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¥ay 12, 1956

iur. J. Edsar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investi-:ation
¥ashington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

I woula like some information rezarding the organization,
AERTCAN FRIENDS SERVICE COwwITTIE. Are they listed as &
subversive oranisation by your depariwent? Are they listed
as a subversive organization, that is not exempt Srom tux
deductions as a charitabtle institution, by the U.S. Treasury
Departaent?

My reason for asking this information is this: O(ur Yearly
Meeting, Orezon Yearly ieeting of the bFriends Church, severed
all connections with the A F.S.C. in 195L. They have hed me
on their wailin: list, and I requested thazt my naie be dropped
because of the action of the Yearly ileeting and the action
that I had heard was tsken by the Treasury Depzriment, Can
you verify my miszivings about the Urganization?

Sincerely,

TR S S p
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May 21, 1966

Dear

Your letter dated May 12, 1950, has been
received. _

Although I would iike to be of service, information
in FBI files 18 confidential and avallable for official use only.
1 would like to point out also that this Bureau is strictly a
fact-gathering agency and does not mwake evaluations or draw
conclusions as to the character or integrity of any organization,
publication or individual, I know that you will understand the
reasons for these rules and will not infer from my in.abihty to
be of assistance either that we do or that we do not have the
information you desire.

L3

Bince your communication is of interest to
another governmental agency, I am taking the liberty of
.referring a copy of it to The Honorable, The Secretary of
the Treasury, Fifteenth Street and Pennsylvania Avenue,
Northwest, Washington, D. C. .

Sincerely yours,

schn Edyar Hoover
, actor
~ Copy of jpo-sent by form to Secretary of the Treasury.
NOTE: Bu ile reflects that American Friends Service Co
hp,a -'spposed mililary conflict, preparedness and drafting of men sinc
sunidation in 1817, It is vcry active in local and foreign relief. Dur
World War 11, it assisted Conscientious Objectors, and in cooperatic
U. 8. Govermment, aided in realloucating Japancse from the Wast 7
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absence and 16 travélling in Afries at her own expense,

The American Friends Service Committee, which is the Quaker
organization and not & front agency, informed the Department that
it very much hopes to reinstate Miss Fairfax upon her return from
ber current tour and has already offered her a choice of thres .
different positions. The organizotion regards Miss Fairfax as a
mature, experienced worker for whom they have high respect and in
whom they have much confidence. Miss Fairfax had previously '

Austria

representad the Service Committee in field work in both
and Israel,

|

g

4

L b Al g iy g S,

N
/90— 137X -

ANDEXED - &

STPARTMENT OF STATE l}
: 440 2.1 1356 ~ NOT RECORDED =
: RI : - F
; OFFICE OF SECU . 17 MAY 24 1956
: i\’;’;'{ 7o 8f Fuep | ﬂ 109 A ;
s _ W;O INITIALS ___l
SR % . CONFITENTIAL
° DRYYEFEL: - -F lg AFPROVED BY: B
' mﬁlﬂﬂah:msg 5/17/56 NEL/P - Edwin M. J, Kretzms
CITARANCES. » :
| AF - Mr, Dumont SEV - Mr. Seamans ‘
L.‘;‘:':a T b~ - P e & - .



i
-~

Office Memorandum: - vnitep sTATES GOVERNMENT
To 1 Director, F5l SMIMNNVMAREMNN o= 5/31/56

‘,fgpu /I SAc, Philadelp'hiaﬂ‘

¢
SUBJECT:  COMINFIL AMERICAN FRIENDS

SEEVICEACOMMITTEEﬂ

¢ © THUMBNAIL SKETCHES oN ¥

SHE‘ERSIVE ORGANIZATIONS

1%)-,

' The following information 1s being submitted in
order to bring up to date the thumbnail sketch previously
submitted on the American Friends Service Committee:

”””,,, Confidential Informant T-2, who has furnished re-"
liable information in the past and who is familiar with some
of the activities of the CP and CP front groups in the Phila-
delphia area, as well as the policies and activities of the
American Friends Service Committee, advised on 11/10/55 that,
to his knowledge, there have been no attempts by the CP to
infiltrate the American Friends Service Committee.

220
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84C, Philodelphia RIS June 27, 1956

Director, FBI

CONTNFIL AUFRICAN FRIENDS
SYRYICYE COMNITIZER

Reurlet 5-31-86 su&nftttng o thuabdbnail
8keteh of captioned organtrsation.

In view of the nature of thtg orrantsation
ond the lack of inforaationrn indicating Com~unist Party
infiltration, it should not be documented tn reports,
In view of the adone, the thuadnoil sk-tech of this
oroanization {8 being cancelled, If, in the future,
the Comzunist Farty {e successful in infilircting
this cowilittee, the Bureau ghould be inmzedioctely
advised and a revised thumbnail sketch subnitted,

Q>
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The A3, pith hendcuarters ot Fhtladelphia,
Fennunylvanic, hos stated that {its purposes are tu relieve
kuann susferiny vherever It $a found and te ecse tension
heteeen judiviiunl jroups or notions, It natiatavny relicS
Csencles Throughout iae world, includiny thome countries
under cc=nuatst conirol. The AI5C 88 reportedly a sincere
paeifist roup and has been since tts Ianception in 1517,
iNere I8 no fnfornctian avatlable indicating tiat thie

orgonisotion hns been enjyaged fta any connuniat actiuities
or 8 (nfiitrated by the Conuunkiat Jariy.
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SUBJECT: COMINFIL

AMZRICAN FRIENDS SERVICE COMMITTEE

VISIT OF AMFRICAN FRIENDS SERVICE

-

on May 29, 1856, Confidential Informant GNP, who has
ished reliable information in the past, furnished Sa
with the enclosed 9lU-page bockle}i entitled“leeting the
Russilzns" which informant had received on that date from the Infor-
mation Service of the American Priends Service Committee.

This booklet 18 a report prepared by the six-man delegatio:
of the American Friends Service Cormmittee which visited the U,S.S.RH.

Tuv de Toders bt il Tar Elm Prmvvmr -t men Cmantsd oo
J-“ Uw-‘c, -Ly,)). J.I! .- UCJ.1.15 u.LD d J-Uubcu vy i J.il..LUJ.LuGI.«.Luu [=1=Fa V.Lb!':

of the American Friends Service Committee.

This booklet 1s being forwarded to the Bureau for review
and if the Bureau does not desire to retain the dbooklet, it should
be returned to Philadelphia for 1nc1usion in the American Friends
Service Committee file, .
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R / ”
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A review of the investigative reports furnished by the - "

Bureau concerning the capticned organization indicates that, irre-ﬂ \ o
spective of the availability of informants, there is not sufficienaﬁ"ﬂ\
evidence &t this time to justify the filing of a petition with the o
Subversive Activities Control Board to require it to register as a . F
Communist-front organiretion under the Subversive Activities Contro

Act of 1550, , . >< J

The file on this organization will be re-examined as i+
additional information is furnished relevant to the applicable

:definition and criteria under the Act. - ‘ .
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lack of machine:
Two-thirds of the By
sian people are run

X Hugh W. Moore and
¢ : Pastor Orlov of 2000.

; member Leningrad
Baptist church ehat by
Astoria Hotel, A main
purpose of wvisit was
religious  fellowship,

¢ Cover: Clarence E. Pickett meets Orthodox churchmen st Zagorsk Seminary. Inset, NS¢, Bophla Cathedral, Ki

; Six American Quakers traveled 12,000 mtiles in the Soviet Union in
_me, 1955. Since their return they have traveled even greafer
distances to speak in hundreds of meetings and by radio and tele-
' vision about what they learned. This written report, in ansiwer lo
« demand for a fuller account, reveals that recent developments in
the Sevict Union tend to bear ont their persvnal observations,
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Introduction .

The Soviet Scene in Focus

It is easy for the foreign visitor in the Soviet Union to
fecl a little as if he were looking at a threc-dimensional motion
picture without the necessary colored spectacles that are nor-
mally furnished by the management. Through one eyve he sees
a political and social system vastly different from his own at
home or from any of the svstems he may know anywhere in
the non-Communist world. Through his olher eye he sees ordi-
nary human beings, very much like himself, who appear to be
leading fairly normal lives within this strange system, and who
know so little about the rest of the world that it is difficult to
discuss it in terms that are intelligible to them. The bewildered
foreign visitor, after trying in vain to bring these two pictures
into focus, is apt to give up and simply ignore one image or the
other.

The resultant picture of what he sees will be clear but it
will lack the full dimensions of reality. The consequence is that
the impressions of wisitors relurning from the Soviet Union
tend to be even more contradictory than those of the usual
foreign traveler appraising a culture not his own.

Two Clues to Clarily

Unfortunately, the blurred images of what the foreign
visitor sces in the Soviet Union cannot be brought into focus
by any such simple expedient as Jooking at them through red-
and-green speciacles. Facing the complex puzzle of a society
vaslly different from his own, the traveler finds himself casting
about for some clue to the puzzle, some simple formula that will
enable him to understand and interpret what is strange about
it in terms that are familiar to him through his experience in
his own society. This effort to find simple interpretations can
be misleading, and we are aware of its dangers; but we should
like, ncvertheless, to preface this account of our visit to the
Soviet Union by sharing two generalizations that have made
our expericnces more intelligible to us. One views Soviet moral-
ity in terms of military necessity. The other sees Soviet dog-
matism as an expression of a belief in “one true failh.”



Jespite this persecution, a mnumber of non- - prmist
Christian groups had arisen in the Nineteenth Centu:, and by
1917 could count a substantial number of converts. The Rus-
sian Baptist Union, originating in the Ukraine, and the closely
related Union of Evangelical Christiads that had sprung from
Lord Radstock’s missionary work in St. Petersburg, were two
of the most important of these dissenting groups, and between
them they could count more than 105,000 members jn 1914.*

Orthodox Power Destroyed

The immediate impact of the Revolution waa to benefit the
non-conformist sects by destroying the power of the Orthodox
Church. For the first time they enjoyed a legal status, and in
spite of an atmosphere of increasing Communist hostility the
Baptists and Evangelical Christians grew to a combined mem-
bership of at least 4,000,000 by 1928. The history of the Orithodox

Church during this

garma norind ie af sourse onita diferant
wuaren 4 3 same oI gourse, quite Qi L.

period is, Toren
The unfortunate intolerance, obscurantism and eorruption of
much of the State Church prior to the Revolution marked it as
a particular target of the militantly atheistic Communists, and
there began at once the long and involved struggle befween the
government and the now disestablished church that did not end
until 1943, when an agreement was entered into which granted
gll religious groups in the Soviet Union a measure of freedom
in purely religious matters in return for their pledge not to
interfere in the spheres of activity that the state reserved to
itself.

This struggle between state and church, aimed originally
at the dominant QOrthodox Church, in time was broadened to
include all religious groups, and between 1929 and 1943 every
religious faith operated under severe and hostile restrictions.
It was still possible to hold services of worship, but the basic
Soviet law on religion, issued in 1929, forbade activities other
than worship, and struck so efectively at church organization
that the number of funectioning churches and congregations
declined drastically during the 1930's. By 1540, for example,
the number of Baptist and Evangelical Christian congregations
was cut from its 1928 figure of 8,200 to less than 1,000.

All of this changed with the 1943 agreement, which is still
the basic law under whick all religious groups function. Under it

anv churech iz fres to oreanize train its clarov. socl- namr rambara
any church 18 free to organize, train its clergy, seek new members

and conduct its services without fear of persecution. We found

* Serge Bolshakeff, Russian Non-Conformity (Philadelphia: The
‘Westminster Press, 1850), p. 118.

&9



Vil
Religion in an Anti-Religious State

When our group requested visas at the Soviet Embassy
Washington, we stated as one of our major purposes the des
to see something of religious life in the Soviet Union. It wo
appear that this desire was culled to the particular attent:
of the Evangelical Christizn Baptists, for their leadership w
comed us most warmly in Leningrad and Moscow, and la
advised their provincial leaders of our itinerary, so that Bapt
officials, usually hearing flowers, were almost a welcoming fixtt
at the airports where we landed, We visited not only sey
individual congregations of the Baptists, but also several Ort]
dox churches, a theological seminary for training the Orthot
priesthood, a church of the Old Believers, who separated fr
the Orthodox Church 300 years ago, and two Jewish synagogu

In addition, we had a number of extended conversatic
with Baptist leaders in different parts of the Soviet Union, n
with Metropolitan Nikolal in Moscow and interviewed the s
retary of the Council on Affairs of Religious Cults, the gove
ment agency responsible for relations with all religious groy
in the Soviet Union (except the Orthodox Church). All of th
contacts helped provide an impression of the status of relig
in Russia teday and the prospects for its future vitality.

The various Christian churches in the Soviet Union h:
had a dramatic history since the 1917 Revolution. In tsa:
times the Russian Orthodox Church held a privileged posit
strikingly similar to that whieh is held in the Soviet Union toc
by the official religion of Marxism-Leninism. Only the Orthoc
Church had the right to carry on missionary work among otl
religious groups; and a government decoration, the third gr:
of the Order of St. Anne, was granted to any Orthedox w
sionary “who is so fortunate as to make, with the aid of -
police, 100 converts among the schismatics or infidels.”* It v
a criminal offense, punishable by prison or exile, to criticize
Orthedox Church or elergy, to convert an Orthodox fellower
any other faith or to publish or distribute any literature ¢
sidered to advocate dissent from the established faith.

* M. Searle Bates, Religious Liberty: An Inguiry {(New York: Ha:
and Brothers, 1%4%), pp. 245-48.

68
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of he  thusiasm for O. Henry, Mark Twain, the Russiap “ns-
sics auw a few of the better Soviet writers. Even thouy he
foreign works in thisz reading material give the Russians an
outdated and distorted picture of the outside world {(based, for
example, on such assiduousty reprinted whrks as Uncle Tom's
Cabin), still they are steeping themselves in much of the world's
greatest literature. Despite the selective process that delermines
what is to be published, this great treasury of literary classies
that is being made available to Russian readers gives them a view
of man, the world and the meaning of life that is far too rich
znd complex to fit easily into the confines of Marxist-Leninist
doctrine. What is more, present trends in Soviet book publish-
ing point in the direction of greater variety in the future. The
mest startling and encouraging news in recent Soviet literary
history was the anncuncement we heard informally during our
visit (which was confirmed in the Soviet press a few months
later) that the first sizable edition of Dostoevski’s works to
appear in the Soviet Union since the 1920°s would be published
during 1956 as a part of the observance of the 75th anniversary
of his death. Of scarcely less significance as a sign of the fimes
is the announcement that the 125th anrniversary of the birth of
Nikolai Leskov will be commemorated with a 12-volume edition
of his selected writings, which will include numerous works that
have not been republished since the Soviet Revolution. Prabably
ne other writers of their stature in sll Russian literature fit so
il into the framework of Marxist-Leninist orthodoxy, and these
two editions of their works are significant literary events,

No one who has read The Brothers Karamazov or The
Possessed will fail to see the clear contradiction between pub-
lishing these works of Dostoevski and attempting to impose
Marxist-Leninist orthodoxy upon the whole Soviet popula-
tion. It is such contradictions as these that should make foreign
observers beware of easy generalizations about Soviet reality.
Who can say what fruits of the spirit may yet come forth in
some distant—or not so distant—future out of just such con-
tradictions as these? '

&7
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The George Washinglons, Thomay Jelle s and Abraham )
colng who struggled for jusiice and freedem in Nineteenth (
tury Russia were not stutesmen but writers. This Lraditi
interest in literature has been increased and reinforced by
phenomenal rise in literacy rates achieved by the Soviet emph
on universal education. Another resson is that the range
reading matter available to Russians in their bockshops is
narrower than the range available in most non-Commu
countries in the West. The authoritarian control of all publ
ing by the Soviet state gives the Russian reader no chane
be tempted by erime comics, magazines of movie gossip or ¢
sensationalism. (It also gives him no chance nowadays to ob
the works of a number of distinguished Russian writers of
pericd just before and just after the Revolution,) If the Rus
wants to read anything at all, his choice is limited virtuall
political books, technical hooks, carefully selected classics
Russian and foreign literatures and Soviet works written in
officially recommended spirit of optimistic idealism whic
called “socialist realism.” The popularity of the Ninetee
Century Russian classics requires no particularly ingen
explanation; they are simply great literature. The popula
of foreign literature, however, seems to be due not only to
Russians’ robust appetite for culture but alsc to the fact
they have so long been cut off from most normal contacts -
the rest of the world. Translations from foreign literatures
virtually their only first-hand contact with the thought of
outside world.

Reading Choice Restricted \

This paternalistic contrel of literature by the Soviet
thorities would be insufferable to most Western readers, whe
accustomed to deciding for themselves what literature they
sider good and what literature bad. Nevertheless, it will be i
esting to see what finally comes of this state-enforced lite
tutelage in the Soviet Union. Today, thanks ¢ his narrow
of choice in reading matter, to his isolation from the ou
world and perhaps also to the rather drab reality of his
life, the average Russian—especially in the cities—read:
more and far better books than the average American or ¥
ern Eurcpean. We saw taxi drivers reading Dreiser and I
Zola, discussed Pushkin’s and Lermontov’s poetry with a
miner on a Volga excursion boat, saw ordinary people in tr
busses reading Leo Tolstoy (and others uncritically devo
Jzck London!), and listened to a pretty airline stewardes

&8



of Quirofe in Russian tranzlation, which was issu  +few
monlns before our visit, did not appear in the bookstores at all,
because the entire edition had been bought up by advance drders.
We heard a few Russians grumbling about this state of affairs
in terms that hinted at speculation in literature. These hints
were apparently confirmed later when one member of cur group
happened upon a kind of ambulant literary black market in the
heart of Moscow. The market was “black™ not because the books
that changed hands there were forbidden but because specula-
tion in anvthing is forbidden in the Soviet Union. The books
were simply works that were in such great demand they could
not be obtained in the bookshops. Most of them were Russian
translations of works by foreign authors—Dickens, Balzae, Q.
Henry, Dreiser, Jack London, Mark Twzin and others.

Crowded Bookstores

In Moscow bookstores we often saw crowds standing three
and four deep around the counters at which literary works were
=old. The contrast between the literary counters and the political
counters was so siriking that we began deliberately checking on
our impressions during our walks through the city. Not once did
we see a crowd standing around the counter at which political
bocks were sold. Several times we did not even see 2 clerk there.
{No doubt she was helping to take care of the crowd at the Jiter.
ary counter!) Once when we teased a Soviet acquaintance about
this implication of polifical indifference, he replied indignantly :
“It doesn’t mean a thing! That's only because there are always
sc many new books appearing at the literary counters. All of
us have the Marxist classics at home already; so we don’t have
to spend a lot of time at the political counter. But you should
see the crowd there when some importznt new political book
comes out!”

We are still not convinced. To us the empty political counters
in the bookshops reinforced our impression that Soviet citizens
are amoeng the most unpolitical people we have ever known.
Here too, no doubt, one can see the Communists’ own dialectical
process at work, as if to spite them. Their overemphasis upon
the forms of political activity without the peolitical freedom that
would give life to these forms has produced the very antithesis
of what they wanted: political formalism and apathy, the trans-
formation of political aetivity into political ritual.

What is it that has led to the great Russian interest in the
classics of their own and foreign literatures? One reason, no
doubt, is thet the Russians have always taken literature seriously.

s
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Igor is presented in such realistic detail .t one’s attention
in danger of being drawn away from the music by the sta
that come out one by one when the eclipse reaches its heigh
In the final act of Moussorgsky's Boris Gadunov at the Bolsh
Theater ancient wooden Moscow burns down with enough re:
ism to make the audience start looking for the nearest exit.
The Soviet theater inherited a magnificent theatrical trad
tion, which had been created by such masters as Stanislavsk
and Nemirovich-Danchenko and was enriched in the early year
of the Soviet period by the bold genius of Vsevolod Meyerhok
The experimental vigor of the 1920°s was numbed, however, i
the cold winds of conformity that swept through the Sovie
Union in the 1930's, and the Soviet theater has remained fair!
static ever since. This conservatism has been reinforeed by th
traditional repertory system of Russian theaters. Virtually th
same selection of Russian and foreign plays is produced yea
after year. The strength of this system is that it offers Sovic
theatergoers — particularly in the large cities — a magnificer
array of the best drama of all times. During one week of ou
visit the theaters of Moscow alone offered five plays of Shake:
peare {Hamlet, Othello played in two different theaters, Twelft

- Night, Much Ado About Nothing and Two Gentlemen of Verona)

and plays by a dozen other foreign authors, including the Eng
lishman John Galsworthy, the German Friedrich Schiller, th

_ Spaniard Lope de Vega and the American Lillian Hellman

Foreign and pre-revolutionary Russian drama made up abot
half of that week’s repertory of all the theaters in Moscow, Alon
with its strength, thissconservative Soviel theatrical system als
has the weakness of monotony. While New Yorkers are able ¢
see some 80 new plays every year, Londoners ahout 100 an
Parisians about 150 (few of them masterpieces, to be sure), th
Moscow theatergoer rarely has a chance to see more than
dozen new plays from one year to the next.

Literary Black Market

The most interesting manifestation of the Russians' cu
turul interests was to be found in their bookshops. Books in th

_ Soviet Union are relatively cheap, and the Russlans are ins:

tiable readers. Their tastes run strongly to their own classics an
to the foreign works that are permitfted to circulate in Russia
transiation. Works by Tolstoy, Turgenev, Pushkin, Gogol and
host of lesser Russian writers of the Nineteenth Century a:
published in enormous editions, often running into hundreds
thousands of copies. Several Russians told us that a new editio
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every .nd all day long there was a line of people in T
of the museurn awaiting their turn to see the ccllection.

Some members of our group were particularly interested in
the plastic arts and made an effort to determine whul new trends
or innovations had appeared since 1939, when the flower of
Saviet realism was exhibited at the New York World's Fair.
We spent some time in the Tretvakov Gallery in Moscow, which
specializes in Russian art and is arranged by years, thus facilitat-
ing our effort to study the trends. We got the impression that
there was probably some greater freedom in the choice of subject
matter toeday than in 1939, Along with the prevailing type of
painting with an obvious social message there were some land-
scapes and some still lifes. As for techniques, there was nothing
new or experimental. A very few canvasses had touches of im-
pressionistic brush work but nothing reflecting the infiuence of
Twentieth Century painting in the West. While considerable
technical skill of a conventional kind was reflected in numerous
paintings, the general result might be deseribed as ealendar art.
Going back to the Nineteenth Century and before, we felt that
even Soviet realism was perhaps an improvement on early Rus-
sian painting. For many decades Russian painters seemed to be
concerned largely with portraiture in a static style.

The canons of Russian taste are perhaps more acceptable
in sculpture than in painting. There were some effective char-
acter studies in this medium, and in some public buildings we
gaw monumental examples of high relief, with hundreds of
sculptured figures marching cut of a painted background. The
absence of what we call modern architecture is one of the most
striking things abeut the Soviet building program. New con-
struction is almost entirely in ornate Victorian style, an indica-
tion perhaps of the cultural stage through which the Soviet
people are now passing. The only “modern” building we saw
was the box-like theatre in Rostov, built experimentally in the
1930’s and now considered outdated by the Soviet eitizenry.

3

Theatrical Realism

The Soviet cultivation of realism in art probably finds its
best application in the theater. For perfection in creating the
theatrical illusion of reality it would probably be hard to find
an equal anywhere in the world to the Bolshoi Theater in Mos-
cow, On the tremendous stage of the Bolshoi, almost as deep as
the auditorium itself, a river is not just a painted strip on a
backdrop, but it has waves and ripples and keeps flowing
throughout the scene. The total eclipse in Borodin’s opera Prince
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quite as impressive as present-day achie  ints.in the naturs
sciences. .

In general the Soviet universities appenr to be one of the
most hopeful forces in Soviet society. By its very nature as ar
institution organized to expiore the frontiers of knowledge, the
university cunnotl be wholly regimoented, for then it wonld cense
to funcetion as a university, and the vital sources of our expand
ing knowledge about man and the world would begin to dry up
The great emphasis that is placed on the natural sciences anc
the scientific method in Soviet education tends to cultivate I
Soviet students and scholars an attitude of mind that is unlikely
to prove compatible very long with any dogmatism, including
the present dogmatic interpretations of Marxism. I will be
intercsting to see what the ultimate consequences will be of the
present emphasis on science in Soviet education, One wonder:
what significance there may be even now in the proportions o
Communist Party memhers in university faculties. While 34.
per cent of all teachers in higher education in 1947 were Part)
members, the percentage among full professors was only 25.
and among professors in enginecring technical fields only 17

During World War II, when Wendell Willkie visited th

" Soviet Union on his trip around the world, he told Stalin he wa:

impressed by the scheols and libraries he had seen. “But if you
continue to educate the Russian people, Mr. Stalin,” he said
“the first thing you know you'll educate yourself out of a job.""

It must be admitted that the Communist Party is a lon
way as yet from having educated its own dictatorship out o
existence. But in the emphasis it has placed upon education—
even though that education is as “partisan’” and biased zs th
Party can make it—the Party has set in motion a force that ma:
possibly have a significant leavening influence, in the course o
time, upon the Communist dictatorship itself.

Thirst for Cullure

Few things in Russia impressed us s0 much as the well
nigh inexhaustible thirst of the Russian people for culture. [
Leningrad we saw c¢rowds of unsophisticated-locking Russian
walking wide-eyed through the galleries of the Hermitage Mu
seum, which holds one of the richest art collections in the worlc
In Moscow, where the Dresden art treasures (taken out of Ger
many at the end of World War II) were placed on display fo
the three summer months before being returned to German;

* Wendell Wilikie, Ore World (New York: Pocket Books, Inc., 1943
pp. 70-71.
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insti* s was approximately 1 to 12.6, while in the TUnited States
it is at 1 to 14. Although there were only 27,000 gr  «te
students enrolled in the Soviet Union in 1952 (as compa. . to
69,000 master’s and doctor’s degrees alone awarded in the United
States that year), the Soviet Union in 1034 graduated twice as
many engineers as the United States and three times as many
physicians. More than §0 per cent of all Soviet graduates that
year were in engineering and the sciences, as compared to 25
per cent in the United States. By 1950 the Soviet Union had
about 100 persons with a higher education for every 10,000 popu-
lation, which is a slightly higher proportion than that of most
Western European countries but is far below the United States
figure of 820 per 10,000 population. The number of Soviet c¢iti-
zens with higher education working in the applied seientifie
fields, however, iz believed to equal or slightly surpass the num-
ber in the United States.

Up to 1940 al! Soviet education was tuition-free and & broad
scholarship program provided all studenis exeept those on pro-
pation with a monthly stipend for expenses. In 1940 moderate
tuition fees of 150 to 200 rubles were introduced into the three
upper grades of middle school, and fees of 300 to 300 rubles in
all institutions of higher education. These tuition fees still exist
in higher education but almost all students (more than 96 per

- +h~ TT ~f AT nre ¥
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ships, which are awarded on the basis of grades.

Science Education Advanced

From what has already been said it is no doubt clear that
the Soviet educational system is impressive and deserves to be
eonsidered ona of the most notable achievements of the Soviet
regime. Its level of scientific and technical work in general
appears to be comparable to that of the United States.®* On the
other hand, much less attention is devoted to the humanities and
social sciences in Soviet education than in American education,
znd Soviet work in these areas is much more seriously affected

than Spvist scisnce b-:‘r the Proerustsan boed of Maryizt-Teninist
dogma. It Soviet scholarship is ever freed from the dead weight
of Marxist scholasticism and political censorship, the subsequent

achievements in the humanities and social sciences may well be

*On January 2, 1936, The New York Times cited an article in the
Scientific American showing that the United States had lost five years in

. time and spent £200,000 wnnecessarily in an effort to soive a number of

problems in the area of clectrical circuits which had already been solved
in the Soviet Union and deseribed in a Soviet scientific magazire in 1930,

&1
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1955, marks the beginning of a transitic }ward nniversal
year compuisory education, which is e.. .£ted to be achi
by about 1960.

Except for the choice of foreign language (usually Eng
German or Freneh}, the curriculum in all ten grades is the :
for all students. Soviet schools devete much more time
American schools to foreign languages, geography, mathem
and the natural sciences. For example, a foreign languag
begun in the fifth grade and studied for six years. Most
versity curriculums require four more years of foreign-lang

HP P B L 2] ww bvvra wr
study, and medical students study two years of Latin in addi

In 1953 almost 41 per cent of the class hours in the three u
grades was devoted to mathematics and the sciences, an
the fall of 1955 the proportion was increased even more.
revised at that time, the required program in all ten-year scl
now includes the following subjects: Russian language
literaturs {including the study of some foreipn works in ti
lation, among them Shakespeare's Hamlet and Part I of Goe
Faust), a foreign language, history, geography, the Cons
tion of the U.8.5.R., psychology, arithmetic, algebra, geom
trigonometry, chemistry, physics, astronomy, singing, dra
manual arts and physical culture and sport (including
military tfraining as early as the fifth grade)}.

hanib

Teacher Ratio High

The pupil-teacher ratio in Soviet schools has been ste
improving. In 1930 there were 26 pupils per teacher in pri
and secondary schools, jn 1940 there were 28, in 1950 there
23 and the ratio since 1050 appears to have dropped even I
owing partly to the drop in enrcliment as a resulf of the
time decrease in birth rate and losses in population.

Soviet university work includes a basic program Iz
four to six years, depending on the field; and graduate worl
comprises two advanced degrees, the kandidef (degree of
didate), which requires three years of graduate work a
thesis; and the doctoral degree, which is normally received
siderably later than in the United States and is not consi

& prerequisite for employment or advancement in a unive

In 1954 there were about 1,100,000 fulltime uniw
students in the Soviet Union—considerably less than he
many as in the United States, where there were 2,600,00
1953-54 there were 803 institutions of higher education i
Soviet Union, as compared to 1,851 in the United States. 1
1954 the ratio of faculty to students in Soviet universitie
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which eomprises the first four grades; the “inc lete middie
school,” ecomprising the first seven grades; ana the “middle
school,” comprising the full ten-year program that prepures
students for entrance into the university. The teaching program
is identical at corresponding levels in all three tvpes of schools.
The stedent who has completed a seven-year school or the seventh
grade of a ten-year school can enfer a2 “technicum,” or trade
high school, which allows him to complete his ten.year school
program with three years of semi-professional technical train-
ing in one of a great variety of fields.

An example of the distribution of these schools might be
given by citing the {own of Penza, which as was noted earlier
Lus & population of perhaps 175,000, When we asked the alert
young principzal of one of its middle schools how many schools
there were in the town, her answer was simple: “Enough for
everybody.” Apparenily the Sovict State Secreis law of 1947
still makes Soviet citizens reluctant to give any kind of statis-
ties to foreigners. Fortunately, there is Jess reluctance in the
Large Soviet Encyclopedia, which declares that on January 1,
1955, the town of Penza had 12 primary schools, 15 seven-year
schools, 22 ten-year schools and 7 trade high schools. In addi-
tion it had 11 “scheols for working youth,” which operate nor-
mally in three daily shifts and provide the basie ten-vear edu-
cation for young pecple who for one reason or another have
dropped out of regular schools and wish to continue studving
while they work. Thesze schools for working youth were set up
near the end of World War II as an emergency measure for
voung people whose schooling had been interrupted, but now
they appear to have become a permanent part of the Soviet
educationsl system.

Longer Schooling Girven

In the United States about 55 per cent of the children who
enter the first grade complete the full 12 years of grammar and
high school. In the Soviet Union the proportion of those who
compleie the ten-year-school program was only about 5 per cent
in the past and even teday is only about 12 per cent. This has
resulted partly from lack of schocl facilities and partly from
a highly selective educational policy, designed to weed out all
but the most able students and direct the others into types of
edueation or occupations more suited to their ability. Unti)
recently the ten-year middle school served primarily to. prepare
the abler students for the University. A substantial revision of
the ten-year curriculum, which went into effect in the fall of
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AL Y SR N e
Soviet Lducuiw i anda Luliure

Since Leninist doctrine in the Soviet Union is procl
as the one infallible key to truth, the principle function
Soviet school system is to bring the younger generaticn u
staunch believers in the Marxist religion. And since the Ma
doctrine of class war has ied Jogically to the extension of mil
thinking, military strategy snd wartime ethical values t
areas of life, the Soviet educational system can likewise be
pared to the special training programs set up within mc
armies to supply whatever cadres of trained personnel the ;
of the armies require.

According to Marxist-Leninist doctrine, there is no cont
between these two aims and the aim of giving every persot
opportunity to develop his own abilities. Sinee Marxist-Leni
doctrine teaches that the individual finds real self-fulfilln
only in identifying himself with his Soviet society, the us
Soviel schools as instruments for the propagation of the Mar
faith and the gesring of Soviet education to the needs of
state are considered actually to make it easier for the indiviu.
Soviet citizen to achieve self-realization.

Within this framework, reflecting as it does a system
values considerably different from those which are reflected
American education, it can be said that the Soviet educatio
system offers significant opportunities for a large number
young men and women to get training in proportion to th
ability. It is understandable that the opportunity is greater
present in the ejties than in the country. Whereas rural childre
form 62 per cent of the total Soviet school enrallment and o
number city children in the first four grades by three to or
the proportion is almest reversed in the last three grades (eight
ninth, and tenth), where city children form 89 per cent of t
total enrollment.*

Soviet children start to school at the age of seven. Thr
types of basic schools exist side by side: the “primary schoo!

¥ These figures snéd much of the other statisticsl data in this chapte:
are drawn from the excellent new study of the whole Soviet education.
system by Nicholas DeWitt, Soviet Professional Manpower (Washingtor
National Science Foundation, 1955).
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L ed to an interview with an official in the Akmo™ ': Agri-
cultural Ministry. From this discussion and from Jers in
Moscow, as well as from our own observalion in Central Asia,
we conclude that the whole vast experiment represents an enor-
mous gamble. Rainfall is the key to success or failure, and rain-
fall per vear averages only a marginal 12 inches. With a weather
break, good crops will be produced, as they were in the first year
{1954) of the experiment, but in a dry year they will fail. Even-
tually enough snow fences may be built and wind breaka planted
to help hold moisture and top soil, but in the meantime it seemed
likely to us that several years of consecutive drought might turn
the whole region into a dust bowl, especially in view of the wind
which seems to sweep constantly across the flat plain. The land
itself is adequate, but we were advised that some fertilizer is
neceszary and is being widely used. No irrigation is attempied,
sinece the engineering and supply problems are to great for
present Soviet resources, although irrigation is a theoretical
possibility.

It is too early to predict with any certainty the chances of
success without irrigation. All that can be said iz that if the
project succeeds, it will make a major contribution to the solu-
tion of the Soviet farm problem. If it fails, it wil be a failure
of vast proportions, carrying with it the hopes and dreams, if
not the lives, of great numbers of Soviet citizens. On the basis
of our own inadeguate visit, and bearing in mind the drought
conditions which prevailed in the course of it and may have
influenced our view, we are inclined te¢ the opinion that the new
lands are not the basic answer to the Soviet agriculfural prob-
lem. Dramatic as is the experiment, we suggest that a more
fundamental answer must be found on the farms of European
Russia, an answer which will result in increased productivity
on existing farms, especially in the fertile Ukraine.
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& reasonable quantity of maps. Labora )equipment and
onstration apparatus for the physics ainmathematics d
ments were, however, limifed and poor in both schools.
we were told with pride that two graduates were studying
University of Moscow, a large pazinting of which form:
backdrop of the auditorium stage. This scheol also boa
farm and a model railroad. Each class was reguired to
two afterncons a week working its plot on the school farr
we were particularly impressed with the work of the
grades, who were being taught irrigation techniques anc
applying them on their plois.

The model railroad is a rather common adjunct of
middle schools, but we were surprised to find one in Akm
The Soviet Union is in the midst of the railroad age, and i
in railroading among school children is stimulated by pro

. them with opportunity to operate small model railroads

one at Akmolinsk included two stations and two kilomet
track, with a four-car train running on a regular schedule
clder children serve as engineers, conductors, switchmen, s
masters, ticket sellers and so forth, while the younger ct
do worlk under their direction and ride as passengers.

There is a functioning Orthodox church in Akm
built of wood and painted a faded blue, but we did not
attracting large numbers of people to its evening services
was in sharp contrast to our experience with church atte:
in other parts of the Soviel Union, and it may have been
the pressure of agricultural activity, since our visit occur
the height of the growing season.

Sewing Machine Villain

Several movie houses were playing Russian and Uzbel
and were being well patronized. We saw an Uzbek film th
been produced in Tashkent and were impressed with its 1
cat quality, if not its story content. The plot related
capture by Communist forces of the city of Bukhara in
and suffered badly from the stereotyped casting thaf ha
most Soviet art expression in a straitjacket since the revo
One noteworthy aspect of the picture was the presence
villain’s role, of course—of a Western businessman wh
identified only as “the representative of the Singer Com
which suggests that the impact of American merchandisir
deep enough to be recognized by Centrzal Asian audience
after 40 years.

QOur direct contact with the new lands program itse
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. a largre anti-American poster depicting a greedy le Sam
riding an atomic bomb and grasping at a gold do...r as ke
approaches the edge of a cliff, at the foot of which Jies the
wrackage of the Nazi war machine. This poster was the only
remaining example that we found in the Soviet Union of these
once common expressions of propaganda, Much more annoying
were the obvious suspicions of the funetionary from the Educa-
tion Minisiry assigned to show us the sights, This young man
accompanied vus on most of the excursions around town—to a
chick hatehery, to two middie schools, to the “house of culture,”
to the model railroad and to the “park of rest,” and rarely did
ke let us out of his sight. On one occasion, after one of our group
had gotten grease on his hands, our guide instructed the taxi
driver to accompany him to the river edge, ostensibly to show
him how to wash his hands, but obviously to make sure he took
no pictures under cover of the bank. Pictures were not permirtted
of any living creature and only of especially approved buildings
so conventional that their counterparts could be found in every
country of the world. This excessive eaution, and a cool detached
manner, marked our guide as a2 young man anxious to succeed
by hewing to the letter of every regulation. He was only trying
to do his duty, but he sorely tried cur patience in the process.

Limited Facilities

In spite of these difficulties, we managed to see a large part
of the town and to gather scme impression of the new lands
program. For its size, Akmolinsk was the most poorly equipped
community from a cultural standpoint that we visited. Its “house
of culture” was a rather jarge two-story wood structure badiy
in need of paint both inside and out, with a fair library on the
first floor and an aunditorium on the second. Large posters giving
statistics on 1954 farm production and announcing the 1955
goals lined the corridors on both floors. Few persons were in
evidence, but our visit occurred during the work day, and we
were assured that the Tacilities were well utilized in the evening.

Ten years of schooling is available {o Akmolinsk children,
and we visited two of the town’s middle schools. One was under-
going extensive repairs, including the installation of a com-
pletely new heating system, although the building was only eight
years old. The other was notable for its cosmopolitan atmes-
phere, with a North Korean principal, a Tartar associate and
various racial strains evident on the playground. Equipment
in both schools was limited, although there was an adequate
supply of desks and chairs, blackboards in every classroom and
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we clashed head-on with Soviet bureaucra™ pit was here th
we were kept under definite surveillance; it was here that 1
found a remnant of the old, hostile, anti-American displays a
attitudes that have happily gone out of fashion in more acee
gible parts of the Soviet Union. As a result, we were unable
accomplish our main purpose in coming to Akmolinsk: we nev
got outside the town onto one of the new farms. The only vie
we gained of the new lands program itself was from the air
the way to and from Akmolinsk. This glimpse of vast new fiel
stretching as far as the eye could see across the flal emptine
of the central Asian plain was breathtaking and impressive, b
it was no substitute for direct ground observation of the hu
machines at work, the new farms in construction or the 19
crop in preparation. Judged by this result alone, the Akmolin
visit would have to be written off as a failure.

Fartunately, there were some valuable by-products, In t
first place, we learned something about the plight of the in
vidual and unknown citizen who tries to do battle with t
massive Soviet bureaveracy. Bureaucracy and big governme
always go together, and in the Soviet Union where governme
i8 bigger than anywhere else, bureaucracy manages somehow
keep pace. As in Penza, we spent three days trying to beat dos
its provincial expression in Akmolinsk and retired in total defe:
Basieally, the problem was that the particular official who giv

. permission to foreigners to move outside the city was away, a

in his absence nothing eould be done. Delegation of respon
bility is not a part of the Soviet system. Nobody will give
permission not specifically within his sphere of responsibili
Neither will he provide a direct answer as to when the need
official will return or whether he can be reached in the interi
In our case, local agricultura! officials were in constant telepho
communication with their chief, but even our able Intour
guide was unable to learn where he was or whether our reque
was ever transmitted. For three days we went from pillar
post, and the only answer we ever got was: “The countrysi
is no concern of mine."”

Anti-American Feeling

We also saw something of the openly suspicious clims
about which Westerners have complained in the past. In sha
contrast to the relaxing atmosphere and lack of surveillan
that we noted in other Soviet cities, Akmolingk officizls h
apparently not yet been notified of the change in Soviet poli
toward the West. Still to be seen in the town’s “park of res
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iter in the well, the washroom was alternately 1. . to over-
fiowing or completely deserted. When it was filled, three or four
persons sometimes crowded around a single basin, one attempt-
ing to wash his face, another his feet, a third to cup bis hands
for a drink and z feurth to fill a water jug. Under these cireum-
stances, washing was not a leisurely ocecasion.

The hotel teemed with & melange of people from all parts
of the Soviet Union, and indeed from the whole Communist
world. Most of the accommodations were dormitory style, but
there were a number of small private rooms into which as many
beds as pessible were erammed. The overflow slept on the floor
and on benches or chairs in the central lobby. Most of the guests
appeared to be minor government officials or farmers in tewn
for business purposes in connection with the new lands program.
Certainly the hotel was not being used as a transient center for
new recruits coming into the region to work on the massive new
state farms. These people are quartered in dormitories better
equipped to handle the numbers involved,

Labor Not Quite Forced

Akmolinsk is an overcrowded community thrust into promi-
nence by the great project which it helps to service. We were
impressed by the large numbers of young people to be seen on
the streets and concluded that young people make up the bulk
of the new farm labor needed in the region. As far as we could
learn, these recruits are not actually dragooned into coming out
into this empty prairie land, but they are certainly given every
encouragement to do so. In the first place, there is a wage incen-
tive: wages offered by the government on & three-year contrac-
tual basis are almost double those offered by state farms in the
Ukraine. Second, since this is apparently not enough, conszider-
able pressure is placed on the graduates of agricultural schools
to go into the new lands region on the completion of their train-
ing, We have no grounds for suggesting that such a move is
actually obiigatory, but we concluded that unless a person had
a pretty good reason for not doing so, he would be likely to end
up in Akmolinsk or Barnaul or one of the other centers serving
the new lands pregram. Obviously, some pressure is exerted,
because the region is not an appealing one in which to invest
one'’s life, or even a few years of i,

In retrospect, our stay in Akmolinsk emerges as one of the
most interesting and illuminating experiences of our whole
Soviet visit, although while it was in process we felt only frus-
tration, annoyance and physical discomfort. It was here that
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proached by air from Alma Ata, making what would have be
a 50-hour train trip in 4 hours.

Our plane landed at nine o’clock one morning on the typi
Soviet Asian airfield that doubles as grazing land for goats a
sheep. There we were transferred to an ancient and springl:
bus that earried us into town amid good-humored laughter fr
our fellow passengers, who were half choked by the clouds
dust and half shaken apart by the rutted road. There is no bri
over the Ishim River: so the driver put the bus into low g

. raced the motor, and plunged across, while cattle, water ez
and human beings scattered in ali directions, Later we disc

ered that the only two motorized taxis in Akmeolinsk must 3

form the same feat backwards, since they are smaller Pobe

~ whose motors are flooded if they attempt a front-first pass:

Dusty and Rerrven

Akmolinsk is a sprawling community of perhaps 12
population in these boom days. Much of the town iz ¢f one-s
log or clay construction, and the visitor’s first impression ¢
adijusting to the eternally blowing dust that lies an inch or
deep on the unpaved streets is that construction has appar
proceeded without benefit of plumb line or square. Doub
this iz a false impression gained in the older sections of !
where the ravages of time and winter storms have taken -
toll, but the impression is heightened by the almost total abs
of trees and shrubs or even grass fo camouflage the b=
appearance of Theresidential section. More substantial buil
are of course to be found in the central parts ¢f the tow
many of these, too, present a weatherbeaten and dusty ay
ance, especially at the time of our visit in the dry season,
noe rain had fallen for two months and little was expectc
three more.

Plumbing facilities in Akmolinsk are of the most pria
sort, and few buildings are equipped with running water.
residents must rely on the Ishim River, and the most con
vehicles are the horse-drawn water carts that provide a
percentage of the water used by the community. There ar
wells, but during the dry season they tend to dry up. Ini
major hotel in Akmolinsk, for example, the single was
servicing perhaps 100 guests, was equipped with six wash
three on either side of a partition that may have been
a0 that separate facilities would be available for men and
—a nicety that has now been abandoned. Because these f:
were operative sporadically thanks o an irregular sup
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The Soviet Frontier

One of the most significant aspects of our 12,000-mile itin-
erary is the evidence it provided of a loosening of restrictions
on travel within the Soviet Union. If is certainly easier to move
around in Russia than it was a few years ago, and as we learned
in the course of our Asian visit, it is now possible for the tourist
to see some parts of the Soviet frontier. In view of the charges
so frequently leveled that one is permitted to see only the more
comfortable and more advanced sides of Soviet life, it is signifi-
cant that we were able fo include a town like Akmolinsk in our
itinerary.

Akmolingk is neither frequented by tourists nor eguipped
to handle them. To our knowledge, only Clifton Daniel of The
New York Times had preceded us in visiting Akmolinsk. We
2id not find it a community that would appeal to anyone bent on
living an easy life. The town is situated on the Ishim River some
400 miles northwest of Lake Balkhash, in the heart of the great
central Asian plain. It is an important crossroads today because
it is one of the centers from which the vast Soviet experiment in
new lands development is being pushed.

Yasit Experiment

1t is characteristic of the Soviet Union to do its planning:
on a large-scale basis, and its attempt to resolve the problem of
lagging grain production is fully in keeping with this tradition.
Some 70 million acres of hitherta virgin grassland are baing put
into cultivation over a three-year period, largely through the
creation of enormous state farms scattered over a 500-mile ex-
panse of the flat and sparsely populated plain. It was because
we wanfed to see this experiment that two of us journeved to
Akmolinsk.

Until comparatively recently Akmolinsk has been accessible
only by unsurfaced roads or by air. Railroad construction is,
however, proceeding rapidly in Central Asia, and Akmelinsk
is now served by a north-and-south rail line running between
Petropaviovsk and Alma Ata and by another running 500 miles
east to Barnsul and Novosibirsk. For time reasoms, we ap-
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brigade to be near their children even wi Fworking and 1o be
with themn during the long three-hour midday break which the
hot southern climale of the region made necessary. The brigade
rest centers themselves, afthough well-filled with political por-
traits and production charts, were equipped with radios, chess
boards and tables, and provided a midday meal. The same farm,
obviously from its name the best in the region, also boasted a
“house of culture” (for plays and concerts and festivals), a
library, a winter tea room and an attractive “park of culture
and rest.” Other farms visited were rather less well-equipped
with these peripheral facilities, although all had them in some
measure.

Another characteristic of Seviet eollective farms is the
tendency to develop some processing operations on the farm
itself. Sometimes these operations are for the convenience of
the members of the collective, as for example, the small milling
operation producing flour on the Ray of the East Farm near
Alma Ata. In other cases, processing operations are on a com-
mercial basis. We found wineries, jam plants, flour mills, cab-
bage-salting operations and slaughter-houses on the various
farms we saw, suggesting a rather heavy involvement in proc.
essing as well as production.

There iz no doubt that agricultural production is one of the
major internal problems of the Soviet Union. Entirely aside
from the inadeguacy of distribution mechanisms, food is a eru-
cial problem because not enough is being produced to keep pace
with an increasing population. This is particularly true in rela-
tion .to livestock and dairy products. Everywhere we went we
found agricultural interest centering on furthering animal hus.
bandry, The rebuilding of herds decimated by wars and the
severity of Russian winters is a major goal, and accounts for
the particular interest in both the acreage and quality of corn

Soviet leaders are thoroughly aware of their agricultura
crisis. One out of every three collective farm managers is being
replaced by Moscow-trained experts—a project that will affec
more than 30,000 farms. Comprehensive plans for the systematic
in¢rease of livestock are a part of the program of every Soviel
Republic we visited, and of course the enormous new lands pro
gram in Central Asia is one of the keystones of the increasec
production ‘effort. It is our opinion, however, that lessening
specialization, increasing incentive and reducing the size o
farms would all be steps that merit more consideration thar
they appear on the surface to be receiving.
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mech. .zed equipment., With more farm machinery be ng
available, the justification for the machine iractor stations, ex-
cept as instruments of control, disappears, and we felt that their
position was rather less dominant than a few years back. Deapite
this, government control over the collective farm remains strong.

We found that the size of individual peasant holdings varied
in different parts of the Soviet Union. The smallest plots we
saw were on the Stalin Farm near Tashkent, where the peasants
were limited to about one-third of an acre. We were told here
that the farm meeting had itself cut each holding to this level
from a previous level of two-thirds of an acre on the grounds
that it was inefficient to farm the larger plots by hand when
machines could be used if the land were returned to the collective,
The largest plots permitted were on the Gastello Farm near

Minsk, where each peasant could have a plot of one and a half
arrga

All work on these private holdings is, of course, performed
in the peasant's free time ouiside of the regular work hours
required of him on the collective lands. Children and old people
also help, and the produce harvested constitutes an important
supplement to the family income, either as food or as & source
of cash through its sale in the ¢ity farm markets.

In addition to holding land, the individual peasant may own
livestock and poultry within limits which again vary with re-
gional conditions. On a sheep farm near Alma Ata we found
the peasanis permitted as many as 40 sheep, which could, in
addition, be grazed on the collective lands. The same farm per-
mitted individual ownership of three cows. On the other hand,
on the Stalin Farm near Tashkent, one cow and eight sheep were
the limit. As far as we could learn, no limits were set on poultry
holdings except those imposed by space and facilities.

All the farms visited had reasonably good medical, educa-
tional and recreational facilities. Free clinics were in operation,
as well as schocls, which provided at least seven years of educa-
tion. Children under 16 were not permitted on the regular work
force except during the summer months, when we observed them
being employed to watch livestock but not engaged in heavy
work. Each farm also had child-care centers where pre-schocl
children of working mothers were cared for during working
hours. On the Stalin Farm near Tashkent, which was entirely
operated by Uzbeks and was the finest farm we visited, there
were nine of these day nurseries located adjacent to the brigade
rest centers in the middle of the brigade work area. This ar-

rangement made it possible for the women members of the
*
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many of the peasants, especially the le.  ple ones, and it
fortunate that transfers between brigades are possible with ¢
approval of the farm oflicers. Thus, if the peasant runs ini
personality clashes with his colleagues or for other reasons d
sires a change, it can in time be arranged.

Qur impression of these work brigades is one of ove.
organization. There is so much specialization that many worker.
are idle during periods when their particular assignments ar
not required. For example, in the milking department of th
Kirov Collective Farm near Penza (where the Quaker delegatio
constituied the first Western visitors) we observed a herd o
40 cows being milked by seven women., Two other women worke:
only at carrying the milk to larger cans and flling them. Tw
more kept detziled records, and two men assigned to the truc)
crew waited unti] the entire operation was complete befori
driving off in their loaded trucks. Thus, 13 persons were engagec

"in a milking operation involving only 40 head of cattle. Par

of this problem of good labor utilization undoubtedly stems fron
the large size of the farms and the diffieulty of organizing a
outsize work force. Soviet agricultural experts seem to favo:
larger and larger units along with bigger and bigger machinery
We wonder whether this is the wisest poliey. Certainly thi
farms we saw were all big ones, ranging in size from 4,000 i
25,000 acres, and employing from 1,000 to 3,000 workers. Ca:
1,000 workers be organized efficiently on a 4,000-acre farm’
We doubt it.

Poubtful Authority

s

Farm management nominally rests with the farm meeting
to which all members of the collective belong. This body, con
vening infrequently, passes on such matters as production plans
acreage allotments and building programs, and selects the farn
officers. How much real democracy exists and how much th
decisions are merely a formal ratification of previously worked
out plans and €lection slates, we were not able to verify, but i
is doubtfu! whether the meeting has much real anthority. Ther
appears, however, te be a slow trend toward increased loca
responsibility, with the farm officers having rather more leewa;
in decision-making than heretofore, As concrete evidence of thi
on two farms we visited we found a few tractors as well a:
other machinery owned directly by the farm. Althcugh the
number was small, it suggests some measure of independenes
from the machine tractor stations which have always been ir
a position to dominate all farm planning by their monopoly or
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Where the position of the Soviet farmer diffe treatly
from that of his non-Soviet counterparts is in his working
arrangements. More than 99 per cent of ail farming is collecti-
vized, This pattern of life is instantly recognized by any trav-
eler as soon as he crosses the Soviet border, because the narrow
farm village with its little privately held plots of land surrounded
by the large fields of the coliective makes a distinetive pattern.
While the individual peasant is permitted to farm kis own small
plot of land in his spare time, he is obliged to work on the col-
lective throughout a regular work week whose hours vary in
different parts of the country.

Under the collective farm systern, the members accumulate
work units in accordance with an elaborate system of job ratings,
and are compensated either in kind or in cash, as they prefer.

i 3 13 $ad Aalanlatiam
Payments in kind are made through a complicated caleulation

of the work-unit value of each item of produce, while the ruble
value depends on the cash intake of the farm and the pumber
of work units accumulated. All of these payroll mechanics re-
quire extensive bookkeeping and contribute te the inefficiency
that seemed to us to mark Soviet agriculture as we saw it.

State Farms

Most farming is organized around the collective, but a
second type of organization exists in the state farm. These are
farms organized like factories and operated directly by the gov-
ernment, using labor on a straight wage basis. In the European
parts of the Soviet Union they do not play a large role in the
farm economy; but in Central Asia, where the government is
attempting to make badly needed inereases in grain production
by placing vast new lands into cultivation, the state farm is
widely developed.

As in the case of the city family, it is likely that beth mother
and father will hold full-time work assignments on the farm.
Each will be assigned to a work brigade, responsible for & par-
ticular aspect of farm production. These brigades vary in size,
but eften the personnel remains relatively stationary for vears
on the theory that team spirit and efficient werk methods are
developed. This is important in view of the intense competition
that is stimulated between different brigades., We found the
practice of so-called socialist emulation very much in evidence
on the farms we visited, with the most successful brigade as
well as the most successful individuals receiving special monthly
recognition in the farm office and doubtless alse in bonus pay-
ments. This competitive situation may not be appreciated by
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Down on the Farm

The nature of tourist travel in the Soviet Union makes it
easier to get acquainted with the life of city dwellers than with
the life of peasants, who still make up some two-thirds of the
Soviet population, In this respect our visit was no exception.
We did spend four days on four widely scattered collective farms
—two in Central Asia, one in the Penza region, and one near
Minsk, in the Byelo-Russian Republic. In addition, we caught a
glimpse of countless others from our low-flying airplanes. On
the basis of these scattered observations we realize the need for
cuution In attempting te pass judgment on Soviet agriculture,
but we did get an acquaintance with some of the problems of
rural life in the Sowiet Union, and we shall attempt to share it
here.

While the Soviet farm family has some advantages over its
city counterpart, we found the farmers’ position generally worse
than that of the workers. The Soviet economy is geared to favor
the indpstrial worker, and the government’s determination to
provide him with low.cost food means that the farmer is rela-
tively disadvantaged. Although we doubtless saw farms that
were above average in quality, we can understand why unrest
is said to focus In the agricultural areas of the Soviet Union.
Historically it was the peasant who felt the whiplash of Com-
munist rule most heavily when he resisted Stalin’s program of
collectivized Jarge-scale farming, and while most of the bitter-
ness of this earlier era has passed, there remains the economic
pressure that stems from the inadequate return for his required
service on the collective,

The farm famijly has the advantage of an individual house
of its own, and there i35 not the necessity of sharing kitchen
facilities with other families, which must be a vexing part of
life in the city. On the other hand, the farmer must in most
cases carry water from a community pump, his plumbing ar-
rangements are primitive, and he usually lacks almost every
other modern convenience. In these respects, of course, he has
plenty of company among the farmers of other lands, both East
and West, though his generally cold winters make his hardships
severe.
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burc. craey. We knew that Penza had 2 number of sma, dus-
iries, mainly for the production of such consumer goods as
bicycles, elocks, texililes and paper, and for the proeessing of
food for locai use. Qur hope was to visit these, confident that the
expericnce of our marketing cconomist wounld help to provide us
with an insight inte their operation and their role in the life of
the community. ¥We therefcre began our stay in town with a
call on the president of the Penza City Council, hoping that he
would help us make the arrangements and provide us in addi-
tion with the kind of contacts that we knew an Ameriear mayor
could make for visitors to his town, The president was a nervous,
impatient executive who greeted us with the distant courtesy
that we had come to associate by now with Soviet officials (in
contrast to the open-hearted friendliness of unofficial Russians).
He seemed to betray his conscicusness of our orizin in the outer
world of capitalism and his uncertainty—for want of directives
from higher authorities—about cur status in the Soviet Union.
The only things he was able to arrange for us to visit were the
hospital, a school and one collective farm. In spite of zll our
vigorous efforts throughout our five days in Penza we did not
succeed in visiting a single industrial establishment or in arrang-
ing an interview with a single other leader in the life of the town.
Even cur literary purpose in choosing Penza rather than some
other provincial town came to nought; William Edgerton tried

" throughout cur stay to get permission to visit Leskov's village

of Raiskoe, which was only 25 miles distant, but his efforts failed.
Perhaps it is symbolic that the name Raiskoe is derived from
the Russian word for Paradise. Certainly we never reached it
and for us it became Paradise Lost.

Despite the feeling of frustration it gave us, our very failare
to accomplish what we had set out to do in Penza was instructive
and valuable. We have no evidence that it was due to any de-
liberate effort to ebstruet our purposes or to any ill will on the
part of the Russians. We are inclined to believe rather that it
was due to those very elements in the Soviet system that have
already led us in our introduction to eompare it to an army:
centralization, authoritarianism, bureaucratic red tape and a
pervasive consciousness of wmilitary security. Without proper
clearance from “the center” fas Moscow is termed by the Rus-
sians}, the only safe thing for Penza officials to do sbout the
various requests we made was—ag little as possible. That is the
hallowed principle that has made bureaucracies act like bureaue-
racies ever since the invention of red tape.



tion, a planelarium, the characteristica  Mussian parachute
tewer and enough wooded park space to accommodatc up to
20,080 persuns on holidays, according to the park direclor. We
visited a movie theater as guests of the cordial woman manager,
joining an attentive crowd of Russians in seeing an excellend
culor dramutization of Chekhov's story “The Grasshopper.” We
vigited the provincial hospital and had an interview with the
director, whose communicativeness—like that of s0 many of the
other Soviet officials we met—seemed to be tempered by his
uncertainty about our status. One of our members with a mil¢
intestinal disorder was given a thorough examination by thres
of the hospital doctors, whose warm-hearted Russian friendili-
ness was as impressive as their professional skill and thorough-
ness. The hospital locked clean, well-run, and fairly modern, it
simple. We were told that more than half of the medical stafl
were women-—g proportion that is characteristic of the whole¢
Soviet medical profession,

Cultural Facilities

Besides its parks, the cultural life of Penza includes a sizable
theater across a side street from our hotel, in whick a play by
Gorki was running during our visit; three movie houses; a
permanent circus building; the Kirov House of Culture; the
Dzerzhinski Club; and two public libraries, one of which has
287,000 books, {As in all Soviet libraries, however, the catalog
used by the public lists only those books which are officially
epproved.} While we were in town the leecal daily newspaper,
the Sialin Banner, devoied two-thirds of a page fo advertise-
ments of the fzll terms of the various institutions of higher
education in the province. Among them were a teachers’ eollege,
a music school, a school of pharmacy, a combined art school and
training school for leaders of Young Pioneers (the Communist
youth organization), a technical high school, a veterinary school,
a school of commerce, a school for deaf mutes, a school for
retarded children and a schoel of the building trades. In addition
the newspaper included advertisements of a school for club
workers and an institute of economics in neighboring provinces
and the advertisements of two Penza factories for apprentices.

The five days we spent in Penza were instructive not only
for what we were able to see there of provincial Russian life bui
even more for what we were not able to see. The systematic
survey we had hoped to make did not prove feasible, largely
because the relatively impotent status of Intourist provided
inadequate leverage for breaking through the inertia of Sovief
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the C‘ince. Three funerals on three successive days nf ed
down Moscow Street past our hote! windows, with flowers and
banners preceding an open casket and a dignified brass band
bringing up the rear. A milk store across the street served a
line of women each morning, turning away at least once the
last few customers, their half-gallon pails empty, and closing
its doors long before noon.

As the first Americang anyone could remember ever having
seen in Penza we naturally attracted a good deal of attention
wherever we went. At the big town market, thanks to Wroe
Alderson’s Polaroid camera, which produced finished snapshots
in sixty seconds, we came close to bringing the town’s economic
life to a standstill; and the alarmed local policeman took our
Russian-speaking member aside to find cut just who we were
and what we were up to. Incidentally, the Penza market, crowded
with peasants and produce, was a barometer by which we could
judge food supply and transportation. It was elear that the
Penza housewife had far less difficulty in providing her family
with an adequate diet than the housewife in Moscow,

Throughouvt our five days in Penza we met with innumerable
examples of the same simple, unaffected friendliness and hospi-
tality that we found wherever we traveled. We were given the
best reoms in the town hotel, one of which had a private bath;
and the hotel manager personally supervized the serving of our
first mezl in the parlor of the suite that was assigned to two
members of our group. We varied our customary hotel fare by
taking several meals at the Volga, the town’s best restaurant,
where the food and the service were equally good and the gra-
cious proprietress treated us more like friends of the family
than customers. Promptly at eight o'clock every evening the
diners at the Volga would be entertained with a four-piece
ensemble, consisting of 2 piano, accordion, violin and horn, which
played Russian favorites and an occasionzl American dance tune
of the 1920°s or early 1930’s. On our first visit to the restaurant
we found to our dismay that our attractive and solicitous wait-
ress had reserved s whole section of the crowded dining room
for us, but when we protested against this well-meaning favor-
itism, the other tables in our section were promptly made avail-
able to Russians.

We were able to wander about the town at will, and our
tours included several parks. Most were small with only grass
and trees, a statue and & few ever-filled henches. The large
Belinski Park of Culture and Rest, howaver, included a soccer
stadium, an outdoor theater, a library, a special children's sec-
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clysms of Russian history as the invas’  jyof Napoleon and
Hitler, and it apparently weathered the Suviet Revolution and
the subsequent civil war with somewhat less turmoil than many
other towns in Russia. The local public library is named for
the great poet Lermontov, who was born in the province; and
the public square across the street from our hotel contained a
statue of Vissarion Belinski, Russia’s first great literary critic,
who was born in the region and went to schoo! in Penza, The
regional museum calls attention to the fact that the father of
Lenin once lived in the town and taught school there.

Big Small Town

Present-day Penza may have a population of as much as
175,000. According to the Large Soviet Encyclopedia, the count
was 157,200 in the census of 1939, but no Penza official would
commit himself about the population of the town today. Despite
its 'size, in atmosphere it reminded us of a typical American
country town of the early 1920's with a tenth of Penza’s popu-
lation. The stores held much the same goods as those of the
showy sort in Moscow, and at the same fixed prices. The leading
department store was always crowded; and as we walked through
its aisles and looked at the arrangement of its goods, several of

"us were carried back in memory to the general country stores

of our childhood. The unpainted log houses that marked the
older parts of the town were reminiscent, too, of an earlier ‘

- American era. An octasional independent merchant was to be

seen on the streets, one of them selling handkerchiefs in uneut
lengths. When a member of our group attempted a picture of
this bit of free enterprise, he was berated scundiy by a passer-by
who thought the erowd around the handkerchief salesman was
a queue and evidently felt we were seeking to photograph a
blighted side of Soviet life. He insisted that this did not repre-
sent what the Russians were siriving for. Obviously Russians,
like Americans, prefer to be judged by their ideals rather than
their reality. And Russians, like Americans, tend to judge other

societies by their reality rather than their ideals.

The main street of Penza, called Moscow Street, was a
never-ending source of interest to ws, The shady side of the
sireet was crowded with leisurely throngs of pedestrians all day
long (Penza summers are hot), and both sides were crowded
throughout the evening. Motor traffic was Yight and, apart from
the very good system of trolley-husses, consisted chiefly of trucks.
Horse-drawn wagons were practically as numerous as passenger
cars and reminded us of Penza's role in the agricultural life of
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v
Main Street, US.S.R.

Before entering the Soviet Union we had considered the
possibility of living for a week or two in a relatively small com-
munity in European Russia while we surveyed its facilities, its
economy, its attitudes and its problems. The idea appealed to
us for two reasons. First, it would enable us to observe Soviet
life in a setting far removed from the bustling cosmopelitan
atmosphere of a great city like Moscow and would thus add
another dimension to our understanding of the Russian scene.
Second, we saw a small-town survey as perhaps the best method
of gaining insight into the dynamics of Soviet society: the rela-
tions between governors and governed, the economics of distri-
bution, the interaction of government agencies, the role of the
Party, and so forth. This was ocur aim. In practice we were able
to carry it out only in part.

We wanted to select an “average” provincial town that was
well off the beaten path of foreign tourists. The town of Buzuluk,
lying about 100 miles east of Kuibishev in the province of
Samara, was our first choice, because Friends had centered their
relief work there in the 1920’s. However, we were told that
Buzuluk was in the midst of an agricultura)l fair and had no
room for foreign tourists—an excuse that we aceepted as valid
after & closer acquaintance with Russia’s great housing problem.
Qur second choice then fell on the town of Penza, some 400 miles
southeast of Moscow, Penza was selected because it appeared
to meet our general specifications as fo size and location and
because it was in a region associated with the name of Nikelai
Leskov, the Nineteenth Century Russian novelist in whom one
of our group had a keen literary interest. Intourist appeared
somewhat skeptical of our project, but arranged for accommo-
dations and on Junz 15 we made the three.hour flight from
Moscow to Penza, landing on the unpaved runway about six
o'clock in the evening.

Penza is a provincial capital. Besides being an important
raitroad junction, it is an administrative and trading center for
that agricultural area, and it has several small industries. The
town dates back to 1666 and is noticeably proud of its past even’
though it has had a relatively quiet one. It escaped such cata-
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cars, too, are largely in government ana  .4i service, but a fer

of the most favored Soviel eitizens can afford to own ther

privately at the price of 10,000 rubles. Much nore reasenalil

priced is the Pobeda, which resembles a lightweight Chevrok

of about 1949 and may be had for 16,000 rubles—about 2

menths’ pay for the average worker. This is the most popula

family ¢ar, and enough Russians are in a position to afford one
that it requires a year’s wait after payment before delivery car
be expected. A smaller ear, the Moskvich, may be purchased fo
only 9,000 rubles, but its small size apparently makes it some
what less attractive to the Russian family. Gasoline prices ars
high, but by European standards not exorbitant—averaging
around 90 kopeks a liter (about 40 centa a gallon) and available
at 73 kopeks for those possessing a special gasoline card.

The Car-less Family

The Soviet city family without a car finds mast of its recrea-
tion close 1o home. A worker’s factory or his union will probably
have in connection with it a “house of culture,” and here he and
his family can attend concerts and plays. During the summer

. months the parks are erowded with families enjoying their day

of rest. Occasionally a movie or a visit to the Dynamo Stadium
for an international soccer match might be a possibility, but costs

. would keep these outings to a minimum, at least on a family

basis.

In summary, it is our impression that everyday life for the
city family in the Soviet Union is hard but not unbearable. To
make it more zcceptable; the first requirement is an enormous
expansion in building consiruction 2o that the worker and his
family may enjoy even a minimum standard of decency instead
of having to live huddled together in a single room.

Many other improvements in everyday life are closely
bound up with the availability of more iron and stee! for civilian
uses. Food resources could be distributed more cheaply, more
plentifully and more efliciently if more refrigeration facilities
and railroad rolling stock could be provided. The deplorable
plumbing situation deperds for its solution on the production
of more pipe. Reduced clothing prices await an expanded textile
industry, which in turn means more spirners and more looms.
Consumer goods such as refrigerators and washing machines
are still priced beyond the reach of the average Soviet family,
and these too will not he available {0 ease the life of the house-
wife until ways can be found to get more steel into the produc-
tion of consumer goods.
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enis are geared to earnings and length of serv  Fhowever,

" so that there is a premium on productivity and staoility,

Nor is transportation # sericus problem for the city dweller.
We were impressed by the quantity and quality of public trans-
port available in all the Soviet cities we visited, with the excep-
tion of Akmolinsk. The trolley-bus and the trolicv-car are at
least as common as eity busses, and the fares on all three are
moderate, ranging from 20 to 50 kopeks, according to ihe dis-
tance traveled. Qur average worker could thus cover his daily
commuting costs with I0 to 20 minutes’ work. In Moscow, of
course, he has the choice of the famous subway system, with a
fare of 50 kopeks (half a ruble) and excellent service, o say
nothing of the marble and alabaster stations, the indjrect light-
ing and the vaulted ceilings of this most sumptuous of under-
ground railroads.

. The Soviet Urion is not yet truly in the automobile age, but
we found it moving more rapidly toward it than we had sup-
posed. Truck traffic still predominates and provides evidence
that the nation is still in the building stage. Trucks are every-
where. Almost all are of Soviet production, but a few old United
States Army “six-by-six’ vehicles dating from lend-iease davs
are still to be seen. Within the cities, however, there is a rising
tide of passenger automobiles, many of them privately owned;
and we feel the dey is coming when Soviet planners will regret
their failure to provide for parking facilities in their city-
planning programs.

Autos are not yet within the range of the average worker,
bat we found the smaller models being acquired by second and
third-echelon management. Thev doubtiess are also available fo
the more successful workers of the Stakhanovite group. There
are a half-dozen different car models, but of these only four
are in common use. Most expensive and luxurious is-the ZIs,
which is not on private sale and is reserved exclusively for gov-
ernment use and taxi service. This car is built with dies pur-
thased some years ago from the Packard Motor Company, so
that the Soviet Union is the only place in the world where one
can now buy a brand new 1941 Packard. Model changes are not
made yearly, as in the United States, and the only concession
te progress that we noted was the two-tone paint styles that
mark late production.

Right behind the ZIS is the ZIM,* a large Russian-designed

car similar in style and appearance to the 1949 Buick. These

*ZIS and ZIM-—~Abbreviations for “Factory named for Stalin” and
“Factory named for Molotov.”
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Bolshoi Theatre in Moscow, and we note  milar shops [n Kies
Stalingrad, Minsk and Tashkent.

These of us who hud huped to relurn home with sample
of beautiful Russian embroidery and handicrafts were discour
aged by the prices, which were quite beyond our reach becaus
of the artificial exchange rate given to the Seviet ruble. Em
broidered blouses of any quality, for example, began {for us’
at 65 dollars. Our dismay at these prices led to our acquaintane
with another widespread Soviet institution, the commissio
store, through which anybodv—including foreigners—can sel
his belongings at authorized prices in return for an authorize
commission. All over Moscow there are numerous eommissio:
stores, each specializing in the sale of a particular kind of goods
such as men’s clothing, women's clothing, furniture or jewelry
By utilizing these facilities, we were able to get handsome rubl
returns for our own ¢lothing and to use the proceeds to purchas
embroidered blouses and other desired items.

Schools and Clinics

Food, shelter and clothing are the primary problems in th
life of the eity worker. In other areas of life we found hir
reasenably well taken care of—indeed, better off budgetwise
some ways than his Western counterpart. His children ar
assured of ten years of schooling. Tuition is free for the firs
seven years and low (if there is any charge at all) for the las
three, and school supplies and books are so heavily subsidize
that education is not a drain on the family budget. The sam
is-true of medical service. A widespread system of free clinic
is available to all, and the enly cost te the Soviet family is
small charge for medicines. If private consultations are desiret
they are available on a fee basgis. Charges are five rubles for
consultation with a genera! practiticner and ten for a specialis
—reasonable fees, it would appear, for an economy in which th
average worker earns about four rubles an hour. In Leningra
it appeared that the private services were being better utilize
than the free clinics.

The Soviet family also enjoys extensive coverage under th
non-contributory soecial security program. The system is largel
administered by the labor unions and provides for maternity an
accident benefits as well as retirement income. The Soviet worke
qualifies for retirement at the age of 60, but if he is capable ¢
continuing to work he may do so, receiving a portion of b
retirement benefits in addifion to his normal factory pay. Pa;
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appar. Vhatever the reason, we noted a predominan £
browns and Dblacks and a shabbiness that scemed to disapjear
the farther south we moved. The brightest and most cheerful
clothing we saw anywhere was in Tashkent and Alma Ata—
which, significantly, are cotton-producing regions, with textile
mills playing an important role in the local economy. This sug-
gested to us that regional officials tended very naturally to favor
their own people in distribution schedules despite the existence
of carefully worked-out merchandizing plans for the Soviet
Union as & whole.

As is {rue in most culiures, Soviet children are provided
with the best while their parents do with second best. The chil-
dren in Leningrad, particularly, were wearing coats, often with
embroidery, that appeared to be newer and of better quality
than those we saw on older pecple. In warmer climates we
noticed less difference except for footwear. Children everywhere
wore better shoes than their parents. As for infants’ wear,
Russian custom still demands a superabundance of clothes. We
found the babies typically swathed in blankets and sweaters to
the point where only their noses peeped out even in the warm
June weather,

Most women in the eities po without hats, and those who
wear them would often be better off bareheaded iIf Western
styles are used as a basis for judgment. Much more common
than hats, even in cities, is the familiar kerchief tied around
the head. The prevailing summey headgear for men, when any
is worn at all is the flat Ruesian can rather thar 2 hat.

ab all, 18 1Ne N4l UESIan oan rainer

It is not surprising that dresses and coats 1ack sfvle, that
shoes are often made of artificial leather and that Russian men -
commonly seem to wear ill-fitting shirts, when one discovers
the cost of clothing. We estimated, on the basis of clothing
prices in 2 number of Moscow stores, that even a rather poor

- o wrraran
pair of shoes would cost seven or eight days’ pay from the wages

of the average worker. A single-piece cotton print dress for his
wife would mean a week's work; and a suit of clothes for him-
self, from one to twc months’ work. Men’s work shirts of very
poor quality could be had for 35 rubles—a das’s pay—but shirts
of betfer grade cost up to 250 rubles—more than a week’s ezrn-
ings for the average factory worker or elerk.

Quality clothing is available in the cities but is entirely
out of the range of the average family income. In Moscow
beautiful fur coats are on sale at the state department store
on Red Square for 20,000 rubles, but we saw no purchasers.

There are expensive dress shops in the neighborhood of the
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At the Baptist minister’s home in Ta. «nt this was unex-
pectediy supplemented by a large tray of ice cream in cones,
It turned out that the minister's wife, upon hearing that ice
cream was an American favorite, had dispatched one of her
14 children to purchase a generous supply so that her guests
“would really feel at home.” Although we had already eaten
too much, we rose to the oteasion and duly did justice to the
ice cream. Incidentally, ice cream is as popular in the Soviet
Union as in the United States and is sold everywhere from small
white enameled pushcarts by white-aproned women—the Soviet
equivalent of the American Good Humor man. The cost of a
good-sized cone is two rubles — approximately 20 cents — but
smalier quantities are available for less.

Needless to say, the sort of banguet we have described here
is reserved for very special occasions. We always felt inade-
quate in our efforts to thank our hosts, but they would graciously
overwhelm us still further by zssuring us that they, not we, had
been the ones honored. On one occasion a Baptist minister
simply responded by quoting from the thirteenth chapter of
Hebrews: “Let brotherly love continue. Be not forgetful to
entertzin strangers; for thereby some have entertained angels
unawares!"

Clothing Expensive

Clothing is the Soviet family’s chief financial preblem. All
clothing is expensive because of short supplies, and the average
family must sacrifice at many points to avoid presenting a
shabhy, ragged appearance. In general they succeed well, for
we found city clothing for the most part to be elean, neat and
adeguste, though lacking in variety and style. Women's wear in
June ran heavily to coticn in conventicnal flower prints, and
was not notable for its fit or styling~—at least by Western
standards. The same might be said for men’s wear, although
the Westerner’s feeling that it lacked style could be attributed
in part to the Soviet preference for bell-bottomed trousers. Only
at the opera and theater, where the choice seats were evidently
filled by the élite of Soviet society, did we see clothing that looked
chic and well cut.

In Leningrad we were struck by the drabness of the cloth-
ing we saw. This may have been due merely to the fact that
we entered the Soviet Union by way of Leningrad, coming
straight from vastly different Helsinki; but it may also have
reflected Leningrad's peeuliar etonomic situation, or the north-
ern Soviet climate, which required mere warmth in wearing
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plots terded by the farmer in his spare time or by er
memu..s of his family, and he is free to sell the produce ... the
city markets for whatever it will bring. Moreover, most farm-
ers prefer to be paid in kind for their regular work on the col-
lective farm, because this produce, too, may be sold at the free
market and the return is greater than the cash value of farm
labor payments. Some of the best food we saw was in these
small peasant stalls—and it was priced accordingly.

These methods of food distribution are far from efficient,
and probably will remain so until better facilities are developed
for transportation and refrigeration. The most extreme examgple
we found of this inefficiency was the Cauecasian peasant we met
selling oranges in one of the Moscow farm markets. A member
of an orange collective in the Georgian Republic, this man had
taken pay for his accumulated work credits in the form of four
crates of oranges. He had put his oranges in an airplane, flown
a thousand miles to Moscow, was selling them in the free market,
and planned to fly back to the Caucasus afterwards——with his
profits. Considering his expenses, his price of 60 cents per
orange was not exorbitant, but neither did it suggest mass con-
sumption. (One of our group did notice some competition for
our Georgian friend in the orange market: under the columned
portico of the Lenin Library building another orange merchant,
origin unknown, had set up shop with a set of portable scales
and several crates of oranges bearing labels indicating that they
had been imported all the way from Portugal and French
Moroceo.)

All of these difficulties in getting food do not prevent the
Ruyssian from entertaining lavishly on occasion. Indeed, we found
them so hospitable that we were occasionally embarrassed by our
failure to do justice to the huge banquets that were served to
us when we were invited to dine in private homes. On these
occagions the meal vsually started with 3 profusion of 2old dishes,
including sausages, meat, black and red caviar, salads and fish,
such as sprats and herring, prepared in oil. At first we made
the mistake of assuming that this was the meal, and found our-
selves scareely able to cope with the even more elaborate courses
that followed. Soup was usually the second course and was
followed by a main dish of sturgeon, beef or poultry, sometimes
prepared according to specisl regional recipes. Once we were
completely overwhelmed to have this mzin dish followed by an
ample serving of ham and eggs. The end of the mezl would find
the table laden with cakes, fruits, chocolates and nuts for dessert,
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cans labeled in English, and learned that 3 was caviar orig-
inally prepared for export to the United States before the Cold
War brought East-West trade to a standstill, Some of the stores
also sell bottled champagne, wine and vodka, and constitute the
principal source of alcoholic heverages since the elosing of public
drinking places in connection with the current campaign against
alcoholism.

This description of state-store food stocks needs to be modi-
fied considerably to fit cities located in rich agricultural regions.
In Kiev and reﬁZ&, 1UI' éjd.mple, we muna a wzaer varletv of
fresh foods for sale than in Stalingrad, which is located in a
semi-arid region, This variation between cities provides graphic
evidence of the way in which food distribution in the Soviet
Union is complicated by the lack of adequate transport facilities.

An important secondary source of food for the city dweller
is the collective farm markets that are found in every Soviet
city. These markets are the outiet for the portion of farm
produce that has not been sold to the state at low fixed prices.
The collectives take their food to the large open-air markets in
trucks supplied by the state at reasonable rates and sell it at
prices considerably above state-store prices—sometimes as much
as two or three fimes higher. Here the city dweller can find
good supplies of fresh food, but unless several members of the
family work, the average family cannot afford to buy heavily.
For example, we noted that beefsteak was selling at the 26 col-
lective farm markets that are scattered over Moscow at the
equivalent of zbout $1.40 a pound. Fish was 60 cents a pound,
eggs 15 cents each, four 50 cents a pound and carrots 85 cents
a pound. Figuring the value of the ruble at the same rate—
10 cents—the earnings of the average worker or clerk are only
§80 a month. This shows the difficulty the city housewife has
in providing her family with a varied diet, and explains the
statistical increase in the consumption of bread and grain prod-
ucts that American economists have noted as an indication of
an approaching agricultural erisis in the Soviet Union.

" Private Marketing

An additional feature of the collective farm markets is the
small peasant stalls where individual farmers may sell their
own produce. More than 99 percent of all Soviet farms are
collectivized, but the members of the collectives are permitted
to have small plots of land for their own use. We found these
varying in size from & third of an acre to an acre and a half
in the various parts of the Soviet Union that we visited, These
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as being bas .ore on the Soviet ideal than on Sovict ruuiity,_
if we may juuse by such Soviet newspaper articles as the recent
one in Izvestia exposing the Smolensk buresverat who was
transferred to Mascow in 1953 and left his Sinolensk apartment
in charge of his grown daughter, who was said to rent part of
it at & high price. “This case is nof unique,” added Jzvestia.

Food Supply

We found the study of diet and food distribution one of the
most revealing and absorbing aspects of our whole observation
of Soviet living standards. An examination of the food supply
problems of the city worker clearly shows the way in which
the national economy operates to benefit the worker at the
expense of the farmer, and offers further insight into the price
the Soviet eitizen pays for his government’s preoccupation with
heavy industry and arms production.

The primary source of foodstuffs in the cities is the state
store, or gastronom. Foed in these stores is very cheap and
reflects the fixed government policy of holding down living costs.
The collective farms are required to sell a substantial propartion
of their produce to the state at prices considerably below free-
market values. While this policy makes possible cheap food in
the cities and -insures substantial government income in the form
of a turnover tax, it is alse bound to be one of the important

factors in the unrest that has been persistently reported from

rural sections of the Soviet Union and that was reflected in the
government agricultural policies of the Malenkov period.
Even though the state stores provide the eity worker with
a source of cheap food, they by no means provide him with a
solution to his food problems, particularly if he lives in one of
the larger cities. Inadequate facilities for transportation and
refrigeration place severe limits upon the variety of food avall-
able in the state stores. In Moscow, Stalingrad and Leningrad,
for example, we noted that state stores offered few fresh vege-
tables and even less fresh fruit. Meat and dairy products were
available, but the customer had t¢ stand in queues to get them,
and the supplies were sometimes exhausted before all were
served. The scarcity of these items is emphasized by the state-
store window displays, which consist of dummy meats and dairy
products, considerably deficient in the socialist realism that is
the official watchword of Soviet art. In general. the state stores
provide a good supply of canned foods including some meat and
fish produets as well as vegetables, fruits and jams. In one state
store in Mosecow we saw & sizable stock of Russian caviar in
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-—more serions because it seems to » be a defect inhere
the Soviet system and therefore diffic. .'to eradicate. The !
system js 8o highly centralized and burcnucratized that cor
tion plays a very insigrificant role as an incentive to the img
ment of the quality of production. Apart from propaj
cfforts to arouse a sense of social responsibility in the wi
the chief incentive he has is the piecework system of -
payments with its bonuses for “overfulilling” the norms .
lished for each job. This system emphasizes quantity rather
quality, and the effects are to be seen throughout Soviet p;1
tien, but nowhere more clearly than in building constru
We saw a school building in Perza that had been com:
only one year but was already undergoing major repairs :
time of cur visit. We saw numerous examples of serious

oration in buildings that had been standing no more than t
or four years.

No Suburban Life

There seems to be virtually no parallel in the Soviet T
to the suburban developments that are found in Western «
tries. Even on the outskirts of Moscow the new living qua
one sees under construction are not single houses standin
their own plots of ground, but are huge apartment build
where hundreds of families will be crowded almost as el
together as if they lived in the center of the city. One is ten
to see this as a further manifestation of the philosophy o
lectivism that dominates all Soviet life.

An exceplion among the cities we visited was Stalin,
where small individual stucco houses of a modern type are }
built in considerable numbers on the outskirts of the city. T
houses are individually owned, and most of them are fina
by loans from a government agency set up for the pur
(The ground they stand on, however, like all land in the S
Union, helongs to the state and is leased to the owners of
houses.)

Annther type of private home, which is ohviously for
better-situated rather than the average worker, is the de
or summer cottage, which may be located in the country a
miles from a mejor city or in some distant resort ares, suc
the Crimea. Privately owned houses may be bought and
or rented. When we asked an Intourist guide what kept S
citizens from buying more than one house and renting the ¢
ones as a source of income, we received the reply, “Why st
anybody want more than one house?”’ This answer struc
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about 56, persons have been housed in this single develop-
ment.

In the large apartment houses heating is from central pla_nts.
Smaller units are frequently heated with wood or coal. Cooking
in Moscow is done either by gas or on efectric hot plates {accord-
ing to the Soviet press gas was installed in 34,000 Mosecow
spartments in 1954), but wood and coal are more common in
the smaller towns. We were not impressed with the ficor plans
of even the newest apartments, and unfortunately the almost
total lack of structural steel in housing construction does not
permit the large windows and airy apartments that characterize
modern Western-type buildings.

Besides the lack of steel for building purposes, which pre-
sents architectural problems, Soviet construction labers under
other difficulties. The work force is largely inxeperienced, and
men and women must learn their trade while practising it.
We visited one Moscow couple who had moved into their apart-
ment in a tremendous new housing development on the edge of
the city while the apartment building next door was still under
construction. Our hosts pointed to a window in their living
room and told us that the inexperienced operator of a construe-
tion crane had made a mistake one day and knocked the window
out. The construction foreman apologized and had the window
replaced at once. Then the same thing happened cnce more 2
few days later. Our hosts declared that when they dashed out
and complained to the foreman again, he apologetically ex-
plained: “Well, you see, we figured that if it had to happen,
it was better for it to happen where we had already gotien
acquainted!”

The devastation and enormous loss of life produced by
World War 11 has placed such a premium on construction work-
ers that almost anyone is acceptable for employment. Posiers
may still be seen in various parts of the country advertising
this need and listing the rewards available to the recruit. In
one of Moscow's poorer sections, for example, we found a poster
calling fer workers to *help construct Moscow and other cities™
and offering (1) a bonus of 150 to 600 rubles to help a family
get settled in the new place of work, (2) travel expenses, (3)
10 to 15 rubles of spending money for each day's travel {o the
new location and (4) guaranteed housing at the scene of con-
struction, with “all the necessary furnishings, including 2 bed.”
With such large numbers of unskilled laborers on the job it is
not surprising that quality does not keep pace with guantity.

There is, however, a still more serious cause of poor quality
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needs to apply less than five percent £is monthly pay fo
cccupancy of a room 13 feet square {(wnich unfortunately
much living space as many are akle to get). Kitchen and pl
ing facilities are rent-free. Theoretically, the worker is all
& square meters of space for each person in his family &
subsidized rate of 18 rubles a month, This would mean tt
family of five is entitled to 45 square meters at a total re
90 rubles, or about 11 percent of an average worker's mont
income of 800 rubles. Since housing is at such a premium, b
ever, it is the rare worker who enjoys such spacious quarte:
or has 1o pay such & high proportion of his monthly earn.
for sghelter.

The shortage of living accommodations is by no me
accepted without complaint by the city dweller. Indead, it see:
te ug that public dissatisfaction in housing matters was n
vigorously manifested than in any cther area of daily life. ©
piaces considerable pressure on the authorities to speed up -
housing; and we have found numerous criticisms in the So
press of the construction organizations responsible for the wo
such as the accusation that one construction trust had tal
three years and a half to put up one four-story house and ser
years to build another.

It is significant that the loudest laughs we heard at
Moscow circus were in vesponse to a housing joke. One clo
rushed to the center of the circus ring shouting that he had j
written a hook.

“What about?’ asked a second clown.

“Boy meets pirt?’ gaid the first.

“Ah, a story!”

“They fall in love.”

“A romance ("’ :

“They get married and find an apartment.”

“A fable!™

Industrial Financing
While the supervision of housing is a responsibility of t

" eity couneils, much of the actual construction is undertaken a

financed by industrial enterprises, which are permitted by th
governing ministry to allocate funds from corporation incor

. to build apartments and cther facilities for their own worker:

At a new textile mill in Tashkent, for example, we found rathr
good company housing provided for 70 percent of its labor for
of 20,000 men; which means, when families are added in, th
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new fao:aries snd schools and stores bullt and 750,000 people
rehoused. The visitor cannot fail to be impressed by this massive
operaticn, and we found it impossible to move in any direction
even today without the constant presence of the crares and
{rucks that bear witness to the continuing effort.

In contrast to this, the inhabitants of Moscow and Leningrad
appear to be less favored. According to fzvestin, 910,000 square _
meters of lving space were completed in Moscow in 1954, and
1,000,000 square meters were planned for 1955. While the figure
for 1955 is said to be four times the space produced for Moscow
in 1948, we estimate that it would comprise only about 33,000
new dwelling units, which is little more than enough to keep up
with the population growth, according to the figures we were
given.

New Housing Sitressed

As we walked about the streets of Mozcow we were often
surprized to look through the archway of a large new apartment
house and see a row of dilupidated, tumble-down tenement houses
on the other side of the inner courtyard, These are the scenes
that have often made foreign tourists bring back totally con-
tradictory reports of what they saw in Moscow. Some of them,
it would appear, saw cnly the new apartment houses, and others
saw only the slums. Actually both are there in full view. Our
impression was that the Soviet authorities were putting vir.
tually all their housing furds into new apartments rather than
diverting any sizable part of their funds for the repair of older
buildings that were due to be replaced eventually anyhow.

If a clerk or worker is dispossessed by a new development,
or if he is living in condemned housing, or if he is overercwded
even by Seviet standards, he will have priority on a new apart-
ment, Otherwise, the chances are that he will have to stay where
ke is for a very long time. We tried to find out whether “‘connee-
tions™ or bribes could influence the allocation of new housing,
This was firmly denied, but since returning home we have come
across several articles in the Soviet newspapers exposing this
very kind of favoritism. It would indeed be difficult to imagine
that favoritism and graft could be entirely prevenied in a sit-
uation where the pressures are so great that apartment build-
ings can be seen to be fully decupied before the construction
crews have finished applying the exterior facing.

Although the city dweller has this enormous housing prob-
lem, it is entirely a problem of shortage and not of finance. All
rental housing is heavily subsidized, so that the average worker
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Soviet City Lights

Undoubiedly the most serious problem for the city dw
is adequate living quarters. All the cities we visited, whe
larpe and cosmopolitan like Moscow or small and provineial
Penza, had a housing shortage that dwarfs similar problem
Western Europe or America. This shortage has many caus
of which population growth, war devastation, an unskilled Ja
foree and the priority given by the government o the exp
sion of heavy industry are probabtly the most important. A
result, todey’s eity worker may well have to live with his fan
in a single room, sharing kitchen facilities with several ot
families. In smaller towns like Penza and Akmolinsk he s
probably also have the added problem of carrying all his wate
from a distant pump.

In ancient “wooden™ Russia the log house was the typic
form of dwelling, and to this day much of wooden Russia is st
to be seen in the outlying sections of Moscow and in many o
vincial towns. In Penza, for example, we had only to walk ts
or thrée blocks away from the main street in order to find ot
selves surrounded by ancient and often picturesgue wooder
houses standing in rows behind their wooden fences that line tr
dirt streets. The present trend wherever we traveled, howeve
is to replace these log houses with massive apartment building
six or seven stories high, constructed of brick and reinforce
concrete with a facing designed to resemble stone.

In war-devastated Stalingrad and Minsk we found astonis}
ing progress in reconstruction. Both cities have arisen from the
Tubble of World War 11 in a decade, and new housing iz avail
able for a large part of the population. Aceording to figures we
read in the Soviet newspaper fzvestia, 120,000 square meters o
living space, comprising about 4000 apartments, were due to be
construeted in Stalingrad in 1955. (This means, incidentally
that the average size of these apartments was 20 square meters
or a space about 10 feet wide and 30 feef long.) Minsk, the
capital of Byelo-Russia, had e population of about 2 million
people in 1940, When the war ended, 85 percent of it was in
ruins, and in the decade that has elapsed, 85 percent of it has
been rebuilt. New streets have been laid out, new parks created,

28

arrn



Wal an apprentice worker was 350 rubles, and in 3 ww
we learned that the rector of the university receives 1.,u00
rubles a month, or almost 35 times as much. This is roughly
equivalent to the difference in earnings between the office boy
and the president of an American corporation.

There are, however, some imporiant qualifications to coms-
parisons of this kind. First, the number of persons in the “com-
fortable” income brackets in the Soviet Union would be relatively
much smaller, and the number in the Jower income brackets much
larger. This difference is even more siriking when one realizes
that the Soviet income tax has 2 maximum of only 13 per cent,
as compared to the American maximum in the highest income
brackets of 91 per cent. Second, it is important to remember
that the Soviet citizen does not compare his lot with that of
his American counterpart, of whom he knows nothing, but rather
with the lot of his own father and grandfather. For this reason,

_any analysis of Soviet problems and living standards that is
based primarily on comparisons between the United States and
the Soviet Union is somewhat irrelevant.

It will be abundantly evident in what follows that Soviet
living standards are far below American standards, though we
do not fee! that this comparison in itself can be taken to mean
the “failure” of the Soviet system. We propose to confine our-
selves here to generalizations about living standards based upon
what we saw in large cities, in one typical provincial town in
which we spent five days and on collective farms. In estimating
wages and prices we assume a ruble value of 10 cents, because
this appears to us to be a closer approximation to its real weorth
than the artificial value of 25 cents that the Soviet government
assigns to it for exchange purposes,
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and time and time again we were 1 dy dissidents as
supporters of the regime, that things are now better tha
were a few years ugo. (No one ever specifically said ¢

Virtually everywhere we found immense pride i
achicvements of their government—a pride thal is ail the g
because most Soviet citizens have no means of comparing
achievements with those of other countries. Thiz pride is no
more apparent than in the realm of their educational ac
ment. Indeed, the satisfaction felt by the Russian people ir
new opportunity for education is one point where gover
policy has won an endorsement that far exceeds the p
acceptance previously referred to. It has been necessary t
cate the masses in order to carry out industrialization a
Luild support for Marxism, but there is no doubt that the ]
have genuinely benefited in the process.

Even among Soviet citizens who disagreed fundame
with certain aspects of the official Marxist faith we fo
general belief in the justice and correctness of Soviet p
and an acceptance of much of the official Soviet interpre
of international affairs. All this convinced us that Soviet po
advertisers and American commercial advertisers have
the same useful and dangercus discovery about human ne
the public may claim to be skeptical about all advertisin
very few persons can develop an immunity to repeated
of it.

Standard of Living

Having thus sketched our view of the basic orientati
the average Soviet citizen, we want to record cur observ.
on the way he lives, the problems he has to contend wit]
the standards of living that are to be found in his soceiely.
ously these vary between city and country and among v:
economic and social strata. The well-placed Party functic
the army officer, the successful artist or scholar, the far
factory manager and the Stakhanovite* all enjoy a sta
of living and an exemption from many of life’s problem:
set them apart from Soviet society as 2 whole. In this r
Soviet society is no different from any other: it has a priv
clazs and s lahoring mass, and the spread between the t
not dissimilar to that which is found, for example, in the T
States. In the Minsk tractor plant we were told that the me

* Stakhanovite—A worker who produces more than the norms
his job and consequently receives bonus payments snd other rewar
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This does not mean that the Soviet citizen b 10 oppor-
tunity to criticize. He is even encouraged to erit. [ the per-
formance of individuals at the lower levels of government, and
we saw evidence that this privilege iz exercised, and perhaps
even abused at times. For example, from our hotel window in
one provincial tawn we observed the great restraint of a militia
man (the Communist equivalent of “policeman”} in handling
a rowdy citizen who berated him long and loudly before a grow-
ing ecrowd. The sulphuric language even included — perhaps
ironically—the use of the term *‘Soviet man!”

Fear of America

The average Soviet citizen has no information whatever
about the outside world except what has been filtered threugh
the officially controlled Soviet channels of communication. He
is deeply concerned about peace because he knows the cost of
war. He genuinely fears the United States because he has been
led to believe that capitalism inevitably produces erises which
lead inevitably to war. The United States is pictured to him as
the center of reactionary ecapitalism whose ruling circles insist
on imposing military bases and German rearmament upen an
unwilling world. This fear of America, however, does not make
him hate Americans, for the Soviet press commonly distinguishes
between the American people and their rulers (but neglects to
reconcile such a distinctien with the faet that the rulers are
both chosen and removed by the vote of the American people).

A member of our group once asked directions of two women
on the outskirts of Moscow and was almost immediately drawn
into a conversation sbout their great feur of war and desire
for peace. When he told them the American people shared both
their fear and that desire, the two women looked genuinely sur-
prised ang relieved. Then one of them said thoughtfully, “Yes,
that makes sense; I'm sure the American people don’t want war

" —it's just the capitalists!” (In answer he told them he had

heard the same thing about them in America: “The Russian
people don't want war—it's just the Communists!”)

Qur experience made us feel that most Soviet citizens have-
no understanding of what is meant in the West by a “free
society.” Relatively few persons living today in the Soviet Union
have any personal memories of pre-Revolutionary Russiz, and
there was little in Russia before the Revolution that would add
to their understanding of the term. Lacking any means of com-
paring Soviet society with that of the outside world, they tend:
to compare their situation today with what it was formerly:
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visitors even where none are just . The trend in r
months toward some relaxation of restrictions is encoura
and we hope it will continue long enough to create a real ct
in relations between the inhabitants of the Soviet Union
these of the outside world.

The picture of the average Soviet citizen that we for:
for ourseives in the course of some 12,000 miles of travel wi
the Soviet Union is of a man who accepts the Soviet syster
which he lives somewhat as the Swiss accept their mount:
the Epglish their fogs and the Arabs their desert, It is &
of nature. One does not actually accept it or reject it, and
less does one attempt to change it; one simply adjusts t
The overwhelming majority of the Soviet citizens we
appeared to have adjusted to it so completely that they fc
it difficult to imagine what life must be like in that great .
of the cutside world which, by dint of being non-Communis
defined in Soviet terms as “capitalist.”

We met Communist Party members who obviously beli
wheleheartedly and devoutly in the Marxist-Leninist faith.
met non-Party members who likewise aceepted the faith
insisted that they enjoyed equal rights with Party member
every respect (but—as we observed -— only because they
accepted the faith and worked within it). We also met enou
dissidents to make us insist upon saying here that the great m:
of Soviet citizens have adjusted to the Soviet system rat
than saying that they have accepted it.

FPolicies Ung:ge:sﬁoned

Nowhere did we find anybody—whether a2 Party mem
or not — whose attitude toward his own government reve:
even a trace of that sense of personal responsibility for mak
his voice heard on issues of policy which we consider to k
part of the very essence of demoecracy. For the Soviet citi
participation in political affairs means participation in im
menting, explaining and arousing mass support of policies 1
have aiready been formulated by higher authorities. He acet
whatever policies they formulate as the correct ones beca
they are by definition the greatest experts in what is by dei
tion the one true faith. For the average Soviet citizen ope
to question whether the Soviet system really was the best we
be more unthinkable —and far more dangerous — than fo
member of, let us say, the U, 8, Chamber of Commerce or 1
Nationgl Association of Manufacturers ¢o cast doubts on
basic principles of American free enterprise.
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“Why don't you get your embassy to help yo..  a Soviet
acquainiance sugpested.

“0h, they wouldn't bother with a matter like that,” the
foreign visitor replied.

“They wouldn't!" the Soviet citizen exclaimed. “Then why
don't you go straight to your embassy’s Party cell and protest?”

Drab Uniformity

This monolithic character of Soviet society fempts the new-
comer to plunge into easy generalizations. Before he has traveled
far in the Soviet Union he begins to feel confident that he can
make certain predictions zbout what he will find in the next
town. The statues in the town parks and ihe paintings on the
walls of public buildings will deal almost exelusively with cer-
tain standard variations on the twin themes of Lenin and Stalin,
(Cur religious analogy would suggest a parallel here to the cult
of the Virgin and Child in medieval Christian ar{. The Com-
munist substitution of a stern father-image for a loving moethar-
image might provide an inleresting subject of speculation for
the psychologists and sociclogists.) Some of the streets, fac-
tories and neighboring collective farms will almost invariably
be named for Lenin, Stalin, Molotov, Dzerzhinski, or the Com-
munist martyr Kirov. The town’s leading theater will very likely
be named after either Gorki or Mayakovski.

There is indeed a drab uniformity zbout the appearance
of Soviet Main Street which probably finds its closest parallel
in the flashy uniformity of Main Street in America. But we
suspect that the standardized external appearance of Soviet
towns may be almost as misleading to the foreign visitor as the
standardized sppearance of American towns is to foreign visitors
to the United States.

The foreigner in the Soviet Union is likely to form an over-
simplified pieture of the country because of the ape-old cultiva-
tion of secrecy in Russian officialdemn. This was illustrated for
us by such things as the scarcity of telephone directories in
Moscow (the only copy we ever saw was one we borrowed from
a foreign newspaper correspondent), the reluctance of officials
to give us suck statistics as the population of a town ar the
number of publie schools in it and the denial of permission for
us to visit the Baltic area. We know another foreign visitor who
was given permission to visit a certain man on a chicken farm
but later found out that orders hzd been issued not to allow him
1o get a look at any of the chickens or egps while he was there,
This Russian cult of secrecy tends to arouse suspicions in foreign
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Soviet Man and Soviet Society

One of the strongest impressions we received of 5S¢
society, whether urban or rural, is what the Soviet leaders tt
' f selves call its “monolithic’ structure. “All power to the Sovi

- } . was among the slogans the Bolsheviks used in their stru
: to gain control of the government in 1917, and that slogan
been fulfilled literally in the Soviet Union. Such concept:
separation of powers, political pluralism or sovereignty of
people play no real part in Scviet thought or acticn. Ther
o complex network of independent eivic clubs, professic
associations, business groups, labor unions, veterans’ organ
tions, political parties, women’s clubs, church groups and of
organizations, like those that compete for a eitizen's loyalt;
an open society and in tuen give him an opportunity to m
his influence felt. All the numerous organizations in the So
Union {(with the possible — and partial — exception of
churches) are eontrolled directly or indirectly by the Commu
Party. We noticed doors marked “Party Seciion” when we vis
: Moscow University, the office of a leading newspaper an
i branch of the Academy of Scientes. These doors had their ec
terparts in all other Soviet organizations except the chure
; The role of the Communist Party in Soviet life is so va
: ‘ different from that which is associated with a political p:
in the West that we must refer once again to our analegy +
a militant awthoritarian church, in which we called the C
munist Party the priesthood of the Soviet religion. (We sh
point out, however, that the policy of allowing no organiza
{0 exist without their approval and no periodical, beok or p
. phlet to be published without their authorization was not in
i duced into Russian society by the Commurists. Numer
examples could be eited from tsarist history.)

The extent to which the position of the Communist P:
N . has become a permanent fixture in the thinking of the aver
- L Soviet citizen may be judged by the story we heard fro:
native Russian about a foreign visitor from a non-Commau
! . country who was having trouble getting tickets for some spe
R event in Moscow,
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eval them in terms of American methods, and lack +  gh
confiavnce in the statistics we gathered regarding preu. .on
and labor relations to make them a part of this reperf.

We are well aware of the danger of drawing any sweeping
conelusions on the basis of a 30-day visit. Our impressions are
bound to be fragmentary and, as we have said, influenced by our
prejudices and preconceptions. Perhaps the most important of
these was a conviction that it is impossible to carve the world
up into “good” parts and “evil” parts. Man is a mixture of
both, and wherever he is, one may find evidence of both his
nobility and his weakness. Therefore, we expected to find some
things in the Soviet Union of which we could approve and some
things of which we could sharply disapprove. That is what hap-
pened. In the chapters that follow we record our cbservations,
recognizing their fragmentary nature but believing they may be
useful in the face of the great need for first-hand reports of the
Soviet scene.
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seat belts and certain other safety p utions to which we
accustomed in the West, the dirt ru.ways, the punctuali
arrival and departure. Qur reserved seats, usually groupc
gether in the front of the plane, reduced our opportunities t
inio conversation with the Soviet passengers. But we did
sionally meet interesting persons in the course of our fi
such as a pretty airline stewardess reading a translation of
& young woman architect reading a modern British novel, J
Aldrich’s The Diplomet, in Russian translation: and an am
argumentative Marxist engineer. The exceptions to plane t
were & train trip that two members of our group took
Moscow to Minsk; a two-day boat trip from Stalingrad de
the Volgz River, through the locks of the Volga-Don Canal, .
down the Don River to Rostov; and an overnight train trip 1
Moscow to Leningrad that William Edgerton ook during
second month in Russia, after the rest of us had returned h
In the course of this travel we soon found that as fa
Soviet cities are concerned, the western visitor is not subje
t¢ the kind of police surveillance that has been persistentl
ported by travelers in earlier years. With only a few except
we were able to wander at wili and zlone around the ci
observing without interference the showplace and the s
the new and the old, the rich and the poor. As far as farm v
were concerned, we have already noted that these were n
on an approval basis to farms selecied by local officials. Fort.
reason there is no doubt that they were representative of f
better rather than the poorer side of Soviet agriculture. On
other hand, we made most of them in areas not frequented
tourists and therefcre to farms not geared especially to em:
taining visitors, which from our standpoint made the experie
more valuable.

Industries Visited

We saw only two major industrial establishments, a tex
plant in Tashkent and a tractor factory in Minsk, Fowe
both of these installations were Jarge, and in the ease of
tractor plant, our visit was the first by westerners. In both ce

" we were impressed with the self-contained communities {.

have grown up around the plants and which are planned a
financed by the same ministry operating the factory. Inde
the provision of company housing Is one of the factors makl
for labor siability, since housing accommadations are tight eve:
where. We likewizse were impressed with the modern produeti
methods being employed, although we were not eguipped
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3 striking examples of the relatively low stani  :of
Intourist in the Soviet hierarchy of influence may be found in
our failure to arrange visits to a Moscow food warehouse, to the
Ministry of Trade, or to a village where we had a literary
interest which was only 30 miles from a city in which we spent
five days. These frustrations must be faced by the tourist who
visits in the Soviet Union, for there are no alternative means of
organizing his trip, but it must be noted that they can be mini-
mized if one is persistent and if he is blessed with a particularly
able Intourist representative, as we were on the Asian part of
our visit.

Exteni of Travel

Qur 30 days in the Soviet Union were spent for the most
part in the well-known European cities of Leningrad, Moscow,
Stalingrad, Rostov, Kiev and Minsk. Four of our group spent
five days in Penza, a smaller town 400 miles southeast of Mos-
cow; and two spent ten days in Central Asia, getting as far east
as Alma Ata on the Chinese border and visiting alse Tashkent
in Uzbekistan and Akmolinsk in Kazakhstan.

Each new city seemed to provide startling changes in our
total picture of the Soviet Union. We saw Leningrad in early
June, its residents bundled up rather drably against the cold of
the late spring and its beildings generally in a state of disrepair.
Swift moving and colorful Moseow' with its influx of Soviet
tourists from zl! corners of the U.S.S.R. created an entirely
different impression of Soviet vitality. Penza’s more relzxed
atmosphere, the tremendous surge of energy expressed in the
rebuilding of war-torn Stalingrad and Minsk, the prosperous
air of the city of Rostov (which we only glimpsed), the European
beauty of Kiev, the contrast of Uzbek and Russizn culture in
Tashkent, the beauty and cheerfulness of Alma Ata, the frontier
quality of dusty Akmolinsk—all these varied impressions, to-
gether with our increasingly rich store of personal experiences
as we traveled, gave us a realization of the complexity and
variety of the country that cannot be gained from Moscow alone.

Meang of Travel

In 50 large a nation as the Soviet Union {nearly three times
the size of the United States), fiying is the only way to cover
long distances within the time limits of the usual tourist visa;
and so with three exceptions all cur travel between cities was
done by air. Our experiences were the same as those of other
tourists—the two-motored planes flying very low, the lack of

19



labor camps. Other major requests 1 -granted, slthough
features of our itinerary as originally pianned had to be al
We were unable, for example, to take a boat trip on the
between COI‘}{{ 31']51 Ku:bmhcv and to visit Buaulu{\, where Fri
had maintained a headquarters during the 1923 famine
work, but in both these instances we were convinced the
culty involved lack of facilities and the relatively uninflue
status of Intourist itself rather than any basic objectio
our plans.

Relations With Intourist

Qur relations with individual representatives of Into
were invariably cordial, but we were not particularly impre
with the efficiency of its service. In the first place, the age
is organized primarily to provide the standard type of fori
tourist with a standard program of sightseeing. It can alw
procure theater tickets on shor{ notice, provide cars and gu
for visits to muscums and exhibitions and conduct tours to po
of interest, but visits to farms and factories and schools
courts and churches, which were more nearly in the cente
our interest, are more difficult to arrange.

We found it necessary to be specific and insistent regarc
our interest in these areas, and even then noted a wide varia
in the results depending on the ability of the individual Intour
representative with whom we were dealing. Some Intourist s
were able to arrange visits to farms and factories, others w
not, and in the Soviet Union these are not made without
appropriate permlaﬁ;_on from local authorities, so that the r
of Intourist at these points is erucial. Indeed, these local p
missions are so important as {0 constitute a second major a
of control, for they provide the authorities not only with
absolute check on all visits but also with the opportunity
select the particular farms and factories fo be visited if p_
missions are granted at all.

The more unusual the request, the more unlikely it is th
it can be met through the facilities of Intourist. It would ee
tainly not be within its power, for example, to arrange a vi
te a forced labor camp, and for this reasen we delaved raisi:

- [
this guestion untll we had a chance to talk with the one k

government_figure we met in the Soviet Union, the Depu
Foreign Minister, Andrei Gromyko. It is obviously only someo
on Mr, Gromyko's Jevel who could give this kind of permissic
and unfortunately his response to our inquiries was sufficienty;
cool to disconrage us from pressing the matter any further.
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Enrgl: under the sponsorship of DBritish Young Fria m
1954, and the thoughtful efforts of Swedish Friends in 1953 and
1954 in Lringing Russian Baplist leaders to Sweden for religious
feliowship with other Christians, have kept alive Friends’ con-
tacts with the Russian people during the cold war and helped us
express our religious econcern to break through man-made bar-
riers and witness again to the need for understanding and peace,

Not Special Guests

A question constantly asked of us since we returned home
is: “Were you restricted in your travel " The answer is not easy.
‘We went to the Soviet Union as ordinary tourists and not as the
special guests of any Soviet organization. This fact deserves
some emphasis, for one’s experiences as a visitor in a Communist
country are greatly influenced by one’s status, Since Communist
states are by nature strongly hierarchical, what the foreign visi-
tor can see and do will depend to a great extent upon the influence
of the group that sponsors his visit. If he comes as the guest
of an important organization, he is likely to find that doors will
open even as he reaches out to knock—giving him a little of the
same startling experience one gets from those electronically
operated doors in some of our American supermarkets and rail-
Wway stations.

On an earlier visit to sznother Communist country as a
member of a delegation invited by that country’s national peace
council, one member of our group had many experiences of this
kind, such as visiting the country’s largest steel center on two
hours’ notice, visiting the country’s most famous palitical
prisoner in his prison cell, spending a day and a night in a
frontier military zone normally closed to all foreigners, and
finally having a long interview with the head of the government.
Buch are the prerogatives of the special guest in a Communist
country, and along with inflating his sense of his own impor-
tance, they are likely to distort his view of reality.

In our visit to the Soviet Union we ran no such risks. As
ordinary tourists paying our own way throughout the trip we
erganized our visit through Intourist, the commercia! Soviet
agency for hangdling tourists. One advantage of the tourist
statize i the Annnrtrmite A minn amafo ~rcn . TR
wEEMAG L5 AT uppULWIILLLY W g ONe 8 OWIL ILINerary and thereby
fo test in some measure the extent to which freedom of movement
is possible. Overall control of travel is retained by the govern-
ment which, through Intourist, must give approval to trave!
plans before tickets mre issved. In our case, we were not able
to fulfill our interest in visiting the Baltic regions and foreed
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He had been there in 1930, whilen @ ir eenter siill exis
Moscow.

The group alse included two other staff members of
American Friends. Service Committee. Hugh Moore, fin
secretary, and Stephen G. Cary, head of the American Ser
had both had leng expericnce in Friends’ work at home ar
Europe, including extensive visits to Finland and Poland,
eountries which had been vitally affected by their huge neig
to the east.

The professional training and experience of Wroe Alde
a marketing economist, was to be of great value to the re
the group in interpreting the economic implications of whe
saw during our visit.

Eleanor Zelliot, assistant to the editor of The Ame:
Friend, one of the two leading American Quaker journals,
traveled extensively in India.

William B. Edgerton, a specialist in Russian literaty
the Pennsylvania State University, was a praduate of the
sian Institute at Columbia University and combined exper
as a Quaker representative in post-war Poland and Yugos;
with a knowledge of three Slavic languages, including Rus:

Pagt Russion Conlocls

This visit to Russia was not a new experience in Qu.
history. Frieads’ concern for peace is as old as the Society it
and has often led other Friends in other centuries to under
visits te the great nation that is part of both Europe and :
Friends have waited upon the tsars; tsars in turn have atte:
Frierds Meetings in England. Danie! Wheeler drained swa
in the area around St. Petersburg early in the Nineteenth
tury. Stenhen Grellet and William Allen visited Russian pri
during the same period. Sixty years ago British and Amer
Friends lent help to persecuted Russian Doukhobors and ena
them to emigrate to Canada. Twice in this century, once be

i ] nn o § inmde hovn heanalh+e wali
the Revclution and once after it, Friends have brought relis

the face of famine, A Friends Cenler was maintained in Mo
until 1931, and in 1948 the American Friends Service Comm
used $23,000 contributed by individual Americans as a toke
friendship to send streptomycin to the Russian Red Cross
treating tuberculosis in children’s hospitals.* )
A visit by seven English Friends to Moscow and Kie
1951, the invitation to representatives of Soviet youth to

* For a fuller account of Friends’ contacts in Russia, see Anna
ton, Towoard Undiscovered Ends {Pendle Hill, 1951).
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A New C’mpter in an Old Story

On the afternoon of Jupe 2, 1955, six American Quakers
drove out through the Finnish countryside to the Helsinki airport
and took off on the two-hour flight to Leningrad that was to
mark the beginning of a month of travel in the Soviet Union.

The group was bound on a mission of good-will, a religious
venture in which faith must lead where knowledge fails. We
intended to seek out worshippers of God, to bring them greetings
and encourapement and io share with them the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit. We hoped that our journey might serve as a symbol
to the Russians of the good-will and the desire for peace that we
believe to be deeply rooted in the hearts of Americans. While
meagerly equipped for the journey in most respects, we held
firmly to the peace testimony of Friends, to the principle that
the making of peace must first take place in the hearts of men
and to a belief in the power of Christian love.

We were not unaware of the pature of Communist beliefs
and practices, and we were conscious of our obligation to make
the journey not only with open minds and cpen hearts but also
with open eyes. In our contacts with Saoviet citizens during our
visit and in our reports to our fellow citizens after our return
home, we were determined to try to maintzin z single standard
of honesty and good-will, keeping both groups in mind when-
ever we g0 spoke to either.

The Six Members

Every member of the party brought with him a load of
preconceptions about the Soviet Union that was more signicant
than any of the baggage presented to the customs officials for
examination at the Leningrad sirport. Not all of us had the
same preconceptions, since each had drawn his infermation from
his own sources and had his own habits of thought in arriving
at conclusions. '

Clarence Pickett, secretary emeritus of the American
Friends Service Committee, had a broad background of inter-
national experience and contacts, particularly through his years
of work as a Quaker observer at the United Nations. He was the
only member of our party whoe had previcusly visited Russia.
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more . .d more perfunctory observance, accerding to the .fer
rather than the spirit. To speak in the Commaunists’ own terms,
it will be interesting to see whether the dialectical process does
not eventually confront the Marxist-Leninist state religion with
its own counterpart of the anti-clericalism that other established
religions have produced.*

In any event, these are the “red-and-green glasses” through
which we sought to observe and bring into focus the seoming
paradoxes of three-dimensional Russia,

* This was written before the Soviet deglorification of Stalin, which
may help highlight some of these internal contradictions,
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ing rather of a2 system of control basc ; physical force, h
archical zuthority and the cult of unquestioning obedience,

According to Marxist-Leninist doctrine, the thought a
actions of the individual human being are inevitably determin
by the class to which he belongs, regardless of his own subject
beliefs about himself. His only way of freeing himself from bli
submission te this determinism is to recognize the laws of histc
asz revealed by Marxism and ally himself with the preletart
class under the leadership of its vanguard, the Communist Par
This doctrine about the class origin of individual thought ¢
behavior has led the Communists to fill the world with peo
who are by definition their enemies—their class enemies. Wl
is more, this doctrine has centinued to produce enemies-
definition within the Soviet Union itself. Since, in Lenin's wor
“Marx's theory is objective truth,” and since Marxism teact
that the individual's ideas are an outgrowth of his class ba
grournd, any individual who disagrees with Marxist doctrine
by definition wrorg and a potential or actual class enemy.

Obstacles and Hopes

This aspect of Marxist-Leninist doetrine naturally presen
& very serious obstacle to persens of good-will who disagr
fundamentally with Marxism but at the same time are concerns
about ereating genuine peace and mutual understanding betwes
the Communist and non-Communist worlds. In Communist ey
the very fact of rejecting Marxist-Leninist doctrine places
person in fundamental error and makes him a potentisl, if n
actual, enemy of the frqg_J_and its guardians, the Communis!

At the same time there are several! reasons why men
good-will should not despair of eventually breaking through th
wall of misunderstanding and suspicion that Marxist-Lenini
doctrine creates around its adherents. First of all, Communis
could not avoid being human beings even if they wished to, al
as human beings they are far too complex to be adequately e
plained by their own doctrines. Second, the very emphasis th
put on the cult of science and on the dialectical nature of
phenomena may make it easier for them eventually to recogni
the contradictions between their Marxist interpretations of res
ity .and reality itself. Third, now that Marxism-Leninism h
Lecome the official religion of the Soviet state and now that o
of the requirements for getting ahead in Soviet life is prop
observance of its rites, it already shows evidence of producil
the same antithetical forece that has so often corrupted sta
religions in the past—the force of indifference, which leads
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aeaus . «d with some of them in the course of our vis  id
not surprise us, for the same statement might be made about
the wholechearted conformist in any society, whatever its resirie-
tions. The degree of frecdom that exists in any society, how-
ever, cannot be measured by that society’s conformists, but
rather by the treatment of is rebels. Up to the present there
has been little room for rebels in the Soviet Union.

In several respects the Soviet system constitutes z return
to certain ideals of the European Middle Ages: a strongly pater-
ralistic closed society, united by a single docirine that was
accepted as the one true faith, and ruled by a priestly hierarchy
who proclaimed themselves to be the guardians and interpreters
of that faith. In both societies heresy is regarded as the greatest
of all crimes, for it is believed to sirike at the ideological founda-
tions upon which each society rests. The effort to maintain
doctrinal purity has led in both societies to the erection of a
barrier of censorship againsi the infiltvation of heretical idaas
from abroad and their rise and spread {rom within. In tsarist
times the Russian Orthodox Church maintained its own ecclesi-
astical eensorship, through which all books dealing with philos-
ophy and religion had to pass. The Roman Catholic Church
still maintains s index of books believed to be harmfu! to the
general reader. And the libraries of the Soviet Union maintain
two separate catalogs, & public one thai lisis only those books
which are officially approved, and a private one that is complete
—and accessible only by special permission.

Soviet Priesthood-Army

The two analogies presented here—the religious and the
military—represent two almost inexiricably intertwined threads
that run through Soviet thinking. The Communist “church”
offers ultimate salvation in the form of a classless society, where
the resources of nature will be exploited only for the benefit of
all mankind, as a reward for acceptance now of a dogmatis,
authoritarian faith and obedience to the Communist priesthood
who are the self-proclaimed guardians and interpreters of that
faith, At the same time, this Communist priesthood is also a
Communist army, organized—like all armies—as an instrument
for the seizure and maintenance of power. The fact that the
peoples of the Soviet Union have o means of exercising control
Gver this Communist priesthood-army has led to the virtual mili-
tarization of the whole of Soviet society. By militarization we
are not thinking simply of uniforms and weapons; we are think-
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Emperar Justinian, in the Sixth Centu. o hear instruction
the Christian churches; just as the children of Protest:
families today irn Franeo's Spain are required in public schoc
to study the Roman Catholic catechism; and just as the Catho.
children in all the American colonies except Pennsylvania a
Maryland were long denied schools of their own faith and oblig
to hear Protestant instruction as the price of attending a
school at all.

Partiinogt’, or ideological partisanship, is proclaimed as ¢
virtue in the Soviet Union and demanded of teachers an
scholars. From the Communists’ dogmatic belief that they hay
the only key to truth it foliows logically that they should nc
allow what in their eyes is error to have the same opportunitie
#s what they consider to be truth. The whole of the Soviet pres
is naturally as partisan as the Communist leaders can make it.
But thiy does not mean that every editor of every publication
mmust Teceive orders every morning from Moscow about what tc
print. The uniformity of the Communist press can be bettex
explained by the simple fact that all the editors of all publica.
tichs are committed to the same “true faith.”

Nature of Freedom

The problem of analyzing freedom in the Soviet Union also
bevomes elearer if we resort to the analogy with religion. 1t is
a commonplace of Christian theological writing that man finds
tede freedom only jn submission to the will of God, In the same
way Soviet man is told that he can find true freedom oniy by
understanding the laws of nature as revealad through Marxism-
Leninismr and by shapini his life according to them. Since the
Communist Party by definition is the supreme authority on the
Marxist faith, the individual is expected to look to the Party
for guidance in all areas of life. ““Malicious enemive abroad SAY
of us Soviet writers thut we write according to the dictates of
the Party,” the eminest Soviet novelist Mikhail Sholokhov de-
clared at the second Congress of Soviet Writers in 1954, “Mat-
ters are somewhat different. Each one of us writes aecording
to the dictates of his own heart, and our hearts belong to the
Party and our people whom we gerve with our art.” Freedom
is to be found by handing over one's heart——and cne's conseience
—to the Party, which by definifion represents the rea! interests
of the people,

It is undoubtedly true that many Soviet citizens who accept
the official Marxist faith without reservation do feel free within
its parrow confines. The fact that we became rather well
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medi . Christendom, can mean only the existence of 1 3y,
and Communist heretics have customarily been subjected to per-
secution that ean be compared in ferccity only to that which
Christian heretics once suffered at the hands of their fellow
Christians.

Parenthetically, we should peint out that the resumption
of friendly relations between Russian and Yugoslav Communists
in the summer of 1955 marked a significant break in the tradi-
tional treatment of Communist heretics. Tito has been called
by foreign observers the first Protestant of the Communist faith,
but as the founder of the first national Communist movement
he might be more appropristely compared, not to a Luther or
a Calvin, but rather to Xing Henry VIII of England, the founder
of the first national Catholic church. Incidentally, it was inter-
esting to note as late as August, 1955, several weeks after the
Soviet Union and Yugoslavia reestablished relations, that the
Soviet libraries we visited still had Yugoslav books elassified
in their public catalogs under “Literature of the Capitalist
Countries.”

As long as the Russian Communists continue to make a
religion out of their Marxist doctrines, it would be as unrealistic
‘to expect them to allow genuinely free elections as it would have
been to expect free elections in the Sixteenth Century in the Spain
of the Inquisition, or in the religions dictatorship of John Calvin
in Geneva. Within the confines of any society based on the “one
true faith”"—whether it be a theocracy or an “atheocracy”-—elec-
tions can have little purpose except to determine how large a
part of the population has accepted the faith and to encourage
the remainder to turn from the error of their ways.

Effect on Education

This eomparison of Marxism-Leninism to a religion helps
to explain the frank bius that runs through virtually all Soviet
intellectual life. Just as the early Christian Church was respon-
sible for the spread of education throughout Europe as a means
of propagating the Christian faith, so the Soviet state devotes
great attention and energy to its educational system as & means
of bringing up the younger generation in the Communist faith.
Required courses in Marxism-Loninism and dialectical mate-
rizlism play virtually the same rele in Soviet schools as courses
in Christian doctrine and histery in the chureh-sponsored schools
of other countries. The children of Christian families today in
the Soviet Unjon are required to study Marxism in public school
despite their religious beliefs—just as pagans were reguired by
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we have found that it helps us to unde. .nd the system, nc
because we wish to imply any approval of the system. To b
sure, this Soviet religion vechemently rgjects and combats th
idea of Geod, but the very passion with which the followers ¢
Marxism-Leninism preach their aihelsm is in itself a mark c
their essentially *“religious,” rather than scientific, approach t
their doctrines.

The Soviet Communists believe their Marxist-Leninist doc
frines provide them with the one infullible key to the discover
of all truth. Lenin himself said that “Marx’s theory is the objec
tive truth. . . . Following the path of this theory, we wiil aj
proach the objective truth more arnd more closgely, . . . whil
if we follow any other path we cannot arrive at anything excer
confusion and falsehood.” ™

This attitude toward their “one truth faith" has led th
Soviet Communists to endow the works of Marx, Enpels, Leni
and Stalin with a sacrosanct character, similar to that of th
writings of the Church fathers in the Christian Middle Age
and to that of the Bible in much of Protestantism. There is
strong tendency among Soviet writers to argue deductively, i
the faith that a quotation from Lenin can carry the weight ¢
objective evidence. This tendency to argue from seriptural tex
—even though they be Marxist “scriptures”—is another familiz
trait to Christians who can remember how Biblical texts wer
quoted both for and against human slavery at the time of i}
American Civil War, for and against evolution in the 1920
The devil can quote scripture for his own purposes, and so ca
Christians and Communists.

Role of the Party

The Russian Communists’ belief in their Marxism-Leninia;
as the one true faith has led logically to the assumption by th
Communist Party of the role of guardians and authoritatis
interpreters of the faith. Since the leaders of the Communi.
Party are by definition thase who have penclrated most deep!
into the mysteries of Marxism-Leninism, ithey are therefor
considered to be best qualified to interpret Marxist-Lenini.
doctrine. The idea of allowing individual Party members an
significant freedom to interpret the faith for themselves woul
be as unthinkable to the Russizn Communists as similar fre
dom would have been for the Christian Church in the Midd
Ages. Differences of doctrine in the Communist world, as |

* V. L. Lenin, “Materialisrn and Empirio-Criticism” (1908) in Select
Works {New York: Intornational Publishers, 1943), XI, 208.
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risking  efeat. And we can find them all in the history o. fo

Soviel Unien. The grim logic of war, either war sgainst anolher
nation or war against ancther class, forced all those who are
involved in it — whether Russians or Americans, Chinese or
Englishmen, Germans or French — to shore in whatever crimes
against humanity the war may require as the price of possible
victory.

But the logic of class war has influenced far more than
Communist morality. Its influence can be seen in the structure
of the Communist Party, which in Lenin's hands became a highly
disciplined army of professional revolutionaries; in the essen-
tially military approach of both Lenin and Stalin to the political
problems they discussed in their speeches and writings:* and
above all in the centralized, hierarchical, authoritarian struc-
ture of Soviet society, Thus, in our efforts to observe and under-
stand Soviet society and the problems of the Soviet citizan in
living within it, we found the concept of war psycholegy to be
& helpful one. The standards of morality and conduct which the
West has been willing to adopt in pursuit of military victory in
war have in real measure been adopted as standards for Soviet
society as a whole, because it considers itself to be engaged in
a perpetual war:

The One True Faith

" The second generalization that has helped us in our effort
to understand the Soviet Union ig the now familiar analogy
between the Soviet system and a militant state religion. We
rezlize that some persons are inclined to reject this analogy
because they feel that the word religion necessarily implies some
degree of approval. We do not agree. There can be good religions
and bad religions, and a mixture of good and evil within a single
religion. We apply this analogy to the Soviet systerm becanse

* This is strikingly exemplified in the following passage from the
History of the Communist Party of the Soviet Urion, now officially attrib-
uted to Stalin: “There are times when a party or an army has to retreat
because it has suffered defeat. In such cases, the army or party retreats
to preserve jtself and its ranks for nmew battles. . . . But there are other
times, when in its advance & victorious party or army runs too far nhead,
without providing itself with an adequate base in the rear. This creates
& serious danger. Sc as not to lose connection with its base, an experienced
party or army generally finds it necessary in such eases to fall back a
little, to draw closer to and establish better contact with its base in order
to provide itself with all its needs, and then resume the offensive more con-
fidently and with guarantee of success, It was this kind of temporary
retreat that Lenin effected by the New Economic Poliey.” History of the

Communist Party of the Scviet Union (New York: International Publish-
ers, 1939), pp. 257-5R.
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The first generalization grows out 0. 1ab might be eallec
the fundimentul deetrine underlying the whole Marxist-Leninis
faith, the deetrine of the class struggie, or class war. Marxismy
taught the Russians revoliing against tsarist autocracy that the
basic factor in history was the inevitahle antagonism Letweer
economic classes, between the exploiters of human lasbor anc
the exploited, and that the next stage in the history of 2l] capital
ist countries was bound to be the overthrow of the capitalist
class by the exploited proletariat, the industrial workers. Saciety
could make true progress only along the road that would lead
to this revolution and beyond it to a classless utopia, in which
no man would exploit his fellows. Any effort to improve society
short of this necessary and inevitable revolution would not only
be futile and illusory, it might actually delay the real improve-
ment that only the revolution could bring.

The Ethics of Military Necessity

This belief in tlass war and revolution as the supreme facts
of history led the Communists to apply to relations between
classes an ethical standard that can best be understood by com-
paring it to the ethical standard that has generally been accepted
by almost everybody——even most Christians—in time of inter-
national war. When twa nations are engaged in war, the logic
of the struggle usuvally leads each side to believe that victory
must take precedence over everything else. It would be hard
to find an example in all history of a nation that faced a conflict
between its moral principles and military victory and deliberately
chose to remain true to its moral prineiples at the price of mili-
tary defeat,

Virtuzally everything in Communist conduct that shocks the
moral principles of non-Communists can thus be explained in
terms that are familiar and even acceptable to most non-Com-
munizgts when demanded by military necessity in time of inter-
national war. The list would include systematic spving, censor-
shin, nsansainations, mass killings, the faking snd killing of
hostages, imprisonment without trizl, the spreading of false
propaganda, the deception of the enemy (whether 3 class or
a nation) by any effective means, mass starvation, sabotage,
bribery and the use of provocateurs and informers. We need
to look back no further than World War 11 and the Korean War
to find examples of all these acts committed at one time or
another by both sides—not because either side wilfully preferred
to engage in such acts but because both sides were forced by
the logic of war to choose between engaging in these acts and

[
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lugrace. In the midst of this procedure, expe: i by the
Russian government travel agency Intourist, a ta.,, pearded,
distinguished-looking man approached us with what was to
become a familiar, warm greeting. He was Pastor Orlov,
sunerintending pastor of the Leningrad district of the Bap-
tist Church. He rather hesitatingly told us that a service
was just about to begin at seven o’clock at his church and
asked whether we would like o attend and bring greetings.

We Lol wrdhor penastnd 40 hova o5 Yeicurely cuonner at our
wE NIQ TOLNeYT expetitl 10 nave a lesurely supper at oul

hotel and prepare our minds and bodies for the next dzy’s
beginning of a one-month stay in the Soviet Union. But we
remembered that while we had a diversity of interest our
statement of the purpose of the visit had emphasized our
desire for fellowship with religious groups as far 2s the way
might open. And how could the way be more open? So after
just time to deposit our bags at the Astoria Hotel, we drove
off in the Intourist ZIS and ZIM cars to an inconspicuous
low building built in a ecourtyard with dwellings all about.
It will be impossible to recapture the full drama of what we
found. The service began at seven o’clock. It was now eight-
thirty. Every square inch of the room was packed. No notice
of our coming had been given. So, although the whole audi-
ence was singing, it was not difficult to see them say to them-
selves as we squeezed our way in, “What's happening?” I
shall never forget the effort on my part to suppress an out-
burst of emotion as we elbowed our way up the aisle. For
I had consented to give a greeting to these waiting souls,
obviously hungry for words of hope and coensolation. And
when the minister announced who we were, my task was
made no easier. For through that whole congregation, esti-
mated at 1,500 people, went a spontaneous audible wave of
welcome, accompanied by tears of joy from literally scores
of eyes. One was seeing a scene from an early Christian
church when miracles happened. Here was the Book of
Acts re-enacted in Leningrad in 1955.

All of us as we spoke had in our minds that we were
speaking to people who had stood 900 days of German siege
during the war; and that all of life represented a strugele.
For “not many mighty, not many rich” were there. Mostly
they were women, mature to elderly. One could imagine loss
of loved ones; and isolation, loneliness and struggle to make
a living, as characteristic. But here joy in the love of Christ
flowed over all their grief. The churck and its fellowship
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Committee had been active in caring for ¢ 7 who escaped fror
Germany under the Hitler regime. The president said that i
Quakers had done this it was a meritorious act but that the Jew

of Kiev did not want any help from outside. e added tha

western Jews had not offered any help, and in fact they appeare

to have forgotten the Jews of Kiev. He nearly broke down a

ke made this statement. After regaining his composure, he wen

on to tell the story of how half the Jews in Kiev had been mas

sacred by Hitler and how the other half had escaped only becaus

the Soviet government had sent in rescue trains to evacupate them.
There were 260,000 Jews in Kiev before the war, he said, and
litile more than half that number now.

The president stated that the Jews of Kiev had complete
freedom of religicus worship and that the synagogue had been
turned over completely to them by & magnanimous government,
Presumably it would have been more aceurate to say the govern-
ment had turned it back to them, since it had been built by Jews
long before. Asked whether they had a training school for
rabbis, he answered that the government had recognized the
need they would have for new leaders as their trained rabbis
passed away, and had taken the initiative in proposing that
they establish a training center for rabbis. In answer to our
question whether Jews were free to go to Palestine, he said that
there were no obstacies whatever. This statement did not square
with our understanding of current relations between Russia and
Israel.

Obvicusly the synagogue committee had been nonplussed
by this sudden appearance of foreign Christians professing an
interest in the situation of the Jews in Kiev. As we left the room
after our inferview, one of the Jews turned to the Russian-
speaking member of our group and asked, “Did I understand
you to say that you really aren’'t Jews at all?”

Qur contact later with the chief rabbi in Moscow was re-
assuring. He had heard of Quakers and had a betier under-
standing of our mission. He too, however, was categorical about
the religious tolerance granted to Jews,

Baptist Confacis Numergus
The account of our numercus contacts with the Russian
Baptists-can well start with the story of our first meeting with
them as recorded by one member of the group in his diary.
We landed in Leningrad on an early evening plane, six
American Quakers. There were the usual formalities, with
unusual dispatch; a form to fill out but no examination of
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aerally considered to lie in the protest it represe....d against
se domination of the Orthodox Church by the state.
We were told that there were now approximately 20,000,000
Old Believers throughout the Soviet Union. They are in turn
divided into two main branches, the priestly and the priestless.
The priest we visited did not attempt to speak for the other
brarch, but was not aware ¢f any major distinctions except that
someone elected by the congregation officiated at the services.
The Old Believers have no regularly organized training institu-
tion for priests. Instead, they have the informal practice of
selecting a promising young man and allowing him to undergo
a kind of apprenticeship under an clder priest. The priest we
visited in Kiev had one such young man training under him.

Jewe in Kiev

Our first visit to a Jewish synagogue, also in Kiev, was one
of the most perplexing of the religious contacts we made. Our
request for an interview doubtless seemed rather abrupt. The
first contact was in the early afternoon and the visit was Iater
that same afternoon. It was obvious that this conference would
present some difficulties, since we were told that the rabbi was
85 years old and very fecble, that he spoke no English and little
Russian. His native language was Yiddish.

When the group arrived at the synagogue it was evident
thut some feverish discussion had taken place in the interval.
We were greeted by the lay president of the synagogue znd the
entire board, or goverping committee. The rabbi, a tall, white-
bearded man, was at the ark and turned to greet us with solemn
dignity. A number of elderly or middle-aged men were present,
most of them engaged in individual religious exercises. Some
were praying and bowing incessantly toward the ark. Others
weére reading scrolls of the Hebrew Torah.

The president of the synagogzue directed us and his ewn
group to an upstairs room for a formal interview., The rabbi
sat quietly throughout. The president of the synagogue, with
his board seated in a row behind him, was the only one to speak
on their side. The official nature of the meeting, from their view-
point, was emphasized by the fact that one of the men who had
been reading the Torah downstairs started to enter the room
and was immediately asked to leave.

Clarence Pickett explained who we were and the nature
of our interest in religious groups in Russia. He referred to
the American Jews who are interested in the work of the
‘American Friends Service Committee and to the fact that the
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greeting the Quaker group had broug ‘them from Americ
The joyful welcome rising from the congregation was as spo
faneous as from any of the other religious groups we visite
It wag something a little different from the hospitality to indi
duals, since we had not spoken and were only so many figur
in Western clothes. It was more as if the Metropolitan w]
had just changed the host into the body of Christ had perform
another miracle through the power of the Lord. Americans we
said to be a warlike people from a great distance who threaten
their families and their homes. Yet their church had produc
before their very eyes a group of six Americans who spoke

Christian love and their hope for enduring peace. The Orthod
have a different way of seeing the miracles of faith, but i
American might view the quality of that faith with sor
humility. These people have suffered for their beliefs and st

iorinnie LRt

manintain thais wal nrantinas undan grnma diffis
Sdiailidlll wicil FEUZLUUS pratuiled WHAGeD J0INC Quillludy.

Their faith has a strong mystical strain; its impact is o
of inspiration and ecomfort and its foeus is on the promise
Eternal Life. The Orthodox Church has never stressed a soc!
gospel and appears to be relativaly unconcerned about the &
possibility of developing one under present conditions in t
Soviet Union. For this reason, we felt the QOrthodox Chur
fitted rather easily into the restricted frame within which .
religious activity in Russia must be carried on. Certainly t
priests at Zagorsk seemed to find nothing incongruous about t
large portrait of the Patriarch in their refectory being flank
on either side by equally large portraits of Lenin and Stal
The Church leaders have made peace with the state, and ge
prepared to carry on a spiritua]l ministry to the soul of m
while leaving all things temporal to the care of secular autho
ties. :

Old Believers Visited

We did not have a chance to worship with the Old Believe
who split off from the state church in the Seventeenth Centur
but three of us visited one of their church buildings in Kiev a
were entertained at dinner in the house of the priest and |
wife. Neither the chureh nor the robes of the priest were
ornate as those we saw in the Orthodox churches. Discussic
with the priest did not disclose any important doctrinal diff
ences. The split with the Orthodox Church toock the outwa
form of disagreement over a reform in the liturgy, involvi
such details as whether to use two fingers or three in maki
the sign of the cross; but the real significance of the schism
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" non-Christian., The various religious groups in 1e cases
_ their own buildings and in other cases rent thep [ a very
modest annual payment from the government. Al religious
groups now support themselves entirely frem the eontributions
of their members. Governmentzl regulations provide that a
minimum of 20 members of any religious group may establish
itself as a congregation upon registering with the loca! govern-
mental authorities,

Our own very different religious background made it some-
what difficuit for us to enter fuliy inio the spirit of worship in
the Orthodox Church. The interior of the building itself is usually
a little overwhelming. Almost every foot of space on the walls
js decorated with pictures of saints. The west wall is invariably
covered with a gigantic mural representing the Last Judgment,
Much of this painting is notable for its antiguity and state of
preservation, whatever our reactions to its artistic style. St
Viadimir Cathedral, which we visited in Kiev, and the churches
mentioned above that have become public museums are certainly
among the most beautiful churches in the world.

Medieval Splendor

The Orthodox service itself takes the beholder back to the
Middle Ages. Because of the relative scarcity of churches, those
that are in use are almost always erowded full. There is no
seating; everyone stands for a service that is usvally more than
two hours long. Numerous priests in resplendent and elaborate
robes lead in the ritual. Some members of the congregation bow
down and teuch their heads to the floor, while others move about
the room kizsing the ikons on the wall. The sense of deep devo-
tion of the Orthodox worshipper is profound. The miracie of the
mass is for him an immediate and vivid reality. Cne of us was
urged to buy a picture of the image of St. Nicholas the Wonder-
Worker with the most evidently sincere statement that “he can
do anything for you.” As one tries to enter into the spirit of this
service, it is a moving experience. We attended one of the largest
churches in Mescow on All Saints Day. The Metropalitan was
officiating, assisted by a number of clergy, including an impres-
sive deacon with a powerful bass voice who led the 5,000 wor-
shippers in congregational singing. Special pravers were being
said for a blind woeman and an expectant mother, who were
admitted to the space before the iconostasis.

When the mass was ended, the Metropolitan stepped for-
ward and made a statement about the visiting delegation (our-
selves), about the peace testimony of Friends and about the
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no evidence that church attenders are su B to any kind of
crimination or harassment, at least as far as rank and file So
citizens are concerned. Doubtless church membership and P.
membership wouléd be mutually exclusive, and probably chi
membership would be counted against any one seeking an
portant post that required Party approval. We would concl
therefore, that discrimination against church attenders
exist, but only at relatively high levels, For the great majo
an interest in religion seems to offer no serious handicap.

Training for Priests

By far the largest religious communion in the Soviet U
remains the Orthodox Church. Metropolitan Nikolai of Mos
told us there were about 50,000,000 members of the Orthe
Church in the Soviet Union today. (The population of the So

-Union i3 about 200,000,000.) The Church now has nine s

naries in which about 2,000 young men are in training for
priesthood, and two ecclesiastical academies for more adva:
theological studies, When we visited one of these center
Zagorsk, near Moscow, we were told that about 60 monaste
and convents are now open, including 3 convents in Kiev
2 total of 1,000 nuns. Some 230 young men are in trainin
Zagorsk for the priesthood. They are recommended for
training by local priests, and candidates are accepted b
special committee after they have submitfed to a written ex:
nation. Their entire expenses are cared for by the Church it
During the years of more active oppesition to religio
great many churches were destroyed or seized and put to o
uses. For example, in the town of Penza there were 23 chur
before the Revolution; today there are 3. Moscow, with
7,000,000 population, has only 53 Orthodox.Churches and a h
ful of others representing other faiths. Many Orthodex Chur
of historic and artistic value, however, such as the Cathe
of Saint Sophia in Kiev, the churches in the Kremlin in Mos
and the Church of Basil the Blessed on Red Square, have |
turned into public museums and are preserved with great

Relations With State

Relations between the Orthodox Church and the governr
are regulated by a government-appointed Council on Orth
Church Affairs, which was established in 1943 at the tim
the agreement with the state. A similar agency, the Counc
the Affairs of the Religicus Cults, takes care of the relat
between the state and all the other religious groups, Chri:
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were truly th- -anter of their lives. =} again the goodnes:
of God was We had come from .-tountry about whict
all too often tney had heard hostile rumors, and in whosi
military bases encircling them America boasted that she saw
her security. But no warmer or more meaningful welcom:
could posaibly have been given.

We found this was repeated wherever we met with Baptis
congregations in the Soviet Union. Sometimes, as at Penza
Tashkent and Alma Ata, the service was followed by two
Tour-hour talks with the Church Councils, discussing the belief:
of Friends, the status of religion in the Soviet Union and theolog
ical questions.

At the present time the Baptist Church is by far the larges
Protestant denomination in the Soviet Union. This preeminenc
was assured by the 1944 merger of the Baptists and the Evan

-gelieal Christians into a single body that is officially titled th

Union of Evangelical Christian Baptists, The Union has sine
been expanded to include the Russian Pentecostals, and th
present tendency appears to be for inereasing numbers o
izolated Protestant groups to affiliate with the Union. This i
true, for example, of the Mennonites, who have been widel;
scattered from their original base in the Ukraine, and are noy

joining the Baptist Union in increasing numbers. The Unio:
is governed by an All-Union Couneil composed of 12 members
and 50 supervisory pastors or “presbyters” represent the Counc!
in the various parts of the Soviet Union. Some indication of th
vigor in the Baptist movement can be gathered from the fac
that while it nurshered only 800,000 members in 1947, its presen
membership exceeds 500,000.

This is, of course, small as denominations go, even whe
attenders who are not actual members are added in to bring th
total reached by the Baptist message to about 3,000,000. Th
church is still strongest in the Ukraine, the chief place of it
origin, but there are Baptists throughout the Soviet Union i
large cities and in villages, from Leningrad to Odessa, and fror
Moscow to Novosibirsk. In most cities where we worshippet
men and women of all ages participated and the church was
good cross section of the whole community. It includes som
members of the intellectual ¢classes, although the great majorit
of worshippers appeared to be workers and pesasants.

The form of worship is like evangelistic Protestantism elsi
where, centering in singing, Bible reading, sermons and praye
The ¢hoir is composed of both mern and women and is often unde
excellent musical direction. Congregational prayer ig an inte:

76




¢ "ag feature, one member picking up when another leaves off.

service was flexible enoug™ - =0 that it seemed to 3 natu-
rally when our group was alic to speak. The serm. .always
contained a clear and genuine emphasis on the fatherhood and
love of God and the brotherhood of all men. Baptism i3 an essen-
tial symbo!, but it is not a magic rite which is expected to trans-
form the soul. Applicanis are kept waiting for baptism for
months until they have demonstrated that their attitude and
behavior make them scceptable members.

In addition to an official pastor and a paid essistant, &
Baptist church can have a number of unpaid preachers. There
are often two sermons at a service. At Penta one of the sermons
was preached by a man who was also a member of the choir and
worked as &n accountant in a machinery plant. Church govern-
ment is still basically congregations), but there is a supervising
pastor in each distriet. The All-Union Council in Moscow main-
tains communication throughout the movement by such means
a8 the quarterly church magazine Brofski Vesinik (The Broth-
erly Messenger), and the tours and reports of the varjous dis-
trict superintendents.

Possible Leaven

With the Baptists we felt a unity of the Spirit, a hang of
fellowship, a testimony to the power of a loving faith. True,
they have entered into an understanding with the state that
neither church nor stste will .interfere in the domain of the
other. This might well seem to concede too much. It does prevent
protest to the state, or any possibility of speaking out in Chris-
tian terms on problems of politics, economics or the social order.
It prevents the church from conducting ehurch schools or even
Sunday school classes, for education is the function of the state.
As a result, the church runs the risk which Christians faced in
the Second Century of putting a “pinch of incense before the
image of the emperor.” But there iz great depth and vitality
in the Christian experience of these devout believers, and West-
ern Christians will do well to visit them “in the love of the
Gospel” and to pray that they may find the way to truth. Though
they are a relatively small group, reaching only zbout one and
a half per cent of the population, we found them a source of
inspiration, particularly in the emphasis that is repeatedly given
in their preaching to Christ's love for man and man’s respon-
sibility to follow Him. Here is surely being developed a capacity
for moral judgment that may well be felt in time 28 a leavening
influence in the rigid pattern of Soviet society.
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The new to' -nce that has been s.p toward rel
the Soviet gove ant does not imply a8y change in t
munist Party's position that Marxism-Leninism and
are completely irreconcilable. It suggests only a chang
ties away from persecution and blatant anti-religiou:
ganda toward persuasion. These new tactics, centere
Soviet education system, seek to wean people from rel
convincing them that it is unnecessary and unscientific a
fore mere superstition. A recent article on “Religious §
and Ways of Overcoming Them” by F. N. Oleshchuk,
specialist on atheism, clarifies this present Communis

Throughout the years of revolution there h
about a new Soviet man, in the main an active, ¢
builder of communism, a convinced materialist, an
The number of believers in our country has sha

- creased, and the believer himself has changed. . . . ]
now participate in the construction of communisn
their minds there is always going on & struggle o
with the new, of religion with science. . . . A con
number of citizens of the Soviet Union taking activ
the life of the couniry and honorably fulfilling th
duty to their homeland are still under the influence
ous religious conceptions. Toward these helievers,
Party Central Committee decree [“On Errors in Co
Scientific-Atheist Propaganda Among the Public”],
be thoughtful and considerate. It is absurd and h:
cast political doubt on these citizens because of t.
gious convicticls- Thoroughgoing, patient and
organized scientific-atheist propaganda will help
the long run to free themselves from their religi
victions.* '

This interesting and revealing article makes ac
that bear out the impressions we got during our vis
Soviet Union: *“Religions survivals have not been c
excluded even among the intelligentsia, while some Pa;
‘bers and Young Communist League members are some
free from them. Of late a certain revival of religious se
has been noticeable.” The a2uthor goes on to note:

r

. . .scientific-atheist propaganda becomes all the n
plex because in the years of Soviet rule the clergy k

* Voprosy flosofii, No. 6 (1954), tranalated in Current Dif
Sovist Press, V11, Ko. 10 {April 20, 1955), 4.
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the rising moral-politica’ ~ -el of Soviet people _Jipch
of religious teaching which clearly absurd and €voked
lpughter and smiles has been eliminated or-at least cast into
oblivion. On the contrary, there is every effort to make out
that religion does not contradict science and the latest dis-
coveries of natural seience, that religion is allegedly a special
sphere of cognition, & cornerstone of morality.

The unregulated state of certain aspects of Soviet life also
makes it difficult to overcome religious survivals, according to
Oleshchuk.

We know, for example, that many clubs or cottage reading
rooms are frequently uncomfortable, dirty and coid. There
is no enticement to go there, no prospect of relaxation. At
the same time, churches and other houses of worship are

a¥on mne? —maea: =3 P bl F o momnd alale Dus
CledN dld Warin and Oucer LR SIDEINE Ul & EOoUd Cuuir. Dy
organizing choir-singing circles the clergy succeed in many
places in winning over young people and fettering them with

the chains of religion.

Even though the Communists are as militantly atheistic as
ever, this more moderate policy toward religious groups is a
welcome sign.

In conclusion, we found religion laboring under many diffi-
culties in the Soviet Union, although in a far better position
than was the ease prior to 1943. 'A real measure of freedom
exists in terms of worship and evangelism and church organ-
ization, but this freedom has been obtained at the cost of com-
promises that must trouble the sensitive conscience. No one
outside the Soviet Union, however, is in any position to pass
judgment on the concessions made by any Russian church, and
certainly it is not possible to visit among Christians and Jews
in the Soviet Union without sensing the depth and vitality of
the faith that sustains them. Speaking for ourselves, we see the
Russian church as a living force, capable of great good and
offering some promise of influencing the future development of
Soviet society. In any event, we found it in anything but the
moribund state in which most Westerners assume it to be.

£ odernize religion itself, adapting it to new conﬁné

B - s e L —— e




Wt et v

AP

.

-

#

0
_ IX
The Man They Left Behind

William Edgerton’s Account of His Second Month in )

As soon as we received 80-day visas from the Sovi
ernment for our Quaker visit, I wrote a letter to the Al
Society for Culiurai Relations with Forelgn Countries (g«
known by its Russian abbreviation as VOKS). I expr
desire to stay in the Soviet Union for a second month
research in Soviet libraries and archives on the Nins
Century Russian writer Nikolai Leskov, about whom
preparing 4 book. I enclosed & detailed list of published m
I had been unable to obtain in the United States or Y
Europe and of unpublished Leskov documents that 1 b
exist in Soviet archives. I also listed the names of a
of Russian literary scholars who are well known for il
search on Leskov and whom I hoped to meet. I reques
help of VOKS in making arrangements to meet these &
and to use the materials 1 Iisted.

Literary Contacls

Soon after we arrived in Moscow I had a very cordi
view with represefftatives of VOXS, and they immedia
to work making the contacts for me that I had requested.
the next few days I met several Russian literary schol
an interview with the Assistant Director of the Lenin ]
obtained a reader’s card for that library and accepted ar
tion from VOKS to give a talk later on at the Gorki I
of World Literature before a group of literary schol
teachers. Meanwhile, Intourist officials gave us informa
ances that there would be no difficulty in having my visa e
for & second month to take care of the research I wante

Near the end of our 30-day tour I submitted my 1
ta the Scoviet authorities through Intourist for the visa ex
On the afternoon of that same day I was informed 1
request had been denied. Greatly disturbed, I imm
appealed to VOKS, pointing out that unless I obtaine
extension I could not even give the falk they had requ
Russian studies in the United States. The VOKS rep
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tiv  .eemed likewise disturbed_and promised to hel any
way they could. Even their ¢’ 3 proved fruitless, h. ..ever;
and 48 hours before the rest o. ..e Quaker group were sched-
uled to lesve the Soviet Union I found myself facing the collapse
of s} my plans for literary research in Soviet libraries and
archives. There was no one left to appeal to except the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs itself. By a fortunate coincidence an inter-
view had already been scheduled for us with Andrei Gromyko.
The next day, during Mr. Gromyko’s very cordial interview with
Clarence Pickett, Stephen Cary and me, we brought up the
subject of my proposed research on Leskov and the difficulty
1 had experienced in trying to get my visa extended. After
listening sympathetically to my account of the research I had
already done on the writer, Mr. Gromyko spoke of Leskov's
profound knowledge of the Russian people and mentioned in
particular his famous comie story “The Tale of the Cross-Eyed,
Left-Handed Smith from Tula and the Steel Flea.” We exchanged
comments on Leskov's humorous use of language in the story,
and Mr. Gromyko agreed to look into the matter of a visa exten-
sion for me.

Gromyko Works Fast

When we left the Ministry of Foreign Affairs I went straight
to the Polish Embassy to get a transit visa permitting me to fiy
across Poland with the rest of the Quaker group when they left
Russia the next morning. But I had not yet finished filling out
the application blank when the telephone rang and the Polish
efficial who answered it told me there was no need to complete
the visa applications: my Soviet visa had just been extended
for another month within half an hour after we had left the
Mipistry of Foreign Affairs.

With this visa extension from on high, my status changed
almost overnight; and as I made one request after another dur-
ing my second month—to use libraries, to see unpublished docu-
ments, to visit scholars—the way was almost miraculously open.
On receiving a reader’s card from the famous Lenin Library
in Moscow I was assigned to the Schelarly Reading Room No. 1,
which I heard Russians refer to as the “professors reading
room.” Sitting in this quiet place, with its walls lined with the
works of Lenin and Stalin, the pre-revolutionary Brockhaus-
Efron Russian encyclopedia, the first and second editions of the

. Large Soviet Eneyclopedia, the Literary Encyclopedia, the

mimeographed bi-monthly list of new foreign accessions to.the
Lenin Library and various other reference works, I submitted
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call glips for all the published material by 3‘)0% Leskos
I had been unable to find in the Slavic collectiona of the U
States and Western Europe. Except for the year 18%3 o
Russian newspdper every one of the rare items I requested t
out to be in the Lenin Library. (As has been noted alread
complete catalogs of Soviet libraries are accessible on
special permission, while the public catalogs are limited as
told officially to “recommended” books. The public catal
the Lenin Library was go limited that it was useless for my
poses; but here, as in all the other Soviet libraries I used,
veriably found the librarian most helpful, cordial and effic

Within a few days 1 had completed my work with pub
materials and was busy studying the precious unpub
Leskov manuscripts and letters that are preserved in the
Library, the State Literary Museum the Cantral Stata 1.t
Archives and the archives of the Academy of Sciences.
the end of the month I went to Leningrad for work i
archives of Pushkin House and the great Saltykov-Shel
Public Library. Personzl contaects with Russian literary sel
rapidly multiplied, and the unvarying cordiality I found in
all impressed me as evidence, not that their friendliness
product of the new Geneva atmosphere, but rather the
Geneva atmosphere had made them feel free to express
reat desire for normal contacts with scholars of other cou:

Speech to Scholars

The interest shown in my talk on Russian studies !
Tnited States was a further indication of this attitude. Th
was arranged a3 an invitation affair, but as advance word
it got around among Russian literary scholars in Moscow

~ told that VOKS began receiving more and more inguirie

requests for invitations. When the time for the talk ar
I found that the room in which it was to be given at the In:
of World Literature was Hterally packed to the doors. 1
for an hour in Russian from rather full notes. After begi
with a general description of American education, in w!
called attention to the fact that it is a decentralized syst
whick both public and private institutions cooperate and
pete, I went on to point out that Russian studies in the 1
States, though flourishing vigorously, are still relatively
and that the study of French, German and Spanish in Am
schools and colleges stili greatly exceeds the study of R:
With this said by way of providing perspective I went
describe the phenomenal growth of Russian atudies in Am
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'ersities since World Wr 7. My hour-long talk w Howed
by a lively question peric  .at continued for ano three-
quarters of an hour.

Pravda, the leading newspaper in the Soviet Union, carried
pext morning a brief account of my talk. This twe-inch item in
Pravda served throughout the rest of my visit &8s & kind of
general introduction to everybody in the Soviet Union, and
provided striking evidence of the thoroughness with which
Soviet citizens read the four-page daily newspaper that they
know to be the most authoritative mouthpiece of the Party that
rules the country. More than once after that, in conversation
with total strangers [ met casually on the street or in a train,
my identification of myself as an American professor of Russian
literature would bring the response: “Oh ves, you're working
on Leskov, gren’t you?" QOne good-natured Russian scholar who
went to a great deal of trouble to heip me in my search for a
particularly elusive bit of information about Leskov called me
up one evening shortly after my lecture to pass on the latest
clue he had found. After giving me the name and address of the
scholarly institution where he thought I might be able to find
the information I was seeking, he added: *“And taske that
Pravda article along with you—it’ll be & help!™

The two inches in Pravda soon led 10 requesis for interviews
in the Soviet newspaper Liferary Gazctte and the weekly news
magazine New Times. Knowing the great differences between
the monopoly press of the Soviet Union and the decentralized,
privately controlled newspapers with which I was familiar in
the United States, ] must confess that my first impulse was one
of hesitation. After some reflection about the reasons the
Quaker group had undertaken to visit the Soviet Union in the
first place, however, I concluded that the invitation to speak to
the Russian people through their own press offered an oppor-
tunity and a challenge. It was an oppertunity to share my con-
cern for genuine peace and justice with thousands of Soviet
citizens instead of the small handful with whom I had talked
in person, and it was a challenge to try to observe the same
standards of frankness as well as good-will in addressing the
people of the Soviet Union that I wanted to observe at home
in reporting on our trip to the people of the United States.

Newspaper Article Askhed

The Literary Gazette had asked me to make & statement
about my attitude toward the Geneva Conference, which was
then sbout to begin. I wrote the following article, under the
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- heading “For Cor ice and Mutual k)ratanding,"

was published in the Literary Gazette for July 23, alon
gtatements by 'three other foreigners then in Moscow:

D AN
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I am certain that my deep desire for the success
Geneva Conference is shared by Americans in gene
over our country, from my colleagues in scholarly
the farmers and textile workera of my native state of
Carolina, and from the steel workers, coal miners an
nessmen of Pennsylvania, the state in which [ no
to the capitalists of Wall Street (some of whom, as
sonally know, have long worked actively for better
understanding between the United States and the
Union).

The discovery of the secret of atomic energy o
turning-point in world hiatory. The possible effects
discovery for good or evil are so great that I be
obliges us to re-examine all our most firmly held conv
Beside the great, awe-inspiring fact of man’s con
atomic energy I believe everything else becomes sec
—~the theories of capitalism in which our America
nesstmen believe and the theories of the class strug;
revolution that form an important part of Marxism
ism. The most vital problem confronting mankind t
the problem of discovering non-violent ways to res
human confiicts. As President Eisenhower has ex
it, “There is no alternative to peace.”

1 belieye we must not allow ourselves to expect n
from this short conference at Geneva. The differen
tween the Soviet Union and the United States in histi
euftural heritage, in philosophy of government and i
ical and economic structure, are so great that it w
difficult for us to understand each other even if the
ter years of mutual distrust had never existed. Whai
for, however, is that the Geneva Conference will
in creating an atmosphere that will ensble us, with g
confidence in each other, to work together on the
finding just and peacefu!l solutions for the probler
divide us.

Even though I speak your language and hav
many years in studying Russian literature and
there are many things that still puzzle me about you
try. Tt is only matural that those of my fellow An
who are not specialists in Russian affairs should |




i more puzzled. But £ nfailing personal }, ™jess and
friendliness shown to . here by Soviet citiz..g# even by
those whose understanding of my country seeméd distorted,
gives me confidence that we can overcome the barriers of
misunderstanding that separate us if only we have more
opportunities to know each other as individual human
beings.

I hope the Geneva Conference will prepare the way for
a far greater cultural interchange between the peoples of
our two countries. I hope that the present exchange of
agricultural delegations will be followed by the exchange of
many more delegations of all kinds. I hope that many of
my colleagues in Russian studies will have the sort of oppor-
tunity I am now enjoying to do research in your libraries
and archives and to get acquainted with your scholars. 1
likewise hope that your specielists in American studies will
have similar opportunities to get acquainted with their
American colleagues and work in our American libraries
and archives.

Last month when I saw your magnificent productions
of Boris Godunov and Prince Igor at the Bolshoi Theater
I found myself hoping that the day would soon come when
our cultural exchanges could include a visit of your Bolshoi
opera and ballet companies to the United States. I likewise
found myself thinking of the Americar works that I should
like the Soviet people to have an opportunity to see, such
as George Gershwin's great opera on American Negro life
Porgy and Bess, which recently made a very successful tour
through Western Europe. I remember my pleasure at seeing
your movie of Gogol's Revisor last year in New York. I
have been glad to see that our American Walt Disney’s
famous film Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs* (which

) he made in both and English and a French-language ver-

X : sion) is being widely shown in the Soviet Union, and I think

! it would be a great contribution to mutual understanding

: if the Soviet people could see some of his other major films,

especially his new and truly exciting documentary nature

films. Other films likewise come to my mind, such as Judy

. Holliday's socially significant comedy Born Yesterday and

! Marlon Brando's great new film On the Waterfront,

. * The French-language versivn of this film, without Walt Disney’s
vl name and with the identification “A Foreign Film,” was being widely

shown in the Soviet Union while we were there. The Soviet citizens with
whom we talked were not aware that it wxs sn American film.
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There i end to the pouibiu.e)s for better u
standing betwcen the peoples of the world through
cultural exchanges as these that can be opened up
successful conference at Geneva. But even if the G
Conference shauld fail completely (which I strongly de
the tusk of men of good-will al! over the world woull r¢
unchanged. We should simply have to redouble our e
in all areas, including that of cultural interchange, to
the atmosphere of mutual trust and understanding tha
eventually make it possible to solve our problems.

The Literary Gazette published this statement in a fu
faithful Russian translation. The only place in the entire s
where the translator apparently winced & little was in my |
ence to personal knowledge of peace-loving Wall Street ca
ists, The word “capitslists” appeared in the Russian tr
tion g3 biznesmeny—our English word “businessmen” di
up in Russian apelling!

Magazine Statement Prinled

The editors of the Soviet newsmagazine New Times, -
it published in ten languages, requested an interview abo
development of cultural ties between the Soviet Union ar
Unpited States. Here, too, I wrote out my statement in ad:
and I asked the editors to let me check their Russian trans
of it before the various editions of New Times went to
They readily agreed, and a few days later a friendly young

representative called at my hotel room with the Russian

We compared it sentence by sentence with the original, |
proved on the whole to be a very competent, faithful trans
Then the young man told me that the editors were worried
the undue length of the statement and requested my perm
to shorten it by omitting one passage where they felt th
tinuity would not be harmed. When he showed me the pa
I told him I would be very sorry to omit the idea it expr
He told me that he too liked it personally, and even thou
was rather poetic; but he pointed out that New Times
mass publication and that simple people, such as Sil
peasants, might not understand my point. We discusse
mattér long and vigorously, but at last I reluctanily agree
the sake of the Siberian peasants, to let him cut the passag
The article was duly published in No. 31 of New Time
when I arrived home in the United States I found copies ¢
issue in half & dozen languages awaiting me. When I com
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. 4he published version wi  y own text, however  kas greatly
disturbed to discover that «n additiona]l omission had been made.
Since Lboth omissions happened to occur in the aame paragraph,
which I considered to be the most important part of the article,

- 1 shal! quote that paragraph here with both of the omitted

T e pastages enclosed in brackets, The fiest one, marked with one

asterisk, is the passage omitted without my previous knowledge

or consent; the second is the one that I reluctantly agreed to
let the editors leave out.

1 personaliy believe that we acholars, as well as journalists,
writers and evervone else who deals with the communica-
tions of ideas, have a special responsibility in this matter
of working for better relations between our fwo countries.
I believe our highest duty is to find and communicate the
truth as honestly as we can. [I do not believe there is such
a thing as Marxist truth or ecapitalist truth, American truth
i ’ or Russian truth; I believe there is only truth, and none
i of us has yet grasped it entirely.]* If a Marxist scholar
finds some aspect of truth ithat I as a non-Marxist and a
Christian have failed to find, 1 will honor him &nd feel in-
debted to him for it; and I trust that his attitude toward
-the work of us non-Marxists will be the same. [I remember
the words of the Seventeenth-Century English poet to his
beloved as he left for the war: “I could not love thee, dear,
so much, loved [ not honor more.” With a slight variation
in these lines I believe we can apply them to scholars, jonr-
nalists and writers in general: “We could not love our
country so much if we did not love truth even more than
cur country.” To me that represents the highest form of
patriotism.} If all of us take that attitude toward our search
for truth, then we can feel confident that our work is help-
ing to draw our various nations closer together and is help-
ing to lay the foundation for a true and lasting peace.

After discovering the new omission in the paragraph above,
I wrote to the editor-in-chief of New Times and called it to his
attention. Explaining that I realized such omissions could occur
accidentally, T told him that T was spending a great deal of time
lecturing all over the United States about my visit to the Soviet
Union, and I had found it quite impossible to persuade my zudi-

osnroe thaot tha amicsinn wrao nanidavmént w13 ¥ _ Y NI
SORLES R i OHSSIVG WaS ALGWENA 0T CoUld 1 Mmysell feel

sure it was accidental—unless he found it possible to publish 2
correction.
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In reply I re :d the following te. .am from Moscow:
RECEIVED YOUR LETTER STOP YQUR REQUFEST
WILL BE FULFILLED IN NEXT ISSUE NEW TIMES
T . COMMA COPY OF WHICH YOU WILL RECEIVE.
T LEONTYEV NEW TIMES

BRL R 2

-ty i

‘ Shortly afterward I received copies by air mail of the English
1 : and Russian versions of New Times for November 10, 1955

E {No. 46). Prominently displayed in the table of contents was
| u the heading, “Editorial Letter Box: Note on the Interview With
: Professor Edgerton.” On page 31 appeared the following an-
nouncement:

In its issue of July 28, 1955 (No. 31) New Times carried
an interview with Professor Willlam B. Edgerton of Penn-
sylvania State University, then on a visit to the Soviet
Union. On November 2, we received a letter from him say-
ing that on his return to America he discovered an omis-
sion in the interview “which greatly disturbs” him. Refer-
ence is to several sentences which were deleted in the proc.
ess of reducing the interview to normal length.

PO R L

Professor Edgerton evidently attaches much importance
to the omitted sentences, and we therefore readily comply
with his request to publish them. These are the sentences
in question:

L e e m‘-“.u-‘_""--‘q‘-ﬁ.-ﬂu\-m-—. .

Then followed a full quetation not only of my crucial sentencs
: -about the universal nature of truth—but also of the poetic pas
< sage that was too hard for the Siberian peasants!

Poland Revisited

By the end of these two eventful months in the Soviet Unior
1 felt a necd te gain a belter perspective on my Russian experi
ences by visiting strongly eontrasting aress of Europe.

After some effort T succeeded in getting a five-day visa fo
Poland, where I had worked for five months in 1946 as a membe
of the Anglo-American Quaker Relief Mission; and I spent th
five days revisiting Warsaw and Cracow. 1 was impressed o
arriving in Warsaw from the East, just as I had been impresse:
in 1946 upon arriving there from the West, by the remarkabl
Westernness of Poland’s whole culture and outlook, despite he
geographical pesition in Eastern Europe. Five days is of cours
far too short a time to penetrate very far below the surface o
life in any country, even though one speaks its language; an

i . an
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&t there are ceriain thing at stand out rather xly in my
mind as I look back now u, .the experiences that weére packed
into thuse five days in Poland. One is thut the Toles have not
lost their spirit of independence, despite the fact that I found
= less individual freedom in Poland last summer than I had found
el fn 1546. Another is that the Poles are now overworked, very
tired and very poor. To be sure, that could also have been said
in 1946. The difference is that now it is ten years later, and in
1946 the future appeared less certain and therefore more hopeful.

It is toc soon as yet to foresee what consequences the de-
struction of the Stalin cult may hold for Poland and the other
countries of Eastern Europe. If it means greater national inde-
pendence, greater personal liberty, greater freedom of religion
and conscience and greater protection for the individual against
arbitrary actions by those in positions of power, then I feel con-

21 d dl_od dha Traloe =oill scalanmes dhisc abaeos
NUAENnL LUIdL LT SOIE3 Wil WOILUIE Wiy Lhialigc.

Spain Persecules Prolestants

After my stay in Poland I journeyed across Germany and
France to the frontier of France's Spain, traveled by train to
Madrid and spent two days in the Spanish eapital before taking
a trans-Atlantic plane back io the IInited States. My special
purpose in visiting the country that is ruled by Franco and his
Falange was to compare the situation of the Protestants jn
Bpain with the sitpation of all Christians in Russia. [ visited
two Protestant churches {peither of which was allowed to carry
any cutward sign 0 indicate that it was a place of worship),
and I talked with & number of Spanish Protestants. When §
explained to one of them that I had just spent two months in
the Soviet L'nion and had come to Spain to make comparisons,
ke said, “I doubt whether you could find any other country in
Europe that is so similar.” .

Since our Quaker group had had many contacts with Bap-
tists in the Soviet Union, I was naturally interested in learning
about the Baptists in Spain. I found out that .one of the two
Baptist churches in Madrid had been ¢losed for more than two
years and ihe Baptists were still ynable to get permission from
the government authorities to reopen it. I also found out that
the Spanish government had refused to permit the president
and secretary of the Spanish Eaptist Union to Jeave the country
in m_c’ler to attend the world Baptist conference that had been
beld in July in London. (The Baptists of the Soviet Union were
represented there by a delegation of nine—the first such delega-
tion since 1928.) [ hearned that Protestants are in effect excluded
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from Spanish universities, that they are uaable legsally to issu
publications of their own or receive Protestant publicatio:
from abroad, that their children are obliged to study the Cathol
catechism in public schools, that they often have great difficul
in obtaining legal recognition for Protestant marriages, th:
they suffer innumerable forms of legal discrimination and th:
they cannot count on the protection of the state authoriti
ggainst physical harm or the destruction of their property }
fanatical neighbors.

There are important differences between the situstion .
the Protestants in Spain and the gituation of ali Christians
Russia, and yet in one respect the two situations are striking
similar. The persecution of both groups is earried on in the nar
of Truth, of which each group of persecutors is eonvinced th
it has a monopoly. While in Soviet Russia the persecution-
now fortunately in abeyance, it seems—-has been carried on |
a political party that is openly hostile to all religion, in France
Spain the task of persecuting Christians is organized and carri
out by other Christians.

20
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- Seeds of Understan ding

In conclusion, we would remind the reader that this is not
a full-fledged report on life in Soviet Russia. It is an attempt
to indicate what six Americans saw and felt during a brief visit.

. True, at some points this has been supplemented by a framework
of factuzl data secured frem authentic sources but not observed.
We have not ventured much by wéy of political discussion partly
because we are not competent and partly because these obgserva-
tions are much more ampiy provided for from other sources.

We went to Russia partly to see how real the iron curtain
is. Qur airplane flew easily through it—no delay at customs,
no questioning of our intentions, only minor restraint on taking
pictures. And yet we know the curtain is there. ldeas do not
pass through it easily. Trade is not free. Misinformation about
Americans by the Russian press is all too often countered by
evidence of ignorance concerning facts gbout Russia in the
American press. And in the field of politics, wide areas of sus-
picion of motives still prevail.

If, instead of rivalry and suspicion, we are to look forward
with hope that our two great powers can learn to work toward
the common welfare of the world, there is an enormous job of
understandirg to be done on both sides. And if, as most Ameri-
cans gssume, we are now the stronger, it lays upon us the respon-
sibility to be the venturesome aggressors in promoting under-
standing. That will require not only great skill on the part of
our government, but very greatly increased effort on the part
of voluntary forces. These efforts by small groups who go with
no other purpose but to understand and be understood can now

be carried out, and we hope they will be on a much accelerated
scale,

Formidable Barriers

1 This is not to suggest that mutual understanding will be
3 easy to achieve. The reality of ideological conflict, power rivalry
and vastly different cultural heritage present formidable bar-
4 riers that have been heightened by ignorance on both sides ang
the increasing isolation of the Sovist people until recently from
contacts with the outside world. The tension of the last ten years
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kas added sti¥ nother gifficulty by . Lunding the p
with a bellige . atmosphere that discourages a ratio
proach te ils solution. Emotionalism nceds to be repla
reason if any usefu! appraisal is to be made of the forces .
ing in Soviet sociefy.

We found ample evidence 1hat Russia retoins much
morpoelithic character which has marked it for centuri
which the Communists have refined and reinforced sinc
Individual freedom as we know it in the democratic wor
not today exist in Russia, and never has. The Party is
control of the machinery of government, the national e
and the social order. We have no resson to believe it has
its revolutionary objectives, or sbhandoned its war psy:
or jts intolerance of dissent. Qur visit dispelled none o
popular impressions of Soviet society, but it reinforced o
vietion that they convey only a partial and very inac
understanding of the Soviet Union. Taken alone, they
a static situation: total control, rigid doctrine, ine
violence. Yet almost our strongest impression of Soviet
wag its Aluid quality. The internal situation in Ruasia is ar
but static; forces are at work that will certainly make the
very different from the past. To assume the contrary i
humanize the Russizns and reduce the operation of soc
a mechanical formula, This is 3 Marxist doctrine, and on
runs counter to both Christian belief and historieal e
It fails to take info account the fact that dictators are m
that they govern other men—in this ease, 200 million o
These relationships are much too complex to be dealt +
any neat mechanical basis.

Marxism vs., Education

Soviet society is itself & demonstration of the inac
of the Marxist formula. A whole nation has been taught-
An increasing number are being taught to think, and ac
to American scientists, to think very well. This massive
tional program has been necessary to carry forward ther
program of industrizlization apd to indoctrinate the peoj
Marxism. But education, once provided, is not subject
control. How long will men well trained in the scientific
accept without question Party pronouncements based
“holy” dogma? How long will millions of Russians read
end Turgenev and Dostoevski and Shakespeare and Dick
Zo!a before some of the ideas of these literary statesmen
serious cracks in the monolithic structure of Soviet soci
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N ms o us that mass edue  n will present incree prablems
o Russian leadership. It  already a new and u.-fmic force
that must be reckoned with.

Another force that refuses to fit neatly into the Marxist
docirine of scientific human relations is religion. We found
enough evidence of spiritual vigor to suggrest that the Com-

e munist concern over a religious revival is well founded. The
church and synagogue and mosque labor under difficulties, but
neither persecution nor persuasion has yet succeeded in remov-
ing them from the Soviet scene, and in our opinion, they are
gaining rather than losing strength. We have no illusion about
the extent of their current influence on Soviet policy, but we
believe their emphasis on moral values and standards of conduct
ie adding a crucial dimension to Russian life.

The rise of a new privileged class and a highly stratified

H pociety present another force to challenge revolutionary Marx-

" ism. Communists are subject to exactly the same temptations

b "' as capitalists when they obtain positions of wealth and luxury.

: The successful Russian has a stake in stability, and his country

: home, his car and his television set may influence his thinking

; about domestic and internationa] affairs more sharply than does
his theoretical Marxist ideology.

The visitor finds ample evidence that this stratification has
glready progressed very far, at least in the European parts of
the Soviet Union, and the inviting displays of consumer goods

. to be seen in every urban department store suggest that these

' malerialisiic temptations and pressures will become greater
rather than smaller in the years ahead. Once the basic capital

b s{ructure js built, the possibility that it may be used to meet
) | internal consumer needs cannot be overlooked. Certainly the

i

{

leadership will be tempted in this direction, and will face in-
treasing pressure from the people if they fail to respond. We

believe that the possibility of stable, conservative forces baving

en increasingly important role in Soviet life is being under-

estimated by the West.

Controls Relaxing

Finally, we noted some relaxation in internal controls. The
police have been downgraded. The leaders appear in public with-
out the kind of maximum security arrangements that have
always surrounded them in the past. The principle of collective
leadership as contrasted with one-man rule is becoming more
firmly established. Some economic decentralization is odcurring
in both agriculture and industry in response to pressures pro-
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duced by the inet. ncy of a ponderous ,Laucracy. Tourist
restrictions are being eased and the exchange of cultural, scien-
tific and economic delegations encouraged. None of these devel-
opments has progressed far and the government retains the
power to reverse them if it decides to do s0, but the farther they
go, the more difficult it is to return to earlier patterns. In any
event, we are confident that the West should seize every oppor-
tunity to encourage decentralization and relaxation and to ex-
ploit every chance for increased contact. The Soviet Union faces
grave internal probiems in terms of inadequate agricultural
production and serious steel shortages. The time required for
their solution offers not only the prospect of some diversion of
Soviet attention from the international scene, but provides an
opportunity for the West and particularly the United States to
encourage solutions that will facilitate rather than impede these
current trends toward relaxation.

We believe, therefore, that Americans now have a new and
significant opportunity to develop better understanding between
the United States and the Soviet Union. Too often all that is
offered us is an armed truce in a cold war. This may well bé
the bhest governments can offer if citizens content themselves
with fostering suspicion and fear. And if disaster should come
from such attitudes, the blame cannot be centered on govern-
ments alone, because even a litile venture now opens up vistas
for action by private citizens, especially in America, which are
this far largely unexplored,

There is an important injunction to “feed our enemies if
they are hungry.” Sometimes to sit with those who are styled
enemies and eat their bread with them also develops & new
attitude on both sides. If, in practical ways, we in America,
and especially those of us who eall ourselves followers of Christ,
are to “Jove our enemies,” the way is cpen for greatly increased
experimentation.

b
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Eleaner Zelliol links
arms with Leningrad
school girls. Behind
in composite picture
rises ghe Universily
of Moﬁuw, which has
22,000 students.

William B. Edg
accepts  strawlhe
from DBaptist la
near Kiev, Group
cordially received
many chances fo
formal conversat

They called it “a mission of good-will, a religious venfure,” but th
added, “We twere conscious of our obligation to make the jonrn
not only with open minds and open friearts but alse twith open eye
In our contacts with Soviet eitizens during eur visil and in o;
reports lo our fellow eitizens after our return home, we were dete
mined to try {o maintain a single standard of honesty and good-nili
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Copies of this report niay be obiained at 33 cents

each by addressing the American Friends Serrvice Com-
*‘mim-e, Incorporated, at any of the following offices:

Avstis 5, Texas—2106: Nuecces Street
Canmurince 38, Massachusetts—Bax 247
Chicaco 2, Hlinoie—59 E, Madison Street
CoLumeus 5, Ohio—1309 E. Broad Street
Des Marxes 12, ITowa—4211 Grand Avenue

Pasapena, California—Box 966-M
PuiapeLenta 7, Pennsylvania—20 8. 12th Sireel
PorTLAND 14, Oregon—1108 S. E. Grand Avenye

Ricunmonn, Indisna—8 Quaker il Drive

San Fraxcisco 15, Califernia—1830 Sutter Strect
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UTANGARD FORA 40, B4 ) : \ : - !\ .
| Office Meni -~ dum - ovwitep s GOVERNMEN"
i TO : Director, Fadefal Bureau of Investigation narn:A S Jely? yer

-y
FROM : Lﬁilliam F, Tompkins, Assistant Attorney General,
Internal Security Division

supecr: Communist Infiltration of the | _
American Friends Service Committee

A review of the investipative reports furnished by the
Bureau concerning the captioned organization indicates that, irre-
spective of the availability of informants, there is not sufficient
evidence at this time to justify the filing of & petition with the
Subversive Activities Control Board to require it to register as a,

Communist-front organization under the Subversive Activities Contro’
dct of 1950, ‘

The file on this organization will be re-examined as
additional information is furniched relevant to the applicable
definition and criteria under the Act,
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
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Program in NYC., Rellable information reflects Progranm
operates from office of Amerlican Friends Servige Committee,
lﬁh East 20th Street, NYC. Relilsble information reflects
that NY Community Peace Eduecation Prcgram group is
responsible directly to AFSC Headquarters in Philadelphisa.
Local groups reportedly taking part in the Peace Education
Program identifled as Church Peace Union, the Brotherhood
of Ballway Porters, and the Film Peace Unit. Structure
of Film Peace Unit set out, Reliable informant advised
the Community Peace Education Program group met in NYC
during July and August, 1855, Discussion of group centered
around projects, the movie, "A Time For Greatness' and
discussion of book "Speak Truth To Power." Former
Community group changed to Film Peace Unit. Group mct
in January, 1956, and diescussed future showlngs of movie.
CP affiliation of individusls connected with group set
forth.

e

ice maintained by the Community Peace Education

(.
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JETAILS:

I. ORIGIN AND LOCATION

/

who has furnished reliable information in the

past, advisea on March 30, 1956, that he learned from a
responsible individual®connected with the Community Peace
Education Program that#all the local groups throughout the
country are left free to run their owm affairs.

—

The ormant stated that who has
heads the New York program,
Thls informant stated that no local office 1s maintained by
the Community Peace Education Pregram in New York, but that
directs the program from the American Friends Service

ommlttee Office, 144 East 20th Street, New York City.
ds o nas. furnished reliable 1nformat'1on in the

past, advised on March 30, 1656, that from his knowledge of

the functioning and composition of the American Friends Service
Committee, it was his opinion that all of the local groups,
including the group in New York City, of the Community Peace
Education Program, are autonomous.

IXI. SCOPE
B 20vised on April 27, 1956, that he learned that

the New Yorlk Communi f'}r Yeace Education Dﬂngmm 18 not

FaAN W

operating through the mid—Atlantic Region of the American
Friends Service Committee, but 1s responsible directly to
Amerlcan Friends Service Committee Headquarters in Philadelphia.
He stated that there are a number of local groups in the

New York area which are called "cooperating groups" and take
part in the Peace Education Program. Among these groups

are the Church Peace Union, the Brotherhood of Rallway

Porters, and a group knowna the Film Peace Unit,

: The informant stated that the Pilm Peace Unit
was set up by the Community Peace Education Program as the
spearhead for the entire program, The purpose of this unit
is to show one film entitled, “A Time For Greatneas,“ wnich

»
1s the Introduction to all the peace ’éu‘dcau;uu activities of
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the program. The point of entry of the Film Peace Unit

is 811 educational institutions within a fifty mile

radius of New York City; however, they concentrate primarily
on the schools and colleges located in New York City

1teself. Contact with these institutions 1is made primarily
by students and other individuals who approach the American
Friends Service Committee for information of this type.

This informant stated the Film Peace Unit is
composed of a team of lecturers, who go_ to the various

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

cduuau&vuna. J.HDUJ.VU.U.I.UAAO i\l GN.JUW Ulu: LJ..J\.JH a.uu. EJ..VC J.GUUU.I.CD
to the groups. The 1nformant ascertained that thils

group of lecturers is composed of regular American Friends
Service Committee speakers, with the excepti { o)
individual whose name is

who was brought to thls country by the American Frilenas
Service Committee specifically for this purpose. The
purpose behind the Film Peace Unit, as described to the
informant, 18 to '"glve the students some worthwhile ideas."

III. ACTIVITIES

who was in a position to furnish reliable
Information, advised on August 17 and 23, 1958, that he
learned that there has been activity on the part of the
New York group of th;,Commun;tx_tg;ggﬂg@gcg&;gn_grogram1h
This informant stated that a meeting of this
group was held on i7 7 ) at 520 East 12th Street,
New York city. and after &
few opening words e meetin urned over to the
floor for questions to

Cne of the toplcs
which was taken up consisted- of e question about office
space. It was asked whether the Community Peace Education
Program could obtalin office space 3o that it could conduct
Work Shop evenlngs and conduct meetings in cone particular
spot. 1t was pointed out that at that time the budget

of the American Friends Service Committee permits that
office to be cpen only one night a week which hinders the
Community Program, The informant stated no declsion was
reached on the question.:



The informant stated thatilMeddressed the
group and reportedly said that New York City seemed ripe
for a peace program. He “ stated that Chicago
has achieved success, but only after a three year period
of trial and error., He said Chikago's work has consisted
in the showing of movies, conducting opinion polls,
literature and poster displays, and working with the high
school students. '

AR stated that even though 90 per cent
of the money for the American Priends Service Committee comes
from New York, the idea of opening a regional office 1is

-~ [ RS
not popular, probably because of the proximity of the

headquarters in Philadelphia.

W stated that the book "Steps To Peace"
may or may not be reprinted. He suggested that the film
"A Time For Greatness" should be shown to local groups
and also mentioned that the plcture "The Fate Of A Child"
is avalilable,

This informant stated that GNP spoke of the
American PFriends Servicé Committee which he
described not as a membership organization but as a project
organization emphasizing clothing for Korea, and spreading
peace education by conducting institutes such as Avon 01d
Farms School at Avon, Conneticut.

stated the Community Peace Education
Program ldea 1s a new one and he considered it unique and
experimental. The informant advised that the group
present expressed their feelings of isclation from the
center of the American Priends Service Committee and expressed
appreciation toé for his talk and information,

This informant also stated that he learned -
NN .o: holding the office of _ _
rurther advised that on July 14, 1955, this

Community Pesce Education Program up held g mecting at
& Ananniiinie..

39 Perry Street, New York City. ik s

e e
of the meeting and the discussion was linited due $o the

small attendance, It announced at the meeting that at
the July 26th meeting “would speak on the topic
of work camps. -

-4 -



D

gl

The informant advised that at the July 21, 19585,
meeting at 200 West 107th Street, New York, ﬁ
waa&of the group and discussion was centered
around the picture "A Time For Greatness,” and the book

h

11} n
Speak Truth To Power,

This informant advised that at the meeting held

on July 28, 1955, at 20 Bethume Street, New York City,
reported for the Committee set up by the

group to follow up the showing of the movie "A Time For
Greatness.™ Her report stated that the three members of this
committee felt 1t should work to obtain 1.) Audience
feeling on the movie, and 2) if interest was shown in the
Community group, visita to those interested to get their
ideas. .

The informant-stated thateiimeesREiEEIN. cr.

read a ietter from RN whom the informant identified
as RN, in the Community Peace Education Program. This
letter included suggestions that the Community group

obtain a speaker from the Friends group which had recently
returned from Russia, and the Community group get interested

in & city-wide conference on worid development,

This informant stated that «RNEENNNENPR spolke
on the history and scope of work campe here and abroad frcm
1919, to the present, developing the idea of people together, .
working together with thelr hands, as one famlly,

further advised that the Community Peace
~Education Progranm group held .a meeting on_August L, 1955,
at Jeot h Street, New York City“

SEE—— The informant stvated the attendance
wag emall and the evening's discussion centered around

the tenth Anniversary of the dropping o firat A-Bonb.
It was announced at the meeting that W | found out
it would be possible to have a speaker from the Friends
Group who had visited Russia to speak to the Community
Peace Education Program at & future mceting.



Sl ndvised on February 8, 1956, that a meeting of
the group formerly known as the Community Peace Education
Program,mst on Janusry L4, 1956, The informant stated the
group was known ass the Film Peace Unit. The informant Lo
stated that QPN opened the meeting with a short
introduction of the groupnts work for the benefit of any

new individuals, Reports were received on the showing of

a Quaker rilm which the informant believed was titled
'Quakera In Eorea” at the Young Men's Hebrew Ausociation and
for an adult education group of NWew York University. Ths a
informant stated that new contacts were discussed for the
purpose of showing the rilm, 1nc1uding churchea, collegea
and lsbor unions. . . . . -

Thia informant stated that the United Nations
£ilm "Fate Of A Child"™ was shown. Those present discussed
this film and felt it could be offered a=s a follow-up to
"A Time For Gresatness™ and provide a jumping off point
for s discussion of such projects as United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and United
Nations Technicel Asaistance.

The informant stated that he learned at the meating
that w was then Secretary of the Film Peace Unit

IV. COMMUNIST AFFILIATICHS OF PERSONS MENTICGYNED




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
m“u‘;‘cnnmm ar CInLG0 -
REFQRT mnc:r . ) mmm g‘/ﬂl‘:?oc";? :'5!711?:‘1‘; AEFCONT MADE BY w
"TIGA30 7-17-S&| 13,1/56 aongiNe A
T ST aT 1ICILTRATIO_OF THT UNIVERSITY
PEACT GoLTY3 ASSOCIATION :
L~ /
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: /D,»{f—:{ i ,}:1"' F.'_-'_". ;t';:_gl_& \-_, _i';/.-'__.." ' ("n - /-

University Peace Center Assoccintien (U7FCa), Chicecze, issued
renort ccncerning 2/15/56 Ccaference hsld in Chicuro, Renor:
states Commonity Confersnce on wcrld Peace of 2/15/56 was
concelved as result of the "big four" meeting and the meeting
cf world atomic scientists w..0 miet ond discussed pesceful
uses of =ztomic energy. lMeeting plonned by grovo of
individuals living in Hyde Perk - Kenwood neirnbernood of
Caicaro, ecch affiliated with & peace srovp in the ares,’
Conference attenced by eiprhty-nine perscns during daytime
sessions, seventy duringz student peace conference end 350
during main address by FRADTRICK SCHU:AN,. - Report lists v
sbonsors of Cenference including additicnal individuals not in
orizinel orogram, Program of Conference set forth list.ng
perticipents 1n each workshop. -Conference summation reflects
conclusions renched at each workshon including (1) letters
snould be written to Congressmen requesting them to re-affirm
position that colonial nstions saould recelve their self-
government throuzh United Nations; (2) social sciernce reaearch
can determine who makes decisions in internationsal relcticns

and how peonle cen be encouraged to seell pescefvl resolutions

to internationel conflicts; (3) United Stsotes and USSR should
agree to ban further H-bomb tests; (L) people should be educarted
to destructiblility of H-bomb; (5) ense restricticns on Esst -
¥ast trade; (6) acceot US3R proposal for world economic
cenference; (7) sovernment should be asked to make Walter -

e Carran Act less restrictive; (8) Bagdad pact is recornized




as source of power conflict between East - West; {9) United
Netions should be strengthensd by ireater numibsr of partici-
pating n=tions. HMARDEL TYRMAR, Chairman, Cnicago Council of v~
American - Soviet Friencdship WCCAS3F) redcorts on nis partici-
pation in UPCA Conference worksaocp "Zast - wast ceontret and
exchanze", Communist Perty (CP) moaber perticipetion in
Conference sat f'orth. Decision madas st Zenference thot
permanent orgenization would net be set up, Charscterizeoticn
of Conference participants, organizatiens and publications

mentionad in report set cut.

~ 1A - | '
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All informants used in this reovort have provided
relisble information in the past, unless otherwise indicated,

All individuals sctive as participants or spcnsors
of this Conference,who are mentioned in this rencrt, are being
characte~ized or identified where possible in Sectien Five
of this report.

Those orgrnizations which have been either designateqy
by the Attorney General of the Unltea States »urzuunt to
Executive Order 10450 or about which reliable informents ang
sources have furnished informztion of CP dominaticn are
characterized in Section Five of this report.
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DETAILS:
I. REPORT ON THNIVERSITY PEACE

- — . — an m ! vew -

CENTFER ASS0CIATION lUFbA}
* CONRERWICE

T-* on June 26, 1956 provided s mimecgraphed report
received by the informant on June 23, 1956, which summarizes
the UPCA Conference held in Chicago on February 18, 1955,
Tnis report is as followsa:

"A Report on

e ¥ W ey  m wm v e o Ry

GENEVA: HNEW PERSPECTIVES ON PEACE!
A Community Conference snd Workshop

held in Chicago, Illinois, on Satufday, February 14, 1955.

Introduetion

In Geneva, Switzerland, during the summer of 1955,
two historlic meetings took place: [flrst, that of the leader:
of the t'blg four' meeting for the first time in ten years;
and then, a meeting of scientists from many nations who came
to discuss peaceful uses of atomic energy. As a result of t!
two getherings, people 8ll over the world took renewed nope
that peaceful mathods could settle differences among nations,
In order to reflect this mood and at the same time to recogni
that there still remain many grave problems which require
peaceful solution, the Community Conference on World Pesce wit
conceived.

Entitled 'Geneva: New Perspectives on Peace!, the
Conroreﬂce served to present a wide range of views on & numnbe
of issues crucial to world pesce. It was planned by a group
of individunls 1iving in the Hyde Park-Kenwcod nelgnbornood
of Cnicapgo, ench one affillated vwith a peare group in the
area, Aifter two preliminory meetings in November and DecemZe
1955, the group of active people divided itself into thres
committees: publiecity, program, asnd arrangements, An exec:
secretary was employed on a part-time basis for December
through the date of the conference,

-3 -
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Eighty-nine pecple attenijed the daytime sesslicns,
many coming from other parts of Chicago and lts suburbs.
Over seventy attendecd the student peace conference wnlch was
held in conjunction. In the evening, 350 people heard
Frederick Scnuman deliver the main mddress,

To provide an opportunity for holding'the Conference
thenks is due the sponsors:"

This revort then lists the sponsors of the Cenferenc:
including the followinz individuvals who were not listed in
the original program osnnouncing the Conference:

"Mrs., Tacmas E. Bradley, Dr. Anton J. Carlson,
Dr. Vernon De Young, Alex A. Zivericht, Rsebbhl Milton Metz,

- i a T i & W yioa Lo LR - R vy o b

Rev. Randall Pittman, Beatrice K. Schnpiderman, Rebni Jecob
H. Weinstein"

This report continues setting forth the Drogram,
worxshops end conclusions which are as follows

1

: ;
Program . ]
. Morning:

Registraticn

Panel discussion on problems for East-.West relaticns
posed at Geneva.

LAWREICE SCOTT, Hoderator.

PAUL B. JOH30., The internaticnel politiecsl prodblem:

ROBRAT PICKUS, The domestic prereaquisites for peace.

SIDAEY J. SOCOLAR, The goal of dissrmarent.

KERMIT ERY, Questioner.

Afternoon: Workshons

A, Ccleoninlism--I+~ Part in Fant-Jest Tensicn,
Chairman, Lo-A0 4000 0ALD; descurces, .1.olh. S
LLGYD, JR., Exchonge Students frem aAf'rice, hsla,
Latin America.

B, Con*rihution of Iesenrch to Pasenr rnl World
Develcrmient., Chelrman, Hoo-ic T35 Hesources, Tilr
F.oLriirZ, CULWECY f“l';‘lT

-4 -
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neaGE HCOTT' Resources, FR:sDERICK L. SCHW
SIDHE f J. SOCOLAR.

D. Domestic Eifects offia Long Co?d War and Prerecuis;
for Petce. Cnairiman, HARJ S.alkll; Resources, nev.e LiSi

FERLINGTON, ROBERT PICKUS.

E. Enst-West Exchnonece: Sclentific, Cultursl ané Zcon
Chsirran, 03CAR C. DBruwl, Ji.; neqcvrces, anD=L TERMA

PHILIFP “AGHER.

F. The Middle Fast: Prosnects for Peaceful Rescluvtic
Chairnen, SRlJEX K. GUPZ4; Rescurces, A. nz38:L, CalVa
STILLIIAI.

G. World Econonmic and Scelz]l Develonrient.
Chairman, JaCn Ulinidy Resources, C:AlLR3 FISCLEER,
BARSWAL HKQOLIN, -

E. The United ¥stions end vierlid Crranisation.
Chairman, =ulosnBiETh STrina3ERG; Resources, ..ARY HERRIC
JACK MInFR.

Closing session: erld Peace end Cur Community - Brin
our icess to the community.

Evening:

Address by FREDZRICK SCHULAN on 'Germany and the Secur
of Europe!

"onclusions

At the closing sesslion of the Conference, the parti
pants exdrescsed the opinion a positive contribution had been
mace to the couse of pesce, It wes the censensus of the greu
that & report ¢l the Ccnflerence be cirecuvlated to newspapers,
clerpy, and othar neonle in the ceoemmunity. An stienpt nas be
made te produce & repert of the nreceedings of eacn workshon,
but leck of personnel has made thrt impossible, whut follows
48 n repcrt of the various workshons as tney were suriarized
extemvorar.ecusly by the participents of the closing session.

-5 -



A. Colent aliem-—Itc Part in Fast-west Tensicn.

1. In 1952, the Congress of the United Str‘es ~assed
& resolution stntinb thot colonial nnticns sho-ld
receive tneir sell-gevernment tarouzh tre United
Netions. Letters snould De written to Congress-
men requ=sting them tc reaffirm thelr vecsiticn
on this issue,

be

[¢1

] 0

coun

2. Economic rather than milit
aer developn

ary cid
g*vnn to the und 1o un

11

11
=8

(o7 |
"! E°

n tri
B. Contributicn of Research to Peace and -World
dDevelcoent.

Utilizing research in the social sciences, cne can
maite studies of how decisions in internsticral
relations are actunlly mace, who maites them, and

how these people and organizaticns can te erncoursared
to seek peaceful rescluticns to intern: ticonzl ccnllic

c. Disarmament.

1. There 1s a need to work out diplomctic relations
on the ocuestion of disarmement.

' 2. An agreement shovld be reached between the U3 and
USSR on banning further H-bomb tests,

D. Domestic Effects of' & Long Cold War ari P?erec.lsi;
for Pezce,

1. All persons interested in peace should jcin with
others to express tnis concern.

2. The inevitability of war should be re jected.
3. Educction &35 to the destructability of H-besmd war

1s & methiod for encouraging people Lo work fer

Peace.

-6 -
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E. Esst-..est Txchanre: Scientific, Culturel and Ecol

1. Ease the restricticns cn trade hetween Ecst and
'riest.

2. Accept propesal by USSR to holc a world economi
cenflerence.,

3. Stimulate and extend exchange between church,
PTA, and student groups, etc.

;. The Walter-licCarren Act is a deterrent to cultuw
and sclentific exchange. The governnrient should
be asked to make the act less restrictive.

5. Encourasge cultural exchange, i.e., films, artis
etc.

6. Implement Secretary of State Dulles: 19 points
East-West exchanre delivered to Feorelgn Ministe
Conference, October 1955,

F. The Middle ZTast: Prosveects for Pegeeful Resclu+:

l. Meeting of conflicting middle eastern powers
snould be established tarocugh the United lLeticn
as a neans of easing the conflict,

2. Bagdad Pact 1is recognized &s a source cf sDower
conflict between Lest and west.

3. Declare an embargo on the shipment of arms in t
Arab-Israeli conflict.

G. World Economic and Socicsl Develcnmént.

The cold war vastly complicontes the prcblems of
developing the underdeveloped countries of the worl
This requires a conslderable commitiment of ceaplisl
end the utilizction of competent technical personne
frcm the more highly developed countries.

H., The United gﬂtions and Werld Orrenization,

1. United lrticns needs the suonert of irdivicduals
and groups such aa church, school, eivie, etc.

2, UN should he strengthenad by greater numbers cf
participsating neationa,"

-7 -
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II. REPORT BY MANDEL TRRMAN
0O FAST - WEST EXCIANGE

WCRKESTIOP

T-2 on March 29, 1956 made availanble the larcn, 1
Volume I, Number 6, issue of "Friendsnip", the menthly
bulletin of the Chicago Council of American - Soviet
Friendship (CCASF). Page ten of this bulletin ccntains
an article entitled, "TLRMNLAN Reports on Cenference by AR
A, TERMAN, Chairman'. Tnis article by TERIAN is as follo

WTERMAN REPORTS O} CONFEREXNCE
BY MANDEL A. TERMAN, CHAIRMAN

‘. "I was very rfortunste, a few weeks ago, in having
privilege of participating in & culturel neighborhood - 1
"Conference on lNew Perspectives for Peace'! oryrnized by s
dents, faculty - members, and community residents of thne
Woodlawn - lyde Perk area.

"Among the several panel - discussions on various
aspects of peace problems, was one on East - West conteact
exchanre, Prof. WAGHFR of the U. of C. and I were invite
to lezd the discussicn and Fr. 0SCAR BROWH, JR., of the U
Packinghouse Vorkers served as moderator.

"Townard the end of the discussion, the question c
up on whet could be done for exchange on the nelghberhood
person-to-person, organization-to-organization .level and

were gome of the sugrestions: -

"1, Local community grouns, like PTAs, religious
Iraternal,.labor unicn and others, to ~stablish direct
corresnondence - contact with similer groups in simllar
communitles in the U3SH,

"2. Exchange, on the neighborhood level, cof
exhibits, ciilldren's ari, with proups in the USLSHi,

"3, Exchenye of films end slides, particularly
documentaries, possibly sven amateur nmovies macde in the
neighborhood, and use of documentary flilms already avalle

"1« Student exchange, correspondence with studen
groups in the USGHK.
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"We would like to hrar from resders of our Bulletin
het they think ¢f the possibilities of some such exchonge
ne on their neighborhood,#union or other orzenization

. ¢

"NOTR: The orgenizers of this Conference are
rrenering reports of the discusslons and conclusions which
will be aveilable in printed form shortly. arite to Miss
EVSLYH $Wiad, American Friends Service Comwittee, 59 rast
lediscn Street, Chicago 2, Tllinois."
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T-3 on Maroh 1, 19556 advised it was decided at
the UPCA Conferencs not to iet up & permanent organization
- but to work for thes holdingiof eimilar conferences in other
aregs. Informant sald it wes possible that scme form of
a permanent organization could be established at some
lapter date.

IV. STATUS OF UPCA

- 1) -



V. CHARACTERIZATIOUL OF CONFENECE

PARTICIPANTS, ORGANIZATIONS AXND
PUBLICATICHS MENTICHED

A, Conference Particivants -

- 12 -



B, Criadicatinre and Futiicotisns : :
smericecan Committee for Protection
31 Porelrn 3orn {ALOPFD)

’

Tne ACPIDR has been degipgnated by the Attorne; Jeneral
ol' Lie United States pursuant to =xecutive Orser 10450,

“;o Coereiittee to Renecl '

Clic
the MNeCurran Azt {CCRIIA)

- T-o, on May 23, 1955, edvised that whilé the CCRIA
was formed in 13350 hy the Civil Rigshts Congress, in 1073
It ca e unaer thc leedership end conirol of the lidwest
Cororittee for Protection o Forei;n born, which is the
rmidwest orzenication of the ACTFE, .
Cricapo Co:neil of Americen -
Soviet Priendshiin {CIZARE)

T-6, on May 12, 19EL, advised that Lhe CCATP, since
its inception in Chicago in the 1940's, has never failed
to propaszandize for Russia and the Rusgslan way of life,
The ind'orment further advised that the CCL3F hes been using
spealzers vho were known to the informant as members ol the
CP since tnhe first meetings in tnhe 19,0's., The infor:ant
advised that the propran of the CUA3SY hes alweys Incilud:zd
spealizrs, movies and parpnlets praising EVEery &8nCc ct of
hvrsla, inciudin; it- Iore;gn policy, a=d has besn ertyreriely
criticul of the ilnltcd States donectic and foreli.n policy.

Civil Birnte Cowniiress {C+C)

Toe CﬁC has teen desi-mated L the Attorney
Genersl of the United States pursuant to Executive dracr 10450,

Commitice for Pcuceful Alternatives
Lo the Ltlantvic Yact

Thie Comrlittec for Yerzolful Alfternstivos to Lne
Atinntic Poct nure becn cived &2 wn or, arn.zetion whlel: vas
iermud as a rerult ol the Confercence lor Pacceful idlterautiven
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to the Atlantic Paci. and which wes located, according to

a letterhead of September 16, 1950, at 30 Horth Dearborn
Strcet, Chicago 2, Illinois; and to further the cause of
"Communists in the United States" dpin;z "their part iIn the
Moscow campaign." (Congressional Chmittee on Un-American
Activities, House Report Number 373 on the Communist "peace"
o: fcn;ige, April 25, 1951, original date, April 1, 1951,

Communist Party, USA

The Communist Party, TSA, has been designsated
by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to

b Wal I uffal
DXGCU.L-.LVU UIUEP .LUL{.DU.

"Daily Worker," "The Worker"

~ "The Worker™ is the Sunday edition of the "Laily
Worker", an east coast Communist daily newspapcr,

"Friendship"

"Priendship™ is a publication which identifies

itsell as the monthly bulletin of the CCASF,

Hyde Park Committee for Pesceful
Alternatives (HPCPA}

T-11, on March 30, 1956, advisged that the HPCPA
is one of two committees making up the Illinols Committee
for Peaceful Alternatives,

T1linois Cormittee for Peaceful Alternativcs (ICPA}

T-6,.0n May 12, 1955, advised that the I1linois
r of the Committec for Penceful Alternatives 1s &an

w0

hapte
ffilias celu

T-46, on September 1, 1951, advised that the
Wotional Comnittee for Peaceful Alternatives 1s composed of

- 22 =

ate of the lNationanl Cormittes for Penceful Alternatives.
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intellectunls and religious workers, The informant advised
this orzanization is infiltrated but not controlled LY
C> members,

John Reed Club

. A Special Cormittee on Un-American Activities,
Report of March 29, 194l;, page 175, identifled John Reed
Clubs of the United States as “named after the founder of
the American Cormunist Party."

The Massachusetts House Committee on Un-American
Activities, Report, 1938, pages !462r LL66, identifiedé John
Reed Clubs of the United States as "among organizations
created or controlled by the Communist Party or part of &
united front with the Party, which supported the First
United States Congress Azainst War. The Congress was openly
led by the Communists,"

Midwest Cormittee for Protection -
of Foreirn Born {(MCPFB)

T-6, on May 12, 1955, acdviszd that the MCPFB vas
formed in the late 19L0's and was at that time and up to
tay, 1955, the midwest orgenization of the American
Cormittee for Protection of Foreign Born,

T-12, on March 2, 1956, advised that the “CPFB
has been, since Mey 1, 1955, the midwest organizaticn of
tne Americen Committee for Protection of Foreiyn Born.

National Councll of Amerlican -
Soviet Friendship (1 CASTF)

Tne HCA™F has been designated by the Attorney
Ge?gral of the United States pursuant to Executive Order

Physicians Porum

In a report entitled "Subversive Influence in the
Fducation Process"made by the Sub-Committee to Investigate

- 23 -
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the Administration of the Interns) Secourity Act and Orher
Internal Securlty Laws of the Committes on the Mudieiary,
TUnited States Senato, 82nd Congress; 1952, cn page 37,
testimony of BRELLA DODD, member of the Neational Cormittee

of the CP, from 1S4l to 1948; is refleccted., DODD testified
that the Physicians Forum was established primarily by the

CP. She explained that althouch not &ll members of the

“ Physiclans Forum were (ommunists; "initiative for organlzing
the Physiclans Ferum came from tne CP, came from the Gth floor,
where the National Committee of the CP existed,"

Socialist Union of America (SU¥j

T-.13;, on November 8, 195L, advised that the
Socialist Union of America (SUA) was formed aa a result ol

a split from the Socialist VWorlers Paruy (8WP) on Hovember
2% . 1953%° gt the Midwvest Wnnﬂﬁ"pﬂr Conference Natrnsi+

—- -~ [ = ahd ok Ciivwep e Ve WA i.r,

Michigan, The informant stated that the primary reason

Tfor the split was that the minority group led by BERT COCIRAN,
also Imown as Cochranites, believed the organlzation should
enter into other leftuwlﬁg grou>s, such as the Comrunist
Party (CP) with the intention of awinging these grcups right
or left, thereby, bringing about a revolution sconer.

Socialist Yorkers Party (SwP)

The SWP has bsen designated by the Attorney General
of the United States pursuant to Executlve Order 1G,50,

Vienna Peace Congress (VPC)

T~11l, on February 2, 1954, described the VPC as
g8 Communlst Inspired cenvention held-in Vienna, Austria,
.from December 12 through December 19, 1952, and was attended
" by representatives from approximately eighty nations., The
informant stated that speeches and exhibitions at the Consgress
were strongly antl-Unlted Statez with the purpose of showing
thls country as a threat to world peace,

|.*
i



ADMINISTRATIVE

This case is being closed since, as previously
ing

reported, the UPCA is organize< for the purpose of hold
this one conference, No information has been recelved
reflectins any other confercnces are planned or plans to
set up & permanent organization. -+

One extra copy of this report is being furnished
the Brreau fo _~ile on COMINFIL, AMERICAN FRIENDS S=ZRVICE
COMHITTES ‘

. One copy of this report is being furnished the
Philadelphia Office, 0.0,, on COMINFIL, AMZIRICAY FRIENLS
STRVICE CcO9ITTPE=Z. (It is noted that the American Friends

Service Committee cooperated in holding this conference
and some of %he active participants are officers or active
4rm +ha LOQO

= bl LEX Y A=) dde WiV a g

One ext :
0ffice for fis Xtra copy 1s being designated for the Chicago

oM TR w COMINFIL, A™ERICAN FRIENLS SERVICE
\ .

ATHMINISTRATIVE PAGE
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Oﬁ‘ice Mo’ﬂwi (772 - "fJNITED ST sOVERNMEN"

A — S s -
DIRECTOR, FEI gy : : DATE: 1/25/56

TO 1

FROM * SAC, PHILADELPEIA ‘

SURJECT:  GMMUNIST INFILTRATION CF TEHE
AVTRICAR FRIENDS SERVICE COMMITIEE

T e e e —

oo~ £n

Rerep of 54 SNSRI ::t-d 7/17/56, &t New York.

Rerep reflects that the New York Office is maiptaining instant
case 1in & pending inactive status with a lead for New York to follow and

“report the activities of subject organization.
Inasmich as rerep reflects activity on the pert of subject
organization in Rev York and the New York Office is maintaining this case
it & pending imactive status, Philadeiphia is placing its case file in &
pending inactive status and will follow and report any activities op the
part of subject organization.

£ s e .
G /



LIV UATIL REQISTENED

Ben Piencisco
Directoer, FOI

T Tirtel 7/31/5° wherein 57 ws requeated t5 eontuct
investisatica requotod by Ui4 QLIVER QASCH.

- Tion A2 o2 VSR GASCHYs letter requesiod thet Son meiaco
mintcnim &n officlal of thd AT UTULI LTI
LConrry %)y &F, in dotail re his imonledss of It is yi-tod
the L3 PTOVL o.t*lv interviewed 10/20/54 and on Ly/25/5% n“
e thon rcccliced t-z"t,. spoke in 1954 et & FIENDS YTUTINO H Lon
in Herimley, Galifomin,

WD . ¢ ntacted 8/20/76 £t the AFSC, 1830 Sutter St., ST,
by Sis Ui eeuene (.7, P hg mde & mcord of
interviewing Joovts! nows end crodentinl mrabors. He than explainod
S.n & ecordinl ramyr tlot dintarviows of AFSC porecomsl by ropromnorrtives

of investi;alive £:01¢ios wore now Leins hendicd in sccord with 1woost
fnstructions {ron £+U0 hredguartars in itdledelniln, He eoplained et
LFSC persc _1.1, eceoxilng to thds nationwide diroctiwe, ere now roquimd
to tuls dotnlisd motos during these interviewas, s copy of thls recoyd
ia meinteined by Lo Inenl AFSC offion, end 8 22csni copy i mmj.s:n-.; tey
ths person w0 16 tho sabjeet of the s.nquj.ry. we acked 4L £
policy alsy poricined to iuquiries repmwdine natlers sudch es benk r-r\m*:f
or ki‘nspinn. o slatod that o dld not kow watwmr tut policy w.s 1o
be follownd iy sitw:tionsr of thnt nnture, and expleined thet his onccls
with inwesil-ziivo porsanool had besa limited to socurity mattars ol
To comsciontiNg objociors, '

222



8/20/56

PE T

o7 <N
Director, Fo1 (NN
Intorviondns SIS exph.‘.nad that the Bmwu'a inquiry wes of

& coafidonticl niturs, &3 declined to interview - wnder thome
conit ticns &t tast tine.,

Kotod Philadelp'ia report 5 ANSMgEaEE 2/2!/0S, re Cor-uied

$afiltratd-n ¢f the /fmoricun friends Serviem bo**i.,tae, R, rolscts
Lt 4FSC Lo oLt en oflcial orfen of relidious & o eI RO,

&lthouzh corprata noborsdp of ATVC io 1{3ted t.o roroars of SOCITTY.
S 48 ttnev=ro 47 'ng'H oy of L7530 v interviews is follo?‘;d by LU g S

U35, end v7ald therefone be followed by persomsl of of Frionds eot.&:“
li:mm, Beﬁa:lrr.

It 3o roonacted thet SF be advised of tha do"i.ms of tho U5
. o disefiaeele .. 3 P e~

£1d the Surecn o tha interview of -, ond intarviow ol porscansl
of the Friends ‘oobiag “cu.'n, Serraliy, (alif.

Tt 47 roqnisted that fﬁzs.k,a»lpm furitsh ary avellbhle
infomatiam = ,..“d.n e sho potionnl ATGT a.,. Goclety of Tricnis policies
twmnd intorvilovm, 27 tin proondure dascribed by @RI (s boon
slopsad by <ho 000 el € Soctety of 7'...-:1'1*:, it 45 Jolt Lhat e
Burnsu mirhs véish 40 pdvizo 211 officen of $idrp plbuation, o pther itk
&ny Purcoun :_Ltr..ctia.m 10 cantucts with AF3C or frignda,

Jues

Egr bELy- Ot 'm"lmf
U!uSS S 03}” 2P
44 .L

UtCEI/ ™
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Sertember 20, 1956

¥r. J. TFdgar Hoover, Director
Federal Bureau of Investipation
#Aeshinmton, D. C.

My dear lr. Hoover:

Enclosed you will find an editorial from & Housion nevs-
raper. e have been surportinn the .merican Friends
Service Cormittee for some twenty five years so now ares
reservins Judgertent.

It i1a rosslible that many members of the Friendswood
Quarterly leeting, mentioned in the elditorial, wre wait-
ing until there are more facts in before forriﬂg a
Judgement., We feel that all of them would vazlue an
orinion by the Federazl Bureau of InvefstIgetion.

!

Paithlhlly yonﬂs,

A2
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Many Americans will agree with
the stznd taken by the Friendswood
quarterly meeting of the Religious
Society of Friends (Quakers) in repudi-
ating the American Friends Service
Committee. The Quakers in this area
voled unanimously to disown the com-
mittee as their relief agency.

The local Quakers leveled a number
of charges at the American Friends
Service Committee, among them one
which has been heard frequently from
other sources in recent years, that the
committee is “furthering communistic
propaganda.” The Texas group will
seck to have similar action taken at
the Kansas vearly meeting, which in-
cludes Quakers in Kansas, Oklahoma,

b Missouri, Texas and Colorado.

The American Friends Service Com-

i mittee is fairly well known in Hous-

" ton. There have been a number of

_,,’%'L“écal Qudkers Dﬁsoivn Lefﬁsf‘““"\
Friends Service Committee

controversies involving meetings it
sponsors here. Chief among the com-
plaints have been the speakers brought
$o these meetings. Some of the speak-
ers have records of exireme leftist
leanings and have ecitations against
them by the House un-American ac-
tivities commitice.

Harold A. Selleck, pastor of the
Bavshore Friends Church at Bacliff,
said no Texas Quaker is a member
of .the American Friends Service
Commitlee,

The commitiee, by indulging in left-
wing political activities, has done z
disservice to the Quaker faith. This
faith has given the United States
many of its distinguished eitizens,
among them former President Herbert,
Hoover. The public will be syma-
thetic toward the Quakers in trying
to maintain their good name, ¢

LRCLUBUL

The Houston
Houston, ‘Texas.
August 28, 1956

ronicle



October 8, 1056

_Dear

Your letter dated September 28, 1956, with
enclosure, has been received,

While I would like very much to be of belp in
connection with your susgestion that I comment on the oraanizetion
you meaticned, I regret it is Lapossible for me to do 80 because
of the conlidential nature of ¥IDI {iles. This Bureocu ig strictly
8 fact-gathering agency, and information in our filca is available
for oificial uge only., We muzke no evaluations and draw no
conclusicns as to the character or integrity of individuals, publications
or organizztions.

I trust that you will not infer from my inability to be
of agzistance cithar that we do or that wo do not have information
pertaining to the subject mautter of your lstter.

Sincerely yours,

John Edgar Hoover
Dircctor



Letter to GuIINS——— | October 8, 1956
a4

NOTE: Bufilegslll®® reflects that American Friends Service Committee
has opposed military confkct, preparedness and drafting of men since its
foundation in 1817. It is very active in local and foreign relief. During
World War @I it assisted conscientious objectors, and in cooperation
with the U, 8. Government aided in reallocating Japanese from the
west coast, It sponsored and aided Pendle Hill, a school for study of
racial and religious problems in Wallingsford, Pennsylvania, This
school had occasional visitors who were security risks, but there was
no indication that they carried on subversive activities through or at
Pendle Hill. There have been reports of communist infiltration,and in
1842, American Friends Service Committee was investigated under the
caption, e 2nd was found not engaged in subversive

activities. IR issot identifiable in Bufiles.

*

-
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Chairman , " Executive Secretary Executive Secretary Emer
Hesxay ). Capsvay ' > Lewis M. Hosagns

Cuuuc:l}_—hn.u:
‘ < /{
‘American Friends Service/IConimittee ,

! - TRCORTURATED

"l‘\\'"ent:_\' South Twelfth Street
_ A .
Philadelphiay, -«ﬁ-' Pennsvlvania

Telephone, Rlyrexsorse 6-9372
October 16, 1?55

' Dear Friend: ’

¥o create, by esome higher drive of spirit. visions of a world that
ought te be, and those vislons make us forever dissatisfied with the
world that is. It is through these visions that we reshape and re-
oonatruct the world that is being made. - Rufus M. Jones

Helping "to reshape and reconstruct the world® is the tesk to which the American
Friends Service Committee is dedicated.

In India, Italy, end El Salvador, end among Americen Indians, for example, the Com-
mittee aids villaegers to reshape their own world of depressing poverty. New ideas
in care of heglth, raisling of food, and earning a living, presented with sensi-
tivity to culturel values, often bring about changed attitudes and self-confidence.
These people are then better able to continue on their own initiative to cope with
their problems.

Among young pecple in this country and ebroad, we seek to broaden thelr horizons
through summer projects such as work camps and internationsl student seminars,
through school mffiliation, end through activities in neighborhood centers in Ger-
meny, Jepan, and Israsel. We hope they will cetch & vision of the world that ought
to be, for they will be the vital lemders of tomorrow.

Recently we have undertaken a program to help smooth the way from segregated to in-

tegrated echools in & limited erea of the South. In addition, we continue to press

for equal housing and job opportunities for mincrities in several parts of the
_United States so that their world may be changed for the better.

Our conferences for diplomats of many countries provide an opportunity for them to
coma together in an informal way and discuss their problems as representatives of
nations. These meetings, held in a setting conducive to mutual helpfulness and

deeper understanding, are 8 new technique for working toward a lessening of world
tensiona. It was encouragipg to us to have representatives from the $- .-t Union

and Peland at the most recent conference. m ”

In the enclosed folder you will r .o of these other woys in which we work
to wake reality of our vislon. We hepe it is your vision, too, mand that you will
want to contribute as generously as you can. Your gift will be greatly appreciatcd

’ / o ’ Yery truly yours, -

7

7

Lexlis

Our fricnds often urge us to make the Committeo®s work more widely kmown. If you
are alroady o contributcr, we bope you will understand that our policy of low—cos

— = a e hmml e wiamLa C)&"



Tius youne EcveriaN wants to prepare for
leadership responsibility, His country, strug-
gling to find its place in the modern world,
needs men of vision, This calls for something
beyond forinal education. 5o he takes part in

an AFSC international senvinar with 29 other
leaders-to-be from 2t other countries. Four

weeks of talk and tenms, dishwashing and dis-
cussion in this miniature workl community
help reveal dhe human values that transcend
national divisions.

The world 15 too small wday for any to

remain strangers, The AFSC everal

works in s

witys 1o bring together persons {frony ditferent
national backgrounds:

o International centers support creative con-
tacts at such world crossroads as Washington,
New York (United Nations), Geneva, Paris,
Vienna, Delhi and Tokyo.
* Younger diplomats from

around the olab

in-

4

n
discover new bases {or unclcm.uulmg n
formal conferences in Europe and Asia,
¢ Government, cmbassy and press groups in
Washington explore current social research
bearing on international relations. A similar
seninar meets at the UUN,
o International student centers, like the semi-
nars in the U. 8., Euwrope and Asia, are con-
cerned  with those who soon will be in
responsible roles.

R |

'______,_.....-—--*—‘
e (111 huusmg in a bll5llle(l

Piuladclphm area.
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are stories
Each
one found what he needed through the

AMERICAN FRIENDS
SERVICE CONMMITTEE

—because persons like you made it possible
.« unto
one

person asks for heip, Here

of six persons who needed help.

I was naked

, mevv moniey and mate-
rials, Together they show the love of God in

service. The spirit remains that of one person
reaching out to one other person.

T YR TR RRCTrY




('.I”Id Qll.ll\l TS, lllc A SC i \llppurtul .md
staffed by people of many fuiths, Its cash
budget for 193657 is approximately $3.-
145,000; dothing and U. 8. surplus foods
valued at $3.500,000 are anticipated. It has
12 regional offices Ioulcd at Austin, Tcx.xs.
Camm'ii.ge, .‘uaaa, \Juu.abu, lll.j \.uuuu-
bus, Ohio; Des Moines, Yowa; Greenshoro,
N. C.; Pasadena, Califl.; Philadelphia, Pa.;
Portland, Ore.; Richmond, Ind.; $an Fran-

cisco, Calif.; and Seattle, Wash,

American Friends Service Committee

INCORPORATED

Twenty. South Twelfth Street
Philadelphia 7, Pennsylvania

¥

In service—as with these ware- g
b

house volunteers—youth  finds ]

a broader horiron and  age ™y

knows a continuing usefulness. 1

FPhotos :? Worth, Frem Frakesh,
Campbell Hays, Devigne, Hetzel
No. 327-~1253—8.56—3 E. «i»

This cirL learned about mentl illness dug-
ing ten weeks as an attendant in a hospital.
As a member of an AFSCaarranged project she
found how loving cire cui win response from
clouded minds. She may decide on a career
that will help the mentally il Or she may
use her experience someday as background
for citizen action — in a local menwal health
society or when she marks her ballot on a
bond issue.

Other young people look at how they also
can be part of the cure rather than .part of
social ills. About 1000 enter AFSC projects

for a swmmer or longer. Many more take part
in week-end projects,

Besides institwuional service units, projects
incdudde:
« U. 8. work camps to help Indians, migrants
and urban slum dwellen.
» Village work projects in Meéxico and El
Salvador,
* Overseas work camps in Europe, [apan,
Isracl and Kenya,
e inwernes in fow-paying industriai jobs.
* Internes in community-serving agencies.
¢ Seminars on domestic and international
problems,




Lu- d b

* School afhliations hink more than 200 U, S,
and overseas schooly  to exchange  leters,
projects and persons, N i

» Educational materials relate thousands of
children 10 world nceds through service
pl’UjC(iS.

s Radio discussions of domesuic and world
affairs are provided for educational and other
stations.

THEe BARs on this prison did not keep this
Negro child in. They kept her out. It was the
prison of race discrimination. Only one per
cent of anew post-war private housing  bhas
been open to Negroes, who arve 5 wenth of the
population. But now she can grow up in a
neighborhood happy and strong in its diver-
sity. Her parents and others had the counsel
of an AFSC staff member as they. warked {or
new howsing patierns. The AFSC is helping
to develop more opportunities in several
localitics,

Persons who know other barriers get AFSC
support. Merit employment programs oper-
ate in three northern and three southern
cities. (Local church and business leaders have
taken over the five-year-old Dallas program.)

Indians face additional problems as federal
supervision decreases. The AFSC helps meet
various needs on reservations and in crowded
citics in  Arizona, California and South
Dakota.

Other programs touch integrating schools
in North Carolina and eclsewhere, Latin-
Americans in Texas, migrants in Northern
California, prisoners and parolees tn Cali-
fornia and self-help housing in a blighted
Philadelphia area.
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Fortunately, the six stories in this folder
can be multiplied by tens ar hundreds or even
thousands — because many persons care about
others, Much more remains to be done. But
each act of helping one other person releases
its share of fove and hope to challenge the hate
and fear in the world. )

While the needs are enormous, cach of us
must do what he can. Some things can be done
most readily through joint effort. Some persons
give their tinie as local volunteers or unsalaried
overseas workers. Many give money and mate-
rials, Together they show the love of God in
service. The spirit remains that of one person
reaching out to one other person,
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T 18 ITALIAN LAD was born
o the puverty that goes
with poor land, poor health

angd being almost cut off

=i e dsinAi LB

from the rest of the world
for four centuries. He is warm now in his
fine coat. Even when the classroom at the
literacy center gets chilly, he can sic quietly
while his father drinks in ideas thut will en-
rich his life. People who can {eel comfortable

and sell-resnecting are more ready to chanee
ang sei-rospodiing ard more reacy o ounge

“heir own lives.

The AFSC hopes to send a million pounds
of clothing and other supplics given by indi-
viduals and businesses— plus 12 million
pounds of U. S. farm surpluses — 1o meet
special welfare needs in ten countries this year,

But direct relief ought usually to be for a
short term —until a person can become seli-
sufficient, Most Quaker service tries o help
people take hold of their own problems.
That's healthier for the receiver, and healthier
for the giver.

His DRINKING WATER
used to come from a
pmu[ where men and

drank. Now this Indian
tot pumps safec water
from his grandfather's
covered well. An AFSC
worker in India designed the well and hclpcd
lnst.u!l the pump Though the well is in a
i > i ii'd. the g!dd owner is reac
et others use it '

Add together many deas for health and
food production, child care and cottage indus-
try, literacy and community organization.
Shape them to local patterns. Help people
weave them into their own hives. Call it vil-

lage work or neighborhood ceiters or com
munity development, In forms w0 it varied
conditions the AFSC helps it along in India,
Pakistan, Korea, Japan, Israel, Lialy, Germany,
Ei Salvador and on U, §. Indian reservations,
(Several projects have moved toward self-
sufliciency during the past year.)

1 was thirsty

BESIDFS FEFDING persons’ bodies, the AFSC
tries o satisfy other hungers. This high school
gitl is eager to know her world and the things
that make for peace. Her home town seems
remote from national and imternational deci.
sions. Now in Washington she points a ques-
tion on racial problems o a South African
embuassy official. She is one of 25 teen-agers
who are spending a long week-end in the na-
tiot’s capital. They can document their study
of public isues with visits 1o those who are
directly involved,

Several tmies a year the AFSC brings lm,h
school or college-age groups to Washington
or the United Navions, At other age levels,
oo, the AFSC works ac satisfying minds
hungry for world undenstanding:

e Community conferences and swimmer insti-
tutes in many places in the U, S inform
adults, students, Tamilies and prepare them
for individual action.

o Organized church groups are offered guid-
ance in their peace emphasis.

TATTE 7 SR T P e




Enclosed is my contribution for the work

of the Americon Friends Service Committee,

NAME

ADDRESS

Make checks payoble to Amerkan Friends Service Commitiee, 20 5. 12th St., Philadeiphia 7, Pa.

BUSINESS REPLY ENVELOPE

NO POSTACE NECESSARY IF MAILED IN THE UNITED STATES

POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY

AMERICAN FRIENDS SERVICE COMMITTEE

20 SOUTH TWELFTH STREET

PHILADELPHIA 7, PA.

FIRST CLASE

PERMIT MO, 17
BEC. 349 P L. A

PHILADELFHIAF



OFFICEZ MEXORANDUM - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO: DIRFCTOR, PRI ~
j , DATE:/&V%ZJKgig
FROM: sAC, cyIcacoyiiniiD
SUBJRCT: COMMUWIST PARTY FRONT ORGANIZATICKS
AND IBFILTRATICN OF RIGHT LED ORGANIZATIONS

Chicaro Co-Oridinsting ) .
Committee on Disarmament (CCCD}

ReBulet and Chicago letter dated Cctober 5,
1955, both capticned "Chicago Co-Ordinsting Committee on
Disermsement, ; Chicago letter to
Bureau entitled "American Assocliection fer the United
Nzticnsg, Ine., Tllinels and Greater Chiczgo Divisicn,
dated April 9, 1956, =nd Bulet
dated Cctcher 5, 1956 entitled "Cominfil of“Americen
Friends Service Committee,. Y.

On July 12, 1556, A, vho has furpished
<«

reliable information in the past, furnished SA
R ;1 th the resolutions of the 2nd Chicege Dlsarmamen
Ccnference held May 12, 1956, which ere set out as fcllows:

"PREAMBLE:

“"The gcal of universal, comprehensive, contrclled
disermement must continuzlly be kept in sight. The hunsn
will c¢an achieve this goal and the meens of stimulating
that will must be studied,



oo N

"1, Development of &n atmosphere favorable to
disarmament.

"The ceauses of military policies are complex,
but in the main, nations arm because they wish to change
the policy or practices of other countries, or becauss
they fear others ere planning to change their policies
“or practices., Special Interests that profit by military
preparation exert some, but not a major, influence on
armament policies. The suggesation that the American

s — [ -y
sconomy depends upon military expenditures is alsoc &

limited truth, There is evidence, especially from
the years immediately after World War II, that a free
economy can progress by programs of peaceful economic
development initiated by government and industry.

"Every nation tends to disarm under tax payers
pressure and the desire to use armament savings for
economic development, if sll nations are moderately
satisfied with the political situation or are convinced
that necessary changes cen be effected by peaceful methods,
and if none feers attack or militery pressure, So long
gs either the east or the west plans to "liberate' peoples
by military means, peace will be precarious.

"Political negotistions to settle present dias-
putes, establishment of agencies and procedures. adequate
to settle future disputes, arrangements for eassuring
collective security against eggression, development and
strengthening of international law and a broader sence
of world citizenship and the criminality of aggressive
war, end international cooperstion for eliminsting serious
grievances contribute to removing national dissatisfactions
and fears, and to create an atmosphere favorable to :

o g e Y

UJ.D [ - Juu...ucut *
"The conferencs therefore urges:

"1, Continual efforts to settle concrete
issues between the United States and the Soviet Union;

"2. Continuel strengthening of the United
Nontions so that it may echieve its purposes, and use .
of 4its faclilities to settle disputes to eliminate inequaliﬁ-
ties among peoples, and to elevetle levels of living; L

-2 -
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"3, Netional and International plenning to e
the transition from s r to a peace economy with public
of such programs to relieve anxleties concerning unemplec
ment and disarmament proceeds;

"IL,. High level declarations or suitable
to esteblish confidence in the peaceful

¢ s
¥ ns of governments,

i3
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et b
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. -
[% U

O

ern

"II. Immedisate steps Toward Dissrmament

fArmament building by one state generates
Tear of asttack by others inducing an arms race which
continusally augments tensions, often eventuating in
war. Consequently, disarmament agreements should not
walt upon the success of pollitical ectivities to reduce
international tensions.

"The deatructiveness of modern wespons mskes
major war mutually suicidal and irrationasl, yet such
wars might result from the expansion of a "nibbling
aggression", from the conviction of a government
that esnother government is sbout to ettack and conse-
quently 1t must gain the advantage of prior attacl,
or from the conviction by a state that it 1s losing In
the arms race and will eventually have to submit to

. I S R
QUMINECLCL.

"To alleviate these dangers, immediate steps
should be taken to organizs collective security through
the United Nsations against “nibbling agression", to
eliminate fears of sudden attack, to stop the arms reace;
to 1limit the threat of thermonuclear war, end to assure
immediate knowledge of the breach of any disarmament
agreement,

"To these ends:

"l. We resolve since testing of large nucloar
wegpons can be detected at & distsnce; since the genctic
psycholorical, moral and politicnl effscts of =sucn tusts
are harmful, end since the United States has conducted
more nuclear tests than any other government, a telogror
should be sent immedimrtely to President Eiscnhower urgin
him to declarc that the United States will zuspend furth

-3 -
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nuclear tests of a type detectable at a distance so
long as other governments sbstain from such tests,
We also urge the negotiation of a treaty banning tests
of nuclear weapons of a type detectable &t a distance
end providing for monitoring by a United Nations agency
through posts at: suiteble polints in the world. Ko party
to such treaty should be free to terminate its oblization
until the United Netions sgency haess found that another
state has made a test contrary to its obligetions,

"2, We urge establishment of an internationsl
agency, similar to the "Atoms for Peace" agency, for the
scientific development of intercontinental rockets and
earth satellites, thus eliminating secrecy on this
subject snd dlrecting aclentific advance 1In the field
to human purposes not to mutusl destruction. We favor
sgreements banning the testing of long ranze missiles
for detecting such tests are perfected, and urge study
of the problem by a suitable internatiocnal agency.

"3, We support agreement for serial and
ground inspectlons to gssure Immediate lmowledge of any
mobilizing for attack, and to faclllitate the conclusion
of such en agreement, the conference urges immediate
agreement to conduct demonstratlon tests 1in selected
non~sensitive areas of the United States and the Soviet

TTv £ A
Villiilie

. We urge negotistions, as a Tirst step in
reduction of armements, of an arms truce, assuring for
8 period of time no substantial increasse of military
budgets, of stock piles of weapons, or of number of
effectives such truce to be verifled by full exchange
of military budgets and blue prints of armaments and
armed forces,

"5, We urge establishment under the United
Rations of an armament control agency to recelve, snalsy-e
gnd dlsseminate information on armaments, to supervise
seriel snd ground inspections, to sgree upon progreans
of disarmement, end to declide, with 81d of advisory
cpinicns of the International Court of Justice, upon
eny vicletion of an armement or arms testing agreement,

T ,
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"ITI, Action in the Chicaco area.

"To maintain active interest in the problem
of disarmament and peace in the Chicago Area, we urge
that a permanent continuing Chicago Coordinating Councll
on Disarmament under the leesdership of the local United
Nations Asscciastion be established thrcough the initiative
of Mrs. Elda Maynard, director of that mssasocleticon;
ammong the organizations here represented, to exchenge
information and ideas on the subject, to arrange
conferences, to urge hearings in the area by the Senate
subcomnittee on disarmament, to study loecal opinicn on
the subject, and to stimulate the will to achieve disarme
ment and peace,"

On July 30, 1956, ~ who has furnished

re%}gble information in the past, furnished &4

with information eoncerning a July G, 1G56 mecting

of the CCCD which meeting was held under the lcadershnin

of the AAUN, Informant advised that

, was scheduled to speak before the

Democratiec Nationel Convention concerning the reaclutions

made at the May 12, 1956 Disarmament Conference, menticne
above,

Files of the Chicago Office fall to indicate
CP membership or strlict adherence to CP pollcies on
the part of

Informant reported that the purpose of tho
Coordinating Cormittee moetings was to promolec and
publicize the subiect of disarmament to the public.
The source maede available the mimeographed minutes of

-5 -
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the first meeting of the CCCD. The meeting was called tc
bym of the AAGN and present st tae

meeting were representatlves of the following proups:

United World Federalists

Congregational Women's Fellowship
Council of Cathelics Women

uuuuuuuu R L e e W LRSS =2"2 ¥

American Humanlist Association
Chicrgo Ethical Soclety
Indevendent Voters of Illinois
Atomic Scientists of Chicego
Cooperatlive League of the USA
American Friends Service Committea

willibesmaattitnieabttnseeeniil, .o
reprgsented tne Amerlicen Friends Service Commlttee, anz
M who represented the Atomliec Sclentis*s

of Chicago, were present at this meeting.

The topic for discussicn wes whether thers siculd
te enother disarmoamant conference in Chirnpo., It was

agreed thet another conference should Ye held, yrobetly
in February, 1957 Tt was supregted (hel o menber of tiae
United !:ntionsW‘w amony, the

818 BIETS, o

*
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It 18 noted that re Chicago letter dated Arril °©
1656 entitled "American Associction for the United Natlons
Inc., Illinols and Greater Chicego Divisicn,

gset cut information regarding the naticnsal

officers as well as the Chicago officers of this organiza-
tion. Amcng the promlnent pecrle who are connected with
this orgenization are SUMNEIR WELLES, former Under-Secr~ta:
of Stete, Honorary President of the national organization,
‘Mrs. FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT, Chaeirman, Board of Covernors,
nationsl orgenizstion, and ADLAI E, STEVENSON, member,
Board of Directors, Illincis Division,

No further investigation of the CCCD, which is
under the leadership of the AAUN, other than In’orment
coverage will be mede &t this time and UACB, this file
will be closed until such time as it appears thst the CT
1s effecting some domlination or control of this organizst:
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Cominfill American Service

Friends Cemnittes (ASFC)(Bufile*

Rebulet October &, 1956 captioned ebove instructed
Chicaro to furnish the Bureau with & report incorporating
ell informetion contained 4n the files of its office since
the submission of the report of SA JNNINENANE Jr. doted
Aupust 24, 1655 at Chicego. Relet further instructed that
the Bureau be hereafter promptly advisaed upon receipt of
information concerning "newly formed known or suspected
Communist front organizations" and alsoc cases previously
c¢losed or RUC'd by this office and then reopened for
investication.

As the Bureau i{s aware, the AFSC has connections

with the Religious Soclety of Friends oripginally incorporated
in 1917. Thiladslphia 18 office of origin in this case

. and Chicaro 1is only in possession to two reports of the

P f‘

o)

i of origing, these being the report of SA
ﬁ Priiledelphis, February 24, 1955 and of S4 ‘
dated August 18, 1955. The aims and purpcses of the

AI'SC arc allezedly to relieve human suffering end to ease
tensions betwoen individusls, groups, &nd nations.

This organizatlon, therefore, does not come
within the definition of a Communist front organizstion,
On the contrary, there 18 evidence that 4t i3 a "“right
led pacificist eroup'" and is so recognized by the CP,

Chicavo files contein information received sub-
eequent to the report of SA “dated Aurmaat 2, 1955,
This information conalsts of AFSC participation in a number
of conferences, meestings, etc, with known Communist led
‘peuce organizations es well as information concerning
numerous mcetines or ite own sponsorship on the subject of
pesce and forelgn policy. Some of these meetinps were

participsted in by known members of the CP, On Aumist 25;
1955, * m reportedly
met with Cuekers 1In Chicsero and was cordianlly recelved and

promised financial aid in his MRl trial,
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On October 5, 1956
gl ¢ the AFSC was Chairman of & symposium entitled
"Whrat'as Next for the American Left?" It was held in
Chilcaro, This symposium had such speskers at it as
of the Socislist Union of America,

i of the CFP, USA,
W of the Emergency Civil

of

Libterties Committee, and
the Revolutiormry Workera Leagus.

Present CP Position Regarding . : ' C T e
CP Front Organizations end Tactics of .

CP in "RKon-Cormunist Right

Led Orpanizations™ =

This letter is submitted under the above ception
because 1t ia believed to involve & policy matter which
requires clarificaticn in the light of the new CP tactics
of abolishnent of its YCP front organizationa" as such, and
of redirecting its members for tactlcal reasons to a
promotion of the Party "united front" progrum of working within

"non-Communist right led mass organizations."

Section 87E of the manual reluates to Communist
front orpanizetions, nationalliast type organizetions, end
miscellaeneous organizations, Specific instructions exist
as to organizations that are political in character;, to
PTA, etc. There are no specifiec instructlions contuined
therein regurding the handling of cases irvolvine Cowminfil
of relipious, semi-relipious, pacificist, or other "richt
lad" orgenizations that the CP is working in at tho prrcsent
.time in c¢onnection with the development of i1its united front
prorrem,



CceG

Information regarding é%e current CP program on
the 1ssues of peace and foreign policies and the FParty's
prorram of activitlies in peace and pacificist organizations,
is set forth in Chicaro letter to the Bureau of January 10,
1956 entitled "COMNMUNIST PARTY, US DISTRICT #8, DOMESTIC
ADMINISTRATIVE IS3WES", Bufile &

It appears that the question in these cases resolves
itselfl into a policy matter which would include the question of
possible embarrasament to the Bureau by an investication of religic
-pacificist, and politicel organizations which are not
Comrnunist fronts or Communist controlled, end, in fact, are

"richt led organizations". The United I\sations Association

- 10 -



is another organization felling into this category. Communists
are working in this 'I’iiinﬁ d" organization which has as
one of 1ts sponsors .

As the united front of the CP continues to
develop and gain momentum, “an ever increasing number
of individusl members of the CP will be noted participating

in the sctivities of & number of "right led" mass organiza=
tions. Thsy are rnow particlpating in the affairs of the
Republican and Democratic parties, in Btnal Brith, in church
groupsg, and in other similar types of organizations, At
first, Communists will work in these organizationa and not
necessarily control them but instead, will attempt to

. Influence their policies and programs when they coincide

— with the desires of the Party on issues. It is felt that

, instructions are necessary to supplement 87E of the manual

v with regard to when Investirations should be initiated in

) right led mass organizations in which the CP members are

deslienated to work in but not necessarily to contrel,

With repard to the Bureau's request for & report.on
tha dmaminsrn Prderda Soarvias ho NMacoambhaw O AL el a Al e
WALIT SUUTL AWG L LATlIKe CUEVALVG WYy DUV OTLiOST 2y 4700V Wllls DILI1ILC0

will held the prepsration of this report in abeyance until
instructions eare recsived from the Bureau.

In connection with the above observations, this
office has pone into considerable length, but it was thourht
hecessary to develop the matter fully along these lines in
order that the Bureau could have the complete thinking of
this office.

In view ol this new overall tactic of the CF to
plece its members in non-Communist "right led mass organizations"
rather than working within its own "left led™ or front
-organizastions, it 1s the view of this office that this is a
newWw problem which reguires new consideration with repard
to the hendline and reportine of informsestion concerning
these "rirht led" mass organizations where Communists ars
workineg within these orgenizations for tactical resscons. If
the Buresu's views are thaet inveatiesticns should be
conducted whenever it is determined that Communists are
workins in "richt led'" organizations, it would necessarily

- 17 o
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follow that investirations could be required on rellgious
orecanizaticns, all pecificist organizations, and even on
the Republican and Democratic parties.

- 12 -
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Oﬁ?ce Mezm " W#2 o UNITED ST~ OVERNMENT

, : pirecTor, FBI QA DATE: November 15, 1§
| %/ sac, cricano il

SUBJECT: - COMMAMIST TNFILTRATION OF THE -

- AMURICAN FRIFEDS SERVICE COMMITTEE

Rebulet 10/5/56; CG let entitled "Communist Party
Front OriiFizations and Infiltration of Rirht Led Crpaniza-
tions, S dated 10/12/56; and Bulet 11/8/56 advising CG
to handlo this matter in accordance with proviesions of SAC
Letter (Rugs - :

A review of the file of the captioned organizeticon
Tails tc reflect that the Communist Party-has “specifically™
instructed 1ts members to infiltrate this organization, nor
is there evidence that the Communist Party has infiltrated
the organization in sufficient strength to influence or control
it.

In view of the above, no muthority to investigate
this crganizstion is being requested from the Buresau; however,
Chicero wlll continue to carefully be on the alert for svidence
of Communist Farty specific instructions to infiltrate the
organization, )

22|



Hr. Morley -

December 6, 195
AIRTLL

SACS, KGU YO:!‘I:
flbeny
Chlienro
Cilacinnntl
Clevelend
Los An;;olces *
Pittsbur:n
San Prancisco

YOUNG SOCIALIST LUAGUE, INTERNAL SzCURITY (e

who has furnishoad reliable fnform.ation
in the pant, has adviscd tL&u the Jiavionel Cffice o tih2
Younr Saciallist League {(Y¥YBL) iz plenning to fern a eowcitteosn
to stert a ériva on eivil rirnte on & natlonnl baris. Uhds
commit tea iz to involve thcimerican i'riends cervics

Committon (AFSC), the Sociolint rerty ;P), &né any othor

“Effﬂn* ‘Tion &vailable to porticipata, fThe comcittes is

to be controllad by the YLL and is intendod to show student
consclicarity with tha Hero strurrle. 5he 1c¢oa of the
caxiitias 18 to ralse roaecy ond donntao it to ¢auses such
a3 the ilontroriery, Alzbace, bus borrcotts, The carrol:m

s arvwar- 1 Yat £ abavmi 4m nu'n"lvr Tinnonrl-rym Aanma 41 1% t{n(nw»—-—r- &=
e WP Oy B d e T e T s A [ TR~ W - add W b .’ A e e A g RS LIL - iy B R l.lL

advised thet to date thies cormittes has not bocn noned,.

All officen ere instrmicted to clar: all cources
tnd informants for any 4nfonmeiion re~arding the poesillo
formotion of the comnittes mantionel sbove,

Any information concernin~ the forraticen of
this corzilttes 1s to be furnisned ¢to the Durecu without
¢eloy, Nufficlant coples of corresponcence gnduldé be
subritted to the Lureau to nllow copies to Lo placed in
the Builles concerning the A0 and Ll

-

licover



SAC, Vew York W(Orig & 1) - 12-19-56

, Direc tor, Fal

&
¢

ALLR, FRIENDS C'Oﬂ.

HeNYairtel 12-14-56.

It'arpears subjfect organizatien refers
to Anerican Ffriends Coimaittee which 1:ay be affiliated
with the Keligious Soclety of #Friernds (Quakers). Ul
discreet inguiry (ndilcates subject organization {3 a
legitinate religious organizatlion, the Bureau should
be advised and no further action should be taken.

L
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OFFICZ I'THORANDUM « UNITED STATZES GOVIRKMINT

70 : DIRECTOR, FOI (SSlpalllY  DATE: 4 4 I
FROM :  sac, Nzv YORX (MmN
SUBJICT:  YOU'SG SOCIALIST IE

Rebuairtel, 12,/€,56, Re Chicago alr-tel to the
Rureau, 12/11/55; renyaint el 12/13/56 znd rel eNYlet to the
BQPEQL, 11 fct$/56 captioned "Ia Friendship; G»."

* LEAGUE . B
L

who has furnished reliable
information In the past, hes advised that the National

Offlce oi the Young Socialist league {\qr\ 15 DI =nning to

form a coumittee to star: a drive on civil riLht° on a

national beasis. According to the informant, the
committce is to involve the American Friends Service

Cowumittiee, the Soclalist Party and any other orgahization

N £ o~ amm "t Y s A
9"9115‘1( 1'(\ pgrvicih"q-b- Thb l...uumiuu':!: i8 UU uc \.UHLLU.L.I. u

vy tht ¥Y3L and 1s intended to show student
consolicarity with the Meyro struggle. The purpose of
the comi.i:iee, accordinz %o the informant, 1s to raise
money antG Gonzte it to causes such as the Montgrernery,

Alabama, Lus poycott. The campaipn was scheduled for early
Decerniner,



e e mee -

Fettey to DIRKECTOR, FBI
Ny M ,

-

. By air-tel dated 12/6/56, the Bureau advised
NY and pertinent offices that informatlon concerning this
comaittee should be furnished to the Bureau without delay
with sufficient copies to allow the information Lo be
place¢ in 3Bureau flles relating to the American Friends
Service Committee and the Soclalist Party.

on December 10, 1956, dulliMaew 2dvised that the

h.n*‘o.u. for rr‘eeoon comnlttee was De:.ng IUI‘NEU Dy uﬂe

Y8l in VY and it was hoped that a nation-wide campalcon would
develop, The informant acdvised that all YSL units were being
inssructed to set up working committees in their areas, The
aim ol the campalgn 1s to get 5,000 signature on a petition
relating to civil rights, Each person signing the petition
is to donate at least $.25 and get a campalign button. The

petition is to be presented to President EISENHOVIZR on
Lincoln!s birthday.

Other information developed in conneciion with
this canpaign indlicates that this campaign is not solely
A& YSL cctlvity and further that a separave organization
was formed, which organization 1s identified as the sponsor
cf the "inroll for Freedom Campaizn." In this connection,
the 3,/25/55, issue of "The Vorker' (page six, column three)
contaliued an article entitled “*In Friendship! Rallies Assistance
to Neirvo Victims of Dixie Squeezv," This article reflects tnat
"In Friendship" had recently been formed by representatives
of 75 iTY churches, unions, fraternal socletles, etc, Among
the orcanizations represented at the organizing meeting of
"In Priendship" were the National Association for tne
Advaacerent of Colored P=ople, American Jewish Conzress,
American Veterans Commlttee, the Brotherhood of
Sleepin:; Car Porters and etc,

As set forth in re NY air-tel of 12/13/56, the 12/10/30
issue of "younr Sociallsi Challengze," published as page five
of "Labor Action®,noted that the National Action Committee of
the Y3L had snnounced 1ts support of the Enroll for Freedom

~ Campaicn, which was to be under the auspices of "In Friendship",

122 &, 57th St., NYC, & new organilzation set up "to provide
econondc relief for victins of the racist terror in the South,"

-2 - N



-

_Lettca. 2o DITECTOR, FBI
NY'...'lilill

The V0O Willl follow and report actlvities of the
YSL as theYy relzte to the "Enroll for Freedom" carmpaign
and l1:7ommation will De furalshed to the Bureau without delay,
Offlces receiving a copy ©f this matter are requested to follow
closcly the YSL activities relating to the "Enroll for Freedon"
commiccees 1n thelr territories and report terilacnt
information expeditiously to the 3ureau and ny,
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FBI
Date: 1/17/57

. Transmit the following message via AIRT] '

| (Priority or Method of Hm’l:’n‘g}_

L / _
/. rrom: sa€, wev vorx neibbiiie

< |

(-

: /émsc'ma, FBI

_~" CBANGED ,
{_# AVERICAN FRIENDS SERVICE COMMITTER

Re NY airtel to the Bureau, 12/14/56,

£ioned, "AMER, FRIENDS comMH4. "

;] Fok hbedd bl e A by W w h B - L

e tmn TR

Title chianged reflects complete name™
as obtained below. New York telephone direotory
reflects 1listings American Friends Service Comuittee,
office, telephone number GR 3-2928, United Nations
Program, 345 E. 46th St., telephone nuumber MU 2-2745.
NY indices (NY B captioned, "COMUNIST
INFILTRATION OF THE AMERICAN FRIENDS SERVICE COMMITTER")
refiects organization was formed by the Socliety of .
Friends (Quakers). In accordance with Bulet NY,
12/19/56, NY will conduct no further investigation.
Instant case is, therefore, being closed.

R 2
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pirecTor, FBI GRS January 23, 1957
SAC, 10s ANGELES (ANNNNNR '

YOUNG SOCIALIST LEAGUE
s
00: New York

Re Bureau airtel, 12/6/56, instructing that the
Bureau be furnished information concerning "In Friendship,"
with sufficient copies for the Bureau files on the American
Friend's Service Committee and the Socialist Party.

On January 17, 1957, WM vho has rurnished

reliable information in the pacti
furmished SA with 2 copy of the

petiticn being c¢irculated in Les Angeles b¥ the YSL in
furtkherance of the activity designated as "Enroll for Freedom";
informant orally advised SA CAXES -on January 17, 1957, that
this activity is sponsored by a group or coumnittee known as
“In Friendship," headquartered in New York City, one of the
chief sponsors of which is the ¥YSL,

The copy of the petition i‘_umished by informant

is filed as L.A.m

A{:tached hereto for i'nfo-mation are photostatic-
coples of thils petition fcr the Bureau and Rew Yerk.
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; Oﬂice Memomndum thJTED STATES GOVERNMENT

DIRECTOR, FBI* DATE: 1/30/57
SAC, NEW YORK “

BISIN g aANSmTY L3948 ———————E

COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF THE
COAMERICAN FRIRNDS SERVICE COMMITTEE

: {(00: Philadelphia)

Re Bureau form 0-1, 1/22/57.

) A review of materlal recelved at this office
since report of SA «MjSGNEANMNIEN 7/17/56, in the
- captlioned matter discloses that Insufficlent information
i8 being received at the present time to.warrant maintaining the
matter in an open status, Accordingly, 1t is the intention of

+hie AfPPidnan A cnvhmid an DITA marvvAant 4n &#ha Acacns UAwatra ™ a
Wilir Wik 4T WU SUULLY il UL ASPVLV 4l wldT Lot , NVRCvClLl y o

Source at Binghamton, NY, advised concerning a discussion
&t a Triple Cltes Peace Councll Steering
" committee meeting which indicated that the American Priends
Service Committee (AFSC) at Philadelphia does not admit
Communists to membership, but that NYC does, Recontact with the
Bas disclosed that he believes the discussion
referred to the admission of Communists by the "New York State
Peace Council at New York City." By separate communication
this office 1s requesting the Albany 0ffice to recontact the
 Source for additional information as to identity of the
above group and connections 1t may have with the AFSC. Upon
receipt of the instant information, a report will be prepared
in this matter,
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.. ToTAMDARD PORY s, 94

Oﬁ‘ice Memze um - UNITED § . .OVERNMENT

TO

t

: Director, FBI * " DATE: _2/7/57

' ’ﬁ;ﬁ :  SAC, Philadelphia*

SUBJECT: _ COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF THE

7

— AMERICAK FRIENLS SERVICE
COIZITTEE 8

(00 - Philadelphia)

Rerep of SAMt Philadelphia, 11/18/55,
Rerep of SA W, at New York, 7/17/56.

Philadelphia letter dated 7/25/56.

As a result of rerep of SA MaININER, i1
Philadelphia Division reopened 1ts case file in instant matter
placing it in a pending inactive status to follow the activities
of this organization for Indication of CP infiltration. Since
that time, no Informatlion has been received indicating that the
National organization has been infiltrated by the CP or thet the
CP has made any attempts toc infiltrate the organization.

The file has been reviewed and it was determined that

the criteria as set out in SAC Letten” for investiga-
tion of Communist irfiltration into legitimate non-Communist

organizations has not been met insofar as pertains to the nationzl
orcanization.

There are 13 repgional offices of the Americen Friends
Service Committee throughout the United States. According to
Confidential Informant (MMM who has furnished reliable informa.
tlon in the past, and who is familiar with the policy of the
national American ¥Friends SBervice Committee, these regional office:
are more or less autonomous in that they are left free to manage
thelr own affairs on & local level., The natlonal organization
rules on policy matters, however, does not guicde the major offices
on matters of local policy insofar as membership is concerned, ‘
Inasmuch as there is no evidence of Cormunist infiltration of the
American Friends Service Committee on a national level, this cas
ig teing placed in a closed status, It is sugpgested that in the
event thera is any further evidence of CP infiltration of any of
the reg.onal offlces of AFSC, that the Field Division covering

the location of the regt n}.-?.q.q\ffice be considered as Office of

(Q-?)L/
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Maroh 15, 1957

Dear

Your letter dated March 9, 1957, has been
recetved and ths interest prompting pyour communication
i ppreciated.

While I would like to be of assistance in
connection with your tnquiry, I must advige that in
aocordance with a Departmental regulation, data .
contained In the files of this Bureau t8 malntained
as confidential and avatladle for official use only.
I am sure you will understand the necessity for this

regulation and no inj‘erence Will be drown bscause UJ

ny tnability to be of assistance that we do or do

not have in our files the information you have re-
guested,

Furthermore, for your information, the
FBI as a foot-gathering agenoy does not issue
evacluations or olearances of organizations, tndi-
vtduals or publications.

Sinoerely yours,

John Edgar Hooler
Director

259
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NOTE SAC, PHILADELPHIA:
Bufiles negative re correspondent.

Correspondent requests information re
American Friends Service Comnittee (AFSC), 20 South
12th Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, AFSC is
subject your designated file number. According to
- Philadelphic letter 2/7/57, the national organization
of AFSC does not meet the criteria for investigation
-of cominfil into legitimate noncommunist organizations,
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| Oﬁ%e Mefmmndum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

_ ™ * pIRecTor, FBI (RN . DatR:  3/26/57
> f SAC, NIW YORK niuANgm
BJECT:  _ coMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF THE . N

€> AMERICAN FRITNDS SERVICE
“COMMITTIE. - NEW YORK DIVISION

/ P, Y - J——

/ o. Ro.NY report of s TESMREREEPE-
: 7/17/56; NY letter, 1/3 >7, and Philadelphia

.letter, 2/7/5%.

Reference NY letter indicated the
intention of this oflfice to submit an RUC report:
in the captioned case. However, Ifrom a review N
of material reported to this office regarding the
subject organization, summarized below, it does
rot appear that sufficient information is avail-
able at this time to bring this matter within the
categories contemplated by the provisions of SAC '
letter MMM T is further noted that Philadelphia
is apparently no longer to be considered origin /’yy//
in this case.

“ source of the Albany Off‘ice,
“of Binghauton, NY, on 6/8/56 reported
concernlng a CI.:LSCU.SS].OI] W[l.LCIl UOOK p.LB.(.oB H.l.a a -
Steering Committee meeting of the Triple Citles
Peace Council at Blnghamton, NY. The point in

question was the proper procedure to be followed
in handlil the problem presented by the fact that
ad signed a card indicating

interest in Joining the Triple Cities Peace Councll

or being placed on the maliling list, E*
: One

W
‘of the participants in the discugsion stated

ad identified himself to her &s a CP
it

member, and that a directiveé had been received from

(AFSC official) to tell il .
that neither the Triple Cities Pesce Council nor

i the American Friends Service Committee admits
Communists o membership. Apparently there was,
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BOme l1urtner alsScusSsion Detween and
aan 1,10%6 as a8 CP member) to the effect

ES
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gy —

that Phlladelphia does not allow Communists into
their organization;. but ghat NYC does allow

them. upon rec act has stated that in
his opinion and belief and. Wwere talking
about the Philadelphia and NYC offices of the
American Friends Service Committee, thoubh

_______ I T

appareliuly nBl"G[lGI" DT- So stated.

I

i

!

/

Apparently this refers to the CP campaipgn

to promote the introduction of leglslation designed
to répeal the Smith pAct.

It would not appesar vn the [ repgo iy
fulfills the requirements of SAC 1ette“
Tfor active investigation of legitimate non-Communist

o]
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. organizations., Accordingly, this office is placing

the matter in a closed status, subject to reopening
upon receipt of information indicating that
conditions exist which would be within the pro-
visions of the previously mentioned SAC letter.
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May T, 1957

Department of Justice
Federsl Bureau of Investigation
washington, D, C.

Gentlemen:

A daughter of a c¢lient pf ours i1s interested in
an appointment with the-American Friends Service
Committee as a peace education agent whose duties
"WOUTG BE To encourage peace education groups on
college campuses throughout the country. Her
father has inquired of us as to whether or not
the American Friends Service Committee might
posgibly be a subversive organization.

Can you advise us whether or not it is on the
Attorney General's list of subversive organiza-

tiona. Your prompt reply will be appreclated
and will be treated as confidential i1f requested.

Very truly-yours,

273
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Your letter dated May 7, 195'.’, has been
received, . ’

: In response to your inguiry, I believe that
you would Uke to know that you can secure a copy of the list
of organizations which have Loen cited by the Attorney
Generzl as coming within the purview of Executive Order 10450
by directing a recuest to the Subversive Orgzaulzations Section,
Internal Cecurity Division, Unitzd States Department of
Justice, Washington, D. C. 1 hope that this information will

be of 2id. S

Ffincerely yours,

TMmanrkta
AFLd WL bW

John Edgar Iloover

NOTE: The American Friends Service Comﬁi{‘ttee has not been cited,

Gdnen e



