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INTRCDUCTION

. The Camunist Party has developed an organized body in the motion picture
:Lndustry particularly among the unions and cultural organizations, There are at the
resent time 483 individuals who are or have been identified as Camunists in Holly-
wood. They are either connected with the motion picture industry or the radio in-
dustry. The Cammunistes in the film colony make up a militant and trained group whiet
is endeavoring to propagate the Communist cause through motion pictures.

I. COMMUNIST PARTY MEMBERSHIP IN HOLLYWOOD AND METHQD OF OPERATICN

Al CGMUHIST PARTY WEMBERSHIP IN HOLLYWOCD

_There is set out hereinafter a list of individuals who ‘ares or have been
“identified as Communists in Hollywood, Cilifcrnia. These individpals are for the -
most part members of the Conmunist Party and were formerly members of the Communist
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ﬂr a! sections are comI pom (?) viduals smployed either in the motion pict.ure

industry or in the radio industry. This list also contains the names of individuals

-~ who are known Communist Party members or were formerly manbers of tha Cmunist Po~_
1itical Association. Their anployment -

dicated by information oplaine

T+ w111 ha notad tha 'Pn11n'irm thae namas of
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th
appears six columms. A4 brief paragraph explaining each of these columns is be
set out prior to the list to describe completely the information set out in the list
of individuals identified as Camunists in Hollywood.

I. MEMPER COMMUNIST POLITICAL ASSOCIATION, AUGUST, 19LlL.

An I 'ﬂl appear on the 1ist undcr Roman Nmeral I when t.he 1ndividual
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II. MEMBER CGMMUNIST POLTTICAL ASSOCIATION, JANUARY 8, 19LS.

- Under column Roman Numeral II an X will appeariwhen ths individualts
nape was found on the records of the Northwest Section of the Comm P
Association in Hollywo 8

ITI. MEMBER CGMUNIST POLITICAL Assocnnm, m'is, 1945, Cos .
In the column headed by Roman Numeral III an I will appear following the

IV, MPMBER CQMXUNIST POLITICAL ASSOCIATION, FEBRUARY 26, 19L5.
Under the column captioned Roman Fumeral IV an X will appear following th

' V. MBIEFR CQMMUNIST PE!.S.A., NOVEMBER 19, 19L5.

: As you will recall the Communist Political dssociation was dissolved in tl
sumer of 1945 and subsequently the undertoo er th
~ reconstituted unist Party, U.S.A.
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Roman Numeral Ve It should be pointed out that this was the last occasion

!ﬂe ﬂentirica.tions efrect.a Eva been indicat; ty an X under the column b:ﬁ?
access was had to the records o cultural section of unist Part (‘J

An X w11l appear under column captioned Roman Nuneral VI following tho
pame of an individual who has been Mmtiﬁed as a nanbe.r of tho -.g m

with the motion picture and ra.dio :l.ndustry by reliable oonrideutial informants uﬂ

be indicated under column VI by setting out th~ name of the confidential informant
who &0 identified the individual in question. : .

- t shonld be pointed out
that rel e pa o ent 0 who is a member of the
Communist Party in Los Angeles, stated tha exander, the technical as-

sistant to Harold Roberts, county membership director, ﬁtaiﬁ imn
county records® the los Angeles

pit 14 i T O ¥ v W=
A.dgma, Alice |
, o -Adams, Cbariotte . . __ _ b S -
o7 Sr-Adams, Jobn | .v S
:"mer,m,mm I X X x*:w_
Roeenfeld . Tz
Albert, Doris X X xr x
Albert, Saal I I X b G ¢

#Tear rollcn'ing nace of informant reflects year in which intbi,ation was" ob't-tinod

o ese e ﬂ“"
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NAYE

Alexander, Muriel
Alland, Bill
men, Dede
Altman, Mischa
_ Ames ’;EPb?It
Anderson, Charles
~ Atkins, Frances
Auérbach,— Leonard
.- A!’-lasi, Dorothy
Atlas;, Leopold
Auprey, Will
Babb, Dorothy

Babb, Sonors

Zackus, Georgia, aka lrs.
Herman Alexander

~ Barzman, Ben
Barzman, Norma

- Baumfeld, Frances

% Beck, George

1 4..”.;?. s "
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" Bela, Nicholas
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NAME
Benedict, Les (Len)
Bengal, Ben
Bennett, Margaret
) _Benoff;,__‘.\hq_
Bercovici, Frances
" Bercovici, Leonarde
Bergman, ﬁelma.r
i Be'rkeley, Hartin
Berkman, _Morris
Bernardi, Harold
| Bernsoh, Qeorge
‘Berry, Gladys
Berry, Jack
ﬁessie, Alvah

Bessie, Helen

- peverly, Helen, aka Helen Cobb

... piberman, Edward

|

* _Biberman, Herbert

2-- -

" pilberman, Iibbie

‘aveeg 4wy

Billings, Harry
Birnkrant, Arthur
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Birquist, Lillian X X
Blair, Mary
Blake, Barbara
. _Blaka,;jaglusa . ot
Blake, William
" Blanchard, Robert X
MGD, Leo E
~Blankfort, Henry X X
Blobena, Louise
Bloch, Kalmon X
Blowitz, Bill X X
Bohnen, HKoman X X
Bollory, Janna
Bordazes, Asa X
Boretz, Allen X X
~ Boxer, Herman X X
Brackenrush, Louis
" “Brand, Phoebe, aka Phoebs S ¢
- Carnovsky
E Mdt, Louls
Brandt, Janet
Braun, Irwin X X
-b -

I m Y ¥Ix
X X X
. _
X
X
o~
X
X

X X
X X
X X
X
x X
X X X
X
X X X
I X X
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Bridges, Dorothy
Bridges, Lloyd
Brodine, Russell

Bromberg, Joseph

- - Bronsomn, Talter

Browda, Kaurice
Brown, Virginia
Browner; Selma
" Buchman, Harold
Buchman, Sidney
Bunin, Lew
Burns, Jessie
Burrows, Abraham
Burton, Frank
Burton, Val
Butler, Hugo

. Butler, Jean

 Byrd, Willie B.

~ Cameron, Russell
E:arnovsky, Yorris
Caro, Jacobino
Carter, George

Casetta, Mario

I

b,
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Casson, April (possibly Gasson)
Chamberlain, Eoward

Chandler, Jerry

Chanin, Gerry, aka Gerry
Schlein

- e e - — -

Chapman, Clarise
" Chapman, Thomas
Child, Yellise
--Ch:iaplieb, Don
Clark; Angela
Clark, Maurice
Clarke, David GC.
Clayton, Roger
Cobb, Helen (Helen Beverly)
Cobb, Lee
Cohen, Palph
 Coke, Dalton T.
.-Cole, Beatrice
" " .Cole, Lester -
'-%_Ti;figjﬁoles, ¥at |
Collins, Iinda
Collins, Richard

Collis, James

-
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Colsen, iiartha

Comingore, Dorothy (ILinda
Collins)

Compinsky, Dorothy
Compinsky, Manuel
Coodley, Ted ~

Corey, Ceorge

‘Coyle, Foyd E.

Dagzett, Charles
liaigle, Alfred
Danforth, Helen
Davis, Florence
Davis, Norma
Davis, Phil
Davis, Sid
Decker, Bonnie
De Silve, Howard

Dassin, Jules

e - —Dessau, Paul -

. : .Deutsch, Helen

De Vincent, Micohel J.
Di Fiore, Lina
DMmondstein, Marion

Dimondstein; Morton

I mUm

X X X

X X

X

X X
X X

X

X I X
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X -
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Dimsdale, Howard X X
Dix, Marian Lloyd X
ﬁmy‘bryk, Edward X b4 X X

Drdlik, Frank X

.. . _ Duignan, Ruth_ B

[

Egssan, Paul
Eastes, larry
Ea;stmaxi, .Kary Lou

-~ Edgley, Leslie (Yegro)

Eldridge, Florence (lrs.
- Frederic Yarch)

Elfman, Sam

Eliscu, Edward : X X X X X
Elliott, Faith X I X
£llis, Rayme . X
Ellis, Xary Jo I X X X
Elwood, Matilda X
- Endore, Guy ¥ X X I X
. . Enfield, Cyriz . . .. X X X. X X-
l ‘f Englander, liargaret X X X X X __X_

T LoTITt
Erwin, LeRoy F., Jr. S ¢
Evans, Charles ' D ¢
Exley, Donald X

Exley, Ruth - . R <5

e e - — ————
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Faragoh, Elizabeth
Farmer, Dick
Farmer, Virginia
Feher, Milton
. _Feltbe-rla Walter

Fielding, Zruce

" Firedman, Frances
Fléischmhﬁ, Steve

“Fletcher, Blair
Foray, June
Frank, Anne Lhay

Freund, Burton

Froelich, Anne, aka krs., Fhilip

Taylor
Fuller, Lester
Garrett, Betty
Gersh, Phillip
l'Gibson, Julie

— —Tilbert, Ed

E é;ﬁubert, Frances
7Gilbert, Jody
Glass, Ned
Goff, Lloyd

Goldberg, iartha

pre
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X X X
X X
p 4
X X X
X
X >4 X
x X
x I
X- X X
X X X
- T
X X X =
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| NAME

Goldblatt, Harriet

Golub, Nathan
Goodwin, Finley
Gordon, Bernard
_E}ordon#__l_)org_
Gordon, Jullan
" Gorney, Jay
Gorhey, Saﬁdra
-Graff, Freddy
Granai';a, Edward P.
Grant, David

Crant, Horton
Grau, Cilbert

Gray, william

Green, Anna, aka Ann Koch

Green, Eunice

| ‘Greenberg, lester

.-~ —QGreenberg, Rosalie
. Grennard, Elliot

Gross, Jennie

grumes, Albert

Cuilford, Jack

Hammer, Al

O ¢
X
X
x e

X X
X X
X X
X X
X X
X X
X
X
I X
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Hammer, Bea X X
Harper, Annette X X X X X
Harris, Louis X X X X X

Helford, Norris

R

* * ~ Hellgreen, George

Hellgreen, Nora

Herman, Muriel

Mok b B

Hilberman, Libbie
" Holland, Tom X X X

Holmes, Ellen

Holzer, Herbert M.

I S o

Hood, Edward P
Horne, Victoria X X- X X
House, Mary X
TTovey, Constance X
- Hovey, Serge X

— .—_-Hovey, Tamara B b4

T . T B
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__Hubley, Claudia X
Hughes, Lerle 1 X
Hughes, R. X
Idriss, Ramiz X X X
Inge, Joe : : -
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Ingram, Rex X

P4

Irwin, Leslie . X
Jackson, John
James, Dan X

.. _James,.Iillith _ X -

b I B B o
e

Jarrico, Paul X X
Jarrico, Sylvia X
Jas;per, Henlen X T X

~Jasper, Marjorie X
Jones, Keith X
Jones, M. X
Kadish, Ben X X X p ¢ X
Kahn, Cordon X - X X X X
¥atz, nelen X X X

Kaufman, Oliver

Keran, Chuck

- Kerwin, Jeanne

Killian, Victor _ X

— - b m——— —

r . iKing, Den X

VI VER VI |

MOB b M
MOoM M M

" Kraft, Hyman
: Kraenow, Ben

Lamar, Truman

g

landers, Harry

Lang, David : B ¢

L LI
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-I.ardner, fing, Jre.
Larkin, Katherine
Lauay, Phyliss
lawson, John Howard
_ lawrence, Harc .
Lee, Canada
" Lee, Sandra
Leeé, Robeft
~Lemnart, Isabel
lenzen, liriam
Lessner, Herbert
Levy, Melvin
Lewis, Harvey
Lewis, Herbert Clyde
Leyda, Jay
Lloyd, Norman
Logan, Eumphrey

MacClelland, Ken

_,inugh, Kitty‘

" #apNeil, Allan D.

McVeigh, Paul
Maes, Simone
Mahler, lillie

Maltz, Albert

1z
X X
X X
X X -
X
X
X X
X X
X X
X X
X
X
X

X X
X p 4
b 4 b ¢
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Manoff, Armold X X X
Mann, Hack
Mann, Winnie
March, Frederic

~ " Jarchionni, Charles =t
_ tiarlowe, brian X X X
Méson, Esta r X
"Hattison, Hathew
Mayer, Ray X X
Meadow, Leon
Mendelssolm, lafcadio
Menkes, Gertrude
denkin, Lawrence
¥iller, John X X
ller, Patricia X X X
giller, Virginia
'Jillholland, Charles X X X
] ",::—,‘__:jhchel, “Florence R ST ¢ X -
- %ﬂj.echel, Joseph - . X X X
ﬁMorgan, Joe
Moore, Irving X X
Morley, Hank
Morley, Xaren aka Karen Vicor X ‘ X
S -16 - -3

X
X
X
b ¢
X
X
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" Pederson, Peter
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Moss, Jack X
Mullen, Virginia
Yurphy, liaurice
Liyers, Al

‘Meyeris_,_ Birbar.ar

Yyers , Henry

- Nelson, Ruth

Mope M

Nicholas, Geraldine
.. O'Flaherty, Z. B.

Ofi‘m;.r', Herbert X

Oranata, Edward S.

Orme, Rosemary S.

Ornitz, Sam X

Paige, Clinton

Palastky, A.

Paley, Stanley

Parker, Lillian

Parks, Larry X

““‘pael, Spencer

Pelleti, John V.
Perlin, Paul X
Peters, John

Philips, Pegzy

II Il

- ST
X X
X X
.. X
X X
X X
- '.x X
X X
X X
X 4
X X
X

Iy ! VIx

X X
X
X
X
. .
X
X X
X
X
X
X
X X
X
X
X
X X
S
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X
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HANE

Pine, Les
Pinney, Ted
Placet, Kermit

Polonsky, Abraham

__Powell, Homer _

Frager, Stanley

" Pratt, Carolyn

Privel, Tucien

- Ra,gsda_tle, Byron Young
Ragsdgle, Lacalls W.
Rapf, Maurice
Ravetch, Irving
Reed, Valerie

Keid, Arnold

Revel, Elaine
Revere, Anne

_ Reynolds, Jack

Richards, Robert L.

) _'T%ﬁ.éhar'dson, Carolyn
. ~fdchardson, Melonie

Richardson, William L.
Rinaldo, Frederic

Ripps, Harry

+
i

1 om i
X X X
x -x X
X X X
X X
X X X
X X
X X
X X
X b 4
X X
X X
X X
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River, Joerney
River, W. L.
Roberts, Stanley

Robinson, Earl

Tobingon, Hdward G.

Robinson, Jerry
Rbbison,_ Pavid
Rohl, Anita

' Rc;hl , Dave
Rolfe, Ed
Roma, *argrit
Pomano, Amelia
Tomanc, wary
Roth, Esther
Roth, Henry

Roth, Eichard

- Rossen, Robert

— .....Rotstein, Herman

FRoussea, Loulse
Rubane, B.
Rudnick, Stella
fusidn, B.

Ruskin, Shimen

Wan ) Tmlph

1)

I X
X X
X X

X
X X
X X
X X-
X X

X
X X
X X
X . X
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. _Sandell, George
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Sak, Cus X
Salt, Valdo X

Samuels, Murray X

Lo

Sandell, Bea X

T S I T

Sanford, John X

L rt% Mo M

" Sanford, :arguerite X

I S . T o B B

Saul, Cscar X

ko

~-Saylin, Harceila X
Schaftel, George X X

Schneider, Paul X
Schoenfeld, Ben.ard. X
Schuelberg, Virginia X X X

Schuler, Dorothy X
Schwartz, Zack X
Scott, Adrian X X X X X

. Seffinger, Ben X

g
2
5
B |
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M B2 M M
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Short, Robin
Siegel, Sam
Simmons, Like

Sklar, George

_ _Smith, Art_ |

Smith, Corinne

Smith, Edward, was Israel

G

Malensky

Smith, Harold
- Sn;ith‘; James
Szith, Lita

Smith, Kilton
Smith, Ralph
Sniffin, Jane
érvder, ¥ike
Solomon, Jack

Solomon, Louis

“Sondergaard, Gale, aka Lrs.
Herbert Biberman

orrell, Herbert K.

i

Spencer, Helen k.

Spencer, Ray
Stesle, Dorothy

-Stein, Philip
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stwenson, Philip
Stewart, Gordon
Stillman, Sam

Stone, George

. _ Strauss, Thepdore

Sullivan, Slenda
" raffel, Sess
Tanrier, Haﬁ
“Tarcai, lary
Tarloff, Frank
Thery, Jacques
Thomas, George H.
Tolins, Natalie
Towhin, Cyril
Townsend, Leo
Trabin, Rosabelle
‘Trabue, Narion

Tree, Dorothy

=~ qrivers, Paul
~ “riunbo, Dalton

Turner, Jeanne
Tuttle, Frank
Tuttle, Xaren
Urban, Faul

Uris, Michael

P

IH

II Il
X
X
X X
X X
X I
X X
X X
X
X X
X
r X
f X
r X
X
p 4
X =

Mo

v
X
x
X
x 2 o
X
X
X
X
X
x
X
X
X
X
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e ¢
X
e
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Urme, Fosemary S.
Valz, (or Volz), Raddie
Vandermenlen, Harry

Van Der Kar, Joseph

. _ Van Sickle, .Iuth

Viertel, Virginia
Villard, Paul
Vince:t, Hark
Virgo, Jean
Virgo, Peter
Wakestein, Hy
Halden, Alexander
Walker, Thelma
Walper, Norman
Ware, Eugene
Warren, Lucy
Washington, Norma

Watts, #illiam

!;o't)er,‘. John ¥rs.

"*;ﬁébstar, Sherman B.
HWeil, Richard
Weiner, Herman
Weintraub, Al
Wexley, John

1 I
X
X X
X X
X X
X X
X
X
X
X X
X X
X
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X
X
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X
X
X
X
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X
X
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X -
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Wwhite, Isidore
Whitman, Ernest
Whitney, lynn
Tilcox, Pamela
-”.’Iilliams, Zob

williams, Frances

'ﬁilher, Géorge

.Wilner, Tiba Carlin

Wilson, Alice
Winchell, Prentiss
Winters, Bea
Uroblewski, liary
Yaris, Buddy
Yarrick, Yaia
Tubave, Corrine

Yurden, Clay

- -Z2eller, David

(1]

1 m

X b4

X X

X., X

X X
X

X X
X
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.- --w¥ear following name of informant reflects year in which infor;nation was obtained.
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B. -HETHOD OF OPERATION

_ positiansg im the field of writing and directing. The majority of these people,

-
{ LEN
i

As a part of the general program of 8 netration into the mo~
tion picture industry Confidential Informanm of the Los Angeles
Office has reported that the Commnist Party tolisiaerea vne importation of known
pro=-Communist individuals into the Poll:rwood area of great signiﬁcance. A large
percentaze of such individuals have been brought into Hollywood commencing in
1935 through 154L. Hany of these individuals were European refugees who came to

this country following the rise of Nazism in Furope and were employed in reliable

although not openly admitted members of the Communist Party, have shown a sympathy
to the Commnist cause or have moved in Communist circles in the motion picture
industry. Among the exiled refugees prominent in pro-Soviet and Commmist circles
in Hollywood is Hanns Eisler., Hanns Eisler is the brother of Gerhardt Eisler who
was recently convicted on contempt of Congress, Hanns Eisler has been the sub-
ject of an un-American Activities Commitfee inquiry into the motion picture in-
dustr:,f. Hanns Eisler has an extensive record of Soviet and Commmnist affiliations
dboth in the United States and Europe which had been brought to your attention in.
a separate memorandum dated March 7, 1947.

Confidential Ini‘omnt*prwmed information in-
dicating that the Communists have recently lost cround to some extent in the trade

union field because of the failure of the strike of the Conference of Studio Unions,
He indicated, however, that the Communists have more than made up lor their failure
by having many of their sympathizers placed in high executive vositions such as
directors and writers. Her elated that this latter {ype of penetration is more
insidious because of the reputations and influence gained by those elevated in

this manner. An outstanding example was the appoimtment of Dore Schary to be
Director of all production at FKO Studios. ur. Schary has followed the Communist
Party line for many years, has engaged in the activities of and supported a number
of Communist influenced organizations. Informant has related that his im-
portant position affords him complete protection against any charge by sn outsider
that he bas been involved in ist activity. This pattern appears to be
followed closely, according to and extends throughout the industry, tending
to make it somewhat sacred for afly criticism of & definite or specific nature.

_ Other individuals of this type who have been elevated to key positions in the in-

Mustry include the following:

. 4
- -
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MacDougall, Ranald ~ Made producer by Warner Bros.,
Kurnitz, Harry - Associate Producer wit.h ¥ary Pickford and Lester Cowan
Kanin, Garson - Producer with Universal-International

-Caspary, Vera - Long-term writer with Eagle-Lion SxRET

Sperling, lfilton - Producer, Warner Eros.

- - =~ Kazan; Elia - Director, signed b Daxrryl Zamuck, Twentieth éentury-Fox "t -

Traube, _Shepard = Signed as Director for RKO
Rossen, Lobert - Director, RKO
. Herbert, F.- Hugh - Dir-ectof, ‘ﬁféﬁt.ieth Century-Fox
Koenig, Lester - Producer, Iiberty Films, William Wyler Productions '~

Kelly, Gene - MGM Studiocs announced that he will soon be made a
: director for that firm.

Informant nas stated that there has veen a noticeavle change
take place in the g tactical lines and methods of operstion of the Communist
Party in the film industry. He stated that this is apparently due to the wave
of exposures of individual Communists and Communist Party line followers in govern-
mental and other circles as a part of the broad campaign of the attack now being
waged on Commmnism, There has resulted in the Commnist Party a change in ite
methods of operation and tactice to meet these conditions. He stated that some
of the former outspoken leaders of the Commurists, as well as Communist sympathizers,
have been drawn hack to less important positions and have less to say openly in
Communist affuirs, while those who have not been so active or so well known have
“been forced to the front to carry on the program, not as Comminists but camou-

flaged as Wliberals" and "progressives.,"

e related that these Communists are even boring within the anti-Communi

. _movement With the object in view of taking over the movement and directing it to

- ~-Jess harmful channels, the result being that Communists are attacking themselves

but not sufficiently vigorous enough to basically harm themselves or their movement.
Be related that these are all a part of the tactics which were laid down at the

Leninist S nst Tactics.® It should be pointed out that this
Informant is a former member of the Commmunist Party and con-
sequently onsideran.ie ledge of the Communist movement, its strategy and

. tacticse, ) . )
- - T o)
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stated that it is becoming more and more apparent that the Com-
mnists are using permanent sympathizers in the motion picture industry to rurther
their policies., He stated that by using these persons of high standing and

influence the Oommunist PR?""V hnppg +n cover up these individualet real Commmist

connections. He continued by stating that the following top producers over a -
period of years not only employed Commnists and Commnist sympathizers some -
of whom were notoriously known but have protected them whenever their names
"~ or reputations have been exposed to public notice: David Selznick, Samel Goldwyn,

VWarner Brothers, Charles Chaplin, and Walter Wianger. He further analyzed the

-- - present Witmation by relating that producees in the motion picture industry -
could clean up the Communist movement if they saw fit, stating that up uniil very
recently there was no recorded instance where the Hollywood motion picture industry
-or any of its top influential leaders have ever denounced Commnism or Commmnists
publicly, Basically, he said they are "Internationalista."™ Decause of this the
activity of the Communists and their sympathizers, who do the real work for the
Comrmnist cause, increases day by day witn added influence in all departments of
the motion picture industry.

- -27-
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11. COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF LABOR GROUPS

ol Confidential Informant of the geles Office, who
was & menmber ¢f the Comrunist Party from mtil and wvho
has been active in the motion picture indusiry for a considerable pe y Teported

that in 1934 the Communist Party realized the propaganda possidilities in the motie:
picture field and decided to move into the motion picture industry. He related that
in the epring of 1935 direct orders came down in mimeogrgphed form from the top

structure of the Communist Party, USA, ¢t¢ all units in the Los Angeles area instruct
them to intensify and concentrate their activities on Hollywood and the motion picty
industry. This directive emphasized the fact that Communists must try to capture ti
labor unions and pointed out that if thie were done, the mnions could de of tremends
service in infiusncing the type of plctures pr apd thus serving the Communist
414 not furnish this informatic
eographed form-referred to by hi

to the Bureau until 1942 and, consequently, thi
is not avallable. T

- ﬂ!ltstod that iz the sarly days of the motion picture industry
there a ently was no consistency in the ladbor organizational set-~up. The
principal active labor organization was the International Alliance of Theatrical

_Stage Ixployees (IATSE).

ternatio liance of Theat Stage J e

Confidential Informant H reported that this was an autonomous group of
2ocel labor uwnions 1deptified wi e Aserican Federation of Labor, The Iaternati:
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees'! jurisdiction was recognized as the only unic
erganization in Hollywood for a number of years, However, on two occasions, in 192
1933, respectively, strikes were called by this organisation which were completsly
vosuccoessful. In each case the striks was the result of a jurisdictional dispute m
was broken by members of outside uniocna entering the field as strikebreakers.

related that thess unsuccessful strikes drought about a very chaotic condition
labor field in 1933 which caused many of the workers ¢to lose confidence in the Amer!
Tederation of Labor (AYL)e 4s a result, the Communist Party hsd little difficulty !
moving into the unorganiszed field with the Motion Pieture Workers Industrial Union.

tion Pictur rkers 1

womta'::tod that this was an independent group completely
under the control o st elemonts and taking orders directly from local Jomzu

— —Party lealders. In the short time between the creatiecn of this wnion in January of !

-an2 April of 1935 it had obtained & large mumber of members and wasz well on its way

_.hecoring the leading union in Hollywood, However, about that time instructions wen
“+odnt out by the Central Committes of the Commmist Party that the Farty had changed

1ine from that of advocating the creation of separate mmions under Jommunist contro:
that of affiliating with existing unions with the hope of taking over the comtrel o
these groups. In Hollywood the Communigt activity was directed at affiliating with
ATL groups., These instructions called for the liquidation of all independent wnion
and their members sent in to the AFL uniocns. This policy was followed by the Notlia
Picture Workers Industrial Union which resulted in the gradual disintegration of b
wnion, It was officially dissolved in Tebruary of 1936, _.a{:,
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during this same period i;ho CIO was being organiszed by John

According to’
L. Levis and several attempts were made by the CI0 to orgzanize in the motion picturs .
industry. There were at that time approximatsly 25 labor unions of wvarious types in

balance were independent unions.
the president of the Studio Paint

the motion picture industry. Soms i these

were effiliated with the AFL apd the

stated that in 1937 Eerbert X, Sorrell bocamo ’
ocal 644 of the International Brotherhood of -

Painters, Decorators, and Paperhangers of America, A¥L. This union was a newly
activated ATL group. Sorrell soon became the leader of the Commwunist factions among
Hollywood labor circles, After he had developed the leasders of a number of locals
which had strong Communist factions in them, he moved to set up an organization which
would tis all the locals into one body under his domination, Consequently, in the fal
of 1941 the Conference of Studio Unions was formed.

With regard to Herbert K. Sorrell, jt should be pointed out that the Les ..

- Angelei DIfIce feceived from Tom Cavitt, & representative of the Tenney Committee
investigating un=American activities on behalf of the California State Legislature,
a receipt for a Commmist Party membership {Book No. 60622) with the signature "Herd
- Stewart."® The Los Angeles Fileld Division alsc has in its files a photostatic copy of
1938 registration blank which indicates that the Party name, Herbert Stewart, was

assigned -Coxmunist Party Book Ho. 60622, - t Pa
his was obtained from Informan
gshed to the Bureau's Te . .-

California. These documents wers
orajory together with known handwriting specizens of Herbert K. Sorrell. The Bures

Laboratory identified Sorrell's handwriting with that on the photostatic copy of the 1

Teglstratl
Informant

Hollywood motion picture industry,

Conference of Studio Union

Confidential Informant

ank and the photographic cepy of the membership deok receipt. Confident
has identified Sorrell as the leader of the Commmist contralléd tinions in

There is no current information reflecting that
Sorrell is at the present tize a member of the Communist Party,

refers

to this group as a small compact

organisation composed of delegates or representatives of a bloc of lador unions in the
Hollywood motion picture industry which is under the control of the Communist Party

operating through its members in those unions which have captured key pesitions. It h
further been described as & Hollywood studio labor group to act as the control and ste
conmittes which coordicates and directs Communist union activities, looking voward the

Conference of Studio Unlons, according to

is the organisation upon which the

taking over of all studioc workers and thoil unions into the Communist Party orbdit, Z2h

Gomxunist Party relies for eventual complets domination of motion picture unions,

wem——- - - Phe unions which at present compose the Conference of Studio Unions are as

followst It will be noted that of the sleven umnions listed, Sen are associated with

“r{,.

docal

Screen Set ﬁlip-rl
Local 1421, ATL

Soreen Publicists Gulld
Local 1489, AYL

& Seatd
Brotherhood of Painters, Decoraters,
and Fapesrhangers of America

Brotherhoed of Falaters, Decorators,
- and’ Paperhangers ofMu : 1 d 6/

~—— .
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Screen Story Analyst Cuild
Tocal 1488, AFL

Sereen Cartoonists Guild
Locel 852, AFL

¥oving Picture Painters and
Scenic Artists, local 644, AFL

Special Officers and Guards
Local 193, AFL

Building : Sernca Employees

" logal 278, AFL

Studio Carpenters

Studio Electrical Workers
Local 40, AFL

-

" Studdio Sheet Metal Workers

Iocal 108, AFL

Studio Machinists
Local Cinema Lodge 1185

Parent Organizaticn

Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators,
and Paperhangers of America

Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators,
and Paperhangers of America

Brotherhood of Psinters, Decorators,
and Paperhangers of America

Building Service Employees P”-T
International Union _ : i\

Building Service Employees ~ - ..
Infernational Union o

United Brotherhood of Carpenters

and Joiners of America

.Imternational Brotherhood of

Eleetrical Workers

Studio Metal Workers International
Union

International Associstion of
Machinists

q related that since the origin of the Conference of Studio Unions,
several strikes have developed in the motion pleture industry which basically were the

~result of jJurisdictional disputes between the Commmunist bloc or Conference of Studio

Unions and the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees under the leadership

of Richard Walsh, international president.

merning these strikes narticipated in by the Conference of Studio Unions,
T v P A b

hoae AaAdwliond dlhond dhow wama mad Toasdddmonds Toahaw Idoceedk o= P, Ry,

J.&I.LUI.HB-IIU lieH SLWVYLOTU Wiav WhCY

strikes by a group of Commnist
as an excuse to ereate a strike.

WOLT liWy LADELVLIRUTS LEBUJUI UlBpuuvEd mu ravior

ed local unions using the question of jurisidictic
stated that these disputes have been attempts by

the Commnist element to disrupt the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Ermployees
and that the Comunist issue was usuvally the question around which the dispute revolved

- rather than the usual issue of wages, hours, or working eonditions, - -He related that

Herbert K. Sorrell, head of the Conference of Studio Unions, received the support of the

Commnist Party locals in these jurisdictional disputes, e

" & teu mRaa

-z -v; -

Informant BB re1ated that on March 12, 1945, & jurisdictions] a‘q.?y‘ between

the Conference of Stud!o Unlons and the mt-ernational Allianc of Theatrical Stage
Employees precipitated & strike which was purely political in character ard was an

attempt on the part of the Conference of 3tudio Uni
of Theatrical Stage Employees unions in Hollywood,

break the International Alliance
contimed that from March 12, 194!

until July 28 the Communist Party line in the United States was one, of collaboration whie

had been adopted at the time Russis was invaded by Germany in %?"1941.

=30 -
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view of this, the Gomuniat Party did not take an active part in this strike.
However, on July 2€, 1945, the Communist Political Associstion reverted to the
tenets of the C Party, USA, and elected William Z. Foster as the new
nationzl chairman. related that on this occasion.the Party announaed
that it would relinquish its Browder revisionist policies and return to thei™.
basic Marxist~Leninist principless Immediately after the change in the Party-
line, the Communist press began to support the strike and the Communist Farty
in ILos Angeles began to issue leaflets through its various brenches calling on
the workers to man the picket lines in the sirike. According to'Informant

At was obvicus that the Communist PRaxiy and its members were whipping
situation toward the violent stage. lLuring October of 1945 mumerous
individuals were injured and violence reached such & pitch that the public and
traffic were not permitted in the vicinity of Warner Brothers Studio. This

/

_8trike was settled on October 29, 1945, when an agreement was reached between

high AFL union officials and Eric Johnston of the Lotion Plcture Producers
Association. .

Confidential momnt_mmveu that the real purpose of the
Conference of Studio Unions was Mld; first, the union desired to keep
the genmerzal labor situation agitated in lidne wi'r.h the Communist Party program
of creating confusion in the United States; and, secondly, to maintain intact
tbe leadership of Herbert K. Sorrell.

1 - &3 ]
uil.5 8trike was again a pureiy Ju.s-a.aua-c tional matier VeITIa LValla.l

Alliance of Theatrical Stage Zmployees and the Conference of Studlo Unions.

They stated that this was merely a continuation of the previcus strike in 1945
which lasted for some eight months, This strike resulted in numerous strikers
and union leaders being arrested in Ios Angeles. The strikers picketing the
studios were arrested for violating the Superior Court!s injunction which pro-
hibited mass picketing and the Conference of Studlo Unions! leaders were arrested
on charges of criminal conspiracy.

The Los Angeles Times for Jamary '7 lQL'?. reflacted that on November

.22, 1946, the following individuals were indicted by a Los Angeles County

Grand Jury for felonious conspiracy: Herbert K. Sorrell, President of the Con-
" ference of Studio Unions; Matthew Mattison, Business Lgent for the Screen

- 'Story Analyst Guild; James Skelton, Studio Carpenters Local 946 and Chairman

of the Strike Strategy Committee; Averill Berman, Radio Coementator; Norval
Crutcher, Secretary-ireasurer of the Intermationsl Alliance of Theatrical Stage
Employees, Local 683; Russell L. McEnight of Local Union 683, Laboratory
Technicians, IATSE; John R. kartin, Local Urnion 683; Laboratory Technicians,
IATSE; Roy Tinadall International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, lLocal
Union I.D, Frank Drdlik of the Set Decorstors, Local 1421 and Carl Hsad Studio
Painters, Local 644yAndrew lawless; Louis Whitman; Ray Higby‘, i:mt! Edward. Gﬂ;gz.
. .;‘ s“ .

With the exceptidn of Andrew lLawless, Louis lhihan Ray H:l.gb

_Edward Gilbert all of thn abovo-li.sted mdividuala who weare 1ndic‘tod for
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felonlous conspiracy have been identified by Confldential Infomanb- eaders
of the Communist faction within the Hollywood Studio Crafts and Unions. stated
that they are all spokesmen together with Sorrell for the program of the Compunist
Party. In addition, Averill Berman, radio commentator, has been identified as a
former member of the Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee for the Arts, Sciences
and Professions, a Communist influenced group, and a speaker before a gathering of

the Amarican Youth for Lemocracy according to the Peoplatfs World of Septembar 22

1946. On November 23, 1946 the 812 individuals who were arrested in con;junct.ion wit
the mass picketing wh:l.ch was in viclation of the Superior Court injunction were each
released on {50.,00 bond. The pending court action against the at.rikers and leaders
had not been settled as of July 8, 1947.

; ~Phe -6onference of Studio Unions has 2lso been spreading its :j.n.fluence into --
t.he radio field through an alliance with ancther group of like nature which was
recently formed. This new bloc of unions is known as the Council of Radic Unions.
An organizational meetinz of the new group of Radio Unions was held on November 21,
1946, in Hollywood. Composing this preliminary bloc of unions are the following:

Radio Writers Guild Awerican’ Pederation of Nusicians, Local 47
Radioc Directors Guild American Federation of Radio Artists

8 group announced
liation with onference ol Studlo Unions. Commenting on this alliance,
stated that this would be a most effective weapon (for the unions involved)

“because of the close affinity existing between the motion picture industry and the
radio industry.

Screen writers Guild

The ¥otion Picture Alamanac for 1942 and 1943 reflected that the Screen
Writers Guild was ap affiliate of the Authors Lsague of imerica, Inc. The Hollywood
Press Times ior November 10, 1944, reflscted that the Screen Writer ild was orga-
nized in 1933 in the Hollywood motion picture industry. Informant has reported
that this was one of the 111‘8‘!‘. unions in the cut.u.ﬁ.l i’ielﬁ to come unaar "I'nhé 1n1.|.msn
of Comrunists in Hollywood. He related that among the original organizers were John
Howard Iawson, Samuel Ormitz, and Guy Endore. These individuals who have been identl
fied as Ccmmum.sts are referred to in Section I ¢ this memorendum where their Com-

‘punist affiliations are set forth. According to John Howard ILawson, Robert

~—Rossen, Lester Cole, Hugo Butler, Waldo Salt, and Ming lardner, Jr., are among the

. lsading Communists in the Ouild whe have been most influential in the forming of its

) - ~policies. All of these individuals have been identified as Commmunists and their

Communist affilistions are set out in Section Y of this memorandum.

According to the organizationts official publication mm of 1945 there
were approximately 13,000 members of the Sereen Writers Guild. Of this number about
100 w fied as Comm tha ¢ ough th n obtalne

£58 LN
jnSoctionIoft.h.i

w

are s aff te motion picture industry are
memorandum. JIn addition, a great many others, according to

‘were associa
Communists reported to be sympathetic to Communist 1deologies and/or mmbers of’ 0'7
Cnmunist fron-b nmnlzatinns. .
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However, in order to show the true significance of these £i

necessary o consider the reports of su.ch confidential informants as

iotion Pictur- ITiance for the Pressrvation oY
m having been Tormed to opposs Comxunist influence
in the motion pieture industry during February of 1944, These informants have stated
that the Screen Writers Guild is actually controlled and operated by between and
300 menbers who take an_ active interest in the work of the organiszation. As heo¥,

clarification of these figures, it was notad that ia Jamuary of 1546 the "Screer veilid

the official publication of the Screen Writers (uild, contained a report reflecting th
there vere 1317 members of the Screen Writers Guild, The report classified 972 member
as being attive and 345 as assoclate membders, The assoclate members were i1dantified

as writers who have been elevated to directorships or producerships i the motion pict
industry. It also pointed out that of the 572 members of the Screen-Writers Guild onl:

" were exployed at that time in the eight major-dtudios in the motion piéture industryy

-

The May, 1946, issue of this same publication, "Sereen Writer,® listed the
Scrsen Writers Gnild ntndio chairman. Thia 1ist included Malvin Levy far Celmmbia
Studios, Isabel Lennart for MetrowGoldwynsdayer, Abe Folonsky for Pa.rmount and Henry
Myers for REO, 4ll of thege individuals have been identified as Oomunlstl and their
Communist affiliations are set out in Section I.

-

______ Lok P Yoo

. On Fovamber 13, 1548, the following wers sledtsd a8 officers of (Ls Seresn
Writers Build! Emmett Lavery, President; Mary McCall, First Vice~President; Howard
Estabrook, Second Vice—Presidentt Hugo Butler, !L'h.lrd Vice~President; F. Hugh Herbert,
Becretary; and Harold Buchman, Treasursr. Of theu individuals, Butler and Bixvhman hn
been identified as Communists and their Conranist affiliations are set out in
of thie memorandum, Mary McCall, Tirst Vice-President, has been identified b
as having been a manber of the I.usm of American Yr:l.torl, The Writers School,
Hollywood Writers Mobilization, and & member of the Hollywood Executive Board ef the

Bollywood Democratic Committee, The Communist connections of thess organizations are
diacnseed in Section III of this memorandum. Howard Estabreok. Second Vice-Prasidemt,
has been identified by Informant as & member of the Loagu of American Writers,
and instructor at the Peoplels ion Center in Hollywood, and a menmber of the
Executive Council of the Hollywood Democratic Committee. The Communist connsctions

of these groups are discussed in Section III of this memorandunm.

The "Screen Writer,* previcusly identified as the official pudlication of the
Sereen Writers Guild, ca.rriel Talton Trumbo as editor; Gordon Iahn, managing editor,
both of whoz have 'bun 1dentified as Communists. Their Communist nrfﬂiutiou are set
out in Section I of this memorandum, In sddition to the above, Ring Lardner, Iu‘bol

" Lennart, Theodors Strauss, and Paul Trivers of the dditorial committee of the -
:pnbnuuon have been mﬂ:tiﬂ.d. also as co-nn:lat Party menbers and whese co-uht
Taffiliations are set out in Section I, ST

?-‘—: A -

-

A= an -'-ple a? ths infinemea had by thessa Commmiste wlithin tha

~organization, I desirs to call to your atteation the October, 1946, issus of the

*Scresn Writer.® In this publication, an sditorial appears conc-rnlng the Communist
inspired American Authors Aunthority; an articls concerning the scops of the Scresn
Writers Onild: a thiréd article dy Commumists Howard Dimsdale and Guy Bidore; a fourth

E e P ’ Sm‘:—“
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article on a technical phase of writing; the fifth on opinions and motion pictures:
and the sixth by Communist scresn writer Lester Cole bn wage negotiations for screen
writers. The Communist affiliations of Howard Dimsdale, Guy Endore and Lestsr Cole
nforrod to as Communists are set out in Section I.

- In the back of the publication there is a section entitled "Ren Hotes."

An anglysis of these notes also clearly shows how the Comrunist cause is dlsseminated
by this publication. For emample, "News Notes® in thie issue carried an annomcement
Yy the Californis Labor School, & Communist inspired group, of a ssries of courses,
a production by the Communist influenced Actors Laboratory, an anncuncement of the
Communist influsnced People's Educationsl Center carrying details of the curricvlum of
this school as well as & report concerning the Hollywood Writers Mobilipation, a
Commmanist influenced group. The Communiet copnections of the Actors Laboratory,

The People's Educational Center, and the Hollywood Writers Kobilintion are set oul

1n Section III af thisg nemorandm.

e —— \-..

The Anmerican Authors Authority, praviously referred to was said to have beer
established and conceived by the Screen Writers Ouild. The moption of thig plan,
according to the "Scrmwen ¥Writer," resulted from a meeting of the Screen Writers Guild
Original Material Committee of which Communist RBing Lardner is the head., Briefly, the
American Authors Authority plan, which was conceived under the guldance of Coxxunist
Ring lLardner, calls for this group to copyright in its own name, for the banefit of it
menbers, all material, whether stage, scresn, book, magasine, or radio, and the lsasi:
but never selling, of the righte to all of this material under éopyright. The Americs
Authors Authority would encompass the work of the members of the Screen Writers Guild,
Dramatists Guild, Authors League of America and the Eadio Writers Guild, This plan cs
be ween as an inntm-nt which in the hands of commiltl would give them complete
control of all written material,

In this connection it 1is of interest to point out that it was ascertained
from a technical survelllance which was maintained on the residence of John Howard
Laveon, identified in Section I as a Commumist, that Lawson on May 23, 1946 stated
in a conversation with Bert Bargeman that the best method to fight "Fascisn® was
to Comxunize the writers and producers in Hollyweod and, eventually, control every
picture and fiction story produced in Hollywood. He continued that perhaps ons day
it would be possidle to control every news article in the United States that the pecpl
Tead, By way of identification concerning Bert Bargeman, it should be pointed out Ahs
at that time she was employed as a secretary at the Hollywood Writers Mobiligation:

- It is through the Communists in this group, the Screen ¥Writers Guild,
that Communist ideclogy is disseminated to the fellow traveler, Comrunist sympathlser,

_ and unsuspecting writers who are affiliated with the Ouild in thc motion picture
© 4dndustry. The Communists and Communist pressure in the Guild thus caused the

injection into motion picture soripts of Communist propaganda and the sliminatien of
snti-Comtrunist statements and scenes from original motion p!.ctm .eriptu.

e msaiBi
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Screen Writers Guild Members Connected with
the Office of War Information Overseas Film Progrpm

In July of 1945 over fifiy writers, sll ‘meibers of the Screen Writers
Guild, were working on Scripts for pictures to be produced in conjunction with
the Office of War Information Overseas Pilm Program., Among the editorial board
merbers were the following members of the Screen Writers Guildt 3

John Eoward Lawson Robert Rossen .
Marc Connelly Howard Xstabrook

Sidney Buchman Howard Koch

Charles Brackett Harry Tugend

John Houseman Talbot Jemnings - .

-—— - . . - . LY :

John Howard Lawson, Sidney Buchmarn™and Robert Rossen have beer 1ldentified ™~ —
as Commumists, and their Comaunist Party affiliations are set out in>Section I.
T Marc Connelly has besn ed by Informant in 1944 as having been
a member of the Communist Party. has also state t he was a menber of the
Leagus of Anerican Writers and the lywpod Democratic Committee, The Communiet
connections of these two organizations are set out in Section III of thie memorandum,

-
Y

- Charles Brackett has been identified by Iaformant as baving been a
menber of the Screen Writers Guild, The Leagzus of Amsrican ers, and The Hollywood
Democratic Committse.

John Houseman has been identified by Informant Wolf as having bdeen a
menber of the Leagus of American Writers. The People's World, a Communist publication
for June 10,-1944, reflected that Houseman was a member of the Hollywood Writers
Mobilisation.

The Communist affiliations of Howard Estabrook have previoualy besn reported
in this section of the memorandum, :

Informant has reported that Howard Eoch has besn s menbhsr of the Leagwe
of American Writers, The Screen Writers Guild, and The Hollywood Independent Citiszens
Coxmittee for the Arts, Bciences and Professions.

- Informant has related with regard to Harry Tugzend that he was a member o
the Screen Writers d and a member of the Hillywood Democratic Cozmittes. The

Paople's World for Jume 10, 1944, raflsctsd that Tugsnd ws & member of the Hollywood

" W¥riters Nobilisation. o T -
T FT: Ascording to Informant Talbot Jennings was & member of the Leagus of

_American ¥Writers and the Screen Writers Guild,

As has been previously indicated in this section the oz;miuttoml
affiliations of the gbove irdividuals have been sst ocut to sbow that these individusls
have besn connected with organisations which have been infiltrated by Communists or

ars undsr the influsncs of Communiste, Phe organisations with shich these individuals

sre affiliated are discussed in Section III of this memorsndum, . -/ /O-
. ';j i, = A
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. III. COMMUNIST INFILTRATICN OF INTELLSCTUAL GROUPS

Informant previously referred to herein which directed the Communists to
penetrate the motion picture industry, included a specific call to the Commuris
requesting that they concentrate on the so-called intellectual groups composed
of directors, writers, artists, actors, actresses, and highly paid technicians,
In this field of intellectual groups, particularly among the writers and direc-
tors, the Communists have b st successful and their influence has been

far reaching. According twthe Communist activity in this field has been
to work throurh front organlza 1ons which were not openly identified as Commu-

e T T A e o) b\-.-. i RR o PTYRE Ry
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the Party through its official membership. e

ﬁommunist Party Directive of 1935, as reported by Confidential

Informant reported that in 1930 in the Soviet Union there was se
- up an organization known as the International Union of Revoluticnary Theatres,
This group wes the parent of a multitude of sub-organizations which, 4in the
United States, were known as “orkers! Theatres, Theatre Groups, et cetera.
The first group formed as an outgrowth of the International Union of Revoluticr
*Theatres was the Leagus of Vorkers' Theatres created in New York in approximate
1932, UJuring 1934 its name was changed to the New Theatre League.

New Theatre League

~ Informant ’has reported that this organization set up a National
Executive Board in 1935 composed of representatives in the writing and directir
field throughout the United States. Among the individuals who were assoclated
with this group in an executive capacity and who have been active in Hollywood
are John Howard lLawson, writer; Albert Maltz, writer; Clifford Odets, writer;
Jay Leyda, Director; Lester Cole, writer; Herbert Biberman, Director; Frank

Tuttle, Director; J, Edgar Bromberg, actor; Lienel Stander; actor; and Donald

Ogden Stewart, writer. Of the above mentioned individuals Lawson, -altz, leyds
Cole, Riberman, Tuttle, and Bromberg all have been identified as Communists
and their Communist Party affi ns are set out in Section one, Clifford
Odets, according to Informantw was one of the original organizers of the
League of American Writers.

Lionel Stander has been reported by Informantq.e\s having been a
member of the American League for Peace and Democracy, as well as having been
active in the American League Against war and Fascism and the North American
. C To Ald Spanish Democracy. Donald Ogden Stewart, according to Inform
~ant was a member of the League of American Writers, the American Peace

Mobilization, International Workers Order, Screen laiters Guild, Hollywood
Writers lobilization and the American League for Peace and Democracy.

The American League Against War and Fascism and the American League
for Peace and Democracy both are subversive organizations and have been declar
subversive within the purview of the Hatch Act, The North American Committee
To Aid Spanish Democracy is a Communist influenced organizsti.on as 1s the
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International Workers Order, both of which haye been referred to the Department
for its consideration under Executive Order Number 9835, dated Larch 21, 1947.
The Hollywood organizations with which these inviduals are affiliated sre dis-

cussed in this Section of the memorandum.
League of American Writers : SKRE
According to another mobilizing foree in the cultural field which

was active in the early Os in Hollywood, California, was the League of Ameri-
can Yriters. The League of American Vriters was said to be a part of an inter-
national organization of writers and intellectuals which had its origin at a
Wordd Congress of Viriters held in Khargew, Russia, during November of 1930.

Confidential Informant “of‘ the Los Angeles Dffice
has advised that the Hollywood Chapter o e League of American liriters was
. established during the fall of 1935, He stated the the purpose of this group
was to bring the writers employed in the motion picture industry under the
influence of the lLeague of smerican Vriters which, at that time, was the fore-
most front organization operating in the so-called cultural and intellectual
« fields for the Communist Party in the United States, He related that the effort
of this group were extremely successful, which resulted in this branch becoming,
in a short time, the dominant unit of the League and one of its strongest prop-
aganda instruments. ﬁalso related that up until the time of the signing
of the Hitler-Stalin ract on August 23, 1939, the League of American lViriters,
including the Hollywood Chapter, worked out in the open and was most success~
ful in its Communist activities. However, following the signing of this Pact
the League, being completely under the control of the Communist Party, changed
its position from one of collective security to isolation, which resulted in the
Lesgue becoming very cautious and working practically in secret. This change
in policy exposed the League of smerican Viriters as a Communist front organizatl

-

Hollywood School for Writers

The League of American Vriters established in Hollywood, according
to Informant the Hollywood School for hriters which acted as & subsidiary
of the League American liriters and was said to be a transmission belt whereby
budding writeres were developed along political lines followed by the League of
American Viriters and conditioned for eventual membership in the League as well
as the Cammunist Party., This School was established in October of 1939. 4n
examination of its listed instructors and lecturers for 1942-1943 reflects that
the majority of them have been identified with various Communist Front movementa
Many of them actually were members of .the Communist Party, such as John Howard
Lawson, Guy Endore and Dalton Trumbo. The Communist Party affiliations of these
individuals are set out in Section One of this memorandum.

The Hollywood hiriters Mobilization

According to Informan. the Hollywood Viriters Mobilization is anot
offshoot of the League of American writers. It came into existence in the lattce
part of 1941 or the early part of 1942, shortly after ourjn‘_‘b!"y into Wortd“iﬁ]
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The reason for the creation of the Hollywood kiriters Mobilizatlon lies in the
fact that the League of American lriters had become publicly branded as a Com
munist controlled organization. For example, Eugens Lyons in the widely-read
book entitled, the "Red Decade", referred to the League of american Vriters a
a Communist-dominated group. Personnel of the new organization, the Hollywoo
uriters idobilization, included writers in the motion picture industry who had
herstofore been affiliated with the league of American Vriters, The Chajrman
of the new organization was Robert Rossen, who has been identified as a Comm
nist as reflected in Section One of this memorandum and who is employed in th
motion picture industry as a screen writer. Rossen was alsc active in the Sc
»riters' Guild, a Communist influenced group,.
Confidential Informantq of the Los Angeles Ofﬁu related that
the following eight guilds sponsored the Hollywood iiriters siobilization at th
time it was set up, and that each of these guilds was under Communist influen

1. Secreen lriters! Guild

2, Radio Tiriters! Guild - .

3. Screen Publicists'! Guild

L. Scrzen Readers! Guild

5. Screen Cartooniste Guild

6. American Newspaper Guild

7. Independent fublicists! Guild

8., Song 'iriters' Protective Association

He related that while the total membershir of these Guilds was appr
mately 7,500, the Hollywood »riters Mobilization was operated by represeniati
or delegates from these Guilds which numbered not more tnan twenty-five indi-
viduals., He described it as more or less & steering committee for the activi
of writers in the motion picture industry controlled and operated by such inc
viduals as John Howard Lawson, Robert Rossen, Francis Faragoh and Herbert Bil
man, all of whom he described as Communists. The Communist affiliations of &
of these individuals with the exception of Francis Faragoh, is set out in Sec
one of this memorandum. He related that the organization was a paper-type gz
whnich "stooged" for the League of American Viriters, through which the latter
continued to operate as a propaganda agency for the Communist Party.

The announced purpose of the Hollywood liriters liobilization was to
mobilize the writers in the screen industry to assist in the war effort and
particularly to assist the various Government and military agencies in the
oreparation of propaganda arigl for use either against the enemy or for g
morale purposes at hcme. described the organization's primary purpose :
being the providing of material for military camp shows slanted to project t!
Communiat line.

Accordaing to Informant this organization injected such phase:
of Communist propaganda into its wor! as the demand for a second front, frees
for India, Independence for Puerto Rico, raclal equality and similar matoriai
which fostered the Communist Party program. In lay of 1942, “the Los Angeles
Office learned that the publication of the Hollywood Nritn,ra-‘nobilizationg
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as the "Communigue" was now captioned "Communique, Hollywood Viriters kiobilzatic

for Dafense in Cooperation with —- CZ". The publication was being mailed un-

der the official Government frank which read "=xecutive Cffice of the Presi-
dent, Office of Zmergency .lanagement, ‘ashingten, 2. C., Otticial Business.
Penalty for Private Use to Avoid Paymant of Fostage, 3300 3P0." The los Angele
Qffice obtained two coples of this publicaticn, one dated April 10, 1942 and
the other dated 4pril 17, 1942, The april 17, 1942 issue is maintained it the

files of t he Bureau. oy
Confidential Ini‘ormantWof the Los sangeles Office re-
ported the following information co e background of this set up.
ne :,Laneu tnanune head of the radic sachion of QFll at -asulnvuon was cernard
Schoenfeld, who vas a close friend of Tarson Kanin, the individual in charge
of the film ssction of C:X. Iiichael Kanin, a trother of Garson and Fay Kanin,
the wife of .ichael, are writers who were connectad with the ieague of smerical
“Writers. Garson Kasnin, according to this source, went to Schoenfeld in Viashin

 ton and told him that he, Kanin, had & brother and sister-in-law who were in

Hollywood. He stated that they viere talented in writing and that they were
very anxious and willing to be of assistance in the COEl. As a result of these

. contacts, Fay Kanin was put to work on a radio project preparing information

peing put out by the ORI, sfter which, Michael ﬁanig appeared and suggested
that they should get busy and contact the Hollywood heague of Americun Writers
and endeavor to have them prepars the information which was to be put out in

the "Communique."

Mr. R. H. “ashburne was contacted on October 10, 1942, at which ¢
he advised that he was appointed by Bernard Schoenfeld of the Office of Emer-~
gency Lianagement to be in charge of the Los Angeles Branch of the OEi, Informa
Division. He related that shortly thereafter he was contacted by irs., Fay Kan
Michael Kanin, Ring lardner, Jr. and others to discuss the —=ans of obtajning
aid of certain film writers to publicize those tings which ti.e Office of Lmer
Management, Information Division, wished to zive »ublicity in order that corre
information could be made known to the public by the best possible means. He
stated that on this oceasion the "Communique", an information letter was decid
upon as being the best method for this publicity.

Mr. Lashburne related that he wrote a #r, Robert Horton of the Offic
of Emergency aanagement, "ashington, D. C., and obtained authority to publish
"Communique", The articles for the "Communique" were written by the comrittee
which wes composed of the aforamentioned writers-and others and were submittsd
to Mr, Washburne, ‘ashburne related that he edited these articles which were
mimeographed, assembled and distributed by his staff to members of the Film ¥r
Guild, According to liashburne, the specific purpoese of this inforration lette
was to put information into the hands of the members of the Film ¥riters' Guild
with the idea that these persons would “Spot it" in the production upon which
were working so that this information would be made available to the public ar
would give proper publicity to those things which the Office of Emergency Mans
ment felt should be publicized. Shortly after this committee was formed, Wast
burne stated that he was contacted by the.Hollywood lriters Mcobilization who 3
formed him that their organization had been set up for just.such a purpose and
therafore there wasa duplication by the organization and ‘the committee, O
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he relsted, that the commictee bacame a part.of the Hollywood diriters Lloblliizea
He stated that the first eight editions of the "Communique' were prepared on
peper furnished by the Office of Lmergency lianagement and vere mimeographed
by the Office of Emergency [lansgement staff. He also related that the first
three editions of the "Communique" were mailed under the franking privilege.

In March of 1943 the publication "Variety" reported that the Coordir
tor of Inter-American Affzirs would make transcripts of Uffice of Var Informat
Hollywood liriters wobilization radio programs for broadecast in foreign languag
The air show referred to was a radio program entitled "Free tiorld Theatre Air
Show", which was instituted and preduced jointly by the Offlce of war Informat
and-the-Hollywood !riters Lobilizatiops « ¥Variety” also reflected that the Ho
wood writers “obilization held a me.ting of iorty writers to supply ideas for
this program under the Chairmanship of John “wexley, who has been identified a:
a Communist and whose Communist Party affiliastions are set out in Section One
of this memorandum. The Free iiorld Theatre Program had such individuals con-
nected with it as Jay Gorney, Zdward Eliscu and Henry Liyers, writers of the
propaganda musical comedy "ieet the People." These individuals likewise huve
been identified as Communists and their Communist connections are set out in
Section (ne of this memorandum.

Speclial service contactm of the Los Angeles Office ad-
vised that the Hollywood writers ..obllizatl so wrote and produced a serie:
of short oropaganda plays for the OWI for use in industrial plants and Army
camps, Those assisting in this phase of activity included well-known members
of the League of american rriters, a Communist front group. In addition, the
Hollywood ‘iriters Mobilizatiocn worked clesely with Welson Poypier who, until

July of 1943, was coordinator for Government films for OuI. hrel&tet
that the oroduction of these films was under the direct control and Supervisit
of Poynter and that Poynter before accepting these {ilms demanded a pro-itussi.
slant as a prerequisite to acceptance, tHe reported that Poynter associated
himself wiith the Hollwvwood uiriters lLobilization and worked closely with Commu:
nist Robert Rossen, “aldo Sslt and Frank Tuttle, all of whom have been identi

fied as Communists in Section One of this memorandum. Poynter's office was
discontinued in July of 1943.

In conjunction with the University of California at Los angeles the
Hollywood uriters lobi on jointly sponsored the Fifth Viriters!' Congress.
Actually, according to this Fifth Writers' Congress was the Fifth Congr
of the league of amerildn .riters but was not termed as such due to the fact
that the League of American Viriters had become publicly branded as a Communis
dominested group. This Congress was held as scheduled and attended b e
fifteen hundred writers from all over .the United ltates. Informant ﬁ rela
that the Hollywood liriters lobilization was the medlum whereby the Communist
control of the entire proceedings was established and maintained, He stated
that the leading Communist writers were said to have attended and dominated
every session.

The "Peoples World", a west ccast Communist newspager for June 10,
1944, reflected that arrangements were made between rtobe:‘%‘m.sk:l.n Chief of
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the Overseas Film Suresu of the 0.1 and the--Hollywood ‘iriters leobilization,
wherebv the screen writers would assume responsibility for the production and
writing of all documentary films for cverseas distribution. The procram of
filme called for a "Projection of America" series and a new group of invasion
films for distribution in Germany and the satellite countries,

The Eollywood ..riters .Lobilization, according to the article, had
set up a working committee which was to consist of such well-known Communists
as John Howsrd Laweon and Robert Rossen identified in Section One of this memor-
andum. In addition, such prominent Communist sympatnizers as Marc Connelly,

Unwawmd T g T
Howard Esterbrook, John Fouseman, Talbot Jennings, Howard Kochand Harry Tugend,

allwho-have been identified with Commtnist influenced or infiltrated groups -
previously in this memorandum. o

The hiugust 7, 194k, issue of "Variety" reported that a program of
eleven short sucjects and five newsreel bulletins had been arranged for pro-
duction by the Hollywood “riters liohilization. The article reflected that the
films would be preduced in various Hollywood studios with players from the

Screen Actors' Guild and writers from the Hollywood writars lobilization.

The pictures planned to be produced included the following: "It's
Uurder," "The Story with Two Endings”, "Vhen He Comes Home", "So Far So Good",
#Air Transport Command", and "Vorld Peace Through %orld Trade." "It's Lurder®
was written by Henry Blankfort, who has been identified as a Communist. "The
S‘iﬁf‘y with Two Endiﬁgs' was to be writtsn by Esrold Buchman and Lou :UJ."uu"':Gu,
both of whom were identified as Communists., "ihen He Comes Home" was to be writ-
ten by Paul Trivers., Trivers has also been identified as a Gommunist. "So
Far So Good" was being written by Cscer Saul, alsc identifled as a Comuunist.
"iorld Peace Ihrough ..orld Trade" was to be written by bdward c£liscu, also identi-
fied 85 a Communist. A1l of the above individuals referred to as Communists
have their Communist affiliations set out in Section One of this memorandum.

According to Informant.-, during the month of January, 1945, infor-
mation was receivea that the Hollywood Writers llobilization, through its connectic

with the Office of war Information, had become a part of what was offiﬁlally calle
the Var Activities Committee, Hollywood Divieion. Other organizations officially
affiliated with the Committee were the Screen liriterst Guild, Screen Directors!
Guild, Screen Actors' Guild, and other similar type groups.

According, to Informant , in ilay of 1945, John Howard Lawson, one
of the 1eading Communists in the motion picture industry, was appointed by the
Hollywood Vriters kobilization to act as its representative as an observer at the
United Nations Conference.

. Confidential Informant of the Los Angeles Office stated that
during the spring of 1945 the work of the Hollywood Writers Mobilization in con-
nection with the Office of War Information, Overseas bureau, went into high

gear as a result of g series of conferences between Robert Rizkin, Chief of

the Bureau for OWI, and the Hollywood Writers Mobilization,ﬂmditorial Committee
on Overseas Films. It should be pointed out that seven ou$~6f the fourteen
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members of the tditorial Committee were identified as Comrunists, including
John Howard Lawson, llelvin Levy, Richard Collins, lialdo Salt, Leonardo Bercovici,
Arthur Birnkrant, and Sidney Buchman, The Communist affillations of these indivi-
duals are set out in Section One of this memorandum. AV

Confidential Informant related that beginning on iay 2f,
1945, the Hollywood "riters .obilization was to produce & series of radio
programs over the Slue Network dealing with problems of the returning soldiers,
The Committes producing this has been described as one strongly under the
influence of known Communists such as_Fouis Solomon.

-
Rl r'y

Confidential Informan related that the Hollywood Viriters
Mobilization has been active in sSupporting and participating in the acti-
vities of the Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences
and Professions, a Communist infiltrated and influenced organization,
It also produced a quarterly magazine known as the "Hollywood Quarterly"
in cocperation with the University of California at Los Angeles. Included
as one of the editors of this publication was John d Lawson, one of -
the Communist Party leaders in the film industry. relatzd that other '
knovn Communists and Communist sympathizers were o affiliated with
this publication in & lesser capacity.

Informant ?related that in addition, this organization has
shown Russian propaganda motion pictures at the Gordon Theatre in Los
Angeles as well as at other independent theatres in the Los 4ngeles and
Hollywood area. Other known Communist front groups have also participated
in this type of activity.

Following the elimination of the Yffice of war Information as
a Goverrment agency, the Hollywood iriters Lobilization devoted its activi-
ties to the propaganda field through radio and publications, The official
newspaper of the American Newspaper Guild in June of 1946 reflected that

the Hollywood Viriters wobilization had rendered numerous war services,
among which were the following:

Documentary and short subject films - 210
Radio scripts - 1069
War activity feature stories - 125

Confidential Informnt’ related that tl:xis Communist controlled
organization had narrowed its activities considerably, confining its func-
tions primarily to the radio field.




Hollywood Community Radio

Confidential Informant has advised that the Hollywood
Community hadio group is ccmpose a number of individuals who are
known Communists and Communist sympathizers, many of whom are active
members of the Hollywood liriters liobilizat on. Among the known Commu-
nists on the Board of Directors of this organization are: Hy Kraft,
screen vriter and Abraham L. Polonsky,screen writer, The Communist
~gffitiations of these individuals is et out in Section One of this --
memorandum., -

Informant Ehas related this group is enceavoring to ob-
tain a license for a Tadio station jig the vicinity of Log An:eles,

Asccording to Confidertial Informant if this permit is granted
and the radio station sst up, it will De run and operated by the Holly=
wood Vriters llobilizaticn and will be an outlet forthe Communist propa-
- ganda disseminated by this group. -

The Federal Communications Commission is conducting hearings
relative to the establishment of this radic station. As you will re-
call, the Comnunist connections of the individuals affiliated with this

group have been furnished to the Federal Communications Commission by
this- Burczau.
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Accoarding to Informant the Hollywood Writers! School pre- ~ .o
viously referred to herein is an olfshoot of the League of American ‘I'&-iters.’
Re related that the Hollywood Wiriters! School changed its name following the
announcement by Earl Browder on January 9, 194k, that the Communist Party woul
cease to be a political party but would become an educational organization,
The name of the School was changed from the Hollywood Writers'! School tc the
People's Educatiocnal Center. Most of the courses taught at this School were
the usual ones of theory and tacties which are conduct t similar Communist
schoels--throughout the country, according $o Informant The School also
conducted classes in screen writing, acting, directing, kimdred subjects.
The Hollywood Branch of the People's Educational Center 1s located at 1717

North Vine Street in Ho oode The Director of the School at the

Sj.dney Davison who is the Director of this Schooly’ ﬂonfidential Informant
has reported that many of the individuals ‘wna Have been on the executive
alf and teaching staff of this organization are Communists, identifying Herb
Biberman, Frank Tuttle, Edward Dmytrik, Hugo Butler and Guy Endore. The Com-
minist affiliations of these in als are set out completely in Section I
of this memorandum., Informant elated that the most current activity of
this group appears to be the ination of young people in the motion
picture industry and those aspiring to get intc the industry.

The Hollywood Democratic Committee

e Hollywood Democratic Committee, according to Confidential In-
formant was set up in January of 1943, Its announced purpose was the
formation of an Association of Voters in the motion picture commumity to suppa
*Yictory Legislation® and "Victory Candidates®, Many Hollywood writers,
Directors and actors who have previously been identified with the Communist
movement were affiliated with this group, among which were: John Howard Lawso
Communist screen writer; Sidney Buchman, Communist writer and Frank Tuttle, Co
munist Motion Picture Director. The above mentioned Coammunista are referrsd t
in Section I, where their complete Communist Party affiliations are set ant.
John Garfield, pro-Communist gcior who was also associated withk this group, ba
been identified by Informant as having been affiliated with the Young Cam
munist League, the Hollywood =Nazi League, the Hollywood Democratic Cammit
as well as having been a member of the Screen Actors Guild and the Hollywood L
dependent Citizens Committee of Arts, Sciences and Professions.

The jvities of the Hdl‘l.ylrood Darocratic Cammittee were described
by Inromantitaa being under the leadership of John Howard Lawson, Communi
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-k - S - rﬂ?



" Party member and leading figure among the Comuniat element t.n Hollywood.

It is not, name might imply, officially a part of the “emocratic Party,
according t He related it was a separate group composed of, in the
main, individuals who associated with the Communist movement in Hollywood.
Its activitiea were mainly devoted to publicit.y for favorable candidates and

witaland agndnat Adkha Tarin)l atarae Ar hnnr‘"f‘a'l‘-. wiha haAd -Ar\v\ ad -
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platform unfavorables to this organization. I'heae undesirod oa.ndidatoa were
also undesired candidates in the eyes of the Communist Party. He deacribed
it as & group set up tc work within democratic processes to carry out Cam=-
manist Party doctrine as outlined by Earl Browdar in 1944.

P —

" During 1944 the Hollywood _Democratie Committee grew to be one of the
most impor political groups in ®outhern California, according to Confidential
Informant He reported that this was pr:l.marily due to its connection

-with the motion picture industry and the pr @ derived therefrom.

S| uL il P

This organization contimed its political activities in the 19).4

ns and announced that it was to become a permanent group, cooperating
supporting the Political “ction Committee and other progressive groups
8.

On Jamuary 25, 1945, the "Daily Worker® carried an article reflecting
that 100 Hollywood leaders sent a wire to President boosevelt, requesting him
to terminate the proceedings against Harry Bridges. The article reflected that
the action was taken at a dinner sponsored by the Hollywood Democratic Com=-
mittee. Among the signers of this telegram were Communists and many individuals
who have supported the Communist movement in Hollywood. This article reflected
that John Howard Lawson, writer; Jack Moas, producer, and Dalton Trumbo, writer,

all nown Gmn*-t- in Un'l'lv-nnrl were among tha -ian-‘h- of thia commmiecation,

-y WY e

These individuale identified as (aommunista above are referred to in Section I,
where their Communist affiliations are set out.

On June 6, 1945, in Hollywood, California, a meeting was called by
the Hollywood “emocratic Committee, at which time the name of this group was
changed by unanimous decision to the Hollywood Independent Citisens Committee
of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions.

Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions

The Independent Citisens Committee of the irts, Sciences and Pro-
fessions, a now defunct organization, was formed under the influence of Com-
mnists and Communist sympathizers and was supported throughout its o:ictme

h? ths c_-n-u-f-"s qnd Jﬁha TV v 1n-la'!" p‘ ass P’e-:jqnln Ji mm’ .'l‘ .y a -WIUHI

of the National Committee of the Comminist Party, on August 11, 1945, read
recomnendations to the New York State Convention of the Communist Party of
those individuals who had been nominated for the New York State Committes.
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.Concerning Lionel Berman, Davis stated, "Comrade Berman, a Communist Party
functionary, is Jewish and 2 member of the old State Committee.....I would

say, (he) is the head of the Cultural Section of the Party.....It seems to

me that in his work in the past, particularly in the elections when he vas K)
onie of those instrumental in setting up the Independent Citizens Committee i
of Arts, Sciences and Professions, he has demonstrated a very excellant
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informatiqr was obtained through & microphone survelllance on thls State
Convention.

advised on April L, 19h6, that the orgarnization of
the Indenenmuent vivizens committee of the Amis, Sciences and Professions by -
the Communist TFarty was direcied and planned in his office st the."Daily
“forker" in 19LL, ty Lionel Berman of the Communist Party Cultural Section,
and Joseph Field of the ‘orkers Library Publishing Company. He also advised
that this organization was a Communist controclled group in spite of the fact
that ithe majority of the membershi; was not Communist and & minority ol the
Cormunists were directing it. '

An Executive Council of 105 members was set up by the new orbani-
zation in Hollywood. Out of this number, 12 were descrited zs Comunists
and the majority of the remaining have a record as having ve nvelved in
Corrunist front groups, according to Confidential Informant He stated
that this group developed into the main rropaganda outlet for Communist
doctrines in Hollywood. It appeared %o follow the generzl Commurnist Party
program on local, national and international issues. He related that the con-
trol exercised by the Comrunists in this organization was apparent because of
the elected officers, the activities and the publications of this group. This
orcanization cooperated with other known Communist front groups such as the
American Youth for Democracy.

The activities of the Hollywood Branch of this organization were
directed at the Jack Tenney Committee in Los Angeles in an effort to put
political pressure on the Committee to cease its actlivities which were being
difECted a2t the £ 1y 1t}' al"‘"’ audiCul 5+udent bchr Elmuuua at uie JﬁlVErS;v.y
of California. qstated that the Hollywood Branch of the Independent Citizens
Committee has been described as having taken part in or supported all local
activities in the Hollywood area which were inspired or propagated by the
Communist Partiy.

According to Ini‘omantm during the 1946 elections this group
supported candidates for office e State primary elections. These same
candidates were supported by the Communist Party, the only exception to this
being the Communist candidate Archie Bromn who conducted a write-in campaign
for the governorship. He was not supported by the Hollywood Branch of this
organization. Prior to the 1946 elections, this organization participated
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directly and indirectly with other groups whiek are also imown to be under

" the influence of Communists and Communist sympathizers in a series of
political rallies for the benefit of these candidates. Despite this backing,
the only major candidate elected that was supparted by this group was HelejxIH
Gahagan “ouglas. N, -

R H
~ s

In December of 1946 Confidential Informmtm
reported that the National Headquarters of the Independen ormittes
of the Arts, Sciences and Professions was contemplating merging with the

National citizens Political Action Cormittee with the ultimate object of
laying the foundation for a new so-called liberal group in the United States.

- -3 . -.

In Jamary of 1947 Confidential Informant stated that the
Hollywood Chapter of this organization was prepari go out of existence
under its present name and emerge as the Hollywood Branch of the new argani-
zation which was formed in New York City on December 28 and 29, 1946, called
the Progressive Citizens of America. . This latter group was formed by the
merger of the now defunct Independent Uitizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences
and Professions and the National Citizens Political Action Committee.

?ro'ﬁssive Citizens of America

The new arganization, the Frogressive Citizens erica, was formed
in Hollywood on February 11, 1947, according to Informan At this
meeting which was held in the Embassy Auditorium in Los Angeles, Jo Davidson,
National Co-chairman of the Pro sive Citizens of America, was present. Jo
Davidson has been identified byhu a Communist., A slate of 130
individuals was nominated by a ¢ ee e elected as the Executive Board
for this orgenization. Of the 130 persons on this list 26 were said to be knowmn

et ol
L WHILLLL O LD &

The program of the Progressive “itizens of America both in Holly~
wood and nationally has closely paralleled that of the Commnist Party. This
was one of the first arganizations to most wvigorously attack the President's
proposal for ajd to Greece and Turkey, as did the Communist Party. Also this
organigation joined with the Civil Rightas Congress, a national front organisation,
in protesting against the city authorities of Feoria, Illinois, and Albany,
New Im:'lc, whno failed to permit Paul Robeson to speak in the public schools. -
The national organization is now publishing a monthly paper called the "Pro-
gressive Citizens®. This paper i® being circulated by the Hollywood Chapter.
The Hollywood group is represented on this staff by the following individuals:
Herman Shumlin; Norman Corwin, radic commentator; John Cromwell, writer;
1illian #ellman, writer, Gene Kelly, actor; Frederic darch, actor; Robert W.
Kenny, ex-California State Attorney General; and Paul Robeson, singer and
actor,
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With regard to Herman Shumlin, Informan has reparted that he
was one of the endorsers of the American Peace Mo zation, a Commmnist
front organization, a member of the League of American #riters, and a teacher
at the Hollywood Writers School.

hool for Ypitors and a mamber of th rildartd iddeans h

Scheool for 4riters and a member of the LMependent titizens Committes of the -
Arts, Sciences and Professions. b

The writer, John Cromwell, has been referred to by Infomntnu
having been a member of the Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee

Artey Sciences and Professions and alsp heving participated in a radio forum -- _
sponsored by the Hollywood Democratic Committee in Hollywood op January 5, 1945,

Norman Corwin, according t was & lecturer at the Hollywood
Sk n s & &
w L

The writey Lillian Hellman, according to has been a member

f the League of pmerican Writers, the American Pelfe NMobilization, the Inde-

of the
pendent Citizens Committee of the Art'.s, Sciences and Professions, and connected
with the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee,

Actor Uene Kelly has been identified a8 having been a -

metiber of the Hollywood Independent Citizens Co ee of the Arts, Sciences

and Professions, and s member of the Progressive Citizens of America.

Actar Frederic March has been referred to by Informant as a
former member of the Indevendent Citizens Committee of the Arts, ences
and Professions. has reported that March is a member of the
Communist Party.

Former California State Attorney General Robert W, Kenny has been
identified co-Chairman of the Frogressive “itizens of America. He also,
according th, was affiliated with the National Win the Pesce Conference and
a member of the rollywood Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences
and Professions.

Singer Paul Robeson has been 1dont.iriod as having been active in the
American Peace Mobilization, thgadationsl Win the Peace Conference, amdi the Counci
on African Affairs by Informan

The above referred to organizations are discussed in this section of
the memarandum, with the exception of the Council or African Affairs,a Communist i
fluenced group.

The Hollywood Progressive “itizens of America on hy 9, 1947, issued
an wltimatum printod in the "Daily Va.riety", Hollyvood trade publication,
pror-esm.ng the :I.RVGS'DJ.EBT‘J.OM DBI."lg conducted uy 'GDO House Commitvee on Un-
American Activities and defending the rights of the Communist Party in the

United States,
AT ““ W



. Hollywood Anti-Hazi League -

The Hollywood Anti~Nazi League was set up in the motion picture
industry for the purpose of defending Americats democratic rights against
Nazi influence. The organization had among its original officers such well-
known Communists as Herbert Biberman, director, and Gail Sondergaard, actress.

The Commmnist Farty affiliagtiomsof these individuals are set out in Ssction I,
Following tne Hitler-Stalin Pagt- and the consequent change in the Communist
Party line from opposition to Yascism to & program of general isolation, the

organization was liquidated.

F - D

Hollywood League for Vemocratic Action.~-- Y &

According to Informan the Hollywood League for Democratic
Action was made up of the same peopie who were active in the Hollywood Anti-
Nazi League although ita activities were just the reverse of the Anti-Nazi
League because of the change in the Communist Party program. Many of the
leading people in this organization were also identified with the Communist
Party, such as Dalton Trumbo, Frank Tuttle and John Wexley, The Commnist
‘Party affiliations of these individuals are set out in Section I of this memo=
randum, This organization dropped out of the picture with the coming of the
American Peace Mobilization.

The American Feace lobilization

This organization was s nstional Commnist front mavement which,
in Hollywood, was under the leadership of Herbert Biberman., Other known
Cormunists active in this movement were John Howard Lawson, Dalton Trumbo,
Frank Tuttle and Guy Endore. The Communist Party affiliations of these
individugls are set out in Section 1. Many of the so=called "intellectuals®
who had been active in communist front movements in Hollywood ware also active
in supporting the American Fegce Mohilization. Probably one of the most
prominent of these so-called "intellectugls® was Donald Ygden Stewart, a Rember
of the League of American Writers, International labor Defense, Screen Writers
Guild, and the Hollywood Writers Kobilization, according to Confidential In~- .

rormmt—

The Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee

Informmt.'elat.ad that from 1937 on, during the period of the
Spanish Revolution, numerous Commmnist front groups were formed in the United
States to assist the Commnist cause in Spains Prominent among these groups
were the Spanish Refugee Ship Mission, the Medical fureau to Aid Spanish
Democracy, Spanish #efugee Melief Campaign, Friends of the ibrgham Lincoln
Brigade, Hollywood Lommitiee for Writers in Exile, and the United American
Spanish Aid Committee. <hese groups had found membership amd support among
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 the intellectual group in the Hollywood area.- The remnants of these groups
were comsolidated together with the formation of the Joint dnti-Fascist Refugee
Committee. This organization, & Communist infliuenced group, was said to be
interested only in those refugees whose political opinions coincided with
those who were in control of the Committes. Many prominent individuals in
Hollywood who had previcusly associated with the Commnist movement were
sctive in this organizgiion, including Robert Rossen and Hy Kraft, Communists
wihose Party affiliations are set out in Section I,

The Actors Laboratory _ K

-— .- The Actors laboratary, accarding:to Confidential InfofmantilN is -
a Communist controlled institution where screen and stage acting is purportedly
taught by directors, actors, and writers affiliated with the moiion pieture
industry. He stated that this school was formerly located in-New York City
" under the name of the Group Theatre. The group Theatre was said to be af-
filiated with the New Theatre League, an alleged Commnist venture. He re-
lated that the New Theatre League, from about 1932 until 1938, was a propaganda
agency making use of the stage as a medium which was successful in turning
‘out. actors who later served the Communist movement in the United States.
He reparted that the Actors Laboratory cooperates with such organizations as
the Hollywood Priters dobilization and formerly the Hollywood Indspendent

Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions,

InformantffJ nas related that this group, during the war, provided
entertainment for Army persminel. Many of 1ts past and present instructors
or teachers and others affiliated with the Laboratory are known Communists.
Others have been associated with the Communist movement through front organi-
gsations in the Hollywood motion picture industry. “uch well-known Communists a
J. Edgar Bromberg, Edward Dmytrik, and Frank Tuttle have been affiliated with
the Laboratory as members of its faculty. The “ommumist Party affiliations
of the aforementioned “ommunists are set out in Section I,

The American Youth for Democracy

The American Youth for Democracy, a nationally known Communist
youth movement, has received the support of many Communists and Communist
sympathizers in the Hollywood area. The pmerican Youth for Democracy is a
successor to the Young Communist League. Among those individuals in the
motion picture industry who have been active in the support of this group are
Bdward Dmytrik, dirsetor; Hing Lardner; Jr., writer; Dalton Trumbe,
writer; Albert Malts, writer; Sam Ornits, writer; and John Howard Lawson,
writer, all of whom are known to be Communists, The Communist Party af-
filiations of these individugls are set out in Section I,

ST
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. Citizens Committee for the Motion Picture Strikers

This organization, according to Confidential Infarman was
set up for the purpose of aiding the strike in the motion picture ustry
which occurred in March of 1945, This strike developed as a result of a
jurisdictional dispute between the Conference of Studio Unions and the IATSE
and was discussed under the section headed "Conference of Studio Unions%, He
stated that this Committee was under Communist control and that it was made up

of individuals who were active in such Communist front groups in Hollywood
as the Hollywood Writera kobilization and the Hollywood Independent Citizens
Committee,
accerding to were active in leadirp this Committee. They incliuded Frank -
Tuttle, Edwar rik, and Mrs, Sadie Urnitz, wife of Sam Ornjitz, formerly
a Communist Party functionary in Los Angeles. The Communist Party affiliations
of Tuttle, Dmytrik and Sam Ornitz are set out in Section I of this memorandum.
Wolf related that the entire strength of the Communist Party was concentrated
on the strike through this committee. He stated that leaflets and bulletins
signed by the Los Angeles County Communist Party and other Communist Party
branches were distributed freely by members of this group who engaged in
‘picket duty.

Confidential Informn{.‘”rehted that this organization came
into existence in Hollywood on » 1946, and was sponsored by many indi-
viduals who have previously been affiliasted with the Commurist movement through
various front organizations, In this connection, it should be pointed out
that the National “ommittee to Win the Peace is lmown to have been promulgated
and supported by the Communist Party, its press and supporters. The Los
Angeles meeting held on May 12, 1946, referred to above, was under the
guidance of such well-known sympathizars as #iXliam Pomerance, Executive
Secretary of the Screen Writers Guild, and Willis J, Hill, President of the
Peoples Educational Center. The “ommunist infiltration and influence in these
two groups have been discussed in this section of the memorandum,

The National Conmittee to Win the Peace

The Hollywood Forum

The Hollywood Forum, according to Informan was held under the
auspices of the "Daily People's =orld", West coast. c st newspaper. This
group, devoted to the discuasion of Comm.nism or “ommunist propagands, was
under the comtrol of many Communists and Communist aympathizers affiliated
with the motion picture industry. Individuals who have been active in this
group include Waldo Salt, Sam Ornitz, John Howard Lawson, and Alvah Bessie,
81l of whom have been identified as Communists. Their Comemunist Party af=-
filiations are set out in Section I of this memorandum,
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John Barnes and Associates

In August of 1946 Confidential Iniqmantw
* related that this organization was a recently formed “publ a s''=-type
group which had announced that its functions were to "see that liberal,
progressive commentators such as are listed as supporting the organization,
are kept on the air as an antidote to the radio prostitutes who put their
personal well-being above that of their fellow Americans....." Among the
persons listed as supporting this group who are directly or indirectly con-
nected with the Hollywood Film Industry are: Averill Berman, radio commentator
who was a member of the Executive Council of the Hollywood Independent Citizens
Committee for the Arts, Sciences, and Professions, and Peter Delima, radio
commentator who has been connected with the Progressive Citizens of America as
well as the Hollywood iWriters lobilization. All of these organizations mentiomsd )
above have been subjected to Communist Infiltration or influence, Confidential ~
Informant reported that also listed as supporting this venture were bus-
inessmen 0s Angeles, all of whom lzan toward the Commmist position.

-

' Western Council for Progressive Business, Labor and Agriculture

has related that this is alsc a pressure-
*type organization in the Hollywoo on which cooperates with John Barmes and -
Associates., This group, according to is obviously a Communist pressure o
group because of the names given as supporting it. Some of them are: Paul
Robeson, Bartley C. Crum, and Robert W. Kenny. The Communist affiliations of
Kenny and Robeson are previously set out imn this section of this memorandum,
Concerning Bartley C. Crum, the Washington Daily News for September L, 1946,
reflected that Crum was Vice-President of the American Commitiee for Spanish
Freedom, a sponsor of the American Youth for Democracy, an initiating sponsor

of the Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions,

and a Vice-President of the National Lawyers Cuild. All of the above groups

have been infilirated or were under the influence of Commumists or Coamunist
sympathizers. :

Confidential Informan

The American-Russian Institute

Confidential Ini‘omant’stated in March of this year that the
American-Russian Institute opened an office at 6607 Hollywood Boulevard. It
should be pointed out that the American~Russian Institute is a Soviet
- propaganda-type organization which acts as a dissemination center for Russian
propazanda in Hollywood., Alvah Bessie, writer, identified in Sect 2s &
Communist, and Lewis MKilestone, who has been reported by Informan as
having been a member of the Hollywood Democratic Committee, the League of
American Writers and the Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts,
Sciences and Professions, have been affiliated with this organization. Ad-
ditional information concerning the American~-Russian Institute is also set
out in this summary under the section captioned, ®Soviet Activities in Hollywood.®

The Civil Rights Congress

The Civil Rights Congress is a national Gonnmmist, Jpnt organization
formed as the result of the merger of the National Federat;[en for Constitutional

s - 27



Included gmong the Communiste who have _q_a_pp&tgd this orgznizat 'H_m ig Frank
Tuttle who has been identified in Section I as a Communist. In addition,
Lewis Milestone, previously identified in this section of the memorandum,
together with others who have supported the Communist front movement, sup-

ported this organization.

Council of Hollywood Guilds and Uniona
According to Confidentisl Informant

Angeles Office, this organizetion was origina o combat the anti-

Communist activities of the Motion Picgure-*lliance for the Preservation of
American Ideals. 4t the very beginning it was a loosely formed .group composed
of some 21 guilds and unions in the motion picture industry. However, the Com-
mnists seized control of the organization and have taken advantage of its

. position in an effort to obtain further influence among the intellectuals
as well as the trade union field in the motion picture industry.

reflec tha Uncll Was see Ose 1 with the Conference

of Studio Unions, a growp reported to be undar Communi st control,

and pointed out that the "progressives |(probably referring to the pro-“ommunist
element within the Council) saw the current motion picture fijm strike as a
serious threat to the “ouncil of Hollywood Guilds and Unions. °

The report reflected that the Council had supported measures advo-
cated by the “Yommunist Party in Los #angeles, including the following:

1. Participation in the fight for radio freedom.
2. “onferences with Robert Riskin of OWI on educational films
for zurope,
3. Protest against the State Un-American Activities Committee.
4. Support of the proposed State FEPC legislation,.
5. P“ending a delegate to the *in the Peace Conference.
6. A protest against the banning of the Lena Horne film
in Tennessee. )
The document also reflected that the Council in the last few months
has not forgotten the Yugoslavs anti the "ussians, as well as the drive toward
" World War III.
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IV, COMMUNIST I _IN MOTION PICTURES. -~ S

According to Confidential Infomantq the Communist Party
for many years has been concentrating on the writers and directors in the
motion picture industry for the purposs of injecting propagenda into motion
pictures, theege writers and directors being in s position in the creative
f1sld to dstermime the content of the picturs., The writer who creatss ths
dialogue and action and the director who interprets the seme are in e position
to influence olitical philosophy contained in any glven plcture. JFor
this reason, hasg related, the political views and background of the
writer and di or are utilizged to the fullest extent by the fommmniast

Perty, -which has resulted in the infi)ltration of know Communistes and Commu~-
nist Party line fellow travelers into the writers and directors groups.

has related that World War II permitted those writers and
. directors wno acted under Communist guidance to insert sequences and episodes
“into & picture in & most clever manner, ¥or this reason, he related, the
Communiect spparatue in the motion picture industry has been most successful,
having placed in the majority of war pictures tho“ters and directors

+ who were in sympathy with the cause of Communiam, stated thet the
crowning achievement in this respect was the pict iseion to Moscow®,

Wiegion to Moscow", a Warner Bros. releape in May of 1943, was
produced by Rodbert H, Buckmer. Buckner former correspondent in Moscow
of the YLondon Dally Mall", According to he selected J. leyda to
act as technical director for the plcture. yda had been in Moscow at
the same time ae Buckner where he had been comnected with the Bureau of
Revolutionary Writers of the Soviet Motion Plcture Industry. Leyds is iden-
tified in Section I of this memorandum as a Communist. Ee was algo active
in the lIeague of American Writera, a Communist front grouwp.

'nas related that the actual writer of the screen play "Mission
to Moscow" was Erskine Caldwell, Caldwell has been a member of the Leagus

of American Writers for many years., He also made several trips to the Soviet
Union, At one time, he was associate editor of "Soviet Eussia Today”, a
Soviet propaganda publication., Prior Yo August of 1939, he was in faver of

a collective security. During the life of the Hitler-Stalin NonwAggreselon
Pact, he pupported the program of the American Peace Mobilization and openly
opposed Lend-Leane and Selective Service, After June 22, 1941, which wag the
date that the Soviet Union wae invaded by the Nazis, he called for all-out
aid to Britein, Sovie! Russia and China,

The picture *Migelon to Moscow® is based upon the book "Mission to
Moscow® written by former U. S. Ambassador to Russia, Jowth E, Davies, Dus
to the fact that the picture contained pro-Soviet propaganda it was criticized
by several newspapers on these grounds.
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m};u related thet this picture rafsed such '
a controversy througtion ited States 1t was necessary that the

Communist tecknique be changed, He related that the Commnists then de-
cided that the Communist writers and directors must become more subtle.

He stated they are now content to insert a line, a sentence or a situatiom
carrying the Communist Party line into an otherwise non-politicel picturs,
having found that this method is more effective by reason of the fact that

it does not appear to be purpoeeful but Just incidental. He related that
this subtle methed of getting vropagands intc the pictures was not restricted
to war-type pictures or serious drama, He stated that the Communist mes~
sage wee also conveyed in the eo-called "mumicals®, As an example, he cited

tlee-picture "ieet the People", Ha relsted that "Mest the People®, a Metro- .. _

Goldwyn-Mayer production, was & straight mueical comedy and would not
ordinarily be expected to carry a eerious politicsl message. However, a
close examination of the origin of the picture, the backgrounf and activities
of those who made the picture, and the obvious Commnist inspiration dehind
the scenes, will reveal the method end tactice used by the Follywood Com-
munl st elements to utilize the motiom picture industry for propagandia
purposes, The play 1teelf was written by Henry Myers, Jay Gorney mnd

Edward Eliscu, all Comminists who have been previously identified in Section

T o AL R o e s

I of this memorandum.

Prelatod that these are but few examples of the Communist
influence 1n motion pictures, The Communists in influencing the production

of these pictures do not only direct their efforts at injecting provaganda
into the pictures, but alsoc prevent all material that the Party might con-
sider objectionable to ite current progrem from appearing in pictures. It
has been reported that on several instances ths Communi gt element has actually
prevented the maklng of certain pictures.

Among the pictures of this type, according to,. wae "Uncle Tom's
Cabin®, written from the book by Earriet Beecher Stowe. Froduction of this
picture was particularly attacked by elemente of the Communist Party dus to
the fact that it was felt that the picture dld not reflect a proper attituds
on the part of the negroes. Am a result of this pressure, this picture was
withdrawn, Another picture, "The life of Eddis Rickenbacker" met similar
pressure, The Communist Party objected to him because of his expressed
political opinions regarding lador, He was labeled as a Fascist, a Naszi
sympathizer, a reactionary and an deolationist. Pressure was said to have
been put on a number of film stars to refuse leading roles in the picture,
It was aleo sald, that a number of writers were threatened causing somea of
them to refuse to do the script, This again resulted in the picture belng
withdrawn from production,

In sumnarizing the above informatian, Confildential Informant P
has stated that this influence of the Communist Party and its subservi
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arparatus in the motion picture industry was.exceedingly strong. He ad
stated that this influence was facilitated becauses of World War II and the
trend toward internationalism, which made it possible for the exvonents of
certain foreign ideclogles by contrast to overshadow the genuine effects of
our Americen democrecy.

An examination of the list of persone taking part in the production
of o great many of the motion plctures on our screen today will reflect that
a number of individusls who are known Communists or Commnist sympathizers
take an active part in the production of these pictures. ¥or instance, the
picture "The Strange Love of liartha lIvers®, a Paramount releasé, was directed
by.lewia lilestone whose Communist fropt.affiliations have been previocusly -
set out; the screen play was written by Robert Rossen, identified in Section I
a8 a Communiat; and as a member of the cast was Roman Bohnen, also identified
in Section I ge a Communist, These individuale have been referred to by
InformantHas the type who would not hesltate to inject propaganda sequences
8

and suggesvions into the picture,
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V. SOVIET ACTIVITIES IN HOLLYWOOD

lawson, Maltz, Trumbo, Bessie, Dmytrik, Wexley, Rosson and Cole are
Communists and their Communist affiliations are set out in Section I of this
memorandum Ecbmrd G. Robinson has been identified as a Communist by Infomant

Charies uu-ya..i.u, according ¢ DAy or may not be &
Mmmunist Party. umm'wd that Chaplin has
always gone along with the Communist &s helped them financially. He
stated that Chaplin hae financed the West Coast st newspaper “Peoples
World.™ John Carfield, according tc Informant has been affiliated with the
Actors Laboratory, the Young Communist League, ood Anti-Nazi League,
Hollywood Demccratic Committee and the Hollywood Independent Citizens Camittee
- for the Arts, Sciences and Professions. All of the above organisations, with
the exception of the Young Communist League, the .t‘ormer yout.h group of the

det Dawn a1 ad &
Coamunist Party, USA, are discussed in Ssction ITI of this memorandum.

Mikhail Kalatosov, Soviet motion picture representative, came to
-Hollywood in August of 1943, where he endeavored to purchase American films.
Among the films he so.ght to purchase were "Little Foxes" and the "Earl of
Chicago." The first of these films depicts a degenerate Southern family, the
latter is a story of a Chicago gangster in England. It may well be a part of
Kalatozov's plan or propaganda technique to obtain such pictures in order to
exhibit American life at its worst to the Soviet people, much in the manner that
Adolf Hit.ler- through his nmmnndn ninin'l’.w- tried to convinoe tha German
people for several ye years before the war that the United States yu noth:l.ng nore
than & nation of Chicago gangsters. 22
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In Hay of 1944, Gregory L. Irsky, formerly of the Amtorg Trading
Corporation; leonid Kozmatov, {ilm camera man; and Boris Tolstogowzov, a
film technician, came to the United States from the Soviet Union as a
commission to study scientific technique on bebalf of the Soviet Union, to

srrange for cinematographic eguipment negot for technical assistance
in the motion picture field. Informant of the Production
Division for Bell and Howell, motion picture manufac company, related

that Irsky in his contacts with him indicated that he was endeavoring to
disseminate Russian propagenda type films on various phases of Soviet life,
such as the Coviet military strength, under the guise of educational features,
to American schools and colleges. This project, of course, did not materialize.

The Los Angeles pnpers. carried mmercus stories reflecting that
Konstantin Simonov held a party aboard a Russian ship anchored in the harbor

at 1os Angeles. Among those who attended this party were Mr. and Mrs, John -
garfield. Mr. and Mrs. Charles Chaplin and lLewis Milestone, The Los Angsles
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Herald for Mey 28, 1946, reflected that the Jack Tenney (Californies State
legislature Un-American Activities Committee) group was going to conduct
an investigation of this party. It was reflected that the committee was
interssted in the elaborate banquet which was provided for the guests——-
"fhile millions are starving in EBurope-——=providing an iromic touch to the
celebration honoring the proletariat.”

Y
- —— - -1 - -

With regard to Simonov's visit to this country, the Juné, 1946
issue of the "Screen Writer," which is the official publication-of the
Scereen VWiriters Guild, carried a transcript of an informal discussion held
under the auspices of the Hollywood Writers Mobilization between Simonov and
menbers of the Screen Writers Cuild. The informal discussion was presided
over by Dalton Trumbo, & Communist, whose Communist affiliations are set out

in Section I and who is employed as a screen writer in the motion picture
'industry.

This srticle contained a question propounded to Simonov concerning
the rights of a writer to his material. Simonov replled that Soviet writers
do not sell their work outright to the film industry btut rather only sell the
right for sereening, indicating that the right for publishing the material
remains in the hands of the author. It should be pointed ocut that the Screen
Writers Guild is the organization supporting the American Authors Authority,
which program, conceived under Commmist guidance, calls for the copyrighting

and subsequent leasing of screen plays rether than the selling of screen
plays to producers.




Since Shirle:v Konlo:r :I.a emploved in the Office of the American~

of these dealt with various daparﬁnent-s in the United St.atas Motion Picture
Studios and their functions and was apparently drawn up for the purpose

of comparing the efficiency of the United States Motion Piecture Studios with
those of the Soviets., The other was a treatise proposing the formation of a
Motion Picture Research Foundation widch would function under the direct
Jurisdiction of the Motion Picture Producers Association and would be financed
ty the member campanies on an assessment basis in the same ratio as such
companies are now assessed for other Association activities. The Foundation
would have as a purpose the offsetting of ris costs in the and

Artkino Pictures, Incorporated

#

Artkino Pictures, Incorporated, was chartered in New York on

July 22, 1940, It bhas registered, listing as its foreign principal, Soyurintorgkin
Moacow, USSE.

The organization claims that it is engaged in the importation of
motion picture films from Soviet Russia and the distribution of tnese films
in the Western Hemisphere. Although there is no apparent direct commection
between Artkino Pictures, Incorporated, and the Commudst Party, USA, several
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of the people associated with the organization have been identified
eitner as members of the Communist Party, Communist Political Association

or closely associated with the Communist movement through front organiza=-
tHons.

Rose Madell, who was listed as Vice President in Jammary of 1947
of Artkino Pictures, Incorporated, is msfried to Sam Madell, alias. Sam
am Vedell has beeg reported bv severgl relisble sources,
and reliable
iated with the Waterfront

Ginger Canor, switchboard operator at Artkino, is believed to be

“ ZIdentical with Gertrude Canor, who was in New York City on February 2,
1925, . Beliable informant a former member of the Communist
Party and former confident ol the New York Office, reported

that Ginger Robescn, believed to be identical with Ginger Canor, was among
those present at the Inmwood Victory Club of the Communist Political
Association on February 6, 1945, at New York City. He also reported that she
was among those present at two other meetings of this same Club, one held

on December 26, 1944, and the other on Jamwery 23, 1945. Nancy Markoff,
lipted as a telephone operator at Artkino, has been referred to by

informant Abraham Naidich as a member of the OGPU, presently known as the
UGB..- At the present time this allegation has not bsen proven or disproven.

Howéver, investigation is being made to determine the exact status of this
individual,
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VI. INVESTIGATION OF COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE MOTION PTCTURE
TNDUSTRY BY THE COMMITTEE ON UN~AMERICAN ACTIVIT [
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

The House Committee on Un-American Activities publicly announced

on June 20, 1945, that it had voted to investigate subversive activities in
Hollywood to determine whether film stars and producers were involvad ins

plot to overthrow the Covernment.

=3 .-

.. - -

It would appear that this decision on the part of the Committee was
reached as a result of articles sppearing in los Angeles newspapers following
a meeting in the City of Los Angeles on June 8, 1945, sponsored by the "New
Masses," a Communist publication, and held in honor of William Gropper,
cartoonist for the publication. Principal spesakers included Richard Bransten,
also known as Bruce Minton, fommer contributing editor of the 'New Masses,"
and his wife, Ruth McKenney, also a former contributing editor of the *New
uasses,ﬂ as well as Joseph Foster, film editor of "New lMasses.* With regard
to Richard Bransten and Ruth licKenmey, it will be recalled that on September 19,
1946, these individuals were expelled from the Communist Party for an
unauthorized release of a report on the National Plenum of the Communist Party
held in July of 1946,

The Los Angeles papers reflected that the speakers indicated that
Communist propaganda and activities in the future would be centered around
Hollywood, that Commmisis were Seeking to sirengihen itheir ties wiih the
¥hite House, that pressure must be exsrted to continue lend-lease to Russia
and that "the thousands of pretty young girls in our Communist Youth Movement
must volunteer as hostesses in USQO'!'s, canteens, churches, social groups-
wherever the soldiers, sallors, and marines seek recreation and are prone
to0 listen to persuasive voices." The latter quoted statement concerning
young girls in the Communist movement appesared in the Los Angeles Examiner.
However, the Agents of the loes Angeles 0ffice who were in attendance at this
meeting stated that thds quotation was an inaccuracy on the part of the paper.
The Agents attending the meeting also pointed out that the Examiner made the
statement that the program presented had been ®"carefully blueprinted in New

York City by Earl Browder and other American Soviets.” No such statement
in fact had been made at the meeting.

The Congressional investigation was held as a result, and following
the investigation the Committee prepared three confidential reports. The
first report contained many blanket statements and conclusions which did nmot

appear to be supported by svidence,.
20
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The first section of this report was devoted to the naming of
some of the prominent Communists in Hollywood. The second section dealt with
the Actors Laboratory, & Communist~influenced group, the Hollywood Independent
Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions (formerly known as
the Hollywood Democratic Committee), the Emergency Committee on KFI, the
Anti-Defamation League, the Peoples Educational Center and the Hollywood
Writers Mobilization, &ll of which were referred to as Commwrst-inspired
groups, with brief statements concerning ‘the activities of known Communists -
connected with these groups, ~=-

The next section set forth a list of names of individuals "believed
"to be" members of the Party in the Hollywood area. Section Four dealt with
Communist activities in the various guilds in Hollywood and contained for the
most part general statements concerning these guilds.

. Part Five entitled "Communists in Lsbor Unions," was devoted in
the main to Herbert K. Sorrell, one of the principal figuree in the motion
picture industry strikes. Part Six entitled "Russian Govermment's Interest
in Motion Pictures,% discussed primarily the visit of ¥ikhail Kalotozov to
Hollywood. Kalotozov, who was in Hollywood during 1943 was a representative
of the Soviet Film Industry, Soyuzintorgkino. The motion picture, "Mission
to Moscow® was also discussed in this section, particulariy with regard to
the newspaper comments made concerning it, indicating that the picture was
nonfactual and uatruthful. The conclusion of the report discussed the
aforementioned Communist meeting held in honor of the *New Masses.* 4
considerable portion was alsoc devoted to the alleged trouble that Ivan
levedoff, actor and writer, had in obtaining employment because he was
opposed to Communists and Communism.

The second report, which was called a supplemental report, was
dated September 28, 1945, and revieswed the publications: *“International
Theater, " s&id to be an official publication of the International Union
of the Revolutionary Committee, published in Moscow, Russia; "The New
Theater," an American publication, the organ of the Workers Committee, which
was a section of the International Union of the Revolutionary Theater;
"International Literature,” said to be an organ of the International Union
of Revolutionary Writers published in Moscow; and the *T.A.C. Magaszine,"
an American publication sponsored by the Theater Arts Committee. The
international and Coammunist connections of these publications from available
copies were reviewad and set out in this report.

::. g :"E:‘.
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The third report, another supplemental report, issued early in
1946, limited its scope to the activities and affiliations of the Communist
activities engaged in by the writers employed by Metro-Goldwyn Mayer
Studiocs.

This ssme Congressional Coweittee on December 3, 1946, held a

WSS R T FES e E LTS Cdndd a

pnliminary hgaring in Los Angeles concerning the COmu.niat activity in the
film industry and, according to reports received, only three witnesses were
called and the hearinga were superficial. The Committee announced, however,
that it would return in January of 1947 t¢ conduct extensive hearings on all
phases of this type of activity in Hollywood.

The next statement concerning Communist activity in the motion
plcture industry was made by you in your testimony before this group on
March 26, 1947. On this occasion you pointed out that the Communists launched
their attack in Hollywood during 1935, directing their activities at the
infiltration of labor unions and so-called intellectual and creative fields,
You stated that the Communist activity in Hollywood was effective and was
furthered by Communists and Oommﬁ.st aympat.hizers who used the prestige of

e By L TV [ R . P PSR U 1 7Y P—— w___ T
P&lelﬂlb 4INLIVIGUBLS ATl wie le bULDl'U W J.urnner BIB]..I' cause, 10U 8180

stated that the Communists endeavored to insert into motion pictures
Communist propaganda and to eliminate anti-Communist statements,

Following your testimony you will recall that Eric Johnston,
of the motion picture industry, testified before this Committes. The
Washington Post in reference to Johnston's appeirance quoted him as stating,
“As for there being Communist influence in the movies, such an accusation
is absurd. If Hollywood were a Commumist network, I should not be attacked

every morning in the 'Deily Woriter!! —= o8 T can assurs you I
&I -—-."
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As you will further recall, Father Cronin telephonically advised Mr,
Tamm that Johnston had reguessted him to draw up a program for the elimination of
Communists in the motion picture industry. You will also undoubtedly have noted
that ifr. Johnston and his associates have hired former Secretary of State James
F. Byrnes as their attorney and his first assignment will be to represent Johnston's
organization when the Un-American Activities Committee holds its hearings on Com-
munist activity in the motion picture industry in Washington, D. C. during September
of 1947. These actions on the part of Johnston do not show a consistency with his
statements as quoted in the ¥ashington Post and referred to above.

o ._ Confidential Ini‘ormanW of the los Angeles Office,
advised that members of the Un~ onmittee arriveq in Hollywood  ~
on sday 8, 1947, amid a great fanfare of press releases and headlines, to conduct -
an inquiry concerning Communism in the motion picture industry and to ascertain
“specifically the activities of hanns Fisler, the brother of Gerhardt Eisler, who

is employgd in the motion picture industry as a writer.

Novelist Rupert Hughes testified betore the Committee on iay 15, 1947,
at which time he stated that Communists dominated Hollywood +o a large degree and
specifically menticned Charles Chaplin and John Howard Lawson. Jack Tarner, Vice
President of Warner Brothers Studio, also is said to have testified and complimented

the Committee on the work it was doing.

Chairman Thomas of the Committee complimented Adolf :denjou for his en-
lightening presentation before the Committee, stating that .denjou testified that
Communists in the f£ilm industry were so powerful that many of the "little people®
were afraid to move against them.

Mrs, Lela Rogers, mother of Ginger FKogers, who appeared before the
Comuittee, referred to "The Little Red School House" as being the People's Educa-
tional Center in Hollywood and also testified concerning an alleged Communist
statement that her daughter refused to say in the motion picture "Tender Comrade.®

: Robert Taylor also testified,relating that he was forced by Lowell
Mellett, former Administrative issistant to the late President Roosevelt, into

playing in a motion picture which favored Russian ideclogies over American, The

Los Angeles Examiner of May 15, 1547, from which this information was obtained,

reflected that iMellett was also affiliated with the Office of War Information as

the Director of the Motion Picture Division. The article further reflected that

Mellett specifically came to Hollywood for the express purpose of overruling Taylor's

objection to appearing in the 1943 release "Song of Russia.®

Other individuals prominent in the £ilm world who appeared before the
Committee included Screen Actor Kichard Arlen and Henry Ginsberg, Vice President
in Charge of Production at Paramount Studios. Viktor Kravchenko, estranged Soviet
official, appeared before the Comuittee and was quoted by the lLos Angeles Examiner

' e ARL
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for iay 17, 1947, as having stated that Hollywood was a serious intellectual
front in the United States and it was necessary to clear Hollywood of the Communiste
and Communicst sympathizers.

The New York Times of say 17, 1947 quoted Chairman J., Parnell Thomas
of the Un-dmerican Activities Committee as asserting after a week of hearings on
suoversive activitles in Hollywood that "90% of the Communist infiltration" was in
the Screen Writing field, but that the Federal Government had also abetted the work.
He related that in the testimony of 1k actors, writers, and producers, a very out~
standing point that appeared many times was the influence of tne "Government in

.. aiding tne Communist conspiracy." - -

.. -

The article also reflected that Mr. Thomas stated he reported testimony
reflecting that even the ihite fouse exerted its influence on certain people in
" Hollywood to have certain pro-Russian motion pictures filmed during the regime of
the late President Roosevelt.

He also indicated that he was not{ only referring to the incident which
-came out as a result of the testimony of Robert Taylor, but to other statements
made by actors and producers who indicated how the Government persuaded them to put
out Commnist propaganda in their productions.




