . R

-»Plaintlff has establlshed right to decme LERN
xdi’vestlng Subjecttof cltlzenbhlp on ground. R
s it 7ag, 1Uega]l.y proouredo :

‘{1 ; a o »~!§ u:-, Gaak »A' ,'T{

o Defendant had not, at tlme of petltlon fcr,,w..wc
& naturallzation August™1; 1930,,’"re31ded edn=:" Y
Z.tmuously in’ the United States for at least . .\ -
- 5 years immediately prior thereto or in the

County of San Franclsco ior at leas’t. 6 monthe
pmor to. i‘il;mgo Ll

e ;y\

TG T AL
D«ai‘endant in appl:.ca’t.ion i‘or mmrallzatioxn by
- and petition for citizenship, and whils under :
oath. before naturalization examiners and be- ! B
¢ fore this court during proceedings for admis- P
. 8ion to citizenship, knowlngly concealed and ' ° . e
‘made false statements conceming material BN S
. facts relating ‘to absences from U, S, eubse-
E ‘,quent to: onginal entry rch,lO 51921;..' b
Q_;uvdu"ﬁh"r r‘i’ ‘(}q‘tif'-’)'q AL SERY P -
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_FRANCISCO OFFICE. _

. At San Francisco, California: Will report the
. éventual departure of Dr.-ERBEN from the United States,
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Fedreral Bureau of Inucstination

United States QDepartiment of Justice
1300 Biscayne Building
Miomi, Florida

March 12, 1941

Director

Federal Bureau of Investigatio_z;
Washington, Do cc

' @)
RE: HERMANN FREDVRICK ERBEN,
with aligses
LSPION/GE - G ‘

Dear Sir:

Reference is mace-
offices dnted Jenuar
to 0ll offices dnted
being prepsred by the
todial detention in ev

to Bureosu letter to ell field
¥y 27, 1941, and to Bureau teletypo
March 3, 1941, rolating to the cards
Buresu lieting individuals for cus-
ent of nutionsl 8mergency.,

A review of the Miomi Field Division file in the
above referred to cass discloses thint the last known

address of Subject is care of CHAUNCE@L

FTRAUMTOLO, Alex-
ander Building, San Frencisco, Californis,

Since the lust kndwn nddress of Subject is
witlin the Sen Francisco Fiela Division, the photo-
static copies of cords prepared by the Burenu om Sub-

Ject are being forwarded to the Sun Frencisco Division
with a copy of this letter, :

Very truly yours,

_ 7
Ferg el 2

Special Agent'in Charge

-
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B INFORMATI(;N' CONTAmtD"
S R REREIN IS U110t A0S FIED I
R There is transmitted herewitQATgoealerLé f BY SPJ?'M

. howing :
_'the ‘information presently available in thej files of this e :‘ o
;Bureau’'with respect to. HERMANR FREDERY with Meeee . <‘~¢~=

whose address ig __ CCC Ci'mgp;, Seabzring,, P’lorida :
. -.: .. P -.‘;.""'-_ -'”“-l ‘,: a :‘\- i'_. _‘ LY.
S __ It ig recommended that this mdividual be..
: considered for" cuetodlal detentlon in the event of a -
“pational. emergency. -The’ mf‘ormation contained on the

: attached dossier constitutes the basis for aprrorriate

SRR AR

S i conelderation in *i:,hia regard ',j S o
n§ R S .' " - ‘ “ -;". » ,, R »1.
= LeE ‘-'*"It ehould be understood "of course, that addi-"
% u'tzonal mformetion ‘may be received from time to time.,

supplementlng that already available in the Bureau's’ :
.files, .and &8 such data are received: they will -be- ma.de" ﬂ"*"*"’" '
' avallable 't0 you so that -the dossier in your posseselon B Lo P
¥ [may be supplemented ‘thereby. Lo T S oy

PR vl
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It mll be gre&tly aprreciated if you mll e,da;»
vise' thls Bureau at your earliest convenience &8 ,t0" the -
,,};decieionreached in this 0886 D R

. ; )

v :*-" s “.Very truly yours, .
COMh,UNlCATlO\iS SiG‘z oo

M. A i L E-D IR &@G;?fmﬁ (471- 7/
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Spaoial Ag@nt :Ln Ctsarge
‘San anoisco, Calii‘omia

“Res Dr, HERMANN, FREDERICK
e LERBm with alies; -
*zspxogmx - 8.

pr.,

':‘_ﬁ'ms@ data axe’ ‘b@ing fummhed %@ you‘ ’zc’oze yom? ino
f@ma‘ti@n'md cmpleti@n @g your m@(}o i S .
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N Yederal Burean of Inuestigation o
L - United States Department of Justice . (
i ‘ New York, N. Y, :
-5
EFE/NTP ' April 29, 1941
65-1715 '

2 —  Director '
Federal Bureau of Investlgation

Washington, D. C.

C)
) Re: DR. HERMANN FREDERICK ERBEN,
with alias;
ESPIONAGE - G '
Dear Sir: . |
ST @
Reference is made to Bureau letter of March ~ & _7
28, 1941, Bureau File 65-682 in which you request to be: e =
advised as to the exact status of the investigation in , &
the above entitled matter. S DR
. DY Ry
Please he advised that in view of the shortage ° ==
of personnel in this Division, it was impossible for me. = .
to assign this matter to date. I am, however, now > @

position to assign this case to Special Agent/ T
who, it 1s expected will complete the 1nvestig IUTOnT LT mire- fiear
future and furnish a complete report to the Fureau.

(=
N

Very truly yours,

. 72 -
li‘LL lNFORMATh,f. CONTAINED T.£0. DONEGAN, Acting for
HERGNTS Upior ASSIFIED Assistant Director
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- FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION et
. ¥orm No. 1 ‘ T T e . = s
THIS CABE OIERINATED AT SAN FRANCISGO CALIFO?A © FHENO. 65-284: "
s nmnrunb;:\ s ‘PATth? MAOE ./;a:g?;og‘ ._.7_‘_“": REPORT MADEBY ' ‘@
v f&k.mam Florida "_":4/35,/,4=iff- y 4}1 a1 EniEn JFOEE .-

CHARACTER OF CASE

ESPIONAGE (G) ¥

,‘ - :“ w o .,-.r l"A

Investigation at’ CCC Camp #453 Sebring,
Florida, disclosed that subject Yook

numerous pioctures with an elaborate

. camera and had appeared very pro-German
while acting as Camp Doctor. Enrollees
state subject attempted to instill the
spirit of revolt and disregard for
authority. I R T

Re port ."of : épe cial .ﬂgént '
Newark, New J'erseyD date

It is noted in the referenoe repor*t that subject had at
., -one time been forwarded mail from the Deutsches Seamen's ,
- Homs ; Hoboken New Jersey» to CCC Camp #453, Sebring,J PRI
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=g » activities of subject while the la‘tte 8 engeged as a Camp,:
&3 N i - Doctors Jstated that he had o@ly Ye¢8n & the Sebring
g N ~ Camp for 1 ' : but thlere were seve 1’~engo &s at the carp
- ", that were very familiar with the “gab ject, and.: be , himself heard
“r ', many things concerning subjecy, although it wﬁq,;ig-el aaraay. -
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i.unpopular with everyone in camp during that period of time,

was questioned regarding eny un-fAmerican tendencies that

6 possessed and he stated that he could not, recall anything :.
; '~ specific, but .that subject had given the impression that he was strongly -a-:

A pro-Gemmen, and further ‘that” everyone.had the impression “that subject wasg

., 8 Gorman spy, ’

I 3.4 recall that on the day of Hit march into i
. Paris, subject mH he remark "I wish I'were there", ? snid he ¥ ¥
‘further gave the impression of being a deserter from tho mon Ammy, -
end that that was his reason for not returning to his homeland, which he-
apparently loved so well, = ~“Y- ¢ . . o : , T

R N jsald that sudbject hed come from Fort Moultrie in South .7 ;.
¢:.Carolina  and when be, subject, was quizzed regarding his activities at .:

i *Fort Moultrie and his not being able to gy at Fort Moultrie becauge - vid
viz;there was nothing at. that fort to spy on, subject was heard to make the
[N remark-'.“’Some_thqes when: there’s nothing thare it mgkes an interesting re-
* i'’port’= there's only six soldiers and a white regular there%, g

' that he had persanally heard this remark, but did not remember
' may have overheard it. L B
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said-that subject hed a:camera which he estimated to be il
eighborhogd, of $200, and that he was constantly taking

. ¢ pietures with it.- _
. s7i0TOSCODLE type, &yt
"/ was_strong enough to be

jsadd that the lens on’the camera wes a powerful '}
at when the lens:was removed from the camera, 1%
used a8 a’field glass, o TR
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aid that subject was very eccentric and had-abaolutelf .
authority around the cemp, He stated that subject calledy ..
War Department Book of Regulations the ."son of a biteh", - - ¥
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'.,,_'-f;;i;g‘l_,,.,‘, MR further -said that subject instilled the spirit of scom”, .
"7 4n a1l ‘'of the enrollees for their superiors. 1d that by this he . *
fdarasoymeant that .subject at.no time, attempted to. e .rules and regula- .
. ,".L*_“}‘ '

ions end often suggosted to ‘the boys, that they’ g0 downtowi and gst back’
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