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SYNOPSIS OF INFORMATION %, REFERENCE SEARCH SLIP
PAGE NUMBER

In regard to the attempted bombing 100-135-4-290 p. 1 (12)-"

of Temsle Beth E1, Birminghanm,

on 4/29/58, Connor revealed to

reporters that fin erprints were

found on a piece of cardboard
placed on tog of sticks of
dynamite. Since this information
was to have remained confidential
it appeared that Connor may have
been using resultant publicity to
his own advantage.

Article captioned "Fla. Union 100-135-4-Sub A (12)~

‘Chief Gets Death hreat; "NY Post" 4/29/58

Dynamite Found in Alabama Temple® p. 2
reported that Connor called for

the death sentence for bombers

and had stated that the bombing :
attempts in Birmingham appeared to

be part of an "interstate conspir-

acy."” '
Article, captioned "Ministers 100-135-4-Sub A, (13)
Appeal for Big Reward to Catch "Birmingham News"

Bombers,® stated that Connor had  4/30/58, p. 1
announced plans to meet with ¢ ‘
officials of Nashville, Tennessee,

and Jacksonville and Miami,

Florida, to discuss the recent

bombings. Connor was asking the

FBI to enter the case because of

the possibility that persons

outside the state might be involved.

Article captioned "Police Await 100-135-4-Sub A (13)~
Bombing Tests,” stated that Connor "Birmingham News"
was to attend a meeting in 5/2/58, p. 1

Jacksonville, Florida, with
officers from other cities which
had been similarly attacked.

(continued on next page)
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i SYNOPSIS OF INFORMATION

Article caftioned "Police Have

~ Fingerprints in Temple Bomb Case,"
stated that Connor revealed that
the individual who attempted to
blow up the Temple Beth-E1, left
behind a good set of fingerprints,
Connor believed that a reward
should be offered for the bomber,

Article captioned *Bombing Probe

Produces Prints®, gtated hat

Connor had announced that gome

frogress along the line of check-
ng out the fingerprints had

been made,

Article captioned "Syn agogue
Bomb Probe Continues," reported
that Connor had stated that the
PD was continuing their inves-
tigation of the bombing of the

8ynagogue,

~ Article captioned "Sya Lie-Test
'~ Challenges On Alabama ombing, "
stated that Connor challenged
the Reverend Fred L. Shuttles-

in regard to the bombing of his
. home and church ip 1956,
. Shuttlesworth agreed to submit
. Yo such a test if Connor would
~...d0 likewise,

Pertaining to the relationship,
. as of 7/22/58, existin between
~.Connor and the Bureau in con-
nection with the handling of
bombings anq other matters in

: ngham, Director's
. notation, ~

REFERENCE

e T
ngham News
5/4/58, p. 1

100-135-4-Sub A

"Birmingham Post-
Heraldn 5/6/58, P. 1

100-135-4-Sub A
"Birmingham Pogt-

100-135-4 Sub-4
"NY Post" 6/4/38 P. 3

100-135-4-368- * Enc1.

(continued on
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(13)

(13)—

(29)

(36)”
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A summary of information dated 100-135-4-365 p. 1-3  A1,21)"

7/24/58, taken from Bureau files,

= -set out background information
concerning Connor. The
Birmingham Office was being
instructed to hold contacts with
Connor to a minimum in view of

-~ his unsavory background and due
to the fact that he was attempt-
ing to unload his investigative
responsibilities, in connection
with bombings, on the Bureau.
Director's no{ation.

By memo dated 7/29/58, the AG 100-135-4-364 p. 1 A12,20%

(continued) L lk
| ; CONF
SYNOPSIS OF INFORMATION - REFERENCE

et S

thanked the Bureau for back-
ground information on Connor.
Mention was made of a visit by
Connor to the Justice Depart-
ment on 7/21/58. _

Article captioned "Cops Raid . 100-135-4~Sub A £39,41)-7
Bombed Church, Sieze Guns," "NY Courier" 8/23/58,

stated that tﬁe Reverend ' P 3

Shuttlesworth had written a

letter to Connor charging that

the twice-bombed Bethel Baptist

Church in Birmingham was not

receiving proper protection

from the PD. ~

‘The 9/3/58 issue of the 100-135-4-391 Encl. p. (12)
"Birmingham News" carried an 1 _

.- article which quoted Connor as
warning "outsiders” to stay away
from city schools., This article

< went on to name three individ-

' uals who had been loitering near a

school in Birmingham,

_ (
3 ' (continued on next page)
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SYNOPSIS OF INFORMATION - REFERENCE ' -§EARCH SLIP
PAGE NUMBER
: Article captioned "Shuttlesworth  100-135-4-Sub A (13) ~
~ Demands Integrated Park System," "Birmin Post-
” stated that Shuttlesworth had Herald 10/23/58

v sent a telegram to Connor calling mno page
j for an end of segregation in
public recreational facilities.

Article captioned "New Arrests 100-135-4-Sub A - (13)
Threatened In Alabama," stated "NY Herald Tribune"

that Connor had said that any one 11/15/58, p. 1

attempting to organize or aid a

boycott of buses in Birmingham

would be arrested.

Article captioned "Victory is - 100-135-4-Sub A A13,29)
Seen for States Rights,” stated "Birmingham Post-
| that Connor commended the Herald", 11/25/58,
tﬁ Supreme Court's decision up- p. 1
holding the Alabama school
placement law. ‘

The following references in the file captioned "Racial Matters,
Birmingham" contain information pertaining to Eugene "Bull" Connor
Police Commissioner, Birmingham FD.

.SYNOPSIS OF INFORMATION ' REFERENCE SEARCH SLIP
R PAGE NUMBER
In 1960, Connor was named as a 157-6-4-21 Encl, p. 1 (16)//

co-defendant in a suit which sought
to reorganize the Birmingham

school system on a non-racial

basis. Connor was Commissioner of

< Public Safety and Commissioner of
o Education.

o (continued on next page)
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SYNOPSIS OF INFORMATION REFERENCE . SEARCH SLIP
‘ ' PAGE NUMBER
N As a candidate for Democratic 157-6-4-Sub A (17)
7 National Committeeman, Connor *Birmingham News"

P received 4 votes out of 517 votes 5/5/60, p. 1
cast in a virtually 100% Negro
box located in precinct 9,
District 1. In a nearby box
with a not so large Negro
Magority, Connor received 219
ggzes and his opponent received

- Supreme Court on 12/5/60 that

: - restaurants in inter-state bus
terminals could not refuse to
serve Negroes making journeys
across state lines, Connor was
reported to say that he would

. continue to fight to keep _

= restaurants .and other facilities

: around bus and train stations
segregated. (Other information
same as above) "

After the ruling made by the 157-6-4-83 Encl. p. 2,3 A16,32)"

: gt Was repor;ed 157-6-4-79 Encl. p. 1 +(16,32)//
. ate
?é?g;) ey had better » t the. ,

git-in at the bus terminal had to

be completely handled by 1
;- law enforcement officers.
77 "did not indicate that Conn
: requested assistance by the KKK,

[‘ o

"Birmingham Post-Herald" carried
an article which indicated that
Connor would close the City parks
and playgrounds before he would
desegregate them,

.'.“."-:""-‘C\j
R

(continued on next page)
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SYNOPSIS OF INFORMATION = REFERENCE G”Nﬁﬂﬂ%nyﬁ:SEARCH SLIP
' - . - " PAGE NUMBER

On 11/3/61, Connor stated that 157-6-4-Sub A (18)~
the federal court order integrat- "Birmingham News"

ing Birmingham recreation 11/3/61, p. 1

facilities could mean that Negro -

as well as white parks could be

closed. A '
In January 1962, the SAC at 157-6-4-263 p. 1 416,32)
Birmingham contacted Connor at
which time Connor stated that

they just weren't going to : -
gicket in Birmingham and

ndicated that if an attempt was
made to do so he would have more

dogs ‘there than they would see

at a dog pound.
In early March, 1962, Connor . 157-6-4-Sub A (18)
began his statewide campaign "Birmingham News"
as candidate for Governor of 3/9/62
Alabama by speaking at a rally
held in Birmingham. .
On 4/3/62, Connor stated that 157-6-4-Sub A (18)--
Byron (Whizzer) White was put "Birmingham Post-

on the Supreme Court "To punish Herald" 4/4/62
the South." Connor was critical

- of White for his part in the

"Freedom Rider" Crisis in
Montgomery, Ala. ;
Information set out concerning 157-6-4-Sub A (18).”
Connor's candidacy for Governor  "NY Herald Tribune"

of Alabama. : 4/8/62

. : . /
The 4/8/62 issue of the 157-6-4-323 Encl. p. 1 p(i6,32)//

"Birmingham News" carried an
article concerning the candidacy
of Connor for Governor of
Alabama,

(continued on next page)
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 SYNOPSIS OF INFORMATION REFERENCE - SEARCH SLIP

PAGE NUMBER
An editorial in the "Washington 157-6-4-Sub A 1£18,33) -~
Post" captioned "Birmingham "Hashington Post"

Discrimination” stated t the 4/11/62 p. A-18
Birmingham Commission, led by

Connor, had voted to withdraw

suppor% from the county program

of surplus food for the needy.

It was estimated that 95% of

the persons receiving surplus

food were Negroes.

At a meeting held in Birmingham 157-6-4-391 Encl. p. 1 (17)—
on 6/11/62, by the Christian

Movement for Human Rights, it

was announced that Connor plan-

ned to resign as Police Commis-

sioner of B ngham,

On 7/19/62, at a meeting of the 157-6-4-416 Encl. p. 3 ‘(17,32)"
KKK in Birmingham it was stated
that many prominent people shared
the feeling of the KKK that the
Negroes were making too rapid
grogress in their efforts to

ntegrate and that city officials,
including Connor, were tired of
the way things were going in the
racial situation in Birmingham but
that their hands were tied. ~

The Southern Christian Leader- 157-6-4-440 Encl. p. (17)~
- ... ship Conference planned to 1,2 :
=+~ hold a meeting in Birmingham on

. September 25-28,62. An official

of this organization planned to
call AAG Marshall possibly on
9/19/62 and ask him to get FBI
Agents assigned to be present
near the scene of the meeting
in view of the fact that Connor
had cancelled press passes of
newspaper reporters and planned

~ to rope off an area around the

meeting.

~(continued on next page)
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(continued)
SYNOPSIS OF INFORMATION

The 3/9/62 issue of the
"Birmingham News" printed an
article concerning the opening
speech given by Connor, as

candidate for Governor of Alabama,

Connor spoke on segregation.

Information set out concerning

lans by Connor, candidate.for

yor of Birmingham, to incite
and then quash a "race riot" in
the Birmingham area just prior to
the run-off election on 4/2/63.
Also prior to the election the
individuals responsible for the
bombing of the Bethel Baptist
Church in Birmingham were to be
arrested. These arrests were
to be afforded television and
newspaper coverage and were
expected to enhance the prestige
of Connor in the election. '

Same information as above

In an election, held on 4/3/63
in Birmingham, Connor was ousted
as Police Commissioner. ~

On 4/6/63, Connor advised that he
had received a telegram from the
Reverend Fred L. Shuttlesworth

- stating that a group would

accompany Shuttlesworth to City
Hall in Birmingham for a g;:yer
session. Connor advised t
he sent Shuttlesworth a wire
advising him not to come,
Connor also furnished details
concerning arrests made of mem-
bers of this group after their
arrival, ‘

REFERENCE

N .. . R T R L . - TN - . .. .
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157-6-4-304 Encl. p. 2 (16}

157-6-4-504 Encl. p. 1 «(17,32)"

157-6-4-508 Encl. «(17,32)~
P. 1,2 .
157-6-4-Sub A /(18,33)/

"Washington Post
Times Herald,"
4/4/63

157-6-4-523 p. 1,2,3 A417,32)

(continued on next page)
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SYNOPSIS OF INFORMATION | REFERENCE - SEARCH SLIP
PAGE NUMBER

On 4/8/63, Connor advised 157-6-4-555 p. 1,2,3 (17,33)

concerning racial situation in

Birmingham. , :

On 4/9/63, Connor left Birmingham, 157-6-4-557 p. 1- ‘(i;,33)//

reportedly to meet with Governor
George Wallace, and Wallace was
to issue some statement.

Same information as above. 157-6-4-558 p. 2 ‘117,33)’

The 4/9/63 issue of the 157-6-4-573 p. 2 w(17,33>--'
"Birmingham News" carried an

article which indicated that

Connor had consulted with

Governor Wallace regarding the

racial issue.

Same information as above. 157-6-4-575 p. 1 '(i6,33)h~*

News articles in the Birmingham  157-6-4-623 p. 2 417,33) -
press indicated that the newly : '
elected Mayor of Birmingham and

his council took office in an

atmosphere of conflict over

whether the Council or the City

Commission was in legal control.

Connor and other members of the

Commissiorn claimed they had the

right to serve until 1965.

. The following references in the file captioned "Police
Department, Birmingham, Alabama® contain information pertaining to
Eugene "Bull’/Connor, Commissioner of Public Safety ngmingham, Alabama,
There was contact between Commissioner Connor and {he Bureau on numerous
occasions in regard to various police matters golice training and
invitations to Bureau representatives to speaﬁ n Birmingham., According
to the Birmingham Office Connor was cooperative to the fullest extent.

- (continued on next page)
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' ‘Information was also set out concerning Connor’s activities as -
Police Commissioner, in combatting communism in Birmingham,

. At various times éhérgés ‘or accusations were made con_cernigg
Connor's moral character and at one time he was arrested along with his
secretary on a morals charge.: B :

- ““Connor requested the “Bt':reati, ‘on a confidential basis, to
~suggest someone to conduct a probe of the Birmingham Police Departiment
-.-and was. advised that the Bureau was in no position to do this.

. REFERENCE ' . SEARCH SLIP PAGE NUMBER
- 62-33051-35 p. 1 L ANt
-35 p. 1,2 | s
"56 P 1,2’3 : E o 5 24)
-66 p. 1 . A5y
‘69 po 1 5,243:/
69X p. 1 5,24 -
-76 p. 1 5y24)
-77 Pe 1 "(5 24)’—.’2 )
-29p. 1 @y~
-79X p. 1 S - K39,40)
. -82 p. 1 S _145,543/
~ -99 p. 1,3,4, Encl. p. 1 © (5,25)—
S ks
- . 1,2 (5,
o =122 E. 1,2 (6,25)"
T -123 p. 1 4(6,25)
.- <2125 p. 1 +16,25) "
L ”*'i%g P. i'z . p§§§)k/f 3
1136 pe ; u .
e -143 p. 1,2, Encl. p. 2,3,5 (6,25)"
- -144 p. 1,2 (35) -
: -145 P. 1’2 (35).’:'
i -146 p. 1 (35) 7 .
N - -153 p. 1 :(6,25) "
-159 po 1 "(6,25} ,
"165 po 1’ EnC].. ?o 2 l/(6’25 .
(Director's notation) PN
-166 p. 3'4 j//{6"26)
-181 p. 1 6)
-Sub "g/innil /xigham Post" A7) '
3 et g NS Y A% oy
-Sub A "Birmingham News" A ,26)/ "}k"‘”"‘f‘
12/20/58
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The following references in the file captioned "General
Investigative Intelli%ence File, Birmingham", contain information -
concerning the activities of Eugene "Bull" Connor, Commissioner ofm Y oot e
Public Safety, Birmingham PD. : :

SYNOPSIS OF INFORMATION REFERENCE SEARCH SLIP
' ‘ PAGE NUMBER

As of 1045, there was no infor-  62-75147-4-10 . (7,26}

mation to indicate that Connor p. 6,7 and enclosures '

was tied up with organized crime, )
Information same as above. (1949) 62-75147-4-38 p. 8 ’(5;26)’/f
In 1950, Connor was a candidate 62-75147-4-41 Encl. 17426)~"

for Governor of Alabama. Ppe 6

Information concerning Connor's 62-75147-4-47 p. 1,2 -(8,27)~
, fight against lottery operators and _
; his activities in respect to '

having laws revised and strength-
ened as pertained to the control
of criminals. (1951)

Information concerning Connor's 62-75147-4-54, Encl. “(8,27)”’ﬁ

intensive campaign, in 1951, - p. 1,8,11

against various numbers rackets

and crime. : )
(; Information concerning Connor's 62-7%147-4-57 p. 1,3, ‘{§,4O)V//

N trial in January 1952 after 6,7,
: being found in a hotel room in
Bu-mg' ngham with his secretary.

Connor was tried January 4,5 and 62-75147-4-56 i. 1 ”(6227)V/
7. 1952 before the Birmingham Encl., p. 1-14,16-28
Police Court. During the course
of the trial, wherein he was

charged with joint occupancy of

a hotel room with a woman other

than his wife, a great deal of
testimony was brought out as to
allegations of dishonesty and cor-
ruption in the Birmingham FD,
Enclosed were numerous clippings
from Birmingham newspapers re-
flecting testimony given.

(continued on next page)

-45- “““7K:a4az




s
> : PN e i dtes " fon s R
PRNPTIRPREL P M R L S G et e B A e i e A e B e e S Ll el T € RA AV TR e L e
3 . - _—
p 34 43‘ : - r
€z | g
o A i

-
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J; SYNOPSIS OF INFORMATION - REFERENCE SEARCH SLIP
B - ~ PAGE NUMBER
This reference listed several 62-75147-4-63 p. 1,2 °(§;279"

Birmingham newspapers dated in
early 1952 which carried articles
critical of Connor as Police Com-

missioner. .
Information concerning above trial 62-75147-4-59 p. 1,9, y(é
set out. As the result of this 10,11,13,14,15

trial Connor was fined $100 and
received a suspended sentence of
180 days in the city prison.
o Information also set out concern-
T ing Connor's relationship with
other members of the Birmingham
PD. As of January 1952,. there
was an indication that a recall
petition would be floated in
the City of Birmingham request-
ing an election for the purpose
of recalling Connor from his
gositicn as Police Commissioner .
n view of his conviction on a
; morals charge. Pressure was
T being gut on Connor to cause him
o to resign without the necessity of

a recall vote.

p,
62-75147-4-60 p. 1-4 (39540?//

o precipitated the arrest of
Connor on the morals charge.

Situation, as of February 1952, 62-75147-4-61 p. 1 V<8,275/
in the Birmingham PD, arising
out of arrest of Connor.,

(continued on next page)
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(continued)
SYNOPSIS OF INFORMATION

Enclosed with this reference
are numerous articles which
agpeared in February 1952 issues
Birmingham newspapers in regard
to activities of Connor as Commis-
sioner of Public Safety in the
Birmingham PD. These articles
reported information critical of
Connor.

The 2/8/52 issue of the
¥Birmingham News" carried an
article entitled "Impeachment of
Connor Asked By Grand Jury."

Enclosed with this reference are
two articles which appeared in
the March 1952 issues of
Birmingham newspapers which
reflected the status of pro-
ceedings instituted against
Connor. Forty-eight witnesses
had been summoned for the
impeachment trial of Connor

- against whom morals charges had

been brought.

i e R

CONFIDENTIAD

SEARCH SLIP
PAGE NUMBER

62-75147-4-64 p. 1,2 18,275

REFERENCE

g

62-75147-4-A *6, 285379
"Birmingham News, :
2/8/52, p.

o d

62'75147'4-65 po 1
and enclosures

(continued on next page)
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SYNOPSIS OF INFORMATION .REFERENCE . SEARCH SLIP
' : PAGE NUMBER
. vl .
An Alabama State Grand Jury 62-75147-4-66 p. 1,2 (8,279
conducted an investigation of and enclosures

the Birmingham PD particularly
‘with reference to Eugene Connor
and recommended that he be impeach-
ed on grounds that he was morally
unfit for the position, that he
was corrupt in office, and that he
was incompetent. Theseé charges were
brought before the judge on
3/25/52 at which time the morals
charge was dismissed. At that

—_— time this case was expected to

G come to trial in the near future.

i Numerous articles appearing in

et Birmingham newspapers are
enclosed with this reference.

P Detailed information is set out 62-75147-4-68 p. 1,2,39(8,277’
R concerning efforts to impeach
Connor on grounds of moral
turpitvde, corruption and
incompetency in office. Efforts
were made to restore’ the morals
charges against Connor which
had previously been ruled out.
e Enclosed with this reference
R are numerous articles relating
to this matter, which appeared
in the March and April 1952 issue
of Birmingham newspapers.

( (continued on next page)
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SYNOPSIS OF INFORMANTION B REFERENCE . SEARCH SLIP
, - PAGE NUMBER

Detailed information was _set out 62-75147-4-74 Encl. V(§,279"’
concerning matters relating to the p. 5,6
arrest of Connor and his secretary
Miss Christina Brown, on 12/21/51.

" This arrest resulted in the

T Birmingham Recorders Court finding

~. ~  Connor guilty. Connor appealed his
conviction to the County Circuit

Court, was tried and convicted.
He then appealed to the State

Appellate Court and received a

favorable ruling. Impeachment

proceedings were then brought
against_Connor resulting in a

mistrial. As . of July 1952, the

case had not been brought up

for trial a second time.

Detailed information is set out 62-75147-4-78 p. 1,2,3“(6) ‘
L concerning the controversy
e centering around Connor as
o Police Commissioner. Impeachment

proceedings against Connor were

set for trial in the Circuit Court

to be held on 10/13/52.

(continued on next page)
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SYNOPSIS OF INFORMATION REFERENCE .~ SEARCH SLIP
| PAGE NUMBER

62-75147-4-80 p. 1,2 A(9)

B3 per TIRS

62-75147-4-83 p. 1 =(9)
outgoing letter p. 1

In late December 1952, Connor's 62-75147-4-88 p. 2 " (9)
secretary Miss Brown, filed _

suit in US District 6ourt, Alabama,

against certain newspapers in

Birmingham and the X Corporation

claiming that they had published

reports which damaged her

reputation,

(continued on next page)
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L 283 Ve
- 62-75147-4-85 p. 1 ~(9).

B3 por ZRS

Detailed information is set out 62-75147-4-90 Bncl. p./(;,279"
regarding the disrupted conditions 6-9

. in the B ngham PD and the poor

1 relationship existing between

! Connor and various members of the
PD. (January 1953)

( The 3/1/53 issue of the "Birmingham 62-75147-4-97 p. 1 “(9,27)/,
\ Yews" carried an article captioned enclosures
fConnor Bows Out of Commission
Race As Late Qualifiers Rush In."
- This article outlined a speech
: made by Connor on 2/28/53 over the
radio, advising that he did not
contemplate running to succeed
himself as Commissioner in the .
City of Birmingham,

As of July 1954, Sheriff Holt 62-75147-4-108 p. 019,286(
McDowell had recently received - 6,13

the democratic nomination for

Sheriff of Jefferson County,

Alabama, having defeated Connor,

- former Police Commissioner,
Birmingham,

It was noted that many
of the charges and counter-
charges concerning Connor and
the Birmingham PD, about three
years previo ered
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PSC CANDIDATE—Bir-
1»minghom's _Eugens (BJI)

'Eonnorg may try for the
ead of the Public Service

Commission.

Connor Eyes

'erexgnty commission, thmor
gaid he has not been offered any
job by the state and he had not :
asked for one. |

PSCPost |

Former Public Safety Com-
missioner Eugene (Bull) Connor
:8aid last night he was “serious-
ly ‘considering” running for the!
president of the State Pubhm
.Service Commission.

:C. C. (Jack) Owen and possibly;
-former Gov. James Folsom, who
_has filled out papers to enter the
jrace but has not filed them yet.

Connor, who has been out of
public life since the change in
the form of Birmingham city
‘government last “Spring, has
been the subject of many and
vaned rumors.

,Connor last night denied he
was considering running as an
independent or any kind of a
:candidate for Congress, declar-
ing if he were to run, there was
no™neeti—4o Tun as*-mr-'i:ﬁe

i

He would oppose incumbent{

: | pendent.

~

57 FEB

* As for a state job,
of the new

%lhcally

Still ‘another report| Connor’

took issue with was running for
mayor of Birmingham after the
city government
changed back to the commission
form,

has been

“I haven't heard anythmg

i about changing the form of gov-

ernment,” declared Connor. A
group is collecting <petitzans to

reni!-‘m-election
f
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/ 47 . By NEIL MAXWELL
Staff Reporter of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

- BIRMINGHAM, Ala.—The course of civil
Frights in this racially explosive steel center
may be decided today in a special city election.
‘Nevertheless, many of Birmingham's Negroes
plan to stay away from the polls. .-

At issue is whether the cit?' should keep

to the three-man commission form of govern-
ment, which it abandoned in the spring of
1063. A vote for the mayor-council govern-

" {ment is interpreted by many observers as &
vote for at least partial race reforms. A vote

for the commission is often interpreted as a

" | ballot for segregation.

There are .some other issues—crime and
corruption are two—in the election, but there
is little doubt that the balloting centers on
civil rights. Former Mayor Arthur J. Hanes,
a tough-talking segregationist lawyer who says
he will seek his old post if the commission
form wins, states his position bluntly: *“It's
not up to me to enforce the (Federal clvil
rights) bill.” He vows he'd “throw (Rev. Mar-
tin Luther) King and his troublemakers in
jail."” -

Ironically, many of the city’s 20,000 Ne-
groes who are registered to vote don't plan to
do so. “I'm not even bothering to vote,’” says
T. E. Wrenn, & Negro dental technician and

official in many local integrationist groups.

nd I think a lot of other people will stay
me."”

Mr. Wrenn's ire stems from the council’s

ilure to put a Negro policeman on the city’s

il-Rights Movement, |

3| two years,” says Thomas F. McDowell, a la

!

its mayor and nine-member council or return

0 et
‘_!/If“ [P
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dustry, even if racists wé;é l_<ept out of offic
““You can't expect companies to come to .jl
city that switches its form of government every

yer who leads the Committee to Keep Progress,
formed in behalf of the present government.
Conspicuously absent from the campaign

"all-white police force, & crucial failing in the;

eyes of many Negro residents whose votes as-

“gured the initial mayor-council victory. Mr.
Wrenn helped recruit seven former military
police as applicants for the city’s department,
but he says they all flunked the written exam.
“I guess you have to be a Ph.D. to pass,’”’
he grumbles. .

. Arthur B. Shores, a prominent Negro law-
yer, backing the council, says he is sure ‘‘the
other side” will turn out today but ‘“we’ll be
_doing gpod if 60% of the Negroes vote.” Usually
80% to 905z of the Negroes here vote. And
the Birmingham World, a Negro newspaper
,that campaigned strongly for the mayor-coun-
icil government in 1963, hasn’t taken an edi-
'torial stand on today's balloting.

Mayor Albert Boutwell’s current adminis-
tration has disillusioned firm integrationists
by its timidity in implementing race reforms.
!On the other hand, the administration has
antagonized Birmingham's vocal bloc of die-
hard segregationists by establishing a 250-

tee to explore ways of racial cooperation and
to propose methods to solve racizl troubles.
Forces behind the mayor-council system
could be hurt further by the usual light turnout
at special city elections. W. A. Morgan, a local
plumbing contractor who heads the pro-com-
mission committee, predicts only 40,000 of the
approximately 80,000 registered voters will cast
ballots, including 25,000 of the 80,000 voters
who signed petitions requesting the election.
l Mayor-council supporters, however, have

received a flood of friendly publicity and egdi-
forials in Birmingham's two daily newspapdys
'hnd appear to have the backing of a e

o BT BV s

ssional m
-undermine the city's struggle to attract new

member biracial Community Affairs Commit-| -

are faces and volces of the incumbents.
“People shouldn’t even be an issue,’ says Tom
Little, a vice president of Smith-Kirkpatrick
Advertising, Inc., retained by backers of the
ing to keep a form of Gov-
Albert Boutwell in office.”
, however, is leveling per-
t Mr. Boutwell and his col-
the items under fire: The

sonal charges
leagues. Amo!
$250 each for
and councilmep voted themselves and the §5,-
000 authorized/ to buy the mayor ‘& new car.
backers also maintain there
has been an/Alarming increase in Birmingham

crime becajise the current administration has
hampered fpolice by. taking away nearly all
their poli

the orders
gene_(Bull) Tonnor _during the 1863 Negro pro-
est demonstrations, received world-wide pub-
ligity from pictures of them tearing at march-
ers’ clothing.

Commission backers point to links between
the Boutwell administration and President
Johnson's Administration and urge ‘‘a return
to conservatism.” The backers are hoping to
capitalize on Alabama voter sentiment for Sen.
Goldwater, who carried Jefferson County, 87,-
057 to 29,188, over President Johnson in th
Presidential election last month. In fact, th
headquarters of the Committee to Restor¢:
Commission Government is the same diml\':;
lighted store used by Goldwater backers. |

ifgs. The dogs, deployed under
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