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BLACK LEGION)
SENDS THREATS

DETROIT, Feb. 1§ (INB.)—A
buliet, with the Black Legion’s in-

wlomia wassboad dm blhae seenil les
PLBLLOY ATUTAYDMW QL VWUT LAY WY

Civil Bervice Commissioner Harry
A. Bmith, of Highland Park, was |
the center of an investigation to-

'day by postsl authorities. -

The bullet, a .38-caliber auto-
matic pistol ceriridege, with its nosa -
sliced off and with an inscribed
ieross was recelved Wednesday by
I8mith, 14 was mailed in Detroit.

Bmith told authorities he be
lieved the Black Legion had gent
him the bullet because of hiy ac-
tivity as a member of the commis-
sion} in purging the civil vice
of afleged riders during the legion
expose.
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$FCURMA MOVES T0 ‘PRUBE
BLACK LEGION CHARGES

TAMPA, Fla, Feb. 19 (UP)—
State's Atlorney Rex Farrior I.oday
prepareu to subpena Maurice Me-
Mahon of Detroit to explain charges
of Black Legion eonditions in Tam-
pa which he made in a Michigan
newspaper, McMahon wrote the lot-
ter from Miami.

It was addressed to the Highland
Parker, Detroit suburban newspaper,
and charged a Black Legion group
controiled the City Hall, committed
several murders, tarred e&nd feath-

ered many victims and left them to’

die in the woods,.

Farrior said he would seek to have
McMahon testify when the Tampa
flogging cases are reopened in April.

MacMahon charged most of e

oggings were committed by poli
‘ho were members of the Blag¢k
Jegion. !

JEW Y0RK POST
Forusrded by New York 0f'kcs

FEB 191937

AR

Mr. Glavin ...........
Mr. Minche

Ior. Joaseph ... ...
Mr, Lertor ..... ... ..
Bir. Nichols. _...... &
Mr. Quinn ...,
M. Sokdidey. o

Rr. Tracy
Mive (vandy «ooononnn




BLACKLEGION
QUIZ SLATED

(Continued from Page 1)

glon. whose leaders are serving
prison terms for the murder of a
PWA worker in Detroit.
Spying Cailed Habit

Labor spying has become a hablt
In American industry and as long
as it exists it will block collective
bargaining, the Senate was told

SLACK LEGION
QUIZ SLATED

Inirrnatinnal Newn Rervire
Outlining s future program,

gy

L

ihe Senale civil liberties commit-
tes announced today it will inves-
tizate the terroristic practices of
the Black Legion sand other

vigilahle groups.bd in the Senats

a report filed in the Senaie
LocIigy Sen‘;tor LaFolictte (P, of
‘Wisconsin, said:

“There remains a much
broaded and more imporiant
work to be done than probing
labor spying. Among its other
ebligations in this Inqmr,v._ Your
commillee must study vigilante
and violence groups such as Lhe

Black Legion.”
He declined comment when

asked I jnvestiatprs had begun
an jnvcstigz;tio/ndfthe Black Le-
{Continued~on T'ace 4, Col 1)

In the report,
The report was filed in support

of the commitlee’s pequest for

$50000 to continue. It saids

“From your commiltee's still !

fragmentary inquiry in this field
of its investigation, it is clear
thai espionage hax become a
hahil of Amcrican management,

"Until it ix stamped oui Lhe
right of labor te organize, free.
dom of speech, freedom of as-
sembly will be meaningless
rhrases. Men cannoi . meet
freely to discuss their grievences
or organize for economie better.
ment; they may not even ex-
press opinions on pelitical or
religious subjects so jong as the
machinery of espionage pervade
their daily life"

ist Expnse

On the erdund that it wnould

"lead to mumHer,” the Pinkerton
Detective Agkncy declined today
to make public its Jist of secrat
labor spies.
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Law to End L_\'xplﬁ’n_;: ‘
Bemanded By Wagner

New Yok, Feh. 12 {A.—Senatar
Wagner (Demoeraty, New York, in'
a Lincaln anniversary radio address |
fanicht, demanded  Federal anti-|
Ivnehing legislation in "vindicate!'
the principles for which Abrapam '-
Lincoln gave his Jife." f

“The crime of iynehing.” the Sen- !:
Ater suid, “is ane of the mosl threat. |}
ening evils * * ¢ which must be |
eradicated, * ** In il cases out of
12 3t is directed against that very |
race which Lincoln released from !
physica] bondage.* ’
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Black Leg’ Cult
BandWas Sworn to Torture,
Burn and Kil *Gescips,”
Prosecntor Charges

7 Arrcsted, 18 Hunted

Allegsed to Have Beaten
and Robbed Storekeceper

Ry The Assnciatrd Pregs
PRESTONSBURG, Ky., Jrn. 7.
Twenty-five men alieged to belong L
ihe “"Black Leg” Legion wrere indicles
here today.  They were chavprd with
keating and robhing a country siore-
et whnn had eriticized aperationy
of the band In adjoining MagoRin
County,

Commonwealin's  Allnrney O, C.
Hall =aid the members of Lthe band
wrre sworn o “torture, byrn and kill"
Ay who talked about them, and m
Qilycrsville  Commonwealth's  Attor

v Earl R. Cooper said they ha

canized 10 punish  persons  wh

are “not working. or were filthy i
thoir homes or didn't fend thew chils
dren to =ehion],™

Seven of those indicied here were
Placed In il with bondas fived  ni
F10.000  each, and Commonwealth's
Atlorney Hall sald that Jim Marshall,
ane of those indiclted, had affered 0
piead zailty and turn state's evidrnee,
Deputy shenifls were sent oyt after
Ihe eighteen still at large.

Comtaonwealtn's Attorney Hall said
Matshali ioid him the members  of
the hanad were under oath to "hang,
burn and kill any man whe squcaled”
and that he was “mighty afraid far
himseit

In  Maroflin County indictmenis
were returned more than a vear apo.
Threa trialz ended in hung  Juries.
and finnlly two men Dlraded puilty
i mirdemeannrs and paid fines of
SN ench.  The others were Placec
under peace bonds last Scptember
“There has beenm no  troyble sihce
then th Magoffin County,” Cooper
ERE

T indiciment  yeturned torday
charced that the men bandrd ta-
griber and took  Miles Barnett, a
Iorty-vear-old  farmer and  eountry
storckeeper, from his home Inst April
and beat him.  Hall sald some mem-
bers af the hand went to the near-by
honie of Walter Wntk undesr orgerg
to If he wern
arnuscd by their actlons and trled to
ald Barnett. Barncit's wife and Apgd

nther-in-law. who were in the hou
hen Barnett was taken out, were npt,
prmed.  Barnett went to McGuficy,
0, after that, but returned _t
.
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] ’ Mr. Nathan emma—a.

/ M. Tolmon .

Mr. Baughman ——

Mr. Clogyg
ML Coffey

Mr. Dawney frerennas
[ Mr. Fynn e mtmenes

¥ - Mr Feveorth .

PEGTEG WHITE IS DEAD; s e
INDICTED IN BLACK KLAN . o

CUMRBERLANE. Md., Dee. 21 4, M- doseph ..
Dealh here of lsaac \Peg Leg) N st
White removed his name  from. Vi .

: Mr. Nichols .
among the lwenly-twe men dn-, g T
v Quinn .

dicted in Michigan on charges of|
criminal syndicalism in conneetion
with alicged activitics of the Black !
LU0, !

White succumbed  yesterday o'
iohar pheumonia without disch;sing:
his part in feunding and fostering
Lhe tervorist gang. Mis body re-i
mained in & funcral home awaiting!
arvangements for shipment to Dc-r

tredt for burial. |
A cold, which White was sufler-!

ing from at the {ime ol his arreit
1

neiar hiere last Monday, develop
ifto pnenmonia, D W, Fo Wl
idine, Allenany Counniy  ohusicind,
cgich he was in a cama four houg:
mceedinge deadh
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Black Legion’s—
Organizer Dies

CUMBERLAND, Md.. Dec. 20
(AP) —]saac “Peg Leg" &tull
White, arrested near here ms the
founder of the Black Legion terror
gang of Michigan, died in & hos-
pital today of complications aris-
ing from Jobar pneumonia.

While died without talking
aboul his activities in the Biack
Legion. He was captured Monday
at Oldtown, s village near here.

White was one of 22 allegd

embers of the Black Legion wH
‘ere indicted IR Detroit severy

onths ago on charges of crlmin1
dvndicalism.
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sAcsuved Black Legion
Founder Is Il

CUUMBERLAND, Md., Dec. 16 (A,
P.).—1saac (Pegleg) White, reputed
founder of the Black Legion ter-
TOTisL gang, wis scriously ill with
pneumonia today in a hospital here.

Late iast night, Dr. William ¥.
Williams, Alleghany counily phy-
&lcian, gaid White's conditlon was
very sevious and that he was run-
ning = temperaiure of 104, Dr,
Williams =aid  White's condition
was such that it was possible for
him to suffer & turn for the worse
very quickly,

White was arrvested near he

onday. He and twenty-one vihegs

ice {rial in Michigan on charg
criminal syndicalism.
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KITIS OVER TAUNTS

~1- ON BLACK LEGION

Pontiac Fire Captain Shoots
Subordinate Who 'Talked Too
Much,” Ends Qwn Life,

iNQUIRY LISTED HiIS NAME
Five of Cult at Detroit Get Life
Terms in Slaying of Negro
for ‘Target Practice.’

PONTIAC, Mich,, Dee. 4 (A.—
Fire Captain William H. Bradburn
shot and killed a fellow-fireman
and committed suicide today. He

Mannger WINFAT P. Edmonson
planned charges sgalnst all those
named.

Late inday the pelice and fire-
men's board dismissed from the
Police Department Sergeant Walter
A. Pierce, former head of the vice
squad, one of these zceused of
membership in the Black Leglon.
Pierce, who had been under sus-
pension, fajled to appear at the
board trial.

Five Get Life Bentences

DETROIT, Dec. 4 (B.-Five
Biack Legion members convicted of
killing a 42-year-old Negro for "'tar
get practice’’ recetved life sentences
here today. .

Judge Donald Van Zfle of Re
corder'’s Court pronounced the
mandatory sentences on Harvey
Davis, Ervin D, Lee and John Ban-
herman, all already facing life
terms for the Black Legion ‘‘execu-
tion" of Charles Poole, and on
Charles Rouse and James Roy
Lorance. All were convicted of
first-degree murder.

acted in  resentment at taunts| JUdge Van Zile, commenting on

about his alleged membership in
the Black Legion, according to
Frank Nelson, acting Chiet of
Police.

Bradburn was named by a grand
Jury recently as a member of the
society of hooded night-riders. Hig
victim was Donald H. Slusher.

The bodles were found in the
kitchen of the fire station Bradburn
commanded. On the captain's desk
was a note {0 Fire Chief Frank W.
Kuhn, which said: “He talked too

much. He should have been
changed.”
Nelson said he was told that

Siusher had directed many iibes at
the fire captain. He expressed the
belief that the captain brooded over
the taunis and the pomsibility of
dismissal,
The grand jury named ninsteen
ntiac policemen apd firemen a
ack Kegion members. Polic
ief Charles McMillan, one o
those named, was removed by th
tlee and fire trial board. Cit

the killing of Slh&olemnu. NeELo
war veteran, May %5, 1685, e
defendants:

“It is hard to understand why
you kilied thig rnan, who had never
done anything to you and whom

you 8id not sven Know.

Dayton Dean, Black Legion “trig
ger-man,” also under life sentence
in the Poole killing, had testified
he helped entice Coleman to & lake
for “‘larget practice'” because Davis
“wanted to see what it felt like to
kIl 2 Negro.”

Preparing for another Black
Legion trial, Common Pleas Judge
Ned H. S8mith ordered three men
held for higher court, They are
Arthur Lupp, accused of commend-

-ing the terrorist society in Michi-

gan; Charles Baker and Frank
Howard. They are charged with
conspiring to kill Arthur Kingsley,
a publisher in suburban Highlend
Park.

N. Ray Markland, former Maor
of Highland Park, was dismisgec
as a defendant when prosecutdrs
;aid they had no evidence agaijs

Im.




INDIANAPOLIS TIMES

June 3, 1936
4
By Uniled Press .

WASHINGTON, June 3.—Atty,

n, Homer 8. Cummings today
rgvealed the Department of Jus-
tice has been aware of the exist-

ce of the Michigan Black
Legion for “about a year.”

INDIANAPOLIS NEWS
June 3, 1936

WASHINGTON, June 3 (A.P.)—

[4

omer 8, Cummings.. attorney- :
eneral, said this afternoon he

as known about the Black Legion

or “about a year,” bul has not
found any federal jaw being vio-
Iated by the organization “either
then or now.”

The attorney-general said Dun-
can C, McCrea, Wayne county
prosecuto.s, has not furnished the
Justice depariment any evidence of
violation of federal laws in the

:i:il_!;kJ,gbn s aclivilies in Michi-

vor. Daughemar .
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STORY

OF FARMER PROBED

by Trousers, A.Eleged Vie-

PR " tim Says. o ...
3 By the Assoctsted Press,

g .

"% MOUNT CARROLL, I, June 3.—
¥ Reese Bpellman's story that he wae
kidnaped and hanged from a tree by
night riders employing the terror tac-
tles of the Black Legion puzzled offi-
clals of two counties yesterday.

. The 2l-year-old tenant farmer was

| held in voluntary custody while Sher-
if E. D. Shepherd investigated his
accpunt,

liman said he was whisked aw

He was driven .
Whiteside

emas g
trousers. He said he was gagged with

SN e
by

8 handkerchief, his arms were tisd be-
hind him with a belt, the pants were
looped under his arm pits and he was|
suspended from the tree,

He seemed near collapse when Otio’
von Holton, a farmer, found him yea-
terday morning. ] o

During the period Speliman cov-
ered in his story, his home was ¢
stroyed by flames, i

Sheriff Shepherd said parts of ths 7
recital “didn't jlbe.* Both Shepher
and Sheriff A. E. Hamilton of White

side County ssserted the belief the
1&,.7

Black Legion had no connection th
the affair,

Bpellman contended he knew o no
motive far an attack,
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| Reveals No Names

3 " gration Committee, Dickstein
%| pleaded for immediate enactment
[ of his resolution which would}

Jof the U. 8. Army Reserveshs.
H are members of the “Black Le-
-{ gion’’ and have been plotting

il congressional investigation,

% names of the Army officers who e
8 ;| he said not only have joined the ¥ P
% Black Leglon but used Army 3%,-) -

%7 horses to train the hooded legion- pi

4| which, he said, is “sworn to blood
J shed.”

' machinery In wiping out the!

Y3 broaden elmﬁ%ﬂiﬂmﬁw .
ustice in

) L"'F " .v,;\u‘fk; PR _.Q A
I r k.3 T ‘ " " ﬁ“; ‘: ;o k# ‘—.' L g o . - - |‘
Lo . ! 4 N B oAy kb n
A M Fl%[[ gl =ong Known to Fouce v Republican Club and other Re
. Representwttve—®Bdowski, (D.),i:'¢' publican orgguizations. Th
‘ ski, 't ons ey -

(the Biack Legion) have worked erpm
oldsely mith the Republican [RE4D..sje::
pariy i about four large coun- Py - - -
ties In Pichizan and have been
the bone of the Republican
party in these four countles.”

of Michigan, arguing for imme- 2&n
diate consideration of the Dick-‘wjd
stein resolution, told the House
Michigan police were aware of
the ‘existence of the Black Le-

Dickatein declared:

“What can the Department

5 gion as early as last year. He de- ;.

8444 clared: - EA of Jentiee 1 ?

o “The Deparitment of Justice \g tmuonc:nd t.;he:I :.l;,;t’c}n .'r'},":,’,;
already has been approached on. [ %] is not & bit of iaw upon which

this matter. The Atitorney Gen- |, :,; they can prosecule and destroy

eral as expressed his views this menace.
-atrd does not see how the de- “I warn this Congress that

. . now is the time we put the
partiment can enter the case, searchiight upon every organ-
He gays nothing hazx been pre. izaftion in this country that is
sented which would show a Fed- | v ::l:lmge:the }‘“" t,lllamb it’k‘;‘““dg
- roying the backgroun

:::: offense of an interstate na- K% of this republic.

““Nevertheless, let us remem. g Cavalry Horses Used
ber that the Btiate Police of B .” .

Michigan were aware of this .8 _ﬂ;:‘ Is v’erymlerioul when yon .
condition last August when they Hi%f o4 ut‘nenvni © Reserve Corps -
arrested some of these men with ;2753 men f t:: 5 Btates .‘l“'m"- .
guns, but nothing was done, The [ Mlchig';n, lepart te m:tt:wl:’f g
Governor of the Biate of Mich- i} “When you find\ they hke‘

Over 6,000,000 men belong to igan has known about it. It i emvalry horses from the Army .-
does not look as i the State | to use in their night riding, I .

the terrorist organization, Dick - Police and the Governor of our
stein told the House. It wasi i State are going to do much of say it Is serious.” -
spread from Michigan into 11;. anything about the matter. :

States, he declared as he flaved Linked to G. O4P.

subversive activities, “The reason Jihe State of. b
Michigan has rot taken any ;
part in this prosecutior fis be-
cause these men have been af- "'
filiated with -the Wolverine

ELD AGTIVE

Dickstein Charges in De-
mand for Congress Probe.,

Chq'rging that officers of thepls
Michigan National Guard and

an armed uprising, Represen-F
tative Dickstein (D.), of Newj
York, vesterday demanded a'%

by
¥

Dickstein declined to reveal the

naires in night riding forays.
Chairman of the House Immi-

appropriate $100,000 for a House:f
investigation of the Biack Legion, ;

Collapse of Michigan police &

| “menace” was cited by the New & !
Yorker as a reason for the m-g_ .
vestigation and possible enact-:’

ment of new laws which would

nts.
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54 Republicamrtrb’ F
by Night Riders, Is
- New Charge

3 Leglon in-
Blalf Wriler Dayis Blsck ;
.muiry earries him to Jackson, Mwhi.ul ]
recent hoibed of the pseudo-Fedclitie
" brotherhood.

By FORREST DAVIS :

Bcripps-Howard Slafl Writer -
JACKSON, Mich.—The birthplace
of the Republican Parly in 1854 as ai.
mildly radical political instrl)met‘]t, .
today witnesses the stern, public dis-|
robing of a ragtag band of emerg-

ublican machine in Jackson Go;lnt); %
's case agalnst the ackn
Le?:g:s—o:cscused here of causing theﬁ:
death of one. possibly two men; _or._;; %
four floggzings and three house _bum-g--
ings in the course of their bid Ior;.: .
power—is furthest advanced of any,--
county in Michigan

.
. [
' Dudley, Republican, a vigor-:+«
ou?‘;‘:::mg pro‘;ecutor. deserves credit X
for Jackson's promptitude. Whi!e-_-
Detrolt and other infected communi-f
ties vented their amazement jn talk,
Dudley acted. He set up a one- g;
“man grand jury which is now i:_: the {;
thick of unfrocking the night riders.

TO GRILL PRISON GUARD |
“Brig.-Gen.” Ray Ernest, suspended!:
guard gin the Jackson State Pris‘op,};
fumes resentfully in t_,hg count,_s_r_ Ja'll_.
He is to be guestioned LomorTow. I
Ernest's home. police found a SUb',I_."._K,
machine gun, rilles, ammunition#.
robes and masks. 14.}‘,_:-
Emest founded and headed thet: :
Citizens Republican Club, with which 3
he hoped to capture the county Re- {
publican organization. o Mon ¥
ay, Rev. Ralpl . -
tang?:, )Baptist minister at near-by j.sf-:‘_.
Rives Junction, regaled Justice of the y& 'y
Peace Ernest J Rogers, the one-man,, -

B

.

S

o

-y !

9

k jury. with his defiance of the&«\_%:
"%  Biack Legion, Py
".LBA two-fisted World War veleran®, ¥

nd country reacher, Montague
?iared threats pofr Black Legion- .
naires at 4 midnight, pasture lo r
meeting last sreesm=fmvited to join,'.
he went with friends to an initfation, .

T

¥ e,

Probed by

“#3 refused to take the omth, attempting’

18
ST “The General” in & torn shirtfy 3
i were out, amongj:. Wrh C .
. ‘::gerpzi?csgfiv:s{mm capture the Re- .;,‘;g.% clulching the cell bars, exhibited re-[a %
NS

) " .-.-o’ 4
)

!
(LT PRI

oaaf

es and the bloodcurdling medieval’

to reason with the committee in-i¥ 7
stead Guns were drawn. g

“Youre wrong,” he told the Black; ©
Knights. “I'm & man of God and)
willing to die” A detail of knights"
hustled him out of the meeting. £

Glenn and Ernest. and Allen Basam’ &
are to be interrogated tomorrow about)
the beating of Harley W, Smith of:
the village of Norvell.

seniment over the Bmith and Mon-
tague charges,

WANTS TO MEET SMITH .

“All T want to do is meet Smith:!
face to face™ he sald. As for ths'-
_ clergyman, “If he says he was beat-i.
en, he is no man of God.”

n eiMane —# Ean _ o w1
Napoleon s & village of 500 souis):

in Jackson County. Until the Charles; »
Poole lynching outside Detroit dis-t{.;,‘.-.
closed the Black Legion's true na- Y
ture, the terrorists boasted that ali .
but seven wadults, white Protestant
males in Napoleon had taken the
bullet oath—s gun pressed at thetrF

K]

i)
£ .

The Hawley brothers, Erwin and ”
Virgil. run = filling station at Na-l"
poleon.  They already have testi-!-
fied in the flogging of Smith, Their:".
father, Dite, a suspended lieutena_m'
of guards In the State Prison, wa.s'r;, i
“licutenant-colonel of the Black Le. "

R

tone of the oath affronted him. HeZégﬁ
}
4

"Brig-Gen.” Emest, his brm,l'lers.f's-{‘E 2

e
#3

Flife here { movet.
bound Lo sny crime, not exce]
murder, by its ritual

Bul in the courthouse, the g
Jury inquires into the Smith flog(
the death of Paul Every soon =
‘[he was bealen last year and g n
. terfous  death, i

“We are looking into the case ¢
man found by the rpadside”

Dudley. *“His skull was frach
and it w dismissed &3 a hit-a

..... . SIS AU
run automobile fatality. But new .

e
ny

‘| dence has come to light which

dictates he, too, may have beer

"1 Black Legion victim.”

FRIGHTENED INTO FLEEIN(
Every's widow and =on, the pro
cutor said, were frightened put

Jackson and now live somewhere
Long Island, N. ¥. -

“The Generai” profanely indign:

| over news that the criminal syn

calist act was to be invoked agail
disclosed Lhe naiure of his ca
paign to take over the Republic
Party.

“I invited 13 citizens from :
parts of the county and we form-
an executive commitiee,” he said.
told them the only way to et pris

v
A,

| Jobs was to get in o office, We we
ol clrculating  petitions for candidat

to the county convention when th
thing happened” He condemned t)
Black Legionnaires, on trial for tl

Poole murder, unsparingly,

He likewise professed his eager'd:
slre to “die for the Red, White an
Blue, on any asions,

Elon,

Eight of the 380 prison guards have,"“
en suspended as & result of Black
Legion disclosures.

CLAIMS HUSBAND BEATEN

Ten grand jury subpenas are yetii~y

Lo be served. A witness, Dudley re-%.:
vealed today. will testify that herf)
“husband was badly beaten when h
tried to quit the Black Legion,
is guarding her identify, h
A visitor to this tree-shaded Michi-|.
gan industrial eity of 60.000—the. 7
Usual midwestern overgrown county .+’

seat, with smooth streets. a luxuryis™”
hotel, handsome movie theaters.,:
modern  schools

and 1 church!;
spires--finds it dMCWE to believe.
that under the day-by-day surface ut! )

X -'N_.r.'\ﬂurb".-
Mr. Joseph !}
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Opinion

by Hugh S. Johnson

Johnson says swift attack on Black Legion
is proof ‘it can't happen here'; calls Town-
send and Coughlin blocs more dangerous.

F

TULSA, Okla.—Sinclair Lewis wrote a book called “It Can't Happen Here.” [
The book showed how & Fascist movement on the Hitler plan ecould k!
happen here. Then his wife, Dorothy Thompson, in her admirable column ¥
“On the Record,” writes a plece ealled “It Can Happen Here,” and uses h“
for her text the revelations and rumors about the Black Legion. ",
With deference for the fine analytical thinking of both wedded gent, &

‘» A5 & national menace to be dignified ¢
= by sttention so distinguished, the

Bilack Legion is the bunk, It is a

¢ dirly rat’s nest that should and will

runsd e #la s b
ke stamped cul. But $o go from that

to a conclusion that it is a fore-
runner to some American Hitler 18
too big a jump.

The Black Legion is no manifes-
tation of a considerable American
fascism or any other philosophy. It
is & distorted outcropping on the
lower ledges of the ingrained Amerl-
can Jfining-and-peacock complex.
You can read about it in embryo in
“Huckleberry Finn” and Tom Saw-
yer's boy robber bands. You can
see ft in its brighter form in the
plumes, sashes, swords, dolmens, re-
galia, passwords and ritual of every
“fraternal and benevolent” secret or-
der—hundreds of them everywhere.
Its basis is & bucolic yearning to-
ward romance and away from the
hum-drum, plus an excuse to be out

A cOgmyright, 1836)

verts this tendency of belated ado- %
lescence to such sinister purposes as -% -
race and religious hatred and po- (-2

IR . i e

: M‘I-".;--J--‘t--‘_-.;—-x‘

litical action, it is time to take it E. .
apart and hang somebody. But the [~7
mere fact that this is going to be | :»-

promptly and thoroly and effectively ! ik

done is proof enough thal ®it can't |, Ab: i

happen here™- .
A far more dangerous regimenta-
tion of simplicity and prejudice than
these murder juntos is the Town- &

send and Coughlin type of emo-
tional bloo, déluded by eloquence or
sophistry into crusading geal for
wholly destructive purposes of im- )
possible idealism. You can hang & J
man for successful conspiracy to
murder your neighbors because they i
are Negroes, Catholics or Jews, but
you cant hang him for an impos-
stble plan to keep your grandparents

¥
B
out of the poorhouse—not even i It ‘!m.f'

does threaten to upset the eougt.rr.,F

- Kde
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COAST ROW
' PROBED

“|William Haines, Film}

Star, and Frie‘nds
Beaten by Gang

HOLLYWOOD, June 3 (INS).
Sweeping investigation into activi-
ties of a “White Legion,” members

tof which severe

Haines, former fiim
them from a beach city near here,

county officials.

Deputy sherif{s reported they
had gquestioned a score of residents
whom sdmitted membership in the

ing Halnes and his friends from,

%1 their community.

No action will be taken, how

Haines Blames Drunks®
The beating, which was revealed’

extra player,

an infuriated mob,

X they and 14 other summer res

dents were pelted with tomatoes:
as they were driven out of town.
Haines said today:

“1t was the work of drunks,
spurred on by malicious gossip.”
Haines said he was at & losg

could have become 50 worked up,
but readily admitted the beating
and added he had left the beach

Yl town for good.

Deputy sher

Haines. The officers said they re-
fused to ieour—m-~complaint be-

i cause there wad no evidence,
"l

group of his friends and drove f“
g

.

54

was launched today by eity and .

of East Manhattan Beach, all of 1’.&;

jegion and talked freely of driv- *

ever, until further tnvestigation, -
the officers sald. g
o

%4 to understand how the people}”

=4 an unnamed member of the group, ;
which rented beach houses from

t

¥

tays Down When Hit\ '
outside = restaurant Saturday:
night, saccerding to Haines and.’
Shields, both of whom still are suf- '
fering black eyes and swollen faces,
Haines said:
“When they came up and told
us to get ont, I was surprised

Then they knocked Jimmy down,

up, they knocked me down. I
realized the men were intoxi- |

them might result in fatalities,
so I stayed in a prone position.” .

v

and Shields and their friends to:
ot out of town in an hour, the:

ormer actor said. y
After they went home

acked up and were driying

lted with tomatoes.

oA

The actust—viviefice occurred,

and started to guestion them.: g '_
Tl e atarted to help him F

cated, and that to fight with ki

The men and some women who- .~
were in the mob ordered Haines™'.

rough the town their car|was:;’

H.r,'ro“prﬁ
My, Fincho .,

H:. Jnu.ﬁh‘.,
M. Kelth ...
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- AUTO "SPIES” e

*roJe et

Universal Service Wire o AR
WASHINGTON, June 3.~ The S TORARTTT O I
Department of Justice today was e Lemiip. . ’
: asked to Investigate gosszble con-
i nection between the Black Legion' Mr. Qulna.....coee-
i and operations of company spies / ¥k, Bpalldue A(

Lo LI malo ke don Al Thadeald

e Sl i

m a.uwmouue pidnis 4 wie UEI.IVH. - 7 Y]
area, ;}?/‘ v -—-
Attorney General Cummings, to Al Specw

whose attention the matter was;
brought by President William-
Green of the American Federation, vvernpers eervereee
of Labor, told him that no show-
]ini of a !ederal questlon being in- : J
been made and for b

Pthat renson the department could
inot take it 1{})

Green called on the attorney
general to lay before him a letter
of éomplaint he had received from

Homer Martin, presldent of the
Automobile Workers' Union affili-

Gendy - yemes

ated with the A, F. of L. Martin |
wrote his organization had evi-
dence to show that the Black Le-
. gion was responsible for the death
of one member of his union at
- Hudson Motors.
. Also, he said, the union had evi-
dence of some relation between
the Black Legion and an organiza-
, tion known as the “Dawn Patrol,”
with objectives similar to the Ie-

olnm - ITa flipthasemonn wrma
gion.  He iurthenmore wrote the

union had collected evidence of
A close working relations between
£ the Jlegion and company spies,
N special police and other under-
A {cover agents of the motor manu-:
facturers. e

———
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¢ e Ticthan V
¥r. Tolaom . .
= Raorimor

Lisinl Clovk .

Lir. Cleey ...

Alr. CoZay ...

- - tir. ludwrards
Pir, &era
Jir. Voxworth
“ S Mo who
ke, Jomeph ...,
MrEeith ...
r._J:HEY SENT IN A CALL FOR™ T8> | I,
E G-MEN ! [i il
“THE MICHIGAN STATE AUTHORITIES gyl
{ tlost no time in calling for federal assistance when Pg?é‘?gxgﬁrrggﬂ ?3 . 1
they uncovered the so-called Black legion. But| PRESS INTELLIGENCE @ =~
ihe department of justice $lill recognizes the fact |: :
that national law enforcement agencies have juris- 2067 Commerce Bldg.
iction only when federal laws have been violated.
To the sppeal of Michigan for aid, Afforney | NO.
i+ g General Cummings simply stated that the G-men !
“;@eould not step in unless there were clear indica-|: SYMBOL
_$tions that fedcral law had been flouted. Upon the 7 y
tale enforcement machinery the major portion of PAPER . .. ... f'l o,
{he 1rsk of extirpating erime slill rests. , g o
> The Black legion is a sort of nefarious polit- | CCITY [ e
ical ‘organization. For that reason local electiv ' SIS TR
fficials paturally wonder how many voles thni;_ DATEU 0 o Y

'ill gain or lose by ruppressing the ferrorists, g
vould be convenient for them to aceept federal aid

E__;ld be in position 1o shift responsibilily to (3-men.

R T T e eet— . _
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Mr. Sesenh vl i

— - . Mr Lol 0L

MY ”TH I b

Mr Eebilder . L G

TR B e
|

 MEHT R “][HS R

1

., STRERLING, 1Y, June I.-—.A\u-
{ tiorities tonighi sought to con- -
Inect the Black Legion willh mask-
yed night riders who early today
‘kidnaped & young tenant farmer
near -Chadwick., hound him to a
tree Jimb with lLis pants, ang
I'burned his homeo.

¢+ The victim, Recs Spellman. 31.
iwas alome when called o i

{door. He was roughly thrown

inte  a. car, and driven thirly

;miles. His upper garments were

tastened about his body, and the

ants tied to & iree. Jeaving hir

dangling in mid-air. +
- 1 Heours laler Ire was found an

sreleased, suffering from exposure

* -
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Sterling, Iil, June 1.—~[Special]—
Authorities of 1wo couniies were
puzzled tonight over the kidnaping]|
[and “pants hanging” a voung ten-
{ant farmer of near Chadwlick and
[ the burning of his home during his
5absence.

' Tonignt Spcllman was in voluniary

custody of Sherit E. D. Shepherd whao
was investigating his siory.  The)
sherif  said  certain parts of the
slrange 1aie AW 'met iibe. The sherif
said that while reputed methods of
the Kidnapers were the same as ems
pioyed by the Black Legion, he doubt-
ed fhat there was any conncction.

Tie viclim, Rees Speliman, 21, was
alone in his home last midnight when
he heard a knock at the door. His
young wife had been staying at her
mother'a since the birth of her baby
two weeks ago.  Spellman admitted
a stranger who asked for road direc-
tions.

Masked Men Outside.

Suddenly the man produced a re-
velver and ordercd the farmer 1o ac-
company him. Outside two masked
men stood  beside Speliman's  car.
They forced him 10 get in and drive
through Sierling and Rack Falls 1o
a poinl in Whiteside county, about
thirty miles from his Carroll county
nome. F

There he was ordered out of the,
car and his pants removed. Usingl
he garment as a sling, the men fayg

ened the upper part around hi

ndy under his arms and tied th
‘Fros o a tree limh. His feef, boun
j ith his belt, swung scveral inch

I

i iii
I Tenant Tied; Home Destroye
|

off the ground., His red handker-
chlef was poked into his moulh as

[n tag, and his hands were tied De--

hind his back. Then the men drove
away,

Otto Von Holton, Whileside county
farmer, passcd near the place this
morning and heard Spellman’s cries.
ile unfastened the pants and let the
exhausted vwictim down.  Spellman
collapsed from shock and cxposure,
but was revived a short time later,.

Thought Yictim of Fire,
An haur or so alter the farmer was

tRidnaped his lhouse burned 1o the

ground. Neighbors, who arrived on
the scene after the building was
enveloped in flames, helieved Spell-
man had died in the fire. They
searched the ruins {or his body before
learning that he had spent the njght
ticd 1o & 1iree,

Spellman said he could advance no
motive for the act. He said the men
hardly said a word 1c him and offered
no hint as {0 their reason for kid-
naping him. Authorities working
tlie cate also declared they were ug-
able 1o offer a theory Inr the af-
tack olher than that it was done
& seeret band  of  sel{-appoint
vigilantoes,

P R B ] 7

Wr, Malham _ 57 ¢
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S0 the Scétched snake isn't dead yet? In the manner of all reptiles.
Though its head is smashed and flattened There remains life in the menace,
-\ny the heavy stone hurled on it, And it must not be permitted
5till the rattler's tail is writhing B To revive and spread new terror. _
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Asbury Park, N.

i 193
FDITORIAL

MORE WORK FOQGMEN
The more enlightened citizens of Michigan ha
demanded that conrress nass Icgis gislation auth rr"
ing the G-Men to go into their state and “lquic
the infamous Black Legion. Onece again, it
appear, the local authorities are mcompeben't to.

meet a menacing situation, just as they were pow-L
erless before the onslaught of the kidnaping racket ¢
Federal assistance, of the effective variety supplied!
by the federal bureau of investigation in bringing -
kidnapers to terms, thercfore presents itself as ke
logical remedy. Certainly the Black Legion aud
similar terroristic organizations must be extermi-
nated if American government is to survive.

But one difficulty arises {n the plan to resort toy
the simple device of calling in the G-Men to break;
up & band of masked murders. Where is this pro-!
cess of letting the local authorities “pass the buely 1
to the federal bureau of investigation golng to stop? i
High-priced police forces are maintained by ull!
cities and most of the counties and states.
tainly they should be able to do something besides

hand‘out tickets for illegal parking or locking up‘
i the town drunk., But if this becomes the limi
!Lheu activitics and all the more urgent jobs

handed over {o the G-Men the federal bureauw 01:
[investigation will soon demand that it be multiphied
My size to periorm the extra duties which scem tn be
i»s Iot. Meanwhile it is too much to expect that {ie

sprplus of local police will be curiailed and the!
rcsu]t will find the nation’'s pclice bil] doubling over

mght

Furthermore, what about state's rights? Hardly
a day passes but what a politiclan of low or hwhj
degree 1na3€5t1cahy exclaims that the federal gov-
ernment should keep its hands off the business of
the states, implying that the 48 divisions aof our;.
gavernment are ahle to fake care of themselves, '

Yet it would seem that whenever a taxing job arises
the states run to Washington for assistance. State's
rights is a two-way theory, It implies that the
states be given freedom from federal intcrferenccf
and that they demonstrate their ability to take!
carc of their own business n a creditabie manner. |
Especially when it reaches the proportions of:
the Black Legion, crime is too important a problem ‘
to be fetiered with lengthy debates gp state's rights |
and other paxitical issues. But consistency de- ‘s
mands that if the states refuse lo peErinit the feder- :
al ghvernment to close up syet shops within theu
box?ers or abolish ‘business's+ackeleering, they
posd of not- on.l'y these p:ob[cms but also such fini- |
.pomhg menaces as kidnaping and mob murtler.
The state's right principle is belng scrapped.s we
fear, not by the aggressiveness of the federal gov-
. egm_gf’t\kbut by the.impotefice of the states effec- ;-
tively to exercise their constitutional rights and the

: respOnmbuzty that goes with them.

»
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¢ No one knows quite hov - .
- that “Black Legion” really - T L e
A . T e , . Bome say 30..0_0_0____“_'_(::_1.:' the sk.. . ' e
o 4 and cross bones, privately, some -7t - ‘
* say 6,000,000, You will get more
. . exact information from the poli-
: " ticians. If they begin skirting cau-;
- s : .. . . tiously around the Black Legion,
: ‘ T ol question, showing “reluctance to
. . P prejudge a body of iheir fellow |
. : C ‘ ©OTEen citizens, ete,” you will know that .
oo ' _ it is a BIG legion, with inany
. voters, and that politicians are
afraid of it. You remember how &
. Democratic national convention .
- dodged all dircct reference to the : :
- Ku Klux Klan through fear of -
hostile votes, -

.
——

Unijversal Service, alter inves
tigation, says the lezion members
take a “blood oath” te kill their
own relatives, if need be, to carry
out their commander's orders “in
the name of God akhd the devil," !
Universal Service ggests that:
the legion is tied upt and worksi
in harmony, with on eminently I *
respectable national organization, . : -4
but does not say which. one it is, : :
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=1 A Legion of Death—C

Masked Fanatics Ask
Ind of All the Isms’

Communists and Fascists Are Marked to Die;
Their Wrath Is Also Said to Extend to
Catholics and to the Jews.

By Liam Lenihan.

Strange cotturnes out of the'enrolled, impervious to reason.
twilight of €vilization, dark. giant- {dreaming of sway.
like silhouettes cast against 1he; It was the death-knell of civili-
black background of the watching | zation in the South and go blindly,
night, masks and banners and}ma}evolent]y the white landowners
esoteric ritual, clandestine gather- ysiruck back.
ings and furtive speech . . . Then . Order First Formed
wild rumor of swifi JOLrlbullﬁn and For Amusement.
with it fear—the fear of the] Two years prior {o this period of
enemy unknown, the dread of fear, mob marching and unrest six young
itself , |, men who had seen service in tne

Such is the aureole ot the Black i War of the Stateg, organized, for
Legion and behind it arise the|d1versmn and amusement, the “first
- grim ghosts of the past . , .{“den” of the Kit Klux Klan in the
shadows that luriced in the gloom  little town of Pulaski. Ternn. The
gince tire dawn of Time 1o blmg,ougmal name of their ¢lub was
terror in their wake, phantoms 1hat|hn Kloi, from the Greek word
ever haunied the counter-cddy of 1+ ‘Ku Klos,” meaning band or cir-
the human mind. Primitive so-%me. It was then changed to Ku i
ciety heard the challenge irom{Klux and Klan was later added. i e
the gray mists of the valiey, modern \ And since masguerading was very R
civilizalion caugh{ the eclio in the  much ip vogue the young men ar-
backwash of Main strect. ,rayed themselves in pillow-cases
Members Drawn From angd stiff linen sheets. To deepen SR
Small Town, ihe mysiery they robed their harscs v ’
and mulfied their hools and when
black night feli they rode forth to
-ftarile the -superstitious freedmen.
who thought they were Inarfud pot-
tents of disasier from the nearby
baitlefleld of Shiloh. -
. AL frst the “whites laughed over
ifis discomfture of tihe Negroes,
then noticing a change for the bet-
ter in their conduct, lthey faw in
the organizalion a prnacea fog high-
handed tyranny. Thus preVertied,
the society sprecad like wildfire from
Virginia to Texas and the first
meeting of delegates from all dens
was held in Nashville, amid ac-
claim.

Tormado ot Terror
Sweeps South.

Most secret masked organizations

" are essentinlly a regression, a
definite throw-back to ithe mental-
ity of the savage. Membership is

. drawn m:rrﬂv from ths small town,

# it is in the small town that we
someiimes find the narpow out-
look, -the medlocrity, Ahe  small
minde that are stifled by the deadly
boredom of routine. And in tihat
atmosphere of vaculty and drab-
ness man Ands  stimulation in
secret fellowship, in disguise. For
the disguisze of the Black Legion
~and the white hood of its mother
strumpet, the Klan, renders man
less an Individual, more a heroic
member of a uniform group, less a
person, more a half-god. And dis-
Eulse, too, is the expression of the| Designating the Southern tersi-
paranoiac trend that is in each ot | iory 28 “The Invisible Empire” the
us. For in masks we find courage | convention subdivided it into
to bolrfer anr faare and tn mmana ! e
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&1 merica a Blood Purge

)

Dread Society Claims
EnormousMembership

Its Members, Scattered Throughout the States,
Owe Allegiance to a Mysterious Leader, by
Reason of .Fearful Qaths.

that the suspects were members of [ spiritual if not the aciual heir of
an organization, calling itsel? the| the dreaded Ku Klux Klan Com-
Black Legion, that Poole's death ;posed in equal parts of the Flow
was a ritual murder, that the order | wiited and the malicious. its leaders
had pofitiea} dmplications, with -a~ were given fancy iitles and a siz-
U. 8. dictatorship its avowed goal, iable cut on profils. Each recruit
and that ite tentacles spread fari\'«'ho withed fo sit in judgmeni on
and wide with a possible member- | his neighbor paid $7 for the priv-
ship of 7,000.000. llege. In return he received a black
Far-Flung Activities robe. embroidered with skull and

crostbones, was admitied as a pii-

Revealed,
Aghast, authorities Instituled a|Va¢ Wilh full pormission to de-
Statewide manhunt througheut |DOURce all and sundry wihom he en-

"~ TMichigan, and their quest swept on

vied or disliked.
inte other murders. Prasecutor | 0w Uncle Sam may take a hand,
ints  oihe nirders. : t ) ]
Durcan McCrea found new e\_,j_EFoIowmg the rovelation 1hat the
iCences of jts far-lung aclivities. f];floilhad fla{l‘i pl(a;ms. to Fdn{a}(ﬁ)fhc
Consulting his captives—some de-| G3UEMer of ihe Governor o e,
flant. some babblingly hysterical— | DCPATIMent of Justice sleutns were
L some gy oy tcalled on to stamp oul the mur-
{he Igored over the corener's re-| . L

. . | derous night-riders. Prasecutor
jpcr‘._s {or mysterious deaths and sui- |

) M¢Crea, in wiring Altorney Gen-
Fer E— . : .
cides of the last several month Peral Cummings, safd he thougnht the

rnd presently announcec.l that nowlrackel could be wined oul if the

e\'{donce‘ ha_d come to light in the, Federal Government would invoke

sudden demise ‘of 50 men who, he the Lindbergh law, its big weapon

claims. had died merely because! . ¢ kidnapers

. N | B a .

the'B]ack gang did not will theml The Nation hopes such actinn will

to hve,. . ., be taken. Poole died because he
Detroit was in a state of frenzied | yane 0 much, Perhaps lus death

apprehension, There were pgly 'is not i vain.

rumors that the city hail was in-! . . LN
: w Furtive Figures in M

volved ., . the police force ... S{ate | Tyo Nighi.. AR

officials. What are these pe?p]ei-/’rremhhngj;: the neoptre Fstérs.
like, the c1t1zenr.'y asked, without fhéﬂ-AH arousd him furtive figures as-
-g_latnour of thelr'def{h. masks? AT, (ime grotesque propertions against
one's relatives and*friends on the;the inky blackncss_of the nigit.

sl o - _
1':st of mffl who signed thelr mames ' 0o whisties  grournfully
in blood? through the irees and dles wilth a

There were repercussions tmoug}_l';v.veircl lilting death ratde in the
out the country, too. Sqme.\\'.here 1N gloomy depilis of the wood. Beads
Onio or northwestern Virginia lurks! . perspiration gather on his fore-
the Supreme One of the clan. whase | peag | strained, his ears catch
hame must never be mentioned ex-| 3 ygice as i( drones thd oath of in-
Eﬁf’gb‘e’a ag;s;):::é ii;gf”&{g?éi?{%:' itiation and he hears his own repeat:
police, making rough calculations,| 17 the name of God and the
figured that dues from his robed i devil. one to reward and the other
and armed cohorts would give himto punish, and by tse powers of
the modest income of $700,000 a|light and darkness. good ahd evil,

maonth I-.h.4:~re under the black aven of

i Heaven's avenging symivol, | pledge
Leaders Dragged Out and onsecYale my Nearl. mav hraia.
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Chief Clevk o e
Mr, Clegg . ... 2.
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If thé Black on has done halt ’ L ' PR
the things in Michigan which are’ - S
charged against 1t,. the Michigas ;. _
crimlnal code, State and local, must
be: competent, it enforced, to bring :
to ;book the perpetrators of such
outrages. The prosecutor of Wayne™®
County] who &ays that he knows of B
varloits Instances whéere the mem- '
bers of this organization have vio-
lated Federal law, including the -
LinverroH kidnaping law, ought not
to be wasting time secking evidence .
that will Induce Federal Aftorney -
General . CuMMiNGs to take a hand ~ -
and order out Chlef Hooven's publie = -
catmy hunters. He would opefate | -
‘more direétly to the polnt, and vith |
lesy difficulty, if he starfed the Slate
~cnforeing Powers ‘at_work, oo Ve AL
erq may b6 -an fnierstate cou- i s

Spiracy, committing' ‘offense 'within ;, s
Federn] jurisdiction and warranting !
Federal jurisdiction. But it fs s sate | i,
assumption that the major offenses}
have bsen committed within. State | =
juriadiction, .challenging’ the atat-l -
utes of Btate authority,. Appeals for N
Federal  sctlon may _betokén “su- .
preme confidence jn ‘The efficiency £,
of the:Federal police. - But by the /.
samne foken they, belie <onfidencs fn © 14
State law.enforcement, whether it ! . e
Jbein feat of “actual fncompetence, ;. . -
or of unwillingness to test the po-; ¥
litical “4asizes - Involved: Yp other

waoids the appeal for Federal fnter- |’

vention Jooks ve
Ing & hot buck T
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No Amateurs Wated.

Aside from (heip frequent crAarriage ol

3

y

H
Y oirained men who band fogelill . (g supple-
. _ ' meny the law's efforis is well demonstrated
’ ’ " in the news from Loujsiana, Possemen, in
) bealing through the wilderness to find an
s« escaped eonvict, have xhot three of their
own number., Two o! the searchers fired
blindly at vague Mmovementis in the bruzh
..t In accordance with their orders tn “shoot
oo te kL
© . The order, in the first Place, wag rashly
- Eiven. Not even nolice officers trailing Lha
a7 most dangerous manjac receive sueh uyn-
Yo - gualified instruetions. Plainly, hysteria
. was ruling the sheriffs wie organized the
- g.posse. Add to this the nervousness of
'3 B T .77 i volunteers unaccustomed to {he business of
' o 2L U] man-bunting and the mistaken shots are
Cguite understandable. Byt they may not

' . . " " it can be ctondoned.
ot Particularly in thjs country, where the
N Viellante tradition of fronlier gavs siil

.

lingers, impulsive evies Tor revence musi
st AL hest,

ha continually zuarded dzA

theyv open the way for sh¢)
lLcmis:’an:-l reports; at waogrst, Y oresult jin
- . “Black Legions™ of (he sort Michigan 1s
e A . v oW belatedly scatching,

— -
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ustira  1ha hopelass  ineme: Y of un. -
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" be 50 simply excused—ip fact, Lhey never
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— Capital punishment, gloomy and grim, extends
1o the Black Legion an invitation that some of its
menbiers will accept, whetirer they want 10 or not.
N That Biack Legion, based en secrecy, cowardice,
cruelty, race and religious hatred and murder, has been
[ ] . energetic in enrolling new members, Its rules for mem-
] bership have been worthy of the skull and crossbones
P with which it decorates ity regalia. A member must be
T “native born, Protestant, white, Gentile.” Above all,
— the “native born, Protestant, white Gentile” must. be
. ready to commit MURDER if ardered.
)
,'A: Here is another “club” formed by men to protect
O “thenmiselves from Black Legions, white Ku Klux and sim-
) ilar murder organizations: The Death Penalty, executed L -
A by JUSTICE. . I ; B
[} s F I
: o= . Ll h
i . Terms of admission to that club, as Black Legion- - / ‘
, e bafres will discover, are simple: There are ng oaths, no v ¥~
. dues. 1t does not matter whether you are native born, -
. whxt_e.. Protestant, Gentile, Cathglic, Jew or Negro. And - )
. ©, the initiation is very simple, ’ -
- :

: . N PR
« Yonsitdownin s cnair, while somebody presses a

- ~ bullow, or you stand with hands dud ankles bound, wiile w7

2 ? Semeoue puls a yope around vour neck, and a few fsec-s
B T pre onds later you are a full fledged member. The Black ¥
- % . Le:.“mrr-‘r'.aag_ld,do well to remember this.

S . .
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NEWSPAPER GU:.D
AFFILIATION-LSKED

— N
Board's Report Recommends { _ /.)(\
"A. F. L Move and Urges |- - N S :"";'i‘“r“‘“'"
N . M A1 S 13 S
- Blatk Legion Probe. .
L By thr Associated Press, N :‘ .
: NEW YORK, May 30.—The ‘Execu- ’ .

tive Board of the Americean News-
paper Guild recommended ip its an-

i
nual report yesterday that the guild L 1
_ make sapplication to the American Loy e T
- i Federation of Labor for =& charter Vonlr Fittsas -
signifying affillation with the feder- Té \ir Fnn !
] ir. Fgroo.. . ..
ntion. ' ) i ’
- Edward Levinson, chairman of the 4 M. Fogwoerth .. .
Labor Relations Committee, told the Voo, vt o4 l
200 delegates attending the guild con- X
- - .. . vention that a wmajority and a mi- N A T !
o nority report on-affiilation wouid be ,? S e I
presented today. 4 )

The delegates unanimously adopted

| .
#& resolution urging Senate investi- Poguin, ! s
gation of the Black Leglon, and tele- ‘b* -
grephed President Roosevell saying { . L-),/

the guild unanimously registers its \p T . 0
whole-hearted support of Senate res- {

j & Treack .

Miiny Gandry ..o ueene

olutlon 266, providing {or & thorough
Investigation of rights of free speech
snd assembly and undue interference
with the right of labor 1o bargain col- |
lectively, “Current disclosures con-
cerning the Black Legion activities
emphasize the grave danger to Ameor-
lcan liberties and the vital need of
e searching inguiry into the denial
of civil rights and the violation of: *
democratic traditions,” said the tele-.
gram,
The gulld also discussed the case |
. of Morris Watson, vice president of |
the Guild for Press Assgeiations and |
former employe of t Associated
Press. who charged in complaint to
the National Labor ations Board
he was discharged for guild acci\.'!.ues.J
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H-: . ! ' - - B . i - . :
: . . . - . A . ) . TAKE with n . S
. B L Wy grain .
I the asseryj tiew Clle ;;:fk"::t ALY

st SeemstorMe | - -
o : WM& 1 ' o e { tion numbery 6,000,000 members, ang -

1 | By Heywood C :  fyew
ER o | tion esdthe maost serious considera.
B R O U N - - E’ Investigation. | ‘beliove

ﬁo danger when .hoods lift.
[ "Now it has happened here.
? Things silly and sinister, |
i Probs of Fascism\ needed.
PR Fl N
Eﬁ] No HOODED GROUP in Ameiia
; has done very much damage
7o % once it was dragged out into the
s, open. But there is sometimes & re-
Coewm Y Juctance to tackle such an organiza-
“r, %" i lion openly. The adveni of the na-
. tional econven-
{ions reminds me
of Lthe strange
atmospliere that
prevailed in
Madison Square
Garden when the
Deniocrats met
in 1924 The
Klan was sweep-
ing the eguntry,
but both politi-
cians and publi-
tists, with a few
e onspicuous
newspaper excep-
tions, simply refused to talk aboutit.
The Republican Party was pre-
pared to let well enough siene, and
s were most of the Demecrats.
i Even the foes of the organjzation
"+ were inclined to talk about “inlol-
erance”’ and “bigowry” and name no
names. Indeed, the spokesmen of
 the Xlan had no objection whatlso-
." ever to sweeping declarations con-
" 7 perning “freedom” 50 loNg 45 no fin-
4 por wns pointed directly at the or-
ganization which they served.
But at last there stood up in thie

R Cinrdam 2 man from Maine named
. WAV LT A dAddbid AAVWRIE AVAsAsRaL anwmca e

T =" ¢ Pattangall. He began as the rest
%% had done, talking in generalitics, but
35, ¥ s then he rajsed his voice and said,
L.+ “And when 1 talk of bigotry I refer g
Ay- ¢ specifically o that organizalion
“T.* ' known as the Ku Klux Klan” |
19T 0 The ralters of the building almost t
' came down, It was like the breaking |
; of a storin which has been growling ..’
! ayvgund ever the edge of the horizon.
.1 The fAghl was on, but at least yoir |
- could breathe the aiv. After a mght
, . session which marked the high spot
% in drama of all pelitical conventions
"y of our time the Democrats decided

i of intection. p

3 - ersanally, 1

g fx 1exist jstence of any Nazi tiey Ny
: 8 Worth considering.  Bug fap

<. 1 dair Lewie
LI wia

‘. i e the great . American

-y T for en ¥ i pology.
g € owe him an g

B gert:::n phases of “It Can't Hap oo

ere” seemed to me to run mwpﬁn

e

U pholograph of ¢ ead
o & Bl i

‘“} i?r I was inclined to s:;{r "51;:3:;;?1'; N
- real; you're g character in gz sh‘::;‘

Sinclair ¥ i
» PbLiair Lewis jnventeg you,”
L -

*
: REQENT developments have con-
e :mced Mme that there ought to :
e secampaxgn against the Ameri. .‘
A Tound n:e‘l%fs!’l?vu;w:onnd o Lo -

s Get-md—of—'I’lLat-Si)iy-lz}eri:n?:e:S :
- We are disposed to forget thag ' ’

. ter. Rnaves and dupes
d fanati
!, CALnot be laughed off LI::: e
D An edilorial Eﬁﬁ']hlelltatoreal'::;) ‘r
mnrked» that the Black Shirt S;
. ieads like something taken ou?a ' 4
Huckleberry Finn," Thay i t.:r0
. enough, ibut, eVen so, it cannop g: )
£ taken lightly. Whe could have

s seemed more silly than Mitler bar
) o oai wuTI pelorg

he came inte PoOwer? In
gt':;ul?d s¢em more silly than (iaesegérwti:?
n;ay“ And yet, he is no laughing
- ev::f;e will haye to ferret out Fascism .:
< faen wl:: {t wears the guise of .
) erica m N
¢ particular paperha:g!';rh:)‘;z :slsa oo T
tent@l threat, Indeed, the me po; ' »’
fear in -this eountry m:e those :h
i a::e paper-hung. I refer to Ihg‘
K group t_)f political eiigibles who .
o Prance inte the aiena wearing ‘gl
* garland of Hearst edidrials, 4

~“#the Klan. And yet the fight against
e " the terror was really won in that
é:i‘- ! convention by “FatEgRii’s SpeethL

i
AN o




ON BLACK LEGION e

But Evidence of Violationpuio, = 5™ o oni ™oy and, 220
“of Federal Law Needed, [ 07 % - 5500 f i dolpn 0 12
Cummings Writes. ; R o

By the Assoctited Press.

The Federal Government is ready.
it was learned todpy, to begin a broad
offensive against the Black Legion
the moment it receives definite evi-p
dence that Federsl iaws have been
riolated.

If black legionnaires are shown tof,?
have kidnaped persons.and transport-
ed them ncross State lnes, officials|:
explained, the “G men” will get into
action immediately. ’

The *“Lindbergh law” makes such|
an offense a erime against the Fed-
eral Government, and if the victim;
suffers bodily injury, the guilty person/ -.
may be punished with the death pen-
alty. )
Attorney General Cummings, how-

ever, indicated the Government is
powerless to move unless it receives)-
evidence that the Federal statute actu-} .}
ally has heen violated. He took this|/
ptand In & reply yesterday to & mes-
sage from Duncan C. McRea, prose-|.
cuting ‘attorney of Wayne County,f:
Mich., who had asked that J. Edgar|’
Hoover's Justice Department agents.
be assigned te investigate the order’ '
accused of terrorism,

Cummings wired: e

o “As, of course, you are aware, the .

W} muthority of the Department of Justice ;",
{n criminal matters is limited to vio-
lations of Fedfral statutes.

“If you have information that =
Federal offense has been committed
1 would suggest thel you submit the
ssme to the Depariment of Justice|® °,
&! Wauehington " &

.5 ‘There was no information lodey .
. ms to how soon Congress would come |, =

to a vote on a resolution, offered hy
™ Genator Benson, Farmer-Lahorite, of |’

« ° Minnesota for a joint House and Sen-

ate investigation into *such terroristic
organizetions ax the Black Legion”
_and other groopsumeded to be "sub-

)
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. )
CummingsBars
Hooded Legion

Inquiry by U.S,

= Sen.Benson Asks Congress
#5438 to " Act; Intimidation
N in Ohio Charged,

By the Unifed Press.

.- eiety of night-riding terrorists, were

The Department of Justice yes- |
terday declined temporarily to join |
the investigation of Black Legion,
terreristic activities because there !
was insufficient evidence that Fed.-

eral laws had been violated. i

v Duncan C. McCrea, Detroit prose-:
"> euting attorney, had appealed for.
. #id from ihe Federal agenis after,

" his investigation of the slaying of

a WPA worker by the night-riding

band because he “knew ‘oo much”
uncovered evidence indicating the
terrorists were operaling in more

than 15 States. R

2 Attorney General Homer 8. Cum-

r

‘ mings replied that more informa-!

+ tion concerning possible Federal! . -

law violations would be necessaryf
befora the Juslice Department |
. agents could enter the case, but:
' left the way open fnr throwingi
Federa]l men into the investigation !
by inviting McCrea to submit such
information.

“As of course you are aware”
Cummings telegraphed M cGrea,
, “the authority of the Department of
Justice in eriminal matters is lim-
lted o viclations of Federa! statutes,
*1t you have any information indi-
taling that a Federal offense has
. been committed. I would suggest
- that you submit the same io the

. Depariment of Justice.”

. Congress Inquiry Nearer.

" Meanwhile, efforts for Congres-|
+eional investigation of {he Black
".Legion and other *un-American”
“secret orders gained jimpetus on
«Capitol Hill
A ihorough inquiry into all such
" “subversive” organizations by a
Joint Congressional committee was
-praoposed in a resolution introduced
in the Senale yesterday by Sena-
Anr Elmer Benson {(Farmer-Labor),
-Minnesola. A similar resolution
was offered in ihe House Wednes-
day by Representative Samuel
Dickstein (Republican) New York.
' Benson urged Congress to act
-prompily before “we awake to the
' day when our cherished American
, Jiberty will be a thing of the past.”
His proposal called for appoint- |

ment of four Senators and fourl -

. Representatives with full power iol:
N make a thoro frtestigation of |
* seeret ordersm to establish !
dictatorship or rule by forte and |
terror in the United Siates.” .

[P |

CAarAdaw
wviaern,

OWas

. rolled numerous Detroj
© and

g \

New Appeal to U. B.
Deiroit, May %f8~tFrm New ap-

pealg to the Federal Government {o
throw its power into the fight to up-

root the Black Legion, secret so-

before n half dozen governmental
agencies tonight.

‘ Resolutions demanding Congres-
sional investigations awaited aclion
in both the House:and Senate in
Washington, where the Michigan
Democratic Congressional commit-
lee was drafting. legislation to em-
power J, Edgar Hoover's Depart.
ment of Juslice operatives to strike
at the black-robed order. )
. Prosecutor Dunean €. McCrea

sought new light on the exlent of
the Black Legion, which he believes
is active in at least 15 States, by |
proposing that the Internal Revenue

. Department check up on the income ,

tax relurns of Yirgil F. Effiinger,

Lima (Ohio) contractor, who has

agserted that the organization has

a national membership of 6,000,000.
Cites Collections.

McCrea said he had evidence in-

dicating that Effiinger is collecting |

10 cents a month fram members of |
the Black Legion, as well as selling |
them t{he death’s head robes and
other regalia they are charged with
wesring on the midnighi flogging
parties of which they are accused in
several States. . )
Postoffice inspecfors were re-
poried at work in Jackson, Mich.,
where five men are charged with
beating a reluctant member with |
the heavy, three - pronged whips |
such as have been seized in several !
recent raids, checking reports that
mail carriers there belonged o ihe |
One mail carrier is under'
suspension, |
Still another Federal inguiry !
: sought by Representative:
Dingell (Democrat), of Michigan.'
who said he would ask that a Fed-
eral grand jury be called. . !
In Delroit, where the slaying of:

.Charles A. Paole, May 13. led to.

the {fast moving expose of the,

- Black Legion, charges were heard ,

that the shrouded band had en..
patrolmen ¢
southern  Michan prison ,
guards in an effori Jo buiid up’
swiftly an organizatjhn skilled in
the use of firearms

nd permitted
legally 1o own thenm. !

Al =~

" tectives and Federal potal inspec-

v ln.-.'r.

]
T
" Chirs
M. Clegy
Officers’ Names Lisled.
“We have no idea in-gs ...
roads of the Black Legion into-
lice personnel may be” said,..- - -

“"Chief of Deteclives Henry W. Piel. .,

“The mames of several officers have ™
been,fourfl on lists seized from' ......--
Black Legion  members.” - ,
Three teams of deteciives were
assigned to the investigation and .....
five police officers were summoned
in the office of Police Commissioner """~
Heinrich Pickert for questioning.

A parallel investigation is under {)‘ -
way in the depariment af strest ! ;..#i

railways. and eight employes have |\
been suspended, .

A resolution demanding an {ine -oemec—em
vestigation of the Black Legion in |
©Ohio, where it has been aceused of /"

night riding and with attempting l’-—..._...-
1o gain control of relief activities
in the Lima area, was placed be- [~
fore the Qhio Senate immediately
atler an earlier resolution to the
same eflect had been defeated,

In Boston, officiale said State de- |

——

tors were altempting 1o learn if
numerous threalening letters and
dummy bombs sent recently to citi-
2zens and officials in New England
were the work of the Black Legion.

) Eche in Kentucky.
Siill other echoes of terrorism

were heard in Saylersville, Ky,
where a number of fioggings of'

" both men and women were attrib-

uted by authorities to a secret so-

 ciely known as the “Black Legs.”

whether the
ed with the

It was not known
group there was affiil
Black Legion. ..

Possible use of tHe Michigan

criminal syndicalism [atute as a .
weapon against the Hlack Lezion
wag studied ioday b¥ Prosecutor

Gwen Dudley. of Jackson County,
wha said {he law prohibits any *ad-

Cyocacy of erime, sabolage. violence

or ferrorism as a means of acrom-
plishing industrial or political re-

Ji".',n.“-" [ ——
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B MAKING..
UNDERGOVER
PROBE Or GULT

. But Cummings Says U. S. Is
i Powerless Unless Federal
. Laws Have Been Violated

1Y

WASHINGTON, May 28
(US).—Attorney General Cum-
mings tonight withheld formal
Federal action against thei
Black Legion, saying the Gov-
ernment is powerless to take
punitive measores unless the
hooded band is found to have
violated national laws, '

Nevertheless, {t was learned re-
liably in Detroit that G-men are
deep in an undercover investiga-
tion of Legionnaires’ activities
throughout the Middle%

Agtermine if Federal laws Raw
been violated.

LN

%]

‘Authority Limited’

Cummings’ reply to a tfele-
gTap appeal from Stiate's -
torney McCrea of Wayne County;
Mich., who had asked the Attor-
ney-General to place & squad of
G-men at hiz disposal, he sald:

“The autharity of the De-
partment of Justice In criminal
matters is Ilmited to violations
of Federal statutes. It you have
any information indicating that
a Federal offense bas been com-
mitted, 1 wonld supgest you
submit it to the Department of
Justice at Washington.”

Announcement by Cummings of
a cautious policy by the Govern-
ment in the Black Legion investi-
gation came shortly after Rep.
lesinski (D.-Mich.) forwarded to
the Department of Justice a bundle
of letters from his constituents
charging that high ranking Michi-
gan officials have been actively
linked with the organization of
night-riding fanatics.

Dickstein Ashs Fund

Farlier Rep. IAgkstein, chair-
man of the Housk Immigration
Committee, called on the Senate
to appropriate $100,000 for a spe-
cial House investigation of the
kian,

At the same time Sen. Benson
(F. L.-Minn,) intreduced a reso-
Jution asking for a joint Congres-
asional Investigation of the Black
Legion and “all kindred groups.”

The committee would be ruthor-
I2ed to sit all Summer and Fall
with the stipulation that it make
its report =ext January. Benson
requested $50,000 for the investi-
gation. Lesinski declared:

“If locks very much like the
Black Legion has spread its ac-

vitfes inio many Siates and

at fact alone should rrant

Federal investigation.

“The Michigan delegation will

ake a strong plea thati{the G-
men go immediately inig Michi-

gan.” L
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U.S. INQURY ON |
| BLACK

| LEGION 'NCTQMESF“‘"“

|FORECAST HERE

+

SUSPECTED

Unit That Put Capone‘i
In Prison Is Studying
Michigan Reports

Internatlonal News Sercice
An inquiry by the Federal Gov-
ernment into the financial affairs
) of Black Legion chieftains ap-
peared certain today.

Elmer Irey, chief of the Inter-
nal Revenue Bureau's intelligence
unit, whose agents sent Al Ca-
pone to prison for income tax
violations, announced he will give
careful consideration to reports
from Michigan that hint possibl
tax evasions by leaders of th

-ry

clan, -
Detroit Prosecutor Duncan
) McCrea requested the Intern
5 :. Y, IRevenue Bureau to check the in-
( / ; ") f{ £ h omes of Black Legion heads,
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Appeals for Aid !
McCrea aso appealed to Atto
ey General Cummings for ai
running downh members of t
r-flung band. Irey said:
“Agents of ihe intelligence
unit in Michizan undoubiedly
are watching developments in
this case for possible disclosure

H H
of incoms tax viglations.

Cuminings promised McCrea’ ha
would send G-men into Michigan
immediately upon receiving evi-
dence of Federal violations by
Black Legion members.

Following a conference with
Chief J. Edgar Hoover of the
Bureau of Investigation, the At-
torney General asked _AcCrea to
forward such evidence to the Jus-
tice Department, Cummings said
that up to now the alleged dep-
redations of the legion do not
fall within Federal jurisdiction.

Resoluiion Passed

Meanwhile, Chairman Dickstein,
of New York. of the House Immi-
gration Committee, and Senator
Benson (F.-L) of Minnesota, said
they will press for action on their
resolutions calling for a Congres-
sional inquiry into activities of the
group.

Dicksiein announced he had
gathered “startling information”
which he will place hefors the

il MTIUVIC i
House next week. He added:
“This Information concerns or-
ganizations which are fomenting
religious and racial hatred, an
has come to me unsolicited.”

The Michigan House delegatiqn
also considered issuance of a joikt
statement formally condemnifty

ctivities of the Legion,

)

¥y,
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" -ment,”” the Black Legion in Michigan seems to be an even

i#: in America. L
: One of many reasons why that typical American, Alf M..- e et e

‘ 'E For such a man there can be only admiration, coupled with’ . - + .~ CoTe

-__’ wh"él'mr"ina.mfested in th:s great count.ry of our;:____.
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Credited with fifty murders in the cause of “good govern-}:

- more sinister manifestation of racial and religious hatred than}
.*the Ku Klux Klan from which it apparently originated.
From the Declaration of Independence to the present day,

- tolerance of others' religious beliefs has been the mark of thet. L
‘ "true American. .

.~ That is one of the fundamental tenets of Americanism, em-, =" +-.
“bodied as such in the Constitution, upheld by the courts, prac-|

- tised in their daily lives by all good citizens. : s
Unlike Fascism or Communism, Americanism grants full. -

“ Yiberty of conscience to all people whether their a.ncestors R

came here on the Mayflower or via Ellis Island. RS .
Intolerance has no place in the American scheme of things,. ’

and homicidal fanatics of the Black Legion type have no place N

- Landon, possesses the confidence of millions of his fellow::
" Americans is his courageous stand on this issue a2 shown not
only by his words but by his RECORD. :» T R
‘  He fought the Klan in Kansas, campaigned for the anti-: DR v
- Klan candidate for Governor, risked his political future be- ,..-<. .5 727 )
< cause HE WOULD NOT TOLERATE INTOLERANCE, r < LT e

! the knowledge that if he is called to the Presidency he will ‘_; N
¢ STAND LIKE A ROCK AGAINST BIGOTRY, however, and . R A R
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G-MEN INVITED

T0 PROBE CULT

Cummings Suggests Sending
of Evidence if Federal
- Statutes Violated.

INTERSTATE TRAIL K SEEN

Detrdit Prosecutor McCrea

Charges Groups Active

in 15 or 18 States.

WASHINGTON, May 28 ().—Atty.-
Gen, Cummings today Invited Mich-
igan state authorities to submit any
evidence that the “Black Legion™ had
violated federal laws as » necessary
prelude to action by the federal gov-

The invitation was addressed to
Duncan C. McCrea, prosecuting attor-
ney of Wayne county, wio telegraphed
the justice department asking that
federal bureau of investigation n.gent;s
be assigned o uncover the Lerrorist
order's activities,

House and Senafe Ready.

Hpuxge and senate members alsn fonk

action during the day, designed to
clear the way for the federa] govern-
ment to assume jurisdiction in an in-
vestigation and possible prosecutions.

The Cummings message, sent the
Waype county prosecutor after the
conference, sald:

"As of course you sre aware, the
authority of the department of justice
in eriminal matters is limited to viola-
tions of federal statutes. '

“If you have any Information indi-
cating that a federal offense has been
cemmitied I would suggest that you
submit the same to the department of
Justice at Washington.”

Interstatle Activity Charged.

he knew definitelv “that the Black
Leglon is now operating in {ifteen or
eightecrp states.”

New York and Chicago,” McCrea de-
clared. “I am unable to investigate
the evidence and for that reason I

of justice, .

“I have reason”to believe that the
activities of the (Black) legion have
included the haullng of bodles across
state boundary lines, which is a fed-
eral offense. Many serious crimes have

been commifted in states other than |.

Michigan.” . . '
E .“:ﬁ.

"3

2o
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McCrea in hls message asserted that |
“I knbw that it ix very active in:.

have sought ithe aid ):-: the department
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uperallves to strike at the black-robed
order, :

Prosecutor Duncan C. McCrea
sought new light on the extent of the
glacl_t Legion, which he belleves is ac-
tive in &t least fifteen states, by pro-
posing that the internal revenue de-
partment check up on the income tax
returns of Virgil F. Effinger, Lima
(0Q.) contractor, who has asserted that
the organization has a national mem-
bership of 6,000,000,

McCrea said he had evidence Indi-
cating that Effinger is collecting 10
cents a month from members of the
Black Legion, as well selling them
the death's head robe§ and other re-
galia they are charged with wearing
on the midnight flogging parties of
which they are accused In several

states.

Postoffice inspectors were reported
at work in Jackson, Mich,, where five
men are charged with beating a re-
luctant member with the heavy,
three-pronged whips such as have
been seized in several recent raids,
checking reports that mail carriers
there belonged to the order. One mail
carrier is uynder suspension. .

Still another federal ingquiry wa

ought by Representative Dingell,
Eemocrat. of Michigan, who said he
would ask tbat a federal grand jury
be called.

In Detroit, where the slaying of
Charles A, Poole May 13 led to the
fast-moving expose of the Black Le-
glon, charges were heard that the
shrouded band had enrolled numerous
Detrolt patrolmen and southern Mich-
igan prison guards in an effort to
build up swiftly an organization skilled
in the use of firearms and permit-
ted legally to own them.

“We have no idea how deep the
Inroads of the Black Legion into po-
lice personnel may be,” sald Chief of
Detectives Henry W. Piel. “The nemes
of several officers have been found on
lists seized from Black Legion mem-
bers.”
 Three teams of detectives were as-
signed to the investigation and five
police officers were summoned to the
office of Police Commissioner Henrich

ickert for questloning.

A paralle]l investigation s under
way In the department of street rail-
ways, and eight empiloyes have been
suspended.

A resolution demanding an inves-
tigation of the Black Legion in Chio,
where it hes been accused of night
riding and with attempting to gain
control of relief activities in the Lima
area, wak placed before the Ohio sen-
ate immediately after an earlier res)-
lution to the same effect had been de-
fented. '

In Boston officials said state de-

ctives and federal postal Inspeciors

ere attempting to learn If numerous
hreatening letters and dummy bombs
nt recently to cltizens and officlals
J New Engiand were the work of the

Black Legion.
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Black Legion!

Attacked by |

Klan Head |

The Federal Burcau of Invess
tigation, headed by J. Edrar Hoo- !
ver, should hreak up terroristic

activities of the Black Legion or’

L S )

o kozan

. bowwwrth

- ‘ .
‘% ’ ) .'. . binrke

any similar organization, “letting
the chips fal! where they may,”

%m_\_v‘_mm_lmjma_lcrm:ﬂ[
0 w Ku-Kiux Klan, declared
here ‘Thursddy. |

Black Legion activities. he said,
seem to be crossing state lines, |
and the federal government!
should, therefore, take a hand.
1 This is especially the case. Dr.
Evans said, because state officials
seem to have become involved In
the Black Legion affairs.

The Klan head said his organ-
{zation had mede & *superficial”
investigation of the Black Legion,
and all records and information
which it posscssed were at the
disposal of federal authorities.
'G-MEN SHUEP-ACT'

Initiative for the investigation
lies with the G-men, he said,
however,

“That's what they are paid
to do, and that's what they
should do,” he sald.

D -

. Evans said he had scnt no
{o J, Ed

Ho h of the Fuderal Ba-
[ f Inve .
The Ean. he said, hopes the

-1 tederal government will break up
all terrorism, but §s leaving ac-
tive operations in the hands of
legally constituted authorities.

Dr, Evans condemned the
Black Legion vigorously for its
“lawlessness” and declared that
obgervation and enforcement of
the law is the only course for
American cltizens to follow.

Michigan, he said, is . Mid-
i west state, and there is much
i subversive sactivity in that area,
in his epinion, which should be
stamped ouf—s—=—>
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Michigan Congressmen Draft
Legislation for Smashing

Black Legion
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WASHINGTON, May 23 (APr-A
powerful movement got u::der way In'
Congress today to equip J. Edgar Hoov-
er's Yederal agents with new powers to
smash the Black Legion.

The Michigan Democratic congressmen
began drafting legislation to allow the
agenta to investigate the organization and

take action.
My, J.. Edgar Hoover,” announced

Representative Sadowskl, chairman of
the group, "has said that apparently no
Federa! law has been violated., If one
has not then we shall make every effort
to pass one that will cover it,

“This organization is evidently inter-
atate In its operations, It is very clear to
me that it is the function of the Foaderal
Government to stop- this crime-fostering
organization. We have no need for such
1a society that operates by shootings and
bombings."”

Saying that the Black Legion might be
tolerated In some of the “‘more back-
ward forelgn nations,” Sadowski added
that it has no place In the United Btates
where the Constitution guarantees re-
liglous and political fresdom. -

_He mafd ho hoped a blil covering the |
desires of thé commltiss could be com-
pleted by the end of the week,

A Justice Department spokesnsan indi-
cated Attorney General Cummings would
reply today to the request of Duncan C,

* |l McCrea, Detrott prosscutor, for 8 Eﬁn.l
inweweigmalan of the hooded oTERD tisn,
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GMENREADY ",
T0 START WAR
" ONVIGILANTES

Awaiting Ordy Evidence
Of Lindbergh Law

Violations

OTHER FORCES MOVE

Yiminal Syndicalismﬁ

“\May Be Invoked by
' Michigan.

b

Washington — (AP)-—The federal
government {5 ready, It was learned
today, to begin a broad offensive
against ‘he Black Leglon the moment
it recelves delinite evidence that fed-
eral laws have been violated.

If Black Legionnalres are shown to
have kldnaped persons and trans—_
ported them across state lines, of-
flclals explalned, the “G Men” will
get into actlon tmmediately. -

The ‘T.indbergh law" makes such
an offense a erime agalnst the fed-
eral government, and If the vaym

syuffers bodily Injury the guilty pe
a\m may be punished with the death

pet‘:.\&ty.

Thes Hartford Times

May 29, 19335

Forwarded by wew vork O T'ice

+

Must Mave Evidence
Attarney Qeneral Cumaings, ho
evnK‘ Indicated that the gov&*lé)
powerless to move unlesa 1t receives
evidence that the federal statute act-

urlly hag beep violated,

He took this stand in A reply yes-
terday to a message from Duncan C,
McCrea, prosecuting aftarney of Wayne

County, Michigan, who had asked that
. Edgar Hoover's Justice Department

order accused of terrorism,
In Detroit it was sald that Michl-

“ §an's criminag syndlcallsm law, en-

acted to combat communism, may be
invoked against the Black Legion,

Prosecutor Owen Dudley of Jackson
County sald today he contemplinted
the prosecution of 13 men ‘whom he
described as the “board of directors”
of the night-riding terrorists in that
coukty, under the statute.

{ Long Terms Pasalble :
. 1| provides tor imprisonment uy to ;
10 years and s maximum fine' of
45,000 for “advocacy . ., or teachl '
the duly or necessity of ¢rime, saboy
tage, violence or terrortsm to accomp- '
lsh industrlal or Folitical reform.”
At least two grind Jury investiga-
tlons of the vigilantes weré Imminent, ,
while both houses of Congress had ¢
before them resolutions demanding
tongresslonal inquiries. }
Internal Revenue depariment of-
ficlals declined to discuss & sugges-

-|tlon from McCres that they inspect
Incame tax returns of Virgl F. Er- I
Iinger, Lima, Q., contractor described |
*{by the Detroit prosecutor as & regional |;

Ieader of the order. They sald such
Buggestions alweys were welcome.
Although McCrea said he had evl-

halles, and collected 10 cents g mnth
frol} each member, Effinger said)at
Limy that “I haven't sold anythigg,”

Bndyexpressed no fear of an inco‘ .
tax inquiry,

Bgents be asslgned to investigate the |

dence indicating that Effinger sold |
I'o) and hoods to the Black Legion- |

!
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INDIANAPOLIS NERS
May 29, 1936
Stephen C. Noland, Editor

~—LLACK LEGION™

Revelations that organizations sime
ilar to the Black Legion, unearthed

in connection with s Detroit mob |

vengeance slaylng, have been thriv-
ing for some time in several middle
western  states, are disquieting,
Aside from one intimation thet
federa] department of justice agents
encountered evidence of the or-

Qg to thelr light, Thes—aceumed |
to correct what they believed to be

the fallures of the law and of duly
constituted government.

To the exteni that poor law en-
forcement inspired the growth of
their membership, the sltuation can
in & measure be overcome by good
Police work in- breaking up the
gangs gnd making cases against all
that are guilly of taking the )

nization about eighteen months
o, nothing has been brought out
yet to show that it was the sub-
et of official atiention anywhere
until the Detrolt killlng & few days
ago. How a secret society zo sin-
ister in its purposes and methods
could flourish for more than s few
weeks without being exposed by the
police is what puzzles the people.
The explanation that in some places
the police may have been in colly-

sion with the organizers hardly suf- gnvern Itself accordingly: : -

fices to explain the Becrecy.
~ Such organizations gain a foot-
holéd only when there is a consid-
erable feeling among the people
that law enforcement is weak, When
& group of masked men undertakes
te usurp the authority and func-
tion of the police &nd the courts,
it is either bent on robbery and
violence for gain, or is able to con-
vince law-abiding men that some-
thing is wrong in law enforcement.
B0 far there has been no showing
that members of the Biack Legion
were organized to break the law for
their own gain or that they were
engaged in shielding lawbreakers.
!Indocd. one of their reported pur.
poses is to enforce the frw—wccord-

into their own hands. 1In g f1pe
country the duty of every citizen djs-
satisfied with policies of goveln-
ment Is to work for improvement
by use of the ballot. No other plan
can be tolerated. Terrorism in any
form is & menace %o free govern-
ment, and to peace and good order,
and its authors are enemies of go-
ciety. ‘The Detroit exposure is a
warning to every community to |
make a complete Investigation snd

|
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T oCARS Blade’s Program for Telado

Develop Maoring Basin,

Develop down-town water fromt park.
Enforce traffic rules without exceptions,
City purchase of Transcontinental Airport.

o 7} f' - ce C’
Black Leglon Hysteria
B Will Cool -
PROSECUTOR REAMS says he has no
information upon whick to base an
official investigation of the Black Legion by

the Lucas county grand jury. If and when
arresis are made or evidence of criminal

activities by this organization in Lucas

county is presented, witnesses will be sum-
moned and a thorough investigation begun.

But no organization of so-called vigilantes,
or avengers, or even of professional criminals,
could have commitied all the major crimes
and atrocities which the police, the prose-
cutors and other law-enforcement officials
In all parts of the country, now suggest may
have heen committed by the Black Legion.

L] % L]

And we do not believe for one moment that
the Black Legion has millions of oath-bound,
dues-paying mentbers. Active as it may have
been in a few localities, it is unthinkable that
hundreds of mysterious murders and kid-
napings and threats of violence can be
atiributed righifully to its membership.

We have only words of condemnation for
mobs or organizations which fan race or

religious prejudices into flame and whose |

methods are those of violence, but out of the

sordid Deireit murder story, a veritable

nation-wide Black Legion hysteria seems to

have developed. Some of the reports come

from beyond the frontiers of reason. They

overtax the credulity of intelligent readers.
* L ] »

Prosecuior Reams’ position in this matter
is sound and sensible. He will sink the prpbe
quickly, and deep, when he finds 'something
Jlll'l‘: Bubﬂbﬂllbiﬂl lhﬂll lul“UlB allu gutm
and gossip upon which to base an investigar
tion, ’

Meanwhile the wide unfavorable publicity
which "the Black Legion has been given may
serve at least one good purpose—that of
putting another robed and hooded organiza-
tion out of business.
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KEAN-CHIEF ADVISES

AIRIAIA DRI LAV

| I:Nl.llﬂll ULAIJR LEGION

kEvans'Urges G-Men to Act as
i They Did on Kidnapers.

an The Associated Prese. .

ATLANTA, May 29.—Hiram W.
Evans, Imperial Wizard of the Ky
Klux Klan, urged the federal gov-
‘ernment today to stamp out the
"Black gion, hooded t.erronst 80-
ciety,

“The Tederal governmem has

brought kidnaping to an end in

Amerlcs,” he says, “and if the same!

etficient- men iu:”('nsir"c.".ted to go

to the boitom of the Black Legion,
they will end night riding in the
United States.”

Evans denled emphatically that
any connection existed between the
Elack Legion and the Ku Klux Kian.

| A suspect under investigation in

Detroit told officers that the Black
Legion -drew its members from
among ‘former members of the
Klan

“The Ku Klux Klan is opp, sed to
terrorism - and does not belfeve in
any llegal actien for any cause
whatscever,” Evans said, pledging
the Klan's ald in stampingjout the

s | Black Legion.
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INDIANAPOLIS NEWS
May 29, 1936

VAR BN HEPT
ON BLACK LEGON

Officials Assert They Have No
Trace of Organization in
Indianapolis.

'n-.\

Authorities in Indianapolis tod
held to a pdlicy of ‘watchful waiz
iing” in connection with purporte !
B ck Legion activities here.

us far not a single official of tie
county, cily or federal government in

Idianapolis has received reliable in-

formation that the Black Legion is

even organized in this eity, and none
hag bzen informed of any overt acts:

by stray members. i

A calling eard put into a mail box
&l the apartment of Miss Helen Ban- '
ham. 6566 East Twelfth street, Thurs-:
day night, was said to be typical of |
the type of pranks invariably fei-!
Inuung nation-= wi
cults.

It bore the pame “Black Legion.”
with the words Captain and Agent
68 inscribed in one corner.

Michael F. Morrissey, chiel of pé-
‘ice. said he had received copies bt
y §wo handbills found Thursday py

me boys. The handbills purport=d

carry the oath of the Black Legmn

gether with much of the organiza-
{ tion's hocus-pocus, But there was
'no proof they were authentic and
‘there was no flurry of excitzment
fabout them.

John Dowd, head of the depart-
| ment of Justlce office, repeated =a
! previous statement that he had not -
| heard anything about the Black Le- |

gion in Indianapolis, and that lLis
‘ department was not investigating
anyihing connected with it.

Eherilf Otto Hay, who said his men
Lad been on ihe slert for a counly
organization of the Black Legion,
:eporiied they had found no indica-

ions that it exist2d herspm—m———u
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TERROR CULT HEAD
HUNTED IN DETROIT:
LOCAL PROBE OPENS

nvestigation Launched ‘by
Prosecutor Spencer and
Police Department.

Chief Morrissey and Prose-
reutor Herbert M. Spencer to—
} a:‘}" besau Gll. JIIVCDIASGU].UIJ
ipto alleged local activities of

e “Black Legion.”
As a basis for their investigation

Fa 54 4

Prosecutor Spencer said that a
fyrther  information  discover
ould be turned over to the grand
jury along with the alleged dozu-
ments found by The Times and now
in his hands,

Meanwhile in Detroit Duncan
McCrea, Wayne County prosecutor,
said evidence has been turned up in
the last 12 hours that leads investl-
gators to believe that Vern F. Ef-
finger, Lima, O., has been active in
organizing the Black Legion in In-
diana. McCrea said the Department
ol Justice, which yesterday agre
to sasign him agents for the s
had now decided to withhold ¢

they had three sets of six typéy
uments from the alleged Black
Legion, discovered on the near
North Side.
i Chief Morrissey said:
“We will do ail we can to sup-
press the progress of the Black Le-
; glon in Indianapolis. If our investi-

[ g=tioun calls for more men they will

!be supplied. The matter certainly
merits investigation.

“We are golng ahead sn instruc-
tions from Prosecutor Spencer and
will give this matter a thorough in-
vestigation. I am turning the infor-

!mation over to the homicide squad

seeg_xs that the mvesmgahion may'

lea cide cases.”

i under Lient. Roy Pope, since it

operation pending developments,

Miss Helen Bonham, 656 E. 12th-
st, told police she found a calling
card in her mall box last might on
which was printed, “Black Troops
Capt., Agent 37.” This card did not
resemble the other notes discovered
elsewhere Wednesday night

A seal was nwuup:u on the back
of the card and inside the geal in
red ink was stamped “N 28. Other
numbers on the back but not in the
seal were “XX 9” and “N 28-21."

She told detectives she did not
know who could have put the card
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I i—k ¥ Fthat ha hnd heard nothing abbtr—the ‘F’: - -~
" B organization being established in the B T T
. county, ACO
' No Evidence in State, g The -, e
. Neither has evidence been uncov- hpet it A _
Ilnl" I I'Irl \' ered to indicate that the Black - Y ‘
Legion is organized in any part of My, T :
the state, according to Governor S
Paul V., McNutt. e
Sheriftf Otto Ray and Calpt. Ma.;t wr. Fle o b
. Leach, head of the state police, sai *r. Foos
i i that nothing‘'has come to their at- )
TWO Handb["s Found n C|ty tention which would indicsLeMacQIV- W P -
i - ity of the organization in Marion o, 31 - ‘ _
' Be"eved Work Of sen . coyunty or any place in the state. . he THEAR V-’ ) i
i G-men herk will not investigate LTARS / i
sation Seekers. Black Legion activities unless a Fed- * . P }
eral law violation is attributed to its Lir. ¥ow K !
- members and thus far there has Bl oot /’ o
There is no concrete evidenca that | Peen no information rchlf’e%ot}?:titl ¢
" P ; is operating in this siaie, .
the Black Legion is organized !n In- gowg, chief investigator of the Fed-|
dianapolis, city, county, state and| grai Buresu of Investigation of the
Fdderal “law enforcement officials Department of Justice,
s83id last night. . o
. wo  typewritten handbills pur-
rted to be literature of the RBlac
Legion, which were reported foun
. ihere yesterday, are belleved to bk |
the work of *sensation seekers” | ’

tent upon perpetrating a hoax,
was aaid, ;
An gmlleged Black Legion “calling -
card” was found by Miss Helen Bon- ' _ R
ham, 636 East Tweifth street, Apt. 4,
in her mail box last night. Ii was
smudged with fingerprints and bore
the printing: “Black Legion™ and in | i
the lower corners “Captain” and b
“Agent M 697
Photostatic copies of the handbills
‘were obtained by Michael F, Morris-
{sey, chief of police, last night and
y he said that an effort will be made
[to trace the typewriter on which
they ~were written,

Both Found By Boya,
Both of the handbills were found
b boys. One was Iying In the atreet

apd the other was stuck behind} a
. @por knob {o an apartment build.
- - 1BE.

The handbills were in two shedts,

Ons shect was an alleged member-

. ship blank and the other announced

. that members would call “in robe"

to enllect membership dues, The al-

leged 6ath of the Black Logion also

was printed an the bills. ' -
Officiala point out that {f Black - )

(Legion organizers hagd distributed |

literature more than two  copiea 4

would have coma to light. Chief

Morrissey eaid that the ‘police de- u
partment has recelved no informa-
tion of citizens finding similar hand-
bilis at their home.

Herbert M, E&pencer, progecuting
attorney, said that in event of a law
violation attributed to the Black La-
gion an extensive investigation !
wauld be made. Aside from the find- ‘

) . ing of the twa handbills _ha.asid \ ‘; )
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Black Legion

of Relief Office Is Bared

COLUMBUS, O.—Transcripts of de-
tailed testimony concerning alleged
Black Legion “domination” of Allen
Counly poor retief administration was
made public today by Rep. H. T.
Phillips (R.) of Athens County, mem-

er of the joint legislative relief in-

estigating commijttee which con-
ucted hearings in Lima last July.

Two witnesses told the committee

o
. o

'‘Domination™

members of the Black Legion were
given preference in the granting of
relief, were made foremen on reliel
projects, and that non-members were
discriminated against,

One of these withesses, George
Armstrong, Lima, admitted wunder
oath he was a Legion member.

While he was belng ¢ross-examined,
Armstrong was safd to have admitted
Legion members took an oath “to kill
their enemies, If necessary,” and to
“swear to a lle” to protect fellow

| members.

Asked #f he had heard of anybody
being killed, Armstrong replied, *I

‘lam not saying as to that.*

He said Leglon enemies are “any-

-| one who would oppase them.” .
Armstrong, during his testimony,

named three men he s2id were in

conirol of Allen County relief work;
and legionnaires. :

These were Guy Effinger, Lima,
since identified as a Black Legion of-i
ficer: Glen & hewspaper-
man, and William Zimmerman.
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_Lafeal lo Adnap Da

vey's Daughter Is Cited

‘BY The Assoclated Press.

COLUMBUS, May 27.—A report
of three official investigators con-
necting the Black l.egion with acts
of violence in Ohio snd blaming the
hooded order for threats to kidnap
a daughter of Governor Davey was
made public today by State Repre-
sentative H. T. Phillips.

The investigators, Charles J. 8kill
and Claude L. Recker of Columbus
and Hubert J. Schwartz of Cleve-
land, aided a legislative committee
which investigated relief adminis-
tration in Allen County (Lima) a
Year ago.

The report, made to the commit-
tee but never submitted to the Leg-
islature, was released on the heels
of actlon by authorities over the
State to connect various acts of
violence with the night riders.

Meetings of the legion, the inves-
tigators sald, were usually held
“from 1 A. M. until daylight in an
open field in the country.”

“We obtained the statements of
two men who had been officers of
the organization,’’ the {nvestigators
said. “‘They told where the meet-
ings had been held and said one of
the leaders bragged about burning
down Twin Oaks roadhouse (near
Lima) and that he was ordered to
burn another roadhouse.”

The Stats investigators said their
informants declared the organiza-
tion was "‘suspicioned of the threats
aga’inat Governor Davey's daugh-
ter.”

The Governor disclosed mora than
a year ago that threats had been
made io hidnap his daughter, but
he did not order an Investigation.

Other acts charged to the legion
by informents of the three investi-
igre the seizure of a motion
plcturs fUm from a Lima theater,
the beatidg of a man who was gen-
erally beljeved to have been hit by

a frelght train, and instigatjon of &
Northwestern Ohio onion stirike.

“We received estimates that 82
Per cent of the Alien County relief
administrative department, as well
as the works divislon employes,
were members of the organization,”
they said.

Thelr report mentioned also the .
alleged attack on William Smith,
& 55-yearoid Waynesfield farmer,
and said that he was severely beaten
because he was unwilling to join
the night-riders.

Sheritf W, E. Kelley of Auglaize
County said he reported the attack
on Smith, an unwiliing candldate
for membership in the Biack
Legion, to the Federa) Bureau of
Investigation, but in Washington
spokeamen for the G men sald they
had no record of the case.

A member of the Black Legion
told a legialative jnvestigating com-
mittee last July that it members:
awore to kill their enemies *‘if nec-
essary.'’

The testimony was that of George
Armatrong, Lima relief worker, in .
a hearing at Lima July 23.

Portions of the testimony follow:

=1 don’t know if you want to an-
swer me on this proposition, but did
ou become a member of what in
In&qgn as the “Black Leglon?* A.—

d.

Q.—And did yoy take that osth o
the Black Legl{n. to tell a lie if necf
essary to support some of your mem.
bers? A1 de.

Q.—Now, was that organization con-
nected with, lined up with rellef In
this county? A.—It wag,

Q.~—Do they awear in that organiza-
tion an oath to kill their snemiea if
neceassary? A.—They do.

Q.—And who are thelr enemjes? A.—

Well, any one that ,would oppoae
them.

Q.—You never heard
getting lilled, Ald you?
saying as to that.

[ sanybody
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THE ‘BLACK L GlUN’ hAPPENLD
HERE

- Lewis was right: that a dangerously large sec-

fex tile seed for Fascism.

The most shocking disclosure to date is the
i The claim
* that this armed secret organization has 135,000
members in Michigan is probably exaggerated
.Land the statement that there are 6,000,000
I members in the United States is certainly ab-
,surd. Neveriheless, it has been established that
qthe “Black Legion” is a large and powerful
K “force in several scctions of the nation,

+ Even the “Black Legion’s” recponmbihty for
cithe cold-blooded murder of at least one man is
not as important as the fact that the ferrorisi
mrganlzahon arose out of economic causes and
(uses “pairiotism” and religious bigotry as its
“rallying points,

,.

Jduces part of the familiar pattern which led to
,the present German and Iialian Governments.
“That its political program called for a dictator-
iship is significant of its similarity to European
‘terror movements like the Brown Shirts and
‘the Fascist street pangs,

The Detroit suburbs where it is strongest are

3
hose filled up during the 1920's by automobile

P i”.;

Every week brings evidence that Sinclair

i tion of the population of the United States is .;.;

In its background the “Black Legion"” repro- |;

A

R .

% The fierce ¢ ._-waun 10r jobs, the failure o}i
“we labqr unions to organize these men wit
aral b:&?ﬂmds the labor policie¥wé-thg in-
aistries in the Detroit region left them a prey
'y those who knew how to play upon their
‘ejudices, their insecurity and their igne}:ance.
he men who later became Hitler's Brown
. jhirts passed throughi comparable experiences
far fpfore they were enlfsted —under the swastika
'r"1rough similar methods.
& ! Detroit authorities have asked assistance of
ne United States Department of Justice in in-
')estlgatmg ihe “Black Legion.” The Federal
yovernment should respond immediately. The
ooner this thing is dragged out into the open
e less harm it will be able to do.
America doesn’t want and should not tolerate
g ,ecnet armed terrorist bands. But it will not
%)c enough to break up this particular organiza-
io
5,

n and imprison iis officers, What of similar
“#4rganizations which are reported operating in
‘the Mid West, in the Far West, the South and,
""to a lesser extent, in the East? What of the
Klan in Queens? What about Tampa? )
“; For a hundred years organizations of this
-’inature have played a sinister part in American
llfe Although they seem remote in their prin-
', jciples from economic aims, it is notable that
1they rise to greater heights during periods of
‘>3 economic stress and change such as those which
’ Jpleceded and followed the Civil War and that

‘.';W()lkers recruiled from the South, especially
, d’rom the benighted and impoverished regions
-pf Kentucky, Tennessee and Mississippi.

Ignorant, unable to adjust themselves readily |
4o their new life, particularly te the insecurity
oy 5t industrial employment, these men tended io
. “pand together for protection.

',' It is not surprising that shrewd organizers
Y Arere able to restore a lost fPP]Inn‘ of cn]f..1mpnr-
. ance by pledging them to attack “Negroes,
,' ,,ommumsts Jews and Catholics” and to defend
“the laws and Constl.tution" of the United
Gy tates.

*" The fact that the first purpoese is directly
‘ounter {o the spirit of ‘the latter will startle
,,.nl‘y those who expect cousistency of such
" Jovements.

The organization has indulged in threats,
eatmgs and, apparently, killings. That it has
-.4‘ =cru1ted its members by “shanghai” methods
(, shown by the story of an ex- chnon member
i Jow running in The Post. It is s1gmﬁcan.t that
v v ;t. least two of their victims were active in the

i
t:

; through which we have passed since the World
War.

Was all well with the nation during the
“prosperous’” 1920s which produced th:e Ku
Klux revival? Is the great ipdustrial city of
Detrmt “fundamentally sou today when
! such numbers of its workerf will band to-
gether in armed mobs based upon terrorism
and bigotry?

Or does insecurity here, as elsewhere, produce
reversions to un-American principles?
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PHOTTON

DAEY'S CHILD
LD TOCULT

Black Legion Suspected of
Threat to Ohio Governor
by. Legislatiye_ Probers

COLUMBYS, 0., Mav 27
(AP).—State Rep. H. T. Phjl-

"|lips made public tonight a report

of three official investigators
connecting the Black Legion
with acis of vielenee in Olio
and blaming 1he hooded order

P

for threats fo kiduap a daughier

of Gov. and Mrs. Mariin L.
Davey, '
e Investigators, Charles J,

Skilt and Claud L. Recker of
Columbus, and Hubert J. Schwartz
of Cleveland, aided a legislative
committee which investigated re-

lef administration in Allen Cow ty
{Lima) & year ago. O\{\

Probes Violence ©N

State

| - W

Black Cult Formed

“To okt Do’
To Fight Reds

—

Mewmber Says It I ould
Arm in 24 Hours 1f
Revolt Started

DETROIT, May 27 (AP).—The
Detroit News quoted an informant
Identified only a2 & former member
of the Black Legion as saving the
organization wss interested prin-
cipally in suppressing Commu-
nism, - The News’ Informant said:

“If Communisis staried g
revolulion, the entire Black Le-
gion would be in arms in 24
hours. It would take only 51
minutes to mobllize its force in
Michigan, Policemen, sherifls
and politicians galore are mem-
bers.”

The unnamed former member
8lso said that Poole, although he
was a Catholic, was & member and

Jthat he was slain because he

“began making fun of the organi-
zalion,” :
The informant added:

“But when he was killed, 1t
was absolutely against the rules
of ithe Black Legion, It does
not tolerate shooting. Every
member of the group Lhaty was |
in on the Poole killing is in\bad
standing with the rest of \Mhe
Legion. 1 any of them Are Fe-
Jeased, they will be taken alre

; '1 Y
The report was released by Phil- Mr. N.Lil\im ........
lips on the heels of action by 8 Mr, Telaon.. ._......
authoritles over the State to con- Mr, Bmoghman ..
nect various acts of violence with Chiet Clark ... ..
the black-robed night riders Mr. Clece
Meetings of the Legion, the in- r' :WL """"""
vestigators said, usuaily were heid Mr. Coftey . oo,
from 1 a. m. untll daylight, In an Mr. Edwnrdn ...
open field in the couniry. They Mr. Fypan. ..o ......
added: Mr. Foxworth . . __
“We oblained stalements of Mr. 1arkn )
iwo men who had been officers ) ’ Forh
of the organization. They sald ME b b e
one 1:! the leaders bragged shout Mr. Beith ooee e,
burning down Twin Oaks road-
bouse (near Lima), and that he - B Lovicr oo
was horder’ed to burn another Mr. G,
rondhouse,” Mr, Bchilder -... ..
'The State investigators sald their " W—r
informants declared the organiza- N - Tomm oo
‘ton  was “suspicioned of the ,.{ (‘_{ P 3 TR YT N
hreats against Davey's daughter.” - - ( ! ) -
L \The Governor disclosed&yyore W/ H Miso GanAf:meamar- )
fihay & year ago that threats‘}gr.di ¥ I N ¥ S o
*been ade to kidnap his daughten bf)‘ j\ 7 ‘
,LJ Y DA

| of by ithe Legion.”

I

CHSTEIN RSk

CONGRESS U1
0F BLACK CULT

Spurred by Revelations. of
Michigan ‘Reign of Terror,’,
He Urges Probe Committeg

. ! ¥
By EUGENE KELLY,

Univerasl Servios Cerrespondent, |

WASHINGTON, May y27
{US).—Spurred by disclosutes
o} the Black Legion’s ‘‘reignlpf -
tekror” in Michigan, Chairman"
Digkstein, of the House Immi-.
gration Comnitiee, today intro-
duced a resolution for appoint-.

ment of & special bouse commit-
tee to invesligate its activities, .

At the same time Attorney
Genera] Cummings, asked by De-
troit authorities to Jend Federal
ald in destroying the terrorist
organization, sajd he would reply

to Prosecutor McCrea tomorrow.

Threaten Cangrcumqn

| Houea mamhars dienl

S20Use memuolrs disclosed Repre-
sentative Hoffman (R.), Michigan,
had been threatened, presumably
by agenis of the group of terror.
Ists. In a letter received here Hoff-
man was branded “a two-faced
rat.”’ The letter was signed “K, K.

- | K.—look out for the hood,” .

. Resolution Pushed

he Dicksteln resolution was
sgeeded t¢ the Rules Comumittpe,
where proponents of the investiga-
ti%n will push for immediate aT-

| sidration, ’

—~
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Laid to Blz_lck Cult

BOSTON, Mass,, May 27 ¢ .
—Possibility that the clock bto]g)b
recently sent to Governor Curley
'wgs & machination of .the Biac
Leglon, sensational Detroit killer
lba d. was being investigated b

Beriib Sent Curley 7

(Sta¥e police here tonight,
P ‘ [

R ™
Y

-2-More Slaymgs
* Blamed on Cult

Cleveland PoliceRenew
Probe Into Deaths of
Detcapitated M en

CLEVELAND, May 27 (AP) —
Detective Inspector Nevel ordered
gnewed investigation of two un-

lved slayings when an anony-

ous telephone message sald 1o

f dL00k Into the murders of those
. o men and you'l) find the Black
! Legion was responsible,”
‘ ! The mnude bodies of the men,
|both decapitated, were found to-
igether In an isolated "ravine last
lScptember.
| One of the victims was Bdward
Andrassy, 28. The other body, that
of & man about 40 years old, was
not identified. :

Mrs, Helen Andrassy, the sigin
‘man's mother, said a stranger
lled &t her home the mo
e disappeared and said: - N

#Tell Eddy I'm going to t
im for playing around with my

ite.” L
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~Congress Asked to Pr;b:e\;
Black Legion; Vew Y, orkﬁ',
Believed a Center of Cult

Link Terrorists to Plot
T6 Kidnap Daughter -
Of Ohio Governor; -
- Pleato GMen

- o
Developments yesterday  in -
the investigation of the Biack
Legion were:
Demand by Rep. Dickatein
(D.-N. Y.) for a Congressional
' -investigation of the organiza.
; tiom.
; An appeal to the Department
i -of Justice for G-men to enter’
‘the probe from Prosecutor
Dunean C. McCrea of Detroit. -
Charges that the Legion was
highly organized in ryra] New
"York. : -
Revelation of a plot to kidnap
the daughter of Gov, Martin L.
-Davey of Ohjs, ’
Investigation renewed jntc
deaths of two men who re

beheaded in Clevelangd, 0., Dt
Sc;fmber. .o

———

el




B L TRET

- “ iy

K
ASKED
OF CONGRESS

Dickstein Demands Action on :
Michigan Reign of Fear"_'_,— :
Threat to Member Bared ;243

By EUGENE KELLY

Spurred by disclosures of ths
Black Legion's “reign of terror,”

'{ in Michigan, Chairman Dickstein,
ij of the House Immigration Com-

mitiee, yesterday JIntroduced a
1] resolution for appointment of

special House commlttes to inves )
tigate its activities.
At the same time,

', General Cummings revealed.at his 5’

press conference the Department in ™

M of Justice is maintaining s close f®

watch on developments.

| MEMBER THREATENED

Members of the !
House delegation disclosed one of,
their members, Representative’
Hoffman (R.) had been threat-"; &'
ened, presumably by agents of the:.
group of terrorists, In a letter re-,
ceived here, Hoffman was brand-h%

.|ed “a twofaced rat.” The let.t.er, s 1

was signed “KEKK—Look out for:,.-
the hood.”
Michigan delegates sald the ,w;-
Black Legion worked so secretlym
they were unaware of its ex-:

f :] istence.

Dicksteln, vicechairman of the

\' House Co ittee on unAmerics.n_.

activities fwhich last year un-~"
covered digribution of propagandar‘
designed foment an uprising
against the Government, :n-d
nounced he would introduce a

separate resolution today request-ﬁ " e}

ing $104,000 to carry out the pro—f‘

the “character : nd extent” of the*. e
Blsck Legion s ramifications.

4| Black Shirts, the Christian

ludices. The A. B, C. group, he .

Al TION I8 IIURRIEIJ

‘The Dickstein resolution wa.a

where proponents of the investiga-: "3“"

tion will push for immediate eonf SR

sideration. With approval by the*

House, the committee would hold™ -

hearings all summer snd fall, Dic.kd K

stein sald. >
In addition to the Black

the resolution incorporated ¥

and the A. B. C. Leglon, of
York. All four ornnintiomi—
Dickstein charged, are distrib<.

uting propaganda Intended to sk

foment racial and religious prejs

said, made Catholics and Jews an -L’:'

r| especial target of “malicious per-

secution.”

-1 GMEN GET EVIDENCE

Dickstein said already he had':

1 uncovered “some evidence” in con-
| nection with the Black Legion's"

drive sagainst Jews-gnd Catholics; o i»
He sald he would t over tc

| the Departinent of Justite for

vestigation, if that agency po
sesses legal authority.

e
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TURN ON THE LIGHT.

HE VILE dolngs of the so-called Black Legion form another ’,-_:’535‘
challenge to the Senate, which is being asked by Sen. R‘-

La Follette to authorize & thorogolng Investigation into vioia-
tions of civil liberties under the American flag. -%

Here Is an outlit that admits itself an outlaw. Its alleged'
murders, arsons, assaults ‘and terrorisms are directed against!
such minority groups as Catholics, Jews, Negroes, Communlstsf e
and others. While the Michigan police appear to be doing af o.{:;g e
splendid fob of tracking down the actual criminals, they prob-! . s°
-ably will not learn all that should be learned of this revival"‘%
" of the old K. K. K. spirit, and of the peculiar breed of humanSv
being gripped by its sadistic religion of hate. ;

Congressman Dickstein’s proposal to investigate the Black, !
Legion is, we believe, {ll-timed. His anti-Nazi and ot.her‘
. Investigations have not been particularly fruitful of results in - :
' ‘vnearthing significant facts. The La Follette investigation ¢ i
could be better financed and better manned. A House probe
of a single phenomenon would not only be a duplication but a
dissipation of effort.

The Black Legion's crimes are part of a larger picture of f
intolerance in America. They are cut from the same piece as ;'
teachers’ oaths, anti-red forays into campuses, vigilante and !~ :
Iynching mobs, anti-labor terrorism and the other mamfesta»'r -,' ‘-“.“_',‘_'
tions of special interest racketeering wrapped in the garb of j,
patriotism. It is the Senate’s .business to light a lamp and "
search these social rat holes. If it fails to launch the La'

Follette investigation and finance it with adequate funds it.
will have failed in one of its most important duties.

‘
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What if 1 Am?”

: ' —News-A
ewWhat it T am?” That was the answee of Virgil F. Effinger, Lima, O.

electrical contractor, when asked if he were Icader of the “Black Legion”
alleged secret terrorist society, in Ohioe, Michigan and Pennsylvania. Ad-
milting he belonged to the XKu Kilux Klan and evincing knowledge of
the legion, Effinger, who resembles a movie “western sherifi,” is zaid la
have stated thal the latter had 3,000,000 members. An Ohio legislator

charged that Effinger was one of three who controlled religfin-Allrn
Countly.

-
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Washinglon, May 38.—(AP)—

Black Legion,

| The Michigan Democratic
:Congressipnal Committee began
| drafting TegmsraTIon to alow the
| agents  to investigate zll the
secrets and activities of the or-
{ ganization and take action.

i “Mr. J. Edgar Hogver an-
- hounced Representative Sadow-
. ski, chairman of the committee,
"“has said that gpparently no
' Federal law has been violated.
"It one has not, then we shall
., make every effort te pass one

iihab will covesadtr .,

A strong movement got under F . doacph e
way in Congress today to equip [ R N (211 1
J. Edgar Hoover’s Federal agents B LoSeT oo aaene
willt new powers to smash the Tt

i
i
!
!

3
PHILADELPETA EVENING PUBLIC LEDGER ROV )V

r: 5-28-36 : nr. Nnkhls Jo L el § r
‘ : Mr, Toland . . ......-
X I pir, Daughmen ......
! ) Chief Clerk... ...
: Mr, ClesR.coocoeenne
e oo~ Mt Coffoy ...... vewes
! Act to Ewspower G-Men Mr. Edwarde .......
} To Smash Black Legion M Bt

Mr, Foxworth ...
Mr. Unrhe ...

Tir. Quitm. ...

Miss GaodY .ooooeunns




S e e i,

.| an offense & crime against the Fed-

L

son/County said today he ‘cafltemn- |

'@

U. 8. to Fight
Dla(:k Legi()i:l\\“ f;nt.es were imminent,

Houses of Congress had before them

As Kidnapers

Evidence of Interstate
Violations Awaited to
Put G-Men in Action

Washington, May 28 f8—The Fed.
eral Government is ready, it was
learned today, to begin a broad of-
fensive against the Black Legion in-
the moment {t recelves definite evi-:

~dence that Federal laws hav been,

violatd. .
If Black Legionaires a.e ghown
to have kldnaped 'persons and-
transported them across State lines,
officials explained, the G-men will
get into action immediately.
The “Lindbergh law” makes such

erai Government, and if the victim

suffers bodily Injury, the guilty
person may be punished with the

death penalty.

Attorney General Cummings, how-
ever, indicated that the Govern-
ment is powerless to move unless
it receives evidence that the Fed-
eral statute actually has been vio- 1
lated. He took this stand In a reply '
yesterday to a message from Dun-
can C. McCea, proseculing attor-
ney of Wayne County, Michigan,
who had asked that J. Edgar
Hoover's Justice Department agents
be assigned to investigate the order
accused of terrorism.

To Invoke Syndicalism Law
Detroit, May 29 (#—Michigan’'s
crim!inal syndicalism law, enacted to
combat Communism, may be In-
voked against the Black Legion,
whose members are accused of Ilog-
gings gd even siayings in ihe giyyse
of deffnse against Communisis.
Prygsecutor Owen Dudley of

pla the prosecution of
whom he described as the board.of
directors of the night-riding ter-
rolsts in that county, under the
stntute . I

"

1t provices for imprisanment up
to ten years and a maximum fine
of $5,000 for “advocacy . . . oOr
ity the duty or Jnanessity of
crime, sabotage, violence or terror-
ism to accomplish industrial or po-
litical reform,”

At least two Grand Jury investi-

gations of the night-riding vigi-

while buth

resolutions demanding Congression-
al inquiries.

Proposed legislation to curb the
order was in preparation at the
national capitol, and the Internal
Revenue Bureau considered a sug-
gestion that it Inquire inte the in-
come tax returns of a reputed lead-
er of the Black Legionaires,

Wayne County (Detroit) Prosecu-
tor Duncan €. McCres prepared to
assemble for submission to United

States, “The hauling of bodies
across State boundary lines,” was
one of his charges n.gainsr, Black
Legionalres,
Damaging Letters Shown
Prosecutor McCrea exhibited scores
.of leiters today from mnearly all

parts of the United States, giving '

information about alleged Blatk
LEE%GE activities or exXpr camus {fent
of terrorism,

It was because so many letters

came from other States, McCrea
s#id, thet he asked the Department
of Justice to help in the Investi-
gation that started in Michigan.
! From Dallas, Texas, came a letter
signed “A Member” and asserting
that “the legion had Huey Long
killed.”

“In some Bouthern cities,” the
writer said, “where Negroes are
lynched, the general says the Black
Legion takes in 300 new members
after one lynching.”

In Pontiac, Mich.,, members of a
ha.stily orgamzed cltlzens commit-
I tee sald they had recelved evidence
that Black Legion members held
high offices in the local government,

Charles P, Webster, once a Dem-
ocratic candidate for Congress and
now a member of the investigating
committee, said that “witnesses are
being threatened with death If they
talk to us.”

DIoUG NOLE YYAIMS IOlice

Reports that fear-stricken mem-
bers of the Black Legion were bhurn-
ing their hoods and robes were re-
ceived today.

A letier, sald by Detective Richard
Bowen of the Detrolt police lab-
oratories to have been written in
lood, was received by the
yolice department today, warning
"to “lef off the Black Legion.”

T#e note, signed “The White We-
gion." was printed In lett.ers be! rly

- marked New York, New York nuthor«

Btates Attorney General Homer 8.
Cummings evidence he sald showed |
the order is active in at least 15

a hal! inch high, and was posp,-

re asked to mvestlgat.e !
-The Detrott Free Press

information connecting Pon
Black Legipnaire:, including a po-
lice officer, with a lynching in lea,
Chig, -buul. & year ago, put the
newspaper !d Lima police had
been unable

any record of |
such & death there,

.
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.ing under ihe official,

(s

ber. I've been a nervous wreck ever

since.,” —

‘Black Snakes’ Probed
'In Indiana e

By The United Press

FORT WAYNE, Ind. May 28—
Bheriff George W, Gillie said today
evidence In his possession points to
8 connection between the notorious
Black Legion and the *Mystic Order
of Black Snakes” an organization|
allegedly responsible for t»erroristlcf
activities in Allen County. i

8heriff Gillie said several vietims'
of the Black Snake order have re-|
cited stories of being haled before!
the “high tribunal” of the black-
hooded and robed group and threat-
ened,

A former township officlal and his
chief deputy were sald to be among
the victims. ‘They reportedly told of
belng threatened with severe beat-
ings if they discharged two mem-
bers of the organization then work-

By The United Press

COLUMBUS, O, May 28—The
Black Legion was suspected of hav-
ing thteatened more than a year
ago to kidnap Gov. M. L. Davey's
daughter, Evangeline, according to
8 report of three special investiga-
tors for the Ohio Joint Rellef In-
vestigating Committee, made public
today.

The investigators, C. J. Skill and

C. L. Recker of Columbus and].

H. J. Schwartz of Cleveland, gave
no reason for their suspicions.

The kidnap threat against the
Governor's daughter was recelved
shortly after he took office. She
_was guarded fotm-unre® Miss Davey
since has become the wite of
Alexander Smith.
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MINISTEWEFIEI]

‘Refused to Take Oath to
Kill, Even When Guns Were
Pointed at Him, b

", By thc Associated Press, I”‘

Btandish, & suspended prison guard!
* who sald he was forced io joln thef -
Black Legion, disclosed today how

& minister, Rev. Raiph C. Montague,

45, of Rives Junction, Mich., defied
the guns and death threats of the ter-
rorists and refused to Join.
* Standish said he was invited to a
*stag party” by a guard sergeani and
- that when they arrived at s grove
they found B0 men, some of them
e . . -4, hooded and robed.
A T v “About 15 of us, including Mr. Mon-
St tague and myself, were pushed into
’ & line. Men in masks and hoods]
formed a ring arcund us and leveled
pistols and rifles at us,” Btandish said.
“We were told we had been gselected
for membership in the Black Legion.
There was one fellow wearing a robe
who was bossing things. He began
asking us the questions in the ritusl.
“I was so surprised and scared I
Sust sald yes to everything. I said yes
.. .- - when the tough guy asked if we would |, \
[ . be willing to kill if we were ordered to+. -

. . o . C by tha Black Legion. - .
* “One of the men in the line didn't | .
&2y ves, though. He sald: -
. “*No; certainly not.'

o “It was the minister. He spoke

right out and it got very quiet. In

. a minute all the guns seemed to be
tight around the minister.

“The minister said. ‘Just A moment,
I dom't believe in belonging to any
organization of the sort this appar-
ently is.’

Many of the men shouted “String
him up!” Standish sald, “but Mr.
Mentsgue replied:

“ ‘Gentlemen, I've taught the gospel
of God and if you are golng to kill
me, I'm prepared to die.'”

The minister was released aflter

leaders at the=mestisp conferred,

WY 281938

JACKSON, Mich., May 28.—Charles
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America-JsRip
for a Dictator,

States Harrison
Editor, The News:

T.H'E recent disclosures regarding
t

he activities of the Black Le-

gion indicate on & small acale the. -

kind of terror Americe must expect
when “It Happens Here.”

However moronic or misguided
the members of the Black Legion
may be, their ranks, like the ranks
of the Klan and similar terroristic
societies, are generally controlled by
clever strategists.

The Black Legion is not to be
dismissed lightly—to be censured
editorially and then forgotten. The
power of Hitler was recruited from
Just this sort of petty middle-class
criminal and lumpenproletariat, The
masses of Italy are now subdued by
the same methods,

America is ripe for a dictator,
We have probably had our last
president. When the present Ad-
ministration attempts its retrench-
ment and thousands of former Gov-
ernment employes, married and sip-
gle, are turned out to search for

miserable jobs in private employ-

ment—jobs that may never exist .
these thousands are going to be
ready converts for any dictator
(unless the WpA continues), Fascist
or Communist, and Black Legions

will spring up edlausr the country.,
JAMES HARRISON.

)
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Serator Calls for Probe

L. r Vi

of Terrorist Organizations

WASHINGTON, May 28 (By In-+

ternational News Service)—A
Joint resolution calling for a Con-
gressional investigation of the
Black Legion and kindred terrorist
organizations was introduced in
the Senate today by Senator Bex-
son, (FL), of Minensota.

A special committee of four Rep-
resentatives and four Senators
would be appointed by the Pres-

ident of the Senate and the

Bpeaker of the House to investigate
any or all activitles of such sub-
versive groups throughout the
country.

A similar resolution was intro-
duced in the House yesterday by
Rep. Dickstein (D.), of New York.

OFFICIALS ACCUSED.

Letters accusing high officlials in
Michigan of being Implicated in

_the Black Legion's reign of terror
.were sent to the Department of

Justice today by Rep. Lesinski
D)), of Michigan.
Because of the seriousness of the

" charges and uncertalnty as to their

. truthfulness, he declined to make
, the letters public.
The letters were expected to be

“turned over to J. Edgar Hoover's

. Bureau of Investigation for study

i ' and possible ‘action. Refuslng to

divulge any names, Lesinski said

. ¥they are higher-up officials.”

AT

In the face of an apparent re-
luctance on the part of leaders to
authorize a new Investigation,
Dickstein planned to address a
. formal letter to the House Rules
. Committee atking approval of the
, resolution.

I expect to take the floor of
the House en Monday or Tues-
day and disclose startling un-
solicited information which has'
reached me about organizations

“which are fomenting religlous
and raclal hatred,” said Dick-
stein,

WIDE INQUIRY ASKED

“If the Townsend investiga-
tion was worth $50,000 to the.
House this inguiry I proposed
would be worth $1,000,000. Iiis
fmportant because thers is a
native subversive mavement in
this country.

“f think I ¢an link up the
Black Legion with the Black
Bhirts organization.”

" In addition to an investigation
of the Black Leglon, Dickstein
urged infuiry into .the Black
Shirts, thg Christian Party, the
A. B C. ion of New York and
the Robert\E. Edmontson organi-
gation, also %! New York.

He exhibited a ¢ircular purport-
ing to be issued by Robert E.

. Edmonston attacking Jews.” The

bsored by C. Lewlis Forlwer of New
York. Formed to promote “cultu-
ral and good citizenship,” Dick-
stein charged that it has 50,000
members who are fosterlng anti-
Semitism. He exhibited a circular
asspiling “orientallsm, absolutism
and Kar]l Marxism' in the United
States,

PROBE'MOVE DEFEATED.

COLUMBUS, ©O. May 28 (By
International News Service) —An
attempt to force a Statewlde in-

vestigation of the Black Legion
was defeated today in the Ohlo
Senate,

‘The Upper Housge rejected by &
vote of 16 to 9 & resclution intro-
duced by Sen. John R. Davis, (D))
Cleveland, calling for appoint-
ment of & five-member commis-
sion to investigate the blackrobed
secret order and frame legislafion
designed to drive it from the
State.

Charges that the Black Legion
organization in Lima, O.. and Allen
County, threatened Evangeline
Davey, daughter of Gov. Martin L.
Davey, were being Investigated to-
day by a special joint legislative
committee.

The rlot-ridden MecDull onion

at McGuffey, O., control of 82 per
cent of the relief organization of
Allen County, and numerous out-
rages were laid to the door of the
organization in an investigators’
report to the committee.

The report, made to the com-
mittee which has been investigat-
ing rellet but never submitted to
the Legislature, was made public
by State Representative T. T.
Phillips. -

Phillips declared that evidence
showed that 82 per cent of the
Allen County Relief Administra-
tion Department at Lima were
members of the organization,

——

‘SNAKES’ KIDNAP

FORT WAYNE, Ind,, May 28 (By
International News Bervice)—
“The Mystic Order of Black
Enakes,” a weird, hooded, night-
riding band that kidnaped and
threatened two township officials

last night, is an agency of the
infamous *“Black Legion,” Sheriff

today.

identities of the Xidnap victitns,
the Sheriff sald they had been’
seized on the streel here, forced
into an automobile, and carried
before 12 hooded, sarmed men

seated upon & “crescent shaped
] . Other hooded figures

_ & B. C, Legion, he said, was spon- throne.”

-

strike, the burning of bulldings|

George W. Qlllis sald he believed
While he refusyd to reveal the’
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Public

Murder Bonds' Growth

of Intolerance.

BY DOROTAY THOMPSON.
funny thing, but I never had »
feeling that I wanted to kil

ber. I waz under an 1lusion. I didn't

hars any idea what T was getting Into
The speaker was Dayten Dean,

eity employe of .. “‘?

sdmitting to the

pecullatrly horri-

Charlea A, Poole,

AW, P A worker

on the dais of

Mary 13, i

te be & necktle ¥

parly with ropes

Dean "That

would make it

' met some of the Derathy Thomps

5 got lost. We got tired of wultiyg,

sob."

d with the desth of Poole the
invastigation, which In the last few
days has uncovered a fantastic or-
of yet undiscovered ramifications. of
“white male Protestants” pledged to
Canstitution”; to dominate politica in
¢ity and county and State to extere
olics, Negroes and Jews; to restrict
immigration and deport all undesir-
in lyneh law; to arm its members for
eivll war, while pledging them by &
abaoiute obedirnce to ihelr superinrs,
and eventually, to estahiish & dictator-
- Bee jn your imaginationa these men,
gathered together at nighl, in some
[ white hoods to concenl thelr faces.
They wear black or white robes—pur-
$1.35, price §1. Ouards with pointed
revolvers cover them, They are sd-
“white protestantlsm.”

“Remember,” h# whispers, “Our

idespoﬂ and kill our enemiex. Mercy
. .. has no place in the Aghter's out-
tdeath) to separals us in the hour of
pe=d ;5= = are bound by tias ateonger

Blame Put
Is Laid on Tolerance
£y AM very remorseful. Its a
[ anybody that I can remem-

when I joined up two Yesrs ago."”
Detroit, who was ¥
ble maorder of
of the same town

"We wanted it
and regalia” sald
more Impressive.

agd 30 I shot him. I thought it
Michigan police autboritiss began an
ganization, running across State lines.
vdefend the Unlied States and the
minatz anarchists, Communists, Cath-
able aliens; to support and participate
blood oath to mbsolute aecrecy and
‘nhip in America,

remote plsce, They wear black or
chased from the organization. worth
dressed by & chaplain, the servant of
purpose i to tear down, lay wasle,
fit. We recognize but one power
thsn honor.”

S - ¥ AT - T —

They are guestioned by 'ne com-
officer—=po” you belleve In
a Bupreme Being? A future reward,
and punishment? Can you ride a horse,
. drive & car, shoot & rifie? Do you be-
i lleve In while supremacy? Would you
Ue If ordered by your superior? You
may be required to do some service
on & higher plane than ordinaTy night
riding. And for that you must take
an cath in blood.” )
‘They scratch their arms and swear
; the black. oath, the blood oath. They
{accept for themselves “for Toof the
“sxy, bed the sarth, and for reward
ath.”
Who are thess men, standing

rknésa, imlu sueh 'uﬂu.
be tranalated into actlan? "0

he

brought to iheir as¢nsea “when com-
munism snd other Lms inveded the
United States from other countries”
thelr leader, 8 Michigan milk inspec-
tor, Arthur Lupp, testifed. Who are
these men? Poor folk. Hill hHillies
Ifrom ths mountains of the Bouth in-
vading Detralt looking for work. *One
purpose was Lo gel jobs for members.”
Nane of those quenrtioned were un-
employed. Bevers! sald they had got
joba through other members, Whom
do they hate? Life, which has treated
them badly. Who is {0 blame? Some
scapegoat ia io blame. The niggens,
working in the fields that should be
theira, Ot the Jews. Do they not
keep the prosperous shops? Or the
Communista , . . aren't some of the
papers full of the Communist peril?
Or the trade unionlsts, who enlist the
skilled and leave the unukilied. Or
the Catholics, who have » pope in
Rome,

They are the poor, the credulous,
the violent: litie men, Sull of con-
{fused hatred. They sre the gullible,
The organization. they are told, dates
back to Revolutionary days. It has
13 officers, representing the 13 origi-
na} colonies. They have s direct
link with the Ku Klux Klan and its
old night riders.

Unaware of Trus Purpose,

‘They come Into the organization
unawsre of ts8 true purpose. They
aign a simple pledge, joining an order
to uphold the Constitution. They are
lured {nto it by appeal to thelr baaic
racial prejudices and with promises
of recreational activities snd businsss
help. The rest ia foreed upon them.
Betrayal of gecreta in death, They
are now members of & gang.

The organlzation is not confined to
Michigan, There was that affair s
short tims ago in Florids. The To-
ledo Blade reports the existence of

the movement in Chiao. Echoes of it
are everywhere, They are on my deak
in the Herald Tribune. Here is Mr,

Robert Edward Edmondson of Wash-
ington. whe- St me 1o join the
“Christian Vigllantes,” He writes:

people from all walks of life who were -

{

i

)

Dear Madam: ‘Theee two pam-
phiels are setcs ity Post 32 of the
Christian Vigilaotes, in the name of
our Lord and Baviour Jesus Chriat,
who was ‘fouly murdered by the Jew
‘nkel. Ovhlr 170.00¢ coples of thess
wo pamphlets have peen distributed
in Wiasconain, . snd lowa,
Death to the Jew infested League of
Natlonat Hel Hitlert . '

Motio isays Mr. Bdmondson) piease
learn vy heart: Christian Nordale white '
America wil), in the splrit of Hitler,
keep the Jews and niggens In their
place of Jim Crow inferiority,

Inviied ie Enlist in War.

And he invites me to enlist in a
was  “against Jews, niggers, JIaps,
Chinese, all other colored un-Arvan
swing, communists, pasifista, strikers,
internstionalista, under the radiant
eross of Jesus, [

Gentle Jesus. meek and mild,
Or bere i3 another correspondent, !
who informu me that T am only one
of many thousands who have been
circularized with ihe informatien that
the murder of the Lindbergh baby was
performed as an act of ritual by Jews
to revenge against the Gentfle worls!
What can be done about t?

Hoover _pys eyl
rmramens. s L An T
Tedetrs! potiee can participate In ac-
tion fo apprenend kidnappers whe
have taken & persou across Btaie Iines
to hold him for ransom. But the
Lindbergh law, it i argued. doss not
permit the Federal Covernment to
track down those who kidnap and kilt,
not for gain, but because the superior
has ordered 1t; becaure the viey

m
9{ £ Catholic or a Jew?! It is forbichn !
innd obscene postal cards in ile
115, but not lterature enlisting Yy
co-operstion agalnst & whole clasa of
American citizens, apé asuggesting
clvll war, Btates reserve to them-
selves, under the Constituton, the
right to lynch their own minorities,
What the Federal Government can
do, however, under the law ia to in.
vestigate! Let us at least find olt
how widespresd, how numerpus sre

these murder bands!
Who 3 in blame? You and 1

me. ATl of us who tliat
erantly to intolerant expressions bt
racial and religlows prejudice, with-
Out registering our own indignation
sgalnat such un-American ideas. All
of ur who tolerate without proteat
the theory that any man who strikes
for better wages is a dangarous radical.

i Al of us who accept lies which we are

sble to rontradict. All of wa =no alt
amugly by and think that it can't
happen here! ... _

tCoprriant. 1934 )
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G-MEN SOUGHT
FOR PROBE OF ——
BLACK LEGION

Bill Clothing Them with
Needed Power To Be
Introduced

Washington —(AP)— A powerful
movement got under way in Congress
today to equip J. Edgar Hoover's Fed-
ersl agents with new powers 1o smash .
the Black Leglon. !

The Michigan Democratlc Congres-
sional Committee began drafting legis-
lation to allo wthe agents to investi-
gate all the secrets and sctivities of
the organization and take action.

“Mr. J. Edgar Hoover,” announced
Representative Badowsk!, chalrman of

.the committee, “has said that eppar-
ently no Federal law has been viclated.
If one has not then we shall make
:very effort to pass one that will cover
t.” -

Al the Meeting

Meeting with Sadowski, who repre-
sents the first Michigan Congressional
District located in Detroit, were:

Representatives Prentiss M. Brown,
Frank E. Hook, Louls C. Rabaut, John
D. Dingell and John Lesinski,

“This organization Is evidently in-
terstate In its operations,” asserted
Sadowskl. “It !s very clear to me that
it ia the function of the Federal gov-
.ernment to stop this crime-fostering
organization. We have no need for
such s soclety.that operates by shoot-
Ings and bombings.”

Want Thorough Probe

“The meeting of the Michigan
Democratic Congressional Commit-
te2 ¥ zald the Representatives, “was:
calied to demand a thorough investi- -
_gation and to draft legislstion which'
+will bring organisstions such as the
\ Bisck Leglon under jurisdiction of !
! the federal government.” .

He sald he hoped’ s bill covering!
the desffes of the committeegcould .
be confleted by the end of b/ week. |

AY department spokesman in--
dicalsa Attorney Cenemnl CAmmings
would reply, today Lo the yequest of
Durccan C. McCrea, Detriot prosecu-
tor, for a federal investigation of the
soclaty of hooded members.

* Th&;. !fartford Times
May 28, 1536

- Py
.

i .
Detrolt—(AP)—The Black Legion. .
which guarded its sccrets we OuUrge
anMgL:nd boasted thsﬁﬁ?ﬂ-‘d.
mobilize mMions of armed men in 24
hours, was the center of the new ln-{
, vestigations today. I
The “mobitization” Prosceutor
Dunean C. McCrea sald members told .
him, was to be ordered in the event
of & Communist uprising. ]
The Wayne County Ctrcuit Bench'
planned to decide by mid-day whether
to ordet the Grand Jury investigatlon,
asked by Michigan’s Attorney General
David H. Crowley of viglent deaths.s
floggings, and firing of buildings In |
- the metropolitan area. ,
In Cleveland, police reopehed thetr
investigations of two unsolved deaths:
“after an  anonymous ca'ter had
- blamed the Black Leglon.
' Threat to Davey

. In Cclumbus, O, records of & leg-
wlative Investipation a year sgn ris-’
closed an sllegation that the night
{ riders were responsible for threats to
' kldnap Governor Martin L. Davey's
: daughter, Evangeline, among other
\aets of intimldation and viclence.
In Pontlac, Mich., a citizens’ com-
_mittee undertook an Investigation of
; reports mscriblng two deaths, & flog-
ging snd the burning of homes of al
least Lwo suspecled Communists to &
secret organization simllar fo, it not
atfillated with the Biack Leglon.

V. F. Eftlnger, of Lima, O. spokes-
man for the national organization of
th* legion, claimed a total member-
ship of 6,000,000 the country over.

Prosecutor McCrea said he had re-,

+ celved letters from persons in 13 or 18:
states, among them Ohlo, Pennsyl-
vania, New York, DIlinols and Colorado

“ucrlblng acts of intimidation or vie-
!lence to the robed and hooded order.

Upon those letters he based nis ap-.
 peal to United Btates Attorney 'Jeneral
Cummings flate yesterday fof & fed-
eral Investization. J

i :
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Forwarded by New York Office,
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Fort Wayne WPA Worker
- Pleads for Police
Ty - Protection.

BULLETIN
Municipal Judge Dewey Myers
f Indianapolis sald today that
citizens in northern Indiana were
“up in arms” against the opera-
tions of the Black Legion.

part of the siate, and I know

that the Black Legion has been

. operating there,” Judge Mycrs
said,

“The members are *toughs,' and .

- the authorities there are making
an investigation to defermine to
what extent the organization is
operating there.

“It }s a terrible thing, and the

- good citizens of the northern

’ rt of lhe state are up in arms

gainst ihe Black Legion. I am
of
ndianapolis apd Marion County

‘..u he the

ure that the good citizens

same

By United Press
MICHIGAN CITY, Ind., May 28.

~—~A convicted Indiana townshig—

official today revealed alleged ter-
rorist aciivities of an organizatlon
known to him as the “Black
Knights” which operated in Fort
Wayne,

Lawrence F. Hocltje, former
Wiyne Township assessor, blamed
the "Black Knightis” for his con-
viciion on a charge of accepting

- bribes. He sald he refused io
_carry on their demands and was
" *“too scared” 3t the iime of his

@ tr(gl o reveal their threats,

[ SV

“I have just returned from a
three-day visit to the northezn |

INDIANAPOLIS TIMES
May 28, 1936

BY DETROIT AH’I‘HﬂRl’I‘lFQ

A I.-I.U l‘)l

TERRORIST NOT

Marlon County Grand
ury investigation of al.
leged Black Legion activ-
ities in Indianapolis was
pledged today by Frosecu.

| tor Herbert Spencer.

LR ”

here to investigate *“Black
‘Legion” notes uncovered
[~y The Indianapolis Times,

Prosecutor Duncan McCrga

'of Detroit announced,
» = »

Municipal Judge Dewey
Myers, following a trip to
northern Indiana, said the
Black Legion is active
there and that the “good
citizens” of that section

“are up in arms” against it,
f J » l

Fort Wayne sheriff probes
’_ﬂgorted kidnaping of two

men by “Mystic Order of
Black Snakes.”

i " s &
Congressional investiga-
tion of the Black Legion
and similar secret orders is
requested by Senate resolu-
tion, following correspond-

“G-men™ are being sent

'FOUN D

N

M ssages Promlse CaIIs
-.V-Wfil Be Made ‘at Night
_.in Robe.’.
(Copyright, 1936, by The Indiane
apolis Times)

A grand jury investigation
into alleged “Black Legion™
activities in Marion Count,
was promised by Prosecut
Herbert Spencer followi

UiSclosures today by The In-

dianapolis Times that pur-
ported “Black Legion” docu-
ments had been served on In-
d:anapohs citizens,

At the same time Duncan
Mc Crea,__L Wayne County
(Mlch) prosecutor, informed
of Indianapolis developments,
promlsed an immedmte invep-
tigation here by -Unitdd.
Stateg Department of Justipe
agents assigned to_ his offite

--.-mz—mterstate duty in the in- -

vestigation. ™" ,
Mayer Kern sald the city will do
everything in 'its power to prevent

the “Black Legion” from operatlnz’ ;

here, Chief Morrissey and: Sherift
Otto . Ray-
*Black Legion” information .fo - rlvo
it to police suthorities. v :

_ipg House resolution,

T * s =

" Ohio Senate defeats reso- -
fution to investigate state’ .

The local- anti-Black u‘m PP
tivity was set off today with publi-

‘| cation tn Thp Times that two seis

of purported k Leglon" nates
hulP been delivBelr&:u*-lu 1zht to

n:_umsa of Black Legiog.‘

apagtment; doors of near
u;’:r%éﬁrn'busu. =

r. u-t\ﬂ I‘?’ )
Mr. Touia . 7}

2y

M Reaghroa . ...
Chlef ek ...
Ma, Coffme .. _

Mr Fhdwrove .
Mr ¥
M. Foewe iy .. !

Mr, Harhs L

Mr. dosrph Lo
My Faish . ..

:dgr,h\clu .,
R, Qu.a .

-invited any one hstnKU '
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| THE BovE promised thacerungnts
that represshtutives. of - “T'he Blhck
Legion” Wwould call &t night .in
robe” to accept thelr meémberships,
- Prosecutor’ MoCrea, about -whom
centers the nialn probe of. the ore
ganization’s known activities, - told
The Indisnapolis ‘Times today that
the notes bore marked character-

ments now in possession of
suthorities. - ]
“We know definitely,” he sald,
“that Black Legion members do ap-
pear at night in robes both to re-
cruit new members and to force dee
linquent members to- attend:mneet-
8. . Lo
rw"Sound Authentic,” He Bays
*The Indianapolis notes sound
uthentic to me, and I am asking
artment of Justice agents, as~
signed to me by Atty. Gen. Homer

Cummings for this investigation, to
immediately probe the Indianspolis
le. ’

fidential communications from  the
Indianapolis srea, which lead me to
belleve that the Black Legilon ia
' otrganized there~ and has beed
| responsible for at least one outrage,

“There 13 no question in my mind,

"jor iIn the minds of my assoclates,

but that Indiana is infested with
ardent Black Legion members.”
The notes, found yesterday aff-
ernoon, each consisted of two Dieces
of paper. One was a salmon pink
md paper, six by four inches,
it was typewritten what was
terpreted t0 be » membership
ank. It resd: N
“Black Legion Membership.
name, address, both city and stats,

*Death Is Penalty” A

Under that appeared: ~

*“Qath: . )

“In the name of God and ths
Devil I will atand up to the Black
Legion, I will follow my orders and
will abid (misspelled) by the laws of
the Black Legion. KNever ahall I be.
tray its secrets or its ex-members.

preaking of a law or its cath.”

IMis urne fallnwad an ons nnts hy
A LA VRO ALAWALW IF L4 WAL Wil sS4V Ve

¢ designation "gnx'l.';_lnd a
receded the word “Rank.” e
ther note bore the number "g10X1"

peared ‘Black Legion-611X7" The
other nole’s number was “610X7."
inside was a piece of cheap white
paper, about the same size, upen
which was typed the following mes-
BARE; ~
“Comrade-
“We must renrganize quickly. We
suffered a shock that has broke our
stride but we will get back {0 our
feét and race on through the night
land show them haw (apparently
“*typing error) It is done. - .
“The Chief has given the order:
“Fellow comrades we must not
give up  We must make the symbol

rorof the world, ~——==%

I

IO N A AP A - ) e $F
TA T RD

L e

latics of known Black Legion docu- ! “We must and will tak
: Detrott 1n our

o Imprint of Stamp

angle.
“I have already had several cohia |

“Death ia the penalty for the''og __ A

Last of all, at the botiom, ap-iSheriff George W.-Gillie of

S eetfirimed e tale of terrorism related

of ire-mirmieand cross-hanes the verj
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the law
in our own hands by Augusi.

“Pleare signup nowi”

“A Lieutenant will call at your
house soon (at night in robe). Give
your membership to him. He will be
your leader and you will get ail in-
formation from him. = |

“MAJOR. 20K1"

©On each document was the im-
print of a stamp in purple ink, The
design had 16 points connected by
seven circles, Indianapolis rubber
stamp manufacturers saild they be-
lieved no such stamp was manufac-
lured and suggested that It may
—irmve been cul from eork, !

appesr (o have been made by rub-
ber. vt
The two pieces of paper were fold-
ed lengthwise and fastened by what
' apneared to be gummed paper tape
similar {0 that used in groceries.

The imprint, they said, did not |

1 Says Hands Are Tied .
i The sherift admitted that at
‘present hiz hands are tisd because
no acts of violence have been lnid
‘st the Black Legian's ddor to serve
]u A basis for formal charges.
- “What can we do?™ he. asked.
;‘k;g:n:r l!:e d: ﬂntdo m'te where the
going - tomgerow
night, we haven't anything to
charge them with.”

Those named by Hoeltje as mem-
bers of the Black Legion, and who
will be questioned first by Gillle are
Heldon W. Wollman, former deputy
townshilp assessor; Jim Joseph, said
by Hoeltje to have been the leader
of the group which threatenad him; i
William Btute, who owned the woods'
in Which Hoeltje sald Black Legion
Wings were held. !

EDERAL HELP |
 SOUGHT AGAIN

| Detroit Prosecutor Suggests‘

© ‘The occupant of an apartment at
" which one ol the notes was left de- !
nied all knowledge of it. He said
he knew of no one ‘who wouid have
sent it either in earnest or jest. -

At the same time, Lima (0. au-
thorities disclased that records ol ,
the Black Legion In their posses-
sion indicate that the organization
went by various names {n the dj -
remt states, and were designatod

There followed blank lines for BE® .. vpag ers in narts

1 parts of Indiana. !
and “The Black Brigade" in West
Virginia,

From Fort Wayne came informa-
tien that an organization there be- .
lieved to be closely connected with
“The Black Legion™ was called “Thh |

ack Bnakes.” 'i

I United Press -

FORT WAYNE, Ind., M
frightened
'worker today pleaded for
' policé protection from Black
Legion vengeance and told

plans for a secret meeting of

tomorrow night.
At the same time, Sheriff Gillie

today by Lawrence F. Hoeltle, for-
mer Wayne Township assessor serv-
ing a term for bribery in prisent al
Michigan City. b L)
“We are going to make & thorough
investigation and_question members
of the organization named by
wviorer-a® well as all others whose
| identity we can learn,” «Gilic.seld.

WPA |

the black-hooded . terrorists LHom

“Inguiry by internal
. Revenue Men.

By Unillcd Preds . oy

DETROIT, May 28, - utor
Duncan C. McCrea today made fa
~sacand attempt to enlist the aid bt
Federal officlals in hix investigatfidn
of the Black Legion when he re-
quested the Department of Internal
Revenue to inquire into the source
of income of Vergil F. EMpger,
Lima, O, alleged district commander
of the secret organization.

In a letter to Guy T. Helvering,
- Commissioner of Internal Revenue
‘st Washington, McCrea requested
an Investigation of Effinger's in-
come, emphasizing that he undoubt-
edly recsived money from the sale
of the black hoods and robes
by the terrorist band, and from thy'
dues of thousands of members i3

his district comprising Michiga
Ohio and Indiana. Yesterda,
McCrea asked alg of Atty Gen.)

er Cummings,

While Detroit police officials pur-
sued their inquiry into reports that .
five ‘members of the department |
were members of - the Black Leglon, |
Prosecutor Owen Dudley of Jackson '
sought to. involve EfMnger -on|
charges of criminal syndicalism in |
that county, - : !

The Jackson County Grand Jury]
reopened its hearings Into ¢harges
of floggings, arson and kidnepings
today. As a result of its fAindings,
Dudley sald EfMpger would be
charged with eriminal syndicallsm

- . 1m:nunt:y last summesr i connection

with the Black Leglon's gctivities,

because he had appeared:in the]
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‘Biack Legian’;MesszTg"é:'f" Found at Apartments




