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JAMES RIDDLEOHOFI-‘A, MISCELLANEOUS -~ INFORMATION CONCERNING.,

j ACCOUNTING AND FRAUD SECTION, 00.. DETROIT. RE SAN FRANCISCO

TEL TO BUREAU, AUGUST TWENTYTWO, LAST.
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MOVIE PERSONALITY; EVENING AUGUST SIXTEEN, LAST, EROM SAN JRAN jbg /g
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DURANTE STATED HE HAD JUST BEES ADVISED BY HOFFA THE TEAMSTER
e
~GROUP, CINCINNATI, NEEDED GOOD PUBLICITY MAN. DURANTE ASKED
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Hoilywood Has
Kind Words for

Slain Gangster

. By FLORABEL MUIR

HOLLYWOOD, June 23 (NY:
News)~—1t was & cocktail partyfi
given by the Eddié\Cantory, and:
a goodly slice- of Hollywood was,
there. /The talk was mostly of;
Bugsy Siegel. gangland princeling;
who was assassinated Friday nighﬁ,‘
fnr stepping on the toes of some
other underworld royalist. '

- And most of the words spoken;
were kind, for Bugsy was a story;
beok hoodlum to the romantically
emotional adults who populate
this community. : s

|

Fascinated Women

For women especially, he had &
strange fascination. _
. Cantor, who was thirowing the
party for Dave\Rose at the Bev-
erly Hills club,’ said, “you- know,
1 liked that guy. He was very gen-
erous. Once when I was raising
money in a charity drive at Las
Vegas he came across with a sum
that surprised me. He didn't do it
for “publicity, either,. becauise no
* one knew how much he gave us.”
. Mannie NPrank and songstress
Vlvian,\ Blaine, his wife, con-
" fessed” “having: been wary of
Bugsy. ..
“He was a pleasant fellow, al-
ways ready for laughs and a
gzeal host, but I ‘ney ant
to iness with him,” -
ple sald. | Laeers TisioesRd
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Blonde Marilyt{Maxwell chimed
in, “He was :dlvays such a
gentleman.”: / R
Actor BobMitchum, too, felt &
biﬁ awed. “I'guess he asked for
it,“é:e remarked. - :
: e _was a good Joe,”
Sonny \Tufts. g o mﬁlz
Heimut Dantine, movie hard
guy, said, W~enlg.gaw him around.
& few times, but I never thought
he was the kind of a gangster
they’d shoot. He never seemed!
to be menacing anybody.” )

Durante-Liked ' Him

Comel\Wilde admitted liking’
. t00, “but I wouldn't havet
wanted my wife (Patricia
ight) to meet him,” He added.:
y ante was fond off
B\}‘glsy]wit notres;ervat.ions.
always got along swell with!
Ben,” he :aid. ¢ : th.

‘ Race Wire Service /1
Linked to Mur‘der.;*-

.. LOS ANGELES, .June- 23 (NY5 —— -
News)—The. combined forces o
‘law and order of Los Angeles and
Beverly Hills today took up for ind -
vestigation the-possibility that'
Benny (Bugsy) Siegel paid with,
bis Tife for his consuming interest:
ir. -his racing !f,ire service. - ;

ey saw in the competitio
between Bugsy’s race wire buslllg'
ness and that of the rival circuit:
oberated by Chicago. interests &'
situation in which Bugsy’s refusal’
to consider a merger or a sell.out
might have brought about the de:

sion to put him out.nﬁ.t.hﬁ yay.
ii?ﬁ‘suaets last Priday night. f
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groM :  H. L. Edwardgﬁh’\./@
L7 LSer

pate:  July 6, 1965

v

SUBJECT: -~ FIFTY-NINTH ANNUAL MEETING .

NATIONAL, ASSOCIATION. OF ATTORNEYS GENERAL_

“—gAN ANTONIO, TEXAS; JUNE 25 - 30, 1965

At the State Ripner concluding the captioned meeting Wednesday \ ; y
night, June 30, 1965, Jimm rante put in a surprise unscheduled ap iL
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pearance

and entertained the group of approximately 400 state Attorneys General, members)

Callahgh ——e——
Contad ——————

Felt ———————

Gale ———————
Rosen cm——————
Sullivan —————
Tavel mm——r
Trottet —m—————
Tele. Rooth ——

Holmes
Gan

Fe bV

of their staffs, wives and children. Texas Governor John B. Coppally was the
banquet speaker and Durant accompanied by his partner, Eddi ackson, and
his pianist-arranger, Georgd\Finley, were introduced following the vernor's talk.

Durante put on a typically iin performance lasting approximately one hour.

»Dur"a&

flew in from the coast Wednesday afternoon and flew back to the coast at 9:00 a. m.
the following morning. He came soléy as 2 result of a personal invitation from
Louisiana's Attorney General, Jack P. F. Gremillion, and Gremillion's Chief

Investigator, Frank Manning, whom Durante has known for approxim

ately the past

25 years. Iwas told that Durante received nothing for this performance and even

paid his own transportation expenses from and back to the coast.

on the Director and he hopes the Director will ''go on forever."

regular nightclub circuit.. Both he and Jackson look fine.

ACTION: Information.
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K . Iwas introduced to Durante by Gremillion and Manning and when
Durante learned of my connection with the Bureau, he immediately asked about the
Director and Mr. Tolson and requested me to be sure to give them his very best
regards. He said he always looks forward to seeing the Director on his trip
coast. He asked about the Director's health and said that he still has '"somey

/

Durante indicated he has been making some cémmercials lately for
Kellogg cereals and also has been appearing in a movie or two in addition to his
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. UNSUB, THEFT OF NINETEEN THOUSAND DOLLARS IN FURS AND JEWELRY,

" SLVEN DASH TWO DASH SIXTYONE AN:}NEN DASH THREE DASH SIXTYONE,
HC.LYEOOD, CALIFORNIA. JIMMY F.. D‘I‘JRANTE VICIT;IA{"T;#; ";i;élr%éNnF Y
OF VICTIM LURLARIZED LAST NIFHT. DISCOVERED EAKLY AM THIS DAT.. Pl -

LIVINARY COUNT DISCLOSLS APKOYIMATELY NINETEEN THOUSANT [,OLLAES I FURS

B AND JEWELRY MISSINCTTRESIDENCE WAS-ENTEZRED -BY PRYINCG REAR -WINDOVW,

INTERIOR OF HOUSE WAS RAMSACKED. NO SUSPECTS DEVELOFED. INVESTIGATION
CONTINUING.
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Get Loot
From
Hoine

H

Yoot totahing 520.068] was

_aien in a hurgltary ol the
one of star entecfainer
'nmy Durante. 1633 Rising
1 Road, Wellyweood Hills.
inng his absence last night.
slice reported today.
The loot included cash.
9, a Russian sable fur
rce, $4090; @ dmmond prati
1m gecklace, $3200. and pth
ifwels. anrl various per

1] property itoms.
frante discovered the ozs
o 3 television appearance.

hicers said

v Whoever i was ceriainly
had a ot of unecrve” the
=(3r's wife said. “The hights
’tn fhe house were on dqut-
gifie, we had Jights enlin
tthe house and f{ive cprs
.were parked in eur drive-
{ way and in frent of ibe
{ house. We all wenl to the
. studio to see Jimmy do a tele.
i vision show.”

Pointing to their 2-year-old
Miniature poodie. apparently
the only witness to the crime,
}»!m Durante said:

“f sure wish Picrre could

. talk.. They must have given

- himy {some fresh wmeat] or

semdthing ¢t keep  him

auict while they ronzagicd

the fBanse. He's usually fevy
noisy and harks a int”

" ee
A R [ SR

A

M Toen .tl.-

My, i
Bl T B
DS L RS L,
Tete, "am

JO S [5¢) RN

UN.SU(S) THEET o€ /‘.:u(oac

¢ FURy Aup> Jﬁwﬁ.uay’
7-2-01 Ars 7-3-41
{’IDLLVUOO‘D , CALIERNE :

JIMHYy € DoRawnie- Vicr,

871~ (904/8’/?/

i ORI

or R
3';(?.*\_!1._ 1:3 196!
‘ - s =




—chld Exnress Pholo by Milt Ma i.nu
JIMMY DPURANTE'S HOME RANSACKED BY BURGLARS
Comtdian and Wife View lall Closet Door Ripped Onen by Robbers Who ok
20.000 m Casbh, Jewels and l1 urs :
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CHANGED, CLIFF_?D“QOH ATTS CHARLES LESLIE PENDERGRAPH, ?(

| ROSCOE CONKLIN-PORTER. ITSP, REMYTEL JULY THREE LAST.

TITLE MARKED C.HANGED TO REFLECT IDENTITY OF SYBJECTS. TITLE

FORMERLY CARRIED UNKNOWN SUBJECT, THEFT OF NINETEEN

J
}
e
HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNIA, -JIMMY #:P:

THOUSAND IN FURS AND JEWELRY, Y TWO DASH THREE SIXTY ONE,
ACTING ON TIP FROM POLICE INFIORMANT, LOS ANGELES POLICE

URANTE DASH VICTIM. ITSP.

OFFICERS TODAY ARRESTED CLIFFORD JOHN WATTS, TWENTY ONE

PARK GROVE AVENUE, LOS ANGELES Lh?PD NEO.?UR NINE SIX " .
SIX ZERO W, FBI NO, ONE FOUR NINE WR“Z RO THREE- TWO, ‘

———e.

DESCRIBED AS MALE, NEGRO, BORN SEPTEMBER DNE NINETEEN "'JUL 1
s

NINETEEN, LOS ANGELES, FIVE FEET SIX INCHES, ONE THIRTY _

FOUR LBS. CHARLES LESLIE PENDERGRAPH, ONE FOUR THREE

ZERO WEST THIRTY SIXTH PLACE, DESCRIBED AS MALE, NEGRO, /-
_ _ , /

BORN JANUARY TWENTY THIRTY FIVE, LOS ANGELES, FIVE FEET

ELEVEN INCHES, ONE SEVENTY POUNDS, BLACK HAIR, BROWN

END PAGE ONE ' o
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PAGE TWO ,
_BROWN EYES, ROSCOE CONKLIN PORTER, TWO TWO THREE FIVE
VEST TWENTY SIXTH PLACE, DESCRIBED MALE, NEGRO, BORN

NOVEMBER TWENTY SEVEN TWENTY FIVE, FIVE FEET ELEVEN
INCHES, ONE SIxTY Pounds, BLack Hair, Broun EvEs S

e 5
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PARTIAL RECOVERY
OF PROPERTY TAKEN IN DURANTE BURGLARY RECOVERED WITH

ARREST OF SUBJECTS. RECOVERED PROPERTY HAS BEEN POSITIVELY
IDENTIFIED BY MR. AND MRS. DURANTE,

LAPD WITHHOLDING

MAKING PRESS RELEASE UNTIL POSSIBLE RECOVERY OF ALL
PROPERTY MADE. NO EVIDENCE OF ITSP AND NO FEDERAL
VIOLATION DEVELOPED,

END AND ACK FOR 2 PLS
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July 26, 1857
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| e Mr. Jimmy Durante
I ' .’;“{ 511 North Beverly Drive
f Beverly Hills, Culifornia
" Dear Jimmy:: .
i Inspector McGuire has advised me of you
thoughtfulness in calling before your departure froi.
¢ Washington yesterday. Your remembrance is certiiy:
appreciated, andI am sorry I was not able to bid you
farewell. You may be sure I am lcoking forward to
exchanging pleasantnes mt'x you cn the ocecasion of our
neyt meeting. - _ ' : -
Vith avary good wish,
g ] R S Sincerely, L
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H Dear Carlo: . . / i
: Thanks for sending me the vrite-up, and really onme of the
greatest men in the country today is J. Edgar Heovere. tnat o . )
fine man == it made me very happy to know that he liirdmy LR )
£ shovi, I must have got about eight copdes of that frem 272 ;
f over the country. ) f‘ .
4 ¢ \) _
; I know Mr, Hoover already has an autegraphed picture of me L‘ o )
because I remember giving him one, B2
SR
. . i v e e
Thanks again and if you do ever mcet with iir. Hoover please B ®
give him my best. o
Voo
ty very best wishes to you and yours —-- y 7
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& o} o«
£ T R e N )
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' December 6, 1863

Y

“Mr, Jimm; Durante

511 North Beverly Drive
Beverly Hills, California

Dear Jimmy:

Again I want to exprass my sincera

thanks for your kindness in appearving during the

ceremonies of the Brotherhood Award of the Wash-
ington Hebrew Congregation on December 4th, En-
closed is a photograph which was made at that time.

Wwith every good wish,

Sincerely,
- ] Edgac

1 ) ) o
Enclos&.re x/)/' ‘

NOTE: Mr Durante is on the Special Corre@ondents‘ List on a firsi-name
basis.

MAILED & 1 .\.,.! .f,s’f"’ 3
o
SO R 1963 \ R
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December 6, 12463

Mr. Eddi$¥agkson e T
c/o Mr. Jimm¥yDurante | o : S
511 North Beverly Drive ’ ‘ .
Beverly Hilis, California .

Dear Mr. Jackson: | ‘ ' /
As you kpow, Iam deeply appreciative
of your k}ndness in contributing your outstanding
talent to the Brotherhood Award ceremoxﬁies cn - oo )
_ ) : j

Pecember. 4th, and I thought you might like to nave

the enclosed copies of two of the photographs musde at

' that time. o

Sincerely yours,

MAILED & {
i :
T 9H3 o _ . Edgar Hoover
-COMM-FBl
Enclosures _(2) | oy

NOTE: Mr. Jackson is part of Jimmy Durante's a;t. An appropriate note of
appreciation was sent to him on 12/ 5/@3 utilizing the above address.
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Sulllvan ' N
Tavel - _CJH:mab_ 7) . // ! “
Trotter HE i R ) ! ! \
Tele. Rbok L o t.; I

Holmes —m—m
Gandy e MAIL EOOMD TELETYPE UNIT D




December 5, 1863
AIRMAIL 9
i ‘ \' 5'
Mr. Jimmy Durante ’
511 North Beverly Drive G2 4
Beverly Hills, California T
Dear Jimmy: ' S

1 certainly enjoyed your superb performance last
night at the ceremonies of the 1863 Brotherhood Awzrd of the
Washington Hebrew Congregation, and I deeply anprec*ate your
coming here especially in view of the difficulties you eancountered.
Despite your long trip from the west ccast including the traveling

hardships involved, you did a masterful job whick will 2lways oe
remembered by all present.

D With every gocd wish,
MAILED 10
- . Sincerely I,
- DEC5=1%63 T A5
| COMMEBL PRSI Ore
1 - Mr. Suttler
NOTE: Mr. Durante is on the Special Correspondents' Licst on a first-:
basis. : /
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MONDAY MORNING, DECEMBER 7, 1964~

TIMES EDITORIALS
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Precisely what role should be plaved
by the Federal Bureau of Investigation
in combatting subversive and other

criminal activity has become a subject:

of renewed debate in recent weeks.

Controversial statements to the

. press by the FBI's Jong-time director,

J. Edgar Hoover, and answers {0 these
statements by Negro leaders and oth-
ers have served to narrow the focus of
attention t{o the FBI's activity in the

civil righis area. Accompanying this *

have been a variety of suggestions—
even demands — for changing ihe
scope of 'BI operations.

Such suggestions are not new, al-
though the sources from which they
come may seem unusual,

7 ¥or years certain right wing ele-
men{s have advocated enlarging the
authority of the FBI o make if into a
sort of national sceret police force.
Rigntist proponents of this step claim
that the kind of agency they have in
mind is needed to combat "subver-
sives," a ivord ofien so loosely used
thal it seems to mean anyone with
whom they disagree. '

Now, however, the push Toi chang-
ing the FBI's role is coming mainly

i from literal and left wing elemcnis,

* What is being asked is a hypei-acti-
vist FBI that will concern itself not just
with violations of federal laws, but
with violations of laws not covered by
federal statutes, Jaws which tiadition-
ally are within the jurisdiction of the
various states. This would include cer-
tain protective—in effect bodyguard—
functions for civil rights workers in
the Souih.

P s ok o it v
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The FBI is noi, nor was it ever in-
tended 10 be, either a national police
force or a Gestapo. As it has developed
under J. Edgar IHoover over the last
40 years the bureau has limiied iis role
o investigative work and enforcement
of specific federal Jaws—all laws, in
fact, which have not been assigned by
legislative euactment to other federui
agencies, for instance, counierici.-
ing, which comes within ihe juris! -
tion of the Treasury Deparimeni.

To enlarge tbe role of the ¥BI io the
point where it cen pre-empt staie jur-
isdiciion over even selective calegories
of criminal aciivily woull counstitute
an exceedingly dangerous threat to in-
dividual Hbordes. Enormous nolice

power wouwid be concentrated in one
federal

agetey. In umscrupulous
haads this power could be misused
with frighiering consequacess.

As an investigative and enforce-
ment agency with specific responsibili-

ties 1he FBI, as even ils evitics must

admit, has been remarkabiv Sree from
pofitical and oiher specisl interesis.
Credit for ihis musi. go to Hoover, who

i insisted from ihe beginning hal ihe

bureau be divorced {vom politics. The
direcior has also opposed adems io
broaden the ¥BI's avea of juriséiction.
This is all {o the good.
Whaiever molivations mey no
prompting piessures 10 e
burean's jurisdiction, the

W b
Npand tie

oL Terams

that the poteniial dangers of Concen- |

fraiing increased police power in this
arm of the federal government are too
greal to risk. The FBI, in its prosent
form, does a good job. It shouldn't be

tampered with, © b
,/ — i { .
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December 10, 1964

1
2?';\1; 1= 74167 |

Mr. Jimmy Durante
511 North Beverly Drive
Beverly Hills, California

;l
H

Dear Jimmy:

It was indeed thoughtful of you to eez}d th

~ editorial entitled ""Increased Power for the FEI?" to me, 224
I want to take this opportunity to thank you for the sritcie s 4
well as the kind comment you made in your note. Ltaunch CoE

support such as yours is always a great source of ciccuragement
to me. ' ,

With every good wish, .
sincerely,
} NEILED '
D S Ldgge
DEC 101964 -
COMM.-FB!

1 - Los Angeles - Ehclosure
NOTE: Mr. Durante is on the Special Conespondents' List.
WAm:dll (5}
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fRoM . H. L. EDWARI#?’,V

: &
SUBJECT: JIMMY DURANTE

OPHONAL QM NO. 10

.‘:::‘:-::;j . S ‘ | ;
Memomna’um

. ’ P .
- MR. FELI;{Q, : ' bare:  March 8, 1966

0,

Last night Mrs. Edwards and I were dinner guests at the Rotunda
Resturant of Jimmy Durante, who is currently appearing at the Blue Room —_
of the Shoreham Hotel (last mrht will be Thursday, 3/11/66). I met him some !
time ago through mutual frlends.

today (Tuesday, 3/8/ 66) and he also indicated that if his (Dura=te’s) schedulx, f
will possibly permit he is going to try to take advantage of 2i opportunity to tour
the Bureau . He said he had hoped to do this when he came to Washington on
the occasion of the Director's receiving the Criss Award but his plarewas late
getting in and his entire schedule became upset.

! Mr.. Durante indicated that he plans to telephone the Dirccior

Durante spoke frequently and in the highest terms concerning the
Director and he asked about Mr. Tolson's health. He said he looks forward
levery year to seeing the Director. Durante mentioned that he became 73 on

” ‘February 10, 1966, and ""has a couple of years on the Director." VR

One of the chief topics of conversation of Durante was his recently
adopted daughter, Cecelia, who is 4 1/2 years old. He showed us pictures
of her in his hotel suite at the Shoreham.

Durante stated that Wednesday, 3/9/66, he has an al,pomtme it at
the White House with President Johnson in conpactmn with this vear's Easter
Seal campaign in connection with- which Durant'\ s photograph is appearing in

‘-\.» PO K.

magazines all over the country. ° .- - o
REC-82 T /ot T
While we were havinfr dinner a -;roat nu?‘nbor Of people came up to the
table to ask for autographs and to tell him i an admivi:.z way of various im:idents

in their lives wherein they remembered Durante favor.lm} He mads a hit vith
everyone, seemed to be very glad to give the autog raphs ““hitindicated. that nt is
these friendly gestures on the part of people which ' ma-xe ,JLJiC. \"01 rih dying. "

40
1

oo I
ACTION:

None . . . . informative. v

1 - Mr. Wick
1 - Mr. Del.oach; 1 - Miss Holmes

AR Py 1ot

R T - s e e
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April 11, 1368

~
.,
\;\l‘.

J1vMY BURANTE —
N
/.-~ Jimmy Durante, well-known motion picture ant

television star, -has not been the subject of an investigation biy

the FBI. However, our files reveal the following inform ath

concerning hx/m/
/.

The December 23, 1943, issue of the ' :»i.;; ~Jorker,
a former east coast communist newspaper, reporten inat Jimmy
Durante was amoeng a group of entertainers who ""reniily agreed"
to perform at a show sponsorea by the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee
Committee, an organization designated pursuant to Executive
Grder 10450. -

ey

The April 18, 1844, issue of the "Daily vorker"
o reported-that Jimmy- dur'mte was one of 3 number of entertainers
4 who performed at a birthday party for Paul Robeson, an md.wmua‘
who has been identified as a communist in sworn testimony befor
the House Committee on Un-American Activities. This birth "qv
party was sponsored by the Council on African Afiairs, an
organization designated pursuant to Executive Order f)450

The Qctober 3, 1947, issue o the "Times-Herald, ™
’ashmgton, D. C., reported that a cocktail party had been g. ven
by Eddie Cantor soon after the death of Benja nin "Rugsy’’ Siegel,

notorious west coast hoodlum. According to this artic.e, Jimmy
Lurante, "an old-tirie speakeasy y player mm.,.i ga.luteci Siegeli’g

memory kindly."” 82-74158-3

! The {ingerprint files of the {dentiil cafmu Divie icn ’
of the 731 contam no arrest data identifiahiz wits ¢ captioned india

ok —— - yidual based upon background information sabmitied in conng a,tmn “
wp——— 3 ith this name check reguest. -

FN

S — NOTE: Per request of Mrs. Mildred Stegall, White House Staft.

e _—~---, JCF: mac (M . o
Shven ———— ,-“' . N
el \ },};’11 . Q-\.x“ i - q\l‘ \*-. P
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August 23, 1972

MR. AND MRS. JIMEXT DURANTE

Captioned 1nd1v1duals, who you adv1sec r981‘e at
been théwsubjccts of an aneSthathD by the FBT Hovevel,
our files reveal the following information 00uccrning
Mr. Durante.

i

& The December 23, 1943, issue of the "Daily ~ . ker,®

% a former east coast communist newspaper, reported that Jimny

2 Durante was among & group of entertainers who “.oa.lly agreed
,‘g to perform at a show sponsored by the Jeoint Ant:-Fascist

& Refugee Committee, an organization designated pursuant to

Executive Ordex 10450.

The April 18, 1944, issue of the “Daily Wocrker,®
reperted that Jimmy Dura“te was one of a number of ente
who performed at a birthday party for Paul Rcbeson, an
who has been identified as a communist in sworn t;sfln
before the House Committee on Internal Securitv. Thi
party was sponsored by the Council on African. AFFalfs,ﬁan
organization designated pursuant to Execcutive Order 1C{50.

R gt g o

s

The October 3, 1947, issue of the “"Times- HeralC,i
Washington, D. C., reported that a cocktail party had been
given by BEddie Cantor soon after the dcath of Benjamin "sugsy®
Siegel, notorious west coas* hoodlum. According to thig
article, Jimmy Durante, "an old- tlme speakeasy rlnye hirse
saluted Siegel's mcmory kindly." = (82~74168-2)
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Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy Durante

_ 1
The central files of the FBI, including the files of
the Identification Division, contain no additional pertinent

~information concerning captioned individuals based upon back-~

ground information submitted in connection with this name
check request. : o
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September 26, 1972

7oy
Mr. Jimmy Durante
Saint John's Hospital
1328 22nd Street
Santa Monica, California 920404
Dear Mr. Durante:
Your many friends in the FBI were sor. - :

to learn it was necessary £or vyou to enter tho hos-

pital for a rest and we hope this note will find you !

feeling much better. We did want you to know that e

our thoughts are with you and we wish you a zr.edy .7

W9y //‘
. SN
Sincerely, ‘<
s T S . et
b TThriEd 20 % Pat Gray <gi108 Bt
A Ve
el _,....i T e sy Em.,‘
"M"”"‘hw )
1 - Los Angeles
HOTE Mr. Durante has been a good friend to the Bureav cver

the vears furnishing entertainment at various Bureau functions
Address for hospital per 2Zip Code Rook.
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November 24, 1972

Mr. L. Patrick Gray, 111

Acting Director

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
United States Department of Justice
Washington, D.C. '

Dear Mr.'Gray:

Thank you so much Ffor the lovely note and good
wishes you sent Jimmy.

Jimmy is home recuperatlng and dolng very well.
With the many good wishes of friends like you I
am sure it won' t be long before he is up and
around agaln.

Thank YOu for thinking of him.

Sincerely, S"wv
N " : - _; :{"’
Ty A ; B ’:,J:“'.
/'}) Py ,///" /"" t.
,,//_“':_:., Sl . /C’ LA 'Y ) .,.\E-‘
(MRS.) JIMM’)/ DURANTE R
MLD/1t ' 5 ofovon
Vo oy Vo THE <Ak ENWIASDEE. Lo
?r.-_ 1 £y~ - e ‘
@ %U& \{ Y “g«; ;';}'
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MONTHLY SUMMARY OF TRENDS AND DEVELCPMENTS

D2is: May, 1947.

YOL. 1 #2
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2ZPRODUCTION, QUOTATION, AND DISCLOSURE TO MOH-LEGION SOURCES

Where the material is obviously in the public domain
such »s quotations from publications there is no objection
to rcproduction, quotation, or further dissemination to
persons outside of the Legion. Where the itenm is snecifically
marked "CONFIDENTIAL® it is decmod to be in the best Legion
jnterest to restriet circulation to key Legion officers
charged with Amcricanism duties. Confidential material as a
rule will be anpended scparately on the last pages so that it
can readily be detached and retaincd.
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Cre e e

ful eye on all the latest twists and shifts in the Communist Party line, reports

R

an incredidle racketibeing carried'on in-this-cougtry.wifbouf'benefit of F.B.I.
attention or'prosecutiong "Individuéls with relatives in Soviet-dominated police
states are being solicitéd for contributions (in Slav-American communities) to
Dro—Communist‘causgs and for declarations in support for the unrepresehtative
governments of these countries. .There are brond hints that their relatives will
suffer if the solicitations are disregarded." Tﬁe newsnaperAgoes'on to comment
tﬁat if our oresent laws against blackﬁail and'éktortion are not ample to cover

this sort of intimidation they should be strengthened and cnforced.

A »\ﬂ§3RICAN YOUTH for DEMOCRACY. The excellent Congressional pamnhlet releasc.

by the House Un-American Activities Committee on this organization and the nation-
wide campaign of exnosure with the résultant banning of this C.P. subsidiary from
several college campuses has needled the Communists into caustic comment in their
press, “BEOPLES “ORLD, Chicagé STKR}iah&wﬁdﬁéfEﬁémbfhéF'C;P.'bigahs"are'devoting
an increasing a@punt of space to defense of A.Y.D. as a "bona fide, democratic

youth organization,"

The Veterans Session of Hunter College, New York, adbﬁted a rather unique
attftude and policy. A.Y.D. was pharteréd by‘Hﬁnter over two years ago. Instead
of banning this renamed youth section of the C.P., Hunter's faculty posted pudblic
notices to all students warning them that AYD is insnired and dbminated by
Commuqists end devoted to the snreadvof Communism and to recruitment of nembers

o ’ .
for the Communist Partr from among the students of Amcrican colleges.!

Quick Death of a Front. Another Communist front died practically aborning

due to the alertness of a New York newspaperman, Pulitzer prize-winner Fred WOLTE.

of thc New York World-Telegram. Thd AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR CULTURAL RELATIONS WITH

ITALY was launched with a great deal of fanfare and a long list of prominent spon-
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sors: The Govcrnor of Rhode Island, John RASTORE; Pete;\GRIFV President of the

14.

Y. Y. State Chamber of Commerce; Fannlé\HgRST Jaﬂ\ﬁlﬁPURA Jimmy (Schnozzle)
//XUURANTW and many others. None of these celebrities had .ever lent their ﬂkmes to

C.P. fronts. Tucked away, howevcr, in the fine print were such hardy old peren-
nials as Ma}:\YE}RGAN, Canada LEE, Eugene P.\CONNOLLY, Rockwel\KENT. and Frederick
Vanderbilt\?IELD. 211 of non-Italian origin but sharing a mutual penchant for

sponsoring indubitable C.P. fronts.

‘ YOLTMAN established that the society's initial financing came from another
non-Italian, Irving OTASH..self—admitted Communist and official of fhe Furricrs
'Union. The society's birth énnouncement rated two column headlines in the Communist
Italian language vaper L'UNITA.DEL POPOLO. WOLTMAN }han developed the fact that
the non-Communist resvectables who had lent their names to the project knew lit-
tle or nothing about its objectives, inspiration, or actual directing control. All
or most of them quickly withdrew their names and resigned. Miss HURST told the
press: ny objectrterribly to fihding myself affiliated with political groups that
have not put all their cards on the table, I stepped out today. In the future

1 intond to watch my step."

Mr. GRIMM of the N. Y. State Chamber of Commerce stated that he had agreed
to allow the socicty the use of his name as a sponsor at the request of a casual
vusiness acquaintance. He téo dropped A.S.C.R.I. like a hot potato with the com-
ment: "This is the first time I‘ha§e ever beeﬁ landed." The public relations— -
company handling this account quickly withdrew z2lso0 when the society's real purposc
became anparcnt. It had been forbidden to contact any liberal, labor, or civic
leaders knowm to be anti-Communist. WOLTMAN'g journalistib énterprise is an
exarple of what any vigilant ncwspaperman, Legionnaire, clergyman, or other public-

spirited citizen can likewise do in his own community in exposing such Comrunist

frouds.
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_ he always o ntacted them.

ha ,
movie actor ,
stated that CAPGNE was not in Los Angeles. DURANTE told
informant that he had closed & show within t he past two
weeks at the Copa City Club owned by CAPONE in Miami,
Florida, d that CAPONE was there when he, 1eft. Both
advised gLhe informant that to Los Angseles
as given the

abova information on March 10,

\ (g) :R‘ecamendatfion:
'(.P SR L

s "pegard to the whercebouts of GCABONE.  Both .
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BENJAMIN QUOTE BUGS UNQUOTE SIEGEL, INFO CONCERNING, MigC.,, :}%&E&/’A"I
SURVEY.  REBUREAU TEL DEC ELEVEN LAST. SIEGEL IN LA DEC. EIGHTEEN/TO
| see Jtmgggéugggxs RE EMFEXX LATTERS APPEARANCE IN FLOOR SHOW AT ?&jf

{ OPENING OF FLAMINGO HOTEL,/{AS VEGAS, DEC THENTYSIX. LANANURNER,
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