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Washingtor, D, 0O, 3/6/37 3/5/37 : EKT:JCM -
; R G CHARACTER OF CASE ,
B HERMANN FREDERICK ERBEH, 14,D.; .nliases: DR. HERIAN »’ [ 4
’4: s 3.7ERBR, HERL'!! FREIDERICK LRBIN 3 ) EGFIONAGE
5 8 LLOYD“USINGER (S. 5*ieat Lahwah) IUTIHY ON TIE I'ICH SEAS
i .
0 SYNOPBIS OF FACTS: Prosecution declined lLos Angeles,
REFEREMNCE: Toelegram from San Francisce Division dated
: February 23, 1937. '
. . [
DETAILS: _ AT WASHINGTOM, D. C. _ S L
l/ - . . Vo _.-.. ey R O ."‘«-‘-E’:.i ..,.. - . ...:,.; ']
Upon receipt of reference telegrar, advising that prosecution
had been declined in Los Angeles, all investigation pending in this district was
discontinued, . . o
; -
7 -
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March 16, 1937,

KAORANIUM FOR_ASGIUTANLT ATTCIGNTY u’ﬁu.-u‘d. BRIAN MoMAHON

Attention of Mr. Romey

I am furnishing
of Special Agent §
California, March §
adrift of stowaways g
boing your file nunmbor 43
entitled

A oopy of this report is being sent direct to
United States Attorney Snydor at San Juan, Puerto Rioco.
Copies of the reports in the other case mentioned in your
namornndm of Tebruary 20, 1937,ow1th reforence %o Dr, Herman
8.° Erden, alias Herman ¥rederiok Erden and Lloyd Usinper,
bave besn furnished you by 8 routing slip as received, this
latter casoc being entitled “"Hermann ¥rederiok Erbdem, ii. De.,

aliasss: Dr. ilorman 8, Krben, Herman Frederick Krben;
Lloyd Usinger (093 Rest Malwah); Zspionage; Mutiny on the
High Jeaa,."

Vory truly yours,

o John Edgar Hoover,
Direotor,

Enoclosure 1105466,
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THIS CAGE o%almvrso AT SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFURNIA L.aruwgno. Giein ~d
REPONT HAQ' AX DATE WHEN MADE :f:.’g?;g:; REPOAT MADK BY A -
LOS ANGELES, CALIF. 3/19/37 3/10/37 e
B .. ]
TIME CHARACTER OF CASE ’

P
HERMAIIN FREDERICK ERBEM, M.D.,

ESPICKRAGE.
with aliases; XT AL. MUTINY ON THE HIGH SkAS
{5..SLNBST MAHWAK) :

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Assistant United States Attorney, Los

Angeles, desires further infommtion
concerning actions of crew of S.S.
WEST MAHWAH at San Juan, Puerto Rico.

ALL IFORMATION CONTAINED
“P- HEREWS UNCLASSIFIED

REFERENCE

Report of Special Agent b’
Los Angeles, California, dated Febru- ‘.
ary 25, 1937.
_:- .4 .
DETAILS:

AT 1LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

formed Agent that, after conferring with United States Attorney
Peirson M. Hall, he desired further information ig,the instant
«case concerning the activities of the crew of he S. S. WIST
NAIIAH at Sen Juan, Puerto Rico. He requested spec1f1c inror-
mation concerning the location of the ship, ‘'whether it was ly-
ing outside the harbor, inside the harbor, or at the dock dur-

ing, the period that tlhe crew refused to work until the steward
was discharged,

DATE‘( J/ 7 BY'(J?—'— -///'/

0

Assistant United States Attorney CLAUDE WMORTON in-" DA
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He further requested information concerning state-
ments by or asctivities on the part of members of the crew, other
tuan LLOYD EUGENE USINGER, which would indicate the temper and
intent of the crew mombers who refused to work at that port.

UNDEVELOPED LEADS

SAN FRaNCISCO DIVISION

AT SAN FRANCISCC, CALIFORWIA, will reviow the log
of the S.S.  WEST MAHWAH and determine from the same the location
of the ship and the activities of the members of the crew while
at San Juan, with particular reference to any specific remarks
or ections entered therein.

L0S ANGELES DIVISION

AT LOS ANGELLS, CALIFURNIA, upon receipt of the
above information from Sen Francisco, will confer again with
Assistant United States Attorney CLAUDE MORTON.
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Tm‘scn:écmumar SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA FILENO, 65w3]
REPORT mﬁ AT . : DATK WHEN MADE PERIOD POR REPORY MADE BY ’
_ T WHICH MADE .
Sen Frencisco, Calif. |4/7/37 3/24,27/37 -~ _FB
™M L" CHARACYER OF CASE -& ’ . i
HERM ANN FREA%JRICK JRBEN, M.D. With Mlases;‘ ESPIONAGE &
LLOYP BUGENE- SINGER, With Aliases;
(SS"WEST MAHAR)

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

¥ and

MUTINY ON THE HIGH SEAS
est Mahwah'
viewed, relate that the reported mutiny

occurred at 8400 A.m, October 27,1936, '

while this vessel was tied up at the dook
/ et San Juan, Puerto Bico;

that there was
. Do violence; no threats mede; crew refused
/\/ to work complaining against poor food and
demandi ng discharge of stemard,

Transcript - o
of ship's log obtained, -

ALL INFORMATION 'CON'TA’NED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED o
| | | DATES s/ BY sz ey A4y

P.

v Y 2%
ENCE 3 Report of Special Agent(§ b’ o »(/
: Los Angeles, California, & . B P
Report of Special Agent _ - - AN MO
Los Angeles, Califoruia : i ;
ETAILS: At San Francisco, California,
It was ascertained from the MoCormiok Steamship Company, operstors
of the SS "West Mahwah" thet this vessel was in San Francisco, California, at
Pler 38, :

R cories or Yrus REPORT
eau »

3-los Angeles (1 UiS.Atty. Los #ngel“.) RN

o

'\

2-San Francisco

/ 24C 1z ha,
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’ He stated et the time of this mutiny which wae adout 8,00 Bies . SR
¢« +,~AM, on October 27, 1936, the SS "West ‘Mahwah" which is a ship of g ‘
American registry, was tied up at the McComick Steamship Campany
Piler at San Juan, Puerto Rico; thst at 8,00 A.M. the crew went on
strike, demanding the dismigeal of the cook and steward, They comw
plained that the food served was of poor quality;: that they remained
on strike until 8,45 A.M. October 30th when the steward was d{ge S
charged, At that time the crew discontinued the striks and resumed Lo,
their duties, -- o . T o

-~

Sstated that during the strike there was é"ﬂ‘
no violence, no threats, S et

no vicious asctivities whatever; that the crev']é
wags quiet and orderly, remained {n their quarters but refused to "turn
to” or perfom their duties, their grievances being that the st eward

hem food of poor quelity; that the CAPTAIN
reported this occurrenc

AR

\

; thet subject LILOYD EIJIG!;!VX!!~
- . USINGER was the pri noipal disturber and that DR. HERMANN FREDERICK ERBRN>'#""
‘ Ong the crew of this - ‘

85 ' ' acts of violence . ..
- whatever and "the crew simply refused to work;

S "West Mah wah" thashe went from San Frencisco,
Aires and returned; that while stoppi
rried to a person unknown to the

| B W stotod that :
sh@ was not' r ped or criminally attacked and that s
""stfRement to the ‘CAPTAIN to this effect which {s qu

R R Y S A
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| ~_"West Mahwah
T Y Pebruary 21, 1937

TO YHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

: I wish to state in reference to my participa- |
tion in the complaint filed with the Amsrican Consul in _ ) D
Rio de Janeiro that this matter assumed a fer more serious e
aspeot than was my intentione . . L RSO
AB a witness, I allowed Mr, Balcom, the Wireless
operator and Doctor Erbem, the Ship's Doctor, to use my

neme in the complaint and I aduit being strongly influenced
by these men inesmuch as I would have letthe matter pass if
it had not been for their persuasione ‘

o

X

It is now evident to me that these men were only

. seeking to make trouble by registering such a complaint, I .- - 7 .
sincerely regret the whole affair and feel it my duty to .

¢ .« Totract my part of ‘the camplaint and absolve the injured AR
S party or parties from bleame, '

P
e @steted that he
ke at San Juen, Puerto Rico
tted a detailed signed statement
Bureau of Investigation at Los
He states that he concurred in the statement
made by ghat there was no violence; thet the orew declined
“to work from Be00 A.M. October 27, 1936, to B.45 A.M. October 30,1936;
thet their refusal was due to a complaint which they filed with the
CAPTAIN over the Quality of the food served by the steward and that
in bis opinion this strike was engineere -by LLOYD EUGENE USINGER ' .-
d"DR, ERBEN; that the steward ARTHUR W\ MOSS was finally discharged’s:
t San Jusn apd the orew on the morning of October 30, 193C, agrsed :
O psrfom their duties; that the vessel at the time was inside of the

distinctly recalls the Crow going omh
October 27, 1936 and thet he submi

to a Special Agent of the Federal
Angeles, Cal :

. sTfom their dut: ] : Tl

. ghervor end was tied up at the McComick Steamship Company docks at - 4« _

Ban Juan, Puerto Rico, . : : : A
e ¢ N - A % BECTAN LR A R
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R 3 The aocount of th
.18_as follows:

is occurrence as shown in the sbhipts log

"October 27, 1936 - San Juan, Puerto Rico -

€.00 AM. - Crew on strike demanding a1 smissal |
of cook and steward,

1.55 P.M, steem turned o

ff and no chance to '
cover hatches, - ‘ ) : -

2400 PoM. steam turned on to cover hatches, =~ o

- }Q “.!.:',
g« &

2.15 P.M, « hatches covered and stevedores .
knocked off on account o

T steam being shut oft
by unlicenssd pereonnel tn engine rocm,

Osteber 58, 193G - 8,00 AM - Sailors and ' - |
black gang still continuing the strike. : ‘

-, October 28, 1936 - 8,00 PN, ~ Satlors end
o ‘black gang st{ll continuing the strike.

~

..
&
]

|
October 30, 1936 ~ 8.45 A, - Crew turned to" A !

The above is the exact transcri
no edditional entries 8ppear therein ag

relating to the so called mutiny
e Rico. :

Pt of the ship's log end o
to eny other activities
which occurred at San Juan, Puerto o aw

Adviged tha)i:“ b "\(

this vessel 1s eaving San Francisco
éxpected to arrive at Los Angeles,
Los Angeles about Ap
of rice and lumber;
Angeles, California,
JANSEN at that time
4

» California, March 30, 1937, is

California, April 1st, will leave L
ril 3rd for San Juan, Puerto Rico with e cargo

that this vessel {s e '

San Pedro Harbor tn about a month angd

will be available should the
information from him

Sh e information incorporated e

s ire Tuli e ' oI the purported wutiny which oocurred Loy,
on Ootobor 27th and lasted until October 30, 1936, while the veasel was
tiedf San _J H .

.'.
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{DEVELOPED_LEADSs ' S - 4
R B THE 1L0S ANGELES BUREAU FIELD DIVISION AT LOS ANGELES,

CALIFORNIA, will present this cese to the United States Attorney
at Los Angeles, Celifornia, for his decision.
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‘C)Erben, M.D.; with aliases; LloydOUsinger (s. StjneSt Mahwah) ;-

" writer informed him that the Bureau would be glad to cooperate with .

" would indicate that either of the above mentioned subjects are ‘

- N e Lo R R - RN L ; . .
. el T e e ST
Smi L i Ee A R I 2N e Fa e d Bt D T it SO LS T Y - I BT R AR Y S AW TR IR
Sl ;
i /\ i \
. t

Federval Bureau of Inuestigation
United States Department of Justice

washintgtutt,m.ﬁ. s
. : /\ Mai‘ch 23’.;

t

\__
MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TAMI

For your information, I wish to advise that on March 19 '”“t
1937, Mr. MacIntyre called me to inform that? of b)‘
the Navy Intelligence Bureau was in his office 8 8~ s

cuss with an Agent of the Bureau the case of one Hermann Frederiok: %"

Espionage, Mutiny on the High Seas. , s

PN Aff-"-:_
. 2

esadsince Mr. Spear, who has been handling this matter, - ° “
g another interview in his office. I discussed this .

' g and after reviewing our file - “‘ o
ally all the informatiop
file has previously been called to his attention. However, [ :
S vas not aware that prosecution had been declined on thig —

1e United States Attorneys at New Orleans and Los Angeles. -:.**.3 ToaR
stated that he and other members of his Staff had been::
erested in the activities of Hermann Erben, end his as~ ?"'- “ ‘
and vhile they believe him to be a very un-American individual,’ p
g stated they have no additional information relative . . e b
VO espionage activities that has not already been furnished the Bureau#®’,:
in connection with instant case. He requested that if additional ; .
- information is secured by the Bureau his office be advised and the .>>

him and advise him in the event additional information is secured which
presently engaged in espionage activitiea.
' ‘ Respectfully,
; . mmﬁ) Jo Brmdt-

é\s—‘ éZZ—-I‘/,

O N R
U. 5. DEPARTMENT OF JuSTIGE %
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"‘l-\ﬂ""’?'» «.n r (, \‘ it ‘tm; yg,,“
Dear captaln Pnlntom

\g -.;,,o. ‘

-~ Yor your mromuon, Towien to adviae that the reaem. N
s -Bureau" of Inveetigation has’ conduoted a ruther. extens{ve mvuu-, N
Fui4 gation relative:to the mctivities of Dr. Bernann Froderick Erben, :’: x«’hvw
,_.aii.u Heruan 8, Rrben, and one Lloyd Usinger,.sho . wers" ‘suspected -
+Vof being’ ::ngac,ed t‘c‘o e8plonage aouﬂm both”of “whoa” wm‘&,,
« Foported HoCormick ship .9f 8an Franciscg as
'?"’Mmg“ gt‘geil’in'lnoitfnggs mutiny,” intimidating” t.h': “arew and
: &pauengou énd preventing longetoremon at ‘foreign ports from Mpe AT
" 10ading 'the‘cargo of "the. Steanship WEST KAHRAH, a vessel of "' :iiii %
(" American’ rcg?.pt.ry, 1r!hio;h ‘was ownod .by the loComiok Btuulup -
i, Sompany 5. B e AN X RV

TR S TS

Al A

Aty R b

g A _.;,u* IR I RS
‘*J: £ is ot -0 llaroh 19,1957 § ‘_9&!0
‘w’,l’ -called at theiBureau'to: aisd 5

'} vl

"the Supervisor™ who Hag Déen handl!.nx N- u’ttu', vm( ;
3 “Brandtthat your offics was’ “extriuely d¥terosted in thio Actﬁitin
Jaf. nemm\ n-ben ‘w04 'his’ uaooi.hton. . J advisod Nr,

! .Bmdt tbat ‘hﬂo your Qffios’ hds ‘every 1eason 1ieve Hormann™ g;
Ex-ban 1. r'vary ’nn-burioan *ndxgam, 4t hos no a.dditionu mror-f_ :

® Los Angeles, Californis Fleld Division. ms"”",‘
ﬁutn Attoruey 'Claude Morton adviged 8pacial’ Lgint fé.‘.-;‘

aftdr oonferring with the United States Attornq. -
orma i '~oonoem1ng tho act Qtzu‘of

¢ " ‘.’._ -:-0 =B, “;““s_ﬁ- z,, e
.'>.'§ALL"INFOR&;ATM{3‘ mmso
&-i’ ‘HEP[I UIIC»..-‘ Uil D A
Gl . DATMBY, Sf’




+ e b AT o e e A AR T Ut e ek

) . .
Ve s ¥ .’. !
. A e s

. 7,‘"""..'1' He = Ty

: '.».;v- ] N \B‘y, "\ “\"&\’ "’5"""’ .." gva.’. cT T

Bteunhip MEST MAHMAH at San Juan, Puerto Rl.oo. Bo requeat.ed dpaoifio &
unfomtion concerning the looation of the ship, shether it vas m.ng A
* .outside the horbor, inside the hardbo®, or at the dook duri.ng tho' period ;
. the crew refused to work until the steward wes diecharged, He aleo -

""} Ty oo 'J“"' . ¥ "J":.‘- l'&’.{.( o U R v “. %) A
. for your inforuauou I an -lncloning herevit.h one
tho oll.oving roportn ., Y

Bpeom Agont 5} ',.,
cuifomia, Jar

>

. ‘r"

,.. . A

datod at Bun l"rano&l;

v

. B g e
,-&‘ "M)r"* lwtwa‘ PR “:":':3}1}' ¢

Vi Wremg's: °' Bt R 2 ‘uth * aguian

'3
W 'n.pm of: Spéolal mnt

_;’obmu-y £5,. 2957, -

R i1 A \y.nl;. ¥

Tt S £

dlted at luhinxtm,
'* "‘"'. f‘

!au ruz notc Eon tho raport of: Spoc.tul Agont :
March 19, 1957, that further investigation rels ve o
‘being oonduoted - by the off{ces at Los An;olu and Ben¥x: i
Francisoo, California and imnedisntely upon receiyt of reports froaz'
offices relative to this matter'I shall )} glad to deiu youfp
ot mt. uw:ugmon.%‘é v f?rﬁm YOk Ay E




FEDERAL BUREAU OF IKVESTIGATION
- FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORIATION SHEET

__.'... ageis) withheld entirely ot this location in the file. One of more of the following sumacuu.}\m
indicated, explain this dcletion.

O  Deleted under exempliontsd ; : with no sogregatle
waterial srailable for relcase o vou.

3 Information pertained only o 8 third party with o reference ta vou o the subject of your request.

J Informstion pertaincd onls W a third.party. Your name is listed in the title only. ;
l N
%ﬁ‘ummﬁsl otiginating with the following govemment agencationt
nNla. Vid e cwg8/wire forwarded th them for direct response to yos.
e  Pageis) referred for consyltation to the following grvemment agencviies?;
as the information onginated with them. You will
be adrvised of avalshilits upon retum of the matena! W the FHLL

—  Pagets) withheld for the fullowing reasonis):

O Fo your information:

5

B/The following number is to he used for referenip Jegarding theae pages:

L5-L8I - IS A

KXXXXXXXXKXXXXKXXX
DELETED PACES)
NO DUPLICATION FEE

FOR THIS PAGE
ANXXXXXXONR XXX NNXXX

AR TR ST G} TR LW S AR AT A | (JAE T
[ b R AR Ay Ol L S Yt Y

i
T K
RS Apn o> -
s S B




[FEROP PSS P PO W F VAU A S PENS SR PR R I

ML,

HFederal Burean of fnvestigation
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. nited States Departinent of Justice
£ g 1105 1i1le Tower, |
& . San Francisco, California
o : ‘Mey 18, 1937 .

Director, ' '
Federal pureau of Investigation, .
Washingten, D, C. "~ '

. o ~ O ' R

. s Dear sir: .- RE: HERMAN FREDERICK ERBEN, M.Dey, -~ =~ "%+
%‘ T : ‘with sliases; LLOYD EUGENE - - = ~ ‘
O USINGER, with alisses (SS ;
O WEST MAHWAH) ESPIONAGE; LR §

MUTINY ON THE HIGH SEAS, e e

. o 'Very truly yours,

= fm“
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WLL:MLA Special Agent in chargo
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) This will acknowledgo receipt of your letters - t

of Jenuary 26, and Fedruary 2, 1940, respectively, with |
. 6ne 0, your referenues A-M.662.8591/736 and A-M *
862,8591/748, relativo to Dr. Mermana F, Erben,

o A'Iéppmointoyour Idndnosa in mald rg this
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¢ Report of %wial :ﬁe'nt : S
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- .- February 23, 1940

b

s v . {
"j".“‘,"" ."l'.:'\. . e ¥ i ‘
CX . MEMORANDUM FOR MR, L
; . ;: oy e Y : ‘
' ~  Mr. Fletcher Warren of the State Department. .  ,
. ori called with reference to Dr. Herman Frederick Erben. ;% ‘
. He said that this man had shipped on the Nightingale,s’ !
.+ which ‘belonged to the Crace Line, as a messman; that: :
Jeum.i. the 8hip, he thought, had about time to reach the oy
© = Canal Zone; however, on checking he found the ship RN
v “hod arrived in New York.' He stated that the Buregu '+
-~ ' wa8 interested in finding out when this
o .'ar,rjit'ze_"‘_tg_z" the United States. v 1
i"f. _ .':“;ReSPecﬁf3l1U:" ':ﬂ:’i"ﬁ”f- |
- ’ . 4. _/ - ] . : . . }v-',
Y.+ -~ A. ROSEN. o |
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<« JOHN EDGAR HOOVER .
=  DIRECTOR (

- Federal Bureat of Inuestigat.—.
Fnited Htates Bcpartmmt of Justice

EAT:COH was!ﬁngtnn,m.ﬁ. - | IU/
Tines 11:50 Qeme February 20, 1940 . y * .

MEMORANDUN _FOR_THE FILE /
o=~

RE: DR. HERMAN FREDERICK .
- 0 ERBEN; ESPIONAGE - y

ur. Fletcher #warren of the State

'\ Rl Department called concerning the above-
named subJjecte
%\b | He advised that Erben is en route
to New York on the S5 nyightingale” of the

grace Line. The boat passed through the
Panagmo Cangl on February 14. Erben wanted :
to be discharged from the ship there but |
his request evidently was refused. It 18 i
understood that he wanted to go to californice.

—

e
ey

!

yr. Warren furnished the addresses f
of the following individuals who ore friends i
9j' Erben: : . ﬁ

g
ES

: Rudolph{Scharff, 850 Park
e Avenue, lNew York, New York -

Chauncey)(t'ramutolo, Alexander
puilding, Montgomery Street,
! San Francisco, Ccalifornia. i

Mr. Warren stated there is being
Sforwarded to the Bureau G CO of @ dispatch
received from the West Coost relative to Erben.
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PBRIONTE-AD CONFIDENTIAL.

Dear Mr. Tamm,

w0

———

1y -1 have had the following inquiry re DR.
HERMANN F. ERBEN -

Where is this person now? Is he in any
employment, to justify his residence at any particular
point? Ag this sesms to be the first information
concerning this party, &s much detail as possible would
be appreciatad.

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
BEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED,
EXCEPT WHERE SBOWN ~ '
.OTHB.%WISEo - e

Edward A. Tm' Esqe,
Fe B. I.,
Waghington, De Cs,
Us S. A
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