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el fhe a ~ -

ey ta p \, -i-c .‘l.

muan X (aars .
Born Aprtl 2%? éﬂSQv

_2‘: //lnfhh-'f , ¥ 50 ; ‘
= ¥o {nvestigation bas been conduotcd Dy thc"I'BI'-‘*'
..._pcrttnent to your tnqutry concerntng tha aboue-noud
"tndtutdual- SR -

Shmmar

m o .

. Eowvcr, thc ftl'ea of‘thu Buregu contain thc =
{ollowtng tasormatton concerning Ellington developed durtng
tlu couru o,r other uour ity-typc lnvcaﬁgattonu

,r»

ha S
“
vl E v llay 12, 1938, tsiue of e "'Dauy lortcr A , o,
‘,J : aaot coast Communist newspaper, contsined an arttclc capti orxed
- < "Barleu Youth Parley Rallies for Jobs, Piace.” This articles .
S "listed. Duke Elltngton among the promfnent endorsers of thc
N

T firet AlleHarlen Jouth Conference which wae to convene on .
May 13, 1938, in New York City. !"hc All-Hgrlen Youth .
Conference has been describded as Pamong tAe more oonsptcuoua
Communist=front groupes tn the Racial--=sudclassification” dy
: the Cgolifornia Commitiee on Un-American Acttutttu tn a rcport

' tnued by that group in 1948 (pcgn 3 cnd 75). i
e o  (61-7563~60X6) :

i
f{’ L The "Fest Coast Yoluntear',fbr anc and July,‘7941, Y
e -onthly news bulletin published by the Henry Eaton Post of «
“- the Abraham lLincoln Brigade gt Los Angies, California, rqflcotc
" “that the Hollywood Chapter of the Teterana of the Adrahom - -
" Ltncoln Brigade on July 26, 1941, gave a dara dance to rafuc
- Junds. The pudlication related that Duke Fllington had . ‘
" appeared at the dance with @ portion ef his dand. The Yoteranq; 2
.. . 0f the Adraham Lincoln Brigade ARas been cited by the Attorneyf‘
. -=.." General of the Unfited States as within the pury ev of -
_:,yécguttvc Ordcr 98335, (100‘7% ,1034.

00- et o
Accordtng to-a reltable source the, M 4‘34#9‘;3‘

S ’,_.tzztngton appeared on o Itat of the Q‘onutttu of Sponaon L
. Jor a dinner gfven at cn 8 Reatourant, Hollwood, Caltforaia,
o Ledd -"on November 10, 1941l. "The dinner wvas gtuen under the auaptcu
R0 boem—— of the dmertogn Commitise to Save Refugees, the Exiled
5 ‘¥riters’ Committee, and the United Aurtcan-Spanuh Atd
Committess The American Committee to Save Refujees has been /
mo_—— Cited c8 a Communiet front by the Special Connittee on Un=
whe.___ AWeTican Activities in g report dated March 29, 1944; the T

oy v qu
L

Yote: Request received 3/25/53: Reason, &llington’s /.
Educational Exchange Service. _ L
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..Extled Friters' Commsttee haa been described by the Caltfornia _
;. Committee on Un-Amerfcan Activities fn tts 1948 report as ;. - G
Yestablished by the Communist League of Ameéricaon Priters to =
., dbolster the Comnunist front, Anertoan Commtttee ¢o Save ;7. .. oo
Befugecss The Ixiled Friters’ Commfttee worked with other . -
Communisd fronts in the Spanish Conmunsst refugee educations® ..

.‘ond, the United Amertoan-Spanish Atd Committee has Deen cited — .

.0, by the Attormey General of the United States as within the . . .

The 1944 report of the Spscial Committee on . 5 -
.. Un=Amertican dcittvities, House of Representatives, whtch
. .described the Artista’ Front to Fin the Far as a Communist T
- .. Jront, 1isted Duke Ellington as a apongor of that eorganteation. .
et the time of fte debut at a mass meeting ot Carnegie Hall -
.3n New York City, on October 16, 1942 oo L A

AR N

v . i L. * .758 - 7 . -
S i The June 23, 18 ?ltasuf g?ggﬁcpibggly Forker™ : . ' -
eontained an article coptioned”"Fegro Tribute to Hit Back at
Axts Plot Here.™ This article related that Duke Ellington, ... ..
grong others, was to appear gt a prograz to bde held on R
June 27, 1943, designated as' ¢ "Tridute to Negro Servicemen,”
The article stated that the program wge_ to be asupported by
the Negro Labor Victory Commiitee and the National Vegro
U Congress, among other organizations. BotM the afore-nentioned
+ . ergantagiions Agve deen cited by the Attorney General of the
- United States as Comaunist vithin the purview of Executive = Q.

o The Octoder 7, 1543, issue of the "Iatly Borker”.
¢onidned an article captioned "Civic Leaders Endorse Davis.” .
Adccording to this arsicle Luke dllington, among others, ., . - . .
¥as .20 appear ot the Golden Cate Ballroom on Octoder 24, =
1543, tn a "Davts Yictory Show” o pay tridute to Ben jamin J.
favis, Jr., Communtst Porty oandidate for the City Council ef

.. #ew York. The October 10, 1543, issue of the "Dotly Sorker”,
. <. in an orticle captioned "Ben lLavis Candidacy Arouses Nationgl ~
© .. Interest,” related that Duke E1lington as among those dacking
- BenJjamin J. Davis, Jr., for City Counctl. - It te to de noted : -

e Ty
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I v,:}.th;athenjaatn Je Davis, Jr., New York City Councilman, was . .
. omong the National Board mexbers of the Comauntst Party =~ -0
convteted tn Onited States District Court, _lcu,"rork,’xjfg R

.2ork, of vuf 0191 tng the 5;; th ‘ dct. ( 100-1491863~4 ) s

v ke ST Information was received from a ‘-i‘lcltablc' source .
7 .$n January, 1944, that Duke Kllington Aad mailed eut g

- .. .0pprozimately 1500 leiters on bdehalf of the Natfonal ~ * i: - L
+.  Committee to Abolish the Poll Taxr and ithat the Committee - .
= ... had Deen receiving money from the people Allington contacted. . =~ -
. The Notionagl Committee to Adolish the Poll Tax has bdeen - :

[ - etted by the Caltfornia Conmiitee on Un-American Activities

v '#n_their 1947 report as Famong the Communtist-front erganizgiions
. Jfor racisl agitation” which also serve ga "money-collecting :

S medta, P (100-11507-204, pags 10)%

el et It hoe deen reliadly reportec that in @& "raport of
_the Fationgl Board” presented by one Herd Signer ot the ~ = . ..
- American TYoutlh for Democracy Natfonal Convention, June 19~
- -16, 1946, held IR New York, New YXork, ihe Jollowing was
presenteds "The New York ‘Tribdute to Fate Baller' ot :
Carnegie Fgll in April, 1S4¢, sponsored by American Youth for
l'emocracy, turnecd into a trexendous, spontaneous demonatration
" of tnier-ragcial unity.” Among those who Joined vith American
. Jouth for Democracy fn this eveat were Duke Allingtone==egnd : " -
- others toonumerous to mention.™ Amertcgn Youth Jor Lemocragcy
. has been cited by the Attorney General of the Uaited Stotes -
% .68 Communist within the purview of Ezecutive Order 9335, -
R On Nay 1¢, 1944, according to o reliacdle source
@ concert was held qat Carnegte Hall, NKew iork City, under the
sponsorship of the Joint Anti-Fasctst Refugee Conmittee. -
Duke El11¢ngton was said to have volunteered his professional
services for this concert which was reportedly attended dy
2000 persons. The Joint Anti-Faaciagt Refugee Committee has
been ctted dy the Attorney General of the United States as
. Communist within the purvisw of Arecutive Order 9835, Rt
it IR (100-7061-631 geoi T _
~oine ' The "Datly Worker™ of August ?, 1944, ta an article
captioned "Stars Lead Coaet Democratic Commitiee", reflected
that Bandmgater-Composer Duke Kl1lington wgs a member of the -
Executive 3oard of the Hollywood Democratic Committes. - The

A
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-;a-;.lollywoed Deloarntsc Gountttcc baa bccn citcdwby the Golgforat‘
Conmittee on Un-American Acttvities 3n o rcport tcaucd N1 IR

51948, az @ Connuntat.front.l {100-28825¢q1) -y

Ao rhc Jhnuary 2, 1948, tssue of the 'Datly 'orter" ;
- contataed an article captioned "Yugoslav Reltef Opens 1946 *
*Drive.™ Thias article stated that the American. Oonntttee.for
jlhgoslcv Rellef Aad opened tta 1946 activities with o rowu
- 8all benefit concert, wktch concert was spongored by Duke
“'Slltngton aaong others ~ The 4Amertcan Committew for Iugoclav
‘Relief, Incorporated has been ci1ted by the Attorney General
N Qf the United Stctos 88’ Comauntat vttbin thc purvtcn,qu»

S e -?AAccordtng to a reZtabIe source Dukc tll!ugton wua
'_?~Z-~“L czected to the Board of Directors of the ‘Independent citt:cnc
Tl Comnittee of the Arta, Sciences, and Professtons, Incorporgted :

at the annuacl membership meeting of that ergantaation held

ot the Alvin Theater, New York City, on Fedbruary 10, 1940.

-The Indqpendcnt Citizens Comnittee of the Aris, Sciences,. -

“and Profecstons Ras been cited as g Communist front dy the -
- Congressional Comniittee on Un-Amerscan Aotivities in o rcport e
Jtcaued by that _group en. April 39, 1951, and tn othcrl o ]
: _ (100-338892+45 i Pl
e ra. 'Brooklyn Saglc s G Haw Iorgagtty publtcatton, S
on th 53 1947, contafned an ariicle concerning @ dazaar i
* which had opened on Nay 6, 1947, sponsored by the Hnttana}f -
Council of American-Soviet F?!cndchip. According to 'this @~ - <
"article the Baxaar opened with ¢ variety concert ataning Duke -
_E1ltngton gmong others. The National Council of Americone= ;1r~,~*'
Soviet Friendehip has beén cited by the Attorney General of - ..
the United Statet a8 Ceanuntct within the purutow qf S:couttucr}w!

Order. ‘9835- < T (100-146984-1301p17)

. . 4 Ibw !brk City pudlication 'Thc Ieu Leadcr" taauc

. oj’Saptenbar 80, 1950, contained e fcaturc orticlc dy bukc o
" El1tngton captioned "No RBed Sonps For Ke".” 'In a Jorwvard te

.. . .thig article the editors of the afors-mentioned publication’

- "stated that the "Dotly Forker™ ta fts Nay 27, 1950, taaue,' v
-ond egotn $n fssues dated August 25, and Auguat 27, 1850, :
pudblished stories to the effect that Ellington had signed the
Stockholm Peace Petition. The forward continued that when
Ellington returned from a European tour he immediately
repudiated the stories printed by the “Latly Borker", and had
guthored the crticle folloring cs a further repudiagtion..

bﬁ.?ff
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~deen approached dy an fadividual who requestéc that he, -
:iUItngton, 8sign a paper indicating opposition to the atom *
“hombds ~K1llington dented stgning the paper and stated that
. the indtvidual Mhad departed. He continues dy stating that -

" him that the "Daily Yorker” had written o etory about his e
. -having stgned @ Connunist petitien wvhereupon he i{anedigiely

He stated that apparently Ais telegram hadn't had much

_to state that unless hts name was removed fron the so-cclled -
¥Stockholm Petittens™ within 43 hours after pudlication of -
the statement, he, Ellington, would guthorize Ais attorney .
“to degin legal proceedings ogatnat thoae who were “irying to

‘1; defane my name cnd reputation.® In this ariicle Elltngton

" my whole life, and don't pretend to know anything adout -
internattonal affairs. The only Conmuuts- I know te that
of Jesus Chriet., I don't know anyother.” He further stated
-that during the laat war he had helped sell bonds faer the .

.....- purpose of defsating Germany, Japan and. Italy, and ia the .. .=

ever ts thcn dmerica's caCIy-. (100-370500-4)

“pesult of your request for an FB8I ftle check only and §s Rot
frﬂ to be consirued as ¢ clearance or nenclearance of the .
.. tadividual fnvolveds It is being furnished for your . ..
confidential $nformation and is not to be dtsaeltnatcd
outatdc qf your dcpartlcnt. T _

é-o -

S
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" 'when he arrived back fn the United States people degan tclltny

;Iu illtngton’s article he atated that during o stay ¢a .. ... ... . .
-&tockholm, Sweden, $n the course of a Xuropean tour, Ae had

.8ent a vire demandtng that Afs name de removed from the ' ~;-aiz
pctttton and thregtening a legal suit tf this was mnot donc.aaA

qﬁfect and he wos toking this opportunity fan ¥The New Lcadcr"igkff
JSurther stated "I've never been tnterested tn politics ta__jf“;ﬂ j}

‘event of another wmar hc would help sell bonds tn dqfcat nha- DT

”ﬂk’”:f' " The foregotng Snformation ts being Jﬁrntahad as the |

Iy
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¥ashirgton, Dy Ge

Ko mvectigntioh haa been eonducted by the FBI _
mment to your inquiry eoncerning the abovo-nicned L
vidual, . S i } S
fo11oung Towovory  the “‘°?-£§J‘§i§&£°°“£°“‘i““§’é‘ ing
o Y ornetion emee an developed during
the ¢ourse of othar security=t meatigatim! I

“ The May 12, 1938, iscue ths "Dally Worker,® an -
) east coast Cormunist newspaper, ¢ontained an article captl
®arlom Youth Parley Rallies for Jobs, Peace,” This article
1istocd Dulze Ellin~ton anons the prominent endorsers of the
first Allellcrlen Youth Conference which wes to convene on
Moy 13, 1933, in Fow York City,} The All-llarlen Youth
Conforence has been described Re "amony the mare eanspicuous
Comvamist-front groups in the Recial—e-gubelagsificztlon” by
e Californie Cormittoe on Un-Amorican Actlvities in a report

iesued by that gro 19l : nd : A
| by that grow {147, {pozep T3 ¥ e oY
The Miest Coast Volunteer" for Jus and July, 19:1,
2 monthly neus bulletin publighed by the Henry Teton Post of -
e Abrahen Lincoln Bricade et Los Angoles, California, -
reflectod thet the Hollywood tor of the Vetorans of the
Abreham Lincoln Brigade on July 191, cave a barn dance to
ralge funds, The publicetion related that Duke Ellington had
appeared at ths dance with a portion of hls band,) The Veterans
of the Abrehama Lincoln Brigade has been cited by the Attorney
Genogto.% of t-e United States es within the purview of
Pmc - ’ . I B . ) )
sutive Order JDLLSO. (100~7060=9 e
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A eonfidential sowrece who has rtn'niahod nliablo

" tnfoymation in the past #dvised that tho neme of Dukm A
Ellington appeared on & 1liast of the Cormittes of Sponsoras -+

for a dinner given ai Ciro's Restawrant, Hollywood, mmm,
on Fovember 10, 19:1, The dinner was gi
. of the Amrican Comittes to Save Refuzees, the Ixiled

7 \ipiters! Cormittes, and the United AmsricaneSpanish Ald . .-

Comittee,) The Anerican Coziittes to Save Refupees hes beoa

. eited as & Comist front by the Special Cormittee an Une B
-+ Amorican Activities in a report dated Mareh 29, 193 the =~ -
" Exilod Writers?! Cormlttee has deen ddscrived bg tho caliromia

© Corziittee on UneAmerican Activitles in its 1943 report as

Yestablishaed by the Commmist Leasue of Anericen Writers to '

~ bolster the Coarumiat front, Anerican Committse ¢o Save
. Refuceea, Tho Exiled Writera? Committee worked with othor

-’ Comrvinlst fronts in the Spanlsh Cozzmmist refuges ediucationg®

and, the United Amcrican~Spenish Ald Comlttee hes been oited
by tha Attorney General of the lku.t?f 8t?8gf ffs’rithin tha ST
purvieuw of Lxscutive Order 10,50, ) - - o

The 19/.1; report of the Spoelsl camittee o
Un-Anericen Actlvities, House of Representatives, whlch
desoriced the Artists? Pront to Kin the VWar &5 a Coeximist

front, listed Dukes Ellington as a spansor of that organlzetiong

at the tine of its debut at a masg meeting st Ca.megio Eall, g

11: Kew ?‘ork City, -7§823:2%g’ 1"‘%76) - 4 N
" The June 23, 1943, isgue of the "Dany Vorl.er"-

" eontalned an artiole eeptioned "ecro Tribute to Hit Beck at’ e

~ Axis Plot Hare,"™ This article rolzted thet Duke Ellingcton,
othors was to agedar at & program 45 be held on -
‘ Juna ‘Z designa a8 a "Iribute to Negro Servicenon,®
ic atod trat the oran was to be supported by
tha Heoxro sta:' Vietaxry € ttee and the Ba"ionai Yecro
Congressa, among other organizations, Both the afore-mentlionsd
organiszetions have boen elited dby the Attorney General of the

TUnited States as Co:misfé .Aﬁ)thin the purviow’of Em‘outkiveA

R ;

N \.. :

ven under the anspieaa~ .
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L T ane Ogtober T, 1943, 1s3us of the Dally Worker® . - .
" sontalned am ertielo eaptioned Civie leaders Endorse Devise” '

: Aecarding to Shis erticlo Dule #won, among othors, o h
.. was to gppear at tha Golden Gat%m ot Octodbor 25,
. 1643, in & "avia Vistory Show™ %o pay tribute to Benjauin J, .

. Davisy Jre, Commmlst Party esndidate for the Cit Couneil of -

© Rew York, The October 10, 193, issus of the "L Worker,® .
- in sn articls eaptioned "Son Davis Candidacy Arousos Hetlonmel -~ -
. Intorest,® related that Duko Ellington uas among those beoldrmg .. -
.- Benjemin J, Pavis, Jr,, far City Counecll, It is o be noted - .- |
thet Bonjain J, Devis, Jre, Bew York Oity Comoilman, was .-
smong the Fational Board merbers of the Commmist ?ar&y SRERTE S

.. eonvicted in United States Distriot Court gew }'ork, Bew - ...~

" Yark, of violating the Snith Act, (100-148163-a) % " .

. % Information was rocelived from a confidentisl source
w0 has fisnished relisble information in the pest that in
Jenunxy, 19, Duke Ellington hed malled cut gproxinately L
1200 16tters on bohalf of the Hctional Comaittcs to Abolish ™
the Poll Tax snd that the Cazitice had been rocelving money
from the pesple Ellington emtacted, The National Comxliftoce
to Abolish the Poll Tax has beson eitod by the Californie
Comznittee on Un-Amorican Asctivities in their 1947 report as’
Tenong the Commmist-front organizations for racisl ecitetion®

o shieh ‘ﬁlffo mm(fgo:%m; 1}’5&%@5"’"‘" S

S Acoording to & source who has fumisghod rellabls '

" dnfermation in the past, in & "report of tha FHaiional Board" ,
ggonantad by one Hord Si@or at ths Mmmorican Youth for -
mocreey Hetionel Convention, June 13-16, 1916, held In - ™ . |

~ Hew York, New Yorlk, the followlng was prosented, "The lew - .
© gapd iTribute to Fats Wallor! st Carmegle Hall in April, 19k,

sponsored by Amorican Youth for Demderacy, t intoa - .

- $renendous, spontancous demmmstration of gm‘,er-racial mitye
. Among those who jolned with Amoriean Youth for Demoeracy in =
this event were Ellingtone-==and others tod nmuraerous to - °
mention,® Amorican Youth for Demosracy has been eited dy - - . ™

the Attorney Coneral of the United States as Cormunist within
the purview of Exeeutive Ordor 10450e -~ _ .. ST
T (62777042, pali}) - . T 7

L2 .
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On He;; U, 1 3 s 8ccarding %42 a confidential sourcs A
50T whe 'has furnished relisbls information in the past, @ eoncert
=L was held at Camegle Hall, ¥ew York Clty, wnder the smsor- S

"z - ghip of ths Joint Anti-?e.scist Refuges m&ttee. LR
e Ellington wes sald to have volunteered his profesgional ~ '
== 7 services for this eoneert whlch was repcrtegy attended by :ic
st 2,000 psraons, The Joint AntiFascist Refugee Comlttee has
T baon cited by tho Attorney Genorlgx; of the Unitod States as -

| Ccmmmist within t!ﬁog%i -63{ °§3S'1“ Order 1014500 ;

Looe T : m "Dally ¥aorker® of August s 1n en artich
LT cwtioned "Stars Lead Coast Nemoeratie c ttee, reflected
T A thaf; BandmastareComposer Dule Ellington wes g meabor of the -

- 7 Exeeutive Boaré of the Hollywrod Demoerstic Cormittee, The
-+ . Hollywood DPexwcratie Cormittes has been clted by the California -
R C'cwanittoe on Un-Amoriean Activities in a report 3.asuod m ;
_.__192, s B8 & eramiat fronte (100-138751;-4)

S . %he Jowary 2, 1946, fssue of the "Daily Worker"
"“'oontaimd en article eartioned *fusoslav Rellef Opens 196 -
I'rive,” This article staled that tho Anericmm Caittce for
Yusnslav Rellef had opened $ts 1916 aetivities with & Towm
Rall benefit ooncort, which concort wes sponsored by Duks

.7 Ellington among others, Tho American Corrilttoe for Yugoslavy -
L5077 - Relief, Imcorporated has been cited Ly the Attornoy Gonersl - -
. eof the United Stfg:ea as szmiat with.m ths purview cf

SR ‘Exocutive Order 1L50' (100-212169-&) S
S Ee Acecrdi::g to & eonfidential source who haa tmishad
- peliable informotion in the pest Duke Ellingtcn was elected
to the Board of Tirectors of tha Indepondent Citizens
- . Carmittee of the Arts, Soloneos, and Professions, mcmted, :
. 8t the annual membership meeting of that organization held -
at the Alvin Theater, Bew York City, on February 10, 196, -
_The Independent Citizens Committoe of the Arts Soiencoa, and_ .
. .Profesglons hes beooa olted as a Comnlsd front b ythe . -

.Y+ Congressional Camilttes on Un—fimerican Aetivities :ln | repoz't
e BES usaed by that group on April 25, 1951, and in ot.hers.
AL e S (100-338892-!45 p. 8) S

ey
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The "Brooklyn Fagle™, a New York City publication,

_on May 5, 1947, con d an artiocle eoncernins & bazaar
“-which had cﬁ:d on May 4, 1947, oared by the Hational . - . .-
;. Council of ican-Sovlet Friendship, According to this .- ' '.
-~ artiocls the bazasr opened with a varilety concurt starring <. .
- 7 - Duke Ellington among others. The Hational Council of Amoricen- .
4,57 . Soviet Priendship has boen eited the Attorney Goneral of -
i i the United States as Commmist wi the purview of Executive . -

01‘(101‘101;5{1. s e Sae e e e T _u//.@’;l‘fé”«’/%/}élﬂl‘,i}

e AP A Hew York Clty lication ™Mho Few Leader™ issue . .-
‘a. - of Septembder 30, 1950, eont a feature article by Duke . = -
. ¢+ Ellington captioned "Ho Red Songs For Be.® In & forward to - '
“..=7 this article the editors of ths afore-montioned pudblication .- -
.7 stated that the "Dally Worker®™ in 3%s May 27, 1950, 4ssus, .. .
v and agaln in issues dated August 25, and August 27, 1950, - - .-
v 1ished stories to the effect that Ellington had signed the -
. tockholm Peace Petition. The forward eontinued that whea .. = -
" . Ellington returned from & European tour he irmediately : o
repudiatod the storles printed by the *Dailly Worker,®™ and had = -
authored the article following as a further ropudistion. . .
In Ellincton's article he statod that during a stay in -
Stockholm, Sweden, in the course of a Buropcan tour, hs hsd
been approached by an individual who requested that he,
Ellington, slcn & pspor indicating opposition to the etom
~ bombe Blling denied signing the papor and stated that .. .. ...
~ the individual had de o Ho continues by stating that
. when he arrived back the United States poople began telling
him that the "Daily Worker" had written a story about his -
_ having signad a Cazmunist petition whereupon he irmcdiately
. . .8ent & vire demanding that his nams be removed from the L
C ggtition and threatoning & legal suit 1f this was not done, -
o 5 atated that apparently his telogram hadn't hed much .
~ effect and he was taking this opportunity Sn "The New lLesder® - .
.- to stats that unless his narmo was removed from the so-called
- ®Stockholm Petitions™ within 48 hours sfter publication of -
- .the statement, he, Ellington, would snthorize hia attornsy
- . to bogin legal proceedings against those who wers ® to ..
e defeme my namo and reputation.® In this artlele Ellington = -
<«  furthor stated "I've nover beon interestod in politics in - - -
- =my vhole life, and dontt tond to mow W about
. internmatlonal affairs, only $Communism' I know 1s that -

3 .
nA .o
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oo ... of Jesus Christ, I don't know any othsr." He furthor stated
v .7 that during the last war bo had helped sell bonds for the . -

ss of defeating s & and Italy, and in the -

"'*-:-2333%« another war be dho sell donds todoreatwbo-

B ever 3.: than Amarica't onew. (62-60527-3351;9)

rrrrrr

LT e rmgoin.g infornetion 1s furnlshed to rou a8

4-,: roault of your request for an FBI file check and is not
to be construed as a clearsnce or & nonclearance of the m-
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- - dividual involved, This Information is furnished for yowr R
IR m lnd ahould not be dhaeminatod outzido aof ’oux- agency. S
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE - v
OF THE .
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
American Embassy
' Paris 8, France
Date: March 21, 1961
A To:  Director, FBI : \\/n
@\\: From:  Legat, Paris (100-0-115l) .
i . 6 v
Subject: EDWARD KENKEDY ELLINGTON
. SM - C
bl

: As indicated in Paris routing slip dated 1/6/61,
data contained in relet was i d

ormation on l/ 6/61 (ﬁd(‘bﬂ

on 3/10/61 advised that
‘the subject stayed at the Hotel de la Trémoille, 1l rue de
la Trémoille, Paris 8, 11/21/40 - 1/7/61. He was in France
to direct the orchestration of the film "Paris Blues", which
was- being made at the motion picture studios locasted in
Boulogne-~sur-Seine, France, for the Jason Monica Corp. and

i
\g Associated Artists, 25.rus d'Astorg, Paris 8, ; f&ebdid not
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. -ALT FNIGRKATION CONTATHED
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'bject.- wnzp rxnmr (DUKA) mrnf@'rul |
0 .
SR i’llingtou kas never ‘been tnveatigatad by ‘this Fureau;
however, the ftles of tMa aureuu contaiu the follmoing tnfar-
o natiioa/:/ : e '.W.,-_, o R -
~ 8 /ﬂu publ ttaag o Bto'g’mphy," ia 1941 coa-'
,‘,5:» > . tained o blograp hy~£3‘ Elrtn am toJa reflected Izc’%ua born om - .~
« &% Adpril 29, 1899, in foqbisgton, JC‘.,, and that Aipud one *on, , ':
. & 5% Merger Ellingtop, - A JE ttending“‘the JuilI fagd’ School of ¢
o228 Music in Iev Iork, ’5? Io k."‘*“ : ’ SEAPE N ,\:\ L ,
4 /N - ‘On l}ag 12, 3338‘1«‘& “"'Du’tlv Yorkgr, anaaat coast ”
20 /aﬁ T conmuntst newspaper, cantatne an articlc‘\‘capﬂ‘on i ?Harlem J’outh
= 9. Pcrlcy Rallies-for: Jobo,—}’cacc.--—-ﬁu article reflécted that the.

ftrat‘ A1¥ Horlem Youth Conference would econvene Ah Moy 13, 1938. .
- Duke Ellington m} ‘listed as one of the prontnent endorgers of .
]

~ T "the comferences ‘connection with the 411 Harlem Youih Con=~
fcrenoe, the 1548 Report of the California Commitiee on T

;‘;ﬂ:‘;;‘s Un~American Aotiyitiea reflected: "Nothiag more plataly ~ [ .-
Boadmaa — Teveals the fraud ead dishonesty of the Communiststran the -
Belmont Vo,
Mason B¢ COURIER 84O
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‘atntster stirring of antagonisms of ome ractal group against
another..ces 4dmong the more conspicuous Coamunist-front groups
fn the Racial...sudclassification...(1s) 411 Harlem Youth

Conference.” () psez-coxs) -~ =

: The June-July, 1941, tssue of the "Fest Coast
Yolunteer,” c publiecation of the Henry Katon Post of the
Abrahan Lincoln Brigade, Los Angeles, California, reflected
that on July 26, 1941, the Hollywood Chapter of the Veterans
of the Abrahox Lincoln Brigade had given @ darn donce to rcise
Sunds. The article reflected that Duke Elltngton had appeared
at the dance. The Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Bricade has
been designated by—the A4toTREy CEneral pursuant to Krecutive
Order. 10450.  (100-7060-97 page ¢) T o

On XNovember 10, 1941, a dinner was given at Ciro's
Restaurant, Hollywood, . Colfiforniac, under the cuspices of the
drerican Comnittee to Save Refugees, the Eriled Fritera
Comnittee, agnd the United American Spenish Aid Committee.

The program for the dinner listed one Duke Ellington as deing
on the Committee of Sponsors f>r the dinner. The American
Comnittee to Scve Refucees was cited as a communist front by
the Special Committiee on Un-American Activities in a report
dated March 29, 1944. The Colifornia Committee on Un-American
Activities $n 1948 descridbed the Extled Friters Commitiece as
an organization established by the communist League of American
¥riters to boleter the communist front, the American Cornittee
. to Save Refugeea. The Exiled Sriters Coamittee was further
reporied as having worked with other communist fronts and in
1942 merged tnto the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee. The
Untted American Spanish Aid Commitiee has been designated dy—
.the—-Atiorney -G @2 pursuant to Erecutive Order 10450,
(100-7061-115) LR o
-7 . The report of the Special Coamittze on Un-Anerican
~Acttvittes, United States Lcuse of Representatives, published
In 1944, reflected that the Artists' Front to ¥in the War
made ¥ts dedut at a mass meeting at Cornegte Hall, Xew York,
dew York, on October 16, 1942, Kxhidbit Number 1, set out tn the
report, which appears to be o program of the gbove-descridbed
Rass meeting, reflected Duke Ellington as one of the sponsors.
The Artists’ Front to Tin the War was cited as a comnunist froat
by the Special Comnittee on Un-American Actirvities in a report

dated March 29, 1944. (5;.7582-1298 page 576)
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' On Junc 23, 1943, tkc "Duny rorter" contatned an
crttcle capttoned "Negre Tribute to Hit Back at Azta Plot Here”
which reflected that a "I'ribute to Icgro Servicemen” was to be
held on June 27, 1943, $n XNew York, New York. The article
reflected Duke Eilfagton was one of the artists who would be
presented. The tribute was supported dy the ¥egro Labdor Victory
Comnititee and the Nationol FNegro Congress among other orgent=

- .zattons. The Negro Labor Victory Committee and the National .

Hegro Congress have been designated dy-the—Attorney Genersl . - -
pursuant to Srecutive Order 10450. (61-6728-4) S

: On Octoder z, 1943, the "Datly Worker” contatued
an article captioned "Civié Leaders Endorse Dovis.™ The

article concerned Benjamin J. Davis, Jr., the Communist Party |
candidate for city councilran tn New York Ctty. The artticle

reflected ¢ "Davis Victory Shom™ waas to de held on Octoder 24, |
1943, at the Colden Gate Bullrooa $n New York, New York. |
Duke Ellington was mentioned as one of the artists "who will S
pcy tribute to the Coamunist leader. On Octoder 10, 1543, l
AThe ¥orker,” the Sunday edition of the "Doitly Yorker,” con-

tained an arttcle captioned "Ben Davis Candtdacy Arouses Not'l
Interest.” The article reflected: "From the mrld of art

this week came backing from...Duke Ellingtoneees™ (100.149163-4)

. A confidenticl informant who has furniahed reliabdle
information in the past, advised in 1944, that Duke Elltagton
had mailed out apprortmately 1500 letters on behalf of the
Notional Committee to Abolish the Poll Yar and that the
comnittee had been receitving momey from the people ke had
contacted. The Cilifornta Cormittee on Un-Amerfcan Activities
in 1947 desoridbed the National Committee to Abolish the Poll
Tar as being amaong the comrunist froat orgonizations for racial

agitation whtch also ser oney-collecﬁng nedia. ® b'—’- b
(100-11507-204; : 71
At the national convention of the Awe rican Youth Sor

Democracy held ta New York, New York, in 1948, the report of
the Nattonol Board wos presented om June 15, 1946, The report,
in reviewing activities of the American I’outh Jor Democracy,
reflected that the "Tribute to Fats Waller” held at Carnegie
Ball, New York, ¥ew York, in April, 1544, had been cponaored
by the American JYouth for Democrocy. The report stated that
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the meeting had turaed tato e "tremendous, spontaneous demonstrg-
tion of inter-ractal unity.™ The report further reflected that
Duke Ellington wos among those individucls wio fotned with the
American Youth for Democracy in this event. TAe American Youth

~ Jor Democracy has been deafgnated by-treAttorneyGeneral

- pursuant to Executive Order 10450. (61-777-742-page 41)

J

: - A conpidenttal tnformant who Aas furnished relicdle
tnfornation tn the pocst,advised $n 1944 that on May 14, 1944,
a concert wcs Aeld at Carnegie Bell tn New York, New York, under
the sponsorship of the Joint Anti{-Fascist Refugee Comnittee.
The informant advised thet Duke Kllington was aaong the persons
whe volunteered their professioncl services for the concert,
The Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee hos deen designated
by _theAtinrney—Genmeral pursuant to Srecutive Crder 10450,
(100-7061-631) 3 ’

On August 7, 1944, the "Datly Worker™ contotned an
article captioned “Stars Lead Cocast Dem. Committee, ™ which
reflected that bdandmaster-composer Duke Ellington wos a membder
of the executive board of the Hollywsod Democrotic Committec.
The report of the California Committiece on Un-American Activities
tn 1948 descrided the EBollywood Democratic Commitiece as ¢
eomnuniat front organized in 1942. (100-138754-4)

- On January 2, 1946, the "Datly WNorker™ contdiined an
article captioned "Yugoalav Relief Opens 1546 Drive.” The
article reflected that the American Commitiee for Yugoslav
‘Relief opened $it3 1946 activities with a concert the preceding
" eventng in New York, New York. Duke Ellington was 1listed as
one of the sponsors of the concert. The Amertcan Committee
Jor Yugoslav Relief, Incorporated, has been designated by—the '
Attorney Ceneral pursuant to Erecutfve Order 10450. (100-212469-4)

e - .. On March 11, 1946, the "Washington Daily News"
contained an article captioned "Politictons Bye Ickes New
Role of Prophet for 10 Million Yoters.™ The article reflected
Jormer Secretary of the Interior Harold L. Ickes Rad dbecome
erscutive chatrman of the Independent Citizens Comanftiee of the
Arts, Sciences, and Frofessions. The article reflected Fgome
notable Negro artists and authors are on his comaittee’s
natton__ doard of directors or are vice-chalraen. 4Among ithenm
are Duke Elltngton, band lecder,....” The Independent Citizens
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Committee of the Arts, Sciencés, and Professions wos cited as
o coamurist front by the Congressional Committee on Un-American
dctivities, i/ouse Report KNumder 1954, (100-338892-41)

. On May 5, 1947, the "Brooklyn Eagle,® @ daily news-
paper published in Brooklyn, New York, reflected that a bazaar

sponsored ly the Kctional Council of smerican-Saviet Friendship

had opened with a variety concert on May 4, 1947, at City
Center Casino Ballroom, New York, New York. The article
reflected that Duke Ellington was one of the persons starring
in the concert. The Kational Council of American-Soviet
Friendship haas been desianated by tae-Aitorney. Generel
pursuant to izecutive order 10450. (100-146964-1301 page 17)

Ur. September 30, 1459, "The Wew Lecder,” a weekly
magczine, contained an article captioned "No Red Songs For He"
by Duke Ellington. A foreword by the editors indicated that
the "Daily #Worker,” on May 2%, 1950, had first repor ted that
Ellington had signed ihe. Stockholm Peace Petittion and that on
August 25 and 27, 1950, cdditionel stories had been published
repeating the sane felse cleim. It was clso stated thot -
£llington, upon his return from o Luropean tour, had repudiated.
the allegations. In the article, #l1lington denied signing the .
petition and told of his effarts to get his name removed. The
Stockholr Peace Petition was "Cited es [ommunist” by the
Congressional Comnittee on lin-4mericaen Activities in o statement
issued July 13, 13950. (100-370500-4)

The foregoing information is furnished as o result
of wour reguest and is not to be construed as a clecrcnce or
nonclearance of the individucl involved. It is furnishe? Ffor
your confidential information and is not to be disseminated
outside of your agenc(g._éggu
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“ ' indicate that|Ellington has had some affiliation with numerous :

- .. eommunist front groupa such as the All-Harlem Youth conferencc,;uifiﬁ

>
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%5 2 Jor the informétion of the Legal Attache, subject was
" never the aubE:?t of 8 main éase file, However, Bureau files .&°
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© 8AC, NEW YORK, AND LEGAL ATTACHE, PARIS

v -

» "~ the Hollywood Chapter of the Veter ns of the Abrsham Lincoln .~ i .
" Brigade, the American Committee to Ssve Refugees the Artistst - .

. % Pront to Win the War and the National Committee to Abolish the = .

<
. K

.".-poll Tax, Furthermore, Ellington reportedly volunteered his =7« '

professional serviges for a concert held in 1944 in Carnegis Hall,' .
° New York, sponsored by the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee, - -
1" He appeared at another concert in 1947 sponsored by the National ;
" Council of American-Sovist Priendship, He also, sccording to ..
- an srticle in the October 10, 1943, iseue of "The Worker, - . . ‘

r. N
P4

- gponsored the candidacy of Benjamin J. Davis, Jr., COmmunist'f- '_
Party candidate for city counci 4n New York, - Ellington was ..
born 4/29/99 at Washington, D. C. .

* NOTE ON_YELLOW: Subject not on SI.' Hé 1s well-known Negro . =
musician who is presently traveling abroad, according to -

. information received by Bureau from State Department in

"\ memorandum received 12/21/60. AN st _—



“THE SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON 23, D. C. .
, DEPARTMENT OF STATE
S R ' WASHINGTON

Al

November 21, 1960

FEI Liaison: 'Eogsd

Re: Edward Kennedy Ellington K/a Duke
: Born: April 29, 1899 Ellington
Place: Washington, D. C.
Residence: 1619 Broadway
New York, New York
Bureau File Number: Unknown

Passport Number: 1204297 issued September 2L,
) 1958 at New York; renewed
November 15, 1960 at N. Y.

Attorney: None

Travel Plans:

Port of Departure: New York
Date of Departure: November 19, 1960
Means of Transportation: Unknoun ~
Proposed Length of Stay: Two months | FOI/FA #_;_8\& 7, 2724
o APPEAL ‘»',‘*' s e
Countries to be Visited: France CIVILACT, #_ . :
. E.0. % o —
Purpose of Trip: Business DATE_7/2%/%6 1% “IAM

Bef—ta L&
PASSPORT OFFICE _

PT/L - Robert D. Johnson
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‘ ' ACTION
THE FIRST/INTERNATIONAL JAZZ e

[

S FESTIVAL, WASHINGTON, D. C.. . f
oitic it Reasdb-FCIN 11, Y > : ,:pg P I
DECLASSIFY ON- 2 — Date/oXReview SN2 X g2 : ‘ ?/’ﬁ 3/ X3
/—‘?'¢¢’?&-30?8 Enclosed circular is one of a number receivedf?r.éxgx—%g' Depdr! ;mlof /@g\&

Justice Recreation Assgciation for possible distribution among our employees. " \
The circular announces sponsorship of captioned festival by the President's Committee S

“
-

' of the People to People Pr_pgram listing Gunther: Schuller as Musical Director and . S
| Duk?(Ellington as Musigal Host, . | N

o ‘Bureau indices are negative as to @ However, Bufile. ‘-.

: contains the nam as an ex-crew member of "Graf . \
. Spee, " married to years of age, Paraguayan citizen. \\

- Letter 3-12-46 from Legat, Montevideo, Uruguay, placed#name among %

23 24 individuals, all former crew members of the "Graf Spee” or "Tacoma' who were
not repatriated to Germany on 2-16-46, Letter also advised the State Department's
secret instruction dated 12-18-48 specified that case histories be prepared concerning

individuals 'suggésted for rep: -iation, K U T

FILED

]
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w

:_§Con rning Duke Ellington, B eb100-434443 contains a Bureau N
. communication tH?t this individual as Edward Kennedy
¢ Ellington had never beeftinvestigated by th au but the following substance of the
information was furnished-fsmeBufite. Ellington has had some affiliation with
numerous communist front groups such as the All-Harlem Youth Conference, the
Hollywood Chapter of the Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade, the American
Committee to Save Refugees, the Artists' Front to Win the War and the National ) ;
Committee to Abolish the Poll Tax. Furthermore, Ellington reportedly volunteered his -
{ professional services for a concert held in 1944 in Carnegie Hall, New York, i
sponsored by the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee. He appeared at another
concert in 1947 sponsored by the National Council of American-Soviet Friend ship.
He also, accordipg.fg.an article in the October 10; 1943, issue of !"The Worker, " ‘
EEan-d—havis - Jr.,” Communist candidate for
Ellingtgn was born 4/29/99 at Washington, D. C.
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Memorandum to ] Zﬁ’ / QJ
RE: FIRST INTERNATIO JAZZ FESTIVAL

RECOMMENDA TION:

o ~ Since the enclosed circular will no doubt be available through

= iublic news media and in view ofm b?C_
s and-.of . ngion, S recommended these 1lyers

a4 - |not be distributed, T : -
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NAME CHECK
i .
S e Yisy 22, 1964 I

- "DURE ELLINGTON  SEE REVERer cre -
s 9 U 400 Central Pk West SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR

. . ¢ RewYork Clity ADD. DISSEMINATION, .

L B ’ o el T o ‘.'l/"'-7 s It AR O .
%a' ' ~ No investigation perfﬁnent to iour inquiry has been

~ conducted by the FBI concerning the capt oned individual, -

However, the files of this Bureau reveal the following
{nformation which may relate to the subject of your name
check request, . . v e

. On May 12, 1938, the "Daily Worker," an east coast
communist newspager, contained an article captioned "Larlem
Youth Parley Rallies for Jobs, Peace. " The article reflected
that the first All Harlem Youth Conference would convene on
May 13, 1938. Duke“Ellington was listed as one of the Yrominent
endorsers o< the conference. In connection with the Al
Harlem Youth Conference, the 1948 Report of the California
Committee on Un-imerican Activities reflected: "hothing .
more plainly revesls the fraud and dishonesty of the Communists
than the sinister stirring of antagonisms of one racial group
against snother..... Amon% the more conspicuous Communist~_
front groups in the Racial...subclassification...(is) All
Harlem Youth Conference." e .

-7563-69X6 ' o '
(61 3 %ﬁe)June-July, 1941, issue of the "West Coast
Yolunteer.” a publication of the llenry Eaton Post of the
Abraham Lincoln Srigade, Los Angeles, California, reflected -
that on July 26, 1941, the Hollzwood Chapter of the Veterans
6‘3 funds. TQégarticle reflected that Duke Cllington had appeared
<\ at the dancé. The Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade has ~
vl been designated pursuant t? Executive Order 10450, -
100-7060-97 page 4) g O T o
§§,( o ,onm§o§embérﬁlo;ni941.fa dinner was given at Ciro's //L//

-t

Y

TAINED

M

?{%estaurin&}fﬂbllywood,uCaljfornla, under the auspices of the
“\\merican Committeé to Save Refugees, the Exile Writers .~
Committee, and the United American $panish Aid Committee, -
The program for the dinner listed one Duke Ellingron as_being
- BT - 4 4 4Y 53
original & 1 SECRET SERVICE- ~ JO U 7 L Tlel 77

{ IS UNCLASSIFIED
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& Request Received-5/21/64 .-
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R nd 9§4 D
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Duke Ellington

on the Committee of Sponsors for the dinner. The American

- Committee to Save Refugees vas cited as a communist front by
the Speciel Cormittee on Un-American Activities in a report -~ -
dated March 29, 1944, The (alifornia Committee on Un-American
Activities in 1948 described the Exiled Writers Committee as .
“an organization established by the communjst League of American
Writers to bolster the communist front, the American Committee
to Save Refugees. The Exiled Writers Committee was further
reported as having worked with other communist fronts and in
1942 merged into the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee. The
United American Spanish Aid Committee has been designated
pursuant to Executive Order 10450, '

-7061-115 | '
(100 *ge report of the Special Committee on Un-American
Activities, United States House of Representatives, published
in 1944, reflected that the Artists' Froat to Win the War
made fts debut at a mass meeting at Carnegie Hall, New York,

New York, oa October 16, 1942, Exhibit Number 1, set out in the

report, which appears to be a grogram of the above~described
mass meeting, reflected Duke Fllington as one of the sponsors.
The Artists' Front to Win the War was cited as a commuinist front
by the Special Committee on Un-American Activities in a report
dated March 29, 1944. :

(61-7582-1298 pa 76
¢ : 8n»J§n e2§, 1943, the "Daily Worker® contained an
article captioned “-egro Tribute to Hit Back at Axis Plot Here*
which reflected that a "Tribute to Negro Servicemen" was to be
held on June 27, 1943, in New York, riew York. The article
reflected Duke ﬁllington was one of the artists who would be
Szesented. The tribute was supported by the Negro Labor Victory

mmittee and the National Negro Congress among other organi-
zations, The Negro Labor Victory Committee and the National
ggﬁro ggzggess have been designated pursuant to Executive

er B _

61-6728-A) : e . S
( én October 7, 1943, the *Daily Worker" contained
an article captioned »¢ivic Leaders Endorse Davis.” The
article concerned Benjamin J, Davis, Jr., the Communist Party
candidate for city councilman in Mew York City. The article
reflected a "Davis Victory Show® was to be held on October 24,
1943, at the Golden Gate Ballroom in New York, !ew York,
Duke Ellington was mentioned as one of the artists "who will
eai tribute to the Communist leader.® On October 10, 1943,
The Worker,” the Sunday edition of the "Daily Worker," con-
tained an article captioned "Ben Davis Candidscy Arouses i.at'l.
Interest.” The article reflected: *From the world of art
this week came backing from,..Duke Lllington..."

(100-149163-A)
-2 -
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Duke Ellington

. A confidential informant who has furnished reliable
information in the past, advised in 1944, that Duke Ellington
., had mailed out approximately 1500 letters on behalf of the
- National Committee to Abolish the Poll Tax ard that the
committee had been receivin&ononey from the people he had
contacted. The California Coxmittee on Un-American Activities

- 1n 1947 described the National Committee to Abolish the Poll

. Tax as being among the communist front organizations for racial
agitation whic ' money-collecting nedia.‘éz /a’ZA‘
(00-11507-204; ' S v

, At the na . ntion of the American Youth for
Democracy held in New York, Mew York, in 1946, the report of
the National Board was presented on June 15, f946. "The report,
in reviewing activities of the American Youth for Democracy,
reflected that the "Tribute to Fats Waller" held at Carnegie
Hall, New York, New York, in April, 1944, had been sponsored
bﬁ the American Youth for Democracy. The report stated that
the meeting had turned into a "tremendous, spontaneous demonstrae-
tion 6f inter-racial unity.® The report further reflected that
Duke Ellington was smony those fndividuals who joined with the
American Youth for Democracy in this event, The American Youth

for Democracy has been designated pursuant to Lxecutive Order 1045

(61-777-742-page 41) v

o B A confidential informant who has furnished reliable
information in the past, advised in 1944 that on May 14, 1944

a concert was held at Carnegie Hall in New York, New York, under

the sponsorship of the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee.

The informant advised that Duke Ellington was among the persons

who volunteered their professional services for the concert,

The Joint Auti-Fascist Refugee Committee has been designated

pursuant to Ixecutive Order 10450. - -
(100-7061-631)

On August 7, 1944, the "Daily Worker® contained an
article captioned "Stars Lead Coast Dem. Committee,® which
reflected that bandmaster-composer Duke Ellington was a member
of the executive board of the Hollywood Democratic Committee,
~a_The.regort~of~the California Committee on Un-American Activities -

in 1948 described the Holliwood Democratic Committee as a
- communigt froat organized in 1942 o
(100-138754-A) = o ‘ |
: On Januar¥ 2, 1946, the "Dajly Worker® contained an
article captioned "Yugoslav Relief Opens 1946 Drive.® The
article reflected that the American ittee for Yugoslay
Relief opened its 1946 activities with a concert the preceding
evening in Mew York, MNew York, Duke Ellington was listed as
one of the sponsors of the concert, The American Committee
for Yugoslav Relief, Incorporated, has becn designated
pursuant to Executive Order 10450,
(100-212169-~A) 3



Duke Ellington

On March 11, 1946, the "Washington Daily Mews™
contained an article captioned *Foliticians Eye Ickes New
Role of Prophet for 10 Million Voters," The article reflected
forrer Secretary of the Interior Harold L. Ickes had become -
executive chairman of the Independent Citizens Committee of the
Arts, Sciences, and Professions, The article reflected "some
notable Negro artists and authors are on his committee's
‘nation__ board of directors or are vice-chairmen,m_Among thea .
are Duke Ellington, band leader,...." The Independent Citizens
Committee of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions was cited as
8 communist front by the Congressional Committee on Un-imerican
Activities, House Report Number 1954, - c '
(100-338892-41) - - o o
BT On May 5, 1947, the fBrooklyn Ea§1e,‘ a daily news-
paper published in Brookiyn,lﬁev York, reflected that = Pazaar
sponsored by the National Council of American-Soviet Friendship .
had opened with a8 variety concert on May 4, 1947, at City
Center Casino Ballroom, Rew York, Mew York. The article
refiected that Duke Eliington was one of the persons starring
in the concert. The National Council of American-Soviet :
Friendship has been designated pursuant to Executive Order 10450.
(100-146964-1301 pa | \
On geptgmggrlgo, 1950, "The Leader,® a weekly
_magaziue, contained an article coptioned "ho Red Songs For Me"
b{ buke éllington. A foreword bz the editors indicated that
the "Daily Worker,® on May 27, 1950, had first reported that
Ellington had signed the tockholm Peace Petition andl that on
‘August 25 and 27, 1950, additional stories had been published
regeating the same false claim, It was also stated that '
Ellington, upon his return from a European tour, had re udiated
the allegations. In the article, Ellington denied signing the
etition and told of his efforts to get his name removed. The
,tockholm Peace Petition was *"Cited as Comminist" by the .
Congressional Committee on Un-American Activities in a statement
fesued July 13, 1950,
(100-370500-A)



February 19, 133

BY LIAISON

Mz, Mildred Ztegall
The Viite House

Weoldngton, D. C.

Dezr Mrs. oStegall:

. =

to 2 numiber ¢of

-

e
.

Set forth herein if ¢hin relntiag
enteriainers whicih may be of Literest to you.

The central files of the FBI reveal no pertinzii
rning the Marlboro Verniont Crcheoins
The fingergrint &1:2 =

.
oS

o<

Avsaman b I

of tI.2ICehta1cation DivisiGh Ci N8 £ Lt CONeE: NO arrest dofs ide ti-

fiable with CLSSU upon Background informmation availzllv., -
- -

i KAttached are scparate memoranda rezarding the Robare
Jofirey Ballet Company, Mitch Miller Men's Chorus and the followinz
individuals: A

N CONTAINED
SSIFIED
BYsozmed2

MATIO

ALL INFOR
HERE]

A copy of this communication has not besn st to £is
5. .. . . Attcrasy Geaeral. ~This letter of transmittal may be declassified Vi
/J/ 5 the exclosures bearing a classification are removed. // l
L S v 7
T - R " Sinceraly yours, |7
Sulvered to3iirad S#:"L; 7~ o y J Q:X 01 1z : 2

Cﬂ —_—— 4‘125——-‘:6111 .

. %

P

agh t(se:nt direcjt_)‘ - Enclosures L3 ‘;oﬁBCORDED
‘r-xﬂ‘ﬁlrect) - Zrclosures o 178 FEB 20 1958

_ TOi«7‘i‘§lET _boc
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February 19, 1968

ELLINGTON S ¢t 427 /7717§1/

A summary memorandum containing information
from our files regarding/captioned individual was furnished to the
White Bouse on May 26,/ 1965,

Since that time, information has been received that
bandleader Duke Ellington would appear with James Forman, Student ,
Non-Violent Coordinating Committee, on a program sponeored by the -
United Ministers on the Texas Southern University campus in October,

1966. Forman was to speak on the theme, "Black Power: A New
Religion?" .

The fingerprint files of the Identification Division of
_the FBI contain no arrest data fdentifiable with Duke Ellington based =
upon background information submitted in connection with this name
check request. e e ) o

D
L INFORMAT\ON CONTAINE
Q‘ERE\N IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE__%% Y,_____[_e» ‘;y»_
NOTE: Per request of Mrs. Mildred Stegall, White House Btaf
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’ MAILER
DEC 311860

HAME GHECK

" December 31, 1069 -

@ I KD¥ARD KENNEDY Qmmm | /ng/
. ' v Also Kknown As: ‘D " . S .
o Born: April 26, 1869 S o7

'thington, Do c.»

o In response to your nané check request; reref to a
summary memorandum captioned "Duke Ellington," dated May 22, -
1964, and sent to State (CU/CP) on ¥arch 20, 1966. (100-434443~3)

Since that time, information has been received that
bandleader Duke Ellington would appear with James Forman,
Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee, on a program
sponsored by the United Ministers on the Texas Southern University
campus in October, 18G6. Forman was to speak on the theme,
_"Black Power: A Nev Religion?" = (100-434443-4)

Original and 1 ~ STATE (CP)
Request Received -~ December 11, 1969

o . n F 56‘35 :
AL INFORMATION CONTAINED™C35 S Ly s
A 1S UNCLASSIFIED, 96y, - o] 29772+ 2

Bosy BYZIELIEL B |
DATE'_775}7%B" omaeldd s

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI, and is

loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency., This reply is result of check

of FBI investigative files. To check arrest records, request must be submitted to FBi,Idenzification Division.
ingerprints are necessary for positive check.
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July 8, 1970 -
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BY LIAISON KNI
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Honorable Alexander P. Butterfield

Nes
\
wYe /=
N4 .
/3 F
-

’ | Deputy Assistant to the President - - N %
The White House ' ; ~
Washington, D. C. 'l_\'LEIR INFORMATIOH COMTAINED 2R
‘R R “t : [
Dear Mr. Butterfield: EREIN |S UNCLASSIFIED eI
DATE B g £
Reference is made to your name chedk request SRS
concerning Edward Kennedy (Duke) Ellington and some other . &
individuals. ,
Enclosed are separate memoranda concerning ! }
a the following individuals: 28
-t ('5 e O R . — . . e e e e e i . < N
285X\ Eduard Kennedy (Duke) Ellington Lonk %
°x - : 7&8 q
e g &
A i e
2 2 | | &
E? . This letter of transmittal may be declassified = |
<< ) 1’when it is removed from the enclosure bearing a classification. - *
AR e z Z
(AR © T Sincergly yours, S oo~ /2 .}/"/%" é
M S TR L L 14 - |
o ‘ﬁ‘vd“ C v
_ P 24/@{’ S Eﬂ" 15 .
: ki, o /13wl
e 5 ,.
Enc?& M) : - -
=4 1n ———— - § . Mr. DeLoach - Enclosures (sent direct) ,
Celooch /
S Wolters ——— 1 - Mr. Gale - Enclosures (sent direct)
h'Bishop P W
;fo;'an —
e —
Gele e

FoEen e
Sullivan e R
Tavel e . .

Sz \‘/ Y i
R (IBL 271970

malL pocul_] TELETYPE UNxTC'BJ
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Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion.

Deleted under exemption(s) with no segregable
material available for release to you.

Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred to that
agency(ies) for review and direct response to you.

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as
to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies).
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! Fe:
= ke N ‘ "-/ ’ Sullx
| | Mohr _

/
Bishop % 4 7~
Brennan, g'.DE !
Callahan .
Casper ‘
Conrad
Dalbey
: Gale
Ponder ___________
Rosen ____
' j//’ ’ . Tavel
: p Walters
: - Soyars ____
J Tele. Room
. Holmes

{??‘ Gandy

UPI-101 | t

(DUKE ELLINGROM) : ,
WASH INGT ON -:QHKZEELLIEQIQK AND HIS ORCHESTRA WILL LEAVE NEW YORK
SEPT. 10 FOR A FIVE WEEK CONCERT TOUR OF THE SOV IET UNION, THE STATE
_ DEPARTHENT ANNOUNCED TODAY. . o
THE TOUR, DURING WHICH THE MUSICIAN WILL CONDUCT 20 CONCERTS, IS
THE FIRST ONE EVER MADE BY ELLINGTON TO THE SOVIET UNION.
ThE CONCERT TOUR WILL BEGIN IN LENNINGRAD ON SEPT. 12 WITH A
PERFORMANCE IN THE OCTYASR THEATER. ELLINGTON WILL ALSO PERFORM IN

MINSK, KIEV "AND ROSTOV, AND CONCLUDE THE TOUR WITH CONCERTS IN
MOSCOW OCT, S~-12. '

[ 9~21-=-NU217PED !
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