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June 20, 1928,

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director,
Bureau of Investigation,
Department of Justice.

My dear Mr. Hoovers

. If in order for you to furnish, I would be glad to

-
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have regume of any record on file concerning Al Capone - recently

v
known as the Chicago Gangster.

Capone 1is now residing at Miami or Miami Beach, Florida.
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September 15, 1930.
2,
3

A

Memorandum of telephone call from Mr., Richey, White House.

Lr, Richey said that Mr. Ralph Merritt, of Califormia,

was on his way over to the Depertment from the White House,
to see 'r, Hoover, and sugcested that it would be worth
while for .r. Hoover to telk to him,

Mr. Hoover said he would be glad to see Nr. Merritt,

Diqd.
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e ' I / 1. 8. Department of Fustice
. N o Burean of Inuestigation
3 Washington, B. .

September 16, 1930.

MAUORAYTDM FOR THE FILES,

Mr:\!ichgy, Secretary ito the Presidgfit, called by
telephone on the 15th. and said that Mkr. P.alph%rritt, of
Californie, would call to see me about & mattier which he was
desirous of submittinge for the Bureau's consideration. Mr rritt
celled and stated that he was actively connected with the apo
Growers issocistion of Celifornia., He stated tirt the Ferm Board
hed mrde extensive loans to this industry end that a Mr. Cenn was
the head of the industry, administerins the funds advenced by the
Ferm Board. e said that }r. Cenn had been in receipt of several
enonyrous comrmunicetions, as well as numesrous 'phone calls, from
ellered racketeer interests threatening his 1ife 1f he continued
tc carry out his propram. He stated that Mr.¥Cann hed been informed
thet he sheuld not core to New York or Chiceco and if he did so
Yo owruld ko W1led, Mr, Merritt wented to kmow whether there was
some protection the Depertment of Juatice could furnish kr. Cenn
i, view of his semi-official stetus in edministering the funds
advanced ac & loen by the Farm Beard. I informed Mr. Kerritt that
off-hand I gdid nct ¥now of eny law warrenting eny sction being teken -
but sureegfed thet he sutmit the entire matter to the representatives
of the Eérm Loan Board and if they thought it was possible to do so
the: mf~tt submit the metter to the Department of Justice, inquiring
¥hether it was & metter falling within tlke jurisdiction of the

Depertment and wleikber protection could be furnished Mr. Cann in
the capacity be was serving.

Mr. lsrritt left saying he would sutmit the matter to

the Ferm Lozn Rureau.
Very truly yo ;ZT,Z?/ _
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Memorandum of telephone ¢all to Mr. Ralpéﬂ-:e/n'itt.

kr. serritt said a mistake hed been made in addressing
the letter to lir. Dodge instead of Ar. Dodds. That the
Far: jmmm Doard had written it and it is now an the desk
of l.r. Dodds, Assistant Attorney Gensral.

lr, Hoover said he had made inquiry late yesterday but had
been advised that the letter was not yet in. ukr. Kerritt

sald it was not sent over until late yesterdey. Lkr. Merritt
said that when a conclusion is reached he will be very gad to
core over and see !lr. Hoover. Lr. Hoover said lir. Dodds would
not be in town until tomorrow but that he will talk to him to-
morrow morning, and will more than likely give Mr. MNerritt a
rinc.
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Bo-fd hes been talking to her and hes given her 1nrornution’f,4_-
concerning the holding up of cars in the Chicego yards by 7 *N 3
recketeers, Irs. %lllebrandt msked if it eppesrs Irom the /

fects tl.at t-e Boerd hes disclosed - 1f the racketeers ere’ 5¥?w ZH
holding up cers, end going thru the yerds at Chicego - can -
the Tureeu post men there to check up on 1t. Mr. Hoover sail
he thought it outregeous * - Mrs. Willebrendt interrupted j~-—7
to sey to-t she is not interested et 11 in the protection or H
the mern (the mrz waio disburses the Loan) personally.

/

Lrs. Willebrandt says thut Yr, Tesgue hes the Chief Auction-

e-r of tue R-ilromd y»-rds here. Shke eskxed if the Buresu cculd not
ect if Lr, Hoover is given the story. ©She asked if it does not
£:11 within the Bureau's work. &Lrs. Willebr.ndt said thet af
course if the Federel Govermment steps in end mekes the recketesers
lose tv-t much more money they will be mll the more dengesrous to
the man.

r, loover suzrested thet Nrs. Tiilebrondt Leve lr, Teague come
ovel this morting and see v, Dodds., llrs. Willebrardt seid thet \
wihile 'r. Teague wes telking to her Yr, Dodds -nd !r, lerritt were
. in conference. Mr. Dodds wes very much interested but did not
heve the 1 ter inform-tion which is more complete. lir. Dodds sug-
gested tost men be mssigned to the Famm Board cpd peid by them, but
1t is thought thet this will not be es practical. Tke racketeers
keep tre cars in ¢ tie up so long th:t the ice meltsa wnd the contents

I of the c=rs are spoiled.

Mrg, #illebrs-ndt said she hes the neme of the Cepone Racketesr w10
is in cherge of tue yerds. They insist on being paid from &5 to
¢100 per cer before they will release them., IMrs. Willebrendt ssys

there will be such 7 long delay if they do :a& Mr. Dodds sugsssis.

Lras. willebrendt seid she would give Lr. Hoover the deteils wkich
Vr. Teegue had given her., She seld she wished to hrve the men see
‘r. Hoovar., Lx, Foover said !r. Dodds wes the oms he should see cnd
telk to end thet he would errange while lrs, vwillebrandt holds the
phone for e oo nference, {Celled yr. Dodds)

Mr. Dodds said he would see the men right awey snd Mr. Hoover said
he w2uld go in with them. ira. . 1llebrendt said ell the essur: nce
ghe desired was th<t Lr. iioover would take care of the m=tter,

LY

"
YU\'%

Lir. I er veid he would be so gled to be able to get Cepone in sone

WEY .

N
srid

g nqgt et tried the c:s88 he h-s. !rs, willebre-dt
r e thought alli%needs is for someone tZ—b“?F
wou 3 i n+-n ke h-a, -
he would do much moreYin:n ftubsuDED & INDEYD - ,lejij:é__j
z?s. ﬁille}é-ndt geve t nrmes of the men from Chiergo es Menry
Sohreiber;Ahreang, and¥ 111s. Mills 1s hesd of the! Aucti@iderBé JU -y
f
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Mrs. willebr-ndt sr1d thet these men are very shy of telking to
. mnyore but Mr. Tesgue. MNrs, Willlebr:ndt seid she would try to
heve the men®rounded up®. Thet they were with }r. Tesgue fifteen
m nutes sgo. r. lloover ssid Le would telk to Lr. Dodds befors
they errive.

LELEL ISR LSRR ELE 1}

Vemorandum of telephone cell from Mr. Teague.

l'r, Tezpue said he had telked with Mrg, Willebrandt and thet the

wmaw ome ta vatire 4+ hia APPIiaa st 1 9.0 Tia Asrnrnnt msat dn $Arisn
e e T bt AT widd 11 it MLO Wikl Hv e b e WP -l whlldlii Wl v 5‘! L4 41l LA AT LY

with them until then., They will come in to see I, Hoover then.
¥r. Teezue will c¢£ll Kr, Hoover end let him know, Mr. Hoover sug-
gested thet T, Teegue ¢ 11 tr. Dodds end let him know when they
ere conine over.

REnAR Ekn kN EnknknEkn knknkninEn

Mra, villebrandt telephoned to esk If l'r. Teegue hed gotten in
touch with 1. Toowr.
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4t 2 o'clock on the efternoon of the £0th instenty I attended

ornferance in the office of Mr. Nugent Dodde, when trere were present Mr.
Dodds, Kr. OSeaiEof lre O'Brian's Division, Mr, Donald D#Conn, Managing
Directer of the®elifor ia Vineyerdiets issociaticn, Cheirman, Ex-Commis-
sioner of the Fruit Industries, Inc,, 85 Second Street, San Francisco, and
v #erritt, formerly Managing Director of the Sunkiet Orange Co. and now
aesoci ted with Mr. Conn. The discuss:icn first revolved ebout the questicn
as to the power of We Jepartment under the statutes to assign &n Agent

of the Burssu to tb# Farm Loan Beard for cuch work a= the Farm Icen Board {
pizht direct, presumebly in connection with the protecticn of the person of v
¥r. Conn, whos> life hac b=en threstened by the®ccngaters of Chicago. Dot aM
beving any very definite ides as to what the matter was all about, I requested
X¥r. Conn %o relate the story which he did ani which was in substance about e
as follows: <
e J

F.r sever.l y-ars back it s=ems thet the gengsters of Chicego aad ':?

_N2@ Yerx verticularly have levied tribute against the grepe growers and -~
ghivpsrs of juice grapes in the form of an assessmant against each carload of 3

granes coming into Cbicage ani alsc in the form of an assessment of 3¢ agsins=t
each lug or crate of grapes sold st the Chicapo Freight Yards frau the cars.
I'r. Conn ststed that they nsd endeavored to combat this practice which led to
g depression of the grape mirket and in his efforts toascertain exactly what
e goineg on, he pleced & gangster by the nare of Joe'Ferrera, one of the
Capome group, on his payroll und ascertained the facts ‘with regard to this
racket which is designed to permit thz gangeters to buy in the grapes arriv- -
ing st Chicago at practically their own price because of the fact that they
destroy the market fcr ths grapes. He st:ted thet ths Chicago Pelice wers
ebsclutely under ths domination of the gangs; that during the grape shipping
season while the cerlosds of grapes were on the trscks at Chicago, the police
invariably conducted pumerous raids particulerly in the foreign section ot
chicago seizing and destroying smell lois of home made %ine and intimicating
the foreign populace s0 th-t they would not go %o the froight yards tno purchace
grepss end manufecture wine for their own consumption. He st: ted further thsat
the gengsters smployed sever«l men to warn the foreign element at the freight
yards to be careful e¢s the police =and Prohibiticn Department wer: sctive in
searcning out those who purchased grzpeé to mepufacture wine. He stzted
{urther thet Ferrera had given him the informmtion reletive tc the perscns
tehind this rscket. Ferrere's employment with Comn, of course, w&s supposed
to be unknown to Capcne but appar=.tly they learned scomething of his double

C/Q degline because 2 faw months back Ferrera snd his companion were shot and
S
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killed at C.icyc, an’ since that time Conn himself has receiveld several
comminications wernirz rim to discontinue his activities fcr thedgrave
growers, On one ogcasion 2 gangsters made a personal cell on him inm his
hotel room et Chicugo and again worned him not to return to Chicago. Mr.
Conn stated that there is no doubt but what the Canone crowd know of his
conmecticn with Ferrera and therefore are out to "get™ bim.

“hen lMr. Dolds obssarvad that l'r. Ixfgang hed called on him the
dey before, Mr. Conn immsdiately ststed that’ Irrgang was tied up hand end
fist with the Alre lo-E@jZn gang and that Irrgeng hes not only been fully
infcrred of all Mhe civcumstances ith regard to tzis recket but has him-
celf been & paviv to it; thet now epoarently the only reason he is complaein-
ing is because in additicn t~ the §20 assessment against each cer, which
Irrgeng himself has participated in, the Moran geng is edding a $20 assese-
ment, making §50 in ell and, of course, Irrgeng is now squealing because
the shoe is on the other foot. He st ted that Lessrs. Mille and God .
who accomp nied ir, Irrgang to the office of ilyr. Dodde, the day beftfre, and
hed previoucly bteen in conferencs with Kr. Tesgue of the Farm Board, were
henchmen of Irrgang, fully acyusinted with aell of the fucts and perties to
them. Mr. Comnn dic, however, s.ate that Irrgang's facts were correct and
thut the _epartrert might lock with profit tc IJrrgang for his side of the
etory. lT. Con. wa: particularly apxious to huve the Devnertment and Burceu
place Agent:z irn the freight yards at Chicego for the purpcse of observing
the e -tuesl weyment of the 3¢ lusz ccsessment on &ll persons buving grepes.
Ther= .5 no doutt in my mind but whzt hie real pursose was, end in fact he
edritted the same, to meke s dirplay of force or thne part of the Federal
Government in order to emhznce the nriee c¢f his grapes and obtain a better
net therefor. Ir fact, hz stated, that oo the thousende of carloads of grapes
mhizh red recent.y teen suipped tc the ksst from Celifornia, no shiper had
yet made any nroiit in iect practicelly 2.1 ¢f them had lost money cn gr=p3s
shipied to the Lg:ct; and thet they would continue to lose money unless soie-
thing were done ito break up the ectivities of the ganesters particularly 1n
Chicapo, lr. lerritt endeavored to argue that the Depar tment had a right
under the law tc e&ssign & vAn or mean to the larm Beard for any use thet they
might desirve to ma+e of them, Mr. Dodds, lr. Oseces end the writer combatted
that contention ond it wes ther:fore dismisssed. lr. Merritt, bowever, argued
toet the roverument end perticulerly the Farm Board hzd a property interest
in th: life and person of !Ir. Conn inmssmuchk as he, Mr. Conn, hed been desip-
natad fter carcful selection to disburse & million dollare for the Farm cozrd
in allevieting ths conditions in the prepe industry, Fe related the fret that
although the Parm Board had seen T1it to take over four hundred thoisand
tons of grepes out of the mapket in order to teke up the surplus by div:rting
thess grzpes to the mexing of medicinal wine for which lr. Doren of the
Preasury Departimnt had issued a special pamit, revertheless, the retail
rriza of ~rsoer in tae _ast tiis year is lover then cver belfore, end the Ferm
Sc rd's plen, ‘i cource, will prove an abs.lute failure unless drastic ection

i te™en.
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Mr. Dodds asked Mr. Conn for names of persons who would be in
a position to supply the Bureau and Depariment with facts relative to the
assessment againat the carloads of grapes and also relatiwve to the tribute exacted
against each lug at the freight yards. Mr. Conn statedthat he would beglad to
place the Agents of the Bureau in touch with & Mr. Mark Adamson, one of the
receivera of carload lota of grapes at Chicago, in open canpetition with
Charles Irrgang, the canm lainant, who had bean tc the Department the day before.
Mr. Conr st:ted, howz=ver, that he was satisfied that Mr, Adamson would not
give the Burcau Agents any informetion in the absence of his, Mr, Comn's, help
and insistence and he suggested that if the Agents might meet him at Chicago on
Thursday morning of this week, he would put them im touch with Mr. Adamson and
would urge Mr. Ademson to disclose such facts as Were in his possessiosn. Mr.
Dodds ani Mr, Oseas agresd th-t this action at least might be taken and c¢on-
seguently it was arranged that lr. Conn would advise My, Dodds ox the writer
on Wednesday morning, the Z24th instant, of his reservetion to Chicego, he ex-
pecting to arrive in that city on Thursday morning, the 25th imstent., It was
farther agreed that the Bursau would arrsnge to assign 2 Agents to mest Mr.
Conn on the train & sbort distance out of Chicage and proceed with him to a
point where they might interview Mr, Adamson. Mr. Conn 1a to dbe in Chisago
betwsen trains only 13 hours, consequently, it will be only possibles for him
to sees Adamson for a short times, introduce the Agents to Adamson and 4o what
he can to urge Adamson to disclose ths facts.,

et e

It was 8also agreed that the Chicaao oflice of the Bureau would
immediately assign Agents to interview Mr, Charles W, Irrgang who had pre-
#iously called at the Department.,for the purpose of cbtaining a ocomplete atate-
ment from him and alsc interview Mr. Godding and Mr, Mills who accompanied
Mr, Irrgang to the Departme~t. The Chicago office was advised by telsphone
to have Irrgang interviewed on Monday morning and was also advised generally
cf the desire of the Buresu to h:ve £ Agents meet Mr., Conn on Thursday morning.
Further telephonic inatructions will be issued to the Chicago office when Mr.
Conn had advised of his train reservation.

With regard to the situation at New York, it appears that the price
on grapes is more or less controllsd by an alleged conspiracy on the part of
the kers Union, it appearing that the Union has increassd its price far
trucking grapes fram 3¢ to 10¢ per lug during the past year, The 1lO¢ lug charge
is a prohibitive charge, apparently out of all reascn, and is really an assess-
ment in another form. It was agreed that the New York situstion might wait
until we ascertain just what the facts are at Chicago. It was pointed out by
Mr. Cona an: Mr. Merritt that there are only thres big markets for grapes in
the East, the same being Chicago, New York and Pittsburgh, and that practically
90% of ell grapes shipped fraum California went into these markets and by far
the largsr percentage to Chicago., The Question of jJursidiection of the Depart-
A ment in entering into the investigation at all was discussed szt some length

' batwesn Mr. Do.ds and lir. Qseas and Mr. Oseas was of the opinion that the juris-
dietion even at best is doubtful, however, he agreed that a preliminary inves-
\ tigation sh~uld be made in an effort to deterumine the jurisdiction. The writer

vigorously cobjected to any plan which might place Agents of the Bursau as ob-

ey
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/ servers in the frefght yards at Chicago and steted that the Bursau was not
accustomed to assigning its Agents to poliee work of this type. Mr. Osmeas
and Mr., Dodds supported the writer in that ecntention and it was agreed that
that plan would not be adopted. Mr. Conn promised to obtain a list of the
buyers of carload lots of grapes in order that the Burcau may interview said
buyers for the purpose of asceriaining the facis wiih regard ic the payment
of a levy on ohs occasion of $20 and on another cocasion of §30,

Respeatfully,
qa.

Y. W, Hugheﬁ .
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A 8. Brpartment of Justice
Burean of Inbestigation

P. O. Box 1405

Chicago, Iilinois
L1-24/53>/
ar AL NI TTIGATIN
Beptyubét 28,10
Ser 20 304 v
Director RECORDED & INDEX PN o : CE
Bureau of Investication SEP 28 1930 Div, IR fILE
Departent of Justice - L !
Washington, D. C. RE: Complaint Concerning Alleged Payment

- W,

of Tribute to Racketeers by Buyers of
Juice Grapss in Chicago, Illinois,
Anti-Trust Matter,

s 260 -

Dear Sir:
Confirminz telephons conversatiom of this date made by Speci 5{
Agsnt R. N. Butterworth of the Chicago Bureeu office to the Anti Trust
Division of the Bureau of Investigation at Washington, D. C., in which the ‘
substance of this letter was telephoned, the fallowing data is sutmitted:

-mb‘i

| 3
;
Bpecial Agents R, N. Butterwarth and Albert Miller interviewasd
Charles W, Irrgang and C. R. Godling who aupplied the following 1n1’omation4 é

1209

concerning tribute paid to reack steers ani gangters by buyers of julce grape
in Chicego, Illinois: Charles W, Irrgang, 169 South Water Market, Chileago,
Illinciz, choted 4hat in 1GR2 Jooﬁ‘errera, a notorious gangster of Chicago, Q "
Illinois, representing th ello-}oran Geng, conducted a “racket® in whi

tribute was collected an all juice grapes sold on the Chicago and Northwestern

®* fuice grepe track™ at Clinton Street, Chiecago, Illinois., The tribute varied ;t
and was paid by tue buyers to the racketesrs, The first week of October 1929,

Joe Ferrera stopped the auctianing of cars at the Chicago and Northweatern | ;
Railroad track and insisted tmt all juice grapes auctioned be scld at ths t
Chicago Produce Terminal track, 27th & Ashlend Avemue, Chicago, Illinois,.

Tha United States Fruit Awotim Caupany agreed with Ferrera to pay §20.00 a .

car fram the suction's funds on all cars auctionsd at the Chicage an! Nar th-
western *juice graps track"™ and the racketeers agreed not to interfere with.
the auctioning of juice grapes at the other three distributing points in
Chicego, Illinois, whers grepes are unloaded om the railroads, The United
States Frult Auction Campany paid $1300 to Joe Ferrera by check at the end
of the seascm of 1929 for the cars of juice grapes suctiomed at the Chicago
and Nortiwestern track at $20 a.car.

\

.rs

On the other one thousand cars sold at the Chicagzo snd HNor th-
wesiern track at Clinton Street, Chicago, Illinols, Ferrera obtained from
§¢ to 30¢ a lug as tritute fram the buyers Before he allowed the cars %o
be opened. lost of the jJuice grape tuyers in Chicago are composed of . _df’
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bearbers, boot-blacks and peddlers, who purchasze a ear of julos grapes and
resell it in smell lots. Tonyw®utch was todyguard of Joe Ferrera in 1929

and both of these men were shot in the Spring of 1030, Ferrera being killed
and Butck seriously woundsd. Butch subsegwntly fled to !filwaukes, Wiaconsin,
where he has been in hiding up until a short time age when he returmed $o
Chiecasgo, Illinois.

¥r., Irrgang statod that the lins-u T 1930 of the racketeers for
the sg/or Juilce grapes a e Chicago orthwestern track is in charge
of Tedlewberry win 1s ali ed with the A1¥Capone gang anl furnishes the money
tc buy the grapes. Memy chriobor, of the Fruit and Produce Company,
Chicego, Illinois, has besen put in charge of this “"racket,” and Tony Butch
has been btrought fran Milwmukee, sconsin, to work with Schrisber,
Schrieber's "muscle mem"™ is To omano, & racksteer who represents Hewberry
and Schrieber in the intimidation of Jjui o» grpe buyers and has clerge of
the gun men.

Ou Sepiecuber 12, 1930, three gun men in a Bulck Sedan visited tho
Produce Terminel track at 27th & Ashland Aveme, Chieage, Illinois, for the
purpose of intimidating the buyere,anml on September 18§, 19030, two other gmn
men camd to this track in a lincoln Sedan,showing their guns,and told Sam
Groy and hi = partnar Dave (last name unknown) that the gun men represented
Manny Schrieber am that these buyers would hear more about this matter later,
On September 19, 1930, Mr. Irrgang returmsd fram the auction at 27th &
Ashland Avemue, Chicago, with Mamy Scirieber and Tony Ramano, and au this
trip Schriebsr told Irrgang thet Schrisber had taken Ferrera‘'s place in the
Juice grape racket enl thet Schirieber would leater ses Irrgsng to meke a deal
on the cars of Juioe grapes auctionsd et the railrocad tracks im Chicago,
Illinoisa, ‘

On September 21, 1930, Mark T.lé.mnon, a Chicago fruit broker,

who hendled the Ferrera juice grape purchases: in 1929 on a joint accowunt

of Adarson and Ferrera, and ilamy Schrieber talked to Perry Stern, assistant
to Irrgang and an auctionser in the United States Frult Auction Company

at the Atcheson, Topeke end Santa Fe track on 21st and Archer Streets, Chioago,
Illinois. Lr. 'Schrieber stated to Mr. Stern that the representatives of

the Jjuloe grape growers fron Celifornis were cauing into Chicago and selling
julee grapes et lower prices than the market price and that these representa-
tives would be prevented fram doing this after Sclriger had organized the
jui ee grape merket, On the same afternoon at the Chicago and Northwestern
Juice grape track, Tony Romano told Porry Stern substantially the statermnt
as given by Schrieber to Perry Btern.
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It was known in Chicagp, Illincis, m September 19, 1830, that
Mr, Irrgeng, kr. MNills an? Mr. Godding were fn Wasulngion for the purpose
of discussing the juloce grape matter because Mark T, Adamsan on Sep tamber
19, asked Joseph P, Scanlan, the repressmtative of the California Frult
Growers Exchange in Chicago, whils they were standing in the lobby of the
Produce Exchange Build ing, whether Irrgang, Godding and Mills bhad ssccomplished
anytiing by their visit to Washingtom, D. C. On Beptember 20, 1930, Mr.
Irrgang stated he was infarmed by Mr. Hal Pitt, the assistant to Mr,
Scanlan, that Mark T, Adamson knew that Messrs. Irrgang, Mills and Godding
had been in Washington, D. C.,, and furthe atated that the appointment of
these Fentle-en with Xr. Teague of the U, 8, Farm Loan Board at Washington,
D. C. was made by Mr. Joseph F. Scanlan of Chicago, Illinocias,

Mr, Irrgong staeted that an Septembar 21, 1930, Tony Ramano tal ked
with Perry Stern, the assistant of Mr, Irrgang, at the Clinton Street ye-d
of the Chicago and Northwestern Railroad, aml that Mr. Romano made the
following remark: ™Give my regerds to Irrgang. He should hawe seen us
before going to Washington =nd will regret it,."

Kr, Irrgang steted that Mr. Larry Archer of the Ameriocan Frult
Growrs, Inc., located in the Prod uce Exchange Building, Chioago,Illinois,
hed informed him that Newberry of thse Al Capone gang had appointed Nenny
Schriebser to collect tribute in conpectian with the juioe graps racket
this year as was coniucied last year by Joe Ferrera on bshalfof the

= NN o W o

Ao lllo=pMoran gang.

Mr. Irrgang stated that tha jul os grape oars are received in Chiesgo
on the following tracks:
First, Atcheson, Topeka & Santa Fe, Chicego, Illincis, 21st
Street and Archer Aveme.
Second, Chicago anl Nortiwestern, Clinton Street near Kinzie
Street, Chicago, Ill.

Third, Chicago Produce Terminal, 27th & Ashland Ave., Chicaego,Ill,
Fourth, Rock Island, Taylor Street to 16th, South Chicego, Illinolie,

-« Widd Vad g e AL Al AP I = ) SmmrmesT i W

During 1929 five thousend cars of julce grapes were unloaled in
Chicago, Illinois, apd of this pumber eleven hundred cars were unloaled at
the Chicago and Nortmwestern track, thirtgen hundred and sixty cers at the

Chicago Produce Terminal track and the remaiming cars were aplit between
the Rock Islend Railroad ani the Atchison, Topekm and Santa Fe Rallrocad juice

grape tracks.
[
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Kr, Irrgang stated that there is a surplus of grapes this yeer
and that 400,000 tons have been 18ft an the vines, having been purchased
by tue Farm Loan Board, to be used as by products.

¥r. Irrgeng also stated thet Merk T, Adarpon,of the Produce Exchange
Building, Chicago, Illinois, was a very close friend of Joe Ferrara aund
wes lined up with him and will robably be connected with Mamy Schrieber
in the buylng of grapea this year.

Mr. E. E. Mills, 1425 South Racine Avenue, Chicago, Illinois,
treasurer of the U, S. Fruit Auction Canpany, Chicage, Illinois, is out of
Chicago at the present time and will not be back until Wedneaday, Septemder
24, 1930, when he will be intarviewed by Agents of the Chicago Bureau office,

Mr. C. R. Codding, 65 South Water Market, Chliomgo, Illinols,
sporetary of the U, 8. Frult Auction Campany, which 1a the auction in which
the juloe grope cors eare sold, stated thet he accampanied Mr, E. E, Mills
and kr. Charles Irrgeng to Washington, D. C., on September 17, 19D, and
that on September 18, 19X, these gontlemen had a conference with Mr. Teague
of the Farm loan Boerd in the moming, and in the afternocon had a canference
with ir. Dodd of the Criminal Divialon of the Department of Justiee. Mr.
Godding stated that I'r, Irrgang at these confarences did mogt of the
talking as Mr, Irrgang was mare famliar with the matter of the racket in

the Jjuics graps busipess im Chicago, Illinods.

Lr. Goddin; verffisd the Sata funished by ¥r, Irrgang, as reflected
in this letter, concerning the paymemt by the U. S. Fruit Auction Commny
af 820 a car to Joe Ferrera on the jui o® grepes sold by thia auction at the
Chicege and Northwestern julce graps track during 1629 and added that he and
Ar, 11ls do not know the dstails of the other facts set forth in this
letter as show by kir. Irrgang, except as tiey hawve been informed of them
by Mr. Irrgang. Mr, Godding stated that the U, S. Frult Auction Company

was incorporated in 1926 in Chicags under the laws of the State of Illinois,
with a capital stock of $250,000, $190,000 of which has been pald im.

51% of the issued stock of the U, S. Fruit Auction Compeny is owned by the
Chicago Auction Cofipany and the Indepehdent Fruit Auction Company, of
which the Indsperdent Fruit Auctia Campeny owna 80% of the 51f, and the
Chicago Auction Campany owns 40% of the 51%, the remaining 49% of the

Ve S. Fruit suction Canpany being owned by individuals interested in the

fruit and produce bus iness,
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The officers of the*{. 5. Yruit Auvction Canpeny are as follows:

¥, E,»¥s8llis, President,

C. Wix}frgang, Vioe=Presidsnt,
E. EJkilla, Treasurer.

C. R, dding, Secretary.

These officers capose the Board of Directors with ‘J’ictorﬁ/lting,
a Chicago atto:ney. —

The¥fruit Auction Sales Campeny is ergaged in the business of
austioning of table grapes and othar fruit in broken car lots. The compmy
was incorporated in 1927 under the last of the State of Jllinocis, with an
authorized capitel stock of $300,000, of which 60£ is owned by the Chicago
Auction Company aml 40€ by the Independent Fruit Auction Company.

The officers of the Yruilt Auction Sales Canpany are as follows:

C. R. Godding, President,

C. ¥, Irrgang, Vice-President apd General Manager.
=, E.ﬁla, Treasurer,

¥. B.¥Clore, Secretary,

Thsse oflicers canpose the Board of Directors with Frank“Cuneo of
Chicago, Illinois, added, ‘ -

An Mr. Goddins stated th:t thaéi cago, Auction Canpany and the

{Independent Fruit Auction Company were fomaerly in business in Chicag,
Illinois, and ipcorporated the Fruit Auctiam Salss Company and the U, S.
Fruit Auction Company to hendle all asalsa of fruit on the auctions in
Chicage, Illinois.

Very truly yours;

F. X. I%E
Acting Special Agent in Charge
FXF:EB
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A oopnection with an lmntpu
tho Chi: aro office of this Buresu with re
with interstate transportation and sale of juise grapes by Chisago

racketsors, there is tramsmitted herevith & 80Py of & telegrum
-+ ypeeeived from m Chicage otﬁu udor uu of &ptabor 23, 1830.
. ] ) . "_‘,’p ;‘_ r‘-‘n ")’”F'}'ﬁ' ‘_,
. o R e




PRETPIFER Y e e r—amsmm s P e “‘-——-'.— [PUSER
‘. d
- .
- - . -

s

. ~ In connsotiod with an iovestigdiom being ecnd A

by She Cnicago officé of shis Pureas with regard %o the um-—;ﬁ N
ference ¥ith iuterstate sransportation and sale of juioce grupes ‘
by Chi ago recketeers, there is Sransmitted berowith & oopy ot |
a tulegram received froa the Cuicago office under v
teamber 23, 1930. . . R R :

= B
: R !
T Lo

4

" . VYery traly yours, AR IR S
@whosEL A




ey - g e T8 e bt - —

4
3
Sl TR T T

Bo;t-bor 36 m

e Yor your mrlher hromtiu u eomcttu ﬂﬁ
tho eothnt of interference with the imterstate ﬁlmt
of julee grapes from Jslifornia by gangsters of muap‘
there is {nolosed herewith & copy of a ledter adiressed &~
this office bty th- Aeting Agent in Charge of the OChicago
office of th s Bureeu under date of September £2nd, relating

-

in detail the wesults of intervisws uth llum. Ohnrhl lg sy

.

Fompen v e L v e s g g #T T VAT e e R DI



et -

RECEIVED‘.'-

JOHN EDGAR HOOVER ‘ - 0

DIRECTOR

1. 8. Department of Fustice
Bureau of Inuestigation
Washington, A. &.

Septamber 25, 1930.
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ME/ORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR SEP 25 +ra w

Supplementing my memorandum of the 23rd instant in connection with
the investigation of the activities of persons interestsd in the marieting
of juice grapea, 1 desire to advise that lr, Donald Conn's secretery called
this office yestsrday and gave Mr, Conn's reservation on the Liberty Limited
traip to Chicago, leaving Washington yesterday afternoon, as previously ar-
ranged. When the reservation was checked with the reilroad, it was found
that both the e¢ar mmber and time of departure were wrohg, aomnauentlv.

Mr. Conn was again called at ths Carlton Bn;g;l ;;l his -ocretary when adviua
of the erroneous information, corrected the same and stated that Mr. Conn
was leaving Washington yesterday at 3:25 oz Train #590, Pennsylvania Railroad,

known_as the Liberty Limited, cccupylng drawing room A" in Car §lé.

Oh yecei-t of this information the Chicago office was advised by
telephone to have Special dgents Butterworth and Miller board this train at
Gary,Ind, this morning, it being due to arrive there at 8:16, to contact Mr.

Conn and proceed with him to Chicago end to mset Mr. Mark Adnmson who Mr. \
Conn states cen glve details with regard to the gensral allegations previously éh
made by him, Mr. Conno.

In talking with Chicago, Acting A4pent in Charge Fay aivised that
Mr, Irrgang had called his office yesterday and had sug~ested that Mr. Charlss
Smith of the DeJuria Fruit Dealers at Chicago whe could give additional in-
fptmation. Incidentally, Irrgang also stated that he understood that Mark l/
damson was organizing a graps juice association which would have for its objeot
preventing independent dealers from buying grapes at the freight yards at )
Chicego. Agents Butterworth and Niller are, of course, in posseasion of all
the information supplied by Mr. Irrgang, Mr. Mills and Mr, Godiing and they are
under irnstructions not to divulge that information to Mr. Conn or to Mr. Adsmson
and to collect such facts from these two men as they mey desire to volunteer,
Upon receipt of the reports covering interviews with Mark Adamson and the further
T interview with Charles Smith, which wes euthorized by me, the Department should be
able to definitely determine whather there is a violation of the F
volved and whather the investiration should proceed. é 2 j%/jj’ 7 '
RECOD M- TaG

Bespectf_ﬁ.y D CINLERRn
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JOHN MDGAR HOOVER C 0 v

DIRECTOR

-

1 € Nororinrent nf Tuelirs
Fo o 2 yw..““l‘. 2 M‘

Bureau of Anuestigation
YWashington, I. J.

September 25, 1930,

§ L "7-4 IS'B
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MELDPAIDUM ¥OR THE DIRECTOR

A further conference was had with Mr. Oseas of Mr. O'Brian's Division
this aftermoon relative to the“grape growers' association case, JMr. Oseas
stated that from the information received tc date, he was unable tc determine
whsther the Feoderal Govermment would have jurisdiction and whether there had

actually been any restraint of interstate cormerce.

Inasmuch as I was awaiting word from the Chicago office of the Bureau
relative to the interview with Mr. Conn this morning, I called Chicago by tele-
phone and Agent Butterworth advised that he had met Mr, Conn at ¥t. Wayne, Ind.
and had ample opportunity to talk with him and get his point of view; that upon
arriving at Chicago they bad met Mr. Mark Adamson but had not gone into amy de-
tail on the case at that time, Adamson requesting that the interview be deferred
ustil this afterncon at 2 o'clock, and dgent Butterworth was then awaiting a
call from Ademson,

Agent Butterworth was instructed to immedistely endeavortc obtain de-
tailed facts witl regard to the shipment, movement and ssle of the julce grapes
in question, that is, to determine whether said carload lots of grapes wers
shipped on consignment or whether they were shipped on a straight order bill
of l=ding, whether the cars subsequently sold by the brokers and aucticnears
at Chic go hed been nurchased outright by said brokers ard auctionsers or whe-
ther the brokers and auctioneers were acting for the shippera. Agent Butter-
worth was also told to immediately escertain just how the restraints were en-
forced, how the mcney was pald, the percentage of carlosd lots sold by auction

as opposed to thoss received by the broker and scld privately; alsc, to endeavor

to ascertsin the reascn for the imposition of an assessment of £20 againat
rload lots at certain freight yards and the imposition of a 5¢ to 304 lug
rge against the grapes at other freight yards,

u -
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g S-s -Mr, Qseas feels that if this information ecan be definitely ocbtained
:1g‘ and toru&rded he will then be in a position to determine whether there have

""" bpen any reatraintspgn jnterstate commerce.

L
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< FEDERAL FARM BOARD

»
WASHINGTON

C. C. TEAGUE
MEMBER
Beptember 30, 1930,

va\/

Mr, J. Edgar Hoover,
Direstor, Bureau of Investigation,
U, 5. Department of Justice,

Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Hoover:

In reference to the investigation which you are
carrying on of the situstion that is preveiling in Chicago,
pertaining to the distribution of grepes in that market,
Mr, H. J#ZXustace, Chief, Bureau o Markets for the State
or California, was in Chicago recently and sent me two
letters from there which I am enclosing herewith,

I thought perhaps you might care to have your men
see the perties mentioned in these letters.

Yery truly yours,

LA

C. C. Teagus,
Member, Federal Farm Board,

-_ . - (o

C /5 Enciosuten;- 3
:' -v‘_-'--:".f' ‘ ‘31’14’5'
o Lt ! PS

BUDEAL M N

L W~ ~OURLED & 1t JEXSB, (77 2¢/33-/3 |

W B nee I a 0CT. 1 u30a %

\.}‘ }/’/ g(f Ot vnyxe ' wf )
. ey i
i ' nLT “M 0
K S T,

-




R PALMER HOUSE
CGioAGO

- o
Yo ;s % (&4(4/ Z‘A, /CC‘- it
. 3 |
2 L‘—\ Cutibony <3

PR feopie and § beloeni Jh3t 5f yon
T
f.ﬁ ,-.» el Keee . alr—ce. (teccls @aet o
Uiy w//ﬂ"” Freofle = A V. €Tyt
BrGn e o el S notonen] tect Ko
AR 7 feoo e o K
G R
o ~w %,u/ - (M y) 7& wlicss ﬁ)—u
S '7ams,uﬁm.£, gl Brvuc 077(,\
ctice faelaca Tl N Aecfpof~ T
, j/ta//bf&u-u 4y (g wrtec ds i
Sl toe decitiZne ~HoteelE o

F 2P 2 )2



X - — o ye i | | ]E. "f"& wLM_ EJR"' I:’_I (:).U@
Ea e i J‘-‘ ke :‘h P = = -
WO
/

ﬁ/mb_ 9 L/a,uu Qi Coreee e

MJW7W“?M©WW—

™~ 4

'_._*g J/tmwcq —_— A a,dicttam 1%,.,/.&77&4)‘_

%W“““’Q"""""“‘; aln e aeek

7«% &uacc/wwdm,/-

Wwf,\,‘/ﬁﬂ/ 7% .
~.

5. Jakw lia//uu-, Jz &(-441‘(“11,
S-««-&"a"—; ﬁ‘?w %a&/?._

W cotan e ud“ﬂ—f ottt et~ (5N
?ﬂ_-ﬁ 7/'(4444/ 7(‘{((4_, |

e = g W —— vy » o —




?
:
!

Beptember B85, 1930.

Hon. €. C. Teague,
Mayflower Hotel
Washington, D. 6.

My dear Nr. Teague:
I have been spending some time

in the South Water Market here in Chicago, end hawee
talked with a number of people, some of whom I know
personally, and have for many years, and this gang-
ster business is particularly bad on the Northwestern
tracks. It seems the gangsters price is $50.00 per
car, which means that the growers are lesing Just
this amount. The whole racket seems to be confined
particularly to this one yerd, and people who are in
& position to know say that it may extend to other
yards. They have attempted to get the buyers in line

on the other yards already, but so far have falled.

If you could possibly take the time
to come to Chicago and look it over at first bhand,
it would be worth your time. It 1s qulite essentisl,
however, that you come out here unannounced and do
not appear at first in any of the places where you
would be recognized. I would suggest that you see

& I
the young man whose card I enclose, 2 member of &

well known brokerage house, and I can guarantee in
absolutely every way that he would have some of the
Juice grape buyers come into his office and give
you the facts, with their ideas as to how the matter
could be handied.

They tell me this morning that

the demand for julce grapes 18 better, but prices
are unchanged and net around £30.00 to £40.00 per ton.

Yours very truly,

EE:L / .&dac{_

eses 35
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October 3, 1930.

Director,

0
Buresu of Investization, KE: MAXNY SCIRAIBERG;
Department of Justice,

TONYOROMANO;

Weskirgton, D, €, 0 JUICE *¥APE DNVESTIGATION -
ANTI-TRUST MATTER -

Dezr Sir:

Wita relerence to the above entitled case,

it is the Bure:u's desire to Lave further investigations
corductel in this diastriect.

P S Y

it is respectfully requestel that this office be sdvised if PET

Very truly yours, 5 ~

Acting Special Agent in Charge.
[
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with the inssrstate shimment ofOjuice grepes, thare
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‘mnds payable %0 Joe Parrar, Sijd-wiigaed &m :
- Irrgang amd G, R. Godding. 4 eapy of
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the Assistant %0 the Attorney Cemeral, and w0 furthes -
uvuugaﬂpn vill bo n&o pondiu us uutrutieu. } :
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A Teview od' the raport of .lgnt Mtcmrth, um Octohr
2, 1930, reveals only that an asscasmamt of $50.00 will be plased
on each carload of grapes soming to the North Western Milway Treak.
It does 20t appesar that any sctual assessment has yeot Saksa plase, ' ™
It alsc seems that Mr. Irrgeng ulwm&nutothhunlr
the association whish, he chul. are 20w being performed Wy Nark
T. Adamson, Dut on the other hand, it #oes 20t appesr Shat thie "'*...','
orgututiun has boon sonsummted. It is, of course, satirely. L F
possible that some a8tion has Saken ph“ since the eriginal mn.
viev with Mr. Irrgang. in view of ths fa€$ that this is & greet
shipping mmuﬁmhﬁtalmomdwunm
Tedeived sinse the Of“’.m hhrﬁ.ﬂ. ko (,__.., ORI 3 .-E‘;’_., e
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_ and sale of juice grepss. JFrom the report of Agent Butterworsh, ¢ -
- appears that that taruinal {s the only ome mumuhnhux'

més againe$ earlosds aad where the assesrmen ortao.wwu*
‘be made,  The Departaent would 1like $o have suffiofent fasts at
Sand 0 de atle t0 Getermine why ¥his particular terminal is nsed -
for the purpose of these asscessments, yether than the severai m
terminals used by the graps shippers and Wrokers. - It is desired tht
thess matters bs given your immediate attention and that a report be

AV PGy putnitted at the earliest mouubxo éate.
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f\ - e B T L B R T e R T R

Yery truly yours,
Director.
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Memorandum re telephone call from Mr. Richey.
4

¥r.Richey said this men Smith I geve you; we got informetion
from Chicago that he is more or less responsible for the-
reidicg; just got a call from Chicego and you might want to
let your people know to put a spot on it; thought maybe your
people might be cble to get a line on it; they =are going to
breek it cn Tuesday; tell your boye to be careful the President
is going to make a statecent to the press.

Mr. Hoover said he has alreedy taken care of the metter.
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WESTERN UNION MESSENGERS ARE AVATILABLE FOR THE DELIVERY OF NOTES AND PACKAGES - - -
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