The "Hollywood Reporter® in Jamuary of 1948 cartied a mﬂthtd-po
axoudingthruuuliondonmurobdngaouhtinmiuruedn&mr S
Courts in Los Angeles against MGM, Twentieth Century-Fox, and RKD by Lester =
Ring Lardner, Jr., and Bdward Dmytryk. Cole's sult asked relief an a contrees-
under wiich he allegedly received §1150.00 a week and an injunction restoring
the contract. lardner suad Twentieth Cemtury-Fox for §1,382,500.00, charging
loss of malary, screen fame, and personal humiliation. Dmytryk sued RKD for
§1,783,425.00, claiming "Anguish and loss of artistiec reputation in additiom to
the charges named by Lardner.® N

s fDnltom ldvisedaelertinthol.os
Angeles O{IlCo 10 & conversavion uhat he, had visited Trumbo & short

tins ago at which time Trumbo spoke at 1 garding the Committee hearings

in Washington, H. C. Trusbo lddtmtthomofm,mmwnectodm
-interested persoas at the studios for the purpose of finaneing the trip of the
sllegad Commurists to Washington. The writers and officials who wers to appear
before the Congressional Committee rented a large suite on the secord floor of

the Shoreham Eotel in Washington, D. C., and maintained public relations aen to =
snswer phone calls, eto. Justified expenses for those appearing at . hearings
included daily hair trim, shoe shines, etc.--in other words thay were to be

‘|-mnmh'l. in appsarance, Tiis was o a‘lv- intayested smactatara thes '!-hﬂ.ﬂ

BN W Yam W A

t-hlt hare was & group of wall-dressed, mlth; mdividnalltho mre mtm- *g
pounding liberal ideas for personal gain but were msrely imterested in aivil :
liberties. The group had agreed on the answers %o be given before the inquiry
tock place. Trumbo seid that™if thay had to appear again thay would ruise

$100,000. Trusbo also sald tiat he and the others who went beck with him

ﬁmedthmotmnuomgquwn,dnu'
the Comnittes was apparently interested i¥ getting stars there in its behalf,

G ;.1 that Trosbo seemed quite disgusted with the House .

. H!;‘

e ue w - o

Un-Americdl TORWities Committes and said that they 1ot even bave COTTES -
data. One thing mentioned was the sovie, "The l-uhhl.udru', brmmiz

T Sy
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he wrote t“e script. 'Iﬂ-bo s2id that the Soml mted that the script.

mi:]\suzhar-ﬂmlhthtthe%o hmam‘dit."f
 Actually ‘?ﬁm wag pode a3 _ -r!.ttnit.. Trumbe said further-

mreth-.{il aﬂdld'&ft’ ) ‘ g,

would never be able Eo i , Gstateg the 3T would have Bim-Tirst. - ¥

is of the inpq,uhn t‘hst i“ has koghin )i m, Lo » 1

‘ "‘Hon lmunu:berormoectod ﬁwmgmﬁousm
them., ELe "ad beoa expecting sonething of this sort for some time, and ndas -
last contreact wes written by himself. In it he laft out the custorary ohras.

t which s2ys in effect that employee mar be 1aid off for any scandslous conduct.
Nnw “rumbo 1= seipe 322 for bresch of cortrast and feele that he “as a strene
care, - . . (3

.*en he came bacc¢ from ..2shinrtnn, :.rmho was notified thet bo ?‘ Yo

to aprear in Louis I, 2rer'= office for s two~hour conferance to r~iscuse nnli‘ic!. ‘?

In the meantime llzrk Zcbhle becsme incensed when he lesmed that only one pieture

was in nrocress for him, so he had a talk nith Layer. Jince Trumbo was uorkin:_;
"on the serint for tie nicture his conference with Usyer was conaelled znd eyec

told him to for-et everythin~ excepnt vorkinz on thet oarticulrr scrint, Inci-
- dent~lly, even thonsh he is no= ladd nff, Trmbo 12 stil] workin-: in cnod faith

on the serint f~r» the 2brve oicture,

in dewecr 10, 1548, various conversstinne nccurred retveen the
nu-erons sttomeye defercins tie ter subjects whr were clted {rr a cortemot of
san7ress concernin? the possibility =f sesurine Lloyd Striker, who is a fomous
trizl lawjer in llew Jork sity, as the cttorney for tre ten subjects referced
to above, o cefinite cacision alnanz these lines wzs reached, hovever, certain
of the attornevs »nd snbjests were interested in securinc ot.rilrer hile asthers
such 23 Jonper snd his cseocistes were not, obecause they “relt tiat Striker would
nat coemnletely <unoort th-m in thiir views concernin-g the nrocadire to be
follored in this case. . B

The J2shin-ton ueily lems, on Januery 22, 1942, cerried an article
reflectine that a Federal Jicre, .._chmond 2. Ueech, msthoned until Februrry 24
the start of the tri-ls of the-4an lollwnod oeraonalities indicted for :ratesgt
- of Consress. The trisls werse oriTin»lly =sc aheduled to start on Tebmary 8. - g
. uL\d'O Yeech vmted the nost.nonement 1t tha recuest of the defense attormeys. -

Tne Los .neles Times dated J2nuery 23, 1948, carried »n article w‘-.ich ' h@
reflected th=t Zrumbo filed a muit in Federal Zourt on Jamwery 22, 1918, named Lo."l,
Inc, as the defencant. The suit wee filed 28 & resu...t. of his msrxmsior by X &-a
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: writer xo-u:unng his citstion xﬁi- cuiiiempt of lonsress. “rumbo's caatract,
B according to the stato, would terminate February 17, 1950. The suit also
= asked payment of 1,000 which he olaimed wes due him for the screen play -..
"Fli-ht® which he asperted wes returned to hi- at t.ho time of his suspensiom - - -
-&n&u.v—ﬂotmmbenﬁ oL e rmroe sl
' = m"ios‘ﬁngo ﬁcoMoylnt.-'dcted Tpbraggy 5 19:.3,_.;‘ [
: that the local prese % inzeles incicated the ™unfriemcly witnessge™ wils - 'x -

were called to testify before the Up-imerican wctivities ;.a-azm with ngﬁ'd TGl
to 2ommunise in the motion picture industry had suthored s Bo#le which is sodl: ==

LR 4 R W MRNTE F e W W e mm e s

to be released. allegedly this book contains tueir side of the "ied unt® ~~
 ~oncerninz the motion picture industy. This book 1s to be entitled “"Uive l'e
Liberty” anc is beinz published by the recssus ooks, Inc., of Chicago, Illimir.

Jllercdly this bosk Teritten by proninent screen roxson lities,
including sfars, directors, anc¢ som. ~f iae ten ''21ly.noa writers, ex-:oaésthg . {
Tolls Dlayed by any of the 'friendly' witnesses and procucers in irins the* =
first sun of the 1948 political campaisn.”™ This book is sllezedly to he .
relsssed about the niddle of ¥arch and will sell for R.00. . rrancemsnms ‘I"m
have been made to secvre cooies of this publication as soon as nossible, ~ %= =%

- =il

Tox Tffice ‘snction of the Irdustry to the :‘ommittee earinva

Ivrediztely fnllovin- tre hesrin+s ~f the Un- mericcn Irmittee in
T enintton, tee wtlon nicture bax off’ ze ;rll oﬂ' 202 on & n-tion=1 brsis,
secorcins to femes VeOuinness, exesutive of 1.7 "‘hq n=i - treme-dous effect
unon the r:nazement of tie incustry because Janes c.—uinne-;s nointec out, "211
we have~t~ e}l is time,” and if peonle stav away from the trester the revenue

T, Trned 4~ +tha industor and j= naot -nnmnﬂ-t‘ in subsermient showvincs of

[lﬂ-.- UE-II LOSy WO AT J.uuucuu., a iV A3 MV U LA wwWywi v 11 Suves’ wieds <=1
g thes pictore., !‘cZuinness compared the motion picturc business with the steel
‘&

industry, vhere the atter as rew materials in storave which can be converted
into finished or~cucts so that in the event of a strike there i= sinndy a storine
up ni’ consuger uersné 2nd 4ne nrocuct eventu-1ly reeched tne ultimate customer.

e hasa - 4ay ad nd

This is not true in the motion nicture business inf, 7S5 "3 hesn winted sul i
sbrve, if ~eoole stay avsy from the theater tie revenne tn the tndiviqusl nre- - ﬁ

ductlien is never recovered,

i

!ttuinness went on fh-t the effect of the hesrin>s on peonle in -

ot.her parts of the country than llew York anc¢ Los .n-eles hss been trem=ncous,
. the n-turel reaction ~rainst motion pictures ues evidenced itself in the )

&0

dronninp off of bax office rcturns, Those persons who huve beea exrosed as
Jorunists by the Zmmittee neurincs “are deed in the industry, and *heir use~

" . . -
fulness to the Party is over PR , T
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Bedl NoCarthy, a prominent los Angeles attorney with extensive
comections in the motion picture industry, advised tso banks not to make amy
more funds svailable for any motion picture in which Bamphrey Bogert appears.
McOuinnsss did not state which banks were involved, but in showing the impor- -

tance of the financial inatitutions to the industry, Moduinmess seid that evem- ~~T¥
tbnghanjormuwuuumacrﬂitnmoffmwbmlnhm LR
dollars with certain banks or group of banks it sometimes is necessary to X

borrow large sums for short periods. For exmmple, & picture, by holding it off ,
the market for sixty to ninety days, might conceivably make a million or more T ng.
in oet proiit Whan would pDaturully accrue if it were relessed izmediately. )
KcGuinness used tids to illustrate the power snd influence which the danks

exart on the motion picture industry because the two benks referred to above

intend tc act upon McCarthy's advice concermning Bogart, wiich will make it
extremely difficult for the latter to appear in motion pictures.

In discussing Bogart, McCuinness drew a parallel between John Garfield
and Humphrey Bogart as far &s these two persons taking a protest trip to
Washipngton 18 concemed. Garfield, in comparison to Bogart, “escaped an

Pl andlw n!‘.-. whan h- want ta Nashinotsn hansnes he atdomeded 2 el A a

TR A N— - FTARAE S, WAL MW UANY LS

mssmnfemmommduﬂngthehuﬁngsmmnpmnmu; .
Immtoﬁ.lot.hd.rstoﬁes,aonooncmintoncudmu‘htod&mdnm.
Bogart, on the other hand, held a press conference in the afternccn at a e
Washington hotel after the reporters had filed their stories so a great mang . i,
ofthﬂahotedup, which resulted in Bogart's "getting the complete tmhﬁt“A
as far as the press yas ooncerned, whereas Garfield through luck escaped the
notoriety and publicity which the former has received. DBogart has been "begging '
Ed Sullivan to tall pecopls he didn't want to go," and NeDuinness cousidered the _‘.,-
mmr'IMbmpnunmuyumrMhmtdthm‘
orpublhoplnim. i*‘&
M&Mot@ﬁcoﬂﬁmﬁiﬁ“nmmun =
Jamas Nolduintees seid that Xatherine Hepbum's latest picture, "Soug of g 5
didenuatthhoxofﬁ«tortnmpﬁortommuum BT
in Weshingtos, but mince that time exhibitors have camosled showings, the pub=
nemm—u.umpamnm-mtmnmm MoOuinness
nhtodﬂnphm'n atth-hoxornutothotutmwofhmwm




0 the Camittes. “ood allegedly sald that Hoehuxn s :l.nlt.ru.nental in rdeing

] some 370,000 for the FGA at a Hollpwood rally, anddmnthaiit.aeuualmd.

by the isterropator vhethar or not this money would finally ret te the - T
Oclnmisthm, Lood reslied, . "’hu.,ym oubctitm'tgptounb} i Y

P T i S, SRy ] =0 rv:

oavh =2 Thia abad el 28 ondla wenad el e ol Socna bl o o J-
Scouts®. Thls AMUESLO UL U vUUNTT IHLCILYEU SOnsiyorav.is m;l.ﬁ“", SOROTCADE ™ <. Lk

to JcTuinmess, -ﬁ acm fgr tbo fact thet Zsoburn's oictm M: been
20 poorly. ST ¥ =
Lk e
“e‘]uimesa was enphatic in :tlting thet pooull {n Nev York and Lows- ::“ x '3
™y inceles have no ides of the effect'the Un-.merican Committee hearines have had -

on the motion picture industry. Ourrently, "3 is worried about ='ett.y Garreth

! (wife of Larry Parks), because of her alleged “ommunist connections. The

manacement of the studio does not want to "build sameone uo who will be a

1liability. 4 perscn vho has been crested a star should 2ccept the studio's -
position ¢nncernine joinins and sienire", ’27uinness is of the ooinion that e p
star in motion niztures shruld have no Dublic stand on controversial issues, =~ .3 ‘3
but should limit himself to iis actin~ profession, practicinz rhztever oolitics - .
he desires privately. ™A star is 2 ~erson who has been created at a great ' ::3

expenditure, and as such thzt persod's reputstion is the product of the firm o

. puttine out thet noney. Therefore, the studio should be able rcise con- .

trol as to what an individual cnes with his reoutation.,®

lon~ tre same lines, Zene Pelly, csurrently under zmatract tn ' 727,
snoke t.o Yefiuinness seyinc hie vas very vorried over maat future steos the
Somnittee mi~ht t- K¢, 2nd asxzed rermission to zome ard talk vith “cTuinness
concernine his own stand. Yelly is extramely werried aboaut his eziresr nand the
effect uoon:hia career which any testimony re u-hi rave tn g:.ve before the
"o:rnit.t.ea would have. .

It m.l] be recalled thrt Felly choired = nmass weetine for Lthe
*onfriendly 19" arior to “he denarture of iy cf there neonle for .ashin-ton,

In fisanesin: the effzct2 nf the Jomrittee Herrin e nron the ind: .34 2N
o

mprwuﬂer gt ., stoted thot "lesart if tmeb™ in s-eakin: of the
ACLED & | "ffice, and cocrtirued that this was the only actcr he knew of who

" hze seen Tit to withér~x from the Jomittee Tor the First .mendment, ~nd the

onlz one rho hrs wnde a retraction of his st.atemf-nts in -e-'a::”t-,gati:fjifring.

8 of 'r.ne f)"lnlm that acverss DuU.l..LB (‘p.l.mvu is wihat caised Soal'v W
l m, -nd test eventually peonle would come to acmire ozart for his stand

1n recognizing his error.
« aczerned about the frct thet wsny anbitious ywng

actors are m' doctrinited with Communist ohilosopny in the tiicater -roups. Im . - e
.
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discussing younger talent which is being groomed for possible stardom, ”
said "they all come out of these small theater groups in New York. The Actors

Lab in Hollywood serves the purpose of indo ting some of these people
with Communist philosophy, according to

Along these lines, MVom-mumﬁ.oml
Studios, remarked that Walter Wanger en responsinle for bringing a mmber

of "weird and radical people® from New York to Hollywood. U5ome of these ares
Robert Tallman, believed to be a writer; Roman Bohnen (a member of the Communist
Party, according to a relisble highly confidential and delicate source); Jom
Wildberg, Harold Clurman, and Elia Kazan, a director.

RKO Studios, Hollywood, on
December 3, 1947, made available the following informatjon:

Adrian Scott and Fddie Domytryk were cut off of the RKO payroll and
given only three days advance pay. It is possible, although unlikely, that
RKO would take them back if they are freed of the charges currently against them.

It was the personal opinion of that Scott, Dmytryk and other
Communists who huve received adverse publicily are "wzshed up" in the motion
picture industry. They have suddenly become "hot" and no one will hire them.
HKO and other companies are very alarmed about the dowward box office trend
which they attribute in part at least to the public's reaction against the

-Communists identified as prominent members of the motion picture industry.

The RKO executives are "bumed up" at Dore Schary, executive producer,
for his attitude. They felt that RKO and the industry would be much better off
if Schary had "kept his mouth shut”. ferenced Schary's statement, which
apparently was made to the press withoub authorization by other company exescu-
tives and which in substance stated Schary's orinion that even thouzh he was
obligated to carry out the policies of RKO and fire Scott and Dmytryk, nis per-
sonal opinions as stated before the House Committee had not changed.

thinks it7™is such attitudes as Schary's that are causing
the unfavorable public reactlon.

It was thought that the New York motion picture company executives
mean business and will oust the Communists if identified by the Govermment and
certain legal definitions of Communist and Communlist organizations are clearly
set forth by the Federal Courts. It was believed that, undoubtedly, Scott and
Dmytryk would legally fight their suspension from RKO.
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said that such political utterances as made by Humphrey Bogart,
who was dé&€s ed as ™an alcoholic bum,™ likewise did not do thes motion picture
industry any good. <

In spealding of Dore Schary,m.uid that Schary was
"told in no uncertain terms to carry ou e cies of the Board of Directors
of RKO or elss submit his mﬁ@atmn'.mnﬁnuod that the attitude
taken by the directors of both Fox and oubt as to where the stack-
holders of these organizations stand. They wanted the Communists discharged

and at once. This permits the studio heads to adopt the stand that they them=
selves aresaployecs like anyone else and have been told to carry out orders®.

_motion plcture executive, is of the opinion that
Schary will make a good m.un for the Producers Committee and can eventually be
brought around to seeing eye to eye with the producers. nsiders it

significant that never during negotiations in New York did Schaly take exception
to plans for discharging Comzunists.

~124-
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IVESTIGATION OF CQEY: 5 ) & THDU .
BY T COMITIRL CN UN~AYERICAN ACTIVITES OF Tidu HOUSE OF iEFHESUKTATIVES
(Fetruary 6, 1948 to September 15, 1948

v

The activities hereafter reported in this section roflect the acti-
vities of various individvals and groups, resulting from the hearings in Qc-
tober, 1947, before the House Cormittec on Un-American Activities investigation
of Comrunism in Hollywood. This section will also reflect the current activi-
ties of the "Unfriendly Ten" who were indicted for contempt of Congress, fol-
lowing their refusal to answer questions of the House Committee on Un-American
Activities,

A, General Activities

On February 6, 1948, the Los Angelas Office reported that the local
oress had been carrying stories indiecsting that the "Unfriendly Ten" intended
to publish a book, presenting their views on the House Cormittea's investiga=-
tion of Comrunism in Hollyvocod., The provosed title of this book was to be Jive
Y¥e liberty, and it was scheduled to be published by the Peg2sus Books, Inc.,
of Chicago, Illincis, The book was scheduled for release about t:e middle of
Yarch, 1948.

1In larch, 194%, it was lecarnad that due to nurmerous differences en—
countered by the President of Pegasus Books, Inc., the Company had decided not
to handle the puhblication of the book, and instead the firm of Boni and Gaer,

., of New York Lity, was taking over the book., The Chicago Office reported that

Boni and Gaer intended to release the book for sale on April 12, 1948, anmd
that the title of the book nzd been cihanged from Give l'e Liberty, to Hollywood
on Trial.

In connection with the change of plans of Pegasus Books Ine., lr.
Richard H., Loeb, Jr., President of that Company, advised tlat during negotia-
tions for the publication of the book he had dealt principally with Herbert
Biberman and Gordon Kahn, two of the individuals who were indicted [or contempt
of Congress. Loeb advised that his principal reason for withdrawing from his
agreement to publish the book was due to the difficulty of making satisfactory
finaneial arrangementas. .

The "Mew York Sun® of larch 23, 1948, carried a news item regarding
the book, Hollyvood on irial, stating that it had been written by Gordon Fahn

and that one-of the most startling assertions appearing in the book dealt with
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a meeting on the night of October 15, 1947, during the hearings before the
House Committece on Un-American Activities. This meeting was attended by the
attorneys for the #infriendly Ten® and representatives of the studios and the
producers, including Eric Johnston. The article quoted Kenny as stating that
the unfrierdly witnesses were raintaining that the house Committee "iims at
censorship of the screen by intimidation., This accusation is not merely ru-
rar. There is ample reason for this in the public statements of the Chairman.®
To this, Johlnston is reported to have replied, ".e share your feelings, gentle-
men, and we support your position.®™ According to the article, kenny then brought
up the fact that Chairran Thomas of the House Cormittee had been quoted as 1¢-
portinc that the producers hed agreed to set up a black list in the rmotion pic-

- T~ thmd mbabad HThad maean + ie memormen by Vawmom &
l.vu:.u .l.uuua J- l’ Qll“ Ul-lﬂ-b UUlulﬂUUll unu =R - R¥] wu, Llﬂ-k PR =R ¥ 7 Gy ¥} J.a IIUIDTE, DG ¢ a J.Ulls

as I live, I will never be a party to anything as Un-Armerican as a black liSt...Q

The "Daily vorker" of April 12, 1948, pave considerable publicity
tc the book hollywood on Tiial, describing the hearings as "The illegal and
indecent trial and rersecuticn of this group...", and stating that the book
"Is the story of democratic artists dragged throush the dirt of insirusztion
and slander."

A v of th
A vy ol Th

co 2 ication Hollvwood on Trial was revievet
reau, vhich revicw refle

(D
3
]

put
ct

0l i d at th
ed tiat it contains the followi owiny general ideas

-

1. That the individuals accused bty the Committee are irnocent of
the charges of spreading subversive Un-Arerican propasanda in the film indus-
try; and that the Comrittee's investigation consisted of illegal prying into
Lhe private lives of American citizens.

2, That the liouse Cormittee was terrorizing writers and actors.

3. That wrior to the hearings, the cityr of Washington ".ore a tense
air, like that on the eve of a coronation or an imrortant hanging.®

4. That Chairman Thomas of the House Committee vas only a publicity

seeker who vas attempting tu dramatize himself by cheap sensational zeans, at
the expense of reputabtle citizens.

5. That the witnesses friendly to the Cormittee were sensational
publicity seekers, misinformed, insincere, and generally repugnant to people
vith a sense of decency.

6._ That the Thomas Committee was aiming toward censorship of films,
- 7. That the Cormmittee had no legal power to conduct its hearings.

8. That the Committee violsted all civil rights, ‘created hysteria,
and smashed constitutional safeguards.
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9. That the House Copmittee mast be abolished,

10. That the abolition of the Committee would restore Americaw
liberties to the American people, and would also deal a vital blow at Vall
Street financiers who have millions invested in the picture companies,

The "los Angeles Examiner® of Yarch 2, 1948, rcported that the "Un~
friendly Ten", consisting of Alvah Bessie; Lester Cole; Albert laltz; King
Lardner, Jr.: Dalton Trumboj Ssrmel Ornitz; John Howard Lawson; Adrian Scott;

N Hertert Blbemv, and, Edward Dymtryk, had filed suit against various Holly-
wood procducers for danaé,es amounting to $61,108,975, allegirg that the motion
ricture industry had created an illezal black list agamst these ten nersans,
arising out of their refusal to aznswer the questions of the House Cerrittee
on Un-Arerican Activities, Among the defendants in this suit vere the Fotion
Picture Producers Association of America, and the Society of Indercndent lo-

+4 on 'D‘fn'!'“-'—n Prmucers.

In April, 1948, Confidential Infomam—avised that
he had been apnroached, through various individuals, with a proposal to settle
the above-rentioned suit by the "Unfriendly Ten", and that as far as he was
concemed there would be no settlerent and the suits would go to trisl. He did,
nowever, express the persoral opinion that L. B. layer would probably be agree-
able to a settlement of tne suits for zpproximately $100,0C0, in order %o dis-
rose of the ratter. Tre Inforranit further advised that he had received infor-

- r'nt;on “hat certsin of the plaintiffs in the suit were oui of fundsg, and trat
vas undaubt.ed ly the reason the question of settlement had arisen.

M ]

In connection with the above-mentioned suits, the New Haven Office
of this Pureau reported taat, on June 23, 1948 Pof Pridgeport,
Cornecticut, who is active in the Council of Catho «Omen, had reported that

an individual by the name of Seymour Spilka had called upon her. Spilka advised

*ﬂ‘at he represented the Motion Picture Association of Hollywood, and
in comnectlon with the studios' defense against the above-mentioned suits, de-
sired to ascertain if any organizations which were of an anti-Cormunist nature

had passed any resolutions stating that such organizations would boycott any
- pictures »ritten or produced by any of the Hollywood directors rho

had been accused of being Communists. Spilka advised hat he had

obtained such a resolution from the Knights of Columbus in either Forwalk or
Stamford, Cormecticut, '

Similar informatlon was received : Office of this
Pureau, indicating that on Ju 946 Commander of Ameri- .
can Legion Post Mumbe at a Charles F. i'cCarty

€
had -contacted him. Mclariy adavise was a representative of the
Motion Picture Association and desi the American Legion had ever

o T S
N Wy Y o
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considered taking any action by way of resolutiona relating to the individuals
who had refused to answer the questions of the House Comnittee. The above two

" instances appear to irdicate that the defendants in the black listing suits vere
attenpting to obtain resolutions from various civic groups, indicating that they
would boycott films with which the "Unfriendly Ten® were connected. It is be-
lieved that this material was to be used by the studios in the defense of the

et b o andonn hn mlame dliad dhadea P aloim s Stimemnmddema ad bha HTha e a A T Do M
SUlw L OXQeTl v Sadw uidy Ul€lT 4iT1iNE O SUSPeIXing Ui wie “ulliTieil.y 1S

was justified.

As reported above, in Section III, the Committee of One Thousand has -
been active in the Los Angeles area in raising funds for the defense of the in-
dicted Hollyvocod figures. In this commection, the "Daily Worker" of larch 18,
1948, reported concerning a banquet held recently” (belisved to refer to the
banguet held on tarch 5, 1248) at the Beverly-Yilshire Hotel in Lns Angeles.
This meeting was addressed by Dr. Harlow Shapley., The "Daily Worker" article
stated that each of the “Unfriendly Ten" was introduced, and several of them
rade spceches, and a plea was rade for funds for the defense of the unfriendly

witnesses, and as a result thereof approximmtely $15,000 had been raised at this
meting.

The various merbers of the "Unfriendly Ten®, in addition to their in-
¢ividual activities which will be commented upon hereafter, have been jointly
active upon at least one occasion. This occasion vas a meeting on June 2E,
1948, at the Fmbassy Auditorium in Los Angeles, svonsored by the Spanish Refu-
gee Appeal, helc for the benefit of the members of the Executive Board of the
Joirt Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee. Certain mermbers of the "Unfriendly Ten®
wvere present. to speas in behalf of the rerbers of the Executive Board of the
Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee. Among those personally appearing were
Bessie; lardner; Lawson; Naltz; Ornitz; and, Scott. In addition, the names of
all ten of trese persons nzd appeared in an advertisement in the June 22, 1948
issve of "Hollywood Variety", which stated that the "Unfriendly Ten" were sup-

porting the fight by the indicted members of the Joint Anti-lascist Eefuy =
it In connection with this meeting, Los Angelesﬂ
Hrepm‘ted that the meeting was largely the work of .altz and Al-

van Dessie,. 1his samé Informant on June 19, 1948 reported that Bessie had drafted
the program for the reeting and, in addition, had rough-drafted two or three of
the speeches vhich were to be made by various speakers,

The "Daily worker® of June 30, 1948, in a colum by David Platt, quoted
in full a letter addressed to the mezbers of the Executive Roard of the Joint
Antl-Fascist Refugee Committee, which letter was signed by all of the "Unfriendly
Ten". This letter praised the members of the Exccutive Board of the JAFEC, and
assured them of the support of the sisners of the letter.
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The English language publication, "New asses®, published by the
newspaver, "Trud", in Moscow, for Janunary 28, 1948, on page 17, contained an
article entitled, "Hounding Culture in America®, by I. Lapitsky. This article
referred to the "Reacticnaries! full-blast drive against the civil and politi-~
cal liberties of Americans....the hounding of democratic-minded people, the
purges, trials, black listing-—the means of terrorism and intimidation...."
vhich are being practiced in America, The following paragraph indicates the
nature of the balance of the article, with reference to the House Committee
hearings which were held in October, 1947. "le happened to be in America at
the time of the Hollywood hearings. The grvelinz and persecution of mrosres—
sive scenario writers, actors, and film directors was conducted bty the House
Un-aAmerican Activities Comrittee, headed by Lepreserntative Thomas of New Jer—
sey-—a short man with shiny cheeks, beefy red neck and thick eyetrows, like
a circus clown's, and a dyed-in-the-wool reactionary." The article referred
to Adolph Yenjou as "An avowed Fascist"™, and criticized the other friendly wit-
resses. with reference to the unfriendly witresses, the article accused Chair-
ran Thomas of attempting to bully and intimidate such witnesses.

The larch 15, 1948 issue of "In Fact" contained an article concern-
ing Ayn Rand who appeared before the House Committee as a friendly witress.
The article wes very critical of kiss Rand's publication entitled, "Screen
Guide for Americans", alleging that it was a guide to "Thought control in A-
merica®, This publication by kiss Rand set forth certain rules to Ye followed

. in order to avoid any Comwnist infiltration into motion pictures.,

The June, 1948 issue of "lasses and Main Stream", which publicaticn
"*is a successdr to the former publication, "New Masses", also contained an ar-
ticle concerning the Hollyrood hearings. This article briefly contrasted the
differences between the hearings in Cctober, 1947 before the Comrittee, which
hearings were attended by a great deal of publicity, and the entirely different
attitude in the court hearings of the accused witnesses. This article was also
critical of the court and the prosecution, and was critical of the fact that
the trials of these persons vould take place in "A comrmnity drenched in fear™.
The article then attacked the passage of the lurdt-Nixon Bill, and concluded
by stating that the "Hollywood Ten® were being "persecuted®., This article was
written by Samel Sillen.

The Varch, 1948 issue of "lodern Screen®, beginning on page 32, con-
tained an article which purported to be a series of letters from larry Parks
to his wife, Betty Garrett. Parks was one of the witnesses subpoenraed to appear
tefore the House Committee in Cctober, 1947, and the letters were supposedly
written to his wife while he was. in Vashington in response to the subpoena .
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These letters were very critical of tine House Committee hearings, chzrging

that witnesses were making wild statements and mrling unsubstantiated charges

while the attorneys for the witnesses were not allowed to cross-exarine ths
friendly witnesses., The entire tenor of the article was extremely critical,
both of the louse Committee itself and the manner in which the hearings were
conducted. It was also very critical of the investigation as a whole.

2

. Another item of interest in conrection with the hearings was an ar-
ticle by Fumphrey Bogart, apcearing in the larch, 1948 issue of Photoplay maga—
zine. You will recall that Bogart and his wife, lauren Bacall, were among those
individuals active in the group of writers and actors vho flew from follywood
to support the "Unfriendly “.itnesses" tefore the House Cormittee., Borart em-
phatically stated that he was not a Communist, and that his trip to "ashinston
had not been for the purpose of defending Comrunism, but had been solely in the
interests of freedom of speech and freedom of the screen., Among the staterents
made by Bogart were the following: "I ar about as much in favor of Commnism
as J, Edgar Hoover. I despise Communism and I believe in our own American brand
of democracy....So lcng as we are cpvosed completely to Conmunism and do not
permit ourselves to be used as dupes by Commie organizations, we cen still func~
tion as thoughtful American citizens." Bogart's article was also critical of
the fact that hearings were held by the House Committee at all, indicating that
the small numbter of Comrmunists in the moticn picture incdustry could have been
identified by this Bureau.
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C. Lfforts to Postnone Trials of "Unfriendly 0%

attorneys for the encants were attempiing ros Looner I all
of the trials of the "unfriendly 10" and in this connection this sonrce re-
ported that it was contemplated that efforts would be made to influence the
Attorney General Lhrough Senator Claude Pepper. Tiis source reported that
:oaper ard Twobert W, Kenny were schedvlad to confer with Senator Pesper on

n“nn I 100
. AL GIL ‘\.’ L7040

Cn April 6, 1948, this same iniormant reportes that an unknomn
mali, Wno was belisved to be one of the defense attorneys, ~ontacted ¥athrim
Popper, the wife ol artin Pooper, znd advised ner that kobert 7. lLenry was
anxiovs to have Baril2y Crum contact the Thite House in order that a
continuance of the Hollywood trials could be obtained., FHowever, it was
indicatsd that Crum ¢id not desire to make this contacit, The unknown man
then menticned the lfazcl that louise Eransien had a ;r2at deal of influencs
#ith Cium and inasmuch as Popoer was friendly with iransten it was su;pested
ihat Fo.per should contact vrinsten and athempt to el her Lo inilusnc2
Crum tc ceontact the “hile Uouse, 3Suortly thereafier Porper c¢id conract
gransten with 2 reguest vhat she conier with $rum wnich she arreed io co.

A B I [ 5335

+ Al Lba TIo VTV iaoaad &
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r
vefense attorneys upon several occasions conferred with Senator Fe
®ffort to haveé him nse his inilvence with the Altorney Ceneral. Pepper did
confer with the Attorney Ceneral, but his efforts to obtain a continuance
ware unsuccessful,

The ‘tashington Times Terald of Yay 19, 1J47, reported tihzt on
ray 12, 1948, iive of the cefendants, to wit, "dward Dmytryk, Yerbert
Eiternan, Alberdy Valtz, Alvah Bessie, and 3Samuel Crnitz, had appeared in
leceral Court and waived jury Lrials in connection with their incictments
for conterpt of Cunrress, Th<se [ive detfendants a;reed to sutimit written
presentation of their cases to the court for a cecision, but the court had
stated that nc siecision in the cases nf these five wonld be rendered until
after the final ruling by the aprellzte court on the anpeals of Lawson and

1
Trumbo, who nan previously veen convicted of the contempt chargs. ‘the articls

stated that prior to .June 20, Ring Lardner, Jr,, Adrian Scott and Lester Cole
ware likewise scheduled to anrear in conrt to sign sizilar agreements. The
appeals of Lavison and Trumbo are still perndins and as a result the trials

of the additional) writers nave not taken place,

- 131 -
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D. Activities of Individuals Comprising the "Unfriendly 10% i
L ' '
ToE Alvah Bessie
: £ In April, 1948, anc prior thereto, Dessie, in conjunction with- .
e the Freedom From 'ear Comnittee, had been active lrr raising funds for tae
‘; defense of the indicted witnesses, -
{ “ﬂaﬁim‘nia, a source of information,
: . reportec that one of such fuficticns was held ca April 3, 1948, at the home

of r, and ¥rs, Sidney tlarmon in North ibllywoed, California, for the

roroose of raising funcds for the defense of the various ceiencants. This ’
source reported that iioward La Lilva, a knewn member ¢f the Comnunist izrty,
was the rrocram Lirector, and Tessie was cne of the speakers al this meeting,
i@ slated that the first move toward mahking the Tnited States Zoverament
similar to Aitlerism was the control of the movie indusiry by dictatirs wnat
tyne of pictures slhiould be procuced and told the aucience thz:t Lthey would be
rorced to see pictures such as "The Iron Curtain" instead of pictures like
"Centlemen's Agreement.,® At this meeting the complete recerdinrs of tha
testimory of the ten witnesses were nresented,

PR

o
. j..' -

Herbert Tiberman

Turing Jaruvary and February, 1947, Bibsrman was devoting consideraule
_of his time to cfirectiny affairs of the reedom From tear Tommittee, information
concerning which has been roported under Section IIT abtove.

- m.}ack Cold, who was also active in the
of fice of the above CGix , rellected that Biberman and Pzuline Liucer

were the real cirectors ol the Committee, the purnose of which was to raise
funds and solicit donations to help defray the expenses of the defencants in
the contemnl trizls, Panline lauber was a known peaber of the Communist
Fartrr in 1944 and 1945,

Lester Cole -

Cole, following the hearing in Cctober, 1947, filed a svit against
retro-Coldwyn-tayer Stvdios alleging treach of contract, and this case re-
ceived cunsiderable publicity when the stucio requestcd that Federal Judye

. Lleon Yankmich, before whom the case was to ve tried, had allegedly mace a
staterent at 2 social functicn that if the case were to come ba2fore him
he wonld fird for Col? z2nd ithat he wished iie were the plaintitf's attorney
in the actions Cole's suit was for performance of his contrant with M
Studios at 1,700 a week and he claimed in ids suit that he was then unexployed
and had been prevented from cobtaining further employment becauses of tha action
taken by LC!" as a resvlt of the “ashington hearings,
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In April, 1948, source of MOmtiomof |
Beverly Hills, California, advised that Daytryk had stat e would
never be brought to trial on the contempt charge for the reason that
John Howard Lawson would be acquitted and the cases against the other
defendants would then be dismissed. This source advised that Dmytryk
characterized the contempt charges as ridiculous and uncoanstitutional and
that he, Dmytryk, "would go down in history" as ane of the participants in
the hearings.

Gordon Kahn

InF s 15.8, source of inromtionm
advised that Kahn returned to or
and was not employ « This source expressed the opinion that

Kahn was through as far as major studio jobs were concerned and that varner
Brothers Pictures were believed to have discharged him because of his Com-
munist activities. The source further stated that Kahn was spending the
major portion of his time working on various activities of the Progressive
Citizens of America in Holiywood. According to this same source, Kahn had
recently received the sum of $750 for an article which he had contributed
for a book published by the Fegasus Company in Chicago. It is believed that
this sum was received by Kahn in connection with his work on the publication

" ®"Hollywood on Trial," information concerning which has been reported above.

. On April 7, 19Le,mmmuon‘ea above, reported
concerning a conversation whic ween Kahn and Sam Marx, a screen
producer. Marx questioned Kahn as to how 1t. could be t.hat. he and Kahn, who

----- e wmabddem i adsimm

had attended school uubﬂl-nt:r in New York u.l.by and sntersd the moblidn PaCuwil'S
business at approximately the same time, could have drifted so far apart
politically., Kahn replied that he considered Marx to be an intellectual
hypocrite stating that he, Kahn, felt very keenly that there should be
equality for all people and that he intended to fight for this ideal — if
necessary to go to jail for it, and even die for it. Marx conceded that
Kahn's ideal was all right, but asked why Kahn did not feel he could work
for this ideal within the framework of the American Constitution and through
organizations existing in this country without taldng orders from a foreign
government., Kshn replied that he would take orders from anyone in whoa he

believed. S

2!. !!!, Lardner had ad!es!

Rin or, J

Confidential source of information
Century Fox Studios, advised that on Jamuary
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a letter to "illiam Pearlberg, a producer at 20th Cenlury Fox Studivs,

in which letter Jardnar apoealed to Pearloerg for money on behalf of the
ten indicted witnusses, In tiis letter Lardner stated that he and the
other defendants expected to leose their cases in the lower courts, cub

that all felt they wonld win in the Supreme Couvrt, ILardner estimated that
the cost of the trip to ..zshinpton by the ten "unfriendly® witnesses had
been “50,0C0 and he estimated that an additional “60,0C0 would be necessary
to tieht the cases in the lower courts. Tais letter pointed out that the
“reedom From Fear Cormitice, rreviously mentioned, wonuld hancle any
contributions wiich Fearltzry and others desired to make,

Jon loward lawsun

Cnorelruary 2, 1247, the Jeuish beoples -raternal Gpeer of  ihe
International .orkers Ouder held a neeting at the Paraview lsnor, 220C .est
tth Street in Ious fnveles to protest the actions ¢i tire altorney Tcneral in
citing the I70 as wililn the purview of tha Loyaluy Crcer, ard Iawuson was
ore of the princiral spaakers at this meziing.

Tauzon siated thet e {618 nonored te ve asied Lo sueak in rotest
the siterney T=n2ralts acticn, widch ne craractarii=d 25 an uajusiitisd
ack un the ~ivil liverties o the necrl: of the inited Ll-tes, Ta
cescricved thz Altorney Icaeral's acticn as part of a broad attack on civil
liLerties and cited otier instanzes 2s part of the g2neral putlern, including
the prosecution of ferhart Tisler, Lawson stated thz!{ he was proud to nave
beer s=lected for cpecial atbtention ly the House Comrittee and wos alsc prewd
to Le anong these who had becn indicted, GHe alsc coarzed that the Hous2
¢omriltee and tne :‘otion Fictwre Producers hssociation are conirolled by nz2ll
Street and bip bLusiness snd is a movereut apainst free expresvsion and is
leading to thouirht contrel iu the Urniied Stales, e also cescrited the
oifferanza in atnesphere Loiwmeen a2 Tlouse hearing in Cetobery 1947, ond
the arrai rrent of tha cefandanbls tollowing their incictuent., v cepncction
with the arraicneent he stated tnat tiers was no laniare and publicity and
he velieved that the case had Loen handled iu this marner in oidar Lo make
the defendants [eel uniwportant, 'le also criticized thc fact tiat a2t the
arrairorent tne indicted witnosscs wsre ~3de g wait until nuwsrous other
prersons had teer arraizned or such charpes as passing bad checks and other
swall oifenses. Isuson cleoted pis talk oy stacing that Le had baen in
atlendance st the vatiopal venvention ¢f the Frogressives CSitizons of Arerica
on Jorvary 18, 1348,

On Aapril 12, 1:40, lawscn was convicted in Federal veurd at
washiniton, ", C, of contemrt of Zongress for iis failure to =rswer tle
Corrmitteats inquiries as to unether or not he was a member of the Com.unist
Farty. Iiis case is nrcsently pencing on anpeal, -
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The ..ashington Post of iay 22, 1948, maporticc tiat on lay ?1,

d been gentenced te serve a vear in jail and had Leen 1ined
vlt of his conviction for conteamrt of Congress, The sentence

was irnesed by Judre idward ¥, Curran and follewine the senterce lauson
reneortedly read a long statf:cnt tc the court in which he statec thil he

aid what he thought was right when he rafused to tall the Coanlttee whcther
cr not ne was a Com-unist.
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Tihe trial of lawson, as well as that of Tialton Trumbo, received
cunsideracle puclicity in "The Vorker® with a feature article by .oseph
torth acpearing in the issue of Yay 16, 1942,

vert 'al

2

ralts is known Lo have met on several cccasions with cthar ~¢awors
of the ™uiniTiendly 16" ceacerning thelr triszls for contemnt, e hias 2130 bocen
active in fund raising cam-aigns for Llhe cefendants and has continued to

Le active in various (loll,wcod front sroups,

Lérian Scout

In inril, 13453, a confidential seuvrce of

informatica, advised timf. 3T 2zt writeen a steory entitlsd Moy to the
orlc," which n3C weon submitted to the motion ricture studios as iaving
Leen written ¢ Allan Scott, lhe brothar of Adrian Seott, This scourca re-
rorten that this was the tirst incication that any of the individuals among
the "unfriendly 10" were suoritting scripts to the studics vncer z2liasss
or under the 13-c5 ol other indivicuzls, Tnere is no incication that %
script wis accepted by the studios.

Scott, tojather with all of the cther deiendants, nag been active
in various fund raisin- campaipns #s reported vnder Section ,1-4 above

C3lten Trumbo

F11319rnla, infcimation for the yijes,
reported i that Trerbo was concleately withont funds and had
arproached »: zn effort to negotiate a 112.500 mort ace on Trumbo's
ranch. Tue inlorTint made a complete surver and tour ol Jrambot's ranch,
wiich he estimated to Le worth approximately 7€5,0C0, but that Trumio wag so
badl, in need of funds that i was willinr to pay interest at the rate of

91 per cent mith the carrying charres to be prepaid in order tec secure

-
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approximately 10,000 it order to meet his immediate living expenses,
Trumbo tolc this infcrmant that he had not been z<lling any stories and
had Leen fcrced to borrow money ir order to meat his currepst expenses,

In Yay, 1948, Trumoo was convicted in rFeceral Court in .ashingtom,
€. of contempt of Conrress.

The washington Post of May 22, 1948, reported that on May 21, 1948,
Trumbo had been sentenced to serve a year in jail and pay a fipe of *1,000
fcllowing his conviction for contewnpt of Conrress, The articls stated that
attorrey Charles i, “ousion had filed 3 rotien for a rew trial for Trusbo,
which mection ixic been denied, ..t the tire of Lhe s2nlence, irurto statad
to the ccurt thst he felt that Lhe avestions directed to hir uy the 'cuse
Cormictee were a tlow at the secrecy of the ballot 2nd thus a tlow at the
constitution., «vstice Lavid A, Frine stated that Trumbo hid veen aiced LY
abla atterneys when called belore tne House Committee and that he had
flarrantly defied tha Committee in order to challense its authority. .e further
stated that if Trumoo were right tien he snould not L2 punished at all, but
if he was wrong as the jury had held, then his punishment should be in keerning
witn the riezrae ol his defiance, Trusmbo has likewise appealed his cas5¢ to
the higher courts,
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Un-American *ct1v1t1e5 Concernlng Comrunism in fvllywood

In ihe colum of George Dixon appearing in th2 Yazshinston Times
terald of June 10, 1948, it was stated that Dixon had conferred with
Cuairman Thomas of the louse Comnittse to ascertain if acditicnal hearings
vere tc be held concerning Commynist activity in licllywood, 1In answer to
this inquiry Dixon quoted Thwmas as stating “the tinllywood hzaring last
Cctober will seem like a pink tea compared to the one comirg uy. Cur
investigators have unccvered sensational evidence, .e are ;oing to expouse
tventy-six members of tha industry as Communist Farty card holders. Among

-y

them ara some of the most celfbrzted names in filmdon.®

Tue ¥ew tork Journal émerican of Jentimter £, 1947, raported thad
the ouse Comrittee on Un-imerican Activitias had reopened its investigation
of Communism in Hollywood and that on that date had bepun calline witnessas
for secret questioning preliminary te the resumpticn of public hearings on

" September 15. The ariicle further stated that public testimony in the case

would be heard "before i.ovenber 1." Jlowever, the Sashington News of
Seplember 3, 1942, incdicated that a ilollywood investltation would b2 renewed
Avirmdoe Fha (Ta—wtr he -
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some time to the
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ormurist underground in tne film incustry, -
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Trere have been no indications 3t this time that the Louvse Committee
has renewed any investigation inte the YHollywood sitvation and, as reported

- 136 - |
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above, numerous informants in the film colony do not believe that the souse
Comnittee will arain conduct any hearings concerning, this matter,
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Status of Civil Suits arisin_g_as & Result of the Committee Hea.ring_ -

Sult by Lester Cole

Lester Colo, one of the "Hollywood Ten", sued MGM Studio for re-
instatement of his $1,350 a week job, and the case was heard by Judge Yank-
wich in los Angeles, in December, 1948.

The "New York Times® of December 9, 1948 contained a news item
regarding the testimony given by Louis B. Mayer, head of MGM, in commction
with this suit. The article quoted Mayer as stating that prior to the holde
ing of the hearings by the House Committee on Un-American Activities, the
Commlttee had put pressure on him to discharge alleged Commnists. He
testified that two Committee investigators, H. A. Smith and A. B. Leckile,
had called upon him and admonished him to "clean house®™ before such action
was forced by Congress or "public opinion®. Mayer stated that he would
not fire aixyone because they were a Cmmmist, as long as there was no
I rwwrerrivren 3 v mw WM nd adivmaw el bk M m— ameeN A sead ok U

WOLGULLSE 42 wgm PAluUdloF, alil wide LOomn “aim Couia nuv g to such
pictures.

On December 20, 1948, Cole was successful in the suit against
MGM and was reinstated in his job at $1,350 a week and was awarded §74,250
in back pay. The studios have indicated that the case will be appealed to
the Suprems Court, if necessary.

. In connection with the suit, the "Daily Worker™ of January 25,
19h9 raDort.ed concarning statements made by Samel Goldwyn concerning Eric

. Jolmston in which he stated that Johnston's chief contribution to the economic

stability of the motion picture industry had been to give advice which had
caused the filing of law suits against the Motion Picture Association of
Amarlcn and various of its members, totaling approximatoly $65,000,000,

) 4 PN crhbham nastimad Toalhmatam AP Hewanmdose himenTP bo namawmd o 2a1Y Sa moabhtda
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office® and of being motivated by "personal obJoct.ivos" and "political am-
bitions*,

During the trial, Johnston appeared as a defense witness and was
questioned concerning a meeting of the major studio executives, held on
November 25-26, 1947, at which time it was alleged that an agreement had
been reached to suspend employees cited for contempt of the House Committes.
Johnston testifisd that he had told the meeting that reaction in South
American editorials indicated that the "unfriendly witnesses® had behaved
like Communists and brought discredit upon the motion picture indusiry amd
that he had been told by officials of the American Legion that it was pos=
sible that Legion Posts throughout the United States would boycott pictures
because of the actions of the "Hollywood Ten™. He indicated that he had
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suggested two courses of actiont (1) to continue to employ the "unfrisndly
witnesses® and tell the public that subversive material was being kept
from the pictures; or, {(2) they could no longer employ the individuals.
According to Johnston, everyons agreed that the second course was the one
they desired to follow., The article quoted Johnston as stating, "I told
them I felt that management and labor should work together to clean house
of Communists, that it was a mutual responsibdlity, and that I considered
Communists foreign agents.®

Following the verdict in favor of Cole, the December 21, 1548
issue of "Varietly" stated that Judge Yankwich had been extremely critical

Al Tl a Toahmeodam and hie nadld sne do cnctmaadd e wldbh dlhao BT Ve 3 M.
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He indicated that the adoption of the stand against the Commnists by the
Motion Picture Association of America had been the result of Johnston's
"high-pressure methods®.

The December 22, 1918 issue of the "Hollywood Reportert stated
that Johnston had taken issue with Judge Yankwich's statements and had
stated that the action taken by the producers was entirely their own and
that he had not influenced their decision. He was quoted as stating that
he himself would not employ a known Communist in aresponsible position.

Among the individuals who sided with Johnston against Yankwich
was Spyros P. Skouras of Twentieth Century Fox, who stated "I wish to state
publicly that neither I nor my company was high-pressured by Mr. Johnston

ar anvons elass. The action in rnunﬁ-l o tha .rhna"l1-rl THollvwood Ten! was

Va S gWiEs WaAwWwE A EAF AR Wk WAS A b Ve WAL AU clebn ] WY A .

taken by the directors of 'l‘wentiet-h Century, independently and on their
own inod tiative.”

Civil Sult Instituted by Screen Writers Guild

In comection with this suit which was against the varicus studics
because of the alleged "black list®™, the December 17, 1948 issue of "Film
Daily® reported that the Soclety of Independent Motion Picture Producers
had written Robert W. Kenny to the effect that the Soclety of Independert
Noticn Picture Froducers did not agree with the Motion Plcture Association
of America's policy of not hiring Comrunists and felt that hiring of Commue
nists was a matter for the indlvidual producer to decide.

"ha NTAs lnnn".. Harald and Fynrasafl AP Tassmhaw 16 10LA alanm
LG TS RARUAYE LUlGals G Oapives” Ul wollluel 4y ajuv saew

referred to this action by the Soclety of Independent Motion Picture Pro-
ducers, and quoted Kenny as indicating that this meant the united front
among producers had been broken and that the "black list™ would not be
ohgerved., Kenny further indicated in this article that the Society of
Independent Motion Picture Producers would be dropped as defendants in
pending suits. This article further indicated that the Society of Inde-
pendent Motion Picture Producers had, on the previous Sunday night, chosen
former Governor Ellis Arnall of Gecrg‘h a3 head of the groupe.
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Anti-Trust Suit Against Studics

The "Los ingeles Daily News® of May 23, 19l9 reported that the
®"Hollywood Ten®™ had filed a $52,000,000 treble damage anti-trust suit
againat ten film studios and a film assoclation, charging that the agree~
ment not to rehire them was in restraint of trade under the Sherman Anti-
Trust Act. This complaint alleged that the black list arcse out of the.
producers' meeting held in New York in November, 1947. The article in-
dicated that the individual members of the "Hollywood Ten" were suing for
damages, as follows: Alvah Bessie, Samuel Ornits, John Howard Lawson,
and Herbert Biterman ~ $3,000,000 each; Edward Dmytryk - $8,350,275;
Adrian Scott - $6,9L2,600; lester Cole - $6,.435,600; Albert Maltz -
‘B,TSO,M; m I&rdmr, Jre - ‘7,1&7,5%; and, Lalton Trumbo - $7,233,000-

Continuation of "Hlack List®

The "Daily Psople's World"™ of November 18, 19L8 reported that
on November 16, 1948 the presidents of the major film companies had met
in New York and had decided to continues the black list of film writers
who had been cited for contempt of Congress. This information was credited
to the "Hollywood Reporter® of November 17, 1948,

tion dvised that this meeting had been held and it had been pointed
out by the attorneys for the companies that individuals who were sulng the
studios in connection with the so-called "black list™ had agreed to settle
the suit out of court, provided the producers would pay the costs then in=-
curred, amounting to approximately $200,000, It was indicated that all
outstanding suits would be dropped and that an impartial arbiter would

be appointed, whose decision would be binding upon both the plaintiffs

and the defendants. This informant indicated that Johnston had recommended
that the proposal be accepted on the basis that it would be smart buslness
relations to do so. The informant advised that at this point Y. Frank
Freeman, Executive Vice-President of Paramount, took the floor and stated
that although he was not present in an official capacity but as a guest

he felt he had to make certain remarks at that time as a stockholder of
Paramount and cne of the defendants in the suits. He stated that he would
not agree to the settlement of any of the claims if it could be handled
for five cents and as far as he was concerned, the logal proceedings could
go clear to the Supreme Court. The informant advised that this statement
threw the meeting into an uproar and it was decided to adjourn until the
following morning. When the group met the following morning, the presi-
dents of the companies voted unanimously in favor of cantinuing the legal
fight and against any setilement whatever. It was reported by the informant
that subsequent to the adjourrment of the meeting on the first evening,
the presidents of the various companies had contacted the members of their
Boards of Directors and the Directors had voted against any settlenent or
cospromise.

‘n connection with this meeting, Los Angeles source of informa-
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Status of Criminal Actions Against the "Hollywood Ten®

As previously reported, John Howard lawson and Daltoa Trumbo
were convicted in the District Court in the District of Columbia for
contempt of Congress for refusal to tell the House Committee on Une _
American Activities whether or not they were members of the Communist -
Party.

Both Trumbo and Lawson appealed their convictions to the United
States Court of Appeels and the "New York Journal American® of June 13,
1949 reported that on that date the Court of Appeals had handed down ita
decision upholding the convictions of Lawson and Trumbo.

It is believed that the cases will be appealed to the Supreme
Court.

In comnection with the cases pending against the other eight
members of the "Hollywood Ten", prior to the trials of lawson and Trumbo
it was agreed by the attorneys for the other eight individuals and the
Govermment that in the event the convictions of lLawscn and Trumbo were
upheld, these eight individuals will plead guilty and accept sentences.

In connection with the appeals which lLawson and Trumbo have
entered, it is interesting to note that the "Daily Worker® of November 5,
1948 reported that the National Council of the Arts, Sciences and Professicns
was plaming the sulmission of an amicus curiae brief in behalf of Lawson
and : Trumho. -

General Activities of the "Hollywood Ten®

The los Angeles Office reported in the Fall of 1948 that the
mexbers of the "Hollywood Ten" were generally meeting on Monday nights
at the home of Albert Maltz in order to discuss their situation. These
individuals were generally working together during the Fall of 1948 in
order to raise funds in defense of the criminal action against them, and
many of them were engaged ip making speeches and talks before various Commu-
nist-infiltrated groupse.

The activities of the individuals are briefly as follows:
John Howard lawson

lawson has recently completed rewriting a new edition of his book,
*The Theory and Technique of Flay Writing", described as a Marxist classic
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concern:l.ng the theater. He has also been engaged in writing a history of

oA _

2 Uﬂlm D““,. ; -
Iawscn was also a participant in the Cultural and Scientific *»
Conference for World Peace, held in New York City in March, 1949 under __
the auspices of the Natiomal Council of the Arts, Sciences and Professionse
In the Spring of 1949, he participated in a lecture serles emtitled, "A
New Approach to American History and Our Cultural Heritage®™, under the
sponsorship of the California Iabor School. lawson's advice is frequently
sought in connection with statements being issued in behalf of the "Holly-
wood Tan® and he is likewise consultad for hia advice ¢oncerning po m‘l‘lev-
financial and other matters in connection with the Hollywood COuncil or
the Arts, Sciences and Professions. On April 10, 1949, he spoke on behalf

of the "Hollywood Ten" at a meeting sponsored by the Civil Rights Congress,
in Los Angeles.

¥ith regard to lLawson' tionship with the motiom picture
industry, los Angeles informant reported that since February,
lawson has consulted severul tim th Zoltan Korda, brother of Sir
Alexander Korda, regarding the possibility of his working on a script

of a picture entitled, "Magic Mountain® to be made in Africa. The in-
formant has been unable to advise whether any decision has yet been reached
regarding lawson's writing of this script.

4 T - Albert Malts

The *Daily Worker®™ of November 30, 1948 reported that Malts had
recently completed a new novel entitled, "The Journey of Simon McKeever®,
which was to be published in the Spring of 1949 by Little Brown Company.

The Twentieth Century Fox Studio purchased the new Maltz novel
for the sum of $35,000 and then announced that the story had been "shelved®
and would not be made into a picture. The "Daily Worker® of May 20, 1949
reported that a mass campatygn of protest was under way against Twentieth
Century Fox for its refusal to make & picture of the story. The Hollywood
Councll of the Arts, Sciences and Professions was named as one of the or-
ganizations which was actively participating in the protest campaigne
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As previously mentioned, Cole was successful in obtaining a verdict
in his favor in his suit for reinstatement in his job. He was alsc reported
as.engaged in the writing of a play entitled, "Your Hand in Mine", in which
several Broadway Droducers have expressed a serious interest,
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Dalton Trumbo

Trumbo's convictian for contempt of Congress was upheld by .
the United States Court of ippeals, as mentioned above. He is also re-.
ported to have written a new play entitled, "The Emerald Isle®, which
in the Spring of 19L9 was reported as being in rehearsal on Broadway.
The title of this play is a new one and it was formerly knomn as "ichine
River®.

Samuel Ornits

During the Spriog of 1945, it was reported that Omits was en~
gaged principally in lecturing on Jewish history and culture and was also
engaged in writing a book concerning the history of anti-Semitism.

Edwardinn{tryk

Dmytryk is presently in England, directing pictures. The "Washing-
ton Evening Star® of March 16, 1949, in an article date lined London, de-
scribed Dmytryk as the current "miracle man®™ of the British film world,

This article stated that J. Arthur Rank, described aa a very religious

man, did not ask Dmytryk whether or not he was a Communist but instsad
asked him if he believed in God, and,vhen Dmytryk answered in the affirma-
tive, stated "Anyone who bellieves in God can't be a Communist®, and there-
upon gave Dmytryk a job as a director for him, The article stated, however,

+hat Ranlkr wae nnat 211wl e Tmotrolr £4 malkka hie fnenal macasacsa tvna nisnturaWl.
WAt ank wag not al.owang [mr Co maxe Nls osual mosSsage TYPe ploture’.

a

The "Daily Worker" of April 1, 1949 stated that Dmytryk had
recently completed the picture, "Cbsession" for the london Pinewood Studios
and was then preparing to direct and produce the picture, "Christ in Concrete®.

Herbert Biberman

Since the Fall of 1548, Biberman has devoted practically his
entire time to working on bshalf of the "Hollywood Ten®™, with his activi=
ties being directed through the Hollywood Council of the Arts, Sciences
and Professions and other commlittees. He is a frequent speaker at various
meetings in an effort to obtain financial and moral support for the “Holly-
wood Ten%,

Alvah Bessie

Iﬁ the Fall of 1948, Bessie was reported as considering moving
to New York City in order to write tslevision shows for Burgess Meredithe
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lLos Angeles informant ported in the Fall of 1948 that Bessle was
extremely worried concerning his finaneial conditlon and had only &5 in
the bank, and had reportedly been trying to borrow money from various in-
dividuals. In the Spring of 1949, he was reported as me of the trustees
of the Los Angeles branch of the Califarnia labor School and as working
closely with Biberman in behalf of the "Hollywood Ten".

Adrian Scott

Since April, 1949, Scott has been in London on a film-writing
project for a picture entitled, "Tha Steepsr Cliff®. Prior to his departure
for England, he was active in behalf of the Civil Righta Congress in los
Angales and was a mamber of the Steering Committes of the Hollywood Council
of the Arts, Sciences and Professions.

Ring Iardner, Jr.

"Hollywood Variety® of June 10, 1948 indlcated that Lardner had
been sizned to do a screen play entitled, "Pastures of Heaven"™. However,
no coanfirmation of this has been obtained and there is no indication that
the picture wae heing produced or that lardner was again emploved in the

motion picture industry.

... _In the Spring of 1949, lardner was reported as being in Switzer-
land, writing a picture for Lazar Wachslar,
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5504 HOLLY'WCQD BOULEVAID, 105 AMNGSLES, CALIFOUEIA

the Assoc!qn o! lao!ion Picture !ro!ucers. lncorpore!e(l. on !!; !4. 1547,

edvised that the captioned group was incorporated in the State of California
in January of 1924, He gtated that this organization is affiliated with the
Hotion Picture Producers and Distributors of America, formerly known as the
Hayes Office, which was organized and incorporated in New York im 1922,

The Hollywood Studio Blue Book Directory, Sprins Edition, 1947,

liate the follovine officers and members of the Association of llotion Fictura

Procducers, Incorporatedi

Eric Johnsten
(Tem-orarily vecant)

James S, Howie

Board of Directors

John Becx, Jr.

Wiarren Yoane

Harvin Zz-ell

Y. Fran: Freeman
~ Hernert Treston

-. -

Hembhers

Colurmbia Picturee Corporation
.loew's Incoryorzted

RXC Radlio Pictures, Inc.
20th Ccntury Fox Film Corporation
Universal Pictures Company

I'ﬂl. T . .'......-1‘_ N | . adeed o
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_ their files, tocsther vita a check of all otaer sources and inf
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Presideat
Bx:cutive Vice President and

Mfhaldvmeianm af +hoe Daond
Wl dl W2l UL LD WUCLW

Secretary and Traasurer

B, B. Karaae
Eégar J. lapnix
¥. Peter Bathvon
Josepn If, Screnck
Allen Wilson

Semuel Goldwyn Productions
Paranount Pictures, Incarnorzted
Republic Froductioas

Hal BRoach Studios

ifarner 3rothers Pictures

Comrunist activities, fails to reflect any Cormunist activities or asrocxations

on the part of the above-named individuals,

In connection with the ofiicers set out above,

it should dbe

pointed out that the Los Angeles Times newspaper for June 3, 1947, disclosed
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that Xric Joinston had announced the elaction of Y, Frank Freemaa, o Vice
President of Paramount Pictures, Incorporated, to the Chairmanship of the
Board of the Agsociation of Motion Picture FProducers, Incorporated, and
that James F, Byrnes, former Secratary of State, would serve as counscl
for the Association. In this same article Johnston is quoted asx saying,
"We are deter:nined that subversive propag zanda, governmant pres ure or

L.

political csnsership will never undermine the fresdom of the scrsen, whichy

i
liko the freedom of the rress and radio, is indispensable to a free Aserica.®

According tm the Association of lotlon Picture

Producers, Incorporated, w&s orisinally organized to invest a moral code

on the motion picture industry and that the Assoclation had nevsr had any
les~l or other provicion to keen out or to investizate Communist propaganda

nd activities in the vreparation of motion rictures by member studios,
“:alated that there is at prosent considerable ¢coatroversy among the
menbers of the Associatinn as to the setting up of a commitiee to investizate
Coarmnist activity in the motion picture industr}' and to elimin-te thizse
individuals reszone=ible for it, or to merely resirict its score to the
maxing; of reco.wendations to the indusiry.

Accordinzg to m Sric Johnston, President of the Association,
during the weak of July 14, 17, held a conference of the officers of the
Association, at which tims he made the followlng stateneati

. "We must have. lesal vroof that a person is a Comnunist or otherwise
subversive before this office will rccdrriend that he be fired, be=
ceuse most vpersons in the industry sre woriting under contract,
wiich would rezult in legal suiltg for damases. e will coop:rate
with resnonsivle acencies of the rovernzent to unearth subversive
activities, but we are not in azrecment with sone of their methods.®

Azcording to PJ’ohnstan inlicated that he did not like
the nublicity seeitinz co:iltiess who were injectiag paliticel ansles into
their investicntions and. in particular, mentioned Dies, Raakin a.nd. -Lh.omal
ag Vein; in tiuis catezor

Erie Johns 'c vregant nersonal assistant is Zlwaxd T, Cherfits,
vho, acecording to “spemls a considaravle cart of his tine in
Washinston and Hew 20ri: G1ltY making frecuent trips tc the lollywosd arca

- on major assi-nments siven him by Eric Johnston. He related that some
weeks 270 Cheyfitz came to the Jest Joast to collaborate in the ppizin: of
particular l2bor propasanda plcturaes for the listion Picture Aszociation

at letro=Goldwyn—iicyer Studios. Cheyfitz's one-time affiliation with the
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Communist Party 1s admitted by him. -

On October 13, 12942, at his own roquest, CiLaeyfitz was interviewed
0y Special Agenta in Toleio, Ohio, at which time he volunteered certain ine-
formation concerain; his past activities in the Party, He admitted having
been a Communist mewber at large in the State of Ohio 2nd active 23 an orw
ganizer in the CIQ Die Casters Union throushout the United States with other
Communiat leaders who had been appoint:d by him at the recommendation of .
John Williamson of the Communist Party Hational Committee., Cheyfitz claims
he was expellad from the Communist Party shortly after the Soviet-ilazl non-
ag ;ression pact due to an article he wrote in opnosition to the pact.

Tne Los #n eles Office hag a% tne “reeent tize no record or othe

ywood, California,
f

-0 heliave that

L4 - wilia '

that in hie ﬂnﬂ"linﬂ-n with Ch

L% vo.... L'

Lex tz b
fitz 1s sincerely anti-Communlst t the vresent

As a poasible indication of the current estinete of Cherfitz by
the loc~l Comhunist elenent in the Hollywoosd arez, the Los Aigeles Office
hag advised it is in rosse-cisn of the orizinal of a letter dated July 25,
1946, on the letterhead of the Los Anzeles CIO Couneil, This letter, which
was made avrilable by who is at prasent
at tha University of Caliio iz a2t Los MAazeles, on b « 1947, 18 sicn
by Philin-l. (Slim) Comnnelly, Secratary of the CIO Council, and is adircssed
to Pauline Lauber of the Hollywood “riters Fobilization, Loth of whom hava
been identified in this memorandun as Comunists., The lettsr raads as follows:

"You may renember the jerk who signs the attached letier (EBiward
T, Cherfitz). He was once National Secretary of one of our unions
and wos as puoney as hell, I'm sending this to ;ron sim 1y for
infornm tion, however, if the Vo.s feel tkhat any time the” can
benefit by contact with Cheyfitz they should feal free to do so."

.
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Tice, advised that Faul Hcilutt had agreed to renreseant thc 5
Policy Conmittee of the lotion Picture Industry in the rending hearings
before the Un-American Activities Commitiee znd that former Secretary of Jtate
Janes T, Brrnes would act in the canacity of an advisor. elated
that he iiclieved it was not proper for a farmer Justice of toe >u Court
and & former Secretary of State %0 become involved in the nolitical end of
these Learings., 1t is anticipated, according to tkis source, thet lMeliutt will
be ir constant attendance durin; the sessions of the pending hearinzs and will
atiempt to forrminte cuestions and handle the people who are anrearin:; froa the
motion vleture irndustry in ordier to —revent a snecr of the ..o"l,,n.rOOu astion
picture industry., According to the Policy Comuitiee of the motion

picture Aindustry is =ade up of tfe'To 5 individunls® «Nate Shinold;
Austin Xeoush; Rovert Rubin and Joe Hazen of Tew Tork; Mencel Siltercerg;
MHaurice Zenjanmin; A}l Wrisiit and this source of Hollywood, dentified

these individunlg by stazing thet they are for the rost pert atioruers,

The 1747-48 Iaternationcl Motlion Picture .‘s.lm,na.c conteirel the
-Pc11nr'_.riv=.—— idantifTipntinn vith ronrd to i-'l ahmava 2 A3wvidnales
D kel 5 Ak, - WA ot W AW LA ~‘d“ ‘-. J L LA Yaa Ao b e & N"“‘“—-‘ﬂ'

Spin~slad, late. Firet Vice Frosideat, Colunvia Fictures Cormorzticn.

- . .Xeoush, dustin, General Coungel, Vice Presidext and Director

Paramount Pictures,

Rubi:'.., Dobert, Vice President, General Counsel, HGH,

Hazen, Josevh B, With the law firm of Thomas and Friedran., In
1944 resizned -s Vice Precident and Director of ‘arner Srotiers
to jJoin Hal Wallis Froductions as Fresideat,.

Silverberr, lenlel, Attorney, General Counsel for Colunbia
Picturez in los Any ;eles

Benjanin, MHaurice. Aitorney, Jest Coast Counsel for unl,

This source, related. that Byrres was thinking of

.asking the FBI in Washington $o give him the nases of versons trominent in
the motion picture industry who are Commmniats so that they can really be
oxposed at the fortocoming hear;ngl.
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informent of the Los inceles Uffice, ndvised thrt the lotlon Picture
Producers associstion is compored of sn alliance of all the major producing
comnanies in the motion picture industry. .

ue 83°1d first it mn<t be rrememhered thot the nregicere of mntion

pietures in Jollvvmod heve bien avsre f~p won> vesre 2f the S—rmnict
ectivity in their industry. Investi-otions have bren =ttemnted heretcfore,
but ther r=zve ~lways heen henced ~ff, or exrmole, the Dies Jommittee
investi-=tion in 1940. :

a'thou-h I'p, Louds 2, !Toyep and Jock L, weamer, tvo nf the toap
n=ncucess in Unllv.c0d ard rcn:-e-nnfinf- Vetra=Coldmmva -ver Sopnor-tine ond
o v, 1-ae-u-'-+1 vual*‘ heth anre emmpd Zemeinigm - A o sk mee 1)
suat metivity in *=e inenste=, pevertocless the | oticn Iictwre Ieidoners
nesaci-ticn, A chich thepr rre jexdin: {1 ures emplrvand -yl Jelutt,
former scevernor of Indisna 2nd Coveranr<lenersl of the Ihilintine Islands,
t~ do_everrthins nocsible te h-1% the investication. Le fousht i -+t 2long
side the Communist sttorrevs, used the s°me armumenis as to free speeczh and
virlation of lcnstitutional rishts; ia fict =lmost used the same nhsics=]

tastics thrt tic Jommunists nzed to stor the proceedince, Incsruch =s he was
employ=d for t'e rurso~e of <torping the invew‘i«-"tion, it mast be presumed
that he ~-a Fn}i~dn~ the Gerires of his emplorer, the .24 in this metter.

In -éuition to p. llniutt, lr. Lric u':‘msf'\n *hn i5 the euprene
nnli*in-l ~rd escromie renresent-tive of the ilcllywood nroduserrs znd the
lia, likewige Aid everythinc in hie noer to nave the investiz-tion =- 11ed
off. .r2in ve muvt presume . t.“'l-t. Y, ales, war followine the visnes nf h:u -

a-nplov'er the "Tu.

in =~ddition t.o the frreroin- pnsition nf toes Yollwwnod nrodicers
jrmresnective nf nretendec sversion to Jommmnist s ctivitier, hindrene of
T

nersons eanlcoyed in responsible onasitions *.&.st-y jf-*-md tnzetter in
an cparrizstion celled "Sommitiee far vte

i»
th

andmert™ and sent, letters .
rvert.i seventa in thc

"%

.
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tmdo !mc rther neners denﬂun..inf' the investization a~d in eseneral sta7ing
Upllyrood deponstretion in f2vor of the Jormunists bednz heard. Anvons

fura:llis-r 11ith Ynlly=vd 1= well e=-=e that sush -ctivit{es can ba Ttopned -

hv a word “rom the ~rodecers on.he grounr that 1t vould bd!--r censure q.,

of the infu-:trv-on old ot lmod tractition. L - 9

»

- M . a5

In fact, vith the exception of a relatively sl minority, r12 x
. il011myond wes lined up 2eainst the investization, according to

Py e

gonfidenti-=1 informnnt of the Los anlesg |
Office a st2ted that neetin—e »ere
held in [ew 7= on TROC ” yere sttended by Ponl o
selutt, urie u,*nston, .,_.me-r '*.labsn, Trerident of Joramount, U, Jrenk a .
Tre-can, litck Lnlenk, and Lob vthin, representin- loem's, Inc., <=& l27en, R
renresenting 221 .21lis, .uctin denurh, re~rerenting Ioranount, lUed _etliret,
serresentine (i, [late Jluvber? nnd Jhever Jovdin, reoresenting lnlversel, '
zlhert - rogr, rerresentine _cmer S-others, Jovrours Jkouras, representing
Tox, wate Spinvnld and Jae't Johin, renresenting Jolunbia, wnd Jojce Jtitre,
one nf Johnetante agsistents, at tiece meetin~g t-ere w=rs ¢ fll discnesion
af toe =ity tion freins t.e motion nicture o ustre. WVENRR rold ' roup “
Lhet §f weoe ohgalntely esreﬂti'z] tiat foe doushpr Teectape the oo fioanse -
of tie .. ariern mhlig im [ *]1 e .rf and X' -t o tu-=noind rearlution ehandé
be adonted to the effect Lo t: Fivet, »e 27 nnt, emnlow Jorrwvints, soe
eecond, ve =111 not. emnloy t.ho'e i :n s o6 areoaers of Lonmunist {eont ~r snice-
. ti-ns.~ . ¥Hecussimm ensved £9 to what copstitutes a frout nreanizntion,
snd the succestion was '#de trat Lthe "JiI list™ derlin- with those
ow-anizations oe utilized. rreemsny =i to the ~roun t 4 <recking
for his cornpar-ticn he ia detnrmined te -0 sead ano fire Jormrists and
fellw tr=velers 2nd stand the risk of the wnsuinz law suits, The corpora-
tion rezcomimes tnst iy all stufios - z2hea¢ on this nNPrNFTem TNEY Are
Tavin- theiselves onen Lo 'aw suits on the Tound L -t a grnc nirngT eicta
tn bl-¢c list ce~tain nersons, oreventin- thea from cedurin- . -Arlomwent.

“he is o

_ric crhnston tork the cocition taot the industry shoula not
ennloy Jowmniste in soite of 12w suits, and 2]l the men in attencance
fin-1llv crme tn 2n “r»e-wnt on this noint.. Johrston uas then . instructad o
to 76 6rwn to nghin~ton = et tosetrer with v*mes JrTes to ~ark out an
edict =nd tte industry nenlsy sunnort, him in v hat stand he took, IFranv
Frcanan ~s1‘!ed Jonﬂet.nn jn .~s“irthan =rc told him nrt to issue &nx siach
vltimatum. On Sricay, tre lith, when it was to have been n~de mbolie,
~meamen tnld Johnston tnrat 2rcthin: he sais would he tamnty words aad ¢ . -
won't mean anythine. Zouw can't enforge it unless you hwve tha wchinery .
bshind you.™ Then Treemen =nd vohnston discursed whebher ov rmt. the studie. - . .




hesds and gghngon_sod his exscutives should come to Uollywood to inswe sich
a statement &F whether 1 ilbuld bowedy in Sow Tofits It was doeid-Lt.Uh o
Yew lork was the nlsde; oonnﬂuenu_y the mesting on 'nndur m 2th, ven Y

Q’-.

: Johnston nppri"'einod l"reuan'a views bacruse the lstt..r £ol6 the
.former that nany versons hed been in similar nositions before ~nd hed =
"sawed the 1imb off behind them" and that unless the industry definitely
arreed to certain nositive stens Johnston would be doinv himself and the

! incustry = disservice in any ultimatam,

In the Jem U \r'f nectinzs 2 disgu zion ensued na to nhether tha
heads of t ¢ v rious ruilde should i-in the arcdvcece in $helir ctsterent, .
ene it was decided that the ornduckion end of tre busiress shmulc t-'ce its
stznd and t.e ruilds 7<l'ed to upor-ve it after it wes m-de nublic,
ﬁis of the onininn thzt. =ome pnsitive cdeclsration will come out of
the ne@®inc on _ondr¥., This is necessary because the press tnrouchout the
conntrv hae toien the gtand that the industry should rid itself of Comrunisats
snr! fellor travelcrs. Hﬁﬂin*ed out. trt tre oneition of tre industry
is vulper-nle Hrswvse, 1n srite of the stend toien that the {neustry con
sant ]l Corvani st aenp-tonda in rictuses, nevertheless, the nrese is orincine
nressuve Lo besr Lrs-use tre incurtry r-nv+'|nnr-q to ernlay cien at fivk g 1-rice
whn hzve been esmased as Larmunichs who are in tre Ine ustre fa~ ke parncce
of insertine opropaz-rda in its product; therefore Jor=wnists must be done
cmv' with, =- - il

e The JC statement which was publizized in the press, - xerein the
Zoard of .icectors sunrorted icore Lshary, wes branded a lie b lled Lopinet,
the .F'C represeatative at the Lew Yotk hearints. It was branded ss a
#ornnlete reverstl of onr st=nd® by the men nresent at the ntetings, and
Vaninet e emmiictic in s rin thel the stotesent s untme, Lanrel
Silberber" tele r. was rrecant at this Zeord of Lircstors neetine
and th-t nn enzh 8 ot vas m-de. 27 intende ho dissn=vee dward Lnvtrek
and Lardi-n Scotl im edi’*e‘l.:r if teir cortrects con be eonceled on the o
vinlaetion 2l~n=e, =Mi3h et-tar Yo% (pr ne=zon brinrins dirre~ie upow L

" the =tadio can ne 6 )ch-\r”ed o this resson, _ : '

. | —et-ean the cess=t.10n of t'\e ‘ev Vaps Lmctinca -né the apes vhich were
held the frllowrine " onaty, J-nes Jyrmes mig to ~tteart *o 2et infers-tion which
would re<ult in a i<t or fnmﬂs \~"i"h cmlid be nroee-*ed ta *ha ;m-a to l:e -
wred »g ¢ hrsie for 01""’!""‘"?“’ Toamuniste ~nd Tellm: tre~velers. This was Lo
be ccrpriced nf-front npranicrtione —ish are Jommnist sontrolled -~nd -:hich

could be used as a baais Por dischzrzin~s undesirsbles.

el e - il : el -
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According tomollmod will have to clean its omn
house and ceénnot be guilly of leaving persons named as Communists in the
industry. He is convinced that Congress wants some private group to take
the initiative in discharging Commmists, going tarough the necessary legal
steps to the Suprems Court to establish the legal principles involved.

He personally has conmitted his studio as being willing to go ahead with
this programe In his private opinion, Congress is using the motion picture
industry to awaken public opinicn to the danger of Commmisme

The hearings should be continued, [N =210, mtn what ne

mmism in the motion picture industry as well as in all industries; it should
also go to work on the churches and schools, The latter point is where "the
indoctrination is poirg on and represents the greatest danger."® He estimates
that Paramount Studios have received approximctely one hundred letters from
motion picture fans protasting the employment of Commmists, He does not
lnow the volime of mail the other studios have received on this matter,

but pointed out that Paramount has no cwrrent releases which have been
worked on by persons publicized as Comrunists., He had heard that in

Chapel Hill 6 North Carclina, a trailer was run advertising the forthcoming
attraction, "Song of Love,™ starring Katharine Hepburn, and she was booed
from the audience, persons saying, "She is a Communist; that's one I won't

see. (utside of that, has not heard of any organized public

.reaction. He believes c of individual pictures should be defended

from & charge of containing propaganda, but pointed out that the picture,
"So Well Remembered® in his mind is "a deliberate attempt to build up the

dntagonism of the masses against other classes.® Each picture should be

defended on its merits, but the industry should not permit the public to
get the idea that it is dominated by Communisis or that all pictures
contain propaganda.

Fu of the opinion that the stand of the fatholic Church
on the pi e "rorever Amber®, together with the reaction of the press to
the industry's continuing to tmploy Communists, is having the effect of
negating all the public relations and good will built up by the industry
with the American public; consequently a definite stand must be taken

and acted upon. M"3arney Balaban, President ol Paramount, is wnqualifiedly
behind me as far as my expressions on Commumnists ia the industry are
concerned,® HNick Schenk is "noi nearly as stwrong in his expressions as
Barney on thils matter.® Schenk offered a suggestion to the group in their
New York meeting that it should include a clause in each persmal service
contract to the effect that if auny persm becomes a member of the Conmmnist

-8-




Itiggi, caan-led vliban has expressed hianelf to - .. o
-3 perf anrd vith the Tn-.merfczn Toriittee in its *ffuﬂ.s

CERT thﬂ the ..cql’.lttn shomls mat be sttacked by !511mmood ue“so':-'!_‘lﬁcs .
becsuse of its rmtholil¥’ Tawoomt interds, if it cets the resesssry PR
aroroval of the tste Lecartment, B0 release in its newsraeels "some of .-
the facts on .ussia.® It is Crlerban's idea to show the averican reonle o7
wh-t Scmeunism hes e to tne nssisns in .aarsi+ znd how thev live t'ere
u~der th-t system. Unes not feel thrt rny difficulty vill be
exnerienced in -ettiA® L ie neccss2rr -n-rovsl of the St:te lessrtient. In
diriussins Joncressicntl besrines in <eper:1, he Is of Lhe ovinion that

"the [uthes Ferrin e have snld the ‘mericsn mihliz on corrittee inruiries.® B

. lnfcrq:nt“st:—?eﬁ th-t ns - result of the nestinrs .
in Uew I-rk, the nroducers “prointed = committee comnricec ~f L, 2, l°yer, .

Lere Schory, U °1ter nrer, Sevinrd Camnix 2nd Joe Schenk. This committee
is hezded by _=yer. The reason 2eohrry end 2.17epr vere included,
ascorrins to w~s ot hi= own sur~estion. He had poi-ted out t >t
ZAdie U=nniry, ¢ senj-iin l. “ahane h~s renresented the
procnzare in 1-hep Any nne, -nr thet the new comiittee should h-ve
Mrpm f-gces tn = o the nev ztart,”

In e~ [rric, :n er evnre-ses himself 2s Lein- in T-vor of Lhe
comaittee anc jte purnoses. Lore .cco=ry nnde a ensech to L croup in
Lew ok in rhich he nointed out ti:t he h-0 received zonsiderzhle
unf:y~p=ahle pmhlicity ~s » result of his sttemert before the Uneamerican
Jomittee, and ‘hat ke ttished to reming tha men rresent tr i his speech
had been m-de upon ta zdvice of tle infustry. lle h-d diezussesd thist rlk
and his rem2ri-= had been ~pnroved, ind the ren in the mectin~ 2greed tn=t
this wee tme.

Infer-nt -fr-ﬂ w t-ot Zeherr wil] dn o #20d Job on the
cormittee and Yot noyin: Seharr cpd mnrere setive will eliminete any
possible chzrres of red baltins on the part of liberzls nr leftists in
connection with tna ecomaittee's mwrk, . S P

J=nes _sluinrnets, Txecutive for [etro=inigan=lrrer Jtudics,
person=1ly regrets the fact. that Zeacry 2nd aner veres Snzluded bestuce ne
eccrsidere them skdlled perliaventariens, and srid, "[hey will outm=neuver
the sthers® anc £s 5 result the commdttee vill nreve inerfectu-l.

a?f’z‘-m-sed himegli as cefinitely of the onlirion trat Lhe

Tonse ae shculd continue -3 hesrin-~s and should sxwse Cosmunicts
wherever they mey oe found in m~tion pictures, se well a8 in nther

infustries, oL
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The Producers Committee referred to above is presently meeting
with representatives of the individual guilds in an effort to work out
a standard policy so that the guilds will back up the producers in the
lattert!s attempts to do something positive about Commmism.

_sut.ed that he is *floundering® as %o what the next.
step should be in the producers! efforts to get rid of Compunism. He is
&gainat the farmation of an investigative agency on the part of the
producers and believes it will be of great help if the Comaittee will cone
tirue 1ts heurings into Coomunism, As to what the producers will do in
ruling out and finding out who the Communists are, infarmant said,

] just dun't know how wetll do it.n

Along these lines, the informant feels it will be of great
assistance if the Attorney General will publish &2 complete a list as
possible of known Communist fronts and keep this list current. The industry
then pight be in a position to take action against a person if the
indivicual had belonged to a sufficient number of these front organiza-
tionse However, the informant was most emphatic in stating he did not
feel that the industry should attempt to police the sitvation,
sumnarizing it by st2ting, "Ve don't want to be called a Gestapo.®

He went on that it took a great deal of courage far the management
of XG¥ to suspend Dalton Trumbo and Lester Cole because MUICM has a definite
liability of about § 420,000 on the unexpired terms of these contracts." .
Thether or not Cole and Trumvo will sue, informent did not know, but
in the best of his opinion MGH has a definite liability.

Contrasted with the above,m of the opirimm
that if the industry takes & positive stand iing Communism and its
expulsicn there will be no more hearings. He feels that the Camittee

expects the industry to clean its own house, and that if it does not
do so the Cormittee will resuce hearings.

- .
_- AP tha Aandind e that tha ~ — A ]
Wi LA -3

B N wVia Uy“ 1\JII \J‘Pi\‘l p-&\l Wik

producers should = information bureau" which will exist for the
sole purpose of getting data on organizations before people join, furnishing
a prospectus of the various organizetions, pointing out their backers and
financial contributors, and the actual persons spearhsading the moverent.
Also, persons in the industry should be required to sign a pledge or cath
that they have never been, are not now, and never will ba & member ol the
Commmist Farty. If the industry takes these steps and discharges knom
Communists, informant feels there is no further need for hearings, and while
all the Communists wﬂl not have been routed out, their effectiveness will
be hamperede.

- 10 -
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Informant indicated that he had been in telephanic commmicatian

with srma mam'ha!l AP tha lansa f‘nm"ff‘. and thaé +tha Committen wou

TA WM W AR AL WA -y -k

waiting to see what steps the motion picture industry would take before
it resumed its hearings, if &t all.

Infarmant contdnued that, due to the fact that the industry
"refused to treail the sore wnile it was fesiering, preferring to wait for.
it to break out,” the Un-American Committee has had to take action. He
pointed out that his opinion as to how best to combat Communilst has not
been asked for and his analysis of the "information bureau® is purely a
personal opinion. However, he went on that he is "“very unpopular arourd
here," and the lotion Picture alliance is being blamed for having brought on
the hearings by the Committee. Informant said that he has dane his best to
explain that he has "no inside pipeline to the Thomas Committee,™ but
apparently some influential people in the industry feel that t.he Motion
Picture Alliance goaded the Thomas Committee into acting.

Informant continued that lMendel Silberberg and Kaurice Benjomin
*cave the industry some poor advice, just as if they were dealing with a
fine legal point before the Supreme Court."” These two attorneys did not

wamTlieon Fhad Fhoer wrowe AnnTdmm width Fam awmavina v T L m Aol e don bl ol
4 TQAL 4 LT Ul.l.ﬂv WUTCY WOL O UTGELLLE WL ML TSl G4 VUITU HW-I.J.U Wplddl L VIV bl WIS

advice given to the motion picture producers in the Hew York meetings.

Informant felt that a good publiclty man, such as Steve Harnegan,

“would .have done- a better job than the two lawyers mentioned above. As proof

of his contention that these two men gave bad advice %o the producers,
he pointed cut that "Eriec Johnston had to reverse himself three or four
times. The industry should have had a publicity man and not a lawyer.®

- af a result of the meetings held by the producers, Eric
Johnston made a statement which has received considerable publicity in
the press. "'The ten men clted for contempt by the House Un-imerican
Activities Cammittiee have done a tremendous disservice to the motion

picture industry and to the cause of democracy' Eric Jomnmston said tonighte
'"Wa beliave they have done a tremendous disservice to tha industry which has

e 11 TR . ——

given them so much in material rewards and opportunity to exerciso their
talents, Their refusal to stand up and be counted for whatever they are could
only result in a confusion of the issues before the Committee, ard it did.'®

Bamos md® Slmos meama - B AWmme W la __.r_!
paty mel‘ Ui Ll oao 15'

& 10 NeW larxK
that during one of the recesses Goldwyn told E:ric Johnston Mho
personally intended to hire any of the Communists who were fired and pick

up some good talent and then watch them closely for possible propagancas
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Then the meeting resumed Johnston asked permission to address the group and
gave & brilliant and bitter speech, in which he said: "Gentlemen, I don't
know why you hired me, I dan't need this job. You won't listen to me.
You won't take my advice. You don't mean what you say, and you h&ve no
guts.®” I'rom there on out Jomston criticized the fact that the group would
not make and abide by a decisiom. )

Then he sat down, Sam Goldwyn stood up and said, "Eric, I feel
you were talking to me."™ At this point Joe Schenk said, "Con't mike a
speech, Sam, Sit domn and shut up or get out.® Goldwyn sat down and
the meeting proceeded,

Informant pointed out this incident as one which helped to
clarify the air in the New York sessions.

Ed Gibbons, who is one of the writers of the periodical milert,”
& local anti-Communist publication, volunteered the information that from
a reliable source he has learned that the motion picture producers do
not have & serious intention to make a drive on the Commmists. Gibbors
continued that the producers are discharging the ten reluctant witnesses
in order to assuage the puvlic feeling that they were resentful of the
Motion Picture Alliance and those in other organizations who are triying to
dictate to the industry what its attitude should be in respect to Cammunists.

o lotion Picture Producers Associatiom,
advised on Ttlember 2, 1947, that the motion picture industry was very

unset over the Armerican public'!s reactior to the recent House Committee
hearingses Their feelings, it was felt, were divided among the actual
menbers of the asscciation as to whether or not Communists should be

exposed and "kicked out" st this time, but they were all in agreement

that something must be done to avoid disaster at the box office.

Liore recently, since the industry executives have been having
hearings in Hew York, and following their return to Hollywood, the
dissension within the rarks is beginning to subside. Soma of the issocia-
tion members, particularly Y. Frank Freeman, Vice-Fresident of Paramount
Studios; and Herbert lreston, Counsel for Warner Brothers Studios, et al,
are not sure that Eric Johnston exercised good judgment in selecting a

former Communist as a special assistant. Svecifically, informant identified

" this assistant as Eddie Cheyfitz. Johnston wes accused of embarrassing hin=-

sell and the asscciation before the American public when it became known
that Cheyfits had been associated with the Commmist movement.,

- L -
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The final outcome of the matter was that Joimsta admitted that

ot lmow too much of Chevfitzts hockeroumd at the time he was
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h:Lre:i a.t it was chiefly upon the recommendation of others. -
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Cancerming Freeman's attitude toward Cheyfitz, the former had
openly expressed his opinim in Cheyfitxz's presence that "leopardl
never change their spots.®

Infarmunt did not propbecy the outcome of the current meetings
held by the producers beyond the fact that the industry would follow
through and discharge other individuals who might be accused by the House
Committee of being Communists, as were the so-called "unfriendly 10.®
This action would be taken in spite of the anticipated legal suits which
would be instituted by those discharged.

Informant expressed a wish that the GCovernment uld clarify the

legal posit.i-.:x'x- of c:omunist.a in this country se that the proper steps
could be taken to get rid of them,

Ex-Judge Stephen S. Jackson, according to informant, formerly
handling juvenile matters as a Judge in llew Yorik City, was hired several
months zgo by the Johnston Office and has been working as on assistant to
Joseph I. Preen, hezd of the Censorship and Production Code of the Assocla-

_tians Breen, it was believed, due to ill health, vas going to retire and

at present 1s on an extended leave. Jackson, who was described as a high type
individual, i3 new to the motlon picture industry but is feeling his wy
o‘.utiously and should make a valuable executive in this position, Informant
further described Jackson as & man who was believed to be anti-Commmistic
and ocne to take a legalistic approach to all questicme His position wild

deal 1:1!‘:"!1? with the rnnqn'rqnin and the moral coda of motion nictures

censorsnd code motion picture
presented to the Association by its members and other producers within
the industiry who wish to make this Assoclation services available,

In speaking of Cheyfitz,
I.4.T.5.E., said, ®#] feel he is sincere.

ES a.m POSitive 1n my OFL Mind UWlab
he is doing the right thing. I know he has helped in keeping Johnston
straight,»”

This inforuant went on that Cheyfitz mows the labor picture ard
that he persanally considers Cheyfitz to be strongly anti-Commnistic. He
continued that it is his intention to hire an investigator who will furnish
Cheyfits information concerning possible Communists in the motion picture
industry. This will be along the lines mainly of actors, directors and

-13 - | .
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writers, and aid that "This would be an unofficisal list. They
{the producers) would then quietly attempit to wesd out Communists as their
options came up, with no publicity.®

Informant ia of the opinion that the producers will have to do-
sapething definite concerning Comrunists employed in the industry. Informent
said, "I think they are going to do something; the box office is forcing them.
That's ane language they can understand; even Sam Goldwyn can understand it.»

Cecil B. Deiille, Motion Picture Producer, attended a meeting of
the Motion Picture Producers issociation on December 5, 1947, This meeting
was called for the purpose of acquainting the individual guilds with the
action of the producers concerning Communism in motion pictures and what
they intended to do about its Also, the producers presented to the
representatives of the guilds their thinking concerning the employrert of
Communists in the industrye. This was the pipeline through which the local
guilds would be brought up to date on the actual mecharics of the working
arrangement to he entered intec by the production end of the motion picture
industry concerning Cormmunism.

t thig meetirgs, Malter Thanger took the floor and attacked the
Thomas Cormittee (it will be recalled that Wanger is a member of the Producers
Comittee to enfarce its demands regarding the expulsion of Communista)e
Vanger when making his speech referred to above was interrupted from the

"floor. by -Ceclil Bs-Deliille, who stated he did not feel that this meeting was

the proper place for an individual to attack the Congress of the United
States, Delille told Vanger publicly that if the latter felt that the
Committee should be eriticized he should go to TWashington and make the
complaints to Congress. Cecil Be. Delfille continued that he personally felt
that Mr. Thomas would be very glad to have the benefits of Fanger's observa-
tions, but that a meeting such as this was no place for an individual to
castigate the Congress of the !nited Statass,

Informant said that ‘Wanger made "one very good commeni™ a3 far as
Communism was concerned, saying that it should be throm out of the motion
picture industry, but he also engaged in the debate with Delille referred to
above, so the informant does not know where lfnger actually stands concerning
Commumi =m,

Informant went on that after DeMille hud taken issue with Tanger,
as pointed out above, L. B. Mayer stood up and said, "For the first time in
my life I am forced to disagree with my old friend, Cecil Deltille," icyer
then went on in the meeting saying, "If you could have seen how they
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fprested ne, .,eci.'l.," spoakinp of the Un—mrlm .o-it.tu. ....yur went on teo,

nZer's criticism of the Un-mrac-.a Zomittes 2nd its
: ; the informent said thik, Seorwe Steverws,
who had a % th‘MhﬁTa&‘%»
maneuverinz L. T.° * THED o~'AN¢ & atrtement M‘-ﬁm '

the producera’ aotimd to eXuwinate. S-orousists from the.I ry. Saveas

defend to. EOG u:tent a
nethods of. :

askod, Tire you , khis zotion for cboitulle re for rzt.'rlptiﬂ!!!_-
Yiver replied that’ the of was t.-‘nn for econowd m an TR

- This remark of "aver's cau..ed consternstion, and the Lirectors
wuild, which hed token a posi*ive stand the nirht before, felt that much of
the 70od rhich the Producers lommittes could hooe to do was eutmticell:

millifi~d by [-rer's statenent, Hy

The unions ~resent at this ~eetin- were: Jcreen Lirestors Zuild, ]
Screen Lgtore Cnild, -nd Screen .riters Juild., " after recess was declared e e
thece or¢anizations broke un into repsrete unite to discuss the matter of
cooperatiny with the nroducers and elimin'tine Communists. . certain |
merber of the ‘ctors “uild p2ssec a note to the inf"marrt. on xhich he hed
written, ™ hat nom’V,

“.~lter -n-er tony the floor irr ecistely 2fter I-rer's statenent
refrarred tn snve, =né s%id toat egnonomic -nd na2trictis ressona were nre
and the same; th-t .mericrn motinn nictures are the eaissariez of the l-erican
wey of 1ife, ~pd thot if they are not go0¢ 2nd the oax »ffice Cres not reflect
ansrove] o the mictures trey returs?lz will not be sucsessful anc will not be
eent abrred. Thue, the imerican messare would not. be seen by tre oeoolo
whom it should -rean.h. T

lloviever, in the aninjon nf_‘ razer's #polo~y
Mo-e tnn lzte, O 3 | : :

-ne deorra hza becn Cnneé,

. 4
Zoth Idcie i inrix and ;:u.nr;v Sincher~ attensnted to iollow un znrzer's :-i.‘-v
#a2]lk and trce the stin: aut of w oot [2yer had s=id, but, in- t'"a orinion of :
the infoment 2ad other rerbens nf the Zirectors Ju'l]r with viom he "
di-cu-aod the nutter,.nothin’ _goulo ever be dom to erase th. .inpn_:ssion ;—ﬁ&-- .
he 2, Unver cre~ted, ool et SRR L S
™e entire mrnceld nf this moetiie was » cderire on the pirt of the - o
prodicers to he sure tart ihe ~ulles would suprcrt their pesition in exnel lin= -
ssmmuniste. In the coursa of t-e disc-ssions, Joe Schenl mrde the remarie
from the floor, "I don't hcte thom live Je=cil Jelli'e hete= them, but .

I éon't 1like Gmm‘lsts. Informsnt goid that Zel'ille im~cecistely cot
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to his feet and challenged Schenk's statement, saying that it was impossible
not to adopt a positive stand; that it simply boiled domn to whether or not

a man was for america or against it, and that there is no middle grownd.

AS a revmilt of this meeting it was agreed to form & Committee, -
each gulld to be represented by two membera who would repart back to their
own guild the Jjoint actions taken by the group. In this wammer each gulild-
would be kept informed at all times as to steps taken by the producers -
in controlling Commmism and expelling its adherents.

In speaking of the meeting referred to above, wherein the rroducers
met with representatives of their variocus guilda,mfurnished
the following report which had been dramm up by an Inlorman 0 attended

the meeting:

"] was appalled at the lack of honest attempt to get rid of the Communists.
Felt it opened everyone's eyes to the producers' attitude, so short
sighted, Aictors! group had been in the mood to take it on the chin if
need be for a while until the Guild had been c¢leaned up=-but with the
producers' libersl stand, everything the right group on the ictorsts
Board had accomplished has been undonee There is a strong leftist group
on the Actors'! Board so the other side has full representation at every
reeting, to keep them under control-—they openly say they are out to
create chaos and hinder everyone--They have no particular quarrel with
the others on_the Board-—-their job is to object and keep any actiom
from being takene

"Dore Sh ‘has not turmed over a new leave; he is in bad with the bankers
and difectors of RKO and is trying to pacify them and yet keep faith with

hie T4 harale__haldavea Chawe wanlAd ra_smnlsary tha man im 28 minnta 4 ha
A0 ALCRTRLS==0Vii0vE wal'y WOl Jo=ctliPaly WwiS L&l 4o « DALUve a2 4G

could do so. [ig relief o everyone!s part when Delfille straightened

out what McCarey wanted to say, Big lesson to learn from his method;
Don't argue but listen and then get up and clearly make your stande I
felt the whole meeting last night would have dissolved into the producerst
hinds if Delfille hadn't beén there.

ranger came out more in the open than usual last night. He is a bad e,

"Before DeMills arrived Wanger and the crowd were tearing at the Thowss
Commi ttee.

*I think )cyer as Chairman for the producers a very bad choice—no me to
balance his actions. Can't the Jolmston office put some better men on the
committee, They had to do it in the Actors' Cuild to overbalance leftists,

- 16 -
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®Harry Cobn could not go last nicht and asked later how it went., He was °
told that four hero, )r, Celille' came in at the crucial moment, Cohn said,
'He always does, C. B. alwvays crashes throvgh when you need him,?

"pA distinct fealing of the leftista feéling they were not as whipped
as they thought they were the night befors by both the Directorat
and Actors' Guild."

On January 2, 1948, “m speaking of the lack of
action on the part of the Producer g anything about Commmism said,
NTP dhav wantad +a Ao scmadbhins bha Pyere P ] Na wmbbhaw stadted thad oo

Thde WITY WalVEW LU LIV SUINE WLLIIE UIUJ LUl e 0 4l Wi Sva by uWia uB

felt no action would be taken until Eric Johnston got here on Januwary 7,
1948. The purpose of Johnston's trip is to follow through on the action
taken in New York when the Producers stated they would not employ Commuaists.
Informart is of the opinion that the men formulating the policies have

"lo depths of sincerity" in their effort to really do scmething about
Communists. Informant did say, however, that Yarrer Brothers "are
attempting to do something in their flamboyant way® as far as getting rid

of Comnmists is concerned, but he was personally discouraged because of
the faect that John Prmw-'l'l a diractor. had baen simed to a contranct

L L] UM’ -— W el W WS ’ U‘& T el - wreli i WA WA W
at RKQ.

Informant personally called Eric Johnstan and told him of
RKO's action in employing Cromwell, stating that he considered it a gross

“error-and that it.caused him to questiom the sincerity of the management

at RKO. Jahnston had not heard of this action and promised to look into
i-t. - *

Informant is personally doubiful that any action will be taken
unless it is forced on the industry by the un-imerican Affairs Committee.
Ee said ™much cs I hate to see it, they must continue in this industry
until they have turned up all of them.," This will resuvlt in box-office
pressure which will in turn force the heads of the studios to take .
definite action. Until that time, nothing will be done. Informant can~
tinued that Joe Schenck and Tarryl Zanuck are not worried in the least about
Communism in the industry. Informant reiterated on several occasions his
sincere belief and hope that the Thomas Comrittee would continue its hear-
ings and continue to0 keep the American public arouvsed even though this
meant that the motion picture industry would be the ™whipping boy™

in the process of exposing Comrunism in the United Statese

This informant continued that the major producers are reguested
by cg_rtain attorneys who meet regularly to discuss basic broad problems

- 17 -
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- viewing these filas in the Paramount theatres in Chicago are Jewish and

—— T il

affeet.ihg the rotion picture industry part.icularly those which have some
legal aspect. RED and Colwbia are represented by Hendel Sllberberg.
Republic, K@{, Sam Goldwyn and Universal studios are all represented by =
the firm Loeb and Loeb, whose man Laurice Benjamin handles studlos
exclusively. ‘Rrner Brot.hors are represented by Herb Freston of the firm.
Freston Files, while 20th Century-Fox is represented by Al Wright.
Consequently Silberberg, Benjamin, Freston, and Mright act as a legal
coardinating committee for the major producers, They meet regularly to
handle the problems of the industry,

_ Executive, ¥CM, in discussing Silberberg states

R e
that the man wields a tremendous influence among the producers and further
that Silberberg does not seem too concerned about Commwism in the industry.

Informant went on that recently when the American lLeglon desired
to award Americanizsation Medals to the "willing™ witnesses who went to
Tashington, Silberberg attempted to dissuade the Legion from making the avards,

“sﬁ practically the same thing in discussing
the Lawyer's Committee and its influence on the producers themselves saying
that the lack of a positive approach to Comrmunism on Gilverberg's part
hamners the Infarmants efforts to get something definite done within the

industry, He stated emphatically that Silberberg is not a Cormuwist nor
is he in sympathy with it but rather seems to feel that the problem should

-be left alone and not brought into the open with its attendant controversies.

—cmtinued faying that he personally is of the opinlon that
the actions of Silberberg are influenced somewhat because of the fact that the

latter is Jewishe Informant said ®"you Just can't get away from the Jewish
question, In my opinion 9G% of the Jewish people are not actively fighting
Communism.™ He said thot Barney Balaban, President of Paramount, is an
outstanding exception to the above in that Balabun is actively and
vigorously fighting Communism within the industry msking no compliances

or equivocations in any conferences held to deal with Cosmunisme

Continuing, sajd that in his oninion "Gentlemen's Agreement®
and "Crossfire,® two curren® motion pictures dealing with the problem of

anti-Senitism, "won't do well in the small toms.* John Balaban who heads
the Parasmount circuit in r‘!h'lr.s;crn’ Mlinoins reported that RM of the natrons

a vu-

Balaban sald that they are (the pictures) "reacting wnfavurably to the Jews.®

One of the basic problems affectinc the picture industry today is
the British tax and in discussing i id that there are
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two reasons for a desire on the part of the British Government to keep
American films out of the English market. The first one is the fact that the
country is oo an austerity program at the preseat time and the government
does not want to show American films with the lururious standard of living
generally portrayed therein to the British people at the present time. In-
the second place, Sir Staford Cripps, whom the informant characterized as .
®far to the left," wants to keep imerican films out of the British market
for political reasons. This will erable the British film industry to make
its omn pictures inserting Communist propaganda in these pictures,

Informant said that naturally the English-speaking film reaches
the greatest auwdience and that the Commmists within the British film
industry are hopeful of substituting their productions with the attendant
messages and propiganda e pmerican productiona. To substantliate
this line of reasming,%said that LGM had offered to
leave the profits from 1 11rs cnglard, transferring its major
production efforts to that country and paying the production costs out of
blocked British funds while releasing finished films in the United States.
This was turned down by the British government although it would natwrally
have resulted in large payrolls for production personnel among the British
people themselves. This leads the informart to believe that the political
factor is largely the cause of the bas on american films in Britaine

mas reversed his pogsition since his prior repart
in this ca iling now that "the hearings in Washington mmst ccntinue®
if the motion picture industry is to rid itself of Coammunists, He is

convinced at this point that no further positive action will be taken
by the producers in combating Comminism.

—ﬂid that Eric Jchnston is pressntly in Los Angeles

and that Exrougﬂ E‘s e!!a; the producers are attempting to form a
committee made up of themselves and the talent and craft guilds which vill
function to handle problems affecting the industry other than labor. This
committee is in the formative stage and will be a labor management group
which wlll desl, amang other things, with Commmism in the industry. Ais an
example of one problem this committee will discuss is the soroducers and
suits in excess of three million dollars facing them brought by the
discharged Commmists, This is a small portion of the total sum which ias
over one hundred million dollars presently nending in suite against the

- producerse This infarmant is personally very discouraged about the lack of
action taken by the Carmittee selected to combat Coommism. He said, "Mzyer

wan't do anything more, they seem to feel that now their job is done since
the five have been discharged.®
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ViII. HEW7 YORK RARIFICATIONS OF THe MOTION PICTURE IYBUSTRI
(Octover 2, 1947 to Fcbruary 5, 1948)

Production and Finance

. ;-
Arency, a large actors agency, ] a a owWwners

,,,,, 12 ip of the studios is !
centered in New York. All studios of any major irportance maintain New York

offices where finaneing arrangements are handled. Also the distribution of
the finished production is handled from New York City with branch offices
maintained in 1arger cities throubhouu the country. In his opinicn, the main
influence that New York could have upon production, which is centered entirely
in Hollywood, would be in giving decisions concerning large excenditures. For
example, he pointed out that if Gl contemplated the erection of a set costing
$50,000 to £100,0C0.00, L. B. Mayer wight contact New York officials of NGYU

to get their reaction to this single item. Otherwise, New York woulé not
velunteer or inject itself into the actual production of a picture. New York
might be consulted in the purcuase of a play or book, the price of which would
require ccosultation with the haads of the corporation, but generzlly speaking,
other than ti.ese decisions affectlng bread pOllCLGS, the Kew York offices do
not have any influetce on the production of any picture.

_— said that
"normally, they go along with producticn,®

Nevermber 12, 1

o s Lurnisi ollow.ng UTEALloN:

wall Streey, MNew
York Clity. egal matlters de 2 L

e
'I'rah“ cus HG" 1 }-ﬂr\ﬂ indﬂmnt‘nnt pr\Aucsrs. M‘ic||1 ar emr\}n

motion piciures by

e 12 nlarad .
Si5 13 placsea On

loan agreements between these independent producers and the above trust company
by This being primarily his responsibility.

It was learned that anong the \ NN 1: rte e 1n this

case there werc such well known independent producers as Hunt Stromberg, James
Cagney, David Selznick, et al.

mscribed himself as a former issistant United States
torney uring the late twenties

.A-t ALl Al g --id h-‘i-‘ wg. "1%1‘?’ w Chm“ aiav
tactics'tmmered any attempts by any of his clients or others
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to inject or attempt to inject any Communistic influence in financial
dealings. A review of the scripts involved is a part of job,

although his purpose for reviewing scripts is primarily legal, and the .
final approval is had by the New York Office of the
In making the above statement _nok into conside @ 1naiTect

approaches and methods of infiuence utilized by Communist groups aod iront
organizations, He felt that so far as his knowledge was concerned,
Cormunist influence had not been felt in the financial end of t.hi motion

picture productions handled by the could not
state definitely whether or not nced any stage
plays in the New York area or not. 3 opinion that they
did not. Informant has agreed to be more alert in the future and will advise
tlis office cf anything wnich comes to his attention which might have a
bearing on the subject matter heretofore discussed.

Pupon
November 7, and Noverber 8, 19L7 advised as follows:

remaried that he had recently testified btefore the House Un-

American es Cormittee hearing in Washington, D. C. concerning Communist

infiltration in certain motion pictures. He also relited he had furnished

information to the California Stute Committee on Un-American Activities

headed by Senator Jack Teuney. said that he had recently been
W

fired ‘h-\r For what he believed was not conforming to the

Commmuni st y line. He said that ths reason given him for being fired
by_~ publisher of qﬂs not in so many words that he was
not fcllowing the line, but the letler terminating his eaployment made it

very plain that —works might azain be acceptabla if he changed his
writing tactics.

(ne of the articles published by apparently
was not approved by the publisher was entitls
which dealt with Cownunist influence in several motion plctures.

- cently did an art:.cl Cecll R, e, well known motion
-picture prcducer, wi His most recent
.article sulmitted t.o dealt a rev of Charlie

Chaplin's current pictur erdoux¥, but it was rejlected.
vas cTritical of Chaplin and his Comrunistic leaninis in this review amd he

P =1

believes the submission of this material to stened termination
of his contract with them, as he was fired shortly aftermards and approxirately
a week before he testified in Washington, D. C. before the House Committes,

- -2-
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aid that he h-d done cﬂ-\siderable rese"rch on the Communist,

inflye - Jok. Terk 2:1.1-:331 iad touched unop this .. ..

" suhlech o ; ) cton, L 7.8 woe um-:# e
the Los .rreled nila “-‘.‘i"“_'é_‘—yﬁ."{-%ﬁ:i e:-‘-:-.L,-‘:-.— FIth tnes: reviews whidh rIATHERS
mnde awsilsdle to %he em‘" ”tv- nr‘f ff‘co in reonrt Sevm. L&

o .
: antl that hl— - Zrs on nce.vod some definltc in- '
formati at the mublishers of iere fzvnrahe tn the S

Zomeunist Porty chrusze. Thia evidence was in
by the editor of n which it was suzzested thr t- arite
an article eriti« ‘A release of the old victure "The Iirth ol a istion,”
preduced b B, 7, "Fif’ith vhich de=1t vit: the rize =i the l1u Nux Tlon

in the Zouth fallewin - t!.r- meric-n 2ivil "rr. It wes wertioned in tiis letter
that, the reruert Sor critiedcn of +hiv nmichime nef come Girest from 4Y.o -diter
of the .21ly ~rker in dew Inrk Jity,

e form of = letter sent to him

Joncernin~ Jn.manist influence ir the ®nancior erd ~p-cueip: of
m~tion nictures, .7t t~at ticre ': 4 oeen no dipmel =-nrozch by
the Jommricts tienrelver ~» &ndr freants into the Lield of fipancinz
nictures. [e d'¢ fee]l, h~.ever, Lot thr armro:ch, aith-ah 21 rect,
Sl ween very fiteekiva s dh £V 3m e cmapps LarinT tor oot filbeen
ve res the o 1_~ nnt ~be Y5 ‘_' € ‘*r-aj AT f‘-?."-'lr'l the thastric 1 - ndé ]'if_r:w—!-;'

frea

fietde Jin mege emhoin Ar o mnet e yery nanalips tact fa wes
¥ e Y M LA 1 A st . LTy
ai cameri Fin Al b irie PRSI S ST IR T Y T S {-:r:- Y '---_egf..‘-.-w « - rinn? ')an

vhrich ware -cie-ted frecuertl: in » humerous 'nr‘ var: Pnhrt,am*r"' ATPTaT,
Thece nevels Sni nkats “epa then »maduzed on ipnacery, in me~% instances

by i*xc.lv:'.r-u=1= come ¢f -hrm tere na doubt Favaorble 1'\ the wowunist cruse,
Lfhor there pl: zr esunre sugcessful, nd dn rony inctrees brav dig, e
motion nicture e mranice rapshesad then “nfl subseuently oro-. wced Yrcm.
Jre-uentl the metisn rictire peotuctions of tieze nl' 'S were Jinnncad Ty
+te lrpre fiponai-1 inctitutes of .ew Tnw Jit; and Los .n-eles. Thusg,
treac o-dt~tistia fhrbiditae 5ot 17 indirentl s finnnced arocustions

whizsh wepe ces! ned, in arct ot lerst, to ™iother Loe Jowrund ~h comse,

«zi¢ thut aside frou the outr®zut Snwrunistic profucers like
ilrisn Seott, »% 71, t'.cpre = r-e'r n-oher of mtion picture nrmiuzers rtho, . ﬁg.

thourn circuwsrect in Y _if rovoation Af Japuniem, noule vive toem cid e
znd somfert, "ne orocuced njc*ureq vhizh, in his opinion, conteined »n

inipeat Jorminiet mesen-e or attcarted i--\ telitrle tha npaca-t formy Af
snvernment in this ecuntry. Le mentioner -n-.-‘.:ni‘i‘-a 2y s oo v es ol this

t7~e ~f neaducer serry “ald anc Jincent Sherman on the “srmer Sros, 1%,

~lthou-k le Wmev of e uen Lory ¢hnnactinne vhich ths motion nicture -
fninet ry h-d 1~ thi= lstte= respoct.

- .
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T2lent ..

' identified in the orevious section, seic that the A
real tis-In between Ier York and lollvwnod wes very evident ia the fiald of _ .- ﬁa-gg‘
t2lent. For the ourposes of ciscussion, +1d tzlent included = - LT
actors, actresses, seript writers, direc¥o aders, ant acencies dealinr
with same,  The lew Tork Jity field in &1l of the above, accordins to Informment, - -

was complete-y,sened ap and contrrlled by Jommunistie crouos and red been : o
for 2 number of vesrs, The set-up starts with the Zommunistic writer who ‘
publisies eitner a novel or writes a script for a play. The re~ders, who

. 1 have been infiltrsted by Jommunists, make recomiendsations of nlavs or
scripts, vhich are 2lwsys favorzble to their cavse, which in turn are produced.

The Coumurists hrve controlled the youn: actors, retresses -nd
directsrs in lev Jork for 2 nuiber nf vaars by controllin~ the talent
schools v:hich spruns up durine the WPA days »nd, ironically, were finsnced
by taxparers money. These nlays, ag entioned before, hecome successful
and are renroduced in iin1):mnod as nictures,

e

LY L

The actors, actresses, snd directnre, sfter thev have been sromed in
the leesl theatrical Tield where ther are onessiblry subjected tc anc bombarded
¥ith Communism, 7re then meved fhreut the vorious terlent atencies, ni=o

Zoswnizt infiltrotec, to the lLcllornd scune vhiare Yher furt-epr szery on
for the cause of Joemunieain ot every ononctunity, pertionl-rlv “uraid s‘hlng-
finaneirl =id tkpnursh the various front nrixnizztions.

-

- = . - o= ] ‘
It was rointed out b;’—t-*'!t a very larze percentaze of the
yoqno nlagrers, writers, snd direct re heve r-dusted from this .ew York
"get~up” =nc sre elt'rr Sommunists Tor 11 precticnl nurcnses op actuzlly

are card-cx=rrvine members. DIroof of the latter -cm_d was lacving
g0 fap == nev'%n'*l mryledre wos concerned. 1

Srecific ex- anles ni or:cu-tes o7 tie 'ew I-r¥ rchon]l ware Larry
Par-g, actor, "né Lom o oneen@ter, Lircehor @nd oachor,

annrexisztely 2 vear 520 the Tommunist -roup in llew Uork deciced that =

v llnllywnnd should be 8 clnsetrehé" for Jommunism =nd sent two individurls to Los
» in»alas for the nurmose of - 2winz it £ glosed chop, lersers selected to corry “_
. cut. this phese vere lloss Lert nnd _rbert Thergoed. Theea incividu-ls were t‘!‘
believed to lave brth vent out of the lommunist Iarty Lut vere rpecbobly 3
eelected for thie prrnose becanse of tast very recson, therefcre, lencinc. - A
rir of res-ectsbility teo their ende=vor. .bout tihe time lsrt snd Sherwcod i
arrived certain Jon -ressionsal 2nd lacel incuiries were ixein; .a=de reanrding 3
ia
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Itmumummmt.mmuyvm. ulubt!ﬂ-herlz,
- 1947, under & New Yorx dateline of November 11, 1947, disclosed that Moss
. Hart had recently been elscted as President of the Dramatist Culld. :

The talent agencles were definitely being used as a link in this -4
Commumist conspiracy. id that William iorris, Jr., Head of the .
Willias Zorris Agency 1ifi | ork, was a "cocktail pink® and hired e ﬁ

individuals who wure elither Communists or furthered their cause. A

person specifically meationed was John Weber, assizned to the Beverly Hills 3"’:
Office of the Williaz MWortmis A AZRDCY » who was seot out to Eﬁ}.qw‘_i‘nfﬁ for ‘6};‘-‘ ;-f v‘é
spscific purpose of chamnaling talent into the motion picture fields who T s
wore sither Communistes or favorable to their cause. Weber'’s true name was '

belleved to be Isador Weinstein. = E

) mnovea that all of the large agencies dealing in talent
in Yew Yo and Hollywood have been so infiltrated that it appears

much easier for a person with Coummunistic leanings to obtain contracts

within the theatrical or motion picture industry than a persoa of non-

Canmtnistie leaning. was unable to furnish the numes of specific
individusls but felt that a little inquiry would establish hia belief as
Tact.

The reviewing and critic field has not been overlooked by the L
Commumista. It is very lmportant that plays and pictures showing the Com- -
aunist cause eive favorable comnents. Critics of Commmism have not lasted
very long. gave as a concretc exanple, himolr.

oned ¥pecifioally one Irving Eaflasn, columnist-typs of ~wop
. eritic who BES given various plays and plctures whioh elt had beem =
" . influsnced by Communists, a good "send off.® Hqlfman was bed as a .
: meaber of the FProyressive Citizens of imerica and was undoubtedly well e
knomn in the New York area. Hoffman writes a column which is pablished -
in ths Hollywood reporter entitled "The Tyles of Hoffwan.® Int-h.‘l.leo].uln., i
Communlsts, Conmnlst-influsnced plays, pietures and utim, both actors - ' a?’}
and musdcians, are frequently plugged. Hoffman allegedly showed his true .'
colors recently when he upheld the Cammintathckmth.m To-Amerionn -
lctivitclu Cammitiee hoarj.ng in ’luhinzbon, D. c.
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Jegardin: screen nerssines or 'o-celled ta': magazines,
there was ngk f00 mich eyidence of Scomunit influenge; thet
- cerl larvely with ug vRé@i wrecstiti b dnn blegwwnikies af
artists in the mmtiony, ) incustre, and amon= writere thend ‘peniness
are tlogsified "suln®an: v ascordisig ta Informat, PiBtonlay Mecasing, -
nceasionslly mura an editori=1 vhich some¥1-#¥ toushas on, 2nd 1 fovanchle~ S
to Communism. Cowwnistd twve, hovever, nade & wore definite.-sttemnt to - "4--1‘ -
influence the readers of the so-ca:l.led "3 Glicks™ =eagines such as S-turdsy

Cvenine Iost, Jcllier's, iL-dies! ome Jrurm~l, Cstuire, ete. -

, In ciecussinr- t™e recruitin- of rnex tslent ‘n the motion nicture o
indnstry, wnointed cut t-at "z t-~lented ~ersen can zwe to lolly- i
wenc core 2osily Crom llew In~Y% Lwro Trom Los Jnveles, Tolent ¥n Jellvennd is b
held cher~ly 'na Ticktlw,® (e went on to = st itne Zroun Jhectre fn . . 1;;
wew Iork is = rezrnitir> 7round for tclent and said that ilarold J'ur an S .Y

and John Garfield buoth ori~inzted from this source,

in discussinr the nurchase ef nlays and stories for possible »ro-
ducti on,”said thzt lzree 2rencies sush zs his covar the ricld as
far 29 ia DALY nnesible of =211 new g2 -ngine shrries, books, -nd nlays
viich mi-at Yanc then slves to meotion nickure c-aduystion. e catA t ot in
hie cpinjon sewe of Y tlin a Jlifferd Ldet= has done Mtoule 711 D104 en
ite fuce" if :mmne =tiewmted to wo're it irnte = nisture bhezauce it :2 no
comprercinl value., The box offizc reulntes »aat is nurchosad for nro.oiction
s1d any mataeri~) wnt:h is tsi-ted tno strently with sp-ns<unda wanld not be
made into »“nictufe ih spite of =n7 ruccess it misht have ~ed on the Zew
York stare, - ‘

e -

oninion *% A p SnLed nean rﬂse to st'-rdnm or .

ik

nrﬂmirenco in m~tinn -)" ctries hpcn 15e trew cidn'* nsve the ~roper v'ew ~olat," 5
_er)e.Hn'_' nf Joamrist ermnathies. In his anininn the ~rocess by whizh ~oune - —
s¢%nrs 2nd actresses are indnctrin~ted in Jlex Yory with Jommunism would be
ant.reme‘_: interestir+, = vernt on tc Fay thot wounzt t=2lented nevsons in the

llem Iork area are i- .*luenced byesnch nersors as. Crederic lageh, whn nrefers; .. -
to snend his time on the staze In Lew Jork r-ther tiwn in . d1lywood in motiom - T
nicturu. 4 merson like rrch esrries a freat deel of influence and weirat, :
. a8 the crosr=as ané ohil nann-ies persors aoﬁ as he exorund cannot aelo but a?

uence younz minds sccorcine to Whet charesterized 2 _
j';?hcl;so theit.rc mvwe-’rts in uew Inrk ave big napes® are rble to influenes o
voun? talent and meny of them »re 1ndoch-irnm% is am oample of this .. "<
t.yne of ~erson ha vointed nut lcne Sally, Ire-~ry Deck, Jom larfield, and ) .
Unvard Calilva. vent on to say thot in his opinion lalilva is an

-

. . *
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organimrorth. Gmmthrt;. Inhhopinionththoa;heﬂotl;d.ctm_
orphrilaeiﬁzthlﬁrmumampoophmdcsiﬂtogeta.haada.nd

who are ouuyinnmcod, bocau syupat.hotic t.o the t.h:Lnnng of the person -
thayuhir.andm S . R

Along these lines it is oboemd in the recent heiring held in

Washington, D. C. that "none of the younger actors or actresses are fighting
Communism. Those who were, with the exception of Ronald Reagan, are people

1 who ten years from now will not be ip pictures.® He said that while tnis does
not mean that all or even a majority of the younger talent in Hollywood is in
sympathy with Communism, nevertheless the control exerted by Commumists and
fellow travelers is so intense that these people do not dare to take a stand
for fear it will hurt their career, whereas other=liks Robert Montgomsry and
Robert Taylor are ao well established that thelr careers cannot be injured or
‘hampered by others, 3

xpressed himself as extremely concerned and worried over this
fact and went on to say that from sources of his own, which he deems reliable, -
- he has ascertained that Gene Eelly is a member of the Party and has a card. .
Kelly is an example of a young actor who is on his way up. MGM is raising
him to stardom and has at least one unrelsased major picture featuring Kelly
in 1ts inventory.

- . Continuing, said that those people in New York who are active in
the theater movement are Commnists "have the ability to make stars.
They start an org ovement to get behind their owm people.” Another
contributing fact::“called the "racial angle". He said that a consider-
able amount of influential persons are of Jewish extraction and they will
occasionally promote a person of the same race, thus facilitating that _
individuals rights in the theater and subsequently in Hollywcod. : )

: As an le of a young actor who has been through the New York-to-
Hollywood process, pointgd to the career of Hume Cronyn who cames from .
rk and is now in the Actors Laboratory. This organisation, which ¥
aconsiders %o be Communist daminated, trains young persons faor the

tion picture industry in Hollywood.

smriud his view point by saying, "You will have to stop i
n of young actors and writers-~they are show tusinees.® : i

Mﬁw presently resides in Hollywood, was a member of the
Young in New York and a younz stage actress there. She said =
that her experisnce in New York began in the year 1936 through 1542, As a young . -

the ind

-
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2ctress ste 2li-red herself with the i othnrhood Pl'yhmae and t‘i dew - a
The:tre Lessge. =-ach diematic zehool in Lew Tork had a cell of the Jou

Concunist L&T7ul widil ofillited thiva ™ Yhe wridil Lihve i-einsh -2 r sl
Fascism. 3he rec 1166 %€ Yserl Liebmmn wms a neid ™ty apeesiser and.
he "=+ since adogted tlhe rmiwe [oul Lznme 7 ,iig . '-3’;‘,;‘? e

: qrmﬁiﬁ her nwn emrieno-s au‘ﬁ?-_thqt i the sumser nf" .
1935 sha i 2 Jo8in Lyrasm 'sndm-’ mhich wse a tha-tap oroun ""‘“&ti!}g
wh-t is sooken of in the liew Iork esres as the "2orstch "*rcuit." The i
group ocparetad out nf a arrt Af sumrer crmn »nd & verson Named lartin 3lown i ,

1ad p moveneat Aam:n? the sctors a0 patresces to on nn strike so thet the -
waiters omlaves 3t the rnomn could be unionized. The camo m’mcemnt trak

the oasiti Lod 4 s s atbaae mmial1d Lo i fmmlaad Slecer smeaY [ R T .
W UL LU"‘I I- T R L T T MREET AALU T U UL AT LT m;v L re rE'j‘l L
uninn woeiters, thus throvins tresn colleve hors, wha vere emplnve mly [or .

the sumer, out of a job., all the younr act~rs and actresces in the sroun
became interselr emntion~1l ~ver this rropoeed discharze f tiracq Doys,
Secret neetin-c were held 2t a cabin in the woods with a sertry noqteﬁ out=
side thus s» e?li"l* to the dramatis serse of the v-un~ *clors =nd sciresses
ané s~rvin-: in this me-ner tn indaetrinste meny of thex vith Joryunistie
dectrines. Th=wmzh Ilorn she ~nt into the lei7hborhood Flayhouse »n a
gsgmnlrehin Lhich wos arrnred o l.orris Jornovsky. rom trere she went to
the Jroun Thestre, 1t v £ here ste ~eh Jokn Z=arfield 21325 gnles sarficld.
While 2t the (7 -vhouse she perrae n ocermer Af the Toune Corgunien Le=ve,
She recslled th-t or ~pe instznce nembers of the Ilayhouee decided to imarch
in a 'av L2y Trrrde in lem York 2and it set off sn intense dismute, ~nich
finally* reSulted 4 a splintzr faction seizint the panner of the rroun and
marchin® in the narsde. It subsetuently cevelooed the=t Ldcie l'lrien led

2 "ermup wirich *ere the nsnn~er do:n. .11 this was pointed out by the Informant
as 2 ~ethod in ¥inich the drznatic sence of the youn? neonle wes nlaxnd unon

and how they beceme in s;mpathy with the <ormunist aims.

In grwtkins of "re, John lnrfield, Infmr-n‘: eaig the=t she h~z kndwm
“eherts Corfield intimately far verve and, in her orinton, _re. larfield Tis
the nower Lebino John," 80 [rr 23 JouT uni*w i« e~ncerned.

—

te »oune reo; ,le it was her observ tim -
1 bat, £ atir mebt “de relcrm s id.
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_arbin uloan vxg = lose fricd o' tne Jarficlds whe nnnt jneone and
fin-1lly »illed hiinsell becau e of sormuni=t influence. Infor™ ut rec- 1.12131r that
31o7n was a talented nuo-eteer =nc w»s. soine to Jussis Lo =noe2r thare. les -
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had his passport and necessary clearances when, on the polnt of lsaving,

a ruling came from Russia saying he would not be permitted to lsave. This
was due to the fact that some of his puppets portrayed Bl1ll Robinson, a
negro, and Sloan wus accused of chauvinism. Because of this he went insang

and later killed himself, presumably because of the fact that he could have
committed such an ofi‘en.so.

The young actors held meetings twice a week, one, having to do with
dialectics and planning, and one for rehearsals.

All the Young Communist Leagus members were impressed with the fact
that they must be perfect in their lines, since a Communist must be looked

up to and thus they were rigidly rehearsed and given excellent schooling .
in the matter of dramatics.

Along these lines, Informant pointed out that Howard Da3ilva, re-

fnv-‘huf! +ﬂ .I'hﬂ‘l'ﬂ 1)"‘&4“'&1" +hn Dnna nﬁnn NMramnandd and S1TRAOT ASTh™

- AP +ha Cwusaes

Theatre, and at that time DaSilva was a paid organizer in the New Theatre
League in Chicago. In the Informant's opinion, one reason why people in the
theater become Communists and fellow travelers is due to the fact that Russia
has such people on the state payroll offering them security. This appeals
strongly to people in the acting profession and consequently the party organi-
zaticn, as far as the theater is concermed, parallels the Russian set~up. lany
of the young people are opportunitsts and they follow the lead as it is set down
by people they respect and admire and hope to use in furthering their careers.

Following the Russian pattern the New Theatre league was formed to
eztablish theatre units in every major city in the United States. This is
patterned on the National Theatre as it exists in Russia, and Howard DaSilva
represented the Chicago effort alony these lines,

In the Infermant's time, many young people joined‘ the ismerlcan Peace
Mobilization in order to keep out of war. The draft was coming up and many
actors were terrified of the prospects of ha.ving to serve in the armed forces.

Inforaant recalled t.hat Art Smith was "political mentor® of the group
and when any of them had any questions or any doubts arose in their minds they
.were told to "talk if over with Art Smith". Smith explained all their

" questions and indoctrinated them with Communism.

-

There was a grouwp called the Theatre Collectives which was established
for young fellow travellers and they graduated into the Theatre of Action,
which was for Conmunist Party members only. An intensive screening process
took place before a person was inducted into the Theatre of Action. They -
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were told that once they uwade the grade they would have financial security
and the Farty would giva them support. -

The Actors Laboratory in llollywood has many members on its staff
from the Heighborhood Playhouse in MNew Yorit. Infor.dat considers it viciocus
that the Actors laboratory has qualified itself with the Veterans idainis-—
tratlon and is securing funds fram GIs while they attend this school and
become imloctrinated with Cammnism. Which of the New York theatre groups
are so qualified, the Inforzant did not inmow.

Informant continually pointed out that the young peopl: are opportunists |

and mnany found their way {row the Theatre Collectives into the Theatre of

Action, thus vecaaing Coznunist Party mesbers while endeavoring to further
their own carzers.

Inforzant's teacher at the Neighborhood Playhouse was *ary Torscia,
who introduced the Inforwnt to Liebunann, mentioned above. Informant recalled
that another group, the Theatre Union, was closely associated witi the eiforts
to recruit the Atraham Lincoln Frizade and the union existed mainly to provide

a 3 Ve L5 3 2 = . res £ FY
dranatic siits for ;lidison Square Gurden rallys. Another school of tha same

type mas the Jew Thealre League school which existed mainly to send actors
out to put on sxits before union groups. Two products of this school are
Constance Dowling and Elia {azan aka Gadge Kazan. Another product of this
School.was- Shephard Traube who 1s now employed at RKO Studios in Hollywood.
He 1s a writer and a producer and did "angel Street.® Informant did not

know the identity of the actual persons who, in New York and Hoilywood,
developed, promoted, and raised to stardom tlose persons wio, as youngsters,
were taken through the various steps finally becoming full-fledged Communists.
She gave as an exanple, Joe Pevney wio was a director in the Mew Theatre
league School and is now prominent in motion plctures as an actor.

LYY

Inforaant recalled that Richard (Nick) Conte was a waiter in ona of
their summer camps who later became an actor. His mentor was Sanford

Meisner who induced Pevney to cast Conte in a part in a New York production.
finally beconing
* proanlnen rs e s now in Hollysood recslving

- prominent parts in pictures.

Inforuwant said that the recent statement of Frances Farmer's vother
to the Fress to the effect that Frances Farmer was morally ruined by
Communists is trus. Inforuant stated she knew Frances and her husband
Leif Erickson intimately and they were "clsan Amsrican kids when they caine
to New York," and Frances' moral decline was directly attributable to the
influence of Communists in control of the theatre projects in New York.
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In speaking of morals, Informant sms emphatic in saying that a Compunist
must lead a moral life as far a3 homo-sexuality is concerned and that no ~
trace of hamo-sexuality should exist or a person would not be taken into the
Farty.

Sanford Yeisner, mentioned above, was extremely disappointed because
hs could not get into the Party, and it wus for this reason that he was refused.

The example of Hume Cronyn was cited. He is of a very wealthy New
England fawlly and in his eoffort to get to the top in New York and in Hollywood

he associated with Comnuniste and while the Informant is not of the opinion

that he is a party member, he has had to be active with these persons and

is now one of the most prominsnt persons in the Actors laboratory in Holly-
'!rOOd.

Persons from Hew York who are active in bringing these young persons
into the Hoilywood scene are Robert Rossen, Dore Schary and Mike Rlankfort.
The first is a writer and director; the second is the head of RKO Studios;
and Blanifort is a writer.

Inforaant listed the following persons as those who have been through
the mill in New York and are now active in Hollywocod: Francis Cheney (wife
of Ring Lardner, Jr.), Janet Deutclnan; Devoe Seron; Hobert Rossen; Morris
Ccarnovsky (active ia the Theatre Arts Committes, which is a Coziaunist front);

Mary Tarcai; Roman Bohen; Art Smith; Howard DaSilva; Harold Clerman (Brought

ouf, from New York under contract to Columbia Studios as a “producer learning
the business"); Mike Gordon; Vincent Sherman; Paul Douglas; Betty Garrett
(went through the same swwer camps with Informant; wife of larry Purks.);
Sam levine; David Fressman; Norman Corwinj; Gene Kelly; Betsy Blair.

Informant is of the opinion that much valuable information could be
gained by analyzing the political maneuvering in New York at the time the
Actors Equity passed a resolution effecting Junior Equity as a result of
which the latter organization was dissolved. Informant stated the purpose
behind the formation of Junior Equity was to indoctrinate young theatrical
pecple with commnist ideology so that when these people later entered Senior

: Equity, upon furthering their careers, the Party organization would have

reliable people within the Equity organization and could conceivably gain
contrel of 1t.

e

Inforaant went on to say that muny of these persons are sending their
children to the Progressive School in Hollywocod. She continued "that all of
the Comimunists have their children going to this school.”




-

S

[
ET L PR e

PRI o

4t o

T P

v b e ey e e ed Gl

Informant's former husband, m now married to-“mn
who 1s a successful writer at a member of the Coam
rty. Through her influence, MlNas sscured a contract at MR as a
writer.

-

One of the individuals in New York who sponsors and trains young .
Communists is Helen Tamiris whaa Informant described as "one of the foremos$”
chorezraphers of broadmay and a Communist Party member.®

Labor

_t.at.es that "not more than one per cent of the pictures e
are made 1N Nov Jork" and he went so far as to say that in his opinion the
industry "doesan't averaze one picture a year in New York." Some location shots
and background material is obtained there but from a standpoint of possible
infiltration of motion piecture labor in New York, Informdnt considers it
negligible. He did point out, however, that the motion picture projectionist
local does have some Communists in its mewbership but tney are not in control.
The reason why the Communists will never dominate the projectionists through-
out the country is due to the fact that the balance of power is in the smaller
groups made up of individuals living throughout the United States; secondly,
the turnover is small and the Communists "Can't get their men in.n

The strike presently under way in Hollywood on the part of the confer-
ence of studio unions is the culnination of a direct Communist campaign to
get control of the industry in Hollywood via the labor routes. The Informant
sald that had the CS5U been able to accomplish its aims by ta<ing over the
filn technicians it would have controlled the industry indirectly through

thias one union, since no pictures can be made or negatives developed without
the work of this local.

'He pointed out that the Rickenbacker picture was declared by the C3U
to be undesirable because Ricienbacker was "unfriendly to labor# and the CSU
passed a resolution that none of its members would work on the production of
this picture. However, after Eddie Rickenbacker visited Russia and came back
to this county with landatory remarks concerning the Russian soldier the ban

~was withdravm and CSU members completed the work on the picture. This is an
-exaumple of how labor could control the production of a pid¢ture if Coarunists
-had the power in the local unions. Their leaders would simply declire a

coertain nistura wh‘inh fhnu .rl‘id not '1111‘ as ““ﬂfﬂa Y v &n \g\u--ll -In'h“-
SR piv e d e T Rk e T ’

exercising an indirect but nevertheleaa thorough censorship on what could
be produced in Hollywood.

Publications

*13 of the cpinion that certain critics in New York are
Communists and ough their efforts certain plays are built up to where

-
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their purchase by Hollylrdod studios becomes possible.

war the Ca rary, stage a sutati

motlon picture reputationa®
tiirough the efforts of certain New York critics who are Communists or fellow

travelers. In his opinion, Howard Birnmes of the New York Tribune, and James
Agee who reviews pictures for the Nation Magazine and formerly for Time
Magazine, are Communists. A young actor or writer had to be acceptable to
Communist-dominated groups among critie circles in order to get favorable press
notices. A writer, on the way up, must have favorable notices and since

more mongy is Lo be made in Hollywood than inm New York im the writing game, the
Informant used this as an example to show how a youngz writer rust please
certain critics in order to build himself a reputation.

was speaking of New York before the war bacause of his
personal experiences there at that time, but he added in summarizing it

that "a writer in New York has to be accepted by the Communists. They get
control of a literary clique and use sarcasm and the smear method in raview-

ing certain writers. In order to acquire a literary backgzround in New York
a person must have a political philosphy which is accaptable to these

Comzmmist.—daninnt.ed groups of cr.i.tlcs.“

The possibility that certain screen or fan mazazines might be a means
of Communist influence on the motion picture industry was given consideration.

an independent publicist in Hollywood, stated that most of the

proainent movion picture fan magazines are published in New York. She listed
them as follows:

Modern Screen (published by Dell Publications)

Silv
Scra:meanépublismd by Paul Hunter Publications)

Movies = (
. Movie Stars Purade(Published by Ideal Publications.)
Movie Life (

Motion Pictures (Published by Fawcett Publications)

Screen Guide
_tiovie Land EPublished by innenberg Publications)

Photoplay (Published by dcFadden Publications)

-13 -
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The Infornant is of the opinion that there is little Communist
propaganda in the fan magazine field. MNost of the publications contain
The publications very seldom knock a picture or say anythingii;;;gatory
about Hollywood because they want the Studic advertising, which naturally
would not be placed in the publications 1f they made unfavorable cozmmentsa

The preceding data outlined above under the caption New York
Ramifications of the Motion Picture Industry have been outlined from in-
formnation available which was obtained fram confidential sources in the
motion picture industry in Hollywood. These ramifications have been referred
to the New Yorik Office vith instructions to fully davelop information con-
cerning the Comiunist activities in this field.

Professional Progressive Theatre

tn Octoter 30, 1947, a memorandum on a Professional Progressive
Theatre was obtuined from the tras of & building wiiich houses the
National Headquarters of the Communist Furty and other Com:unist-controlled
organizations. The contents of this memnorandum are being sat out as follows.

NAn essential part of the drive toward faseism in this country
is the well organized attack on all progressive ideag in the field
of culture. Specifically in the theatre, producers, prominznt
actors and even prospective backers are being warned against plays
with basic democratic themes. Reaction is alert to every means of
.. keeping the middle class confused and divided. The assault is
moving swiftly and can no longer be relagated to a minor problem
of the theatre woriers alone. A counter—offensive must be launched
vithout delay or the entire Ercadway theatre will become an anti-
democrutic, anti-working class weapon in the hands of the
Catholic hierarchy, the reactionury Justice Department, the
Un-American Activities Committee and all the orzanized forces of
monopoly ca,italism. -

"The difficulties for such an oifensive are obvious but it would be
a grave error to unierestimate our sgreat potential strength. The
Success of the few progressive plays which have been produced on
Droadway recently indicates a great potential audience seeking
ideological clarification and emotional stimulation against the
threats to freedom and peace. There is good, healthy

protest in this audience. It needs more pluys immediately and it
needs organization.

'Nle propose as a beginning move in this direction the creation of a
professional, progressive theatre along the following lines:

e . oL e e T L s e s s S e
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A simple unit operated by a prcduction staff having the usual
functions of a Eroadray production organiszation: A producer, -
an assistant with sgecial aptitude in play reading, a business
manager with qualifications in financing, and an audlence
organizer with union and organizational experience. Additions

T = L = -t Py T e
would be engaged as the nesd arises with sach PTSOUC UL One

staff is selected by a theatre committee of the cultural
commission after consideration of the best technically and
politically developed people available. They will be directly
under the Jjurisdiction of the cultural commission.

[ ) S g
dilL

The plays selected by the staif will be passed upon by the
Theatre counittee for their political content. It will be the
Joint problem of the staff and the Coamittee to find procressive

res 5 =+ . s e Py Fomme ol wmd 3% o
pla,... with 1deas and trsatment which 6141.&31 wo wivaa TLGlULEe

class as well as working class audiences, but always to keep the
comproiises.

The name of the theatre would indicate that it is a theatre

of democratic ideas projected toward the broadest, possible
audience.

The preductions would competa in qualit)' with those of cood
Theto mi sl #=  mi T vy m o e

| AA0aA 'n"'a' ¥. producers. The acbors and other personmnel eubd.t;!:!u

would be tested professionals who are best fitted to carry
the message of the plays.

Each play would be financed sepurately and with particular
emyhasis on prospective investors who see the production as a
good risk rather than as a direct political coniribution. The

play and the production plan must be able to stand this test
within reascnable limits.

The developrent of a sustaining audience organization is the
key to the political objective and financial strength of this
plan. The auvdience organizer would initiate a drive for this
sustaining audience on the basis of ticiket sales for the first
play together with notice for a seccnd play for a follow up.

The objective would be to build up tiis audience from unions,
organizations and individuals. Witk the production of the first
play, the effort should be made to giva the sustaining audience

- A mmocnmalee e -
and organization within itsslf. As members they will have

certain additional contact with the producer, not had by
regular bax office patrons. Special services would include
bulletins, lectures, discussion groups and other means of

-
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"increasing their conscious support of this type of theatre.

"The sustaining audience will help to meet the insviiabla

challange to progressive plays. We must assume that prospective
investors will now be under fire of reaction and we will need
the selling point of assuring them of a guaranteed advance sale.

The sustaining audience will also be a protection against

attacks after the opening and will be a means of educating
these theatre goers in the struggle of freedom of expression.

"Other Ercadiay producers, who have the courage to do an

occasional progressive play will receive the benefit of this
organized audience in the development of a new btlock of theatre

goers and as allies in case of attack on one of their

productions. In the forums and on wailing material, the subject
of other productions can be included in such a way as to do

great general service to worthy producers.

*7. The perranent staff of the theatre will receive the producers
share of profits, less a pre-arranged percentaze from each
production which will be invested in the constant enlargement
of the sustaining audience and in increasing the educational

gservices which will aid the city middle class and working

class

3 audlence to understand the reason for the attack upon culture.

"I‘his plan for a Broadway theatre is submitted as an outline upon

. which our experienced theatre workers can build a detailed structurs.
The plan obviously has a different function from the usual approach
of employing our unemployed professiocnals. It is an attempt to be

simple and practical in the hope that our cultural workers can
quickly get out of the talking and 'raising questions' stage. Te
must move into the action stage even with imperfect plans or the
doors Yo open offensive work will be closed to us. Even is a

professional progressive-theatre on Eroadway is eventually crushed
reaction will pay a price for that victory in the revelation which

such an act would make on the public mind.»

Broadway Production "Call Me Kjister"

On Yovember i, 1947, Mr. Paul P. Rao, Assistant United States

Attorney General, Customs Division, Department of Justice, informed Mr.

rd Schiedt, Special Apent in Charge of the New York Office, that
the Current Broadway production “Call me

~ -16 -
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had informed him thrt he and or in the szme show, were »

being forced to attend 3
h!o&dﬁubf“*ﬂyﬂm ,
was & war veteran whe had begn with the 3
‘twenty months ase% and hi{llﬂl friend
on seversl occasiomm by satldus -embers

netitions and sttend sseti zs of libersl sroupe suth bthtlrwmsin iR
21t.izens of .merica and the .imericen Labor Party.

Yost of the ued:ers of the cast and ~anagenent were indicsted to B e s
n be libersls with the mcst voeiferous beinz [llen !snson, (acter), Paule G
Purmell ('11aer,, Jeorze Irvin- {actor), irris Karnilova (bellarina), Al

Tinnian {eincer=neorc), Een Lranz (stace gerszer) end Dave Dsntor (Lesistent -

Ztare onueer),  Jhis Treun =ttemmtad to ret =nd Po crst - - _%
their vntee arpingh the Fronk o7 4ntileSommun rte 1 cnt wator's T
Fcuity elections »nd Seve alss circulater netitions in fawor of T, 2. (irooor %
tionel _epresentzticn) £nd denouncing the !louse Jommittee on Un-.merican N
sctivities in its probe of ilollyw~od. SeE o

allan '2nsenn was zharecterized as the worst of the inetir-tors '
and continu-T1" was moin- hacket=re sneeches extollin< the le-ro °nd nesiz's '
interest in the voeiine ¢lrss. Toula Turnell in thae sorine o7 thie wmrp offer-
ed the c2mt frer mecls if trer would moreh in the Yoy T2y Uarpnde ond renerclly

talks 2bout current everts from tte liberzl-lefticst vs w-nci-wt.

- o llone rf.tie 2forerentioned croup are ''rown b;:-.r: be mehers
cf the Jzrrunist Lart: nnr did he hove anr knowlecd—-e 2nncernin: anv Jorrmnist

Prrty meetines nr »ctivities. ile nointed out t .at both he &nr °re
knoxn to the rest of the c=st to be n¢ nence are the'v »f the
aforementioned ~Toup who prod ther zbout GO reactionsry, zntlenecro anc pro-

Tronk F2y. ’ -

_strter the - frrementioned Nctivities nl f~e cust -
heve been win nn 2inte the show onenad and has caure the nnt‘-- cs=t, no -
restt. et their nepeonal viems sav be, to he labled =3 ".edsT, le in_dicated oL
that fiances {4 =nG while they aere discussing - «
“the activities oI bhe cast recent ™A to re-ort it to her uncle. o
o & recent nemsnsner tTt’ c].f- incicstec & - t”’-ﬁﬂ stteonds
Jo haw U dversits in the marmies =nd ¢orges in the . dster*' in thex
ﬁerin” was assimed to sspear in pictures for Trentisth Jentury Cox cmciﬂ’_iz-__;}%-;s
{n ¢nnus » 194>, The ertic‘e ~tated thet i e woulé zontime “is sducation at
Ulla. .
-17 - . .
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Lin Root, also known as Mrs. Lin Root, }rs. Jacob Fine and Lillian Segal i

York City, telephonically comm WL or. ce at “‘time

she stated that she was a friend of Nancy Carroil, a well known stage ancﬁ‘
screen actress. She advised that Miss Carrollts suspicions had been arocused
concerning a house guest, namely one Lin Root, and 1t was Miss Carroll's
belisf that Lin Root m eng ’
made throuch

y‘ vlnr

January 2, 15L6 ,m?ﬂs intervieved in the presence
of #t which time A€ T that in the Spring of 1947, iss _
Carroll, € 1in Boston, renewed a casual acquaintance with the aforementioned

Lin Root which had previously existed while iliss Carroll was in Hollywood and while
lin Root was emgloyed in Hollywood as a motion picture writer for Paranount
studios. A short time thereafter Lin koot, who, according to is

also lknowvm as lrs. Iin Iwot, Lirs. Juacob Fine, and nge Lillian Dezal, ciig to

New York and tooit up residence as a house guest with Hanecy Carroll at 161

Bast &2nd Street, MNew York City. At this time it should bLe ex;lained that

”also resides ut the aforementioned address in a room adjoiniag
aal of Lin loot.

. " 1a to ronnd _ latad that irs. Root is 2 wri +.-.n~, a
A L a4 :\-ﬂ \-&_ W LAl = .l. -y - b iy o Ay
ceontrilutor to " fonthly", "Iiving ’agazine", ind the woaan's magazine

Mifademoiselle™. _150 related uhdt Lin Root has in the past re-
vell-itnovm writer, Dorothy Parker, and June Valker, a well~knosn

sided vith the v
Broadway actress. stated that Lin Root was originally married to

ona Wells Root, from winom sme was divorced, and subsejuently married Dr. Jucob

Fine of Doston, .lassaciiusetts. She hus divorced Ur. Fine and is presently
umarried. mlated that in October 1947 her suspicions and those
of iiss Carro used by irs. Root's constunt association and receipt

of telephone calls fram persfns believed to be associated with the Conmnunist
clique in the motion picture and stage industries. She related that anong
these were Kay Swan and Hagar Vild, film writers, as well as John Howard lawson,
who was then procinent in the un-Anmerican hearings at Washington, D. C., and
motion picture actor Larry Parks.

mnhted an incident whersin on Friday, October 17, 1947,
Mrs. Root stated to the othur occupants of the Carroll household that she was
leaving for a weekend in the couniry. On the morming of Saturday, October 18th,

rose at an eurly hour and found ¥rs. Root seated in the living room
wWilln ner luggage about her. lirs. Root stated that she had just returned from
the country and offered no explanation for her sudden return, but

- 18 - ] : L




5

L L RS

el L s Lt
o DA R e AR ¢

oty il W

el B S el

woamp

e

ot A

O

K P

[y

N N e T

P
T ey K Al T WS

...‘

LIRS T

R

related that she distinctly noticed Washington, D. C., bazzage checks on f's.
Root's luggaze, wiich checis were not present at the time of her departure.
It will be noted that at this period the Un=American Activities Committee was
conducting its Wushington hearings. later that day in the absence of lrw.
Root, bserved Nrs. Hoot's diary and, in thuabing through it,
notice i) cownents as to the hearings conducted by the Un-inszrican
Activities Committee, which comments indicated that irs. koot was in complete
s thy with the nineteen unfriendly witnesses. Subseguently that day?
ceived several telephone calls for krs. Root in the latter's abselica,
nich calls led to believe that Nrs. Root was preparing speeches
for Larry Parks and other unxnown individuals connected with the Un-Anerican
Actlivities hearings and that these speeches were to be recorded by a Dr. Cole
{ph.), who is believed to be located in the Hellywood Building in Xew York
City. 8She also received calls from Bob llossen, the previously-mazantioned John
Hovard lawson, a Dr. Gordon, and motion picture director Frank Tuttls.
indicated that mail was received at the aforementicned residence Uy
Segal Root from the Mamufacturers Trust Company.

—escribad Mrs. Aoot as follows:

Racs: White
Age: L5 to SO yrs.
Height: 515w
Waights 135 1bs.
Build: Medium
- e Complaxions Dark

Hair: Black {dyed)

e - Features: large
Marital Status: Diverced
Children: Jonathan Root, aged 1, a student

at cherry lawn School, Connegcticut

On January 5, 1948, qelephonically advised the Hew
York Office that he had ascertained other friands and contacts of Lin Root

are as follows: -

Rach Holt, wno is believed to be Rackham Holt, the
biozrapher of George Washington Carver, and who the
New York files indicate was a member of the Indapendent
Citizons Committee of Arts, Sclences and Professions
and has received favorable publicity in the *Daily
Worker®,

Mary Hammond, who is believed to be the editor of "Mademoiselle®
magazine, and who resides at 157 East 62nd Street; New York City.
There are numerous references to a Mary Hamiaond in the New York
Office, none of wnom can be identifled as being identical with

~" the aforementioned Mary Hammond.

-19 - ‘ Aiet
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Donald Bevin, whom_qascribes as Lin Root's -
present boyfriend, concarning whom ne further
information is available.

1flss Selma Robinson, who is indicated-by the New York files
to be identical with the Selma Robinson who was a contact
of Jesslca Smith, and who has been active in the
"Conmittee for a Democratic Far Eastern Policy".  These
refersnces also indicate that Selma Robinson in 1941

1 was a member of the League of American Writers.

According to information available in the New York Office a Mrs. .
I1in Root was a member of the Viomen's Division of the lidtown lfanhiattan
Committee of the Council for Citizens Action, which comaittee was believad
to be strongly infiltrated by Communist Party members and fellow travelers.

There is also infonmtion available indicating that one Wells

Root believed possibly to be Mrs. Lin Root's fomer husband was in 1941 a
member of the league of American Writers.
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NET YORK RAVIFICATICLS OF Ti JOTION PISTUKE INDUSTRY
(February 6, 1948 to September 15, 1948

Actors Equity Association

This Association is a branch of the Associated Actors and Artistes
of America, and is an affiliate of the American Federation of labor. In con-
nection with the activities of this organization, an aclor
and source of inforration for the New York Office - » on June 3,
1947 furnished the following information. The governing body of actors is
the Council of Actors Zouity, cognogsed 50 members, 10 of whom are elecied .
each year for five year terms, ﬁsmted that there are two scpar:zte
factions within the Eauity: the regu or right wing faction; and the inde-
pendent or left w#ing faction, with the latter being in the minority.

The left wing faction, which the informant characterized as the
"pro-Comrunist" group, is well organized and has been striving to gain cop-
trol of the Associations. This left wing faction is hcaded by Sam Jaffe and
Kargaret Viebster, merbers of the Council of Actors Zquity. The other left
wing leaders who are also members of the Council ares Philip Bourneuf; Ilka
Chase; lady Christians; Jose ferrer; Alan newitt; Philip Loeb; and Aline
Jactahen, The left wing adherenis among the general membership are: David
Brooks; Lee J..Coob; John Garfield; Uta Hagen; Gene Kelly; Canada Lee; Paul
Robeson; Sylvia Sidney; Orsen Vielles; largojSono Osato; and Clifford Odets.

The right wing faction, which the informant characterized as the
"anti-Communist" group is headed by Council members Frank Fay, Bert Lyt21ll,
Sidney Blackmer, and ‘ialter Greaza.

At the annual meeting of the Association on June 2, 1947, the right
wing factlon endorsed ten candidates for the Council who were nominated by
the Association's Nominating Coxmittee, while the left wing faction endorsad
an independent slate of eight candidates, %ihen the election results were tabu-
lated, three individuals backed by the independent tickat were elected, while
the regular ticket elacled seven members of ths Council,

The New York "Journal American® of June 4, 1347, in an article by
Horard Rushmore, characterized the elaction as one of the most declsive de-
feats of the “left wing™ faction of the Association, The article pointsd ocut
that Blackmer led the fight against the independent slate, and quoted him a3
stating that, “iembers of our Council must be hard workers; now is the time
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to stop the efforts of a minority group to take over our union,” ‘o

' Infor-nntmlso reported that the "pro-Commnist® group was
atterpting to liberallze the rules governing the voting rights of junior mem-
bers and also trying to have new junior members admitted, and indicated that

this young group is under the control and influence of Sam Jaffe who acts as
organizer for the group.

Formation Grouap to Combat National and State Loyalty Investizations

The New York "Herald Tribune® of February 25, 1948 carried a news
item resarding a new organization of actors, dramatists, writers and others
associated with the arts, to combat national and state lo,;alty mvestig:-ntions
and other alleged censorship ard suppression of artistic freedom, had been
formed the previous day at a meeting of 200 persons at the Savoy-Plaza, The
jtem stated that among thosz participating in the session had been John Gar-

P TAdwma Tanhamnw "aes Hawd Mhefstambher Talareos and 1lam Caralld
1 100Uy AN DT Ul y UGS WAL vy Wil &V ypisice maa;aﬁ, il ARAAD . WA o heaieds @

The artiscle stated that the immediate targets of tuis group would
be the llouse Comaittes on Un-American Activities, and the Tenney Commitiee in
California., The group also voted to hold a meeting in ladison Square Garden
within the next three weeks, and laid plans to bring intc membership such or-
ganizations as: Actors Equity; Screen Guild; American Guild of lusical Artists;
American ederation of DRadlo Aritists; Authors leasue of America; American News-
paper Guild; and, Screen @riters Guild. IL was also decided to support fin-
anc“allv and morallv the ten "Unfriendly witnesses™ who had appeared before

the House Committee on Un-iAmerican Activities in October, 1947. Among the

- sugcestions ade at this meeting weres that after each verfornance of evary

play, a leadinz actor would make a curtain speech explaining the artists®
viewpoint of the alleged legislative suppression of liberties; that a meat-
ing be sought with President Truman and legislative leaders; and that in ex-
treme cases artists should "with-hold" their services,

The following declaration was adopted and signed by those presents

wie hold that an atmosvhere of freedom is vital to our worke The
witch hunters with thelr terrified band of servants acting as self-appointed
censors and critics are directing a campaign of intimidation and terror against
American artists and writers. From a rigidly repeated attack on thought and
its expression, a pattern emerges uncomfortably reminiscent of the 'Linistry
of enlightenrent' of the late Dr. Paul Josef Goebbels., Ve hoid that denial
of our freedom to create is denial of the people's right to see and hear us,
It is denial of their right to think. Ve accept judgment of our work only
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by the people, Our herlitage is freedom. Ve hold in contempt all who woull
debase this heritage,® ‘

The article further listed the following Individuals agong those
who spoka at the meeting: Ulorris Carnovsky; Aline laclkahon; Donald Ogden

Stewart; Arnold Perl; Hudson “alker; Leon Kroll; uoh.n ilersey; Howard Ta\man,
John Lardner; and, Canada Lee.

The *New York Times™ of February 25, 1948 also contamed a news
articls relating to the above-mentioned meeting, and in addition to the in-
formation contained in thd above-mentioned article, listed tue sponsoring
comittee for the meeting as follows: MNoss dari; Oscar Hammerstein; Walter
Huston; Arthur Garfield Hays; James Tburber, Leon Kroll; Cheryl Crawford;
Norman Jockwell; and, Christopher larar

The "Daily Yorker® of ¥arch 26, 1948, on page 13 reported that a
comnittee nown az the "All-Arts Stop Censorslup Cormittee™ had met on the
previous Tuesday night at the liotel Astor in New York City, and had announced
a mestinz to be held at Lsdison Square Garden, It is believed that the All-
Arts Stop Censorship Comal ttec was the orghnization which grew out of the
meeting above referred to,

This article stated tnat the meeting would attack the House Come
mittee on Un-american Activities, and tne Tenney Committea in California,
and named certain individuvals vho had participated in the Hotel Astor meet.-
ing. Among those named as having taken part in this meeting were: Hernry
Yorgan, actor; Purgess leredith, actor; leon Kroll, painter; Florence Lld-

«ridge {Lrs. Frederic kar ch), actor, Frederick G. lelcher, editor of "Pub-

lishers Tieekly®; Jose rerrer, actor; and Hichard Lauterbach and Christopher
laFarge, writers., The keynote address for the meeting was delivered by
Albert 1altz, one of the ten Lollyvood writers who was cited for contempt

of Congress following the investigzation by the louse Comnittee on UneAmerican
Activities in October, 1947. Another individual who spoke at this mesting
vas largaret ‘ebster, Broadway producer, vwho denounced the widespread hysteria
that, "danned the playing of- hussian music" over a lidwest radio. lowever,
the article stated that she Muiistakenly likened this American pro-Fascist

»3 being 'not far removed from telling Prokofieff what he must write'. She'
also referred to recent criticism directed to the Soviet composer by his coun-
try's Conmunist Farty's Central Committec.™

The article statel thot the group had made plans for varicus state
and local groups to combat local censorship and intimidation of all kindge.
Among those whose recorded statermenis were presented to those at the meeting
xerel Joan Tetzel; Ph:.llip Boeb, Yleg Eundy; Fhil Silvers; Larsha Hunt; Alan
Scott; Judy liolliday; Paul XcGrath; Alfred Drake; and, Morris Carnovsky.

-23-
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additional publicity was ziven to the Stop Censorshin Comittes *
in the "People's Torld® of Yarch 30, 1948, which contained practicnlly the
same information as appeared in the "Daily vorker" above-mﬂntioned{ ard in
addition set forth the follovinr program adopted by the group:s (1, Thenever
a2 trial of a Thomas Committee victim is held, or new smeer hearings launchec,
the Stop Censcorcilp Cormittece would held rass public counter-triasls ard heer-
irgs at vhich 211 the evidence would te presented and the »itresses z2llowed

to nvn"l:'in their viexs f"n'l'I‘r- fQ‘ Settine un of Stan Condrrahin Camm’téras
. W WVAINgR WM WA vvvr WL AP E Ak UUHIMJ.MWGB

in 211 principal cities; (5'5 Financizl and moral surrort of the ten "ln=
Iriemily wvitnesses™ who appearcd before the liouse Committee on Un-Arerican
Activities in October, 1947; and (4) Opposition to all attenpis at censor-
chip on natioral snd loc2l levels. The article further reported that rore
thar $2,000 iad Lecn contrituted by those present at the meeting,
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(September 16, 19L8, to_July 15, 1949)

The “Daily Foi'ker" of Aprll 26 19h9, :ln a column by David Platt

I PP Toawm Nifommomm awd Wa 4&-‘—-9--
q“o‘“ -lm a .LB‘I.:\-BI‘ U’ "urcll :-LLJ..LUI‘, Jul-l-ﬂ (-I'J.u.u; +UL LBOOUT Gl DALILO vl Gaa

who commented on the formation of a new group known as Peoples' Film Club, nhich
had been organized and had dedicated itself to fulfilling the peoples! need for
good films. Miller*s letter stated that the Peoples' Film Club had been
organized to meet the need of the larpe audience for "socially meaningful films"
and that the first program would consist of a Polish and Soviet film.

New York Informant{lin rebruary, 1949, turnished a contidentiar
document regarding social democracy in the theater, which dealt with Communist
activities in the theater field. The date of the document 1is unknown, but it is
believed that it was prepared some time between 19LL and 1945 inzsmuch as several -
references are rade therein to the Comrunist Political Association.

'

The document was generally critical of the lack of Communist activity

n the cultnral and 'Hnnn'i'n'— fialdae and mada essvaral epeci_fin rocomandatione

luding a series of meetings of Marxist cultural leaders to analyze the role

oi‘ the theater, a program for theater and cultural workers should be prepared,

a peoples' theater should be established, consideration should be given to a
national subsidized theater, that Farxdst study classes should be set up to

reach cultural members, that progressive plays should reach production, that
theater celebrities should be constantly mobilized upon all issues, that recruiting
be accelerated among actors and cultural workers, and that cultural articles

re g

" should appear in the "Daily Worker".

R ———
New York Informant madvised the New York Office that on
June L, 1948, a party had been he he apartment of George Ross, a theatrical
producer in New York City, for the purpose of raising morey to assist in the
defense of the "Hollywood Ten". This informant advised that the party was under
the sponsorship of the Committee Against Fear (which 1s believed to be identical
with the Freedom From Fear Committee) and that among the speakers at the meeting
had been Ring Lardner, Jr., and Adrian Scott, two of the "Hollywood Ten™. Among
the individuals present at this meeting, according to the informant, were Kark
Blitzstein, Allan Meltzer, actress larcia Hunt, Lester Cooper, and Sam Borl. At

dhtem mandime &1 2% Iw caskh and Alhonclia waas nn11nn‘-nﬂ Fraw +I-|- ﬂl-?n"l'lu-nnﬂ P N
[+ ulku.l.lla Pigivv il LaoL qiiv LlivLAc vas LaaoLuow iva el AVEE =

1 ated September 23, 1018 dvised
a
ollows: lna eh ust finished engagements in New York City in "The Glass
Fenagerie® and "What Every Woman Knows®, and that she wanted to call to the
attention of the Bureau the fact that all of Ella Kazan's grour of actors werse
Commmists. She specifically mentioned Kazan's play, "Sundown Beach®, which she
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saw and characterized as all propaganda. In her letter, %uted that
Kazan was an important member of the Communist Party and that Robe ewis, Lee
Strassberg, Sanford Velsner, Tennesses Williams, and all of the cast of the play,
"A Streetcar Named Desire", wers likewise Commmists,
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IX. INTERNATIONAL RAMIFICATIONS OF COMMUNIST INFILTRATION ‘.
IN THE MOTION PICTURE INDUSTHY
{November 2, 1947 to February 5, 1948)

Hans Elsler, Motion Picture Kusic Composer

The State Department furnished a copy of a communication dated
Dacembher 12 lQh? from Jaffarson Caffervy to tha Secretarvy of Stats

) =75 YeaaTSSVeE vRmeaTay e e wems (W e WA

concerning French Communist intellectuals filing a protest against deportation
of Hans Eisler from the United States in response to an appeal from Charles
Chaplin. In this communication Mr, Calfery related that the Embassy in

Paris, France received a letter from one Jean Cassou dated MNovember 25, 1947,
which revealed that the French Communist Party desired Hans Eisler to visit
France for the purpose of writing music for the film "Alice in ¥onderland®
concerning the backzround of Cassou., It should be pointed out that in the
letter he was identified as the president of the Communist front orcanization
Union Mationale des Intellectuels and as a secret member of the Communist
Party. According to Caffery, in well known circles it is considered that

the film "Alice in Wonderland®" as planned by Communist influence in the
French motion picture industry is intended to bring "social problems® to

the attention of the French people. The idea of presenting "Alice in \"onderland"
as a satire on present day society originated apparently with Lou Bunin, an
American technician who, according to Mr. Caffery, recently arrived in France.
Bunin allegedly left the United States to "escape the tyramny of Walt Disney
and to breathe the air of liberty." Bunin was accompanied allegedly by

" twenty-five American technicians and has been joined by foreigners, namely,

Heuri Aisner, a Frenchman and Dallas Bower, a British producer. The favor
with which the Bunin group was treatec by the Communist organ "L'Ecran
Francais® (French Screen) according to Caffery, indicates the existence of

at least strong fellow traveller tendencies amongst its members., According

to Mr. Caffery the Cassou letter enclosed a protest against the deportation

of Eisler which bore the names of a number of intellectuals, practically all
of whon were Communist Farty members or consistent fellow iravellers. Caffery
also stated that simultaneously with this receipt by the Embassy of Cassou's
letter a Communist weekly "les Lettres Francaises®™ directed by the Soviet agent

Claude Vorgan, carried in ite {igsnua of N'ngamhar 97 TQh" a hrief resuma nf tha
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Cassou letter as well as what purports to be an exact copy of a telegram
allegedly addressed by Charles Chaplin to the artist Picasso requesting the
latter to head up a committee of French artists in the aim of protesting to
the Embassy against the "outrageous" deportation proceedings in the United
States involving Hans Eisler,

Mr, Caffery also related that a highly trustworthy source had recently
spoken about this matter with an intimate friend and biographer, Dr. Ssittya,

- ;
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(of the artist Picasso). The letter declared that Picasso never received thnis
-telegram from Chaplin because the latter addressed it to the French.Commnist
Party which in turn concocted the Chaplin-Picasso arrangements without con= |
sulting the artist. Dr., Szittyz made it clear, however, that Picasso had not
broken formally with the Communist Party in spite of the recent attack agains
him in Pravda and. in spite of the dishonesty in fsbricating tals Lelegram.

Communist Activity in the Field of “otion Picjures in France

. . . []
L Fadbid, Legel Attache in Paris, Francge
| repared by nMon Comminist
activities in the field of motion pictures. This document was dated November P
12, 1947. 7Vith regard to the sbove-captioned matter the memorandum of lr.

Chipman reflects the following::

L]

, 'ith reference to the International Hotion Picture Committece, 2n ;
iwtense develorment of Communist activity in the field of motion pictures has gg#
been observed in France in the past few months. Influence over motion picturs
production is regarded hy the Commnist Party of France as an important facton
in ideological warfare. Communist publicatiocns (lMotre Jeunesse of September—: "
Y Cctober, 1947) discussine the 'Cinema as a weapon cf propaganda' describe it |
“ as 'the rmost fcrmidable and the most effective method of exertins pressure onjc#%

nublic ovinion.' Frominent Party leaders have likewise often stressed the ;
properanda value of motion pictures. .ndre larty, in uis spzech 2t the

meetiny of the Centrzl Comiittee on Saptezber 13, 1947, listea 'a weszpon of
great pcower, the cinema, with films capable of causins enctien, of elevating
- the masses, and of driving to sction,! among sugsestions for the successful [
'education 6f the masses,* (Humanite, September li-15, 1947.) -

"The importanee zttributed by the Party to wmmotion nictures was con—i
firmed recently by )aurice Thorez who described in his speech of Ccteber 29, o
1947, the 'pernicious! influence exercised by Auericen pictures wiich Yair ot L g
turning the French people intc slaves crusnec by an iren heel.! Thorez stres B
. tie necessity for action in tais sphere snd cdveestea to Zerwetdon of en
S tigsociation for tie Defense of the Freach Zineme' uniting sctors, .usiclans,
[“ PR and workers of the £ila industry. i

nTt is rot ‘surprisine tnerefore, tuat tas caamcalisr lannched areinsbisy

th: United Stotes ond fmerican civilizetion by tie Commnist surty in Cetcher

1947, wa2s e2ccorranied by a particularly viclent attack in the field of motio

. pictures. Tnis attack which wes pregeded by mary nonths of less obvious but

. -persistent anti-inericen propaganda in this dovain, follows two main line of
approach. Cn one hand, it aims 2t underaindily the imerican motion nicture
industry, diminishing the popularity of imer¥ean pictures, and obstructing

e




Mepostanbd pouata-

LI

AR

G5 B iw A f e

A b L Nt e

P

BT

T g
rS

e At W

"their penmetration into France. Om the other, it is direvcted toward penetrating
the French motion picture industry and toward using the latter as s point‘of
departure for infiltration in the motion pioture world of other countries.

1, Comunist Struggle Against American Motion Pictures e

"Communist activity ained at opposing the pro~Americen propagande often
unintentionally conveysd by Americen motion piotures is by no means a rocent
development. A veiled battle against American films has been conducted by the
Party since the liberation of France. It grew in intensity after the conclusiom
in January, 1946, of the Blum agreement which gave rise to numerous Conmunist
inspired demonstirations. :

“The most common weapon used by the Party in this battle is oriticism
of American production which is subjected to harsh censure and even ridicule in .
the Cormunist influenced press. Favorable reviews in the cass of American
plotures are restricted to films which may be used for anti-American propazanda
purposes {The Lost Weskend, for exanple, which was used as proof of the preva-
lence of alcholism in the United States). Every possibility of provoking
anti-American feeling is utilized. american motion picture companies and their
administrators are presented as narrowemimied tyrants whils American actors are
portrayed as vioctims struggling vainly for freedom of expression in an atmosphere
of moral turpitude and depravity. In Jaruary 1947, for example, the Paris
Communist press (Humanite, Ce Soir, La Marseillaise) made much ado of the alleged
Jpersecution' of Lou Bunin and a group of technicians by Walt Pisney, their
employer, who was desoribed as a 'shameless fomentor of racial prejudices' On
the other hand, .in August 1947, the Lille Communist weekly Notre Nord featured
praminently Gary Cooper as having spoken in favor of Comnunism at the 'inaugura=

. tlon of the Communist Federation of Philadelphia' and azainst the 'spesculators

of trusts and cartels for whom the 1ife of & man has less value than their dirty
interests,' Notre Nord clainmed that actor Cooper invited his audience to
*regard the Communiat Party as ean iInstrument of liberation and progress' stat-
ing that membership therein is 'the greatest honor in existence.t

"Since the publication in Humanite on Cotober 24, 1947, of a summons
addressed to the people of France to fight the *'degrading spirit! of American
civilization, the Communis® campaign in the sphere of metion pictures has aszsumed
fantastic proportions. An invitation of a general nature to boycott American
production, which sppeared in the Communist press at the end of October 1947,
was soon followed by more definite injunctions, i.e., 'to boycott Robert Taylor,!
'to hiss during the presentation of American films,' etc. Faithfully adhering
to Party slogans, the Communist press of the last fow wesks has been atiributlng
every instance of attempted murder committed in France to frequant attendance at
American picture showings, since American films are ‘one of the predaminant
elements in the work of wholesale brutalization undertaken by the high financlers
across the Atlantice®
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*Simltanecusly with the campaign directed agalnst American notim;

| plcture production, the French Communist influenced press given extensive and

favorable publicity to American actors which it believes to be holding Comsunist
or fellow-traveller views. Similar treatment is afforded French Communiad or
fellow~traveller producers and actors, as well as the films in which they take
part. Four names stand out particularly in the group of American actors favared
by Communist publications. They are; Edward G. Robinson, Paulette Goddard,
Charlie Chaplin, and Rita Hayworth.

"French favorites of the Coxmunist press are Jacques Becker (Communist),
Marc Allegret (brother—in-law of Marie Claude vaillant Couturier), Flerre ,
Blanchar (Commnist), and Michele Morgan.

"Another aspect of the anti-American campalgn conducted by the Party is
ita o g-erat.ed praise of Soviet motion picture enterprises and its effort to
L EUY

LOU8N8 u; interest in Sovist films.

2. Communlst Penetration in the Sphere of French Motlon Pictures

"A careful study of French Governmental and government subsidized
motion picture organizations indicates that the Cormunist Party has been most
successful in penetrating their services., At the same time it exercises con-~

siderable influence in French motion picture production through agents in
v&rioua French companies,

“hThe Party has a strong hold over the French National Center of
Cinematography, a government organization supervising the French motioa
picture industry. Michel Fourre-Cormeray is the director general of this
organization. He is a fellow-traveller described by reliable sources as
'putty in Communist hands.' One of his immediate collaborators is Claude
Jasger, a Communist who occuples the position of Deputy Director for
Production and Technical Services. Motion plcture censorship is likewise
in Commnist hands. Georges Hulsmans, an ardent fellow-traveller, is
President of the governmental meotion plcture control commission. He has
several Party members to assisy him in his work.

"The Righer Institute foar Motlon Picture Study (IDHEC or fInstitut
dea Hautes Etudes Cinematographiques') appears to be a Communist dominated

_orgamzatuon. Its Director is Leon Moussinsc (Communist), His Assistant is

J. Lods (Communist) while Georgea Sadoul (prominent Commmunist militant) is one

of the professors. The Government supported 'Cinemateque,' an organization
operating a motion picture library and supplying films to schools, clubs, and

other cultural enterprises, is likewise under Communist management. The

Director ia Gremillon (Communist militant) with H. Langlois (Commnist) to assist him,
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"Another organization subsidized by the Government 1s the Federation of Motlon
Picture Clubs ('Federation des Cine-Clubst) wnich, while uniting certain nom-
Communist elements, is composed principally of pro-Commurist groups and is under
direct Party control. This is evident froa the composition of its Bureau, the
president of which is Jean Painleve {ardent fellow traveller), and the Secretary
General Georges Sadoul (C:oumnist militant). -
*The CPF has further penetrated the 'French Motion Picmr- Comnd ttee
for the United Nations.t' The Preslident of this Comxlttee is Georges Hulsmans
(mentionsd above) and the Assistant Secretary Ch. Cheseau (Communist).

"Several French motion plcture producing coupa':iu are under Communist
control. It is of interest in this connection that a number of films, Communist

in character, have been produced by ths CPF for propaganda purposes. Among the

nost recent are lLes lendemains Qui Chantent and Nour Contimiouns Ia France,

both of whilch have been shown repeatedly to thes Pauris population free of charge.
These pictures are distributed by the Party Motion Picture Distributing Center
at 8 Rue de Maubeuge, Paris.

"One of the larger companies under Communist influence is Cine France,
which, Judging from the Party affiliation of most of its associates, is almost
entirely Communist (five of seven assoclates are imown to be Party members). A
definite Communist trend may likewise be observed in Actualities Francaises, a
French news reel producing company.

3. Communist Activity in the International Motion Picture Field

—

"Apparently with the thought of using motion picture groups formed in
France as a point of departure f{or infiltration in the motion picture industry
of other countries, the Party has recently inspired the establishment of several
international associations embracing various aspects of motion picture activity.
Three such assocaations were formed in September, 1947. They were the following:

1. International Federation of Cinema Cluba

2. Internatiobal Association for Sclentific Motion Pictures
3. International Fllmology Bureau

"In addition, several assemblies were held in France in September,

1947, with the obJlect of forming subsequently associations of an international
character. The following assemblies seem to be worthy of attention;

Tam h e A8

i. Ioternational Conferencs for Youth Motion Ficturss
2. International congresa of Scenario Writers®




~ Also, on December 15, 1947, Horton Telford, Legal Attache in Paris,
France, furnished two copies of a disputch preparea by a ¥r. Chipman on
Commnist ectivities in the field of motion pictures. This document was
dated November 17, 1947, and reflected the foliowing;

WINTERNATICNAL FEDERATIOK OF CINM CLUE3

nTith reforence 4o memorandum Mo, |9‘ dated Novemhar . 19L7. concernw

Lt L |

ing Communist activity in the fleld of mot.icn pictures, an Int.ermtd.onal Federa-
tlon of Cinema Clubs was formed on September 19, 1947, at the initltative of the
t Communict sponsored French Federation of Cine-Clubs. The International Federa-
tion was constituted at a Conference held during the annual motion picture
Festival at Cannes, and cotion picture representatives of various countries
present at the Festival were invited to join the new movement. The French dele-

gation at the Conference consisted mainly of the leading militants of the French
Federation of Cine-Clubs.

"According to Jean Painleve (ardent fellow-traveller; elected President
of Honor of the International Federation, motion picture representatives of fifteen
countries adhered to the new movement, He listed these countries as follows:
Argentine, Belgium, Czechoslovakia, Egypt (1 cinema club), France (130 clubs),
Great Britain, Holland (17 clubs), Hungary, Italy, Ireland, Poland, Portugal
(L4 clubs), Scotland, Switzerland, and Yugoslavia., The International Federaticn
claims a membership of 300,000,

- ="In a declaration to the press (UNI PRESSE, October 2, 1947), Painleve
gave the purposs of the internetional movement of cinema clubs as 'the distribu-
tion on an international scale of good quality films which far various reasons
cannot be shown in commerclally operated theaters.' Other militants of the Inter-

national Federation state its principal aim tc be 'struggle to raise the cultural
level of the cinema.t

"The seat of the Internaticnal Federation has been established in Paris,
It 1s significant that the Freach Federation, '2 powerful and coordinated associa-
t.ion' was selected at the Conferencc to act as leader in 'developing intarnational

- o — PR EENE. T e iy
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+~ that the policies prevalent in the Comrunist influenced French cinema clubs will
- be introcduced into the international movement, i.e., the Communist line will be
followed in the ‘interpretive talks' accompanying each showing, and interest in
Soviet and pro-Commnist pictures will be encouraged to the detriment of the
- American motion picture industry.

) bureau of the International Federation of Cinema Clubs was electad
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at the Cannes Conference, as follows;
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"President Oliver Bell (Great Britain) -
Vice-Presidents Korngold (Poland)
Pietrangell (Italy)
Secretary General Georges 3adwl (France), Communist
Treasurer Peter Baechlin (Switzerland) ~
Menbers Louis Bosman (Belglum) -

Hoekstra (Netherlands)*

The Washington "Star® newspsper for February L, 1948, carried a news
item regarding the banning of certain films in Hungary. This article stated
that on January 16, 1948, films of Adolphe Menjou, Allan Jones, George Murphy,
Robert Montgomery, Robert Taylor, and Gary Cooper had been banned by the
Hungarian Interior Ministry. Also, effective February 12, 1948, the same
governmental agency banned films starring Clark Gable, Ginger Rogers, and
Barbara Stanwycke This news item quoted the Communist newspaper "Szabadsagh
as follows:

wFascist Hollywood actors headed by Clark Gable established the
American Republican Committee, aiming to expel leftist-minded actors
and to prevent producing of democratic films.t It sald Ginger Rogers
and Barbara Stanwyck also are leaders of the Committee.m
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The December 17, 1947, issus of ¥New Times,® an English language
publication published in Moscow, contained an article regarding an interw
mtioml!ﬂ.nfestiulheldin?enicoattho Doge's Palace in August of
1947, This article was extremely critical of the American film industxy
and stated in part as followss .

*The £ilm magnates of America and pany other capitalist countries
are reluctant, or rather, afraid to comprehend and give powerful artistic
expression to the important problems stirring modern soclety, Indeed, they

VA el cveom fha i -l rnd Pl annan AF thasa we
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This is the conclusion one could not escape after viewing dozens of films dated
1946 and 1947 and made by recognized masters of bourgecis film art, The
spiritual poverty of most of these film producers is apparent in the primitive
crize thrillers that harp endlessly on the basest—and hence, in their opinion,
the most texciting'—traits of human maturs, which were flashed froa day to
day on the screen of the Doge!s Palace, Successful authors and all kinds of
reactionary theories, such as Sigmund Freud!s psychcanalysis, which is again
in vogus and on which the American filam 'Spellibound! is based, are mobilized to
this end. The wholo arsenal of cheap and hackneyed methods tlnt are the
hallmark of the American moving picturo :I.ndustry is brought into play, methods
which poison the minds not only of millions of cinema-goars, but of scemario
writers, actors and directors as welle,...The filn festival in Venice
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" demonstrated the utter deterioration of present-day American c:.nemtograplv.
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of any significance at the festival,®

Another critical article concerning the Amarican film industry
appearad in the March 20, 1948, issue of the "Moscow News,® Russian English
language newspaper, This article, by Mikhail Chiaureli, Film Director, Deputy
to the Supreme Soviet of the IBSR criticized American filns on the grounds
that they generally illustrate on]a' diverse methods of murder, This article
states in part as followss AIt is characteristic that films of this kind
should be sponsored by organizations which supervise the American cinema
industry, Films 1ike !The House on 92nd Street,’ Cloak and Dagger,! and
1The Beglming or the End,! which glorify the American 'paradise’ and call
for world doodnation by tlm United States enjoy solid backing, Progressive
films, on the other h.nnd, encounter furious resistance on the part of the
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America, This is what heppened to John Ford!s 'Tobacco Road,! exposing the
poverty of the American farmer, 'The Best Years of Our Lives,?! by William

- -
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. 'YI" 'Cl‘osafirt,' b,' Biward w’ and others, eee«The American cinema j-;

giving active assistance to those who are advocating the doxination by soms
nations of others, who are sowing emity and antagonism instead of fightimg
for wnity, and implanting the idees of slavery, oppression, and exploitation
instead o:t asserting 1-.hn ideals of reason, progress, freedom, and justicc.'

This article was also critical of the House Commities on Un-dmerican
Activities for its alleged "persecution® of "progressive-ninded peopls® in
the Thited Stateses The article also criticized the picture, *The Irom Cuwrtain,®
The article also stated;

"Yet not so long sgo progressive American film directors produced
pictures which attempted to give a truthful portrayal of life and which posed
social problems, We have the greatest admiration for Chaplin's biting satires
on modern socisty (true, I have not yet seen his latest film 'lonsiewr Verdoux!).
We still remember films like 'Qwr Dally Bread?' by King Vidor, fThe Littls Foxest
by William Wyler, 'All Quiet on the Western Front! and *0f Mice and Llent by L.
Milestone, and a nuber of otherss In these films the artist atiempted to speak
the truth as he saw it, But Amarica has stopped producing such films,

"I should like to ask the Amerlican movis men one question: is it not
tize you realized that we are none of us ‘above politlicat as some of
perhape sincerely, think? There is no such thing in the world today as tpure
arty! Therc is the art of the dminating classes and ths artists who preach

R - e el o anh el e P — Ao, ._ AY _ .. a_"

mauus wee off emtertalment only are meraly uwsing their talent as an
instrument for demoralizing and weakening the will of the people, and thereby
helping the capitalists to intensify thelr pawer over the working people.*

The ™forker® of May 23, 1948, reprinted anm article by Ilya Ehrenburg
which was published in the Soviet jouwrnal "Kultuwra I Zhizn,® This article
was extremely critical of the American motion pletwre industry for making the
film *The Iron Curtaing® and indicated that the charges rade by Guzenko were
entirely false and that he had been bribed by United States officials, acting
through the Canadian Goverrment. to make the espionege charges against the

Soviet : representatives in Camda.

By commmication dated Febrwary 20, 1948, Sidney A, Belovsky,
American Consul at Taronto, Camada, reported to the United States State Depart-
went that s, J, G, Spraggo, Natioml Secrotary of the Imperial Order of the
Daughters of the Empire, described as an inflvential Dominian-wide patriotic
organization, had requested a copy of any report published conceraing the
1mestigation conducted by the House Committes on Uneimerican Activities
concerning Commmist infiliration into the motion picture induwstry. This
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communication stated that Mrs, Spragge desired such a report in order to .
inform the members of her arganization concerning Commmist propaganda which
might have crept inmto United States produced £ilmms, - .

The March 8, 1948, issus of the "Washington Post® carried a newm
itex datelined March 7, at Prague, Czechoslovakia, indicating that the
Czechoslovakian Goverrment had banned movies starring certain individuals who
gave f.nd'!m of an nn+4...r'nmnm1=~l natome ‘hg?m +tha nn"ea l"nnmlle. on

th-a:nrian Activities, Tho arb:l.clo statod thnt tha ﬁ.‘lm ot t.ho fo]lar:l.ng

stars had all been barred:s Adolph Menjou, Gary Cooper, Robert Montgomery,
Robext Taylor, and Gingex Rogers,

A news item appeared in the Wiashington Post® of October 5, 1948,
indicating that BEric Johnston, President of the Motion Picture Association
of Anerica, had conferred with Marshall Tito of Yugoslavia for two hours, and
as a result of that conference Yugoslavia, during the ensuing year would buy
from 20 to 25 U,5, films to be shomn in Iugoshm. This article also stated
that Johnston had conferred in Moscow with Foreign Minister V., M, Molotov
and had sold the Russians a large number of U,S, films,

Additional evidence concerning the Commmists interest in motion
ciires on an internaticnal scale was furnished by the United States State
Department in a communication from Mr, Caffery of the American Embassy in
Paris, France, dated September 14, 1948, This communication stated that
motion picture workers who had attended the Warsaw Peace Congress had issued,

'i?..

“according to a Paris Cammunist newspaper, s manifesto inviting "scientists,

writers, paintera, actors, musicians, and artisans to transform moving
pictures into a powerful weapon in the struggls for (1) devolopnant of culture
of peaoples, (2) suppression of racial discrimination which dishonors the
buman race, and (3) against forces preparing for another war,® The manifesto
also called foar motion picture workers to refuse to collaborate in pictures
which were atiempting to awaken suspicion and hatred between nations or to
encowrage raclial prejudice and propagandize the idea of war, The manifesto
further requested ths distributors and public to cbetruct circulation of such
pictures and declared that "1 is the duty of every progressive person, both

in 'Inrg- and emall r-nnrrhlﬂ!-.’ ta sorkribnta tresrd tha craation ard dﬂ-‘lm

of independent motion capable of becoming a means of mtiom.l e::pression."
Arcng the individwals signing this manifesto were Hans Rislar, representing
Austria; Donald Ogden Stewart, and Gropper Walles representing the United

- States; Louls Daguin, leon Moussinac, and Roger Vaillant representing France,
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IX. INTERHATIONAL RAMIFICATIONS OF COLMUNIST INFILTRATION IN THE VOTION

PICTURE INDUSTRY (Septerber 16, 1948, to July 15, 15L9)
France )
Informan on November 9, 198, furnished a report regarding

Comunist infiltration o e nch motion picture industry, which report-
indicated that Soviet agenta in France and their Communist accomplices wers
keenly interested in matters connected with the movie industry and that

"Sovexportfilm* controlled all French moving picture activities. This organization

was reportedly a branch of "Interkino®, headed by a lir. Kisselev.

This report also indicated that the Commmists hxl control of the
"Comite de Iiberation cdu Cinema Francais™ and that the Conmunists had organized
the "Comlite Francais du Cinema pour la Jeunesse®. Also under Communist or
Soviet dominaticn, according to this report, were the Society for lotion Picture
Administration and Utilization and the "Office Cinematographigue Internaticnal".
This report further indicated that several film organizations were dominated
by individuals with Communist sympathies,

Hmm

The "Daily Worker" of Fovember 15, 1948, reported that Eungary had
nationalized its movie industry and that the govermment's plans called for an
increase in the number of Hungarian films and the constructicn of 800 new

‘theaters. The article stated, "At last after long years of ruirous capitalist

enterprise during which the Hurga.rian fln industry was all but wrecked, the
profits which formerly went into private pockets will now be used to build the
new Hungarian moticn picture industry".

In October, 1948, the los ! fice advised that lLos Angeles
Informan 1ad mrniehed "nformancn indicating that Paul Jarrico a
member of ommunist Farty according to los Angelcs Informant had
recertly returned from a trip to Europe. Jarrico told the inform ~at he

had completed 2n arrangemert with the Hungarian film industry whereby, if he
were able %o ralse sufficient capital in the United States, he intended to
return and produce a motion picture in both Kungarian and English entitled,
"Temptation®. This inforwant advised that Jarrico contacted individuals in
Hollywood in an effort to interest them in furnishing financial backing and
that one of the individuals contacted stated that the script might be good for
Hungary but not for the Umited States or England inasmuch as the story went too
far in that it made the Comurd st the lhiero of the plcture.

= 11
= 11 =
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Australia

The "TCaily Worker® of September 21, 19L8, contained an article to the
offect that two Communist Party branches in Lustralia had held meetings regarding
Hollywood films and indicated that the speakers at the meeting showed how "Hall
Street ownership of Hollywood studios and 70% of the first-run theaters left thelr
rark on the movies", These reetings emphasizod the indivicdualism in the pictures
and ran counter to the tradition of comradeship. The article stated that these
meetings had agreed that "Hollywood films worked in the interests of the few,
helping to keep the many divided®, and that film reviews were dictated by -
theater companies with big advertismg accounts and that attempts to honestly review
films had been "stifled by big business®.

Engla.nd

The investigation conducted during the fall of 1947 by the House .
Committee on Un~American Activities of Communism in the motion picture industry
received attenticn in England with the publication by the Notable Fress, Ltd.,
of London, of a pamphlet entitled, "The Hollywood Trial", purportedly written by
Antordus. This pamphlet was extremely critical of the Committee for holding
the hearings, and sided completely with the unfriendly witnesses.

Israel

l awmdd AN a ghv\ann‘ Trm +ha Al 11 10LR LT LTS n’ L1 R 1 e |
u &v Aoy o Al - MSB e l} Ull‘ \i Uu‘ L-‘-, *7“‘-" AP SUT Yal 1o UJ

indicated tha.t. several indivicuals in the motion picture industry in Hollywood
had become interested in setting up a film studio in Israel with a capital of
$800,000, to be known as the Israeli Film Studio. The"B'nai Brith Vessenger®

.of December 31, 1948, carried a story to the effect that Michael Blankfort,

Hollywood’ scenarist, was on his way to Israel to find a story to be filmed by
this firm, the studio being described as a private enterprise subsidized by the
Israel Government with a grant of 18 acres of land.

The two above articles listed approximately thirty Hollywood individuals
who were interested in the studio, and while none of them have been positively
identified as members of the Communist Party in Hollywood, several of them have
been close associates of Communist Party members and have allowed their names
to be used as spensors of Communist front organizations. With reference to
Blankfort, his wife was a known merber of the Commmist Farty in 19LL and 1945
and Blankfort himself has closely associated with Communist Farty members
employed in the motion picture industry.

Criticism of "The Iron Curtdn®

The "Washington Times-ilerald" of Lecerber 27, 19!.;8 under the dato line
of Koscow, stated that the Soviet Vice Minister of CinematOgraphy had called
*The Iron Curtain” ®*scurrilous and defamatory®, and had promised an all-out assault
by Soviet film makers against "Hollywood propaganda”.
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The "Daily Worker" of February 25, 1949, contained s news item im:}icating
that reports had been received of mass dememstrations against“te Iron Curtain®
in Rome, Mlan, and Venice, and that in Venice an angry mob had marched right into

+ha Talle AP $ha +4ha 'l‘ w A vAalra thaliw rmentacda
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The "Daily People's Torld" of Larch 31, 1949, stated that the Soviot
Union had its answer to“The Iron Curtain®in a new film entitled, "Meeting om the
Elbe" which had just opened in Yoscow. The plot pu:rport.edl;r dealt with the role
of & "uﬁiied :;r.ar.aa SPy who EBT-BEP‘EW to ST-B&L secret technical information out
of the Soviet zone in Germany., The article stated that the entire film labeled

"American imperlalists" as the enemy of world peace.

The May 11, 1942, issue of "New Times", an English language periodical
publi shed by the newspapar ”de" in Yoscow, conta.ined an article captiocned,
"Celluloid Diplomacy®, being an attack on the United States film industry. Among
the corments made in this article were the following:

"The cinema figures prominently in Wall Street's plans for world
exransion. The American monopoly's drive to conquer the screens of
Eurcpe and other countries is not only a fight for profits and big
ones, It alsc pursues more far-reaching aims connected with the
subjugation and enslavement of other peoples with the mad plans

nf‘ i +oad Q-I-sfn- wnv-'lr? dominatian
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~ T "Honest ‘men and women in Hollywood —— actors, writers, producers -
are nounded for every atiempt to uphold their creative freedom, to

. mrest the clnema from the deadly grip of the reactionary businessmen
who control it and are exploiting it for their political ends.

#* % *

"That is why the Hollywood films which sow hatred for all things
progressive and democratic, which preach the race theory and engage
in criminal propaganda of war, arouse resentmert and indignation not
only in other countries but ir America itself."
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- X. ANTI-COMUUNIST ACTIVITIES

(From February 6, 1948, to September 15, 1948) .

A. MNotion Picture Alliance For the Preservation of
American Jdeals

-

As previously set forth, the Motion Picture Alliasnce was an
organization set up by a number of motion plcture executives, directors
and producers in 1944 for the announced purpose of combatting Communism
and any other subversive elements within the film industry. Those
individuals who originated and controlled the policies of this group
were all anti~Comminists and the new crganizetion immediztely drew the
fire and counteraction on the part of the Communist elements in Hollywood.

In February of 1948, Confidential Informant”
stated that the effectiveness of the Hotion Ficture : Cé Was then on
the decline due particularly to pressure being brought against it since
the hearings in Washington by the House Committee on Un-American Activities
in October of 1947. The informsnt reported that an important meeting
of the group was held on February 12, 1948, and at the meeting a number
of very significant statements and charges were made., Inasmuch as the
crganization was ariginally set up to combat Communist activities in the

motion picture industry, that question vms the main subject of diseussion

at the meeting.- The members of the Executive Board, who were present,
included James K. McGuinness, Falph Clare, Ken Martinez, Borden Chase,

¥orrie Ryskind, Fred Nible, Jr., Adolrh lMenjou, James Grant and several
others.

. During the meeting, it was brought out that the heads of the
motion plcture indusiry were apparently lined up to protect the Commnists
warkdng for them becsuse of the fact that the House Committee on Un-
American Activitics' hearings and the activities of the Motion Picture

Alliance had brought the whole industry into disrepute with the American
pablic. :

The informant reported that during the meeting, Adolph Menjou
stated that since he had appeared before the House Cormittee on n-
American Activities, he was feeling the pressure of the producers and hagd
already lost three parts in forthcoming pdctures and felt that this was

still not the end of the penalty which he might incur for his antagonisa
toward Commmunism, .
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Mr. McGuinness, an executive at Metro-Goldwyn-Moyer Studiocs,
stated that as a result of his opposition to Commmism, he had already
been demoted to a lesser position. The informant reported that McGuinnesa
stated that Louls Mayer, head of KGM, had told him that his attitude cn
the Communist question had caused too much dissension within the studios, -
thus indirectly warning him to stop his activity. McGuinness told those
present that he would like to stay away from the Alliance for approximately
three months because of the strain which was becoming too much for him.

Mr. Ryskind also told the meeting that he could not afford to
be active in the organization because he felt that all employment for him
would be affected and he intimated that it had been some time si.nce he had
been employed.-

Mr. Clsre, President of the Teamsters Union, Local 399, told the
gathering that he has been harrassed unduly by the producer-axecutives

in dealing with the studios whersin the amployment of his wnion members

is concerned. Clare was of the opinion that his difficulties were the
result of his activities within the Motion Picture Alliance anc his well-
imown opposition to the Communist elements.

One member of the Executive Board, not identified by the informant,
reportedly made the statement at this meeting that Dore Schary had stated
that he would never employ at RKO Studios a member of the Motion Picture

-Alliance and that anyone else who took the same attitude as the Alliance

would not bé employed. It was also alleged that Schary had told the Screen
Writers' Guild to disregard any statements he made regarding the discharging
of known Communists and that he had to do this at the present time but

that his sympathies weie still with that organization in its political
leanings.

Ur. ¥cGuinness, according to the informant, also quoted ¥r. Mayer
as stating that anyone who testified against the Communists or took part
in any hearing or investigation as witnesses Ifriendly to Government
action against Communists was rendermg a distinct disservice to the
motion picture industry.

According to the informant, other individuals present at the
meeting voluntecred information to the effect that anti-Comunist writers
and employees,not members of the Alijance, had also been discriminated
against in obtaining employment.
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Confidential Informan reported that on
March 31, 1948, the Motion Picturse ance held an open meeting in
the form of a lecture program at the American Leglon Hall in Hollywood
and that Robert Taylor, President of the Alliance, was the chairman of
the program. Taylor condamed the Cammunists and their methods. He also
commented on the expulaion of the "mﬂ'iendly witnesses® by the studios
and commented that the motion picture industry is not the most infiltrated
group in the world and that it would be ridiculous to szy that the expulsion
of the film writers would stop infiltration of the industry by Cmunist
elmﬁntSQ

The next speaxker was John Klorer, a screen writer, who amnounced*
the newly elected officers of the Alliance as Robert 'raylor, President;
Roy Brewsr and Morrie Ryskind as among those elected to the Board of
Directors.

Eric Pridonoff, a former member of the American Embassy in
Yugoslavia, was the next speaker. He pointed out that the United States
had made a great mistake in recognizing Russia and thus giving thea an
opportunity to send spies to this country. He also dwelt on the type of
propaganda being used by the Cormmunist Party, directing most of his
attention to the Party's infiltration of minority groups,

John Knezewich, identified as the former head of the Army-Navy
Joint Tntelligence Staff for tha Ralkan countries Rnr‘ina Yorld Tar TT
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was” the next speaker, He explained to the audience the basic policy of

the Cammnist Party, that of infiltrating into every group and organization,

including such high offices as the State Department and the military organi-

zations., He claimed to be aware of the fact that there had been infiltration

into the 0SS,

The next speaker was Raymond Booth, EZxecutive Secretary of the
Los Angeles Council for Civic Unity, who denounced Communists and their
so—called "soltening up process" by which Coomunism had succeeded in taking
over several Buropean-countries. Booth stated that this process invalved
the infiltration into minority groups, the creating of mistrust of establishe
institutions and the developing a feeling that the Camunists alone could
be trusted to save the minorities, Booth alse cited as specific examples
of Party activity the setiing up of parallel organizations with names similer
to non-Cormunist organizations, He mentloned that the Cormunist Party had
organized the Mobilizatlon for Democcracy as a Cammmist parallel to the
Council for Civic Unitye. He also pointed cut that when the Party was
wnsuccessful in infiltrating the Jewish Labor Committee in los Angeles that
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it had promptly founded the Jewish lLabor Council. An excellsnt example
was the setting up by the Party of the Civil Rights Congress as a parallel
Cammunlist organization to the American Civil Liberties Unlon.

The next speaker was Roy M. Brewer, the West Coast representative
of the Intermational Alliance of 'meat.rieal and Stage Employees. Brewer

b mmmd bhad =3F M cend md mad in ths motion oichure industrvy had beasn
COATZEOG whnav ail LVOmmanisse uuw.v;v; il Vi mOVi0nN PacVirs LIOGUSWy fo—}+%

toward maldng the industry a stoogs for the Party. He also stated that
the fight to eradicate Cammnists must be a contimous one and he charged
that the principal Commnist conspiracy in Hollywood was the infiltration
of labor groups dating back to 1934 and the infiltration of the talent
gullds.

The next speaker, Mr. lfcGuinness, indicated that anyone who
fought the Hollywood Commnists would have to be mrepared to make great
sacrifices in his personal affairs and that 1t was a risk which he would
have to take and one that he realized from his own personal experience
might be costly. He said that t%oo many people are in the frame of mind
of "fhat has America done for me lately?" instead of thinking "#hat have
I done for the country latelym

Hedda Hopper, movie newspaper columnist, followed lcGuinness

as a speaker and referred to the Commnist "crybabies® of the Screen
Writers! Guild who alleged that they were being persecuted. She character-
-ized the Screen jiriterst drive to raise a defense fund for the indicted
film writers as a drive to make the United States safe for the Commnists.
: The next speaker was Edward A. Hayes, Past National Commander
of the American legion, who stated that he had fought Communism for the
past thirty years and denounced any official in the motion picture industry
who failed to expell any employee who believed in the overthrow of the
American fom of Govermment.

In Iy of 1948, Contidential Informant [ENNEREER:-oc: o
that the lotion Picture Alliafhce had entered into & prograa BT increased
actlvity and within the pest month had received applications for ninety
new members. He also stated that the Alliance then had a representative
on every major motion picture studio lot and intended to carry on an
aggressive campaign for additional members,

Mr. YcGuinness also recently furnished a deposition in connection
with a pending suit by Exmet ILavery against various members of the liotion
Picture Alliance and McGuimness stated that in taking the deposition, the
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attorneys for lavery were attempting to establish a connection between
the Alliance and the House Committes on Un~American Activities., He
stated that several questicns were asked in en attempt to prove that the
House Comittee had approached McCuinness and the Alliance some yeerw
previously in an effort to obtzin information upon which to base hearings
concerning the motion picture industry. McGuinness stated that the

attorney for lavery, who did the questioning of McGuinness, was '
Margolis. Margolis has been identified by loe Angeles Info

(a highly confidential source) as a member of the Cammunist Party.

Margolis also asked McGuinness as to whether or not he had
been an emissary of the studios to the louss Comnittes and McGuinness
denled that he had been,

lcGuinness stated that as a result of the House Committee
hearings and his appearance there as a friendly witness, he was acting
in the capacity of a producer rather than an executive at his studio

and had thus been demoted. It was his opinion that his studio did not

want a person in an executive capacity testifying before the House Committee.

He was of the cpinion that Howard Dietz of the MGM Publicity Department
in New York was directly responsible for his shift in duties. The in~
formant stated that he feels that he will eventually be justified in his
anti-Commnist stand and that he realized that action of this type would
probably take place against him when he aggressively began to fight
~Comtvnism in the motion pleture industry same years previcusly.

B. - Tenney Comuitlee Investlgztions

The los Angeles "Examiner® of February 17, 1948, reported that
the California Committee on Un-American Activities, generally knomn as the
Tenney Committee, would open hearings in los Angeles on that date. The
Comrdttee intended to devote the bulk of its time to an investigation con-
cerning the Actors laboratory Theater, the American~Russian Institute,
Congress of American Women and other groups.

The los Angeles "Times" of February 20, 1948, reported on the
Tenney Cormittee investigation and mentioned that the following persons
cormected with the motion picture industry had been examined as witnessess
Ira Gershwin, Rose Hobart, J. Edward Dromberg, Will Iee and Roman Bolman.
The investigation of the Comnittee was for the purpose of attempting te
show ths Communist influence in the Actors laboratory from which group

young actors and actresses are chosen for work in the nmotion plcture industry.
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C. Anti-Communist Play *Thieves' Paradise®

Los Angeles Informant furnished the
Los Angeles Office with certain spe . Fagan, who 1is
the producer of an anti-Communist play entitled "Thieves' Paradise®,

The play, after running a very short time, was closed ou New Year's Eve,
1947, reportedly as a result of threats which Fagan had received from
Frederic March, who, according to Fagan, had threatened him because cof the

anti-Comzunist nature of the play. Fagan was later unable to substantiate
the threats made him by March.

On April 12, 1948, "Thieves' Paradise®™ reopened at the E1l Patio
Theater in Los Angeles and following the play, Fagan made a curtain speech
to the effect that he had reopened the play to prove that the Comrunists
could not control the theater as they had the films. He also charged that
the motion picturs studio heads were actually protecting the Communists within
the movie industry. Fagan reported that he had been unable to obtain the
assistance of speskers before women's clubs in the form of the "friendly®
witnesses who had appeared before the House Committee on Un-American
Activities due to a secret order which had gone through the Hollywood
agents' offices that any personality who talked about Communists in Holly-~
wood would be blacklisted forever., He also charged that the "friendly®
witnesses who had appeared before the House Commjttee were being black-
listed by the studios. Fagan also stated during this speech that he was
attempting to form an organization to be known as the Committee of 100 of
Citizens United for American Principles, which would be a women's organization
for the purposé& of combatting Communism.

A meeting of the Committee of 100 of Citlzens United for American
Frinciples was held on April 14, 1948, during which meeting Fagan stated
that the Director of the Bureau had approved of his plan for organizing
women and that he would send a wire congratulating the women on their stand.
Fagan also indicated that the Director and Fulton Lewis would assist the
organization and that the Director, George Sokolsky and Fulton Lewis had
agreed to supply the organization with documentary evidence concerning
Comruni sts.

On April 23, 1948, Fagan was interviewed by Agents of the Los

- Angeles Qffice concerning the statements which he had made regarding the

Director. During this interview, Fagan stated that his information had
been received from Adolph Xenjou, who had been collaborating with Fagan
in the production of "Thieves' Paradise®, am that Menjou had informed him
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(Fagan) that he had recently dined with the Director in Washington and

that it vas during this dinner engagement that the Director had made the
statemsnts which Fagan attributed to the Director.

With regard to some of the statements, Fagan reported that hs

ad been misquoted and on other statements reported that his informatiom
had come from Menjou.

The statements of Fagan were trought to the attention of the
Director and he advised that he had not dined with Menjou and had never
made the statements attributed to him by Fagan.

No recent information has been received indicating any current
activity on the part of Fagan.

D. uiscellaneous

In May of 1948, it was learned that the Pacific Coast Conference
of Independent Theater Owners had gone on recard as being in favor of
limiting or prohibiting the appearance of motion picture stars in films
involving political propaganda., The exhibitora stated that thelr sole

rmasmmams T mwmarnAanlme dhlda asdd am wees b warramd Ihandme and hi sodnes e

audiences,

. Homever, in an article appearing in the Hollywood "3Reporter® on

April 12 1948, Eric Johnston took exception to the request by the theater

gmmers, st.at-ir_:g that political perties intended to use motion plceture stars
and that he did not feel that any limits should be placed on an individual's
participation in the political field. He was quoted, however, as stating

that he did not consider the Communlst Party as & political party but did
consider it as the agent of a foreign govermment.

Confidential Informan Wy, 1948, stated that

he was still of the opinion that no Iurther action would be taken by pro-
ducers in discharging Commnists unless the industry was forced to do so

her Mimdham MAansmacad Aena I-Aaﬂ_n- e wwnm al bhe sccdecedne Sled Shea doe bl

lack of any cohesion between the shxdioa as well as threats of sults for
blacklisting,that the "unfriendly® witnesses who were cited for cantempt

by the House Comaittee would in all probsbility not be hired by any major
studio but that beyond that no steps would be taken toward the limitation of
employment concerning known or suspected Communists in the industry.,
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X. ANTI-COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES

tenber 1948, %0 J 15, 1549 .
ﬂi.:: P!.c%gf-o A].J..{a.nce ?‘g th; Prelzﬂntion of Aperican Ideals

During the fall of 1948, Los Angeles Inrormt’h:ho has Do
close Lo the leaders of the Motion Plcture Alliance advia t due ta pressure
from the motion picture industry this group had dwindled down to a very small
organization and was rapidly becoming more and more ineffective. According .
to the informant, the or;anin.tion had been attacked since its tormatiox. sven
Teer B mmadd . —em M g _——

oy s =motiom piclurs producers themaelves on the grounds that by raising
the Communist lasue it would cause a split in the motion picture industry.

According to this seme informant, as an indication of the recession
of the Alliance, at a meeting held on September 13, 1948, only nine persons )
were present. At this meeting several of the membsrs related how they had
been discriminated against by the studios due to their activity in the Alliance.
One of the members, Borden Chase, stated that he had been told by Harry Cohn
of Columbia Studios that he would like to employ Chase but that Chase would

ba unablas to Znt n'lnnp with the atudia Pnreenﬂel' Pr==nmn'h1v 'hnnnn-- of Cha.=='=

anti-Con:m.nilt teatimny before the House Comnittes. Another menber, Fred
Nivlo, Jr., stated that he had been forced to obtain employment with one of
the Los Angeles newspapers although previcusly he had been a hizh priced writer
in the film industry. James K. McGuinness, an executive at MGM Studios, ad-
vised an Agent of the Los Angeles Qffice in the fall of 1948 that he had
experienced considerable antagonism within the industry and in his own studio
since testifying before the House OBmmittee on Un-American Activities.

~ " 7In December of 1948, informants advised that the influence of the
Hotion Picture Alliance was still becoming more and more ineffective. Among
“the other members of the Alliance who have experienced difficulty due to their
anti-Communist stand have been Dick Macauley, who had been able to obtain
only two weeks work since appearing before the House Committee in October

of 1947, and Janes KcUuinness who terminated his relationship with MGM only
three months prior to the time he would have been eligidle for a lifetime
pension. It was reported that his contract was being dissolved by *matual
consent®. Morrie Riskind, s Pulitser prize winner who had previcusly been
mach in demand by the studioo. wes %old in the fall of 1943 by his agent that
he was Fall through® end that his agent had been unable to place Riskind in
the motion plcture industry. BRiskind advised that this situation was having
its effect upon the younger talent in Hollywood inasmuch as they would not
"stick thelr necks out® to fight Communism believing that if they did so, 1
meant that they would get nowhere in the picture business.
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Los Angeles Informant ecalled that when the Alliance vas
first organized several years ago he had besn present at the original meeting
at the Beverly wWilshire Hotel and that David Selsnick happened to be in the
hotel bar that night and that Selsnick had appeared at the organization meeting
and told those present in effect that they were a bunch of sntli-Semites and
that what they were trying to do would split the motiom picture indusiry.=

However, in the spring of 1949 Los Angeles Informant vised
that the geaeral situation in the motion picture industry had resuited inm °
a considerable amount of favorable public opinion toward the Alliance and
that it vas now being recognized and appreciated and that the illiance planned
to lead an industry-wide move in connection with the British situation in
order to protect the American film industry. This plan of attack will point
out that the J. Arthur Bank organization is monopollistic, that the technical
guilds are controlled by the Communists and that the British film industry
would die over night if it were not for the American products being shown
on a "double bill® basis with the British products. The informant was of
the opinion that the Alllance would, with this program, have & stroag appeal
to the producers because "our pitch will affect their pockstbook.®

American Jewish Lesgue Against Communisa

Los Angeles source of i.n.t‘omtion.mii;ﬁ“thgt
the American Jewish League Against Communism 8 at the Beverly

_Hills Hotel on September 15, 1943, with the main speaker being Congreesman

Nixzon< Various-local prominent Jews spoke pointing out the need for people
to rally against Communism. Los Angeles source of information .*
who is Jewish,- reported that approximately 200 individuals were ce
end expressed the opinion that a conslderable amount of good had been done
in the motion picture colony and also of the opinion that the organiszation
would continue to gain in strength. '

Cioens Educational Guild

The above organization was organized late in 1948 and first came
to the attention of the Los Angeles (Qffice on December 9, 1948, when a mass
meeting was held at the El Patio Theater in Hollywood. The advance notice
of the meeting stated that a mystery witness would divulge startling ianforme-
tion at the meeting. Approximately 1100 individuals were in attendance at
this meeting and an unidentified individual who wvas masked appeared and gave
an anti-Communist speech.
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Following ths speaker's talk of approximately an hour, he iatro-
duced Gerald L. K. Smith who spoks for approximately another hour attacking
the motion picture industry for harboring and encouraging Communists. Smith
stated that although he would not be officially connected with the Cinema

Educational Guild. his aorsanisation would ri'r- ite -u'nmrt- Another indiwv-

SRl SaPlls Uwmaatnm S Ve Ve -

idual introduced at this meeting was Hyron Fagan who au‘buqulnt];v furnished
information to the Los Angeles Office that the masked speaker was Daryl
Hutchina, formerly with the National Broadcasting Systesm.

Fagan subsequently furnished information to the Los Angeles Office
indicating that he was the head of the Cinema Educational Guild and that its
menbership was strictly confidential and was for the purpose of fighting
Conmunism. He stated that the Guild would attempt to reach as many segments
of the country's population as possible to educate them in a loglcal manner
as to Communist :l.nﬂltration 1nto the entertainment industry, particularly
motion pictures.

Fagan on several occasions has indicated that his activities are
jnown to and approved by this Bureau. He has been interviewed by Agenis of
the Los Angelea Office and cautioned agalnet making any such statemenis and
has been adviged that the Bureau does not desire that it be mentiocned in any
of his future talks.

On Jamuary 10, 1949, Fegnt again made a talk under the suspices of
the Cinema HEducationmal Guild indicating that a plan was under way to boycoti
pictures which contaln propaganda or with which in any way were coanected
individuals suspected of being Communists or fellow travelers.

wWith_refereance to Fagan, informants have advised that the lotion
Picturo Alllance has no use for Fegan, particularly since he had allied him-
snelf with the Cinema Rducational Guild which the Alliance considered as an
organizat.ion of Gerald L. K. Smith. Los Angeles Informant-dal of the
opinion that the Guild would lack respectability because of 118 association
with Smith.

Anti-Communist Pictures ;nd Flays

"I Married a Communist®

The "Daily Worker® of October 20, 1348, reported that RKO Studies

avin trouble with the story for this nlnfnr. which was nr‘inina‘l"l: achad.

h -
ALh ¥ & ATy FTA VAV AT WMATM WY WEYAG
uled for production in September of 1948, and as a result the story was being
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entirely rewritten. This article stated that if the rewrite was not satis-
factory the plcture might be temporarily or permanently shelved despite tho
fact that Howard Hughes was greatly in favor of 1it.

Los Angeles Inform.n on Novezber 24, and December 8, 1948,
advised that the picture had beeX assigned to Nicholas Ray, a director wha,
had recently come to Hollywood froan the New York area,and that John Cromwell
bad Desn relisved of the assignment. The informant stated that Ray had
associated with persons strongly suspected of Communist coanections, partio=
ularly Joe Losey. The informant was of the opinion that Ray would be no
improvement over Cromwell. The Hollywood Reporter, December 3, 1548, reported
that Paul Lucas was scheduled to de one of the actors in the picture. Los
Angeles Informant stated that in December, 1948, the script was still
being rewritten.

The same informant had previously advised in lovember, 1948, that
Art Coben and James Bdward Grant had been assigned to rewrite the story.
This source described Cohen as a Communistic writer and Grant as a non-Com-
manistic writer. This source elso expressed the opinion that Howard Hughes
of REO had considered this picture as his pet but apparently had not been
watching it too closely or he would not have lst anyone like Cohen write the
screen story. This informant further was of the opinlon that Cohen was attempting
to "jazz up" the script in order to delay it to the point where Hughes would
got disgusted and not make the picture and that both Cohen and Jjohn Cromwell
had been under terrific Communist pressure from their friends in order to get
them to give up their assignments with the picturo.

s Tl Mv_ 4N oo e lee it =& PR S Y & l’!.-..l--- -y e vl

The *Daily worker® of April 12, 1949, stated thal Bughes had announced
that the picture, ®I Married a Communist", would begin production in May, 1949,
and that according to the latest reports lLaraine Day would play one of the
leading roles. This article stated that the hero of the picture was %o be
a San Francisco shipping executive who "unknown to his wife is an ¥BI informer
within the ranks of the Communist Party® and stated that individuals seeking
further details of the plot “should consult J. Edgar Hoover's lurid file
labsled ¢(Bolshevik Beware' and Hitler's 'Mein Kampf'®¥,

Los Angeles Informart SMadvised on April 25, 1949, that the
picture, *I karried a commnist"m actually gone into production as of that
date. The informant advised that Jack Groes is the producer and Bob Stevenson
is the director and that the cast included Robert Ryan, Laraine Day. Janice
Carter and John Agar. The informant advised that the script had been entirely

- rewritten by Robert Andrews and was of the opinion that it was an excellent

script and vas definitely anti-Communist in nature. Hovard Hughes has beea
reported, according to the informant, to be taking a personal interest in the
production of the film.
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- On November 8, 1948, Los Angeles Informt“ilcloud that -
Dore Schary of MGH had discussed the production of a entitled "Vespers
In Vienna® with Edward G. Robinson and that the story was described as anti-~
Communistic in nature. Robinson was wanted in the picturs to portray the
part la the picture of a Communist officer. This source advised that Robinson
had agreed to read the script of the picture which was reportedly taken froa
a Danubian novel by Bruce Marshall and had a strictly anti-Communist thede.

*Yespers In Vieanna®

*Jet Pilot®

On Jamuary 11, 1949, Los Angeles Infomnt'advised that BEKO

~ was considering producing a film under the title of “Jet Pilot* which would

be anti-Communist in nature and concern a woman Soviet agent. This agent

would purportedly land in Alaske claiming that she had epcaped from the Russians
and later turn out to be an espionsge sgent. HNo further informetion has been
received concerning the picture.

*The Red Menace"”

This picture, which is extremely anti-Comsunist in nature, is present-
ly being shown throughout the United States and has been the subject of definite
attacks in both the "Daily Worker" and the "Daily People's World" becauce of
its anti-Communist nature.

The picture was of sufficient importance to the Communist Party
that action was tsken by the "Iaily Worker* itself on June 9, 1949. Haw
York Informsant urnished a one-pege incomplete letter on the stationery
of the "Dally worker® which proposed that every Communist Party club in kew
York City should be advised of the opening of the picture at the iayfalr
Theater, 47th and Broadwey, New York City, on July 2, and that the members
of every Communist Party club should send a post card or letter to the tkeater
protesting the picture and that each club should adopt & resolution against
the picture for publication im the "Dally Worker®, It was also suggested
that a demonstration on the opening night, such as had previously been carried
on against "The Iron Curtain®, might give the film "a crippling send-off®.

®Crossroads For America®

*

An article sppeared in the April 24, 1949, edition of "The Worker®
regarding films being shown by Cinema Sixteen and stating that one of ths
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films shown was "(rossroads For America" which presents Comsunists as the
villains "at the root of industrial and political strife in America®. This
article also indicated that the picture was *the kind .of bogey with which °
monopolistic capitalism today 1s trying to sell imperialist war to the
Anerican people.® ‘

“The Conspirator"®

The *Daily worker%, Jeausry 5, 1949, stated that MGM, during 1949,
would f£ilm abroad the picture known &s “The Conspirator® which the article
described as “anti-Soviet fila ®,

The "Daily Worker® of Karch 22, 1949, in referring to this plcture
stated that it faisely linked the Comrunist Party wiith espionege znd irecason
and that the picture was scheduled to open at the end of April durirg the
trial of the twelve Comminiat leaders.

"Walk A Crooked Mile"*

The “Deily worker® of Cctober 13, 1948, attacked this picture on
the grounds that it repeated the lies of Nazi propaganda end that *it is part
of the lie wachinery used by reaction to teke the American people down the
road to Fasciem....." The lie referred to "is tke one that screems Communists
are murderers and traltors to thair country.?

- .-

®Red Gloves"
"Red Glovea™ is a pley, not a picture, but is anti-Comnmunist in
nature and is therefore being included herein.

*The worker® of Decenmber 7, 1948, attacked this play on the grounds
that the sction was Ybased on the hackneyed slander that the Communist Party
believes in and uses assassination as a politicel weapon.®

The play was agaln attacked in “The Worker" of Dlecember 26, 1948,
when it was described as a cheap red batting play and then stated that®the
Communist Party is not only on record against assassination but is an active
foe of assassination as a politicol weapon and that Marxies uneguivocally
and unqualifiedly rejecte assassination.®

-13 -




Miscellaneous

o ' The ¥Deily Worker* of Octcber 20, 1948, reported that plans to

L " produce the picture *"Confessions of an American Communiet® had been abandoned
and that Columbia Pictures had also called off productioa on the picture

Y "Portrait of an American Commanist®.

o
=]
(-2

...... S, 1049, in ring to “r ting
filna® ltated thnt tho a.nti-Soviot nl- "Russia Al Ve Saw It* had be
titled to "Guilty of Treason®, and that Barsdale Producers intended to do a
picture entitled "Operations Vittlesa® which was described as a red baiting

t film which would be a sequel to *Walk A Crooked Miled,
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_ The article further stated that MGM's film “Storm Over Vienna", 3
which had forrmerly been entitled "The Red Danube®, would be announced for
eihibition during 1949,
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