incloo_-95069 R

- - h@} .. Y o . ]
eflect GAER as- beigg’fa ._'r;épm;gdh

' The records o“

c Wist P..rty member.

- ,._.

o




RS R

’
‘bﬁ
s
0
o
.
%
*
3
MEN
£
o
.
e 2.
5
e
s
”
)
N\,
¥
"
§
=
\
L ~
t

e e e PRSP
B R > Aeavonetole
. A
.

ﬁY lod-95069- - - . ' ~ ?

3
g
-4
]

advised that LAUCHLIN CURRIE was A
o . given a Government pbsition because of his social ideologies -
S since CURRIE had no background in Far Eastern affairs. -
o He described CURRIE &8s distinctly favored and 'the darling
% cf the IPR group. He considers CURRIE &s a .controlled
gocielist. He stated he pelieved CURRIE was a Sociallst -
end such belief was based upon his writings.

on the evening of April 20, 1950 HENRY J. TAYLOR,
L commentator, sponsored over the ABC network by General
S Motors Corporation, during the broadcast at 8:30 p.m.,

v devoted remarks to the McCarthy Investigation. TAYLOR
stated he had interviewed GRXGORY SILVERHASTER and he told
him "when the Loyalty Boerd became hot after him he requested
LAUCHLIN CURRIE to intercede for nim."

1t

A RN The April 24, 1950 issue of the magazine, "News
week", a weekly magazine published at New vork, carried

en article under the heading tgpecial Report, Foreign Policy"
entitled "Defeat in Asia - The How and Why" which states in
part as follous: ' Voot e s T ‘ :

KAI SHEK...happened to fit the theories of a group of young

Foreign Service officers, Their mentor was LAUCHLIN CURRIE,
o orce en advisor to CHIANG KAI SHEK, They included young men
L _in Chimitself like JOHN SERVICE, recently summoned back to
- Washington in connection with the current loyalty investige-
v tion end JOHN CARTER VINCENT, former head of the Far Eastern
W office of the State Department".

: : on october 12, 1945 LOUIS BUDENZ advised that although
ne is not personally acquainted with JOHN CARTER VINCENT he '
believed that VINCENT was under Communist Party discipline in
gbout 1943 and 194l when VINCENT was on the Far Eastern desk
of the Stete Department, \

‘ - s » :
N n,..The policy of withdrawing support from CHIALG
)

-12-
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HAROLD ICKES, he,
" York on weekends to receive psichiatric~ tréatment -

T - =13=.

NY 10U-95069
/ A ietter to the editor of'“Neus veek" published
oh g;ge 6, issue of May 15, 1950, signed LAUCHLIN CURRIE,

vashington, D.C., stated in part, "you do a serious injusticé_
to JOHN CARTER VINCENT in referring to me as his mentcr, He

. This page also contains a'comment by kr. HARRY

KERN, Foreign Editor of uNews Week! who wrote the article
‘under date of April 2l, 1950, in which he seys in part,

n,,.my sources credit him (CURRIE) with advancing the vieus

of the group of which his friend VINCENT was & leading member",

advised that LAUCHLIF CURRIE was an honorary vice-chairman “JC"

of Indusco, Inc., otherwise known as the American Committee
in Aid of Chinese Tndustrial Cooperatives end it is noted
that LOUIS BUDENZ has stated that a number of the Directors
end Officers of Indusco were ¥nown to - him to be Communist
or pro-Communist and that the orgenization was Communist

controlied. . .
. L
ised that during the time CURRIE
was employed 1ln Was 1ngton, D.C. in the Department of the
Interior under the supervision of Secretary of the Interior
CURRIE, traveled from Washington to New

b1

. Informant stated CURRIE had been in China and had
definitely given nim to understand that he had given advice
to the Chinese Communists which were never mentioned specifically
by .neme., He stated this understanding was reached through

.inference and innuendo.

According to the informsnt, CURRIE inferred he had
revealed to the Chinese Ccmmunists any end all state secrets
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1n his possession and also recalled to have said his heart
was with those peobple. "
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' Will contact ELIZABETH TERRILL BENTIEY for any
infcrmetion she may have concerning espionage activities:
of CURRIE.

will contact LOUIS BUDENZ for any.information
he may have concerning espionage activities of LAEUCHLIN
CURRIE.

Bureau letter to New York, 3/5/52.

Summary report of SA (D 11/23/49, ¢

Wew York.
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. ASAC .
1__Supervisor, Es promvage — R
. Agent
: Steno
__Clerk
Chief Clerk

——Special Employee___ File No.@#’ lof— 3¢/6
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Assign to Open Case
~__Acknowledge Prepare Tickler .
«——Bring File Reassign to
i all Me . Recharge serials

See Me Search and Return
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File - Submit report by

Leads need attention Type

Read, Initial and Return Serials
Return

Undeveloped leads in your district awaiting attention.
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end the morning

was ended rather abruptly to permit him to catch & plane.

executed a signed statement in the
presence of the reporting Agent. The original of this

- statement 1s being transmitted herewith to the New York Crfice

gend is quoted as follows:

. "I, ‘make the followin free
and voluntapg$ simfiement to Special
Agent, FBI, concérring LAUCHLIN BERIARD C E. It

o WY

L4

~

The interview .
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is my understanding that this statement maj be used
a Federal Court and I am willing to testify as to
its contents if necessarye. :

"] have known LAUCHLIN CURRIE for more than

- bP

Although not close friends,

we _are s tly acquainted to employ first names
in conversation. .

}.—.»,x v ‘,'-';' 570 .
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-

tphereafter conversation between CURRIE and myself
was rather formal and on subsequent occasions I saw
CURRIE only when we happened to be in the same group of
people. I last saw CURRIE in I believe it was the spring

of 1952 in a chance meeting aboard a plane going from
Washington, D.C., to New York City. During conversation
on this occasion CURRIE informed me he was living in
Colombia, South Americe, where he was an adviser to the
Colombian Government and also engaged in private business.
At that time I asked CURRIE 1if he had made & clean breast
of his past activities in his testimony and statements

to Government representatives and was told by CURRIE

that he had told everything that was necessary. I advised
him on this occasion that he should certainly do so if

he had not slready told the entire truth.

"] have carefully read the above statement and
certify as to its truth to the best of nmy recollection.

. -764
7/ ‘gvo
.Witnessed: — e

' It is noted that the underlined portions of the above [7¢
statement are handwritten additions by#and were 10
inserted after the typed statement was prepared. &

Ll
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'—-—.'—_—advised that he had related the above story 177¢
on previous occasions, the first being in 1947 or at the latest
~ 1948, and before being familiar with the testlmony of ELIZABETH L1712
" PERRILL BENTLEY concerning CURRIE and the Silvermaster subjects. ’
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elccred o Dep‘f of State

It is noted that Who's Who for 1948-1949 states that
CURRIE made a diplomatic mission to China as the personal |
representative of the President in 1942, ~ 3
'
!

Refecced te State ,
' The Whots Who for 19!:.8-19!:.9 reflects CURRIE made & visit oo
as Ghief of E2onomic and Finencial Mission to Switzerlend 1n 1945, .
i
ENCLOSURE: TO NEW YORK | I
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The original signed statement of—f.l o
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in possession of no informa-

on concerning CURRLL's activitles and associates. According to
the dates of DONALD NELSON's only two trips to China were 8/25 to 9/2
and 11/9 to 12/1/lk. ,
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contagf: was quite limited.
of having met CURRIE was in ear 941, prior to the United States'

explained his first recollection bw
entry

LAUCHLIN CURRIE, Administrative Assistant to the Fresident,
ndling for the President the expediting of supplies, ammnition,
uns, and so forth, for General CEENNAULT's "flying tigers" air crew,

“who at that time were on a more or less unofficial mission in China.

' for CURRIE

. In order to obtain such méterial it was necessa
to send such r L,

never been to CURRIE's home and does not believe le ever had lunch with
CURRIE. CURRIE'S behavior during this period of time gave
no reason to question his loyalty. was unable to fumish any

" jnformation concerning the outside activities or associates of LAUCHLIN

CURRIE, stating that his only opportunity to appraise CURRIE occurred in
connection with official business when the United States was not yet at

war in 1941.

whatsoever with CURRIE.

Trips of DCNALD NELSON to China

indicate at his last meeting with CURRIE occurred short
DONALD NEISON had returned from his first trip to China, and
believed it was before NELSON's second trip to China in 19Uk,
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9Ll mﬁALD NELSON made two trips to China,

puring the fall of
jed by General PATRICK J. HIRLE

at the request of the President, acco
.. c 2
1 0 na as follows:
Departed Washington, D.C., Avgust 25, 19LkL; returned washington,

D.C., September 2L, 19hk. Departed washington, D.C., November 9, 154k;
returned Washington,.D.C., December iy, 19khe .

to China !rmg !!e

— was unable to supply the names ol any other individuals
in a position to furnish pertinent information concerning CURRIE.

P

DAY

]

L "7

said these are the only two trips made by DONALD N
eriod of NELSON's Government service.

e o~
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%Y - quE WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE

. AT WASHINGTON, D.C.

One copy of this rcport is designated for the information of
the Washington Field Office in view of their active investigation in this
case.

REFERENCE ( 3 {

‘ . 1¢
Wasbington, D.C., dated August 28, 1953, , é
7

Report of SA 4
Letter from New York to the Director dated October 28, 1953._ ¢ . < 4
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At St. Louis, Missouri

Personnel of the Feder'al Records Center, General Services
Administration, St. Louis, Missouri, advised that no
record of Treasury Department employment for LAUCHLIN

SERNARD Ll co e Jocated.
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‘ and the following information noted:
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the tenure of his employment,-he'waslunder the supervision of
Dr. JACOB VINER. The records. of the Treasury Devartment contalnedé74
no other jnformation concerning: the. subject!s.employment. ‘ 510

-

advised on December-.id, , that when
Secretary of Treasury HENRY J. MORGANTHAU was. avpointed to such

post in 1934, he established two special groups to study intel-
anking. . /

o?\ INER of _I-

hes -

Secretary MORGANTHAU enlisted. the. services of .Dr. JAC
£ 8 direct the sctivities of

and.- P
s employed by Dr. VINER to @ssist in-‘supervising the group
concerned with the study of money. and banking..: She stated that
she has not seen LAUCHLIN CURRIE since his services with the
Treasury Department were terminated.

* Division of Personnel L 7¢
Administration, Board of Governdrs, Federal Reserve System,

advised on December 16, 1953, that the employment records of the
Board of Governors, Federal Reserve System, indicate that
LAUCHLIN B. CURRIE was employed there as Assistant Director for
‘Résearch and Analysis, beginning on December 1, 1934. His
records indicated that on August 18,..1939,..CURRIE was placed

on leave without pay until Jenuary 16, 1944, when he was removed
from- the leave without pay status. No other .records of the
subject's employment there were availables. . Co

pe

|

on danuary b, 1954, that the:only information
concerning LAUCHLIN CURRIE opresently available in the White House
.files was 8 vpersonnel file which was made avaeilable by

, This file contained a’ cooy of. a:letter dated June 20,
1934, addressed to LAUCHLIN CURRIE, Harvard University, Cambridge,
Massachusetts, indicating that he.had been apvointed to the posi-

- tion of an Economic Anal*st in the office of the Secretary of

Treasury at a salary of 6,000 per annum, effective June 20, 1934,

neyable from the avpropriation "expenses, National Banking
Emergency Act March 9, 1933, Comptrolleyp’ of Currency." The
communication was signed by WILLIAM H./X ¢REYNOLDS, Administrative; -
Assistant to the Secretary. The fil ‘contained an undated tT
memorandum indiceting that LAUCHLIN CURRIE had been appointed

by the President as an Adminisgtrative Assistant-on July 12, 1939,
énd that-he entered on duty on July 17, 1939, in & classification

2 |
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of CAF 16 at a salary of $10,000 per annum. The file contained

. a memorandug’ dated July 12, 1939, jnitialed "F.D.R." .addresscd

to RUDOLPHYFOSTER requesting‘Mr..FOSTER.to-make out commissions
for the féllowing Administrative Assistants to the President:
McREYNPLDS of the Treasury, CURRIE of the Federel Reserve Board,

. -*JAMES/ROWE of the White House. A memorandum dated September 30,

1942/ was noted-indicating CURRIE received an-advance of funds
for travel expenses on July 6, 1942, of $1,000 and advances to
September 30, 1942, of ¢1,000; In October, 1942, advance of
funds for travel exvenses waéf_$l,000. ‘No. other record of
advances was contained in this file. ~Civil Service Commission
Form 3055 was noted jndicating that LAUCHLIN CURRIE had
deposited to the Civil Service Retirement Fund during the fiscal
year of 1945 the sum of $2,02,4.50 to obtain credit for benefits -
from June 20, 1934, to July 16, 1939. The file contained the
following letter: '

"June 1&, 1945

"Dear Mr. President:

"When I,submitted~my~resignation#immediately following
President ROOSEVELT's desth, you were good enough to ask me to
continue working in my present position in the international
economic field. Various matters I have been handling are now

less urgent. In these circumstences I should like to renew my _

request that you sccept my resignation to teke effect.June.-30. 17
I do this most regretfully and only because of urgent versonal
considerations. :

"Tt has been a orivilege to serve under President
ROOSEVELT and under you, & privilege of which-I am deevly

_-appreciati#e. May I once more wish you continuing success in

your great task. -

* "yours Sincerelys
. ‘MLAUCHLIN:CURRIE

"The President .
“The White House®

. The records of the Civil Service Commission indicate
that the subject accepted & position with the-Treasury Department
on June 20, 1934 at a selary of $6,000-end that his services

were discontinued without orejudice on November 30, 1934. The
‘only other record of the subject's-employment'available gt the

3 .
m?\%wl

-

-




5 e M 1 iy S

o

¥ e MAhmrhbre i,
N +

4 ¥PO. 100-21604 . " ;
s . m‘;&“

Civil Service Commission is an indication thet he acceoted an
B appointment as an Administretive Assistant to the President,
CAF 16, salary $10,000, on July 17, 1939, from which vosition he
, resigned on June 30, 1945. ,
R The 1939 Cfficial Register of.the United States
) {ndicated that LAUCHLIN CURRIE served as Assistant Director of
the Division of Reseerch and Statistics for the Boerd of ]
o3 Governors, Federal Reserve System. The 1940 Register shows that
i LAUCHLIN CURRIE, together with WILLIAM H. McREYNOLDS and JAMES
Sl -_gﬁ/gOWE, Jr., served as Administrative Assistant to the Presideat.
! L e 1941 Register indicates that the following-individuals were
' serving &s Administrative Assistants“touthe‘fresident:
. WILLIAM H. McREYNCLDS “~ e
. , ©  LCWELL MELLETT &=~
e JAMES H. ROWE, Jr.= ,
EUGENE B. CASEY,*&s Special Executive Assistant
' ) to the President.
The 19,2 Register carries the_same information concerning the
subject as indicated in 1941 sbove. The 1943 Register shows that
.  the following individuals served as Administrative Assists o é’ri
the FPresident: .. . .

’ .~ JAMES M/BARNES L

\ott JONATHAR/DANIELS “7 .o
k. , - WILLIAM H. McREYNOLDS **
: .. LOWELLAGELETT - &=
: DAVID'K/NILES . ¥~

EUGENE B;/éASEY;’as~Special Executive Assistant
to .the President.

The 194l Register indicates the subject served as Administrative
_Assistant to the President with the same individuals noted in

the 1943 Register with the following.additional information: that

the subject also served as Deputy Admiaistrator of the Foreign
Economic Administration under. LEO T.‘JRQWLEY;(Administrator).

The following individuals were noted 'to have served on the staff
of the Administrator during.this veriod:

%\ HENRY W{ RILEY, Deputy Aduinistrator:i s
. .’ SIDNE} S?RWOOD, Special Assistant 17
. JAMES A,./PERKINS, Soecial Assistant — ¥
aWILDER/ GOTE, Assistant to the Administrstor
--V. FRAN%>COE,,Assistant'AdmInistrator for the

Economic :Programs.

. _ During this period, according to the Register, LAUCHLIN
CURRIE also served on the Executive .Committee.on Economic Foreign

L :
- . e
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Policy. - The following members of this Committee were noted:
. DEAN'ACHESON, Chairmen ‘ ’

. .. .wHARRY C./HAWKINS, State Department, Vice-Chairman

5£}¢65AMOS E. LOR, Commerce Department
'miwt ALEERT F. HINRICHS, Labor Department

A i ~OSCAR B./RYDER, United Stetes Tariff Commission
i _LAUCHLIN CURRIE, Deputy Administrator,

- : Foreign Economic Administration.

‘ The Congressional Directory  for 194y in addition to
1listing LAUCHLIN CURRIE as Administrative Assistant to the
President, indicstes that he served as Acting Denuty Administrator
with HENRY W. RILEY for the Foreign Economic Administration. The
following staff members were also noted: |

/BERNHARD/KNOLLENBERG, Executive Advisor
/ JOHN CARTER A/INCENT, Special Assistant to the
. AR ~administrator . //
-‘WILLIA%/GRIFFIN, PHILIE{YOUNG;Aphd JOHN F./DIRKS,
s T =—===——""pgsistants to the Administrator
V. FRANK COE, S. S/ SHEPPARD, KEWNETH 0,/WARNER,V‘*'
and_LEON&BqujwélggﬁﬁN, Assistant Administretors.

The Directory further 1ndica£és that LAUCHLIN CURRIE served on
the Board of Directors of the United Stgtep,Cpmmercial Company.

l?e'?eccéd ¥o Dsipf ol S*a{’& o Wl _______.._.—-
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In response to questions as to whether he had reported
these disclosures by CURRIE to anybody immediately after the
disclosures, he stated that he did not advise anybody in the War
Production Board about it because he felt that anyone to whom he
would heve revorted such an incident would protably have been in

8 | couF AL
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symnath?'with CURRIE. The only individual he could recall telling
about this conversation at that time in gddition to_thos

elready mentioned was the
he. Was certain he discuss
very disturbed about it.

»

late JAMES V,/FORRESTAL.
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LEADS

‘o . MEW YORK DIVISIOH:

AT NEW YORK, WEW YORK:

During the interview with ?at the éqO
white House Annex on January 6, 1954, he suggested

:</ that information concerning the subject as well as

his various assignments and missions would undoubt-
edly be available at the ROCSEVELT Memorial Library

f\?< at Hyde Park, New York.
v
. If such records are available to the New York
Division, New York will review such records for
the details of the subject's assignments and
missions while serving in the capscity of
) Administrative Assistant to the President.
zgﬂ, WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE:

AT WASHINGTON, D. C.:

¥ill conduct investigation herein as directed by
the Bureau and the office of origin.

REFERENCES: Reports of SA— made 8t L1¢
Washington, D. C., on August 28, 1953,

and October 20, 1953.
New York letter dated October 265, 1953.
Bureau letter dated December L, 1953.
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Miss BENTLEY continucd by saying that when GPEGOI;XZD/ILYZRL&S 2
reeceived @ letter from his superior, identity not known, vhat he
(SILVERMASTIER) barrosed the letter from the supcrior for the purposce of
answering the allegations that he wos a disloyal person cemployed in
government scrvice. iiss BENTLEY stated that SILVERMASTER showed the leotte:

2 cunnﬂmh
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to her and thot she mhde a copy it in shorthand ond subscqucntly
discusscd the matter with JACO @QS,- ¢ad that she and GOIOS ~grocd that
. SILVZRILSTIIR vips to remnin “at his post and was to contact CURRIZ and
{ HiRRY DZ.T.R/HITE, with ~hom SILVIRMASTZR was ccqurinted, ond do cverytain
pcss:.bl t kzz\.p from boing ousted from his position. She further ~dvised
that SILVIRIZLSTER 1~tcr told her that he had contacted both CURRIZ :xd
YWHITE and that thcy had agreed to help him in any way possiblce Gs 2

_ result thercof, accordmg to Liiss BENTLIY, CURRIZ got in touch with

: / 4’ t«Ir,/PATT"'ISON who was then Underscerctary. of “Tar, and convincod kre

. RS PZTTZRSOH that SILV.IR..L.S"’.‘JR vas innocent of the allcgntions agninst him,

- -

Miss BENTLEY commented that she did not sce haosi CURRIE could haove
failed to knor that GRIGORY SILVIZRIMLSTIR wos & member of the Comunist
Party and was cngnged in cspionnge activity, in vier of the infarmntion .o
CURRIZ was furnishing SILVIRHASTER. She added that ot vnrlstm'ut/ln. 1901
or 1942, the cxact dnte she could not rceell, she citended ~ Chris
porty ot the SILVERMGSTERs! hame and at this timc she ~nd U‘L:‘?V LV:'.RIJ.»STII
cngnged in o converscation and thnt HELIN indicated to her that CURRIT :
was well amarc of the fact that the SILVIERMASTERs vierc cngnged in cspionage .
activity.

iiss BaHTLIY statcd that she only @ é{ILV“'L“N on onc occasion
and that this Hocting Tas™ ot thi home  of GRIZORY- end - HELIN SILVSRLLSTER,
and thnat she wes introducced to SILVIRULAN by HZLOK SILVERMASTZIR undcr ~n
assumcd nome, assuring SILVERMAN thet she (BINTLIY) was a good p»rsoru,l
fricnd. idiss BINTLIY wicnt on to cammunt that ~t this mceting she wa
visiting thc SILVERILSTZRs when SILVZRHAN came over to bring somc m“tcrial
wthieh he gave to GREGORY/ SILVERILSTZR, and that shoe stayed ~round far an
hour or so <thilc the ma,e‘nul vas being photostated in the basement of
SILVIRILSTI's homc b ZAN md GR:I‘:OP.I SILVECHASTER o

iiiss BIFTIZY wont on ‘oo coxmmnt that shc was poe:.t:.v in kcr am

- mind thot SILVERNAN knetr that SILVERILSTER wes photost tmg the mterinl
which he was bringing to him (SILVERMASTER) in vicw—of~thé™fact that the
meterinl furnished by SILVIRMAN was so voluminous th< t it was proctieally

" on impossibility for ony individual to commit’it to memory. She advised
that it wns the practice of SIIVERILN to bring the materisal nad lcave it
and th.n caac back lrter and pick.it uwp. Harever, on this particuler
occasion, the material furnished by SILVZRILY had to bc reoturnod immedintel;
ond STILVERLN waited in the living room of -SILVERILSTIR's home while it
wtas bcing photost"tcd.

iiss BENTLZY rcloated that shq. diqd not think that SILV.INLN kncw
her identity or vhat activitics she wias cngnged ing haowcver, through the
SIIVERLSTE!s she was acguainted *.:ith the c5pionagc- activitics of SILVIRLAN,

n” n':vr‘-’o 2w, "?
i\‘ kﬂh‘un 1Y
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end the reporting

P

. Madvieod he first met LAUCHLIN CURRIE
when . CURR ] strative Assistant to the President
of the United States; that their meeting was in conneetion
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with government busines rticulars of which he 1

cannot now recall. approximately l? _

- . February or March 19 was reorganized and . ' D. -
" he believes that it was during this reorganization that - -l77 s

was made an Assistant Administretor of the FEA.
. in his opinion this eppointment was
;. eviaently made as a concession to the White House.

related that although he has lunched
IE was not a socisl acquaintance. He
ed against CURRIE , whom
jealous man, a complete
anvone who had attained

with CURRIE, CURR
steted he was very rmuch pre judic
he described as a small, petty,
miscest who had & biaes aga t
success in industry. if CURRIE knew

a men was & businessman, as against hime He also
described CURRIE as & "manipulator”, & nfixer®, and said
CURRIE was "on the move™ all the time and "traded" a great
deal on his contacts in the white House., He advised that
CURRIE!S strength in Washington was his bvacking by
tprofessional government men" and "ecademiceminded"
.4ndividuals who had entered the government during the
early 1930s=. .

- sonngRLET
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1o S 3 27
" position ol Assistan strator, FEA, was mainly LD

concerned with persoml problems. He said CURRIE
approved the employment of any person to an important
'post; made nationel policy decisionsy prepared or
approved efficiency ratings; gave clearance for the
transfer of peraonnel on foreign missions end made
appointments of delegates from the FEA to inter~agency

committees.
‘ In regard to CURRIE! vity in comection

with FEA policy decisions, whenever

there was a matter of major policy whi 8 o be

discussed with "Capitol Hill" CURRIE would intervene
and participate. e could not decide -
whether this was due to IE'S belief in the importance

of the discussions or for self=aggrandizemente .

PCURRIE'S regular or
normal contact in his position with FEA was the head of

the FEA, LEO T. CROWIEY. for about
six months after CURRIE ed a8 an officlal
of FEA he continued to aet as Administrative Assistant
to the President and kept his office in the old State

Building, mhad no knowlsdge of CURRIE!S
functions s position. ﬁcmm's FEA
office was located in temporary .bu s at 14th Street

and Constitution Avenue opposite the Commerce Department
Building in Washington, D.Ce
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R m d1d not know NATEAN GREGORY L1
T " SILVERMAS or ABRAHAM GEORGE SILVERMAN. He advised
. that V. FRANK COE had been an FEA associate and he had 197 D

1unched with COE on occasions, but that COE was not
bl a social acquaintancee. although
Lo he had no knowledge tha ad ever been disloyal

. end mystieal and that his thoughts regarding COE were

to the United States he would not place great trust
in COE'S integrity as a man. He said COE was illusive

based upon his opinion o 1S gtability of purpose
and thoughte COE was noted for
his use of intoxicating liquor during working hours,
recalling that at lunch he would have three cocktails
. “to warm up”. COE was the man
o whom CURRIE us y appointed to represent FEA in
Treasury comuitteess
o — had also been assocle
S ated ‘with HARRY DEXTER WHITE, officia he United States
Treas durin

88 thought
was brilliant, purposeful and a very good publie
servants

who worked overseas on foreign missions.

he had very little contact with ROSENBERG
Ma@d had no persona
ol ROSEN S activitliess .

LT O .- : oo ALisn
ROSENBERG as an employee of the Forelgn Div FEA
“‘ Eo‘ w”e
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' mnever knew sub ject CURRIE
‘personelly &nd has no ormation to the effect that

- with EARL BROWDER, former National Chairman of the

‘¥ 100-95069 o zr;-anwﬂ‘. |

/
' It is to be noted that NATHAN GREGORY
SILVERMASTER, ABRAHAM GEORGE SILVERMAN, V. FRANK COE,
HARRY DEXTER WKITE and ALLAN ROSENBERG have all been
named by ELIZABETH TERRILL BENTIEY,' confessed former
Soviet espionage agent, &8s having participated in the
activities of a Communist underground and Soviet esplonage
apparatus, headed by SILVERMASTER, shich operated in

‘Washington, D.C. during World War II.

26 -

| mwn fentltar &1
with the allegations regarding the esplonage activitles N

of the above~montioned individuals, as alleged members
of the "SILVERMASTER group”, but he could not believe
any of the individuals he knew, such as CURRIE, CCE
or WHITE, had been treitars, but would have to see the
charges made by BENTLEY and others proven in courte

b1¢
h70

H he Communis
who bro th the was interviewed

by S&

CURRIE was ever a member of the Communist Party. He
stated that he formed the impression over & period of
time as a result of a number of conversations he had

Partye. could not recall any specific statements
made by R from which he gained such an impressione.

MISCELLANEQUS

Comunim, USA, that CURRIE was very close to the

@) bl

advised t 8 visited Pusrto co soms
ago for the purpose of hiring accountants end financial

=6 | : /
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expérts to go to Colombia, South Americe, to set up
newer accounting systems in that countrye The informant

stated that these arrangements were being handled through b'
i it —

nfirmation : rom .
olo

a Jor two Puerto Rican Goverament accountants
d [») ese accoun

The informant advised ?brecently ,
saw subjectt!s picture in newspapers connection with
the "HARRY DEXTER WHITE controversy" and recognized
from subject!s previous visit to Puerto Ricoe Ll
said brought this matter to the attentlon 2¢
o i3 superiors and it was_de ded that the accountants b
should not go to Colombia further advised that he
believed this matter was taken up with Governor LUIS
MUNOZ MARIN and he decided that the two accountants
should not go to Colombia,

qglao said that as far as he knows?
has no Commnist leanings and has had no dealings w
LAUCHLIN CURRIE other than in connection with the.
proposed contracte . . '

~— s R
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. associates at Harvarde

-reoalls seeing CURRIE at a dlstance in .fashlngton, D. C., durin
the period 1941-1945 but does.not recall ever speaking to him. *

BA 100-1576k

WILLIAMS!s assistant and gave some of the lectures. ’had no use
for GURRIE because of the artificial definitions he use to explain his
Padmzts a nodding acquaintance.with subject while at

but sta

points,
tes no close relationship ever developede

Harvard

was employed at the following agencies .far the

following dates:.

he mew CUKAIE was closely associated with other -
monetary economists at Harvard and recalled the following names:

Professor JG-IN\".W LIAYMS
Frofessor SEYMOUR WARRIS =~
Professor...(FNU)SUNT
Professor EDWA MSOI\;., .

fa I 215

IR

of these 1nd1v1duals he believed JOHN WILLIAMS ard
EDWARD MASOXN were closer to CURRIE than the others, unmable
to recall any additional information concermng CURRIL's contacts and

was unable to furnish any 1ni‘ormatlon as to CURRIE's contacts or associates
in-Washington, D. C.

. -é-
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_v:hile he vias on the 19,’&

PR R DR S T S R

he attended many conferences with staff members -
e faintly recalls

of the House Un-American Activities Comnittce
a meeting attended

j —does not recall the topics discussed at the joint
L o staff conferencese He advised no notes were made at these conferenceSe

bl

(£

be contacted to determine if "they c3n recall topics disgusse 20
at the -joint conference. : ( b
. * (tvf}!- Nt N ’:
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E N. | Q. 1968 | |
X #65-2969 : mfwm

. Mics EENTLEY continued by seyiang that when GREIURY
STLYERMASTER received a letter from his suparior, ideativy uot }

. known, that he (SILVERMASTERj borrowed the letter from the superior |

:- fop. the purpose of asnswering the ellegations that he wes @ dis-

loyel peraon employed in Government service. Miss BENTLEY steted

that SILVERMASTER showed the letter to her gnd thst she made &
_copy of it in shorthand snd subsequently discussed the matter with

JACOB GOLOS, and that she and GOLOS agreed that SILVEGMASTER was

to remain et his post and was to contsct CURRIE end HARRY DEXTER

WHITE, with whom SILVERMASTER was acqusinted; and do everything
_possible to keep from being ocusted from his position. She further

asdvised thet SILVERMASTER later t0ld her thest he had contacted

both CURRIE and WHITE end that they had agreed to help him in eny

way poasible, As a result theréof, according to Miss BENTLEY , .
CURRIE got in toush with Mr X' PATTERSON, who was then Undersecretary ~- 1. °
¢ of War, and convinced Mr. PATTERSON that SILVERMASTER was innocent
_ Of the allegations ageinst him. : ' ‘

o Miss BENTLEY commented that g,dfé not see hew CURRIE

could have failed to know that GREGORYISILVERMASTER wes & member G
of the Communist Party and wes_ 'engegéd in espicnege sstivity, in

view of the information CURRIE wes furnishing SILVERMASTER: She

edded that at Christmastime 1941 or 1942, the exect date she could

not recall, 'she attended a Christmas pérty at the SILVERMASTERS®

home and et this time ehe and HELENXSILVERMASTER engeged in & con-
versation and that HELEN indicated to herltha;£96§EIE waa well

" gware of the fact that the SILVERMASTERS war;%/agxged in espionage

ectivity. N e Noae

orm e

Miss BENTLEY stated thst she only mat CILVERMAN on one
cuooasion and that this mesting waes et the home ol UniGUAY and IILEN
S1LVERMASTER, and that she wes introdused te . FLVERRMAN by AZ.EH
ITLVEREMASTER under an sssumed nsme, gsauring S:oVEREMAN thut she

. (EENTIEY) wes a good pevso.n: friend. Mies B-NTLEY went on to

' comment thet at this me~ting she wes visiting the ZILVERMASTERS
whoen SIIVERMALN came over to bring some meterial which he gave

" to GROCGORY SILVERMASTER, &nd thet she stayed around. for en hour

' op 80 while the materiasl wes being photogresphed in the besement

! of SIL.VERMASTER!S homs by TLIMALN end GRFGUNY & LLVENKWASTUR.

. Miss EENTIEY went on to comment that she wez powitive
¢n her own mind that SILVERMAN knew thet “IIVERMANTIL wes photo=
. graphing.the materiel vhich he wes bringing %o him (SI1LVERI&STER)
i in view of the fact that the material furnished by SILVERMAK wes
| 80 voluminous that it wes prestically an ‘apc -s3ibility for any
{ndividual to commit it to memory. L.& w.7izsd that it was the
. "

- 3= ;gmﬂllig
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. N 0. $55-1968
5 practice of SILVIEMAN to bring the matspial end lesve §% 2né chex
. come bask leter mrd piek it up. K@werora Of Hlaiw :*’91@%135 ACGE e
+ sion; thé msterisl furnlthed by LIiVuiMnd rod Lo Lt

‘.

-1 Lymadiaeely ond SILVERMAN sefted im bhe iiviag woowm oI ST VESs

T MASTEZ'S home while it wes belng PhotogTaphe.l-
E Kiss £ NPIY velated vhet she did nosw thlas
T, ClLVRRMAR know her fdentity or what activitles she »

. in; howsver, through the nil ‘r"“r'v&'-.g"fis’-“s she was
v tha sapionage ectivitiss of SILVERMAN.
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Bureau letter to Weshington Field 12/L/53.
Teletype from New York to New Orleans 12/22/53.

W
. m‘«“ﬁ
-5. ¢




40(9 ey
j..j +-;l/4,/su L
2%

a ' -
. FEDERAL BUREAU OF lNVESTlGATlON
FormaNo.t - P L ANAL i
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT SJASHINGION-F 'DFFIG Siud b ral e e et w
ATPORT MADE AT - OATE Wi PFERIOD FOR WHICH MADE | REPORT MADK BY
CHARLOTTE , h=T=54 L6651 SAC W, A. MURPHY
p ::'/I e : / ' CHARACTER OF CASE

I I | 0 ' e

i | LAUCHLIN BERNARD CURRIE, was ESPIONAGE B(;,LR;"a _

K SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: - bl
o~ g As o i NS 435 . \‘,:‘M.' :’/
} "\,\’\:‘U .‘»Mc \/AC%Q'— e . Wi i,_,’ (('_bul:\ _ y hae
" @ L‘ M - 1R ' =R = APPRQPRIAT“AC“:’C ES

y 510 ADVISZ'J v
D.ETA.H-S: At T

COPIES DESTROY HSS. & B, B Y Jt;,,,/,né,
-FCIN 11, 3 )
R

456 umf id 1 ke or MEviEs”
\ a k-2 7 r;- —_—
A:Z“:xfg;gpp IN CHARGE ‘l OO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES
10/ %b/g =[] T
l

. COPIES OF YHIS RB‘ORT

- 5 = Burea.u (101-3616) ...
3w Washington Field (100-21604)
2 = New York (100=95069)

2 ~ Charlotte (65-1469)

ity

i -
DEIII'IAL REPORT MCD ITS CONTENTS W‘d? s

’ PROPERTY OF FBI— §
iAGEICY T0 WHICH L

Exv’mi DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF

- mw:ﬂ.

S

L ¢ AN A



B
R . )
B S I

LAPEE

> b
‘_i',,“ .cL

rsrpef

- . lpgani WIS
Ce 65-1469 “ b

- | 4

/ described him as an ineffectual, wispy type L’) &
rson with whom he had very tle to do officially, person or socially. 57 D
‘never worked with him on any White House matters

associates. The only social ai‘fairs he attended with CURRIE were those to which
the White House Staff was invited as a group. He never knew CURRIE to be
associated with any individuals of doubtful loyalty. CURRIE never aroused i

—suspicions of being overly curious in any official matters on any
occasion.

bl

[

o/

= ]
It wasg recollection that CURRIE would only have L7 ‘

had occasion to see the President a e termination of formal White House Press
Conferences, at which time all members of the staff remained to take up with the /,7)D
President any matters of personal concern. The only recollection as of
CURRIE's being actually concerned with any White House matters was occasioned by
CURRIE's being somewhat hurt that he had not been given more prominent responsibility
in welcom:.ng Madam CHIANG KAT-SHEK on one of her early visits to the United States.

conclusion was that if CURRIE were involved in
any situation such as he has-read in the public press it would be on the basis of
his being an ineffectual rather than an insidious person.
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e place of his

~ With regard to his Government service and previous
employment, —furnishgd the following background

“information:

k stated that he served on. thel

it was his recollection
Congress assembled in
the opinion that he and

'was interviewed)7¢

bi1o




- o .‘_._: o ' o s ) M_'_’rj"\‘».{“\
- -; . . b i e s Fd e . a ot
e NY 100-95069 . '
B .

¢ thedr work, onfining his activities to commitsed* ~ &1¢
S iRED - affairs, while frequently br out and 41D
.4t held conferences with other committees. never
e attended any of these conferences with
: - bl

B

_ ﬁ advised that he never met LAUCHLIN ' L&
- "CURRIE and that he could furnish no information concerning him., L10
He said that in connection with the publicity given to the testimony
of ELIZABETH BENTLEY and WHITTAKER CHAMBERS before the House
o Committee on Un-American Activities, he recalled hearing
**. ° CURRIE'S name mentioned but nothing further concerning him. -
L .He knew nothing of CURRIE'S affairs and said that 'he could
furnish absolutely no information concerning him.
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WASHINGTON FIELD

At Washington, D,C,

Will review files concerning individuals mentioned
in referenced New York letter March l, 1954 and submit
recommendations to the Bureau regarding interviews with them.

. Will conduct interviews authorized by, and such
investigation as instructed by the Bureau.

NEW YORK
| | At New York, New York

Will conduct such interviews as may be authorized
by the Bureau.

REFERENCE: New York airtel, 3/5/5%.
New York letter, 3/4/5%.
tashipgton Field letter, 2/26/54.
Bureau letter, 2/17/54.
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uties of subject when the latter was assistaht to President
during World War II. He believed CURRIE possibly operated
the desk of HARRY HOPKINS for a short period, or had his own
b\\ desk as a representative of a minority group. He did not
know associates or acquaintances of CURRIE.
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He stated the organization of the Executive
Office at that time was never clear to him.. He explained that
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he was not closely as
office proper, except

socleted with anyone in the Exacutlvé o
who wWas a b7

colleague. é‘)p

recelled LAUQ@LIngggbuﬁﬁxn_as e white House
assistent to President ROOSEVELT, but stated he had a hazy
“pecollection of him. He advised he was not sure whet CURRIE'S
duties were at the tlme, but telieved CURRIE possitly wes ean
assistant to HARRY HOPKINS, or hed an entirely independent desk
of his own €5 & representative of & minority grcupe. He eadvised
he only saw the President's assistants at press conferences and
had no dealings with them. He steted he had no knowledge re-
garding CURRIE'S assoclates, personal acquaintances or CURRIE!'S
specific duties when connected with the Executive 0ffice. He
related that &n assistant operated the cffice of HARRY HOPKIKS
during the latter's f{1lness and this assistant mey have been

CURRIE.

recelled that & Special Assistant to the President
approached hiu during world wer 11 end asked him to influence
the assignment of & Marine. could not recell the
name of the Merine. XLe stated that
him mey heve been CURRIE, and 1f so, that was the only convere-
sation he ever hed with CURRIE.

the assistant who approached



i o A A A

- e .. .
cwp ?U-; Srarprety isybaie
p

. . 'O: .
KRRy

. ‘:I “

K1¢ Qadvised the -following individusls would be able ™ -
1‘77,) to Iurnis nformaetion relative to measures of security taken

to safeguard materials within the white Eouse when CURRIE was

an essistant to the Presidents .

ottt
— concluded by stating that his recollection of
CURRIE is too vague to be of sny valuee
« RUC = wd r' '
1 t 3. ; . ¢ - '



