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LEADS
¥o leads &re being set out by the New Haven ofiice relative 576
4o the individuals suggested by as persons}l1D

who would have more complete knowledge O CURRIE'S duties in
view of the fact that New Haven does not lkmow the extent of

investigation conducted to dates

REFERENCE: Bureau letter to the washington Field Office,
- deted April 13, 195Le
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During this period
ministrative Assistant to the President.

UCHLIK EERNARD CURRIE was an Ad nte
floor of the old State D rtment building

He occupied offices on the second
in rooms 228 and

nitially, eccording to
CURRIE's assignments consisted of work on economic mtters. She

elieved he was the only economist on the White House staff at that timec

received his various assignments by memoranda directly from the President

or during conferences with him. She recslls that he was particularly concerned

with matters z£fecting the general economic picture, railroads, maritime

matters, farm income, and social security matt

He

o the staff of the Forei Economic Administration,

the period CURRIE was assigne
temporary building T

he also maintained offices in

he was concerned principally with the China Aid
ade at least two trips to China in connection with this Programe

Program and m

could not recallthat LAUCELIN CURRIE had any

particular associates on the White House Staff. 3he concluded thst all the
rssistents were very much concerned vith their own assignments and that there
was little contact or associstion among staff memberso. They someiimes

attended press conferences and there were infrequent informsl staff conferences
that CURRIE usually attended. She was unsble to designate anybody on the

%White House Staff ss 2 particularly close associate of CURRIE., She stated

that he did heve 2 wide circle of acquaintances throughout the Government; tut
that she was now urable to recall the identities of these with the possible
exception of the individuals with whom he was more or less in frequent routine
contact, such as members of the Cabinet, HENRY MORGENTHAU in particular, and
MARRINER ECCLES. He frefiquently contacted both these individuals on economic

and monetary matters. He also had some contact with JAMES V. FORRESTAL, ROBERT
PATTERSON, ROBERT IOVETT, and General DWIGHT D. RISENHOWER of the VWar Departmen®e
He was in contact with FRANK KNOX and Commander LEWIS STRAUSS of the Navy
Department. Concerning political matters. he was din frequent contact vith HAREY
HOPKINS and Judge SAWUEL ROSENMAN. could not recall specifically
the nemes or identities of any close associatés of CURRIE, *

advised that when CURRIE was concerned with economic matters, he wes genersll

in contact withﬁindividuzls in Govermment service converszn® with these matters
and could not now identify them. . VWhile CURRIE was engeged in the China #id
Program, he sought the assistance of many individuals who were presumably experts
- on Chinese matters.

—2¢
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was interviewed on

J With regerd to CURRIE's duties, she
recalled that during the first years in. this position he was engaged in the
preperation, drafting, and editing of political speeches. Then he spent
considerzble portions of his time working on matters of current consideration for

otential legislation, such as social security, retirement, and taxation.

* CURRIE usually received his assignments from the Presiden
by memorandz and replied in the .same mannere There were, as far as she recallsy

infrequent personal conferences with the President on these matters. She does

recall a perio¢ vhen he had frequent personal conferences with HARRY HOPKINS.

Except for the period when CURRIE was assigned to assist in the development

of the.Foreign Economic Administration Program, he spent the greater portion of
his time on China Aid. CURRIE hsd many acquaintances
in Government circies ancd sou eir nelp on many matters. He seened

particularly interested in the China Aid Progranm and sought advice of anyone
he believed could help him on this assignment. Mcoﬂd
not now recall or identify any of these individualsa. e was unaoie tostate

if he had any close associates on the Thite House Staff and stated that if he
‘did she was unaware of it. She believed thzt all members of the Staff had their
ovn assigrments in their specific fields and there was little contact among
them either offitielly or socially &< she recellse. was then asked
whom CURRIE would usually contact on monetary matters generally, to vhich sne
ave contacted individusls in the Treasury Department.

replied that he probably vould h

mmvised that CURRIE was in frequent contact with HARRY DEXTER WHITE

and M GEORGE SILVERNAN on these metters and thst he was in occasional
contact with V. FRANK COE, H/ROLD GLASSER, and WILLIAM L. ULIMAN, She advised
that she recalls that NATHAN GREGORY SILVERMASTER had visited CURRIE's Office

at lesst once but that she did not recall SILVERMASTER's name until his photograph
appeared in the press during the periods he was being questioned concerning his
activities by Congressional Committeess

‘-:od
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‘various in

was further oquestioned concerning CURRIE’s associztion with
Previously mentioned by her. She recalled psrticularly
ABRAHAM GEORGE STIVERMAN and stated that CURRIE often consulted with SILVERMAN
on various official matters on which he was working and that SILVERMAN
frequently and regularly visited CURRIE's Office., At the time LAUCHLIN CURRIE
joined the White House Staff, SILVERMLN was employed by the Railrozsd Retirement

Boards This close relstionship continued after SILVERMAN left the Railroad

Re;irement Board and transferred to another department; thought vas
the War Department or the Department of the interior. With reference to V.
rra1® CCE, (M steted the reletionship was the semeo She recalled that
CCE spent a great deul of time in the office of LAUCHLIN CURRIE when both were
associated with the Foreign Economic Administration.

i
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individu{als were also socia
of office hours.

with HAROLD GLASSER, though not to the same extent as mentioned 2 he .
aGvised that he also knew SOLOMAN ADLER and VWILLIAM L. ULLMAN.
specifically denied familiarity with the business or serious matters discussed

1

- Padviéed that to a lesser degree the relationships described L1e
above applied to HARRY D. WHITE and CURRIE. She stated that all of these

friends and saw a great deal of each other outside b?D
advised that LLUCHLIN CURRIE was 3lso friendly l

by CURRIE with any of these individuals and disclaimed any knowledge or

misconduct or subversive activity on the part-of any of them. Concerning

MICHAEL GREENBERG, she advised that he had worked with LAUCHLIN CURRIE on the

¥oite House Staff using a small office ioining CURRIE's oifice. She professed

to be somewhat mystified about GREENBERG and his duties. She believed he was
generally concerned with research matters and recalls his doing considerable i [

research with soil, minersl matters, and eonditions genérally in Chinae

: wa
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. . During that period Nevy persornel maintained e confidential room in
the White fouse, which actually was 3 clearing house and repository for 211
intelligence information to be made zveailable to the President and was generally
knovn as "The May Room." He believes that all intelligence informstion for the
President from a2ll intelligence agencies was jpitielly directed to that
officee He believes some Presidential Aides or Assistants may have had access
to the Map Room maintained by the Navye :

at his é’]&

During 570
here he had occasion to know the subject and had conferred with

him in an official capacity, but he does not now recall the nature or details

of CURRIE's activities, nor does he have any recollection of CURRIE's close
associates, personel acquaintances, Or specific duties. he recalls him only ..
as a rather personable young man with spparently a wide acquaintance in
Government circleses

officea

e D,
b1e

"at,_his office at
éz7’)

"He knew the subject caesually
and was aware of his position on the White house Staff but never had any
occasion to contact him officially or per nally on any matter. He was unable

-1~ -
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“was interviewed on and advised that hé knew the subject when

WFO 100-21604

H

Sk 2 ¢
‘ Il s SE
to furnish any information concerning the subject!s associates, ac uaintances ;76

or specific” duties he was not aware of these.

advised that by specific direction no civilian on the White House
Staff had admittance to the Mep Room 2nd he lmows of only two exceptions to .

.this order and those were upon specific instructions of the fresident. One was

HAKRY HOPKINS and the other was GRACE TULLY, whose visits were very infrequent,
only to return to the Map Room confidential items the Fresident had reviewed
and was returning there for safekeepinge °

, was interviewed onh

was brought to Washington by JACOB VINER of Chicago University
as one of a group to conduct a survey of banking and monetary matters for the
Trezsury Uepartment. During subsequent service with the Government,
advised that he had occasion to confer with CURRIE at the White House cn various
matters pertaining to the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation and 4lien
Property Control.

connot recall any indication that CURRIE was anything
but loyal. Since he learned of the sllegstions concerning the subject through
the media of the press, he has frequently attempted to recall any indications
of any disloyalty on CURRIE's part but has failed to do s0. dvised
that in retrospect a remote persuasion that CURRIE may have had Communist
tendencies was the fact that CURRIE was an avowed &theist and chided him =znd
other associates for their religious affiliationse was _unable to_
furnish any information pertinent to this investigation.
e 8

Shost &b o

subject was .a Deputy Adninistretor for FEA, His relationship with CURRIE was
I 1N
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guaintances during 670
this period and was unable to furnish any information pertinent to this

was

casual.and _extended over 2 period of only s few monthse
unable to identify any of CURRIE's close associates or ac

investigatior, : e i e o .
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stated thet he does not recall any incident
or conversation durihg this associztion that would have led him to question é7 D
the loyalty of LAUCHLIN CURRIE to the United States.
he was aware of the allegations concerning CURSIE but was unable to furnish
any information pertinent to this investigation. .. =~

aw———

ipterviewved

aPXas serving as Deputy Administrator. &
probably limited to staff meetings., He stated that he admired LA
as a capable individual and respected his abilitye.

advise 2 e can nov res2ll only
one Close associzte that CURWIE had while on the staff of FEA and identifies
this individual as V. FRANK COE. could furnish no_.gc_i_c_iitional

information gconcerning -the subjecte

o

> was interviewed

Although he recalls tha URRIE was designated as |
2 member .of this Committee as a representative of the White House,

does not now reca at CURRIE had attended any of the meetings of this
committee He stated that he knew LAUCHLIN CURRIE only
very casuzlly and does not icve he met him more than a2 few times during his

entire govermment careere. stated that there was nothing he could
recsll in any of CORRIE's statements that would cause him to suspect CURRIE of
disloyalty. He was unable to identify any associates of CURRIE with the
exception of HARRY D. WnITE. He recalls that HARRY D. WHITE introduced CURRIE
‘to him when theyfirst came to Weshington in the early 1930ts. vas
una\ble to furnish any information pertinent to this investigation.s ™ '

R ekl SRR NI P S VT

as interviewed at his residence,

advised that he conferred with LAUCHLIN CURRIE oh matters of labor statistics
and recalls on seversl occasions discussing an analysis which CURRIE had
requested from his Bureau. LAUCHLIN CURRIE st that time was @ member of the
White house Stsif end requests he made for information from the Bureau of

-
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Labor Statistics were alvays of an official nature made directly by CURRIE 10
or through ISIDOR LUBIN. who was at tha t ime Commissioner of the Bureau of ,é

Labor Stati =

his impressions 570

now are that CURRIE was not present very often and if so he cannot now recall
* that CURRIE ever took an active part in any committee disucssions. q
was unsble to identify any associates of CURRIE emphasizing thet his contacis

with CURRIE were infrequent. stated thet while he cannot now
identify the particular nature or sudject matters of his contzcts with CURRIE,

e he sdvised that it was always in the field of labor statisticse. In discussing
. the allegations made against CURRIE#
g #advised that he considered at this time that such
- allcgations against CURRIE were highly improbablee was unable to

furnish any specific information concerning the subject“or~any information
ertinent to this invgstigation. ST e

at which time he advised that

CURRIE was a member of this committee but
.tﬁm?ﬁlh‘: attended more than a dozen or so conferences and meetings.

was_interviewed

sdvised that his associstion vith CURRIE was limited to attendance at
at he had no personal or official contact with him in
could furnish no info_xjx_r_gaj.;‘gpn concerning the

P

ese meetings and th
2 any other cepacity.
K subject in this matter.
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THE WASHINGTON FIELL OFFICE
AT WASIONGTON, DoCos
¥i11 locate and intervy 177 ¢

Will locate and interview

U : vill continue attemits +0 locate :nd interview_

REFERFNCE: Buresu letters dated April 28 and April 30, 15k
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SUGGESTED BUREAU INDEXING

No additionsl indexing required.
Derogatory information regarding
individuals listed herein other than
subject previously reported or is
currently being submitted by this
office in individual reports relating
to these persons.

Above applies, with the exception of

thoses names checked in blue ink on
f}gé%ihand margin, originsl peges.

New information. Normal indexing
suggested.

(Tnitials of {deld

dictating eviewing
Agent.)
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vas interviewed on
furnisicd the folloving information:

ani

recollection of IAUCHLIYF
PERNARD CUMRIE was around 1934 or 1035 vhen CURRIE came %o

. ‘Vlashington, D.C. and took a Govermnent position with the Board

of Goverrors of the Federal Heserve System as an Economic
Advisor.From about 1934 to 1939, CURRIE held other positions
in the Govermment, one of which vas believed to b&the Jorks
Prosress Administration. Sround 1937, CURRIE became A i-inistrative
issistant $o the President and held thet position until September
of 1042. waring tivis pericd of around 1934 to Septembter 1942,
w:d no sccigl contact with CURHIE. ‘e knew of
CURAIE durinz this period primarily by his reputztion and
occasion:lly he met him witdle in the course of his-officisl

dutiese.

C'miI&'s Connection ith
Forei:n ¥conomic sdmpinistration

Sometime

KOOSE7ELT indicated to
there hed been & great
"RRIE and other members of the Tihite

AT
o e b b}

in 1942, FPresident TRABKLIY D,

vas taken into the FEA 3s Acting Deputy ddministrator.
Duriny CUXRIT's temure with the T3\ as an cononic
Advisor, ne took pavt in sone of the planning %o aid various U.S.
allies bv econcmic and military assistance. This assistance WS
cosronly known as "lond-lease'. in addition, somz of his duiics
took in the task o7 supolyini the U.S. Armeg Forcas vith food

~apd material,

.. .
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! 'This position as Acting Deputy Administratolr Tixs held
“for a per od of sixty to nineb days,“
H CURnLE resigned and did not
oven inouire as uo sue rcason for his requested resiznetion. —
SN CRRif could not play @ part in 2y org@nization.
Brerytime he vas assigned to a particular duty he would never
complete it but would be enzaped in some other matter to which
he was not assijned.

For these reasons,

Ywis rosimetion wiis requasted.

. Juring this period of employrent,

thet CURRIE vas interested in the Cninese question. CUZIE tried
to get into the supervisory field of the ¥iA without success, where
the nub of the whole economic policy tovard Chipa ves determined.
This supervisory field vas the determining body as to the extent

of tne military and economic aid that China under Chiang Kai~shek -

would receive.

It wes noted that CRPRIE vas ‘very
anbi=Chiany Xei-shek® pecauss he considered i3t Chime under
Chizng xei-shek wus & corrupt rezime which did not represent the
Chinese people.

CTERIE's Duties at the White Youse

tpat from about 1839 to 1945,

CURRIE neld various oositions at the ‘hite Fouse, with the ] it

. exception of 1942 when he @s with ¥EA. He could not reveal

the specific duties of CURRIE wni:ie he was at the White ~ouse.

e surmised that CURRIE orepared memoranda on econonic plans

both foreirn and dom:stic. These memoramla were nrovably sent

to the President and the State Depariment. ooinicn
is bawed on his experience in Governrent circles. balieved
+haet C'PRIE had access to “very confidential material" irom the

sy
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’ A --’..'ij‘ ; ’
very rature of his position in the " hite House. The type of
/material which CURRIE would have access to wes not knovwn.

b/

- ‘
After CURRIE's resizmation in 1942, CURRIE leter
showed up as a menber of the iihite House staff whose office

s locabed in the old State Department Ruildingz. b1¢

: President ROCSZVELT did not learn until LD
scrietime laser that CUBRIE had returned to the .Jiite Tcuse
staff.
sciscellaneous

as long as he knew CURRIE qe

Le never vas in social contact with him nor did he have any A
intimate knowledge of his activities. Their acquaintance vas 570

limited to times wren their paths crossed due to officizl dutizss.
e nlso hoted that he has not met CURRTE since 1944 viien he
. went to Chira on a.diploratic mission.

, — CURRIE as a very intellizent

o and eduec.-ted person who had a lot of book knowled;e. Iowaver,

’ ne lackes ability end always thought he was rizht. =z described

. CURRIE as & “conniver® and "2 busybody who had more dsmned

“jdeas than 2 do- hed fleas". fle again said that because of the
1ack of social contzct with CURRIE he did not know any of nis
person:l ascociatns butb assumed that his associztes viere
individuals in Govermient circles.
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.
stated thet his eariocnce

+Ath CURRIE did not iixicate tnat he ever vas disloyal to the

Urited States Govermient.
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stataZ vhet he had no knowledss of CVRRIE'S
duties as an Asgsistent tdministrater to the President at
the White Fouse “ut recalled that CURRIE was an economist
and presumed that ‘:'513 white House functions were in this
fteld, . o

zd the is'eeling that
TRNIE was somewhat anti-Sritish, He could recall no
specific stataments madé by CURRIE which gave him this

" feeling wnd statsed tbob he had no indication at any specilic

time that CURRIE ectually was anti~3ritish,

pointed out that &ty that tire
2r slly 6f the MMnitoed States but that CUARIE

gl e woT &
ing " to sham feveririgm tewsrd Reesia and he had no

-
dfd ncth

feeling thut CURRIE was sympathetiec to Russiwe Or the form
of goyommant in Russis, - .

bl

b1¢
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B ucquainted with an assccicted with CNRRIE from upproximately

. th=t these allegations had puzzled nin, for no informstion

~_E with GTRRIE or from any other sovrce that CURZIE might

Y 10G=55069

pre .
L71D

was interviewed

uri ng' this tine he was

the summer of 1643 until October, 1G4>-

4 was aware ,0of the
allsgations thut had been mede corcarning (URRIE end stated
rad ever =ome to his zttention either through his esscciation

heve besn ¢ Communist Party member or o momber of &
He sbteted thut tie knew CTURRIE auite

censpiratorizal
well

. POUD .

it was Mis sunderstunding
th.t prior to CURRIE'S associztion with FLa that CURRIn
had been £2rly close to the President in a position which
he beljeved to be &s an economic advisor on monetary
problems, He could give no further information concerning
CURRIE'S position or duties at the White House,

. on one occesion during

.world war I1 LEOV RLUM, who was the leader of the anti-

- Communist regime in.france, was in the United Statts end
during his visit endeavored to obtain a loen from the United
States for the French Government, He stuted that RLUM
was very anxious to consummate this loan before his departure

from the United States in order to strengthen the standing
. of his party in France, CURRIE'S
position with regard to the Lotn was one of sympathy toward

the French and that CURRIE had done nothing to delay or
block this loun. : :
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NY 100-95069

would define CURRIE'S
.belicefs «s an individusl who believed ia ‘liberzl cupitalism"
K3 stutud thut by this he meant that he bslicved thut
i CURRIE, uith respect to his econonmic beliefs, followed
d thae Cambridge School of kconomics in his way of thinking
end wes o disciple of JOHN MaYHaRD IEYNES. He stubed that
i .t %o 'his ¥ncwledge CURRIE wus not dogmutic or fanutic in his
B Yelliefs.

. ~hz‘;d not bsen intinate
T ~ sociglly witn CURRIE but that he hud bad dlnner once or

twice cii CTRRIE'S home ut which time he met GURRIE'S wifo,
He st.ted thet the last time he saw CURRIE was in l9u8,
when CURRIE wus in New York City and to lunch
with him. Subsequently, a friend, no en cd by
he was going to Colombia, South amcricg
d this friend to say hello to CURRIE for

tol

fﬁ%%ished

7

3 at v imes
during Wwor ar 11 to ¢ Mzap Room in the YWhito House,
where matters of a confidential nature wer: delivered. by
varicus government agencies, and retaincd for the atteéntion
of the President,

was intervicwe
thaet he was not accuaintzd with LAUCHLIN CUR end could
furnish no information concerning him or his position or
duties at the White House,

Ho stated that on infroouent occusions he
took information of u confidenticl nature to the White House

L7¢
LI D

1

Lie
L0
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interviewed on

these visits werec in conncction with operational and war

plans and had nothing to do with the delivering of confidentiel
material to the President, He stated thet he had never met
LAUCHLIN CURRIE and could furnish no informaztion concerning
him, his position or duties at the White House, or the
allegations concerning CURRIE,

. interviewsd on

TUEATT L gy

V. 100-9L069 e T

.1d deliver:d it to the Neval aide in the Map Room for %‘
safekocping until the Presidont could see it vnle 3ss the

Anformation wes designated “eyes only" in which cuse he wovld
tuke it directly to the President himself,

!

"/ bl -

b1e
57D

stuted that during this entire period he only
o White House on two or threc occasions and that

was

He advised that he hed never

met CURRIE and could furnish no information concerning his
position or dutiecs at the White House, or concerning the
allegutions regarding him,

- P =
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LEAD

WASHINGTON FIELD
At Washington, D. C.

Will report results of «ll interviews conducted
by Weshington Field. :

: Will conduct interviews authorized by wnd such
investigetion as instructed by the Bureau,

NEW YORK
it New York, New York

%111 conduct such interviews as may bhe suthorized
by the RBureeau,

REFERENCE: Report of s;.— 4/8/54, NY 57(/

myreau letter to Washington Fiecld, L/28/5k
nuresu letter to New York, L/28/5L .
Washington Field letter to Buresu, 5/12/5k4
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LAUCHLIN BERNARD CURRIE, was. ESPIONAGE - R
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 SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

v

Also in frequent contact with €8 mon

an Administrative Assistant to President Roosevelt at the time,
. had no knowledge re CURRIE!'s duties in this connection,

ts loyalty to the United States.

E“_ : «RUC~ AND FIELD OFFICES
&

he first met CURRIE when employed
" CURRIE®s position at the time,

“:A RO Hr‘}

when CURRIE was being groomed to take over as Deputy Admjm.strator of FEA.

s being a ®"know it all"™ type of man, Stated he never had reason to quese

APPROPRIATE AGEUCIES N

v ‘ ADVISTD BY ROUTTRG ‘
Ny (VB W ) \-

by the Treasury Department but could not recall
e He stated he saw very little of CURRIE dnring this
pe .

of 19

Describe

relate

o ta . aai e

APPROVED AND -

advised that hs did not know what

?'1."

.
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oo egidn whard,

U ) C0\13: o< b10
T tho State Departmen Washington, De Coe sed he was in frequent contact

R ments were being made to consolidate lend-lease, Board of €conomicidetfare and
RoA the fsleads and Rehabilitation Administration inte zation, namely, the
“*+ Foreign Economic Administration.

_ Deputy Director of FEA in Jamuary, 19kk,
s ' advised he has had no contact with CURRIE since that time. He related that ~

i
e

CEEE Y R AP
n i.l . : K

T ¥E 851660 m%u

) e

oTEts duties were es Administrative Assistant’to-the President.

with CURRIE during the last three months of 1943, during which period arrange-

- know what Cl ts duties were prior to this period, other t
title of Administrative Assistant to the President, He stated CURRIE was made

he did not like CURRIE personallyibat CURRIE was a vain "know it all® type of mane
He stated he never had reason to question CURRIE's loyalty to the United Statese

«BCen

E g$~ TIAL
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Washington Field letter to Bureau ‘dated L~19-5ke
Bureau letter to New York dated }4=28=5ke o
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: KICHMOND ~ ! MALZ 12HICH MADE
N Byl 222 B
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; LATUCHLIN BRVARDL CURRIE, was. 4 i { ESPIOBAGE - B 4? :
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2 o DECLA 15 é! .. ......1 - £ 0/.53,' s.%‘& !
i * l OP Ok‘ 1fi“‘C‘I'S: ON. ;n‘----cc!ccccdﬂ (= Q/', 4/06\;
::‘ : ,'4)
K E IOPﬁTFY 3ACOY CURRIE on 5/3/53 in Coruoration Court, Alexandr
S f Virginia, started vroceeding to divorce subject on grounds vf <= ?22
* . desertion und acbendoument. Final decree estdol¢,3¢ng divorcefid? L
. . wes granted 11/30/53. Subject used nams of 3:iiféRD UURRIA. Ha % L
. Proonrtv agreeqent between them gave DORITHY CURRIE £350 »er . T Qo
T ronth :n edditicn to remaining &s beneficrury of two life ;I L Ol
: ¢ zpsurance volicies on lile of subject. DOPOTHY CURRIE res:i¢gf . o
: 22y Y, 4lfred Ltreet, Llexandria, Virginia. ,@R:' < FF\“»\
N o AN
e : ; It =
) RUCa / : ~f, ~%
- i E : . ;b‘

TITLILG: Records of tas Carvoration Court, #lexandria, Yirgiia ———t
= reflect tnat under Chancerv Cese ¢8539, D°R ’,ZEE :

.~ =XTURRIE on fusnust 3, 1983, entered action %o d.vores
’ : -ori"the grounds of Gssertion and abandonaurt dating

wnen sudject went to Columbia. .iirs. (UM l.sted her a
since ‘eptembsr, 1083, as 224 Yorth ilfred Ltrest,

* Yirginia. Shs noted irn aer votition thet th: anda IURUAL
Lier husbané, formerly rasidsed &t 729 South 274t Striot,

\)\ 1 Virginia,
N
‘\\) ¥ ] .
“(Lj The record of this divorce procssarny
:ig on Ioveaber 30, 21953, LORCTEY B4ACOW UURIKLID wis
NI dserec which sstablished lier divorce from nd: “.“"
™
'cqu - 7r
AN in the record of thais proceedins, it is noted tuat

ths subject anc uis wife sntered into an agreeient, wialch decaus t
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FH 65-1834

part of thus divorce opavers, wasrein the subject was to vay

DOROTHY CURRIE %350 per month. He also agrecd to keap in

cffsct, pay ths oromiavms, «nd not to chanie the benoficiary

of a $20,000 life insurancs policy "t his own lxfs. Tho

beneficiary under the policy :is DOROTHY CURLIZ and the folicy

1s with ths iassachusctts Mutual Lifo Insurance Ce. Subjsct

also ggrsed to koep in offcct and not caangs boneficiary of & .

R e Y
.

<

. ~3,00 1ifz insuranca policy which he carries on his 1ife with
= . * the Drydock Savings ‘3ank, Mew York, . v, Ths propcrty ssttle-
oo ment agresd upon betwsen the two pertics stipulated thet subjsct
o wes to maintain ths will he then had ip ofiovct which would give

cE ot nig two childron, L. K PoA~¥CTHRIE end BODERICK -+ETLRIZ one
e half of the subjsct's cstate.

At th2 tims of tho final accrse, Fovember 30, 1953,
subjact was in dogota, Colurbia. Ther:s was nothing .n the fi1ls
¢f th. Givorce procsudings which inaxcétos that he contested

. ths givorcc. Tho propsrty ssttlemont indicates that ho wishod
S to sso ths divorco porfuectod.

- . Thes filos of the policu departmont wnad bﬂ£>
o m Soth Alurandris, Virginia, do rot rorlect any rucord
10r > suvjsct or LOROTIY B2COL CULRLL. '

- .

- RUC -
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SDMINISTRATIVE 24GH

. In ths cvent DOROTHY CUERid is intoerviswed it 1s to
be noted thut if sho has any indication at &ll that isr formor
husbund is going to b¢ prosecuted and if tho prosccation 1s
successful, his incong anG means of livelihood woula bo cut
off, thoroby cutting off har alinmony of 350 psr month which .
he is ordsrod by the court to pay, Nrse CURRIE mey be sxtrimely
raluctant to furrvich uny information. howsver, it 1ie possible
sho may be willing to divulge inrormation about ths subjcet &s’
she mey have built up & groat dislike for him bscuzuse ho civorcoad
her in ordsr to murry & Columtian woman

Cif «n intorwisw with DOROTAY CURKIE is orderid, 1t

js cuggasted that tho interview be conducted by the WD wiirch
nes v Gotailod knowlsdgs of tho activities of the subjsct.

Ncw York airtol to Buroau 6/3/5L.
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LAUCHLIN BER¥AXS CURRIE, was.

CHARACTER OF CASE

ESPIONAGE - R

2

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

time he adviced that he was

AT WASHINGTOM, D.

pertinent o this investigation and did not kmnow the su

information.

A

was interviewed on 2t which
not in vashington during the ver io0d &7
bject.

could..

APFROPRIATE AGENCIES
AND FIELD OFFICES

ADVISZD EY RSUiIHG,

SLIP(S) OF

P -

-

C. \’

DETAILS:

office

I'I e

participate in any GOl
scated that he was 'ware of
ia

zcqua
T.ASS. a:EXT BY.5,

ted

advised that he did not
1T briefings at the

_ the White iouse but naver visited there
1th ita detailed opevrations or pers

DATE .7.7&»»/” b

was intervisved in his
cdvise

o b
a4

be

0

7C
70

attend or
aite Bouse. e

the functions of the Ilap ~oocu wt

and veo not personslly |
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WFO 100-21004

-further advised that he did not know the subject or any of the
several i1isn aidec assigned to the Vhite House staff.

wies unable to furnish any inforwation pertinent

was intervizwed
at her resiaence

advised to.ct gne
cannot now particularly recall the identities of his associates
with the following exceptionssi.

During the period of some congressional hearings the
results gf waich were generally publicized, she recalled that
Lﬁpgg;;gugggggg had frequently acsociated with certain individusals
~fdentified cduring the course of those hearings. Che stoted tuct
CURRIS lunched on guitz a few occasions with ABiiiu GZIORTH
SILV. iiiail, HAR]Y DRXTeR J11%, -and FRANK COE. COS was also
employed at FZi during this period and was freguently in CUZRIZ's
office. ©She recalled the name of GREGORY SILVIRM,icTil cc that
of an individual whom CURRIE contacted at the Departmuent of
Agriculture but she wes unaviare of the nature or extent of thece
contacts., She does not reocall that SILVERMASTIR ever visited

AT v 3
cunniitte oifice

T ) ) ; 11{\‘. . AR CINIALTLL
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ADMIIISTRATIVE PAGE

S LEADS

. WASHINGTOHN FIELD OFFICE:

AT VASHLIGWOI, D. C.:

1111 continue to conduct such investigetions as
raquested by the Bureau and the office of origin.

REFER=ZHCE: i/ashington Field report dated iay 185, 1954
Burceu letter dated April 28, 1954




AN
i i e o i e A s T i R A R e s
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1 CHICAGO 6/15/5h |  6/8,s/Sh EPG:rks
H
- ’_. yms / CJ‘\ ' }\ CHARACYER OF CASE .
}I \‘,\') . LAUCHLIN BERI@.@ CURRIE, was. ESPICHAGE - R
‘ ‘( DECLASSI 5 g
T SYNOPSIS OF FACTS! : ON... f SO -sp.-Z?b
. was interviewed on 5 a0 \
: hea
H never met him. I )
\. .. . 1 \f,_ﬁ.' - e . Ao
S o~ i a
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S alinS
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NS EE
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N EE
NISEE
'i: ﬁ was assigned to the Map Room in the V"hite House and had
®  whatsoever with the Vhite House. He further stated that the name of

cause he recalled reading

familiar to him be

his name in the newspapers some years

ago; however, he ¢

laimed that at

kY

hat he knew of no 1nfonnatlon con—-
ad in the newspapers. T

no time did he ever peet CURRIE and tl
cerm.ng hm other than whe.t he had re
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/ ADNTNISTRATIVE PAGE
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.. YASHINGTON FIBID - DNFORIATION
I: One copy of this report is being designated for the information
o of the Washington Field Office in view of their active investigation in
this case.
REFERENCE
Chicago air-tel to the Bureau dated 5/19/5h. L Qe

v  Report of SA dated Sélh/ﬂ; at Chicago.
L WFO letter to the Bureau dated 5/13/5L. Y
Bureau letter to New York dated 1/28/54.
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-described period with the President’s trative Assistants, and that he

at which time he a

did not kmow them persomallye. He stated that the assistants did not have
access to classified information in the Map Boan of the White House unless
they obtained it through the President, -or other high officials who had access

to ite

o " 414 not, know kiry CURRIE; that he
never met or spoke to him, but that he recalls the name through seeing it in

the newspapers after the war as havin n an Administrative Assistaat to
the Presidents did not know whether CURRIE

held the position.of strative Assis 4o the President during the time

*m assigned to the White House.

61¢
on

es sion, He 8 that he was never assigned to 570
o of the White House dwring World ¥ar II, and only later
advised that he was assigned to

by SAs-of the Los
duty in the Map Ro
heard of its existence

smation .pertinent _to_this investigation

He could furnish no
URRIE's duties at the White Houses

with respect to ¥r, CURRIE or My, C

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE

A

THR WASHINGTON FIELD DIVISION

At Washington, DeCe
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. noted that she had felt concern in éﬂL
%association with LAUCHLIN MORGAN CURRIE in view 2
of atter'!s identity and that she had also felt additional 570
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the above association. She noted that according to

WFO 100-21604 - - L W

‘copcern in young CURRIE's association withp é7g
,#and as to whether LAUCHLIN MORGAN CURRIE might obtain 574

nformation from such associates and furnish same to his

father, Facknowledged that she probably. had :

menvioned atter concern in the 'resenceﬁ@_\ Lt -

préviously identified. Fstated, owever, that = soc
670

no information has actually. come to_her attention to
indicate any comoromise of security-type information in

both LAUCHLIN }MORGAN CURRIE and Mrs. CURRIE have

evidenced a strong sense of loyalty to and faith in the
. subject. stated, . however, that in this
. regard has mentioned nothing to indicate any

questionable activities on the part: of LAUCHLIN MORGAN

CURRIE = or his mother. g

pre
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It is noted that mpreviously- L7¢
mentioned, recontacted the writer on uly 8, 1954, at which /9,

. time she furnished further information to the effect that

she understood that LAUCHLIN MORGAN CURRIE was presently

pursuing a course in radio engineering at the Capital

Radio Engineering Institute in Washington. D.C.
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~ 4n'view of the latter

WFO 100-21604

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE

ADMINISTRATIVE DATA

Six copies of instant -report have been designated
. for the Bureau to provide adequate coples for subsequent
dissemination which may be made by the Bureau in this
matter.

. In view of e above indicated government employmentg)?&
of it is thought that this matter may
possibly result in a request for later further inquiry

by the Bureau in relation to the Security of Government
émployees; therefore. the following is set forth as a matter
of_possible future guidances - ..

forth the

I+ is noted that instant re ort sets
results of an interview witt
wherein s

in the association of

b7
as stave e

e r -
qwibh LAUCHLIN MORGAN CURRIE, 5715,
ts idenvity and her additional concern

in LAUCHLIN MORGAN CURRIE in view of his residing with the
above-indicated government employees.,

COTIETT

. while appearing of average intelligence,
was observed to be a highly nervous type person who expressed
parvisular concern that

it is,
further contact with her be

therefore, suggested that any

-8 -
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LEADS
NGTON FISL) OFFICE:

THE WASHI

- REFERENCES

Telephone call from Inspector— of L.'JC/
the Bureau to SAC LAUGHLIN, WFO, 7/2/5k.

WFO airtels of July 2, 7, 13 and 14, 1954,
Bureau letter to WFC dated 7/2/5L.

Bureau airtel to WFO dated 7/3/5L.
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state young CURRIE exhibits strong respect for

rather and maintains subject was never Communistically

- inclined and was never knowingly involved in pro-Soviet or

~ Un-American activities., ELIZABETH BENTLEY, self-admitted

\former‘ Soviet Espionage Agent, ‘has previously named CURRIE
\as among persons knovn by BENTLEY as involved in a Soviet

Espionace Conspiracy during the early 1940s. W
X maintain they have never disclosed an authorized/
: niormation to young CURRIE or anyone else and that nothing
X  has come to their attention to indicate that LAUCHLIN MORGAN
CURRIE or his father was attempting to obtain or interested

in learning any such information. Both regard LAUCHLIN MORGANZ
CURRIE as a person of good character, habits who is loyal

1 and ‘trustworthy. :
lain
.'such contact has produced no additional cause to uestion their

activities or sympathies.
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allegations
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;/ )
DETAILS: AT WASHINGTON, D, C. : .
Information has been prevjedsly reported in this matterwc’
that a Lo
had reportedly stated concern in the assoclation ;

with LAUCHLIN MORGAN CURRIE, son of ¢/ s\—"

P

- interviewed — stated that she
e was basically concernéd in ?association with young CURRIE
P in view of CURRIE's identity; that she felt additional concern as
' to whether LAUCHLIN MORGAN CURRIE might obtain information from
the above government employees and furnish same to his father.

Subsequent investigation has identified the above
referred to associates of CURRIE as

Lo
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months after he became
he also became aware O

WFO 100-21604 ]

noted that some three or four

! acquainted with LAUCHLIN MORGAN CURRIE

f the subject's general identity as a

former government f£igure of some prominence. He stated that

to the best of his recollection he d
any particular security concern in the background of the subject
until In this

regard he explained that about a year ago, e bDecame aware

had returned to Wwashington in connection with
aring or legal concern into revious actjvities

that the subjec
some type of he
of a security n

and that to his

t

ature.

, } ntdai
" -}-ér‘s[," S ‘1)3/ .

id not become aware of -

7 stated that
- E have since been divorced
_CURRIE fuai a home by herself
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"confidence for his father and had maintained that his father was -

in no way Communistically inclined anc¢ never knowingly engaged
in any pro-Soviet or anti-American activities. #
: #had the understanding that the subject had denied

"WFO 100-21604 (D : ‘ wmwc

T
in Alexandria, and has a younger son, RODERICK/DURR‘IE, believed
to be a student at Colorado State College, whd spends part of
‘his summers with his mother. L, ‘

o

L1
510

In the above regard, it is noted that ELIZABETH BENTLEY,
a self-admitted former Soviet Espionage Agent in testimony before
.the House Committee on Un-American Activities, has previously
identified LAUCHLIN BERNARD CURRIE as among persons known by her
as being involed in a Soviet Espionage Conspiracy during the
early 1940s. )

In connection with the above, ”indicated
that he had become generally aware of the above allegations
previous to the subject®s visit as described above and was also

of the understanding that the subject had been previously
subpoenaed to appear before a Congressional Committee in connet-
tion ‘with such charges. mstated that durang some
phase of his acquaintance with LAUCH IORGAN CURRIE, he had

heard young CURRIE make reference to suchschdrges on which
occasion CURRIE had indicated strong feeling of respect and

e above referred -to charges on appearance before the Congress-
ional Committee and did not "hide" behind the Fifth Amendment.
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knew nothing further as c1'?0'" ﬁ{, AL l;’a

the subject's current activities but, however, nothing had b7D
come to his attention during the above-described persona
contact with the subject or during the -period of his,
association with young CURRIE to prompt further question as
to the sympathies and activities of the subject. He stated
that likewise nothing had come to his attention to prompt any

such rconcern as to LAUCHLIN MORGAN CURRIE, his mother.  or any
other members of the CURRIE family. m .
regards LAUCHLIN MORGAN CURRIE as a person oi go ter

habits and i im to be completely loyal and trustworthy.
had never disclosed any unauthorized.
intormation percvaining to his work or any other government -

: X matter to LAUCHLIN MORGAN CURRIE or any other person. He stated
st . additionally that nothing had ever come to his attention to

SR indicate that CURRIE or the subject was attempting to obtain
‘o or interested in learning any such informati —

on through
.- or any other associates of CURRIE's known toi
. ' onlunteered that he regards LAUCHLIN
o MORGAN CUR as a person of above-average intelligence and that
young CURRIE is especially interested in mechanics and ha
exhibited exceptional ability along these lines. *

—had never volunteered any details as to the nature o
empioyment in young CURRIE's presence or an other horized

erson;

L e e o
PR SFTODR TP ORIy PRSI IS o

g

i,

Fa

opde gy
[y

stated that in further reflection as

to the above concern, concluded that after all, LAUCHLIN MORGAN
CURRIE was merely the son of the subject and that he had no sus-
picion or feeling of disloyalty on the part of LAUCHLIN MORGAN
CURRIE erefore, he could see no further cause for alarm.
ay have discussed this matter with
previously mentioned, but that he did not believe
discussed such matter or concern with anyone else,

-6 -
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el T e e D e
"‘

e stated that nothing has come to a
to indicate that the subject was attempting to influencc LZUCHLIR
MORGAN CURRIE's thinking along any questionable lines. He stated
additionally that nothing had come to his attention to indicate
that’ any members of the CURRIE family have any, pro-Communist
sympathies or interest along such lines, - L

_ * N

In reference to general knowledge concerning the
. subject, recollection that he first became
generally aware as to e identity of the subject as LAUCHLIN

. MORGAN CURRIE!'s father during the winter of 1951-1952 when an

article appeared in the "ime" Magazine regarding LAUCHLIN BERNARD
CURRIE's selection to serve a5 an Economic Advisor to the Colombian
Government. ad a particular recollection that

- T -
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o subject was in Washington in connection with some Congressional

Hearing or either on some personal matter involving himself and
his wife. mhad also become aware about
that time that the subject and his wife, DOROTHY BACON CURRIE, were

he recalled that on some occasion in their association, LAUCHLIN

"with some of the persons mentioned by BENTLEY, such as HARRY DEXTER

WHITE.
‘ad become aware that there
had been o© s association with OWEN
- LATTIMORE. could not specifically recall

P ey,
P A PR S >
R O ST ) - - Y IS 2
Fll A ; LA, CAK N 2
.. .
.
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WFO 100+21604 | h#}{%’lﬂaﬂg
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young CURRIE exhibited considerable pride in this an
the article among acquaintances
stated that he does not recall any reference €0 any questionable

security glleg;tions involving the subject coming to his knowledge
e ut

at that however, he believes that by the spring of
1952‘? had become generally aware of the allegations
attribputed to TLEY involving the subject. He stated
that it was recollection that such allegations '

involving LA BERNARD CURRIE raised questions primarily as
to some of subject!s former associates.during his government service.

* Stétediai"ecoll‘ection that he met
the subject for the first time and this only casually during the

spring of 1952 on which occasion he has. a recollection that the

then considering a divorce.

reference”to his awareness of the
subject's identity in connection with the allegation by ELIZABETH

BEINTLEY, stated that LAUCHLIN MOBGAN CURRIE, himself, may have '
first brought this matter to attention. In this regard,

MORGAN CURRIE had very definitely discussed this matter (P
mme impression that young
considered his father completely innocent of any willful

involvement and any suspicion that his father was Communistically
inclined as absurd. Hyomg CURRIE never .
-gave an impression of attempting to deny his father's relationship

the first instance oi this matter coming to his attention, but that

he did recall that CURRIE had returned.to Washington during the

-8 -
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Y19 had been caile £0 testify in connecp o, Lnderstoo

{]0 to LATTIMORE, th proceedings pertaining

WFO 100-2160, . . ' N SRR

that there had been

nothing come to his attention




WFO 100-21604 (@) 3
which would indicate any pro-Communist ¢ ndenciesbr -

or un-American sympathies on the part of the subject, LAUCHLIN
MR GAN CURRIE, or any other member of the CURRIE family,

~. “thmugh his association with
Rt . LAUCHLIN MO CURRIE he has gained the impression that CURRIE
I has deep respect for his father and believes him innocently

U involved in the allegations of ELIZABETH BENTLEY, As to LAUCHLIN
MORGAN cunam,mbeneves oung CURRTE
to be a sincere and trustworthy person. andm
feels a certain sense of respect for young: 's confidence

in the subject. o - Ce canun

| dvised. that he had met DOROTHY
.. %=~ - BACON CURRIE, subject's former wife, on several occasions, and
Ty that he could recall no statements or indications by her which

B he felt were intended to cast any reflection on the loyalty and
Sy character of the subject. mespiﬁe their .
T matrimonial difficulties, he likewilse fe at Mrs. CURRIE bears

_no particular grudge against the. subject and
considers their difficulties as. completely domestic.

.
-
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He stated that he understands that

8. CURRIE is presently employed in Brentano's -Book Shop in

- Alexandria, Virginia, and that she is also pursuing an art course
at American University. - :

from time to time since becoming

avare of ailegations pertaining to the subject .2s mentioned herein,
Wbas given serious thought as to his relationship
wit R C . He stated in this“vein he is convinced that

Ve young CURRIE is a person of good character, who is sincere and

trustworthy, and whose loyalty has absolutely no cause to be
questioned by him. He stated further that he has the impression
that the BENTLEY allegations pertaining to the subject, primarily
involvel associations with other persons.with whom CURRIE would
‘necessarily have dealinss in connection with his former govern-

ment employmemt. m was not aware of any
information to clearly indicate thatsubject had any wilful or

ulterior motive in connection with such associations, and that,
: theré‘ore,q felt that the most he could do was merely
T .maintain an "open mind" as to the subject's reported involvement
. ‘with allegations stated by ELIZABETH BENTLEY. h :
‘ nothing had come to his attention in any personal relationship:
' with the subject or any other members of his family wherein

,r m}ﬁmr
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WFO 10021604 . . @ 3 )
felt the subject or any members of his family hdd ev1denced
any Comnmunistic or un~American leanings.

- ﬂstated that he had never discussed
any unauthorized information with LAUCHLIN MORGAN CURRIE, the subject,

or any other persons not entitled to receive same. He stated that
likewise he had never detected any indication or felt reason for
concern as to whether or not LAUCHLIN MORGAN CURRIE might be

attempting to obtain ven be interested in learning any details
involving madditmnally, that to his
knowledge, none o AN CURRIE's other associates had

ever disclosed any unauthorized information in CURRIE's presence
MO indicate
that E was interested 1n attempting to gain any unauthorized

- information from any other person.
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WFO 100-21604
' ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE

. Bureau letter of July 20, 1954, in connection With
instant matter advised that Bureau files fail to reflect any

info io versive derogatory nature pertaining to }_,‘7‘L
treated with herein,
ebulet directed to interview the above persons to ascertain -

O 0 Srnteheea s el prat et how b

,,E. whether LAUCHLINGMORGAN CURRIE has discussed the allegation con-
Lok cernéd herein or furnished any pertinent information about the
R “El . Subjec‘b. B 6‘.‘..‘&

Rebulet also directed WFO to submit under a Security
of Governmen

fﬂ% t Emplovees ion, complete background information
e available on together with allegations
i -reflecting on the possible loyalty of such persons..
| '3 ingl such available information pertaining
. to is being furnished by separate corres- .
: pondence under an "SGE" caption relative to_
LEAD
WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE:
AT WASHINGTON, D. C.:

Will continue to follow and contluct investigation
e " as may be directed by the Bureau and the Office of
S Origin in connection with instant matter.

REFERENCE: Bureau letter dated July 20, 1954 é;?C/
Report of S/#dated July 22, 1954, at
Washington, D. U, :
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: LAUCHLIN B}zﬁiman CURRIE, was.
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AT WASHINGTON, D.C.

TCTO &5 s«-‘/.« "ﬁ{
REQ. REC'D..2-A3:¢4

APRO 1964

ANS. :
BY\&@E EEREERLRR] .’Jél >
Lex g

B 4 M2 0.
g9 N1 I
N o= 1
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A s Refecced — o
ZJ As L Ver A . N ”T“'NED -1 bt C % .
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. PROP

COPIES OF THIS REFPORT

¢ - éureau (101-3616) *
3 - New York (100-95069) (m)
2 - daemn»ton Field(loo-zleou)

ASS. & EXT.
PASOR-FCIN 17,

y/ Iz Zélé_ WlEFTX3

. ﬂus confndenhal report ana"‘rs contents. aregganed to!
.FBl and are not to be distributed outssde of agency to wh:ch- aned
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: [J Document(s) originating with the following govemnment agency(ies)
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