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LINE, ‘an 0ld friend of miney will Shlp my two suitcases ’ which
.~ have arrived in M, S. GRENANGER February 7th, 1940 marked Dr. :
_-HERMANN F. ERBEN, Ship Surgeon, from Buenos Aires, to me to -

New Iork c/o PANAMA LINE, P:Lei- 65, Nor’oh R;ver, New York Clt.y.

vawe e ‘--a. “t-,.‘ e

"(signed_) HEBLIAISI}I}. m

7 PR f); »t\. SR Ny
St el n 4/ tumed over to Spec:1al Agen

cOpies of'letters from subject. to ‘S. Al PAGE, Passenger Traffic ‘
. ger, PANAMA LINE, PANAMA' RAILROAD -COMPANY, dated respectively on’ =~ i N
3/14/L0 at Seemann's YMission, 64 Hudson Street, Hoboken, New Jersey, : . =
~and on 4/13/40 on Board S. S. PANAIA. The letter dat°d 3/11,/1.0
- reads as; follows' P
St TR .-
" DI‘. H- Fo ERBEN HEN
"--“.Seemann's "Missiqn; 64 Hudson Stre\e‘or

Hoboken, 'N.‘J. :
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‘"Mf S.A. PAGE, |
.- San Franc:.scq,__Cal.‘: :
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" "Slnce I have not heard from you ’ 1 am very nmch worried
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v tthat ny:letter -of: March- ‘L8t:1940,. ask:mg you-to:do-alk -ain~y9ur,;, ,
; . power, ‘to have my .2;suitcases, landed (upon" -arrivdl of; the 'GREN-:"

471 ' ANGER" on or sbout \Jarch “Tth: 191.0,;1:1 San Francisco never: reached

‘3 . ©you. Since’ ‘they contain my entire um_{’orms and equ:.pment you. !

e 9 { -will realize, what it would mean to me,” should they have gone :

5t B ‘s- on’ another 3 months trip around South America. : I sure. hope .~ 7
R everything turned out all right and they are safely’on the dock,
i waiting for me, Please be so kind and just drop me'a line, -
5 so that I can dlscontinue to worry about my earthly Relongings. '
DN . Thanking ‘you ‘again for all your kindness and hoping to hear .‘f;? ..
2 . from you at your earl:.est. convemence, g oo
HES " beg to remam most gra.tefully youre .
. : o v . '
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AL cdﬁsistmg of ‘three pages rew ;'.e\,-‘,ﬁi?ﬁ
R i‘leéts sub,]ect as still attemptmg 40 secure possession of his Awo il
;' suitcases, He stated that upon his arrival in New York he. had nei-~"
ther found the suitcases, nor a letter fro:: GEIORGZ WILLIAMS.  He = -+ s
int‘ormed that he must have t.he luggage by 43 oo p. M. on Apm.l lBth, N

» He' requests 'Mr.’PA(E to ex;oedzte then.r sh:mment to‘New York o
T He stated that if it were impossible to make connections with him~ %%
ft4n "New. York on*%/18/40,%Mr.” PAGE should™attempt to-send’the luggago".._- :
on 10 either Cristobal, Colon by 4/28/40 or to' the Panama Canal by
4L/28/40, He advised if this should be impossible he desired that .
the luggage should be awa:.tmg him in New York upon his arnval on
May 4, 1940. o IR
B ’?"‘:" .
o v*'\

o oopy of. 'a

A. . \‘ .
also 'wmed ,over to Special Agen
Tom: subject to. ur. PAGE dated: 4/15/

; , j AT ;~~""*A\ o :*.-“' f"f’rﬁetr
~!'Disre'ga.rd air' 1ettfer_. Don' t forward luggage. Arrlva.ng m'self R
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@2 copy of a

He also tumed over to Spec1al entif
rom Hr. R to subjact, dated 4715/4_ )3 ;1 :\‘ead;ng as £0119ws.~ PR
¥ioi -..y..,_y. 4 .‘_..‘_.."‘»'

: : April 10th. Key alr-ma.lled Apr;.l 13th, Contact Co].lector
m'wa_ ¥ Customs,” New York, Miettum g yshintr; vy v ._fz AN =

,,.‘.' V<._

e 1/29/40 ‘the writas conbacted Assistant United"States™ _-*'*--
- "i attorney AL ZIRPOLI, in the absence of assistant United States Attorney
... LOUIS MERCADO, who is handling the proceedings instituted by- -the Gove::
‘~’ernment to cancel subject's ‘naturalization.' The Bureau file was re- - .'~~
‘viewsd with.Mr, 2IRPOLI.:‘Upon the completion of the review he stated ~
that the Immigration authorities had taken a similar. state
subject as that reflected in the report of Spec:.al Agent
New York City, dated 3/18/40. . He is of the opinion that e
tomey will at:.pulate to the grecter portion of sugject's statement. .u_
. He mformed thaat although the trldl ‘proceedings had beem'-‘- .
3 re—set for 5/7/1.0 it was presently anticipated that the trial should ,
Fh b W oqtihu &nt,,pa 80mo- t:.ms 5,:3 June, - subject ha.v.ujxg informed hj.s

ot e, t'y%q... Py \(ﬂtt. oﬁ\ LR \v‘ '6‘

- .
‘-‘..'.\' \.‘ w 'AvP R SRR _. X e Y .,."; " T SV P
ht - . \‘ s v’ g. “ ""_. ".-', ,'.' A-_6-‘- f V)ql - _.1‘.‘,,, e, "...':"",' . .

e w . . K __
o fal . ’ - . oy ‘-‘l.v..._.- s -

";‘, I*i" K "“"Wtﬁ»wwﬁwﬂm RS A ik e q&xw

v «--s..




oy g

N
¥ >f.’.‘§'~‘}ti.;

attorney R OHAUNCEY TRAMUTOLO, that he would be in San Franciaco in
he early part of June. | , PR

e Mr. ZIRPOLI stated t,hat Mrl MERCADO would return from his'v"'
'vacat;on _prior”to’the date ‘on-which it was anticipated the trialshh ks
2 would be’ ¢ontinued.  'As a result),. ‘he -suggested that, ¥r. MERCADO be':#y
cOntacted upon his’ ‘Feturn and the ini‘ormatlon in’ t.he Bureau f:le con

.?"vyf* cammgr subjact\ revxewed'mth«hm.v Y - b arege v 2 »V. r .,>; ﬂ;}; B2
. R

; " On 5/8/2.0 at the Office of the Clerk of the Federal DlS-'
‘trict Court, Case number 21006 W, the United States vs. subject, .
representmg proceedings to cancel naturalization, reflected that”
on 9£23/38 .the.United States had filed a pet:.’clon to cancel’ sub,)ect'si s
', fatiralization ‘certificate nunber 3,446,093, secired*at’ San Franclaoo et
*on.11/10/30,based on his] petit:.nn made on-8/1/30, due to:the fact /.~ .
i “vhat the certifibate of‘“naturalization was 411legally and fraudulently‘ ;

i -;;procured in thatsubjeob: had ‘not. resided ‘continuously.in; the United. ' sicbay oo
t” States for five years prev:.ous “t0, the ‘filing of -his petltlon , nor: 'had‘ i

" he res:.dedcontimously in ‘the.State of Cahfomla for oneg year pnor

. to the ﬁlmg of his pet:.tion. u

BT AR It was soeciflcally a'l.leged ‘that he ha.d not res:xded in &
,,""*thé’United 'States fran the Spring of 1925 t0 October 135 1926, The 2
e -‘vaGovernment's petlt).on was based on Exhibit A, an affidavit sworn: o
' "United States-Immigration and. Nature: AR
_-ASer\rl‘,ce_..Ain_\vdxich it was sta.ted that, the. records of the ,.‘Immi— ‘% ; .
y iy at subject ‘had’ $i1ed his ‘dectaration’ of ' a¥irIRE
" New Jersey on. 8/25/24, his petition on 8/1/30 _;
> at San Francisco and had’ recelved hlscert:.fica.te of naturalization ox};
. %2-:211/10/30 at San Franciscoe * In. his petition, subject’ alleged he had* &
2 %3 'legally entered the United States ‘at New York on 3/10/24 on the S. S.
. "ESPERANZA, and had continuously resided in the United States frm 'tha.t‘
date and had also resided continuously in San Francisco: since 8/15/28,
he making the exception that he- hed visited his family in Austria from:
December, 1928 to Ma;eh, 1929, and i‘rom Navember, 1929 to. February, L

© © The aforement.loned exceptions v}eré made by subject in a
1imnary exmnmation held before t.he ;[xmnigrat:.on aut.honties on 3
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lir. SAVARET‘I‘I alleged that in
“the United States on the followine dat
to Cetober 13, 1926, having been qdr

act suoject had been a‘osent from
es:  fran ths Spring of 1925 P

S nitted onthis latter date in trans~ -
g, oo At twenty days at Brownsville, Texas;, from. Rugust. 1, 1928 to. /20/29, - -
S,

LT ey " Raving ‘been ‘admitted ‘to, Ahe United States on this- latter date as‘a mem-- oo
sy A2 Liber, of - the crew of the. 8.5, KARGARET: . JOHNSON - at - ‘San Diego;* Califomia; '

£ Y e From 8/15/29 to 6/19/30 having ‘been admitted to the United s tes at.

e A -w.--\ws. f-tSan Francis'co it “This-latter cate' as a returmng Legal'* resment upo on"

.0 "< ’thepresentation of a re-entry permit issued on 8/15/29 upon the false

-representation that subject's las entry to the Umted States had been

on 3/10/24. L | }
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s y ~-In add.ltlon, Mr. »,SAVARE'I'I‘I alleged that sub,)ect had, served
"“,"‘ﬂ""“““ﬁ‘ * "‘as ‘8’ surgeon on'the S, 5. VARGARET JOHLSON fram 2/15/29 to 7/25/29,; .,

7, on the.S. S, PA.RRAKOOLA fran 8/15/29 to September, 192 9, and‘on the % &

’ ‘f “S.'S."TANDA in 1928, on a 23 day trip from the Phili -

ppines to Aus‘g,r X
~:!.a, .&fL‘Lv of these Ve,ssels' bemg*athswf foreign régiatrations"“_‘*_g_

: = Mr. SAVARETTI a.lleged i‘urther that SU.bJ ect had’ neVer been 1e°— _
: .ally admtted to'the United States as a periarent res:Ldent, subsequent‘v-"

‘zt0 his absence! from the Sprmg of 1925 .to 10/’%1/26. o

e L
o

-'A s s LA

"SubJect ans’wéred “these ‘alleg_tlons on 2/16/39,
‘ ‘---,-,.\.'.:;am denial to the: allegat).ons of :his’
- '*'w‘in-the United *States. o

o "é §/39 t'he"trial of_
R 0/40 ‘the tnal was?
% \the t.rlal was cont:.nued 'bo 8/8/40.

PR ".T-'
i‘n.l:mg a gen-
failure to establlsh resi.dence- N
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ST hotograph of ‘subject,
Co “ Info rman y Special ‘Agent BN
zthe files o the San Francmo J.e
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f?.‘.';g} . b J = UNDEVELGPED LEADS . SUTR SR
' I.OS ANGELES FIE:LD DIVISION-‘

“to. t.hq background ‘and act:.v:.ti,e's._o{..Dr. ERBEN‘.}_.{?
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lWilla endeayor to-ascertain from FLINN the present locatita
GWAY, whom thc subject has named 8s the other indi-:
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:NE‘.’J Y(HK CITY FlELD DIVISION'

& At New York City,‘ ‘New York- l"Wlll keep in- toucfx m.f'h t}.a

: Bureau of Navigat:.on and Marine'Inspéction to ‘deteridne vhen Sub;]ect'}.

,.( JiERBEN- obtame hisxseaxnenlspapers: i‘or departure frpm the. United -
States." R A :

e c.-,.‘
~~"\l

K " Will make arrangements with 'ELMER J. LIS, Supervising

Customs Agent in New York City, -to have an Agent of this Bureau pre-
.,&sent at the time subject's luggage i3 opened by the Customs Ofi‘icers, ,
a8 requested in San Fran‘c:\.‘scwletter dated l./ll/l.O tothe New Yorke vwis i’

NS S
-e :"’9 '-'.',”p..'.') ..

-

L i Will adv:.ee ..-:t.he Sa.n Franc:xsco Offlce?\ether the Rhotograph "
‘- gransmitted them by Bureau letter’ “4/29/40"is identical with thatfof;

su.bject ERBEN, as requested in the aforementioned Bureau letter. u\_ ‘_ :

e

.Will at the Bureau of Narcot:.cs review the files' of WII.LIAM
R 'Dlstnct. Supervisor, - 810 Federal Office Building, ‘forthe .

»-p\\rpose of‘secunng {nformation: relatn.ve.‘:toith_e-investﬁ.gation
cedly conducted by the Narcotics Bureau
‘ing subjeot, 'as reported ii ‘the’ report of- Special Agent

oo gateq,.alzé( 0 > , e ..

At San Francisco ! Celifonlla. Wlll contact assmta.nt Umted

Stat.es Attorney LOULS MERCADO upon his return from his vacation, and
T‘, review with him the informatlon concerning subject conta:med in ,-t*' U
. ‘instant file, which may be of value to him in the oonduct of the w
prodeedings to revoke subject's natura:lization.. o % ‘__.: S

N

4 ,_*" Will follow and report the reeu;l.te of the proceedings to re~
voke S“b.‘ieCt's naturalization. W - 4% i

"PENDING .
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“h‘rm r,rqj;-row v, m-v" A
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7 B rderal Burean of Investination :
Iy o uited States Repartment of Justice . %
Y B o . 1300 Biscayne Building o
g 8 ird Yiemi, Florida "y
Y . ’ ?
mE £84
X7 May 25, 1940 o 5
Lo 6o !
o 8 i - 2l
e Director '
éﬁ%l]ﬁ Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C. e : .

<5 - . o A

A 3 . Re: Dr, HERLANK FREDERICK EREEN

?spionage

Dear Sir:

Reference is made to the report of Special Agen
o dated at the Canal Zone, February 19, 1940, and Bureau let~
or dated March 9, 1940, addressed to thé New York Orfice, coplies of
which were designated for interested euxilliary offices, Bureau file
#65-682, which reflects at the present time there is no investiga=

tive attention that can be given to this matter by the liiemi Field
Division.

In view of the fect the Canal Zone Field Division has been
closed, end that the activities of this individual ere known to the
investigative organizations in the Cansl Zone, the case is being con=-
sidered Referred upon completion to the office of origine

Very truly yours,

é/:)
w ?.b
> Special herge

0C: San ¥rancisco

W

RECORLLY (= L{; i
olees - A

FoGiRaL e o CEINVERTIBAI P

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED | 4 Y
HERERT S Ui "C"‘h!':" 4 MAY 28 1940 -

DL US. $efa¥imin, OF JuSTlt‘t
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JOHHN EDGAR HOOVER . Ui

. L HiRECTOR ) .
T Federal Burean of Inuestigation q
inited States Bepariinent of Justice |
s d Mashinnton, D, @,
' Trepr June 4, 1540 ‘

Miss GandY.conoacens
VIORANDULN R02 0UD BIRsSCceR 0 pmmemee -
.. b '
Re: Dr, Uernan ifrederick Zrden, - .
Lgpionage, - . ot T

Jimmze%f‘o.r o/ the fastingion Ciar came in :
personally anc sioved ne a letier from opz of the Stor's
contacts ctating thet Dr, Mernan Fr %97{?k Zrben, form-
erly skip's DPhycician on the tanlk 4-Jcoma, supply ship
to the German pocket vattleshippdraf Spee, is being held
by nilitery autkorities at Fort Joulirie; that an inveg- -
tigation is beiny made by the Feceral Lureau o) ‘nvesti-
gation. .in officer at Fort lMoultrie is alco teing held - -
on the charge o having made information cvailable to
Ir, E£rben, u :

+ yw
B U OIRRE L

\\_7..

.
TS

2o POT A s ST,

The letter recites that Jr. Srbden ras torn in

4ustria, naturalized in the United States November 10, ' .
1930, is a licensed physician in several staies, and vas : §
| a ship's physician in the United States laritipe Scrvice,
g ; the last time being in 1939, w . ) _
: © 15 clleged that he was in Spain ascisting R
the Loyalists; that he has'two sons in the Cerncn Army,
i . one being killed in the present war. e Joincd ¢ 2CC
. Cor'ps in New York ancd rue aybsequently acs'*rfre&—ﬁpon—"m'»
- ‘ ~ iy~ o > 3 . : 4
: York to Cebring, "l"r“'a’ulémmtn & INDEXFES LM"' é KZ" d%}\
AR XKr. Fox asked to be called anc adv EEBB?AMUEM&%Fa..n_s.:saTtD.‘:!
B «~Burcecu has any information agvailable. w _ ‘
: b o |1 AUG 221939 !
B . ' Respectfully, . h 8 DEEARTE::  oF JL-—-__..."?- .-."r_j
’ Lol -

: '{ o Lt J LM‘—( '@y‘i}) -‘ﬁ—.

M 1197 JUERY W0 } . . . S 7
o . S N ' ne 15=030 “taelocen bl S MK : ati .
» Jureauw Sfile ,65-532 ~iccl 8 oon inrestication :
‘ \ ras made of one Dr, Kermanpn Fredericlk Zrbon, Jan Francicsco .
being the office of crigin, concerning o pocsible espionage- :
- J >‘-. : w
s - T AN TN S ~ hd ~
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The case is ctill peniing. Y

JYGAIR IS

e s S e

. ne Siete Ieperinent resorted carly in 1040 4b i
Ir. Zrden mzle susriciour asontasts in Jelporaiso, Chile .
an engaced in congicerale Dhoto rephy thrausk the Co o
sonec.  Stenn rere lolen in San Froneiscns widh rcrerd 12

possitlc revacatian o kis nitizenship rapera.

The Jarcetic Jervice cdvized l'ay 4, 1020, Dr, Drien
apprears on ikeir confidential 1ist of rarcotic violators., On
lay =, 1240 JOr, Zrben vrote the Aitorney Cencral inzuiring as
“o wheiher the Fcceral Mureauw of Investiration is inveetisat-
in~ hin. e was inforned Ly a lctter sinmned Ly ¥~ 2ircetor
~ep 10, 1070, thad e voluntarily Svrnicked ir "arnation o
the Yer st 00fice o, the FST rerarding Lis kaekrround and
iravels, That iz inforzation frrniched by hin ac made a
natic of record in the ofiecial filec o thin Durcau and
Jurther then tiais the Iurcan wvas unatle to make eny Jurther
comnent, b

The

(&

3
2

I'err Torlk Office advised on lay 20, 104D
n

-Lha,t
- [ ER%4
ore Irben wue offered an.cppointnent as contract Phrsicicn
by the CCC at Fort Jonltrie, “outh Zarolina. ,len Zhu+ tke
irial on tre ecancellation o hic nutursliza“icn Lar Deen con-
tinued 1o lisvot L, 1040, W ‘
. approved, I will advice Mr, oz trat the Dureau’ .
'.an no Ny S o >~y V] 4 e | Tye Yy ¥, m——
nas no oonment vo mGNC Wiie re/Crcnce 10 or. _TLch, “
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San F ancisco, California
; Sune 6, 1940

Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
- Washington, D. C.

with aliases;
ESPIONAGE

-
f

MMNFBEB' 5,4 7o

% . e
Federal Burcan of Inuestigation
nited étntra Deparfinent of Justice

- )
Re: DR. HERMANN FREDERICK ERBEN,

e
L3
-

There is transmitted with this letter a photo- .
stdtic copy of said letter in order that the Bureau may .
have specimens of Subject's handwrlt.ing on recordes

Very truly yours, L

0gEGpr

N. J. L. PIEPER ' .
Special Agent in Charge
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N covering the exa.mmation of specimens Bubuntted Y your office

A “‘\r in cormectibn' 'thﬁhe"!’abovetenutled .matt.erw.nd rece;ved 1n.
. t .
e N O “:A)‘ :

John Edgar Hoover '
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Photostat of front and baok of en afr matl
envelope addrecsod to lre Qe 'mum .-
vhoboutatqffrontaulb;ckotg:ht i
addrogsed 10 Ury Geqege Williams, b et
18X aet"coming £b' you todaytomn -.»«:"_"'w R »
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Form No, 1 ' ' .
». This Case Originated at: ALBANY, NEW YORK File Ne. 65-219 RFM

Report Made at : Date Vhen Made Period for Report Made By

g" 4 : : which made :

o ALBANY, NEW YORK ; 6/6/40 Y, Y/
2: Title Character of Case |
, N

HERMANN FREDERICK ERBEN, alias
Dr. HERMANN FREDERICK® ERBEN

T T ———

ESPIOGNACE

/‘ Synopsis of Facts: Information received from New York State Depart-
A Jent of Education that ERBEN vwas employed on
Supply Ship to German battleship Graf Spee as
Surgeon, which was sunk during the swmmer 1939,
: at which time Subject lost New York State Doctor's
. license. Subject reapplied for license March, 1940.
A Photograph of Subject obtained and does not rescmbie
b ,( person vhom he represents himself to be. Subject
N presently employed on Panama Railroad Steamship
p Line betwcen New York City and Panama Canal.

. P ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED”
REREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
/25 BY SPp3 7 4

tate Department o ducation, b"la :

; HERMANN FREDERICK ERBEN
64 Hudson Street, Hoboken, -New Jersey had come
to the attention of the Department of Education
and had caused quite a little concern among the

pbory DESTROYRD officials of the Medical Board, in view of th

e E 197y 29 1970 - R LR B NP R P j ot a

Approved ang’ .
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Special Agent
727227 __-in Charge
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fact that he has recently applied and has been furnished with a dupliec-
ate certificate of license to practice medicine in the State of New York
after he substantially proved that he was'the Doctor HERMANN FREDERICK
ERBEV, who applled for a licensc to practice medicine in New York State
6n October 936, and was granted certificate No. 32382. In this 7‘.3
connection § 24 stated that the reason this individual had b :
been suspectéd of esplonage activities was because of the fact that

he was employed on the supply ship to the German battleship Graf Spee

which was sunk during the summer or fall of 1939. Both ships were

sunk and scuttled by act of the German Government, whereby, Dr. BRBEN

allegedly lost his medical license certificate and consequently was

reapplying for a duplicate certificate. Slnce that time ERBEN has

substantially proved to the Mcdical Board by means of handwriting and

interview that he is the original Dr. HERNANN FREDERICK ERBEN, who was

licensed to practive medicine by the New York State Department of

Education, October 1, 1936 as indicated heretofore.

In this connection Dr. HEISLER gave the follow1ng infor-
mation concerning this individuals background:

He graduated from the University of Vlenna, Vienna, Austria
July 23, 1926 with a degree in medicine. He was born 11/15/1897 .

! at Vienna, Austria. After having graduated from the University, . .
& he immediately came to the United States where he first was ~ L

Lt o .- licensed to practice medicine in the State of Louisiana in 1927,

.%& 1 Subsequent. to that time, Subject has practiced medicine in Cal-

og A ifornia, State of Washington, New Jersey and New York. It was

il I noted on Subject's application for license that the following

%, I * persons recommended him as to character fitness:

HE Dr. RUDOLPH{SCHARF

e B 850 Park Ave.,

gg' < New York City.

Foa - -

N 3 . DyT BENJAMIN BHALETT

42/ Madison Apenue,

: ey -roduced a photograph of Subject and one of ,
HERMANN FREDERICK ERBEN, which was supposedly taken shortly prior ‘ '
10?1936 and it was noted th at there is no physical resemblance in these
phbtographs, excepting the hair linc on the forehead.

A letter was also contained ingis 2 file which
indicated that it was the belief of the New Yor ledical Board
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that the original Dr. ERBEN vas shipwrecked off the Coast of So.
africa around 1937, since which time there has been no record of
hin,

employed by the”Panama Railroad
anama in the capaeity of Ship's Sure
geon, this being the most fecent information jvailable concerning
this individu2l, which was in March, 1940,

He at that time also gave his address as being 64 Hudson
Street, Hoboken, New Jersey. .

In this connection the fils fyrther disclosed that Sub-
Ject was employed by Dr. FREDERICK M. ALLEN, Physiatric Clinie,
Morristovn, New Jersey as a Labratory/Assistant in 1936. . Sub-
Ject also gave an address in 1936 as. eing 407 West Strect,
New York City,

sonally interviewed Subject on Mar
deemed it-advisable to intervievwy

il dvised that he knew Subject personally, in
that he had interviewed him on larch 7, 1940 inhis office in New
York City and Subject at that time stated to jim that he had been
on the supply ship to the German battleship\Yiraf Spee in the

fall of 1939 when this ship was sunk in the [Carribesn Sea, At that
time his personal effects were lost and likéwise his license to

loss, Subject had applied for a duplicate licenses In this con-
R @150 advised thot Subject had requested of

the Departmen e furnished with a copy of the list of lic-
ensed physicians in Now York State, which was'a very u sual
request for an unregistered physician to make, 5 S
ointed out that there was a distinction between a licenseq
hysician and a registered physician; subject being the former, {

d the Hedical Board had come to be of ‘the opinion that this {
2 bject was possibly engaged in espionage or sabotage activities,

s rva e a—— S T T R R
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Name
Height
Weight
Build
Hair
Eyes
Complexion
Occupation
Speech
<+ Nationality
Dress
Characteristics

" this individus

he did a physician, and that he wa

" United States.

described this Subject as follows:

Dr. HERMANN FREDERICK ERBEN :
5'gn ;
165 ‘
Medium

Brovm

Unknown; wears eyeglasses

Dark

Physician

Accent

Naturalized American

Ordinary

Foreign

@stated that it was his personal opinion that
ooked nuch more like an ordinary seaman than

s probably up to no good in the

o prepare photestotic copies .
andvriting, who was licensed to practice in the ) ;

State of New York, License No. 32382, which handvriting was dis-
Played in the form of 2 long-hand letter vritten in 1936 and he-
was also requested to prepare a photostatic eopy of the present
Subjects knovn handwriting submitted in the form'of a long-hand
letter to the Medical Bonrd, New York State in larch, 1940, These
photostatic handwriting specimens will when received be submitted
to the Bureau's Technical Laboratory for appropriate handwriting
exaninations for the purpese of determing whether the writers of
these letters arc cne ond the some person.

It was ascertained that Subject's California State Uedical
License was issued 11/26/30, Certificate No. AO 5450. The address -
of the individual to be contacted for information from the iedical

1940.

goard is 420 State Office Building, acremento, California an

New York City Field Di

Y 3 |é7¢ —

s the approp-

vision; one photograph of
HERMANN FREDERICK ERBEN, A.D. taken abaut January,
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS

THE NEW YORK CITY FIELD DIVISION

AT NEW YORK CITY

Will contact appropriate officials of the Panama
Railroad Steamship Line ond will make discreet inquiries con-
cerning Subject, who is presently employed on the S. S. Panana
in the capacity of Ship's Surgeon.

Will at this company obtain a 1list of Subject's prior
employment nnd set out appropriate leads covering this employment,
This lead should be conducted with a view of developing any in-
formation which might indicate that Subject is engaged in espionage
or sabotage activities,

APTETR DAY YRR B e TS R TP 0
R
N S VA Ao

THE NEWARK FIELD DIVISION

AT HOBOKEN, NEW JERSEY

Will conduct appropriate neighborhood investigation at
64 Hudson Strecet, Hnboken, New Jersey, where Subject allegedly
resides at the present timec, with a view of developing any in-
fornma tion concerning his activities which might indicate that
- he is engaged in espionage. . :

AT _MORRISTOWN, NEW JERSEY
[y 1 J b7( 'J

¢ Will intervicw & i@ at the Physiatric
Clinic, who employed Subject during 1936 as a Laboratory Assistant.
Will discreetly question him concerning Subject's habits and
activities along the lines indicated above.

" THE MIAMI FIELD DIVISION -

P

AT PANAMA CANAL ZONE

§ Will on the receipt of more definite information from t he
w York City Field Division eonduct approprizte investigation in
e Panama Canal Zone where the S. S. Panama docks, for the pur-
pose of ascertaining Subject's activities and assnciates in the
Panama Canal Zone, which might indieate that he is engaged in
espionage activities

[
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THE SAN FRANCISCO FIELD DIVISION

AT _SACRAXENTO, C/A IFORNIA

Viill contactEz R | 420 State Office
Building, Secretary to the California iedical Board and will se-
cure all information in his files relating to Dr, HERMINN FRED-
ERICK ERBEN, California Medical Certificate No. AO 5450,

THE ALBANY FIELD DIVISION

AT ALBANY, NEV YORK

%ill upon receipt of pintostatic copies of handwriting
from the New ‘Yark State Department nf Education forward the same
to the Bureau's Technical Laboratory for appropriate handwriting
examinations as indicated in the body of this report.

2ining any more information which
g

may have
concerning this Subject.

he

-PENDING -

-
g




Federal Burean of Inucstigation

Wunited States Departmient of Justice Coe s

.y
gJDS:BGS Savannah, Georgia
}65-149 Juns 8, 1940
. i P
RN Director \
AN Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington, D. C. ‘ .

o
Re: DR. HERMANN FREDERICK ERBEN
ESPIONAGE

Dear Sir:

At Moultrie advisad

3 : :
fice that Lr. HERMANN F‘RED"'RICK ERBEN wno was at rt. Moultrie for
a short time, would probably bear looking into by the Bureau.

e ;..;,,:-,;
i o
ALy A

According tdg

had an occasion to speak to this man and stated that
he certiinly showed evidence of strict Uerman discipline and that 3
he had made a comment to this effeet to hi'n.[hé stated further :

that ERBEN is now on duty at thexUCC camp at[Seabring, Florida,

and as he is presently employed as a contrac surgeon and not a .

reserve of his personnel file would not be available at Ft. , S

Moultrie. ¥l stated that according to the information he has T
- in hand & s alleged to have admitted having been recently on -

a supply ship of thefGraf Spee and is supposed to have entered s

the Unlted States in 1923 and to have become a ¢titizen in 1930, .

Since that time, he is alleged to have been working in south Africa

for the German government, He is also alleged to have two sons

presently in the German amy.

The file of/Confidential Informant whose name L u
is already knovn to the Bumeau) reflects that this man has been
around New Orleans and Los Angocles at different times and reflects e

further that the Bureau has a complete file on this mant /
ORI A AL

Due to the fact that it appears that the Bureau ha.s
omplete information with reference to this man, no leads are being i
et forth for the Miami Field Division to conduct an investigation ‘l'.‘
t Seabring, Florida. This information is being fumished merely . { o
0 ini‘orm the Bureau as to this man's present wher aboutsu' o ;.".,;,%f. ‘l/

Acting Special Agent in‘“Bharge
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. " There 1g tronemittod harewith g photostatyg “0opy of tho.’?"?‘-“ .
Sabring Amerlcan, nexspaper published at Sebring, Floridn,-'mesdw, }
June 25, 1940, carrying an artiole relative to the discharge’ of DR, TS .
ERBEN from the CCe Cemp at that City, . R I B it ;:fé i A
- . . UL A NG -4 e 25 :
Y 1ot " 'DR. ERBEN celled at the Ncw_!ork',?iold'.Divioion‘:od’,’Juno' '
" 20th and ‘July 1st i conneotion with tmaumr,‘and,atatod:thngua.i-.;., A
PR <! dlecharge had ‘been Occasioned through inquiry msde at L1

- L 4

.

beveral oocasions and £in on’ Ik
stated that he was leaving for tho Test Conat in order to attend 'the 2;“ N ECE
hoaring on his naturalizsticn mattor, which was §cleduled fop Auguat S : S .
8th, the detailo of mhich are already known to thefsnr"_&*cncuqo ¢D1v151‘gn. :%
S . . : - . o .“__.‘-._ _.‘_"?:-. 1- . oF : ‘}.,v.‘
TP " '™ith reference to the report of Specinl”aAgent ;
', dated June 6 1940 at Alb

any, N.Y,, i1t 18 noted that two.lealWEREHs Coam v Yk

e New York Field Division, the first rc],pt.i.na"to'f'_mr-in-*'f,. 3 Sy

. quiry to be mads of the Panema Rollroad Steamchip Line afid ‘the othap in g ah

. connectdon with his previoua eaployment, No Investigation' ir belng cone ek
ductod rolative to those loads at this time inummuch a3 previous in- A
vestication hag already set forth tho datails .
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3\ ~<

.s"'-..; Buresu. of Narcotics, NYG, has no file on Dre ERB}:N. L
- CUSTOMS: AGENCY' SERVICE'has file beginning in 1935 - . -
relating to'a shipment: ‘of monkeys brought in by '
: ERBEN on the SS City of: Rayville. Dr. ERBEN left ‘a e
i ysin HODGKeN, - NJ - about_2 weeka ‘ago_ leaving no: forwarding , . i
higy address, probably at present working for écc.~ i 4’6-»2 MJ
24l o e

K ““”&C.' %

(Qv' \‘.

m Feent
cial Agent &

7 ,,-;Office Building’ eaused a. check of his records and indices %o
be made and reported that his office had'no file conoernmg Dr.
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FREEN, Heo also telephonioauy oontacted the oﬁ‘ice of Diutrint #3, cafn
»Bureau of Narcotics, which covers that poartion of Manhattan North ot
(23rd street, and’ ascertained that there was likewise no record of
) ‘ R any‘ﬁle relatmg t0. Dre ERBEN

S . Cuetoms Agent § Custons Agency Service, = -
' a,“,.-,;..'.-,'_ 803 Federal office. Building, who.is familiar with 'the search of Dr.’ *:
£ . g ERBEN'S baggage recently,’.stated that his office had ‘an extensive file®:; X
""’ " on Dr. ERBEN beginning in'1935¢” However, he explained. that the first - "
-? ma‘oterfwith swhich<thexf L ~concerned -was the arrival- of Dr.: ERBm',', b
: “at New York on the S 'Sefity of 'Rayville with a shipment of monkeys,
T -same of which were dead.f Aside fram this matter, the file eontained ,
T, no investigation or data concerning ERBEN until the recent search ot“
St his baggage. . Both of these matters have ‘heretofore been set fqrth
R herein. in detai)s and will not be repeated heree; ;-
. t"{& R\ ‘i"*a\, “vwﬁﬂ ‘dv(“?un .u 5 v Wil i SR, Taifi RN T BT > ’
‘é“'{, ‘\" A O Ageg : sta'bed that Dr. ERBEN had at one" t:hne been 4
B " hsted as a suspe - mmggler-of narcotics, but although his effecto
.xWere rigidly eearched at’ every. opportunity,. no narcoticsiexcept thosge -
-to which he was entitled as”a physician were ‘ever found, “and aocording "
_13 Dro ERBEN'S’ name had been removed from such list.g 0

_‘vﬂlo went. out of his ‘way.to- get himself into trouble his loose talk
-an aggressive personanty, but one, who vas basi armlesse . " .. -
‘:“L" s e i 34T ‘f\-“ R R T I R O
R © Inasmuch as Dr ERBEN had not’ appeared at the-New York S »
SR A Mvision for several ‘weeks,:a telephane .call was'mads:to the SEEHAMSHAUS ‘ﬁ o
¢s « -« DEUTSCHE, . 64, Budson Street, Hoboken, New, Jersey,.where; <. room cler Syead
. informed the writer that’ Dr.mmn«aft ‘about” twoweeks' ago; going” ¢ 1%

. -Bouth’ samewhere.'“'The’ clerk stated that no forwarding address wae,loft, :
“and he was uncertain as to- ERBEN'S whereaboute, hazarding a guess» that
hemi@tbeinFlorida.»u‘;., e R

g ) Since Dre ERBEN has previous]y advised t.‘ne New Ierx Divisim }
of the offer.madé to him to become a contract surgeon for the Civilian -
COnaemtion Corps, Divieion 1, Fort Moultrie, South Carolina, which - PRGNS
~ offer had to be accepted by-May 18,7it appears probable that the offer °
. was ‘accepted by Dr. ERBEN, and a lead is being set out for ths Washing-

" ton Field Division to oheck with the headquarters of the Civilian Con=-. -~
eemtion COrps to determine hi.e present whereabouts. u’ ’
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THE WASHING’IUN FIELD DIVISION, at.Washington, D, C. ,

.will conduct appropriate investigation at the headquarters of the -

Civilian Conservation Corps ' to, determine whether Dro ERBEN accepted §
sy ‘the" -appointment offered ‘him’ as'a contract - -surgeon, Division'l,.Fort..}

' Moultrie, South Carolins,” and” determine his present whereabouts. l/v
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Federal Bureaw of Inuestination
Inited States Deparbinent of Justice
ALBANY, NEW YORK '

June 24, 1940

Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Viashington, D. C. ,
ATTN: TECHNICAL LABORATORY

RE: HERMANN FREDERICK(ERBEN, O
alias Dr. Hermann Frederick Erben.

ESPIONAGE. .

Dear Sir:

There are transmitted herewith photostatic
copies of two letters; the first being dated December 5,

1926 and consisting of one page; the second being

dated April 14, 1940 and consisting of three pages.
., HERMANN F. ERBEN,"

The former document is signed "Dr

while the latter is signed "H. E.Erben, M. D.®.
These two documents are supposed to have been written
by one and the same individual, having been directed
to and received by the New York State Department of
Education, Board of Medical Examiners. However, the
photogrephs submitted in each instance for identifi-

cation purposes bear no resemblance. (4

Inasmuch as it becomes important to determine
-if the documents were written by the same person, it
is respectfully requested that an appropriate hand-
vriting examination be made of these documents in the
Bureau's Technical Laboratory, and that this office
be advised of the conclusion reached. (g

This material éhould be returned to the

Alvany Field Division after it has served its.purpose__.
&t the Bureau. i - RECOLDED  ~ | 4% - ;
Very truly yours,. S

F
" EVENS
% dccd Special Agent in CQQEB?“.Vﬁ
\ '."\.4 },’//ED ’ "\’ /
Enclosures )4 <0 T
65-219 ; | R

¢ ."\...;u,‘:’)h, 7 4 j A
. .",.!-.‘..' "::". , . .'I/ //,{ w/.':\.l \) .. .
, 2. ] G#_/A s ¢ ﬂ. J'D'\' 215.0095
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Federal Burvau of Inuestination

Inited States Department of Justics
ALBANY, NEW YORK

August 3, 1940

S S S
Lo o
7

L3

Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

.0 ,
RE: HERMANN FREDERICK ERBEN, with alies;
ESPIONAGE ) _

Dear Siri :

" Reference is made to the letter from the Miami Field
Office to the Albany Field Office dated July 19, 1940, wherein
it was pointed out that the Bureau by letter dated March 9,
1940 directed that the San Francisco Field Office be designat~
ed as the office of origin in the instant case. .

Accordingly, therefore, it is being requested by ?
this office that the Bureau consolidate the cases of the
above title with the case vherein the San Francisco Office -

-

It is pointed out..that the only report at the
present time in the Albany case is the report of Special
@ Albany, New York, dated June 6, 1940,

b‘"— It should be noted that said report indicates
¢« that San Francisco received copies of it, thereby furnish-
ing that office with all information in the possession of
the Albany Field Office. :

Very truly yours,

ALL INFORM.TION CONTAINED .

HEREI® IS UnCASSiFiED - , p |
DATEML/,\;Q” D /%/,/ , %4/'-

T S " 6. ASTEVESS £22
5;___r)/(7'2 <:/) - Speci ’,Agenﬁ/iﬁCCharge %‘
' TJIJsPK REOORDED | e "e
Ak, 65-219 : N, Li.____(a r-7>

cc New York FEDERAL Bu,:i. a1+ "N S GATION
¢Cc San Francisco

'35 Al 5§ 194

1
H
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Dear Sir:
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Director, . . S
Federal Bureau of Investigation, - . . o N "-3-~-~~£
‘ Wash:\ngton, D, C, o . ' L
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Re:; HERMANN FREDERICK ERBEN, . 9
with alias - ESPIONAGE o
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Form No.1

FEDERAL BUREAU OF lNVESTlGATlON

. THIS CABE ORIGINATED AT SAN I‘FANCISCO, CALIFORNIA FILE NO. 55-26
" REPORY MADR AY DATE WHEN 1°ADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY
. - . WHICH MADE . N ’v
Weshington, De Ce 9/18/40 6-28, 9~13-40 PYDM:KL
TITLE .. . CHARACTER OF CASE . °
) - [ R
DR, HERMANN FREDERICK ERBEN, with aliases ESPIONAGE
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: ~ Dre ERBEN was appointed surgeon in District I, cce,

Fort Moultrie, on lMay 18, 1940 for the balance of
the fiscal year. His contract was not renewed

June 30, 1940, His present address is Seaman's
Mission, 64 Hudsonm Street, Hoboken, New J ersey. LA

. : AGUNOY L = 2

RUC RED. RE:"J i-——i—— &5
) - Rep' g Furgen 5 A58
| 31y :
REFERENCE: ) Report of Special A.gent : at New York,

New York dated June '7, 1940, W b)

DETAILS: AT WASHINGTON, D. C,

On June 27, 1940, Dr, ERBEN called at the Washington
Field Office, desiring to speak to s a B4
information that he had furnished tof

- concern ng himself
on a previous visit to the Washington

eld Office, U,

Dr. ERBEN was advised that Agent g:as not in the
orrico. at which time be informed the writeir tDat he has had diffi~
‘culty in keeping any position im commection with the United States
Government. He stated that recently he was advised that hig ser-
vices would not be needed in the Civilien Comservation Corps where
he hes been employed in ‘South Carolins., Dr. ERBEN indicated that
be was ‘of the: opinion that the Navel Inteclligence &nd the' Federal
Buresu.of Invostigation hsd something to do with his services
being ieminated in the Civilian Coltservation Corps end Aésired

ormation concerning his status with the Federal Bureau of -

b -

'- K
i AP::&V::A 8 SPacia c‘"" - DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES
sl o NTTLge - Vi | sz
197.".". 29 caazgor'muau-on . :
' 5-Bureau A . I
2-Sen Francisco VR RT e g Vel
3-New York C - ©
S~Fashington Field -.r\ "
| T e
! A ,
€ & SOTIRARENT FRINTING SV T—3034 - U ;
/
T e g g Patabany o g
T R e ST T R D A e S I T




o

Investigation. He also displayed a letter dated May 27, 1940, C T
from the Bureau regarding his visit to the New York Field Die T
vision, at which time he desired information concerning any mvestigation v
as to his activities., The writer informed Dr. ERBEN that the lete -
ter which he has received from the Bureeu explained his status as
fer as the Federal Bureeu of Investigation was concerned end that
the writer had no informatjon which could be added to the Bureau's °
letter. Dr. ERBEN also displayed a letter from the Naval Intelli~-
gence which aleo indicated that he had made inquiry there concerning .

- his satatus, and the letter from the Naval Intelligence contained ' v
approximately the seme information ss the Bureau letter dated :

May 27, 1940. (A_

Dr. ERBEN was very interested in wanting to know if
the writer was making any note of his visit to the Washington Field S
Office. It is to be noted that Dr. ERBEN was very persistent in ¢
attempting to obtain information concerning any files relating to i
him in this office. However, no information was given Dre. ERBEN
along these lines. He stated that he wes leaving Washington on oo |
the afterinoon of June 27, 1940 end his eddress would be Seaman'a .
Mission, 64 Hudson Streat Hoboken, New Jersey. (4

On September 13, 1940 at the Adjutent General's office,

CCC, Munitions Building, the file showed that Dr. ERBEN was ap~ ,

pointed surgeon at District I, CCC, Fort Moultrie, May 18, 1940 ) '

for the balance of the fiscal year. His contrect was not renewed i
o June 30, 1940 for official reasons stated availability of officers e
e more suited to the duty. The files also revealed that among other ogndd

references he gave the one of Dr. B. SHALETT, 424 Madison Avenue, ’

New York City.
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) . los Angoles, California : R
| g 8optanbor 21 1sl0 b~

F R INFORMIAT m:ig’}mjwti s
. 2R R HEREIN S UNCLASSH N I
smﬁr&‘:“;f&?ﬁ:ﬁu s #DRTE Lel2 9 BYSLO AL O
: Res DR, HERMANN FRYD\’RICK KR;EH . .
FSPIONAGE

Ry

' ctorvmo ’1- mdo to roport ot Spoohl Agont
S dated. N" York Oity, Karoh 18, 19&0. in thl Lael

IR Yo were udviud thnt through the gssistance of
hu Agont, WALTER/HEINLE, and his attorney, OSCARISUNMINS BRIOL .
, FLYNN, motion pidture aotor, was interviewsd at ths Warner BrOl. T e e
Studio. Bvrb\nk c:litornh, by Spoohl Agcnt in C-hnrgo R. B. EOOD. S aky
o AN . f’A’x‘ A RN
| w 2 sl Y pirnn wt the putsst of the ‘tnterview, muttoa s
e " "v J.’boing pogunptod with DR, FRBEF and.regarded him highly." They™ Atk AR
B o AL T have been &oquainted - for about "teoh ysars and have truvelod oxtomivoly‘
sl "z« " together 211 over the world.: . They first met in Culena. FLYFN + -
* believes that DR. ERBEN has a'very brilliant mind and is an ex= ' .
SRR “~gellent phyeician; that he. s the type of person who wouwld do -~ .-y sl
E “,__*;;, ‘L,ovarythln; in his power to mh it eppear that ho was in faot en ,;,,;.;r W T
;f 11»,“0‘910!3‘80 ‘Agente - FLYNN was ‘of the opinion t}ut DR. KRBEH hna the . .. . .
proponlity ror gotting 1nto troublo. m e .- ok > > ,':
‘ . ’

.é’

\l

P e l(r. rmm ltatod 2hat, horotororc E’RBSN had bm 4"
. :.vory moh oppcud to Nasilen and Commmiaxm end from what he, . .
-, HEN -...me. knows of his baokground, ‘he ‘doss not beliove ERBEN would .
% dae ‘snow'be’e devout Nasi. 'FLYKEN informed ‘that he had several letters -
.7 ‘24h hie possession from’ E’RBBH vhioh bo nuld tum over to Nre HOOD
* for qxamintuon. A BN L
A' ) o ' Al Qvidonce of BRBRH‘B ability, PLYHB ltatod ho had
" gone %o Australis about 1932 or 1934 as the hcad of an expsdition
", for the Rookefeller Institute, where he has seen the dootor work
t\unty-rcur hours‘at a astretoh entirely without oompensation. . .
FROEE recently advised PLYNN of his difficulties with the Imigration
: and as a result thersof FLYNN oommuniocated with Mrs. FRANKLIB s
. ROOBKVEL!‘ in an oftort “to hno her do s wthing poniblo ror AR

P%w R ‘4‘., .wp.qu. R .-A mpmm ,,‘. ‘-, e égi?—
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- Bubsequent to thie intordn, FLYI! s
on several oqoasions ;An order to secure the
prom.hod. " Hon:cnr. thoy have not.been’ rort.h-:-’
A oaulng nd st the prosent time 1Y 13 undorstood thet he 1a on
"3, G0 extensive Yours..., Ng further effort will be made to wedure
thno lottorl \mlon o ndﬂud dy" tho otrioo of orlgin.

. .\‘

!horo being no turthor innatigation in this

mtt:cr, it is boing ntcrrod upon oomplotion to. tho office of
ori;in. o i o
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