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T g?é'd'e:"_ ch’oolz,gh‘éft
in el kroom, .hangs up his
. WY k

e xy’and ~’= dreamy, Democratic promxsos and

2
mJ

-anything could be published@ ST,

- If there ‘wa's now a chance Thomas or;
'/ someone else there. might talk as seemed

) hkely. then1would have to do somethmg,

I

» and he rapidly devised a plan.ﬂw.h;w s b
+*l. He left Instantly for. Washington, ‘went, 3
to the Justice -Department,’ ‘and re-.n the almost nightly escape from Washing- -\~

" ported that he had a client, 'unnamed
who had knowledge of a serious federal

Telds

Juss »!"S

e +*
,,".

fail tocarry them out. B

ut'that hasn't sunk in any more than“
, the Watergate Scandal or, the Milk Scan-:
,dal or the: Wheat Scandal’ or the You-"
quick. I telephoned Morgan in Atlanta,” Fill-in-the-Blank .Scandal.”

Nor does*

'occasional pellets of, int‘ormation and

grains ‘of news. With prestdentlal pre

y purposes. the mice ‘must live off Ziegle A
' braeﬁngs, and they only hayi :

front of the'b

the, .country over which this capltal.» House., bnefm

presxdes know about another scandal

Y ton’s”’ Jatls.'Smce January _they have-
averaged one escape every four days.’

888
urp!hr had n
L gnd had i
i\lltary record of as‘éj mge . elth

that it appeared to i hea g
& But in the end, orto th \

* not Cooper, whlch mea,

squelched the weakened thlngs, tellmg . Ifell hard.;:

them that, “We re not going’ to have this:*
type of chaos in future briefings.. (and)’

. it et
. Longagol p!ayed ina poké% game wi
. a bristly-browed old curmudgeon wl

5 .38 far as this briefing is concerned I'm’ " had run whxskey fox\Capone in Phil
) endmg it, it's ended."’}“‘* B R *"delphia. He was .one to h'old | man. |
The questions pile up. Instead of an- : would try to goad me #nto et

‘swers' there -are diversions. such . as,} bets, when my. cards™ n‘t‘ indicate

Marina Whltman, the most~presentable'.ﬁf should. “Go on. 'l‘ake ac

Lo TUnS Washtngton Do we blame the low- member” of the Council of Economic ' ed. "Columbustookach% )

-» crime, that the client planned to pub.,’
_lish a story about it, and that the client - “ only singularly, but in groups. AR =
- would turn over the information he - ., Fat City, Rat Cxty, who's to blame"
would print. - 10 days before. pubhca- " One test of an admlmstratlon is how it

tion——provxdmg the client "¢could get a-
promise of immunity. Here was the

" They make.. good the:r get- aways not

-'x, ;. o

o legal danger: were I to pubhsh the »

- the crooks bribing their way out? That .
story and Cooper take flight, thenI might i accusation has been made but not an-,
be liable for aiding and abetting a Cl'i-": swered. No questions get answered in..

cahbe;' of ' Nixon's’ appomtees or are -

'. ': minal to take flight to avoid prosecution, -
» and other things. But if the FBI got the
- "information 10 days ahead of publication, -,

‘they’d have a. fair shot at doing theu-,j

- jobs, and for that matter, possibly estab-‘
lishing whether Cooper’s story was true.

the rat kingdom where the rodents come
" out of their holes, and a faceless Presi-
dent slips down and out of sight broad-

‘casting modest radio messages in the
Televnsion Age from

impenetrable -

. places.:* :
Many, many questions.” There are
questions to be asked about John Ales-

" The promise of immunity was made.
Meantime, Morgan urged me to hurry.‘. )

_ Advisors, who makes those monthly ad-
" missions that pr;ces "have gone up again.
“Dahlmgs." the ZsaZsa Gabor of eco-

nomxcs says, 'in effect, “weé have our good
months and, we' have our bad months,
and this was a bad one again, but not so

bad if you know how to read the numbers”. -

like us experts. Sure, bread's up, rent's
up, milk’s up, but we've got GM to hold

-~ Yes. Columbus took a

Still there hngers s all gut feelin
maybe self-serving, maybe not, that
had the right man all‘along. And if

the line on Cadillac, and dxamond pnces\\dxdn't well, so be it. It was' a breat

are stable.” -* -t ot
" Fatcity, Rat city, who' s to blame?\

Copyright, 1872, Thc Washington Post-King
Features Syndu:ou

‘" "taking story that dxdn‘t

check out. Ar
* thatis what a reporter 1s or.‘..,
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. there. that he would surface and expdse ground revoluhonary
* hlmself to capture'l If Cooper was smart 'tell hns story advertismg e s 3
4enough to essay such a slickly pulled-off *" AccordmgIY. l placed a classiﬁed ad . w'

- erime, “he doubtless would be smart - ‘vertisement m several Pacific | North 4;«'.~Moreover. ,sup ose m fact gomeong
~r came forwar frepresentmg himsqlt ;

I%‘} last‘ week’s'.ﬁrstianstall :
ment the .man clazmmg to -

o elD B Coopgf told how he

,,
X
V4

BXS

.| T enough’ to, know . ““th What appetite’ ,¢,West newspapers, addressed to Cooper;’

agents of the law were seekmg his cap-* lnvmng him to “contact me.’and assur‘w.,.Coopgr, ,Hdw\eould 1 know he:“w» “*_g‘n,e,‘

ture, His getting away thh ‘it, after all,” *ing him' we ‘could talk without exposmg\’;f'gm mangz.A‘t;\he;.n al}l.:l;ie (;l “}:;(\lx"!::u‘l‘s‘

...

'lone, . ;ww <] - would only encourage oth,ers to mimic’ him_ to capture‘ An~ lmprudent‘ and i

B Ly «é.; LS do o a . ‘ﬁhis deeg at God knows; what cost to the kwasted effor;. probably. £ had ‘ot peen AL be e, sure someone _'_ul; n'ghtry 9{8 J’sarf\e

FICHE Rl et A A ARG T P Unes “{n-hard.doliars, _lbl.y-i. mm SOOI SO T : a4 »

MR ! ‘ cruted it 3 “Te-humanllfe'"”““"&ﬁf ARG 'K“r.v‘él‘.,é. 'there’ but"a"tin PehanéeCod S would '}tséé‘ néd; Yo prove iral. (Cogper

‘ ¥ 2 e”% alkedzfo,h il 3; N oA il L AR ‘ "respon 4, but's. :;{n fie (l;::oby raps - res.pOnded o, . my-.ad,. g conld ‘demand
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Laap chd:
¢ m?,%h: His getting iw'dy;\'vithj

3
e ,
uld:only encou

WO

AL
ted
etter: After several da
: 1.decided to try a scheme
lly - used once befo.

Iding-‘a member of

O
re..!

’

s Ry b
\ “The'man who says he js D
:letter appeared in & Reno newspaper: . [N o CN
+1"didn’t rob’Northwest O

4y

nly 24 months to live. My life;has-been:
‘eap.ﬂsha.te-.i'-:turmoﬂ.;:ms!nuon.-np¢:§
ore' liate.-This seemed like the.fastest'
\and most profitable. way to glin a fo
-'lamu- of peace of mind. 1 am not}
oléd up in some obscure’ backwoods 3
own. Neither am I a psychopathie kﬁ-‘ﬁ.
AS'8 matter of fact, I've-never even'®
elved a speeding ticket.” : i LSRR
ere;. the longtrained reporter's
jstinct suggested, was 8 man who wanted

.

up in: g .it"all alone:snd

diving- out of.the plane -with $200
booty-and ‘to ' ali “appearances, gett}

¥ away with it.-Half the FB(;ugntp inthe
country were, Jooking for him. Hundre

.of military ‘troops fanned .out-'on" foot

‘to search’thecountryside ‘around. LakeS

‘Merwin, Wash, where'it -was believe ;%

“he landed after parachutine. Nowrthuwnct t%.

rage gthers:to-mimi

Tagt of
¥s of pondering, .
‘I had success- -

4 sec

~ground ary.
:;?'tell'hu.lt_pry:@dv!{ﬂiw ]
‘Accordingly, I 'placed a.gla ifled;ad
vertisement ‘in lgvem.,;PangQX;Nm
~West newspapers, addressed to Cod
Inviting ‘him to contact me,’ ang’ agsy

ng bim’we. could talk without exposing

- - An: imprudent; »AndS

swasted effort, probably. I had:not‘p_,éqw
'one to shy away from risks, No'only.was ;
thero but a tiny chance Coaper;would;
respond, but a minefield of booby-trape
and .pittalls lay in wait I would; he
orking alone and unde » Out
he law, treading a delicate constitu:
tional line. If I found Cooper, would I
have  constitutional privilege as a LR
-porter to keep my source of information

W !
g

as amart o

ulled-off

isicaj
Alter all,

.
*

"t tPreparing

"~y btained" the'

:;/baining the nu
stolen - bills,

bills. The FBI
.t to banks and gﬁhqr money institutions
"*Midnight Phone :

ilure’ from.},
rot ynder:

w'a

s
\

Call i ik ey
%, Thenan ‘entire ‘month passed “The -
;:few respondentsto the ad were ¢ranks

4.
SN, SN SN
JBCooper, .

&

2. Call:me 2554

Tand: I ‘'will
us o talk

"Who has’been' !

have made. arrangements fo

on asafetelophone,”.: .
‘é,i-,r,q.As is many a veporter
§iinvolved, in  hairy,
2 (L. had ;eovered. ]

'g‘  almost to the point of paza
nola “gbout . telephone lapping. Onc

3 .down ‘South, &' reporter friend ;
stating his integration story to hix'e
2by long-distance ¢all:when a voice,
- vious probably cop, broke in and *;
i ed  nigge loving,

A .

I was careful

)




atter of
2 speeding t
v long-tr

 most daring 453 airline hold;

fiup i ;. history doing it all alone’'and:
© oo diving out’ )f _the plane with $200,000. &
H booty—and to “all appearances’ getting -

and ingenious airline hold

™

| away with it, Half the FBI agents in the,
country were looking for him. Hundreds:
* of military’troops fanned out on foot?
to search the countryside around Lake’ .
Merwin, Wash., where ‘it was believed:
he landed after pa'rachuting.( Northwest
posted a $25,000 reward. So no' matter "
how urgentiy Cboper might have wanted?
v to talk, he would be laying extremely '
low. = il e, R A
n, Nevertheless, 1 brooded, if ar porter
* Yeould somehow get to Cooper) what a’ -
story there was to be had. Not only was-
the erime daringly unique, but Cooper’s -
W letter suggested an extremely uncomm‘bl}"}.
and thus * potentially fascinating mo-:
tive. If a reporter was ‘good At his craft,.
he looked for'this extra dimension in a-
© Story - a situation or an’oceurence of *
‘an~extraordinary nature that instantly
crystalized some aspect of the human

RS 4 f

spectacle.” . . .. ¢ TN L ek BT o

Given the intensity of the search for - P
Cooper, however, what, real hope was . B¥erray
Copyright® 1972 Platypus Publications -
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nvolved’
;. had;

Y noia’. _ ! in|
_’g;ddwn South, a reporter friend -

,tating his integration story to h s office "

%;by_\long-di's'tanc'_e ‘call when' a’ vojice, ob-
g viously white, probably cop, brokpinand .
Said_. “You" goddamned nigge
on-of-a-biteh.” s sy, ok R
“v One learned to be - carefull] about .
7 phones. By néxt morning, I had a; range
$'an elaborate- system __involvink. foy

- =

e o e -t

.

.. KARL FLEMING : was associat

4 Newsweek magazine es correspBndeni,;

IS
2

't Los Angeles bureau chief gnd contributing -

; Birmingham, Setma, Ole Miss, Litt/P Rock
..and Wats. He covered thé dssass fatioiﬁ o

§ ".of President John F. Kennedy and f§s’
- ther Robert and those of Martin

%' gan. He also reported on the Charles Man®.
1 . son and Jack Ruby trials for Newsweek. ;
c.and the trial of Pueblo spy ship captain. ® .
", Lloyd M~Bucher, + - . o !{l'

LI

- King and Medgar Evers. He was assigned .
" to Richard Niron during the last, Presiy . |
. .dential campaign and has covered L‘yndor;; ot
v.. Johnson, George Wallace, Hubert um-l
:T‘ ‘phrey, Barry Goldwater and Ronald Rea- X
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ght be: a Boeing engineer, G. skyjacker, riding the plane hej:

$! e el Y
. s izl R
Cooper Story, an arci'st’s'c;onception'of what he says het
tioner enjoying his spoils; o1 ¢ convict, caught an

vas, is, and mi
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' cted to take the call and refer it to felt guxlty even when stealmg “cookies phase out everybody mtheir403 because T
her number, where a fnend was_from a jar when he was a child.. ... ;- it would be cheaper, : and better, econo-
'dmg by with instructions 'to take . ; He had been married to the same
c¢all, refer the caller to yet ‘another woman for 25 years, had never cheated If you can suck the last drop of gray, £
nugnber-—wherel was wamng—and then -’ .on her once, ‘belonged to the country  matter ‘from the ones you're 801!18 to
get out ‘of the house. In case'the call’ club the P’I‘A and had been so faithful dump and put jt into the brains of the L
. -was. traced to that number, the friend ‘an upward-asplrmg engineer at Boeing .-younger ones, then see how much more
ame knock- %ithat he carried two cheese sandwwhes _.money you're ahead!”’ :.% ',,;e“?,;wﬁ 3
g M iy .. The first shock passed, ’ and Cooper A
t,9 p.m., I was waiting, and at 910 .the night at his job. He was a ;:erfect - realized ihat his situation= thotgh he "
‘phone rang. The caller. ldentxﬁed Free enterprxse specxmen TR had a $300 a month mortgage on a subur- 7
i Wy ban home, two cars, a boat, acamper and
actingasan mtermedxaryforCooper Feathers His NeCk e 57 %~ two children to support—wasn't too bad.
' said Cooper was interested in ex:’ © ltem! “You don't laugh at motherhood After all, this executive at "Northwest,
ining to the "American peoble the . You don't laugh at tradition, at religion, * upon ‘whom occaslonally COODC!' Jpaid *
son for the skyjacking, but Cooper’ ,at everything possible that a man could “service calls, “had "“made /a’ <standing
_'_s having a hard time financially. He hold dear,"hesaid. . .. . offer that any time T wanted to change "
sn:t able to spend the $200,000, for the  Item: “When you re at the footba“ _companies...it would be ‘great _to have
,mgney was hot. The FBI had the numbers game and somebody gets up and sings " me ‘on the Northwest team.” The North- !
-of the b:lls, therel’ore - he wanted to sell _the ‘Star-Spang]ed Banner,' it still makes ~west man had been buttenng im_up, ¥
i story for $45,000, to be paid in three the feathers come up on my neck when ourtmg him even.’ W ﬂ@n? -
. IThearit.” . e .. So Cooper telephoned hxm. The secr: :
 Item; "When 1 had my ﬁrst sexual ex-” ary said he was on another lgne and
a penence ‘with a glrl | was 17 yearg old would call back. When he dxdn't 'Cooper
“This was an older woman. 1wassg dumb. -, phoned again., He was not in the, office
3 was ‘drinking beer with her. I was away b '. i e hav

Se!thr'il:ily(')maslsh ows Gp from”home and it was’ Christmas Eve." " him call. He didn't. .Cooper’
h’ \ :

We went, to her apartment. She asked - azain 'He was in conference, the‘
S0 rtary’ sald Finally, anothe bolf o tmL 3
o his’ old pal-at’ Northwest his ‘o¢ asion,g)' )
rea;,‘ S "the next thing, I had to’ go to 'sol_f partner, was avoxdme
the~ bathroom ‘and when’ ‘I came back, £ woul :
= g., he E\ga "in bed So 1 said -Weu, I guess" As the ‘out-of-work day passed. Cooper’
et ouns ; 5 “alppx'ng nlo,_his ;8avings 3and;
fms*glf—and he ¥ X D i the
ek iWand warm me up ‘a bit Well, 1 m a pretty’ ' rést ‘of his life, His pride had beep hv
eraphs of his client. mctures that 10oked .1, fallacs T Geret nt fm ntoots p ’: ..As}.\ man who Fefs 1ip and nnoeﬁ:wnr
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and"&s 00

‘map, Who' stoo
hls life and ask

e

! ed mter cigarettes. He spoke',ln

- Cooper was amuous to have the money“
R handed over, But-I' insisted on ‘séeing

i

| the real money, whereupon; Thomas;# you can look forward to a bonus and the ..
Xq extracted a wallet and’ produced three::x*pens,on and be well-fed and, of course,
-7 erisp $20 bills. I- checked their se"ia’_,b;'you'll get the gold watch or whatever. "
. ¢ numbers ° 833"15& the: FBI list, #%.That was D'B. Cooper, and that was -
matched. > s S5 A & F the way he had lived his life, patiently

hoeing out the row, obeying the rules,
the three $20 bills. “And I have $199, 940 T

i\ and waiting to cash-in on the Amerlcan
, more of them buried in the ground that’? Dream as advemsed A
I will be happy to give you in exchange iv:.-

for other bills,” he said. I told him I'- Bitter Payoff EPRN
" didn't think I wanted to have any stolen ., . His payoff, he related bltterly, came
f +_ bills in my possession. " ¥ .o i =42 one day when he went to his Boeing desk
e I continued to hesltate, proddmg Coop- 'and found a pink slip of dismissal. He
"er to yield up details of the hijacking— " “was crushed. o Twme
few of which had appeared in the press.:> . “It made me feel ;ust hke the tm.t
- He began hesitantly, but soon con-_". tlme I jumped out of an anrplane
ymced me I had the right man. Subse-* just bereft of’ everythmg that's msxde :
quently I handed over the money, with . you, that's all,” he said. . D
the stipulation that it be held for ,Coop-- . He was being replaced he dxscoveted
er's legal defense were he caught. What by a man 15 years his junior, a junior

- helped convinced me wasg what Cooper man he had carefully trained. He had

_ said was his motive.." - - <5 % been a believer, an unquestioning cog,

" He.was raised in an authontanan but now a jolt of hard truth hit him:
; . Catholic household, Cooper said, and “You're dead wood. If they could, they'd

NI

« ALY
1 } Sl
: KR ¥ FNA
S ‘-‘.!‘s'-'.‘}év v F FANRFVLA 1 iy
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warded Because bestdes your pay .
4 “check and your annual leave and your ™,
vacation if you get a little higher up,’.

.«wuo\.:’.x AN et IORL G E L S LN R

iy PR .r. haq € I/ ;“ -
the anger at being fired and tossed *aéi’f
oo

the junkheap, the betrayal.of f hi

'ed‘,.over him’ |n tear-s ldl{

r"sr‘.‘ - 5‘1
He couldn't get P
detenorating. He began to contemplate

suicide. Pills, he finally decided, would

do it. The Catholic Church had instilled
too strongly in him that suicxde, like
mantal mt‘idehty. is a sm. PN

B

At home every day. he read a lot of .

newspapers They were full of hijacking"""
stories, which he read after vainly
’ searchmg the classxfied job section._':

" "uSo then, I started thinkmg about it
" he saxd “The more I tbought about it,

the more Lthought how easy it would be.
Because the security is very weak, very.

lax, almost non-existent. So I started
to organize, mentally, to do this. I would *
go on with everyday living. But I would
begm to think about thxs in earnest." :

- Then followed a penod ot moral
wrestling. “There’s the code: you can't
take what's not yours. But wait a minute, -
Who says it's not mine? Where would
this money come from? Either the stock-
holders or the company that insures
them. Now, wait a minute. Insurance. -

Who has a strangle hold onthe American

economy? Insurance: companies. And’

LN the insurance companies.

They’re ‘buyir g landi
bundi :

- be the way. He tried, but he’ couldn’t- i

.Karl Flemmg andD B. Coopr*a' b

“n,

‘to hide the money.
They re loaning money. They’r
ing skyscrapers. They’re into eve

hing.

lowance,” Cooper said. ° R

L

So he planned. “1 dxdn’t want
anything I had up, and in order

thing. And then I was, if you'll Bardoh

the expression,, very much pissed off -

_right then. So more and more, I planned

for over a year, and still I was nét sure R

I would go through with it. But

y bit-
‘terness was changing to hard cyn?clism 2

If he did it, how much money would he’
ask? Had he worked at Boeing to ‘retxre-

ment, his annual income, thh company "

p: hoy
: many millionaires made $1 last year ang
s;"dxdn't pay taxes. And look at th oxl
" companies. I could put the money 1
~ would steal down as a depletﬁon al‘

maintain what I had, I had to dg{some- -

B AR
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benefits and his fow inves % even ad - : ! ' : ~and thelr: ugh

_be about $13,000. He went’ to . : ' 17 i1 showed. them. I'm not

Thomas,” investment counselor, wh A ‘ 1.;can. make ' apother jump {toMOITOW.
Wax in Ears 2o 7" 2 favor, he said. “I've shown them that .1 can make one 10 years from now, God:

‘pad approached him several times.pre-; |
el E | W o i (R a1 B T X s
o : . méasantumad T in - hifael - Andi. \ pont .

N




* . benefits and, his few inve
be "about

- Thomas,”

i A

ad afjproached hi
.vious gbout putting
fouch of a capital
asked{ would a man have to invest to
yield §n annual
I Thomps took

50,000,
en decided his nee
scaled down the figure
hat was how he decided

]How

|

i 'out:

l })ut th
‘ 'so he
.cAnd '
*.the g

_iplang a

. |the

‘l :'guilt'|
| 7 sibilty
;;t’o stage
-1 killed. |
¥y ;

e for $200,000. ' ' *

tments,
" $12,000. He' went-to "5S¢
‘{nvestment : counselor, }wha

“ A
! » N

m several times pre-.
his money into land.
sum, Cooper

income of about $12,0007
his pencil and worked it
Cooper thought about it,
ds were modest,
to $200,000.

to hijack

e

elating how ‘he hijacked the’

r o

‘and drove home in his car with
woriey, he ins
' over the crime,
that he might encourage others

isted he didn't feel
or over the pos-

hijackings, unt someone got

“Seth

By
-‘7;1
o

5

,',;,'be filmed by a freelance cameraman and -

o4
%

&
-

Pl

ol

“ When we finishe

i bills to be filmed.

venTall of it T liad more coming than " the rat ra
g” he  hisfantasy

hat, 1. didn't do a
gaid. o Y

nything wron
Ears,

Wax in E P
” d ‘some eight hours
of taped interviews, he put on make-up
1 cap and allowed himself to

and a woo

p after in-
see

soundman I had brought u
structing them to hear nothing,
nothing, ask no questions. 1 made
stick wads of wax into their ears W
1 interviewed Cooper, and made them.

turn their backs from the camera when " ‘He* ynev ! _
he raised the photostats of the §tolen _anything against - the" Esm)lishm_em."_faj,ﬁed my, exl,slenc_e.j,_'by.,_crgating some-.

. ht.i v but here
with cold venge

ot

-That afterncon, we rodé—,;long
eth Thomas, whose name
o be Jack Lewis—down Interstate
and he showed me all the key spots

he hijacking. As we,

I naw knew ‘sage “to
5, wants 'to shoot _everybody’ over 30
“in * They've botched every s o
drove, he talked _ ever
1d he get back in '"‘all‘theh;

e
rac

| . . v s o T
. #If ‘anything, I've_done the p opl

‘favor,” -he said. “I've shown them that %

don't have'to
" stereotyped  individual - that ?

“planes. You don't have to even raise
your voice. You don't have to, e an)
violence. . You,
threats, and you

it can be done. You

be the’

don't have 'to 'use’ any

A eening’
. gystem dogsn’g_ w_ork." _ 1

he had hijacked this plane ina
ful rage. Now he had a mes-.
the' younger generation’ that
ingle one }hey‘ye
‘done, with all their bombings and,
riots and cold-_bloodg'd mgiders'
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use ‘any .

can still tell that plane,
them ~ Where to go and not jeopardize all those
hile people. I showed them their’ 3

never 'dre‘air‘xed 1 ‘would be saying

5.
" classie commenta

“showed them. I'm notover.
<an ‘make another :jump tomorTow. -
can make oné 10 years from now, Go

willing, You bet.”  ikk3 R sl

jfkAnd: 41 proved to ‘the Establishment
hat I'm not just a faceless number. I'm g
a person. I'm & human being. 1 proved
that Old Dad can still do it =¥ - T
Jubilantly, I packed my film, my tapes,
the bills and headed home. |
horic ‘when the plane’

R reached 'Los Angeles.” I'felt that if 1!

‘never wrote another story, I had justi- :

>'thing 'worthwhil

g

‘ e, something that would it
“stand =1 presumed to, jmagine~ as & &

Nexs week d 0U%.
{jtrayal of trust, so

“growing 'sdspiqi}gn hat it was_gl
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Continug“d {from 10th Page
ad in newspapers around
Oregon and Washington,
asking Cooper to contact
him.

Later, while Fleming and

millionaire Max Palevsky -

were organizing L4, an in-
termediary offered to put
thé new sman in contact
with Cooper—for $30,000.
Palevsky put up the money
and Fleming flew up to
meet Cooper, dragging
along two tape recorders, a
motion picture camera,
two cameramen and $30.-
000 in cash.

The haadline on the
third ard final instaliment

* read: “Is D. B. Cooper the

real D. B. Cooper?" There
is considerable reason for’
doubt, since the men who
police say talked to Flem-
ing — and who allegedly
took his $30,0C0 — have
been arrested by the FBI
on charges of defrauding
Fleming of his meney.
Arrested Before Story
The arrest took place on
May 2, long before Flem-
ing wrote his story for LA,
Why did Fleming pub-
lish the story in a manner
that led some readers, un-
- aware of the fraud arrest,
to believe that the early
installments were the real
thing? {
Fleming doesn't feel that
. the initial installment was
deceptive, noting that
there were disclaimers in
it," referring o two 1lines
near the end: "The fore-
oing narrative was reiat-
ed to me by the man 1 be-
Yieved to be Cooper . . S
and, *Doubts about wheth-
er 1 had the right man

would arise later. . .
*I wanted the reader to

LexpeTIEnce it just exactly

&=

Iy
<~

2s 1 4id," Fleming says.
"It's an advenfire siwory, -
as much about me as
about D. B. Cooper, and I
wanted to put the reader
in my shoes. If the reader
was reasonably alert, he
would have seen in the
press that these guys had
been busted by the FBL"
if the man Fleming in-
terviewed was not D. B.
Cooper — and Fleming.
isp't totally sure he was
not the hijacker—then he
was a masteriul con man,
to hear Fleming tell it.
Paid at First Meefing
"] gave Him the whole
$30,000 at our first meet-
ing, after T was convinced
that thns wes D, B Cood
er," Flerung savs, "At that
point a cormr men would
have taken the money and
run like hell, but this guy,
Cooper, came*back and
submitted himself to eight
hours of taped interviews;
30 minutes of filmed inter-
views and sitili phole
graphs. His intermediary
sicned a contract (saying
the $30,002 would be used
" for Cocper's legal defense)
with his real name and leit
his fingerprints all over
the contract."
The story was to have
been in the opening issue
of LA. To avoid charges of
-aiding a fugitive from jus-
tice, Fleming turned his
material over to the FBI
15 days hefore publication
(he had told Cooper not to
tell him anything he
didn't wart the police to
know.) Included were Xe-
rox copies of the $20 bills
Fleming had been shown
as proof of Cocper's identi-
ty. The serial numbers
matched those on the list
of ransora bills but FBI
documents experts said
that the phetocopies indi-
cated that the bills were
counterfeil.
with ali the information
Fleming's subiects haad
supplied, the FBI had no
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14 trouble younding thera up. @8 sophisticated a5 the one
! % ol . s . a—r
15 With their trial sched- this guy toid m& wouid be
16 . uled to begin Xov. 2%, stupid  enoush to turn
7 Fleming says he still finds around and exposé himself
B it “d}fﬁcult to accept’ the 10 capture this way- ,
g possxbility that he was *] don't exclude the POS
j‘vd?:‘; duped. #] asked that gUY sibility that he was both '
o1 gestions no con man smart enough to pull off
21 ¥ could have prepared for, 1the nijacking. sell me the
22 he says. "1 went over him  story and sprea enoug
23 like 2 vacuum cleaner.” jalse clues in the story SO
<4 Fleming notes that it wouid not look right and
Cooper" went into detail the FBI would say & ismt
on matters of air naviga- the hijacker. S0, it hedoes
n o any time, ivs for {fraud,
n
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43 man ,.‘

‘ion S0

zg?.r;tchute pro:e-
that Fiem-

ot
die .

pilarking ¢

¢ coy.es cut, the

fa=m

dure—unavare
ing is a licensed privaie pt- when
lot with scme 709 hours in §200,000 is stilithere.” &
the air. 1n that €es3@ of course,
Because Of the magni- Fleming's sevics would e
tude of the story and be- a lrue account of the hi-
cause of S intended role  jacking as readers of Part
-as the tickoff piece for his Ore might have thought,
new newspaper, Fleming ot the ecount of how a
gays, he Was extremely reporiel ot duped, a8
careful in his ques'.ioning. pary Three indicates, ©OF
. "At the risk of sounding - perhaps it would be poth.
jmmodest,” he adds, in any evelLb Fleming
wouldn't want to ¢o @b .- has no regrets about the
thing to damage my OW% adventure. «pve always
very good reputation asa bpeena reporter who takes
reporter." isks. YO don't get the
He has an ingenious plums at the top O the
mirrot-within-a-mirror tree upless you jump
theory of his own igh. ’
*T'm not saying that the Fleming may have sorne
FBI was wrong. and jingering doubts apout ihe
would never suggest that wman Ne interviewed, put
they would deliberately Platypus Pubiications,
distort the facts—thous publisher of LA, appears
if I, one lonely reporter, 1o have none. 1t has filed 2
could get the story when €30,000 civil suit against
8,00 ¥BI agents couldnt, he men arrested By the
then that's : the kind © c « it was Ge
ublicity at J.
Hoover, then alive, woul
want for th FBL"
Noting t
: was aware
i would be publishe
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A United Sta.zs Attorney
5 2 _ :
£ 1012 United States Courthouse
i 6 3 . |lSeattle, Washington 98104
a4 (206) 442-7970
o1 ‘
125 . .
13
B ) ..
15 ~ UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURY
}f 7 A . WESTERN DISTRICT OF WASHINGTON
: 78 g ' AT SEATTLE
i _
R Q . o i
FR 002 . ' ' : ) i f QU] P ST
g_f?Q 9 UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, ) ]i QS'&§ §'4;
poets : - S) T
¢ 22 10 Plaintiff, 1) > "NO.
[ ' ) ]
i oo ) -
126 12 WILLIAN SOHN LEWIS, a/k/a, -7y .
JACK LEWIS, anc DONALD SYLVESTER ) INFCRMATICH
13 1URPRY, ).
: ' )
£ ey 14 . . Defendants. )
ks - )
£
%3§ 16 The United'States Attorney Charges fthat:
g,2 M COUNT I
Y
HEE 18 R R Beginning on or about Februvary 1, 1972 and
)
';-jl.;g .
¥ 19 continuing thereafter th
Te2 : -
il the Western District of Washington, defendants
34 : .
§;5 21 LEWIS (also known as Jack Lewis) and DONALD SYLVESTER
i16 ’ : . . N
%1’ 22 MURPHIY devised and intended to devise a scheme and artifice
ie8 . ‘ B
349 23 to defraud Karl Payne Eleming, Newsweek MNagazine, Platypus:
31 24 Pubications, and other persons, businesses and corporation
by : |
‘Q:F 25 by means of the following false anc fradulent pretenses,
4 1 - ' A
; 26 ‘representations and promises, well knowing the sam;iwoulé
B A ning
reof. .
e G P14
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_defnauﬁitlﬁ%a ongé' about’ Fcbruary 1, 7332 ‘LHLIAM JJ IN -
“L ‘ﬁ.
1

ol e
with Dd'3”$C

=:9‘=-':-ﬁ

3
2. ‘ vas a part of sai:l schen

- - B

LEVIS phoﬁédAKarl Fleming in Lot Angeles, ulllOPIia that
defendant‘LEWIS identified himself as "Seth Thomas" and
told Fleming that he could ar;aﬁge an interview between
Fleming and "D. B. Cooper." __' .

3. It was further a part of said scheme-and artifice.
to defraud that on or about February 13, 1972, de fendant
WILLIAM JOHN LEYIS made a reservation for Karl Fleming ét
the Swept Ving Inn, Seattle, Washington.

4. It was further a part of said Scheme and artifice
to defrzaud that on or aboué February 106, 1972}'defeniant ¥
WILLIAM JOHN LEWIS met with Flpmlnv-av the Svept Vin
Se*“tle, Uashln"LOﬁ, and‘informed Fleming thev an interview
with "D, B. Cooper" woulé be arranged by WILLIAM J‘H} LEWIS

- ] :
for the sum of $I5,000, payablz in three installments; ani

-3

that defendant WILLIAM JOHN LEWISiknew said representationt
and promise would be and‘wag false when made.
5. It was further é part of said scheme

to defraud tﬁat on or about February 23, 1972,
WILLIAM JOHN LEWIS and DONALD SYLVESTER HMURPHY met with
Fleming at the Edgewater Inn, Séattle, Washingtbn, and
represented that defendant MURPHY was “D. B. Coopef?“ well
kxnowing said representation would be and was false when
made.

; 6. It was further a part of seid schc&o and 3'ic§_
toﬁdefraud éhat on or about February 23, 1972, defendants 4
WILLIAM JCHN LEWIS and DONALD SYLVESTER NMURPHY took the sum -

of $30 OO from Karl Flemlng as payment for an interview
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