i

e

[V, 1 -
-
v
b)
N
—
14
Ll
\
i
]
‘i {._,”,h
i

- M3 W d WD

was interv1ewed by SA
who obtained license numbers at the M.asom.c

Temple and vicinity are and Q>
_ made available: the -

information to whom license tags were registered. .

meeting.

'LEADS:

NEWfORLEAN VISIONLM.

AT BOPATUQA TOUIQIANA_

LHM sets forth six 1icense tags as well as
to whom registered, address, and make of car. Four e
of these cars are registered to Bogalusa residents, one..l,i'_=;"’ v
to Monroe residentyg, and one to Angie, Louisiana, T
resident. The LHM also sets forth names of the alleged -
Deacons in the meeting in Jackson from Louisiana, Will RS R
through sources conduct appropiiate investigation to TR N
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'unless already known to New Orleans.

Will attempt to determine CHARLES SIMS and g
ROY¥ .BURRIS' Ffuture plans for assisting- in the organlzatlon
of Chapters in MlSSlSSlppl. A :

JACKSON DIVISION

AT JACKSON MISSISSIPPI

Will maintain contact with sources to obtain '
background concerning organization of DDJ. If Chapter L
in Mississippi organized, will attempt to determine -
leadership, strength of members, activities, as well as
arms acquired. Attempt to determine potentiality for- "..
violence, any subver51ce or outside 1nf1uence placed uponr
the Chapters. : fo : rEE
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VITED STATES DEPARTMENT ( "JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVES1 ATION

~d N U e

;;'}fnRer,PkmpR¢”m Jackson, Mississippi ‘
s Fie . CONFRUTIAL |
September 3, 1965

D

DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INCORPORATED .
RACIAL MATTERS ‘

im FPENVISRENYE |
o I S
s | '

B B B Bt 2 P2 b e b2 b f

[P N VI -]
.

24

3 The source advised that SIMS is allegedly the 7
zggﬂgg‘ president and BURRIS the vice-president of the Deacons

3970 of Defense and Justice, Inc. (DDJ) Chapter at E
11- ; Bogalusa, -

/L
35 it N CL |

19 L / The source advised that a pamphlet is being
10+ ﬁf distrubuted showing that the Deacons of Bogalusa will
' ; be at the Masonic Temple, Lynch Street, Jackson on
fZ'(JLX Sunday, 3:00 p.m., August 29, 1965, The pamphlet was

s printed by the Hinds County Mississippi Freedom
340 / Democratic Party (MFDP)
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I DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INCORPORATED

o A RACIAL MATTERS Y

% il CORT ST

12

13

14 bl
LS

16 3

T —— ] o -
;gsnéﬁ On August 30, 1965, the source advised

07T mE that he had determined - - the meeting at the Masonic |
21 Temple started around 4:00 p.m. and the meeting was {
22 called to order by BOLIEN and there were approximately

23 ‘ 175 to 200 people in the auditorium. BOLIEN

34;b - introduced Reverend EDWI¥ KING, white male, Chaplain

S at Tougaloo College; Reverend EOB. REACH, white male

£9 i

27 - from Hattiesburg, a specigl guest. He introduced the ;
28 . MFDP Delegation as HAZEL/PAIMER, ANNIE’DEVINE and ;
250 JOHNNIE MAE-WALKER. a J
g . _ |
107 _ : |
31 ;- - The first Deacon introduced was (first name‘ |
‘3*” unknown)‘WYLIE described in early 50's, height 5'8", '
34”me weight 150 pounds, very dark complexion, who furnished

g background concerning the rise of the DDJ. He stated

16 ‘ that all of the Deacons at the meeting were from

aiih; C Bogalusa and they were from the Fourth Street Chapter

g e in Bogalusa. N

19 *
30 : ROY BURRIS, the vice-president of the

j; Bogalusa Chapter, spoke and he related incidents that

3 hae happened in Bogalusa and the fact he believed the

44 Federal Government will eventually support the actions

i5 of the DDJ in accordance with basic rights

i6
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.-.-.”'-' DEACONS QF DEFENSE AND JUSTICEONZ%E&LIED

RACIAL MATTERS

CHARLES SIMS, president of the Bogalusa ..
Chapter, was introduced and he received a large
ovation from the crowd. SIMS introduced the Deacons
from Bogalusa who had made the trip and including ) —i
SIMS and the other speakers, theycomprised a total o
of 12, He introduced (first name unknown) THOMAS, 3
Negro male in early 30°'s; (first name unknown) !
JHN 30N in early 20's; (first name unknown) GREEN, !
Negro male in early 20's, (first name unknown)
JOHNSON, Negro male, 65 to 70; {(first name unknown)
SMITH, Negro male, age about 40,

‘.....a’.a..ar"v-.lDJ"l‘JU"U\‘-w’

During SIMS'lecture, he was asked by people !
in the crowd, How strong a chapter should they have ‘
in Jackson as well as in Mississippi? How much :
money as well as arms does the chapter at Bogalusa !
have? What are the qualifications to become a :
Deacen? SIMS stated he would not answer these _
questions before the group, but any of those i
interested iIn forming a chapter in the State would meet |
with him later and he would be happy to answer these
questions.
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RACIAL MATTERS t
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23 .
24
25
26

36, .
154 :
g |
39 i
;? : The SWP has been designed by the
12 Attorney General cf the United States
23 Pursuant to executive order 10450.
14
15 The Seattle Branch of SWP is
16 set forth in the appendix section. :
17 . - .bi
. August 3, 1965 that he - had determined

5
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DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INCORP&'ED"L
RACTAL MATTERS .. & ,

the DDJ held a meeting at the Masonic :
Temple, Lynch Street, Jackson, on August |
29, 1965, The meeting started around 4:00

p.m. and had several speakers who spoke \
concerning the impending trip to Washington ‘:!
on August 16, 1965 concerning the "Lobby o
on Washington, D. C." The source advised w
that there were 12 Deacons from Bogalusa, ]

l\)M,_.“'_.-',.-p-_,‘,y_a,_ﬂ,a'.."...@m‘Jg'\u‘l‘..wrv
. -
. . . 5tk

53 Louisiana at the meeting and SIMS was

24 their leader and he spoke on the necessity

2500, of organizing a Chapter in Mississippi.

26 The vice-president of the Chapter in

27 Bogalusa also spocke. He furnished a ,
280 description of the harassment that took i
3}’**—. place by police in Louisiana and how ;
;;~ ' their children were not protected by !
334 school authorities. C

33“

14

25

36,

39

3B -

39
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il

42

|

44 advised on August 1, 1965 that the following 5D
15 Louisiana and Mississippi license tags )

16 were obtained by& in the

17 : vicinity of the Masonic Temple, Lynch

:g Street, on the afternoon of August 29,

_ . 1965. SN advised that the license
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1‘_ T numbers have been che cled with [
6 person to whom registered and address
Had ' has been obtained.

e = B

‘m The following license and background was 1
o furnished byi - T
22 STATE LICENSE NUMBER TO WHOM REGISTERED B
24

25 ’ Louisiana -

27 - {, /,
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RACIAL MATTERS ‘;
STATE LICENSE NUMBER TO WHOM REGISTERED .
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STATE LICENSE NUMBER TO WHOM REGISTERED
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RACIAL MATTERS

DEACONS OE. DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INCORPORATEDCONFWI AL

STATE LICENSE NUMBER - TO WHOM REGISTERED

Mississippi [P

Mississippil

Mississippi

Mississippi

Mississippi




DEACONS OF. DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INCORPORATED

RACIAL MATTERS | _ COMNTIAL )

2 - STATE LICENSE NUMBER TO WHOM REGISTERED
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DEACONS -OR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, .INCORPORATEI{‘,ON%TIAL
& RACTAL MATTERS :
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Lol U P 1o

RN BN

mississippi (i D

\
1
-
“
-
N

Mississippi (DD

This document contains neither recommendations
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the '
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents ;
are not to be distributed outside your agency. E




CUN%NTIAL .

APPENDIX - N

SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY - SEATTLE BRANCH

In May, 1941, a source advised that during the
month of May, 1941, the Seattle Branch of the Socialist | .
Workers Party (SWP) was reorgainzed and received official | -:
recognition as a branch of the Party from the natiomal | -
office of the SWP in New York, New York. '

"—'-1,.

On May 6, 1964, another source advised that

the Seattle Branch, SWP, with headquarters at 3815 i
5th Avenue N. E., Seattle, Washington, is a present |
active affiliate of the National SWP. According to 5
source, membership in the Seattle Branch includes

RICHARD' FRASER, whd is a member of the SWP National !
Committee and his wife CLARA FRASER, who 1s an alternate
member of the SWP National Committee. , o {

The Socialist Workexs Party has been
designated by the Aﬁtorney General of ‘
) 28 the United States pursuant to Execuitve '
g Order 10450. oo
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FBI | ;
Date: September 13, 1965" ;-Li?:“ q?n

it the follewing in '
R (Type in plmntext or cade) ’

ATIRTEL AIRMAIL

oo RERFE:

TO: " DIRECTOR, BT ( 5{ ddbo) ¢y

i FROM: SAC MOBILE (15? 1017 (P)

RE: ( "DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE INC., aka

' "The Deacons” 0-1.T0
RM _

00: HNEW ORLEANS ~ (P

.‘53’5‘.“&-:' h
30

e A
£

e oS interviewed numerous leaders con- &FRes
nected with various civiil rlghts action groups in Southern»-jnpf‘

L#
1

During a recent

their conversation
turned to the captioned organization. She had heard that f
letters had been sent out to various residents of Tuskegee, -
requesting their attendance at a meeting on or about 4

August 15, 1965, at Tuskegee, and soliciting membership in
this organization. #informed her that he
had attended this meeTing but he declined to discuss the

i

e 74

organization with her and did not admit actual membershipﬂ ’Lgf* j
V - i

°Q
1| (;)- Bureau

52. < - New Orleans
3310 .. 2 - MoLile RE
lé’t; - 0% d C- ¢

e wR

A
r .I. IBb 5 ,‘7!&,}5‘,’7
— Specmf Age’n(Lq_Chg.me




He did appear to have a sympathetic interest in the organiz
tion. &told her to leave '"the Deacons'" out of her
report on the results of her survey.

Efforts are being made through established: source
and reliable. informants to: verify whether or not a chapter*

submitted at tnls time.
New Orleans Office, willradvise if'informantS'

have knowledge of a formation of a chapter of the Deacons
at Tuskegee, Alabhaina.
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- - BIDCIN IS UNCLASSIFIRD i)
CON NTIAL - :EWJ‘:"T YHIRE SHOWN .= 3

' ' -.—{?‘;‘?ﬂ.;;!arxon cmzmm%:nﬁ?%

{Type inmxt or code) : R il o ‘Fj{‘ 1,;
&

(Priority] OTILIWISE,

1

- DIRECTOR, FBI | | SR
.‘SAc, NEW YORK (157-1542) (P) ,REQ‘ A ‘?‘5;' | ]

- - . - ’/)
s THEQEACONS FOR DEFENSE AN® ~Mes77CE

RIL,I e

1 Re Newark airtel to New York, dated 9/10/65 and A%
New York telephone call to Newark, 9/13/65., ;ﬁ; T
! ) % : o o L
Information copies are being supplied to Jackson
leans as New York is of the opinion the captioned - -
The Deacons for Defense and Justice" (DDJ) are one. .- =~ .
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18  (3-Bureau §RM) A7
49 Z-Newark (157-New) (RM) g
20:.  l-Jackson (INFO) (RM “ /

il 7 1-New Orleans (INFO) (RM)
52:. l-New York

- UNRECORDED COPY FILED TN -+~

™~

W E9)., CLASS. & EXT. BY
3675 REASON - FCIM 11, 1-2. 4.£
S “i DATE OF KEVIEY T=7g X%
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.receiving offices, though there- is no. ;nformation to
indicate the organization is sponaoring -this "affair,
the curreoiéﬁﬁy/York City Address-Telephone Directory

" reflects th est Side Unified Action Council, phone -
. 362-495k4, -1 located at "Wﬁﬁf'8EEH'EEF€€%, NYC A/

it *.
R e wet .

Street, NYC, was formerly known as West 'Side CORE.""

3 The WSUAC has sponsored or co-sponsored -
demonstrations, rallies and/or fund-raising affairs. during
1965 wlth one or more of the following organizatlons-

The Upper West Side Du Bois.Club -

€ Student Non-Violent Coordinating Commltte‘
he Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party

- advis e.d.
LEADS
NEWARK
AT NEWARK, NEW JERSEY.
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g‘._.._ AIRTEL
i . TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (157-3022) bep: 91965" ]
&
g FROM: SAC, WFO (157-583)
! ; . ORGANIZATION FOR BLACK POWER (OBP) | Q
Lhy RACIAL MATTERS Y
-6 _(00:¥Y) ~
L8 (3 \- Bureau (Enc. 8) P
194 5 - Chicago.(157-678) (Bnc. 5) (RM) N
o TR (1 - ) A
21 (1 - ) (RAM) Q
22 a - ) (ACT) :
23 (1 - ) ‘ (V".
24 . 2 - Cincinnati (Enc. 2) (RM) ‘ ) : Y .
52 (1 - 157-628) : il CF «"t Fevo )

1 - -) (RAM) e T S AT . O
g; 2 - Cleveland (Enc. 2) (RM) /)il &3 ’(( [ we i -
A (1 - 157-393) ) e L~
255 Q - ) (ram) a
30 7 5 « Detroit '(Enc. 5) (RM) | 3
i1 (1 ~ 157-958) . L
2 (1 - 100-22248) L | g
(1 - 100-22136) 110 R
34 (1 - ) (RAM) b |
35 (1 - ) ) ;
6 2 - los Angeles (Enc. 2) (RM |
354~ 3 - New Orleans (Enc. 3) (RM) ; g
Y (1 - . ) (OBP).
39 (1 - ) ;
N (1 - ) (Deacons for Defense and Justice)
il 2 - New York (Enc. 2) (RM) : ]
12 (1 - 157-1469)
=3 (1 - 100-91911)
44 4 - Philadelphia (Enc. 4) (RM)
:2 (1 - 157-1508)

o (- ) P

47 ég& (1 - ) (RAM
18 P Qa - ) (Freedom Action Comm1ttee)
199 ¥ 2 - Portland (Enc, 2) (RM)
CIU (1 - ) (OBP) /
2 (1 - } (RAM) T
32 4 - WFO YNy e ___’.9..
23 (1L - 157-563) (OBP) ———_NO‘I‘ RECORDER
gfyf | (1 - 157-528) 150 sep 22 1965 &
Wiz (1 - 157-461; (RAM) !
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WFO 157-583

ReNYtel, 9/1/65; reWFOairtel and LHM, 9/2/65;
reWFOtel, 9/2/65; reCGtel, 9/8/65.

Enclosed for the Bureau are eight copies of an
LHM regarding an OBP meeting attended by
in Detroit, Michigan, on 9/4,5/65. LHM copies being sent
as follows: Chicago, 5; Cincinnati, 2; Cleveland, 2;

Detroit, 5; Los Angeles 2,; New Orleans, 3; New York, 2;
‘Dh1_1ari¢='l phia, 4; Portland, 2.

furnished the LHM information |
to S on 9/8/65. On 9/8/65, W urnished
SA the copies of the booklets and attachments. Inasmuch:

as WFO has no knowledge whether New York may have copies
of the booklets.and SNCC newspaper, no copies were made due
to the large number of pages which would need to be copied.
WFO will maintain these booklets in the 1A serial of WFO
157-583.

7
. I
The confidential source in the LHM is (NN - b7
, It is believed that [V s identity as a .
source should be treated as confldentlal in view of the

—m T ey v

pOSSlDJ.e aanger ex181:1ng 1I—wexe disclosed as naviig ;
helped the FBI. §

expressed great concern regarding the
future of the OBP. He was disgusted, and voiced it, regardlng
JESSE GRAY's action in having invited RAM to the Detroit !
meeting. [ stated he was shocked at the arrogant :
attitude displayed by the reported RAM members at the OBP
meeting. He advised that the attempt by the group of about

ten men, each carrying an "M-1" Army rifle, to enter the meeting
frightened He was blaming JESSE GRAY for showing

poor leadership in the OBP. P stated

is also very concerned about JESSE GRAY's
apparent lack of leadership qualities. [P stated that_
S i= civing serious consideration to termimpating his
affiltiation with the OBP as he is afraid that some
irresponsible individual or individuals may do something
which could touch off a riot at some future date. Such an
act would give the entire "Civil Rights" Movement a most

unfavorable reputation, one that would destroy most of the
progress made to the present. [P stated he wants to
work fox "rights'" for Negroes but not where there may be a i
chance of vioclence.




WFO 157-583

S statcd that he hopes to discuss the !
future of the OBP with (il and JESSE GRAY (HNNEGENGNG |
S vill then decide whether he will
.continue to work with the OBP. He hopes to convince
GRAY that i’ s method of moving slowly is desirable. |
P praised the efforis of President LYNDON B. JUHNSORN _b"lCL
18 in attempting to obtain for all Negroes the rights that
P have been denied them in the past. J:a'7.?
21

R Copies of the LHM being disseminated locally {
22 to Secret Service, OSI, MDW, DIO-NDW, !

23

24 )
253

26
27
2&_ LE

1077

Ja e WFO has no characterizations for: [

15 Nerthern Student Movement
g Freedom Action Committee
* Deacons for Defense and Justice

[
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uU. 4D STATES DEPARTMENT O} ,)STICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

D d U e

Washington, D.C.
September 9, 19656

ORGANIZATION FOR BLACK POWER (OBP) i

On September 8, 1965, a confidential'source who ,_i

e sos Friemsrmdmhoad wmaTldalad . l-«.-ﬁnmmn-l—.l.\n 4o dhan wmamd nAsd mand +ha
Hnas .Luu.uJ.;:ucu AVLLAVALAGY LilAUVIUA VLUVUH 4 VUMY PAD LYy AuVLIDUW Vv

Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) as follows concerning .
the OBP meeting held in Detroit, Michigan, on September 4
and 5, 1965:

The meeting was origlnally planned to be a meeting

of the OBP “steering committee! and would have been for a
small group. However, Jﬁssa’ﬁray, National Director, OBP,
on his own initiative, decided to extend an iavitation to
the Revolutionary Action Movement (RAM) of New York City.
RAM is described in the appendix section, The end result :
was a meeting of several hundred persons present at the
Detroit meetdng of OBP at 5028 Joy Road, Jesse Gray presided
at the September 4, 1965, meeting. A copy of the program is
attached. Among those present were members of: RAM from
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; Detroit, Michigan; Chicago, ..
Illinois; Cleveland, Ohlo; Dayton, Ohio, and Portland, Oregon;
Northern Student Movement represented by MrffStrickland of 4usc?
Detr01t, and some from New York‘City, Deacons For Defense aﬁﬁ“’"T
Jusitice represented by Ernest Thomas of Bogalusa, Louisiana; ™~
‘Assoc¢iated Community Teams (ACT) repriesenteéd by Nahaz)RogersJﬁL‘-
—and wife of Chicago, and Julius W/<Hobson, Washington,. ‘D.C., . T
Others present were: William R, /Davis;'of the Freedonm /ﬁ;‘tJ’"
~Action’Committee, Philadelphid"Pennsylvania, (OBP member
James(&gggs nd-wife /Grace, Boggs, “Detroit, Michigan,.. L.ewn."encoa—-22
4T'"‘_' Landry “of the Chicago ACT’ ‘aid not| attend., _Reverend Albert B, _

Cleaque, Jr., a Detroit minister who is campaigning for Detroit
fA,oU’ _councilman, was also present, There were many young Negroes

Dresent who were reportedly members of RAM. Many individuals ,
present refused to divulge their identity, especially among

is those reported to be RAM members,| The RAM rs had no

17 visible leaders at the meeting. P | L7106
48 e -
49 The Saturday, September |4, 1965, evening session *)/7 {I°
30 " was called to order by James Boggs. Registration for delegates™
N. was $1 per person. Boggs welcomed those present, and

52 extended his greetings to all,

23
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ORGANIZATION FOR BLACK POWER

Jesse Gray, National Director, OBP, then spoke L8
about the present poor economic conditions of Negroes in '
the United States {US). Gray also stated many Negroes
were against fighting in the present conflict between
- South Viet Nam and North Viet Nam in which the US is
involved. - Gray attempted to counsel against the tearing- - a
up and destruction of Selective Service cards carrled by S
young men eligible for duty in the armed forces of the
US, This suggestion had come from an unidentified man,

o -

- Ernest Thomas of the "Deacdns For Defense and

Justice" of Bogalusa, Louisiana, was a guest speaker, He

talked about "Self Defense" as practiced by the "Deacons" . |
- in Louisiana. Thomas voiced his opposition to the refusal

to fight for the US in Viet Nam. He stated the "Deacons"

hoped to protect themselves and other Negroes agaiust any :
attacks by "white people"” in the South. Thomas stated the

"Deacons" have obtained guns for self'defense and have L

|

{

i

|

]

!

established "ham" radio stations to provide guick communication
for the "Deacons", He also urged those present to refrain
from becoming involved in any riots or acts of violence. -

Two unidentified male Négroes from Los Angeles
reported concerning the receant riot and destruction of a
great portion of Los Angeles, These men reported as follows:

iﬁw“ The looting and shooting in Los Angeles was done by organized
;ﬁ.'?‘ gangs, not named, who had been ordered to shoot but not hit
ig o anyone, One policeman was hit accidently., This occurred ‘
: as a result of 40-50 young "kids" shooting in the destroyed ‘
b area, The looting was also done by organized gangs who
:é looted block by block. The organizers were not mentioqed.
;3 During the September 4, 1965, meeting, persons
e ?eqorF?dly_gembers of RAM urged that Negroes called for
ig induction iAto miiitary service, go to the local boards and
27 tear up their Selective Service cards. These RAM members
18 also indicated they believed the OBP was much too mild in
19 dealing with the problems of housing, jobs, education, and
: . police brutality as they concern the Negroes in the Uus.,
f; RAM in Detroit reportedly has assembled 50 to 60
33L young Negroes eligible for induction into the US Armed Forces
2 o at the Wayne County, Michigan, induction center. They are
$22 ! . .
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w3 ORGANIZATION FOR BLACK POWER ' o

reported to be ready to tear up their Selective Service’ £
- carids when callied for induction at the inducticn center. o '
{35‘ Thése men were located by am announcement made from an -
}435 automobile which had been driven around in the "ghetto"
: area of Deiroit. RAM people also suggested that Negroes

?f in the armed forces should refuse to follow orders of “é
T officers, - .
18 . . }f
10 remerly [ |
§§!p§§ The first confidential source stated on =
21 September 8, 1965, that a Negro named General Baker, Jr. i

5 . of Detroit, is to be inducted into the US Army on -

5 September 10 1965, in Detroit. Plans for sympathy

demonstrations protesting Baker's induction are planned
- for Cleveland, Obio, and New York City, but none will he
held in Washington, D.C.

Columbia (DC) ACT spoke concerning his desire to attend =~
the future conference President Lyndon Baines Johnson

wants to hold with leaders of the "Civil Rights" mnove-
ment. Hobson stated his position would result in
maintaining a line of communication with representatives

of the US Government interested in eliminating poverty,

and providing for the essential needs of the under
privileged, The general feeling of those present in many
instances was that the OBP should not attend any conference
called by President “Johnson, as they feared further con- B
tainmeat in the present Negro '"ghettos" of the large °

Julius W. Hobson, Chairman of District of 1
i
]
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?9 . cities in the United States. Hobson told the meeting he

K would attend any conference called by President Johngon

:; if Hobson is invited.

;i , Unidentified persons present critized the United
15 States Government's poverty program and called it a failure,
:s The OBP meeting on Sunday afternoon, September 35,

) 1965, was presided over by Julius W, Habson, The afternoon
;9 was devoted to arguments for and against serving 70 the

b US armed forces in Viet Nam, opposition to fighting in the
i: Viet Nam conflict, refusal to fight in Viet Nam when ordered

to do so, and opposition to the present US poverty program.

[}
N

Vo

5 it e During the afternoon gession about ten young Negro
ﬂﬁgﬁ"_ males carrying "M-1" type rifleg attenpted to enter the meeting
place., The first one was refused admission unless he .
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ORGANIZATION FOR BLACK POWER
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disposed of his rifle. That man and the other rifle bearers
placed their rifles in a nearby automobile and came to the -
meeting. ' There was one policeman directing traffic on a
nearby cormer during the "rifle" incident, It was not learned
whether the rifles were loaded and who carried them,

The Sunday afternoon meeting adjourned at about R
3:30 p,m, and about ten persons went to dinner at the Jamea ‘ ‘“

ca et P ps el g b B

2 Boggs' home, 3061 Field Street, Detroit, .

1 Later that afternoon a street rally sponsored by
22 RAM was held on 12th Street in eastern Detroit., Several
23_ thousand people attended, apparently from the nearby slum
34 . area. The speakers at the rally were Julius W, Hobson,

¢

NN
S

James Boggs, Jesse Gray, and Reverend Albert B. Cleage,
Hobson spoke about police brutality, poverty program needs,
and the need for adequate employment.

An unidentified male Negro of RAM stated at the
rally that no distlUrbance was desired and he urged all to
attend the September 10 rally planned as a protest demon-’
stration at the Fort Wayne Induction Station at Livernois
and Jefferson Streets in Detroit. He passed out handbills
advertiging the rally. A copy of the handbill is attached,

. Unidentified men also passed out copies of the following:

3%!!5} ' 1. Booklét, 16 pages, entltled "The Los Angeles.

' War Cry", "published by RAM. Black Liberation Froni of

39

: the USA", . .

:; - 2., Booklet, 32 pages, captioned "Black America

e Arm Yourselves For a War of Self Defense and Survival",

;4 "published by RAM, Black Ljberation Front of the USA".
R

:2. 3. '"Black Vanguard, August 1965", a 59 page

17 book, which can be subscribed to at Black Vanguard

18 P.0. 502, Detroit 21, Michigan. %

49

- : Also available during the OBP meetings was a
copy of a newspaper published by The Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Committee of Califoraia, entitled "The
Movement'", ted July, 1965,

. The first source also advised that Mr. StricKland,
Detroit, Northern Student Movement was very opposed to the
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* . ORGANIZATION FOR BLACK POWER
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RAM comments., This caused RAM members to try to get
Strickland evicted from the meeting.

Comments by an unidentified RAM member at the
OBP meeting indicated that RAM is the same as an organi-
zation known by the letters ARM, This individual stated
that RAM is known as ARM in some cities. He did not name
the cities, . ’

o‘i @ I W
e

;5 o mbeﬂieved Jesse Gray made
53; a pig WmiS e by inviting RAM to the OBP meeting in Detroit.
24j;‘ Their concern was based on the fact that RAM is not a

.. - member of the OBP and, therefore, should not have been

EE invited to a _meetin .whlch was to be a '"steering committee"
gathering. were rather alarmed at the
comments and attitude of the RAM members preseant at the
OCBP meeting. are afraid that the OBP may

be taken over and dominated by RAM.

The first source advised further that the OBP - - o
will not participate in any acts of destruction of Selective [
Service.cards or advocate insurrection by members of the
US armed forces.
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" prganized in the Winter of 1963 by Afro-nmgpicans who support

_its program to-onc of education and political revolution and

I —— R

,,,,,,

REVOLUTIONARY ACTION MOVEMENT T

On November 3, 1964, a source made avallablc a RS 1
document entitled "The Rgvolutionary Action Movement Mnniieato,".
- {he documont having been obtained by the sourco {rom an KX
individual known to be a member of the Revolutionary Action
Movcment (RAM). o

M

that MAM wag officially

This document stated, in part,

the revolutionary objectives of_Robert F‘\Villinms, now
residing in Cuba, and his concept of orggnlzed violence to

achicve the liberation of the Afro-American people in the
United States, This Manifesto disclosed that RAM had oriented

the organization of a "black' political party with rcvolutionnry
objectives, having recognized the nced for a 'black revolution"
that could and would seize power, RAM philosophy is described
in this document as onec of revolutionary nationalism, that is,
onc invelving the struggles of the nonwhite races of the world
agnlnst cxploitation and enslavement by the white capitalist

and imperialist nations, ‘ t

N

Regarding Williams, it should be noted that on
August 28, 1961, a Federal warrant was issued at Charlotte,
North Carolina, charging him with Unlawful Flight to.Avoid,
Prosccution for the crime of kidnapping., Subscquent to the
issuance of this warrant, Williams flcd the United States to
Cuba, where lie now publishcs a monthly
"The Crusader" from Havana,

[ NPT F S NP T e et d Y A
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This source in September, 1964, advised RANM is
dedicated to the overthrow of the capitalist system in the

- United States, by violence if necessary, and to its replacement

by a socialistic system oriented toward the Chinese communist
interpretation of Marxism-L ninism, RAM is entirecly nonwhite

in membership, clandestine in nature, and owes its primary
ﬂ]]f‘ﬂ'fﬂﬂr‘n +n fhn "nﬂnrln WawmlAd H - _
LEnGuUng wor iUy, that 1.5, the nonwhite races

of tho world rather than to any nntional entity, as such,
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On November 16, 1964, a sccond source advised he

bcgaﬂ,&n Detroit, Michigan, largely under the impetus of
Iknb&&comqn dcscribed as the "IFather" of RAM and referred to
as”RAM's "Black Stalin." Freeman served as RAM Chairman, with

learned recently fromzn1RAM mcmber that the organization i

12 Maxwell Stanford, now of New York City, formerly of thladelphla,

s Pennsylvania, serv1ng as RAM Field Chairman,

14

5 . This source stated in May, 1965, there has bcen no

16 " formal headquarters, as such, for RAM but that headquarters

7 have been with Freeman since he has played such a dominant role

L8 .. . in the leadership of and has dirocted the policies and act1V1ties .
1Quams of the organlzatlon. _ . o
e o
2™ Within recent months, according to the second source, |
22 disscnsion within RAM has become evident and some dissatisfaction
23 with Freeman's leadership has arisen, So far as is known, how-

. ever, he remains the titular leader of RAM, E

To date, according to the second source in May, 1965,
RAM has organized units and membership in several of the larger
cities in the United States east of the Mississippi River and

new members and expand its sphere of influence,

|
- - ] 3 - - t
the organization is currently active in attempting to recruit -
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49 the FNI. It ia the property of
5 * the FDBI and is loaned to your Bgency:
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_The wnite racist C.CC.I.-.‘-].OAT. maners (Jonnson and’ . ; - . LI )
the other thugs), must take us for stone fools - 'f : N
if they think black people will serve as caa- - | Wl
non focder. for the Hitler type war machine » L
Gesigned to wercilessly slauwhter Asians in SN A B L .
. Vietnan, e e P E
Espec:.ally in the lisht of *—‘m at:oc1+1es coum- i | B - | .
Gitted by the racist oecast in Los hngeles, ‘ ].‘ PRI I
In Los Axngeles +h ey called tne Blo_o_c:__;_ slaumf‘-‘ o B l--f--‘,._.f:.' C /: _—
2N —~er of our pecople operation "cleaw SUCCR". an o g et e S
b Vietnam they callec the same operatio= “scarcha - - e o
T and destroy'. The victins are e same dog B T
ig. o - | umvc?"dar people Lfignti.g wiite racisa - I -
16 [ iaperialism aac oppressiow, ‘ o it
w [ We are scrving notice %o the woite racist thas, R
IR T we will fizht a nige Y 3ritty, *o¢ to toe head el !
g [l wihupping Struggle in raceland U.3,4. +o liber- C )
0 - ; ate our people rather +han play a iznoaicus . o
S i|- slave zole on this eartn again, ' { Y
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August 31st,, 1965
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2 , Federal Bureau of Investigation

{ |
%i? asgington, L. C. aﬂy '
15 ; |

{6 Dear ir. Hoover;

lir, J. zdgar Hoover

i; The enclosed clipping is alarming because of the secening laxity of :i
fﬁ %&e law in permitting this Orhanization of Negros to arm. C
ED “For self -~ defense? HNever in the history of our country has so muqh}

32 progress for the Nepro been accomplished as now, 'w
 Anti - Castro Communists refuzees from Cuba, endeavoring to accu-
mulate srms for th: purcose of regaining their country, have been

1
|
1
'

arrested ond their arms confiscated by the lsw, end, there have been
_accounte in the Tress of Anti-Communists Crganizations being arresteé

* havinz a cache of arms, yet, this Necro Organization openly arms

oo
1+ without 1ostra1nt. ;
2

}fCopies of this clippinn have been sent to FPresident Johnson und Texas

“Governcr Connelly with Lhe above comnments, excusing anonymity, by L

stating that, one fears to sign their sigrniture since 'our sweet ;

gl ~11¢ of liberty' has come $o such a sad state of affairs, one may

38 Have their tongue cut out for expressingz an honest opinion. - %
i

19
i0 - Thank you 3ir, for havine given the natter your attenrio

32 United States Citizen. e

15 P, 3. fu__vstlon to our rregcideat Yo guell riots was deportation

17 ~Jor the Leoaders end Killers,

49 ner AmT ALY REC-80 /57 2 ¥C 6 é;c?

1 ALL T AT A

52 1 ERAR oL ':‘::3"| 2) I QLA . “3 i
23 T | Sek /L Y
56&'{- } , — — N
S'é - AG:TJ,_.E l
S (GO

30 L -

5 : .;/ T p=d e - ——

5& . ,// 1 -

*'!H'T-_ "},}if_,u_;ﬁ wr?““'—'«‘.dwz’-

_‘_'_."'-a.. ,5' ‘v '-'“..4-‘ ;r. ‘V:...a

......




Group Foi‘mt:d
ToHelp = -~

{1

Arm Negroes— 2
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AUSTIN — (AP) — Mark . T
‘lein, Cornell University stu-. = cov '
tent, said today a group be- o Ty
ing orgamzed to aid the=*Dce- ) _
lcons for Defense and Justice. ‘
WHICT e described as an armed ‘
iNegro self-defense group. -
He said the Deacons have
:lchapters in Louisiana, Alabamw
and Mississippl. . ;
The Austih group will be ,,,,,, |
' |
I

1

i

|called ““The Commxttee to Aid
uhe Deacong,” Klein said. He
/1said it will raise money for the
tpeacons. ‘ .
Klein, who is in- Austin for S !
the summer, is the spokesman |
Ior the group.
o
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= Memorandum

~N DU e e

DIRECTOR, FBI N DATES §/22/65
| CONFIRNTIAL

SAC, BALTIMORE (157-1008)

CT:  TE DEACONS FOR DEFENSE %\“

16 RM R T

L W
e /Z/,Z/
’m Re Newark AT and LHM dated 9/20/65,

o b gt ND D

N

21
22
23 . bl
24
250z :
26 E
27, |
28 Enclosed for Pittsburgh office is a copy of i
2% referenced airtel and letterhead memorandum, |
10 o i
11 :
32 ¢-- __ ALL INFOEMATION CONTATNED /
@ Bureau HEITN IS UNCLASSIFIED ;o

1 - Newark (157-1992) ETT T WRERE SHOWN Sl
'“3 2 - Pittsburgh (Encl. 2) OIHERNISE e N {% “ :
HY 1 - Baltimore B VLY |
3* BFN:ers P
37 ! %

== (8)

39 TASS BY SPH ‘
e CLASS. & EXT, BY“S-&M 5
i REASON - FCIM 11, 1-2.V3. 2 oy :

32 .DATE OF REVIEW 9-,;,3 J(S
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{Type in plain text or-code) CO

(Priority or Method of Mmlmg) @ &) Ly

______________________________________ _r.:.?_....“ _—
o DRZare
L pefenne B I
| 56 TR
TO: ' DIRECTOR, FBI e ¥ . HoEngg
. A E¥~re

P OTizRwISE
FROM:  SAC, mﬁ\ﬁz‘x (157-1992) (RUC) Y

L R N
WA~

SUBJECT: THE DEACONS FOR DEFCNSE  CLASS. & EXT. B

RACIAL MATTERS REASON - FCI.’.IHI
- DATE OF REVIEW

QSR

Re New York airtel to the Bureau dated 9/14/65.

P ~ s PR

head memoranaum captlonea as RDOVG. LDGLOSBQ for Baltimore
and New York are two copies of letterhead memorandum. ..
Enclosed for Jackson and New Orleans is one copy each of
letterhead memorandum,

No copy of referenced communication was sent to
Baltimore,

3

3

44

1S

ie’ _ .

17 . For the information of Baltimore, The Deacons

18 for Defense and Justice (believed to be identical with

49 . cap tioned organization) are a militant Hegro civil rigbts
50| ~ group who have vowed to fight the:Xw Klux Klan w 59 /*f _
517 physical violence, if necessary.Mc‘rlﬁ 7— ~ 71

52 ¢ O L
53 - Bureau (Encs. 3)<, REC- 673,;&&‘% LM ! SEP 21165 -

Baltimore (Encs. {?
New Orleans {Enc., 1}, (

Info) 808 RB
Jackson CEnc. 1) (Iﬂgq

Enclosed for the Bureau are'eight copies of letter-

) .
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7 .

8 S RS
W x 157-1002 ]
B 1 - b
: CONEJTIAL
e : £ B
;ﬁgg.i For the additional information of Baltimore, ;
147" New vork im re airtel advised that the West SideUnified

s2i7" Actlon Council (WSUAC) is located at 100 Vest 82nd St.,

b New York City, according to the current New York City

g . Address Telephone Directory. The WSUAC was formerly known

: Ex. as Vest Side CORE,

fb. £ The VSUAC bhas sponsoregd or co-sponsored demonstrations,
i rallies, and/or fund-raising affairs during 1965 with one
or more of the following organizations:
The Upper West Side Du Bois Club . | T

The Student llon-Violent Coordinating Committee e

The Mississippi Freedom‘Democratic Party

LEADS

BALT IMORE

3* NEY YORX

}gj At Tew York City, Wew York: Attempt to identify
i0 .. . BILL (L'V), mentionéd in enclosed LM and advise Bureau, e
;éﬁ_- Baltimore, Jackson, New Orleans and Newark, R
3 ' a
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This document contains neither recommendations
nor conclusions of the Federal Bureau of Investigation,
It is the property of the Federal Bureau of investigation
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not
to be distributed outside your agency.
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UNJTED STATES G-  ERNMENT ,) o

Memoreadum

& SAG, CHARLOTTE __ (Your file 7 pare: _ /2365 1
M ¥mes  :. Director, FBI (Bufile and Serial 2466 § Y ) QL Fst in file and
12 - ) e m— -
13 -+ Room 'N?\ = 808 -R. B (For SOG use i
14SUBJECT -~ DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE ~ e only) ‘
t5 . = RACTAL MATTERS |
1 . ‘-

- ‘ ) x i \ | Y . — L
| .,}w*’*'“*w i\ b o, bmitted  wB-T-6%
' - {1 1. Bufiles indicate this case is delinquent. Give specific reason for delinquency.

K] Reurtel 9 13 65 Y{;1:1onec! PROPOSED VOTER REGISTRATION—

ﬁDEﬁ‘{vQI!STRA PLYMOUTH, WASHINGTON COUNTY, N.C., 8/14/65—
CR - EL RM '—""*——-___._._.—-——-/
] airtel O letterhead memo O submitted
X] 2. DATE [] report . _ W‘—C‘lﬁ/ .
[X letter {1 90-day progress letter X ilh ! mi;itoe_w'_ :
2)_- Reporting employee ) / .
;:— [0 3. If valid reason exists for not submitting report at this
3 when report will be submitted
3 !
3 BK] 4. Status of ] Appeal (0 Inquiry \j(Investlgatxon ' Prosecutlon A_-.E
3 [} airtel ] letterhead memo to verify presence of "Deacons" |
2 1 5. Submit [} report allegedly sent to Plymouth N C
3 O letter ] 90-day progress letter by from Atlaﬂtna Ga.
3 (Date)

A ARl
38 (Place reply hereon and return to Bureau. Noke! Eez'pt am’}i Jolmowledy”ént Ln;)top sérial in case file. )

22 7374 | s bR S i GLGASIFIED |
Welli declited //}%ﬂ"K A BB s sl |
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FBI
- Date:  9/22/65 :

it the following in

7 - (Type in plaintext orlcade)' Cm
L35 AIRTEL ° AIR MAIL
‘.sz-p i (Priority)
.I_‘:‘—'a'a-"f e
§ i . DIRECTOR, FBI (157-2466)
LB SAC, SAVANNAH (157-731) (p) R
t O " REC
_DEACONS LDEEENSE_AND.JUSTICE,._JNC..,. :
“aka
RM

Re Savannah letter, 9/15/65.

4

On 9/14 and

- "edﬁﬁhetfﬁv“thapters 5 ,
;0f this organization have bheen formed in the St. George, S. C.,gg4

f-urea but that if harassment of civil rights workers in this " 1
(%~ area does not come to a halt, they believe a chapter will be - k
3l formed. o 4

They claimed that several people whom they refuse to.
identify have asked questions concerning this organization. The;
35 o questions they claimed were asked of

36/~ in St. George,, S. C., on 9/13/65. They alsc claime

they . |4
’*were not at llberty to divulge the advice given these people :
igy m*by 4
39| :
+0{ ... . This matter will be followed closely to determlne
1l if a chapter is formed in this area.
2= ‘ e
} %3 *("\ . . i!‘-lt‘ .
44| i34 Bureau (RM) , A AT A B
15 1~ Savannah AU— “\’FORI M‘, “J Cﬁ“ TA’I ' 3

7| HCB:eln HEREIH IS UMCLASSIFIED é\j A

reln - - DATE j- 2446 & ._....
T (_4) M Sﬁéf%/LAf

20

S s SEP 24165 gt
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s2f X1 ey

] ey v v s

e T g
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O-1L (Liev. 3-5 64) T

" UNITED STATES Gf” "' (NMENT i :
- Memorandum o7
.: SAC, LOS ANGELES (Your file 157"'1184 ) DATE: 9/23/65 ‘
. 1E7_"ALL f \ . / * I
:  Director, FBI (Bufile and Serial __*9/~ <700 ) | [Post in file and
Room No; w_:)’ (For SOG use
1SbBJEc-r. DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE ‘\.__,__,m-"" only)
5 - T RACTAL MATTERS
16"

A
7 ' ALLINFORMATION CONTAINED
e HEREIIS 95730
;H [ 1. Bufiles indicate this case is delinguent. Give BA{T Er- rl 4.2. for ADL.'::I:: éfé @ jt_{’

.V-.._..'_‘____,._..A..v;_'—_” -

L= EL t“u\.-uu\iucxtcrv—"]
2 P . o
A ReBulet 8/17/65
2 3 : ‘
. o L iy el s A< """’A‘_
] airtel O letterhead memo 3 submitted & # e
. DATE [] report ; : one- Ll - 10T l
[Xletter ] 90-day progress letter - X7 -will be submitted : 5
Reporting employee 1
. If valid reason exists for not submitting report at this time, state reason specifically and I
when report will be submitted .‘
. Status of [] Appeal [J Inquiry xﬁ Investigation [J Prosecution
. g airtel L] letterhead memo . an "u N o :
25 [ 5. Submit {7 report o AN ‘ i L ;
36, O letter {7 90-day progress lefter by ) |
';? ' ~ Drer ;
ce reply hereon and return to Bureau. Note 'recetpt and” aqknowledg)wént on fop sem! in-cae file) !
19 M AL et ] I‘ '
- U.5. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1954 —Q-738-077
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FBI

‘ Date: 9/10/ 5

(Type in plaintext or code)

{Priority)

DIRECTOR, FBI (157-2465)
SLC, SAN ANTONIO (157-413) “(RUC). -

C:)DLACONS OF DQIQNSL_AHD_JHSEIQgh_"“
RACIAL VATTER

Re San Antonlo Airtel to the Director : AR

L Enclosed nerewltn for the Burcau are 8 W,
. coples of Letternead memorandum on capuioned matter
~ suitavle for dissemination.

Coples of this Letterhead memorandum are
ceing submitted locally to 08I, ONI, INTC, and U.S.
Secret Service.

AGENCY: ACSI, ONT, OSI: SEC. SERQEC 18 ) - ZC/ 4 é _
LEADS DEPT: 13D, GRD, —
._ b YRy -

DATEIYU%V

3V Noe AT ITHACA, NEW YORK — —_— g

PRI U

\:‘
¢ 1\ ‘-Ua N .
Ny N LI o - . y o
L Vo717 restience of I S |

& |lb7e

Cne copJ‘of this Alrbtel and LI designated 4

or Jloucten for nnLormaL oy inasmuch oo 'j
esides withiin the Houstosy/ Division, P
S . n bl Eati T
e NCLOSURE ALL INFORIAATICT SONTAINED
 (SpBureau (Luel Bﬂa . -y pp oo u-~
€ w~l~Houston (Lncl 1) - : HEREIN IS UG "TIED ‘
3),2:‘-: oy Gologns fw‘u‘-T ))‘ (']'_—_\ -?QO} nAIF {/-‘ f7 XU RV%/W//}
53 2~A10dnv (Enci. 2) (157-163)" .
59 .- ¥ 2=8an fntonio (1-157-413) (1-157-414) GuHC/cjh ( (20)- S
- proved:: Sent M Per 'k |
) 1 (ﬁppgqment in Gharge— - . e e e e e+ . . it ;
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et e s 8T S5 DETALTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION |

San Antonio, Texas !

September 16, 1965 I
1 .
1 4
L9
L
b DEACONS GOF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE
18 : . e
1 .

?ﬁ 1 o ALL INFORIATIONCITAINED N
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The August 8, 1965, issue of the San Antonio Light, ;
a daily newspaper in San Antonio, Texas, carried an article i
datelined Austin, Texas, stating that Mark Kiein, a Cornell
University student, is responsible for the formation of the
Committee to Aid the Deacons, the purpose of which is to aid
"the Deacons for defense and justice," Klein described the
"Deacons" as "an armed Negro self defense group."

This document contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and
l1s loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to
be distributed outside your agency,
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LAV ED STATES DEPARTAIENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
San Antonio,'Texas

September 16,‘1965

+

b R Title DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE

24 Character

28 .. Reference Letterhead Memorandum dated and
e titled as above

g All sources (except any listed below) whose |
36 identities are concealed in referenced communication have - :
i"# furnished rellable information in the past. ;
38 e

13

<0

il

42

<3

44

15

16

47

8

:3 Tnls document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions

! of the FBI. It 1s the property of the FBI and is loaned

52 to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed
53 outside your agency.
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Mr. Tol*ym___a?
Mr. Belmoni__d- 1
Mro Mobroo e §

|
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FBI i
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i

ﬂlr Cong mL,,.r.,‘,-
\lr O A
Mr. Gaie._ el

SRl
7 Date: 9/21/65

mi the following in

Mr. Trotter_ I} 3
Tele. Room__._.‘--

(Type in plaintext or code) C S B R
- T . . . :I [
1
|
|

Vjo-___ AIRTEL | AIR MAIL
e L (Priority)} .
;7/ ___________________________________ A Miss Holmes' 11+

Miss Gal_udy. - ’ i
' DIRECTOR, FRI (157-2u466) ' ] %

. SAC, SAN FRANCISCO (157- 573) S W

£7DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC., aka.
RM N

Re New Orleans airtel to Bureau dated 8/%/65 i

Investigation on 8/9/65 determine that telephone Noi r;ﬂ;:
: 567-5929, the number set forth in re airtel where THOMAS could M|t -
gliv,... D& reached until 8/6/65 is listed to ... . the San Francisco Chap- )

ESHEEK ter of the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) . _ o

1 A telephone call to the CORE office determine that - |
> EARNEST THOMAS was not in town and further that THOMAS was not.
Fx expected back 1n the San Franclsco Area for some unknown time.
iE@i This time was stated to be some months in the future. THOMAS!
5
6

present whereabouts are unknown to San Franclsco. San Francisco
was unable to Interview THOMAS as it 1s believed that he left L

the Bay Area prior to receipt by San Francisco of referenced -
alrtel.

Y L e g

tad g ek L) Al Lt

e o d» db
= O WD P
BRI R

Encleosed is an IHM with eight coples for the Bureau and

three coples for New Orleans which set forth THOMAS' known S
activities in the San Francisco Bay Area. Sources used in the LH|

- are as follows: S

< eXr L

44

:2303 LB

17 - Bureau (Encls. 8)(RM) ;
18 - New Oriesans (F‘nc'!q 3) (RM) ;

2 - San FranC1sco . P A 73
(. oy 100 24927 (CORE) | S é/ i,
5; - (8) f/LI\Ll \A\;‘Ui 4- ;j&}% 14 SEP 20 1969, -
2 | co aedAnkaTel MMWCK Ry Fuaees :{;\}“ om0
> 4l 'GENCY ‘ACSI, ONI, 0SI; snc .%Eﬁ- _' | 5. : i

‘PMP» ¢ DFPr isD, CRD o ?FLY? Y u;gﬁag, -
56 “DATE FORW: ,@»% S 4
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“ =
. . JED STATES DEPARTMENT ¢ . JSTICE -

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ;

San Francisco, -California Kfﬁéﬁﬁ

September 21, 1965

DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC. / Lo
ifod e s et /AL /X7Z&Wdf5

21'“.7 /pé;{’
22 __ﬁmt Rarnest Thomas(@) b
ng '~ Vice Prestdent and Chief Organlizer of the Deacons of Defense and

Justice, spoke at a reception held on July 24, 1965, at 3219 Ellis:

*_”??j'St., Berkeley, California. This meeting was sponsored by the i

gg " Berkeley Chapter of the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE). |
g&m‘ (:—that Thomas said he was 1n the areal Q)b!
Sa=on Lo ralse Tunds. Further, that the current principal aim of the i
;1- f Deacons is to bring full time membership into their organization. !
515* He indicated that the Deacons are a non-political organi—}
33 zation and that the organization has been briefed by other civil

-3 rights groups to avoid any political corganization of any type. The

2 Deacons as individuals or as a group do not participate in civil |

= rights demonstrations in the south but patrol Negro areas of towns
3‘.’ to protect Negroes when troublemakers come into those areas. Thoma:

indicated that an effort was made by the Deacons to screen out

39 "hotheads" who would be apt to cause unnecessary trouble. The San

- Francisco Chronicle, a daily newspaper published in San Francisco,
12 set forth an interview of Ernest Thomas in its July 25, 1965 issue.
X Copies of this article are atfached for information.

24 g; gthat Earnaq{ég'*b’
42 Thomas w on a regional tour to ralse funds. Further, that he was

17 in the San Francisco Bay Area on July 25, 1965, and spoke at a rally
48

39

5QCLASS. & EXT. BYt§;9/Aiu9/ﬂ¢§ T-£ 2T
T1REASON - FCIM 11, 1-72% 4 J/ .‘;& 13 ,1
52DATE OF REV1EW Ef-g“

NTIAL g,
' I
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T WA,
L

56

i This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of

o8 the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 1s lcaned to your

jg agéney; 1t and its contents are not to be distributed outside your

B -agency, - —— . .
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DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC.,
c-ONFI'£NTIAL

2
k.
4 held at the Macedonia BRaptist Church, 2135 Sutter Street, San

5 - Francisco, on this date. This source reported that the purpose of
6 .
8

o b

this tour is to set up 'Friends of the Deacons.” i

:

L The "Sun Reporter’, a weekly newspaper published in San
i Francisco, which is directed toward the Negro population, in the

<0 7Y 3an Francisco Bay Area, set forth in its August 7, 1965 issue that
21 a fund raising reception for Earnest {Chilly Willie) Thomas,

22 Reglonal Vice President and Director of Organization of the Deacons
23 of Defense and Justice, was held at the "Sun Reporter" Bullding,
24 1366 Turk Street, San Francisco on August 5, 1965.

715

26 The sponscrs were set forth as a group of concerned Bay

27 Area Negro cltizens to raise fundsinader to furnish bail in the

28 - amount of $13,000 for 18 persons who are now in jail in Jonesboro, |,
T Louisiana .
30 -
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Bwar fought w:tf

e amen ™ ! eri AT 3N
!'“'E[leull3 UL YiVITHUTE 4L J.V
psotecnon by local law en-
2 cement agencies, an an-

fyoung man warned
l é?jast week.

'2 6I‘he prevalent phijosophy of |
*Zl'bn-wolence, said Ernesl
: +is not shared by
jegroes who bave
iopether in an armed!
1~hﬂ1m~hnnfl Yknown as the

acons for Justice and De-

»Wee don’t intend to turn
J othcr cheek ” Thomas
'3sgid “Only a fool does that.”

\
i3 GThomas, 22, is a vice presi-|

: d one of the founders
J ‘Deacons, which wasi ks
!

uietly formed some 14
onths azo in Joneshoro, |

wwnrl $adnar pYnie
and waady Ciaims

R

n.
Fawkl,
asl‘mh.xl membershin”

4 “We don'i give oul any Cx-

e ciae
o osunR

q may soon lulp -

i&20es “there are not gwe*l'

Y @C COnS
1such weapons of warfare s} “We hopextwon’t be necesn
:machine guns.

ey wzsh they did,” he said

: . OWN WAY - 1
1 Asked if the Deacons would
lay down their arms if re-f
quested to by the many other
Civil Rights groups which
preach and practice a differ-
ent method of achieving
Lequahty, Thomas said:
“They-can come down and
play non-viclence with thosef
rednecks all they want . '
we who live down there have '
'ow .own way of handling

4lhiien o 1Y
LD,

Bul the Deacens would nev-’
.er start a war, Thomas as-;
cried. :
F “We are not violent people !
as some Southerners migh
rhave you think ... . we be-*
!ne\rc in live and let live—so

such as the Deacons in

1
l' he’
future,” Thomas said,

qu e#

a couple of years or sooner,"’s

Thomas will speak here at;
¢ p.m. today at the Macedo-
nia Bapnst Church at a fund-.
ralsmg rally sponsored by’
various San Francisce cml
rights organizations, )

long as we are left alene to
live.
“But if we are altacked we

will gefend ourselves,

!

either

cindividually or as a whole
. even il it means dying.

t ficures,” be said. Tae ARRESTS
ss the other side Knows  owo will submnit peaceiully ’

4)011' us the better.” S legal arrest, but if ER\“TH"OMAS
15%he “other mide” _©4 taink one of us is going to e “We'li dcf;md ourselves”
$gqined. is coiund vf T eacefully hauled off o some ;

spadnecks and he sl UM i ro get beat up or ki}lcglf
JRimasmen o oon e 21N vou'lj be making the same!

1}%110(‘- and shers. s and CilY mistaiie some Southern shel-

ps in the Souils who cither.
S0otect then ou..."m or lous:
“He other way.

He said that every mcinber
% ithe Ueacons owns, ur has?
h a4 ren of

S 51111:1116 r;ﬂcs and sholgun..
1t is not trie, Themnes suid,
l' e 1
gwt their arsenals inciude!

.

U wilL”

The Decucons claim their
vright to beur arms and de-
‘fend themselves is contained '
in the United. St':h.s Constitu-

J

;sary to have an organization} .

get the protection we hope.al-"'  '
i Iy might be able to dishand i m» o
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. LED STATES DEPARTMENT G_  JSTICE®

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

San Francisco, California

[

September 21, 1965

8 Title: DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC.
8

" e Reference: San Francisco memorandum dated o
f%!!gﬁ, and captioned as above,

53 .- All sources (except any listed below) whose identities

va are concealed 1n referenced communication have furnished reliable
.- information in the past.

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of

the”FBI. It 1is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency-
3 it-and its contents.are-—pot to be—distpibuted-outaideLyourmagenpy@;
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3 oee. . JUNITED STATES G(—‘VERNN[ENT h \
ORI | o h i
s - Memorandum

DIRECTOR, FBI (157-2466) paTE:  10/1/65 -
SAC, CHARLOTTE (157-882)

(fBEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE
RACIAL MATTERS

Re Bureau Form 0-1 dated 9/23/65, Charlotte teletype

i =9/13/65 and charlotte airtel 9/15/65, both directed to The Bureau. i
Losialh,

e

- In Charlotte teletype 9/13/55 and LHM submitted by A
* Charlotte airtel 9/15/65, both captioned "Proposed Voter R
.~ Reglstration Demonstratlon, Plymouth, Washington County, N C.,
8/14/65, CR- ELECTION 7AWS ~ RACIAL MATTERS," 1t was reported !
t-.- that the Deacons fﬁr éefense and Justice had telephonically c/,
% contacted on 9/10/6% andasked if he needed l97
=+~ help in Plymouth and Qsat replied that no help was
-l needed and that they were not needed in Plymouth. :

No information has been received that there is any'f‘

i ) ] chapter of the Deacons for Defense and Justice in r.Lymuubﬂ' ’
or anywhere in North Carolina. - ;

The Charlotte Office has Just recently contacted racial |
informants and sources concerning the Deacons :
organization and no information was recelved indicating |
this organization is active within the Charlotte Division. - f

Any information received concerning the Deacons

Sl ‘:;‘:'}\z

P for Defense and Justice willl be furnished the Bureau and //”‘\?“¥;
i appropriate offilces 1mmed1ately. \\______é
32 ,
$3 - 9
':4. J / -~ ;[ ) I /3
5 C2>- Bureau fi-—""‘"" N
i 2 - Charlotte 21 - 127-88§) & -

1 - 56-255 & '
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FBI |
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Fatat. CRITIAL
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CIIZRWISE - DATE OF REVIEW___ 4-29- £

DIRECTOR, FBI (157-2466)
SAC, LOS ANGELES (157-1184)(P)

DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, .
RACIAL MATTERS /

00: NEW ORLEANS

ReBulet to Los Angeles dated 8/17/65 and Ne
Orleans teletype to Los Angeles dated 9/22/65. /ﬂ

Enclosed for the Bureau is an original and \
seven copies of a letterhead memorandum (LHM) setting
out information concerning captioned organization. Three '
copies of the LHM are enclosed for New Orleans.

Coples of the LHM are being sent to Reglon II,
115th INTC, Pasadena, Alcohol and Tobacco Tax Unit,
Ios Angeles, and Secret Service, Los Angeles.

N

|

¥
This LHM 1s being classified confidential because u\
information from sources utilized in the ILHM could result -~ - |!
in the identification of sources of continuing value : ¢
and compromise future effectiveness thereof.

.ﬁ_-:!

gources utilized in this LHM are as follows:

3 B, (o DESEGT 3 9/ % 4. é q
RNT:scs REC % / é 7 i‘

2 - Los Angeles
(7) AGENCY: ACSI, ONI, OSI;SEC. SER’ "Y.Z
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"LEAD

LOS ANGELES

AT LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA: (1) Will atempt to
determine s tralning a Negro army
in the Watts area and the extent of his envolvement. with
the Deacons of Defense and Justilce. :
(2) Will advise Bureau and New Orleans of any -
other activity in Los Angeles on part of SIMS and YOUNG.-=
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L LD STATES DEPALTMENT 6. . STICE - ;
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Los Angeles, California
September 248, -19€5

y cor:FﬁTIAL

DLACONS\ F D ENSE AND JUSTICE ]
' "The Deacons'';

“alco ]
CHARLES\A NS, Prosident,. }
Bogaldsa, Louisiana L=
RACTAL MATTERS
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S - TONF IAL
= . . DFEACONS OF DEFkw. -~ AND JUSTICE
w.algo known as "he Deacons';

. } CHARIES SIMS, President,
u ‘-_ Lopgelusa, Loulsiana
RACIAL MATTERS

1

(9]

=AY, -

“

In June, 1965, Charles Sims appeared on the |

g‘.a§ Louis Lomax televislon show in Los fAngeles where he

0 '
|

Para s b=y
m

¥ discussed the aims of the Deacons of Defen%e and Justice.
21
2 A source advised in September, 1965, that Sims

23 had received an unknown amount cf morey as a result of his
24 . sppearance on the Lomax show through a collection and that
25t the donatlons were made by many unkncown persons.

26 - :
27 Sources have advised in Aucust and September, 1965,
28 that they know of no contact Sims may have had with the
290, LAL-SWP of LA- -SHCC while he was in Los Angeles in June,
107 - 1965, :

¢

L

N
12t‘-
34"
i

36
9.
3&l;;
19

<0

il

12

3

44 : !
15 A sourcé-advised on September 22, 1965 that Charles /-
16 Sims, President, DS cons of Defense and Justlce, Bogalusa,

47 Louisiana, and A. Z.7{oung, President, Bogalusa Voter's League
18 devarted for Los Anﬁeles on September 22, 1965, where Young

49 1 1ls to appear on a Los Angeles television show.

20 .
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. o 1. CONFJAGNTIAL
.- DERCONS OF DIF.., .o AN'D JUSTICE
we 3180 known as ‘"The Deacons's
~ TIINRTES SIne, President,
s 0o lusa, Loulsiana
" RAC LY MATTERS

£ source advised on September 23, 1965, that Sims
and Young had arrived in Los fAngeles.

The following article appeared in The Press
newspaver, Rivercide, Californiz, City Edition, Septemver .
23, 1965 issue: -

v gt B R e b= bR 'ﬂ\pmdm@‘-h
T LAY . .

"TOMAX CHARGES JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY IES TO
EIOCK ‘'FREEDOM FESTIVAL'

. )

"The \John Birch Soclety hnas brought credible

pregsure'! Xo bear on sponscors of the DickiVan Dyke.

and Robert Naughn television programs to keep the

vAo stars from appearing in a 'Freedom Festival! i
vonight in San Bernardino, according to Louls |
Lomax.

“"Tomax, author and television commentator, |
epeaking to' a capacity audience at Riverside
Universalist-Unitarian Church las® night, said ‘
that as of last night Vvan Dyke, star of the comedy

snow tha% besrs his name, and Vaughn, star of ‘'The
Man From U,N.C.L.,E.! are still slated to appear
tonight in the show at Swing puditorium on the ’
Natlonal Crange Show grounds in San Bernardino.

A

"!We are fighting to the last ditch on thisf,
nz sald. ,

"Lomax has been a principal organizer of the
42 benefit show, with funds going to help civil
53 rights fighters in Bogalusa, La., and residents
44 of the Watts arca in Los Angeles who suffered
22 financial loss in the recent rloting.
17

"Entertainers scheduled to,appear in

18 ».. addition to Vap Dyke apd Vaughn ipnclude Negro
49 1_, \\Léomedians Dick Niregory,\Bill NCosby and Godfrey
L s ambridge, singer Sally Janes, San‘_grnardino
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| ) £ ' RO IAL
%W TATONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE :
_d;uo lmow 28 "The Deacons'; ?
vfr_‘;ﬂ. T_JES S L D X Pl”eS ident,
ngaltsa, Loulslana

RACTAL MATTERS ' . f
7 \\. ' \\\\E

o R ARG T

L

)

TR ’ N

130 ., . [Ifolk singers ually honas and Clade'dangan and

}g' /"1 the Sen Bernardino combo 'The Fasades.'

6 "Lomax cited the Birch Society pressure as '
. ‘an example of the fact that the civil rights o
L8 . fight 1s not confined to the South. SR X
20 e Az znother example, he told the audience -1
21 last night that at a memorial service for Adlal

22 Stevenson held in Bogalusa, a stocky white man

23 . with a Confederate flag-styled vest stood across

24 . the street and shouted, 'You better pray, you black

2575 - niggers, 'euz Jou re ganna die.! !;

5 ) \/ L

"The man vias Cenniel Qynch Lomax sald, ‘*And

ggﬁ‘ guess where he's from.'

300 "Lynch, a selfsstyled fundamentalist preacher

i and active raclst, lists himself as a San Bernardino AU

325 razsident. o '
- "On the same noint, that clvil rights problems f

35 arc not confined to a few areas in other parts of

36, she country, Lomax said, 'I've never been in this :

b P clty before in my life, but I'11 bet 15 czents I

IR could get in my car, cross the railrocad tracks N

33 and £ind a Wabbs right here. Am I right?! ‘

i “The c¢ivil rights struggle, he said, 1s

fa no longer just a moral matter, 'It's a survival

b matter.!

44

15 "1The very survival of our civilization

:? and our moral lives is involved.'!

18 "The looters in the Watts area, he said,

49 . were people from whom our soclety has failed to

>0 provide for their daily needs. He told of a man

1 carrying a sofa out of a furniture store and

saild, !'The tradegy is the Los Angeles economic
soclety does not provide that man a way to get
that sofa any other way.' :
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U DRACONS OF DEFSHSL AND JUSTICE
“Talzo lmown as "The Deacons™;

AT e

- CAANLES 8Tk, President,

g Bosalusa, Louisiana

RACIAL MATTLRS

"While the natlonal unemployment rate among

vailtes 1s the lowest 1t has ever been, at 4.6 per
. cent, the rate for Negroes 1s 13 per cent and the
rate In Watts is 34.9 per cent, Lomax saild.

""What we once called the Negro revolt is

becoming a class revolt, a struggle between the
haves and the have nots,! he szid.

“The present struggle is a great challenge,
Lomax sald, because ours is a great country.

"*The experiment we are meking 1s the noblest
man has ever conceived. VWe can lead the whole

world to a Periclean age. No one man can do 1it.

{0 cne woman can do 1t. But each must do what
he can.!

"Lomax introduced A. Z. Young, a leader of
the Bogalusa civil rights movement, who, he said,

[, IR

has had his home shot into, acid poured on his
34 car and has been physically abused, but now works
a5 side by slde in a box factory with the Klansman
56 whe shot at him.
23
-l "Young told the audience of determined efforts ° |
19 of" the Xlu Klux Klan to halt the civil rights move-
30 ment in Bogalusa, which, he said, were no: successful.
3
4é "!The Klan is on the way out,! he said. !'They
23 stiil ride, but now they are careful when they ride
44 and where they ride.t"
‘e .
42 A source advised on September 24, 1965, that approx-
17 imately 600 persons attended the "Fresdom Festival' on September
18 23, 1965, at the San Bernardino, California, Orange Show
49 Auditorium. Entertainment was provided by Dick Gregory,
20 Sally Jones and San Bernardino locail talent.
31
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o C%jF TIAL ¥
. DEACONS OF DEF.....S AND TUST]"‘E
nlzo known as "The Deacons"
_””’WTFS SIMS, Presildent,
‘Doralusa, Loulsiana
NLCIAT, MATTERS

et

12 This source said that Charles Sims and A, Z. Young

13 vere introduced by master of ceremcnies Iouls Lomax as members E
147 of the Deacons of Defense and Justice. Sims did not take i
5 - active part in the functions but Young gave a five minute !
16 talk concerning how badly the people of Bogalusa, Loulsiana, A
L7 need money, He stated that the money collected at this l
18 .. affalr would be used for the purchazse of clothing for the ¥
tgi;qk childr»cn of Bogalusa and for the payments of fines and

J0T®T ball for civil rights workers in Bogalusa. g
21 |
2 This source advised that no announcement was made

23 - as to the total amount of money collected. The tickets

24 - originally sold for $5.00 but several days prior to this

250 31falr, tickets were sold throughout San Bernardino for

.00 for advlts and 50¢ for children. Certain patrons
ntrih ved more than $5.00 but that these individuals or
how ruch they gave 1s not known. The affalr was not a success.

N
Yoo
B B §
) &

107 This source advised that no comments were made

Il concerning future travel of Sims or Young. :
125 i
33> & source advised on September 27, 1965 that :
34° neither Sims nor Young appeared on the Louls Lomax television |
5 show on September 26, 1965, and that he knows of no other

36 appearances scheduled for Sims or Young. ‘
38 :
3BT Sources utilized above have furnished reliable

39 information In the past.

10 -

31 This document contains neither rocommendations nor

12 conclusions of the FBI. It i1s the »roperty of the FBI and is

<3 loaned to your agency; it and 1ts contents are not to be

44 distributed ocutside your agency.
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DEACONS O DLFLNSE AND JUSTICh .
~ - - also known as® The Deacons T
Lt CHARLES SIMS ‘eslident,
° Bpgalusa, Louisiana
fl RACIAL MATTERS
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APPENDIY
LOS ANGELES LOCAL - SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY (LAL-SWP)

‘et g p

On May 18, 1965, a confidential source adviced
that the LAL-SWP has been in existence sincs the 1930's and
continues to exist. The source further advised that the
LAL-SWP 1s a local branch of the National SWP with aims and
rurposes identical to those of the National SWP.

Lol =)

Gt The SYWP has been designated by the Attornei General
of the United States pursuant to Execubtive Order 10450,
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. M emorandum |
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#YT'L% DIRECTOR, FBI PATE: 9,30 /65 i
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' riNE I
SAC, BOSTON (157-372) C0 d’hT
{,b \p\}r ETM IS 1 ,"CL"\QFTFIED

\ E‘{(""‘"‘ STy -rpE SH.\V;

OIHIPRISE

——————

PUBLICATION "“REBELLION"
INFORMATION CONCERNING -

De.cen ol 1DeTvnse, 2nd TUS
Enclosed for the Bureau are eight coples of

-

_q.__._
ad

, !
(430 a letterhead memorandum concerning captioned matter. !G
22 Copies of this letterhead memorandum are being (;ﬁ
23 - disseminated locally to the 108th Intelligence Group and .
24 . to Secret Service in view of the militant tone of the (}
Ls,n newspaper as displayed by 1ts masthead which states -
26 "Better to Right on Your Feet Than to Live on Your Knees. 51
27 g
28 il

o
<
o 1

Y

1d

/
:g | | 10 cL ,iﬂsss | ,
| E——T

This letterhead memorandum i1s belng classifiled
CONFIDENTIAL since it contains information furnished by
%W confidential informants of continulng value whose
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'BS 157-372 CONF, RN TIAL

identitles could logically be disclosed from this infor-
mation which could compromise their future effectiveness
and be detrimental to the national interests of the
Unlted States.

The Boston Division will continue to follow
thils matter and report any pertinent developments.
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A characterization ol RAM iz attached heret
and the sources wonbicned therein have furnished l
reliable lnlof*““lon in the past.
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< s ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
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;- DON FREZEMAN, described as the "Father" of RAM and referred to

APPENDIYX

On Novemk+:» 3, 1964, a source made available a
document entltled “iie Revolutionary Action lMovement lManifesto,"
the document having been cbiained by the cource from an
individual ltown to be a member o the Revolutionary Action
Movement (RAM). M

This document stated, in part, thet RAM was officially
orgenized in the Winter of 1963 by Afro-Americans who support
the revo1utlora~y objectives of ROBERT F., WILLIAMS, now
residing in Cuba, and his concept of orgaaized viole“ce to
acnieve tne liberation of the Afro-Americen people in the
United Stetes., Tnls Manifesto disclosed that RiM had oriented

ts program to cne of education and politicel revolution and
the organization of a2 "black"” political party with revoluuionary
objectives, having recognized the need for z "black revolution®
that could and would cseize power. RAM philosophy is described
in this dccument as one of revolutionary FablOHEliSW, that 1s,

one involving the str uzgles of the nonwhite races of the world
against exnloitation and enslavement oy the while capltallst
and dloperizlist nations.

Re sﬂlalng WIDLIAMS, it should be noted thet on

Lugust 28, 1961, a Federal warrant wes issuzd at Charlotte
No*’b Ca;o’lng, charging nim with Unlawful Plignt to Aveid
Prosecution for the crime of kidnapping. Subseguent §o the

. issuance of this warrant, WILLIAMS fled the United States to
Cuba, wrnere he now publishes a monthly newsletter entitled
""The Crusader” from Havana.

sber, 1964, advised RAM is

he capitalist system 1In the
necessary, and to its replacement
Z ystem oriented toward the Chinese communist
on of Marxicm-Leninism. RAM ie entirely nonwhite
D, cl&n aesu¢ne in nature, and cowes its primary

sl ciance to the "Bandung World," that 15, tne nonwhite races
Lo vine world rather than to any natlonal entity, as such.
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On November 16, 1964, a2 second source advizeC he
learned recently from an RAM mewmper that the organizztion
begen in Detroit, Michigan, largely under the impetus of
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2. APPENDIX
REVOLUTICONARY ACTION MOVEMENT CON_ !"._.'_T,IAL

. formal headqgua

as R&i’s "3lack Stalin." TFREEMAN served as RAM Chazirman,
with JMAXWELL STANFORD, now of XNew VYork City, formerly of
Philliadelpnia, Pennsylvaniz, serving as RAM Field Chairman.

This scurce stated in May, 1965, there has been no
rters, as such, for RAM but that headquarters
have been with FREEE@.N since he ..z

played such a dominant role.’

in the leadership of and has dirccied the policies and
activities of the organiaaulon.

Vithin recent months, &ccopding Lo the second source,
dissension within HAM has become CVldch and some dlscat¢sLactlon
with FREEMAN's leaderchip has arisen. So far as is known, how-
ever; .e rimains the titular leader of RAKM. ‘l

B

o date, according to the second source in May, 1965, -|
RAM has organized units and wmembership in several of the larger ’
cities in the United States east of the Mississippi River and
the organization is currently active in attempting to recruit
new members and expand its sphere of influence.
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Boston is believed to refer to a meeting of the Deacons

at Doston since the YMCA where the Deacons! meeting was
held is new ard the circumstances of the whlte rroup

beinz asked to leave the meeting fits with the group mentloned
in refereneed letter.

The paper, '"Rebellion" mentioned in the LHM has
been previously brought to the attention of the Bureau.

IS e T

. Bogton will continue to follow the activities
-of this group end report any pertinent inflormation. ‘




UNIx . -STATES DEPARTMENT OF ,u. TICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Boston, Massachusetts

FNG A - Y e
P N 4

October 6, 1965

FRIENDS OF THE DEACONS, also known as s
DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE,
DEACONS

- SV IFSRW NN

August 20, 1965

60 B 6 Rygrp 4 0 e e b P
o

'0.

&

2 had telephonically advised him that he had

3 ' received & rumor that 2 meeting of some militant Negro
24 . group was to be held at the Young Men!s Christian Association o
257 (YMCA), Huntington Avenue, Boston, on August 22, 1965. J97(1L
L _ 1j
27, q edvis ed that he had confacted the b7
28 - Huntington Avenue A and determined that they were i

!
29 maware of any such meeti to be held there. On investi- |
30 7 -gating further,ﬂ advised that hemd learned through }

that a group calling themselves the acons was to

337 neet on August 22, 1965 in the afternoon at the new YMCA,

34 401 Warren Street, Roxbury, Massachusetts. As far as

E could determinse, this was a Negro group and

iﬁw believed that it was probably the one referred to by :
g . i
39 On August 21, 1965, a source who has furnished !
30 reliable information in the past advised that there exists

il in the South an organization known as! the Deacons. The source
12 described this crganization as an armed Negro vigilante group
23 arganized for the purpose of protecting the wives amdchildren
44 of the Negroes in the South.

16 The source advized that on Sunday svening, August 22,
17 1565 at 3:00 P.M. a group calling themselves the Deacons was
i8 to meet at the YMCA on Warren Streebt, Roxbury. The source
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tated he was not aware of whethdr this iroup was actually an .

~extensiecn of tiae Southern Deacons or whether they had aszumed :
this name on their own. , i

gt e ;0

R RUNCARWINEL

bl

il On Auzust 23, 1965 J:)’?Q
12 advised that on Auzust 22, 1665 at 3:00 V' .™. .

4 b7D
i4

was present at the YMCA buildinzy, LD1

15 arren street, Roxbury, Massachusetls, and obzerved a small i

36  group of persons, both Negro and white, moat of wham were

17 men, in attendance at a meetinz a%t the YMCA hall,
-stated that the meeting had no sooncr starked than

19 e young Negro whose identity 13 unknown 'L'o_
50 i&nd who wag offi clating at ths meetineg, requosted
:l the wnite persons no leave. AL this puint, Colonel “iomis
32
53

i
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Wright, Ezecutive Secretary of the YMCA, stopped the meeting a
“and told the speaker trat the meeting would have to ccme %o & ¢
close if people were excluded from the meebing beceuse of
their color, The Negro officiating at the meeting told the
Colcnel that the white persons present who were gnown to

2
3
4
g .him were sympathetic to the purpose of the meeulng and were
8

T

in accerd W'ltb. his request that thsy leave,

_ Cclonel wright stated that no white person would B
9 ....,.% ve LG leave but the group of white persons present left’ 1

hall remainkg in the lobby of the YMCA unbtil the meetbting I
OV . &

qstated that donations were asked
abt this meeling and several speaches were made siressing

difficulty mnder which the Negro race live in the South
: the necessity groups such as the Deacons in the South |
27 . receive financial support to enable tham fo continue to 1
23,' .operate., ‘These speeches were interspersed with entertainment O
e & Calypsoc band. '

|
f
| - . |
i
|
1
E
i

30

31‘-' stated that the permit for use of ths
3124 . hsll was taken out in the nam the Deacons bs

33

34 et

g —sta sed that several days prior to the (L
36~ Mesoting, flyers were distributed in the Roxbury ares of 1D

3#“3’%)11, Masaachusetsts which announced a rally prﬂ”O_'ed by
ygv--+he Bosten Friends to Support the Deacons for Jefencze and .

1g  Justice. According to the nyM*, the rally was sponsorasd {
10 by the Boston Achion group and "kebellion", Tne flyer

11 annocunced that speskers would consist of a represantative

32 of the Descons, a Roxbury victim of police brutality anl

137 the editor of "Rebellion",
14

45 *sta’ced that "Rebellion” i3 o miiitoni
16 ty')e newspaper pubilistied in mimeographed form by o Dostan

17 &roup of Civil Rights worker:. [ ENEEGEGNPG :: ated Lha

18 Eoston Acsion greup 15 & resclavly ovgenizad Clell Wighls aepur
39 lecated in the ‘?')Y,bu_r"y ereas of Boston,; ilassachusstbis, ’
50 ‘

1 AL the maoiing at the YMOA, a socond mime gy i

52 flyer was disiribused anhouncing = meeting of “Deanas Tov
53 Defense", The subject of “he meeting waz to he *hn L.o9

—w ,-7_:
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E CONFYENTIAL

%

“Angeles riot, The meeting was to take place on Auguat 26,
1965 at 8:00 P.M. at the Boston Action group headquarters,
" 384 Blue Hill Avenue., The flyer stated that additional
information cculd be obtained by calling telephcne numbser

- Li2-9053.
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hoo A characterization of Student Committee for Travel
;_;; to Cuba is attached hereto.
?V' ; A characterization of the Progressive Labor Party

" i3 attached hereto.
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This document contains neither recommendations nor
nclusions of the Federal Buresu of Investigation. It
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loaned %o your agency; it and its contents are nct to be
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APPENDIX

- COMMITTEE TO DEFEND RESISTANCE
TO GHETTO LIFE (CERGE)

. . A source advised on February 3, 1965, that CERGE
was formed on November 1, 196}, as a front of the Progressive
Labor Movement (PLM), presently known as Progressive Labor
Party (PLP). All personnsl which comprise the committee
wgre PLM members. CERGE was organized to raise finds for the
43553&J41n.order that the PLM will have money for bail when it

21 '~ becomes necessary. The people connected with CERGE hope to
22 build it into a national organization.

23 .

AN WV RN WE YL

e L R L T N NV JPOe
o e

24 A second source advised on March 5, 1965, that it
2575 is’ the plan of the PLM to recruit people into CERGE and use
“CERGE a&s a recruib ing front for PLM members, The PLM plans
to give instructions in Marxist philosophy and these who
respond will be advanced from CERGE to PLM membership.

A third.source advised on February 3, 1965, that
GERGE receives mail through Abbott Business Service, a
~-legitimate business operatiocn, 147 West L42nd Street, New
York, New York.

malntalna 1ts office at Room 617, Ore Union Sauare, New York,
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APPENDIX

oI g Y e

TUDENT COMMITTEE FOR TRAVEL TO CUBA o

"The Columbia Owl," weekly student newspaper of
olumbla University, New York City, December 12, 1962, issue,
age one, contained an article entitled "Students to Visit
uba During Holldays This article stated in part that

N T4+ b Moann b + FalBha N Ead ~
{he Ad Hoc Student Committee for Travel to Cuba was formed

I
|
Qctober 14, 1962, by a group of students from New York City l
n1v§r51t1es, the University of Wisconsin, Oberlin Colleg:. _ ]

i

— oy by re

meqwuw

'\-'("‘ o

rmene University of North Carolina, who stated that as
tudents they would like a chance to see and evaluate the
;¥ituation in Cuba for themselves and had received an offer
f transportation and two weeks' stay in Cuba from the
ederation of University Students in Havana, as guests of
he Federation. The Committee accepted the offer and applied :
>&0 the State Department of the United States for passport
>yalidation which was refused; however, over fifty students
;@lanned to defy the State Department ban and go to Cuba.

g A source advised on December 6, 1962, it was learned
%he Ad Hoce Student Committee for Travel to Cuba had recently been
ormed by the Progressive Labor Group.
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A second source advised on September 13, 1863, that during :
ummer of 1963, fifty-nine 1nd1v1duals traveled to Cuba the {
rs of the group were members of the Progressive Labor Movement:
sgcgsthe trip was planned and crganized by Progressive Labor Movement ‘

ers. . !

[V RN VY BV I V]

v
(¥

ommittee for Travel to Cuba was utilizing Post Office Box 2178,

5 A third socurce advised on October 9, 1963, the Student
Eew York, New York, as its mailing address.

4

1 On March 12, 1965,

 ——

1 "
1 advised as follows: %E:
1

g The Student Committee for Travel to Cuba (SCTC) was :
cdormerly known as the Ad Hoc Student Committee for Travel to Cuba

-pnd the Permanent Student Committee for Travel to Cuba.

>2 was a leader and participant of the 1963 trip to

1
: )a -and an organlzer of the 1964 trip to Cuba armdboth trips were
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APPENDIX
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‘i:STUDENT COMMITTEE FOR TRAVEL TO CUBA

2

3 By the Spring of 1964, the Executive Committee of

4  the SCTC was considered to be members of the Progressive Labor '
5 Movement.
by

g

No trip to Cuba or China was being planned by the
'SCTC for 1965. oo

J'

4‘-\ e 'wv':ﬁ“’fixﬁ‘if *-,‘—i.-"; :‘ __“-- .

"\ - o il P ik W

‘:5% e e B R
e .uuut¢¢ﬂ_w44.?**~\ﬂ‘;;;¥hnaé@ari- PR




i (s TR

5.7 . ;) ' .

5 RS Y

;. ONFRENTIAL

E'\,

9- .

;2 " PROGRESSIVE LABOR PARTY (PLP)

13- PROGRESSIVE LABOR MOVEMENT (PLM)

14

5. . A source advised on April 20, 1865, that the PLP,
16 formerly known as the PLM, held its flrst natlonal convention
1o April 15-18, 1865, at New York City, to organize the PLM into

18 a PLP. The PLP will have as its ultimate objective the
1Q-*ﬂg§tabllshment of a militant working class movement based on

20 tarxism-Leninism.
31 -
32 "The New York Times," City Edition, Tuesday, April 20,

23 1965, page 27, reported that a new party of "revolutionary socialisnm

24'_ was formally founded on April 18, 1965, under the name of the PLP.

25.:-. The PLP was described as an outgrowth of the PLM. Its officers

26';'were identified as Milton Rosen, New York, Pre51dent, and William

27 Lpton of New York and Mort Scheer of San r‘f&ﬁClSCO, Vice Presidents.

78 .. A 20-member Natiocnal Committee was elected to direct the party

zg%.\ntll the next convention.

s

3?-,1 According to the article, "The Progressive Labor Movement

324 - was founded in 1962 by Mr. Rosen and Mr. Scheer after they were

725 © expelled from the Communist Party of the United States for

34~ assertedly following the Chinese Communist line."

'}

S The PLP publishes the "Marxist-Leninist Quarterlv," a

z'-btheoretlcal magazine; "Progressive Labor," a monthly magazine;
"Challenge," a New York City newspaper; and "Spark," a west coast

39 newspaper.
i0 ‘

11 The June 1, 1965, issue of "Challenge," page 6, states

32 that, "this paper is dedicated to fight for a new way of life -

43  where the working men and women own and control their homes,

44 factories, the police, courts, and the entire government on

15 every level."

16

47 ~ The source advised that the PLP utilizes the address of

18 General Post Office Box 808, Brooklyn 1, New York, but also utilizes
19 an office in Room 622, 132 Nassau Street, New York City, where

50 PLP publications are prepared.

31
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