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. » HENRY SUYDAM . ’ }r. Baughman.......
SPRGIAL, ASSITANT O K ATTOWNLY Gemuraal ’ o K Chief Clerk..........
" , T i Mr. Clegg .............
: Pepartment of Justice N
A i a: M. Edwards i - |
Washington R | e Bo s
. jm-;q.f?-ﬂnm; Ce : . Mr. anwort.h........ F
: Mey 28, %56 Ms. harbo oo |
- LLAORARDUW FOR MR, JOHN EDGAR HOOVER
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~In: Brooklyn Tomorrow

N

LA y ey .
Funeral services fof Miss Ade-
lalde E. Wyckoff, a member of

the”facdlty of Packer’ Colleginte
Institute for 45 years wiil be held

- at the Pairchild Chapel, 86 Lef-

ferts pl.. Brooklyn, tomorrow
2130 pom, oAy ol g
Wyckoff, who died Thurs

. Miss  Wyckoff, Who had been
prefect of .the -#enlor class at
Packer, was an active member.ofl
the Packer Associate Alumnael
For-many years she was a mem-
ber of the Hanson Flace Baptist

1rch. - .
j tie 1s survived by a brother,

:i\i%Son, 44 Miein F‘ii‘g;

3 Giher Chuur._J Saved ‘

Guest Drops' Three to Safety

in Watertown Blaze ‘¢
WATERTOWN, K. Y., May 20 (#).—
Bidney Fox, thifty-five years old, and
his son, Harold, four, birned to death |
s-—?y when their homd was du{yux‘

e, . o
;,-!'n;:o qther children, Doris, §even;

\Spencer C. Wyckotf, and a sister,
eé_!iss‘.Ells Wyckotf. o

cday Bt. Francis Hospital, Jer~

Shirley, three, snd Geraid, twod g
ved when they were dropped. :
second-floor window by Mill a.

; . sty SRy resided at 58 Hanson pl., ) » n
Bro B, whers she was born 30! ar a2 =T . La Pfinte, thirty-elght. who was. en |
vearfago. Shé was graduated{<T you IIxgIlT

JNDEXED

acker in 1874 and taught

{ro
in BAgoklyn public schnols belare

- .
thagulo overnight guest at the home. . A
] . g P e -
39T~ /6 '
[~ 1373 -}

e e apety TR Legion pver e F R STIGATION
he retired in 1624, -~ %" lne”Bluck Legliion evel Droke inka sTinaTION
"7 "the newspapers I earﬁbsqﬁmfllimﬁﬁg on .

the street phone or souniingboarggwléngQﬂlﬁd’-ﬂ-
section in South Hartiford on lMaple Ayenue, . ..

! near Pawtucket Street. I hawb %@ﬁ\ﬁwi@‘ S usTICE
i - one can get on those pho

rer— Ut TICT T,neJ A 7
Black Legion has been injtlie newspapers spme
one has been using names|that a WW__
er have been printed in the .dooident-cOuing”™ ,
of the newspapers. Some one shouted "Where .
is old man firesignal, I mean New Jersey"
and that was a week before the fires started.
Then the names mentioned in the enclosed
clippings were said too. I do not know how
much else comes over that might be a code as
I see no results in the newspapers. .

Since there ceems to be no motive of
roboery or revenge connected with these hep-
penings I thought that 1t might be some gang
of strect terrorists such ss the Black Legi-
on. It seems to Le devilishly clever and

o




e Ny

often perpetrated among the most conservative
class of people wno would not welcome any sug-
gestion of foul play.

Often they use slang that I do not at t:
sumerediie timgaanderstand and several times I have %
afterwards found out it was crooks jargon. %
The other day they said to me calling out my :
name "You have had Crooks Protection but now ™
we will tip you tlie black spot",  The names
-~ +0f people that get hurt come over once in &~
while quietly sandwiched if among the jargon.
Thnen the other day they saild "We will put you
onto the black spot legion". Do you suppose
they mean they would hook me up with the
street phones giving harm signals! It makes
me feel physically sick to hear the named
called out and afterwards to see them in the
newspaper c¢rime accounts and not be able to
do anything about it, But the thing sounds sgo
fantastic 1 don't know whom to go to. The
people in Hartford seem to hate the streetls
threats but don't seem to be able to do any-
thing about it. :

" Last week some deep volce on several dif-
ferent streets of Hartford said 167 Wushington
Street, I kxnow the policeman vho doesn't want
her out, then Keenen, or Koenig and in a few
days a policeman at that sddress and by that
name died of heart trouble wihich might have
been caused by several things. Now as I write
a deep voice says "Miss Kelly is on our crime
list."- . :




A E g P

~their clearing room.

"They carnot threaten me intg_silence. If my

it ringing. I hope it comes under the jur-

> At flrst I thought it mlght be the engi-
néer at some big radio station or else some |

news agency or some amateur station fooling
us but lt seemB +t‘\ hﬁvn ﬂﬂ-'r"i AT ANMAITIe M

gecma 1n CILQUS enNlouiil Ire=
sults. !

They threaten to get my motiier who lives‘i
in another state and I have not got enough
money to supply private guards or any written
evidence that would warrant police protection.

family are to be hurt anyway I am going to do

what I can te prevent a few crimes,

They seem to be a gang who strike with-
out warning and thie street is what they call

One day the detonator boomed "“Look out
your mother with fall in the street next
Thursday and if you warn her I will kill her.

It gseemed crazy and fantastic and I did noth-

ing but she did fall in the street on that
very day. It seems to be crime with no idea
of gain other than the power over human life.

The men seem to call him Frank and some
of the nurses at the Psychiatric Hospital
say "Father Geshayten'. I don't know what
it is all about! It is awful! I haven't
much faith in the local police when their
own men get causht in a death trap, such as
that. Every one else in Hartford can hear




isdiotipn of the Federal Bureau.

Some ran's voice will give the order to
"rive it over ¥JZ", or some other station.
: How can they bootlet the big stations' power
. sl - 0L ukbigde-reason it made me think that
K the big companies must be fooling until I
read the newspapers. Some people up here
call "him" Big Frank Mabwig or Paul Mabwig.
But the important part is that people are
- eewgetting -hurt and the names used reach into
different states. . T

I could give you pages of things that
have happened but it would not bve of any
aid as there would not be any recoxd of
them found. The only thing I guess is to
investigate the district and listen in on
the signals or whatever they are, certainly
orders of some kind,

Sincerely,

The threatened 4&10&11 QALLT'

TS, S-S

(I am afriad of
them! )

4pageé.
May 31, 1936,

L AW 1 LY T gy, v——
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Further Inquiries ‘Are Planned |V’
The grand jury inquiry has estab-
i Gou
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L The three men pleaded gulity a

\—~-their arraignment, but the court,
"

B

lisheq that 4m™Jtxsoif Ceunty:

rahip. is. concentrated ' in
itowns, but in them there ig
& household that i not rep: (b
d on the terrorist organiza-|/./¥
oster, 3

a County's-Btate grand jury
in Detroit opaned with tes-

tmony by Inspsctor John 8. Hoff-

man of the Detroit police. - Inspec-
tor Hoffman has been investigating
charges. that several score of me
bers of the Detroit force are mems«

| bers of the Black Legion and has
1" been checking 500 names of sub-
stential citizens found in files at
rajded headquarters of the,organ-
ization, . .
The Circuit Bench ia Oakland

“learning by guesttoriThg that they

e anim o wmrm a aarimimEnass af
wers unawars of the sericusness of

# the offense charged, set aside the
7’4 plean, ordered that they atand mute
; until they had consulied an attor-’g]
ney and antered pleas of not gullty.
. Twelve others, all ranking offi- o<
‘gers of the Black Legion, mre be-J
+ing mought under “'John Doe': iden-
*_tifications in ths warrant. .
"The arrests brought to light new
details of the atrength of the or-¢’
ganization in Ohlo. Gulley said his
ifather had beef & member in the
~+neighboring State and he was in-
“"ducted there when hs became 21,
. Hs insisted that the Black Knlghts gt
tacted as aids to law enforcementg®
- agencles there and said they wers
batter organized and  disciplined -

kfAbduction and Flogging 6_f ap
-Fellow Member in Dctobe‘l'_:,;( e
%Laid to Gang of Fifteen.

e . -.‘._
RET) i : [‘ h

1) HELD UNDER $50,000 BAIL ¢

: ;] (\ e — and . ¢ Cdunty, sitting at Rontiat, where &
o = . P v than in Michigan. " .7 . citizens' commitipl has charged

= w4 Trio Pleads Guilty but Victim L Held In $8,000 Ball 7 R ?1:“1 th:i secre fetyh dominates
fags . #4%-Refuses to Identify Men— A © In Jackson, Mich., 3 man alleged P L] 18 O°h: E eitodnd is impli-
il ¥ i L

" to be mecond in command of the , ;E;vp‘fci:u:-

i ", Ohio Strength Shown," . B
,.% “~. By WILL LISSNER - | &
Bpecial to TH NEW YOnx Tinmxs, ’

ﬁ ' DETROIT, June i.—Fifteen more
¥ members of the Black Legion were |}
T ‘5 K charged with kidnapping in & war-}
rant sworn out today by Duncan
C. McCrea, Wayne County prosecu-
tor. " The accusations were In con- JEX
. mection with the flogging of an- )
] ;31 other member. for failure to attend

43, meatings, - - o . ’ ;
™ L ‘,'rf Although the prosecutor yester-{'’
1+ ¥ day "demonstrated the limits to}.
&% which a member would be bound byl
~ his cath of secrecy when he o

% tained from Dayton

strong “‘regiment’’ there was held
in $3,000 ball on a felonlous as-[*:

N (mu!t charge. The prisoner, Glenn
3

Finkel, s salesman, was accused of ¥
¢ading the effort to coerce the g%
Rev. Ralph / Montague, Baptist

clergyman, Yito Joining the EBlack

Legion. Judge Ernest J. Rogers,

. in a grand jury conducted before

. him, 1is attempting to learn theF%

 name of Finkel’'s superior, believed [i.
to be the up-State commander,

Four men, two of whom are pub-

P P s L T P }

«f having attended &

' of Black Legion in 1
¥| ment was made W
'4 land Park Police an E

4] ston, at ‘s session calle

i

i had affiliated themselves 'w

‘1 hooded ordar, ,

Markiand Denies Chur'u.

Beaides the investigator, a Coun-
|ty Court Clark, a City Commilssioner
. jand & Police and Flre Commis-
.. 1 Moner - attended the meeting. The

witness, a city truck driver, who

*| hat admitted membership, testi-
fled. Three other city employes,
one & Firs Department captain
admiited membership and .tvers
j called before the hearing. - Mr.

Markland denled attending and

g2id he was in-the hoapital on tha
dats given,

1 The County Court Clerk named
was Clyde Markland, alde to Judge |
. |James E. Chenot, before whom the
Wayne County grand jury inguiry
is baing conducted by State Attore
ney General David H. Crowley
(. |Clyde Markland, a brother of Ray
““lalso denied the charges, butiane
nounced his resignation immediates
. {1y, dectaring he did not-wis -
v | barrass Judge Chenot. ' "
Mr. MeCrea made’

ith

. . ii
- -Judge Rogers for trial on assault!

charges In connection with thej”

flogging of a member for failing to

attend meetings., DitejHawley, for-

vmer leutenant of gdards at the
" State prigon, a Btate witness, said
that R, rnest, d‘gml*ed guatrd,
Dean, ierrorisy ordered that HarloyXSmfth of Nor-[:

vell, Micl]., be sent/flyrf Bmith was

: talked again' in the
'+ ' ! N

{§Fenlan of Ecourse, victim,
napping, refused to iden.
4ty the three men who were ar
Xiireated today as part of the fifteen
#’z'rhe three, who, Mr, McCrea sald,
j g tdmitted in statements that they
took part in ‘the abduction on or-

“brigadier general” who ordered |7
‘W the five lashes that wers given the b
men, Hawley, & “major,’ testified. |y

The prisongrs, who included Glenn
and Clarencd, Ernest, brothers of ||,
il Fay, and ABan\Basom, County (¥,
Road Commisslon’y, worker, werse
[identifying thef-ti =|| represented by Clyda LNulton. for-

TR - i faa % HWiochland
SOmplampnt. R o
*Tha m‘n, Thomas F.\Cox, Fred-

mer " police justica i NIighian
Park, who:ix also attorney for Ar-

b erick A.fGulley and K ngatadt,
X% wers h under §50, »ail each

thupLupp, Detroit ‘'genersl.” Ray :
: ~alag od on alf
-. for preliminary . court examination Ernest ‘also was' arraign
. Monday, S ) .

charge of carrying concealed weap-

- - B ons in conenction with the arsenal |l -} 0 R, o . YD ell amdli -
“ﬂﬁm&‘ﬁuﬁw ‘‘‘‘ found in H._ﬂ‘!‘-' was held for|l . - himss!f, "Mr. Dingell, aikgﬁ-‘- and .'_ :

Penlan, in a' reluctant complaint,
" disclosed that he had been taken|,
jfrom his dinner table at the points
rof revolvers last October, hurried
* by autothobile o & field outsida De- L
», trolt In Oakland County within ear- [SRERA5 ‘.
;3 shet of a monastery, and haled be- 8 gt
i fore & disciplinary eourt-martial be- %‘g :

] hoiaubmlt to the Federal authorities

f a Kidnapping Liw violation [
be “the way whith will per-
s G-men to togfe in.”* Mr,

-5 fore several hunared robed night

: g;rldarl."" insisted ' the fule vio-Ei.-
~lation claim’ dismissed and was P,

-ﬁi orroborated by Mgstadt and Cox. i

~ Qulley confessed, éthe prosscutor )

. Sald, that Penlan was tied to al-
"tl‘ haN 3 .
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yous lagter dated June $,
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K Zﬂrhpral Bursau of Jtmnahgatmn
., . Bepartment of lxmﬁrr

Post Office Box 1887,
Charlotte, North Cerolina.

June 5, 19?§ﬁ_

-, o : _ _
Director, . / '

Federal Bureau of Investigation, ‘
Washington, D.C. ) ‘

' 4
Dear Sir: ' © Re: BLACK LEGIGN ACTIVITIES.

o ———rv

Transamittod herewith are two copies of a lgtte
_ jaddressed to this office under date of Jume 2, 1936, by Mr%
* Spencer, North Carolina, and two coples of a letter
i a ed to one, H, H/ARobinson, Spencer, North Carolina, by one,
W. MAHicks, ddted at Asheville, North Carclina, May 11, 1836, which
letter was forwarded to this office by Mr Two coples of my

reply to Mr- dated today, ere also attached hereto.

' -~ It is noted that Mr.qelieves the letter T
addressed to Robinson by Hicks refers to Black Legion activities.
Consequently, I am bringing this to the Bureau's attention for
general information and such reference as may be deemed appropriate.

The original communication addressed to Robinson
is being retained in the files of this office, it being likely that

_ Hr.-nay_ request its return to him.

Very tQJ: yours,




d'a etter that accidentall

a7

0" Ry, posse gobtained ‘thiskletter from'.the’ person s
't thomiit 18 ‘addressed, Hf Robinaon;!qu. Robinson, informs.
meVthatitnia¥ 'btar“ih Mo "Black ‘Legion®: leaderg ‘whorhas ‘been
ﬁhi aid,in organiaingathrough?tnis sectiona;*I\qan learn
'{‘rqmﬂhim ;ogncerning 1this’letter, other than his. statement i, "
prfpedytha t,l_;iaﬁatter}perarq:no..thm #Black Legion®
‘_ﬁidestroy tlie letter aftor reading 1t;° 80, he*ia uneware:
- that 1t‘in 1n“your poaseaaian.”’ 'Please do not think me a "ecrank®
: for. aending .you ‘this “letter.’ “It may be only a false alarm, yet
this{fellow Hicks’ may‘warrant 1nvestigation. I got hold of this
ett r,qn Mayzas %
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te of N, . C, a» we underatand just what confronts us
% ] orrztory, u you: ‘aen ccme on llo. 11 just come right
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' } o rederal Bureeu of Invutlgation,
- washington, D.C,

Dea;-Sir::i ,
: J 'olippins
e from the Dallas * T&naa-Hbrald of Q/$£;64 tioned” S S
- ~.#Hoover Roped in for :Centenniel’* and: itor: 1,rronc<.~*r;~“<-»»:'
the Bame publication of the same date captioned/"They
Sent in e Call for the G-len;" also an editorial from the
Dallaa Morning Kews of 6/4/36 "The Parole System."

Vary truly ycurs,

< A

‘!-I- MO. : ,-' , ‘ 7 g 1- .. i
Special Agent in Charga. : |

267050
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THEY SENT IN A CALL Fow_' Y ety
-;,.. o GUEN _[d-crna i F.» ;
THE MCHIGAN STATE UTI-lORl’IILS F«

s Jost no time in calling for federal assistance when
ihey uncovered thc 50~ oalled Blatk ];cgmn. But f

that national Jaw enforcemont a"cnmos ha\e ]l!!‘]S“
dlchon only when federal laws have been v iolated.
To Lhe appeal of Michigan for aid, Allorney |Re. .
General Cumminga gimply stated that the G-men | dgs "
_could not step in unless there were clear indica- [k
tions that federal law had been flouted. Upon the :
rlate enforcement machinery the major porlion of e
the task of extirpating crime still resis. k

* The Black Tegion is a sort of nefarious polit- j=
ical organization. For that reason local eleciive
officials paturally wonder how many v.nirlq they
'mll‘gam or lose by suppressing the terrorista. It
wudd—b.-com'ement for them to accept federal aid-
.and be in position o shift respongibifily to 'G-men.
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JOHN LESINSKI : § ? - - - P COMMITTERS:
T A0H DisT, Miciosan i ~ Lason
e : " INVALID PENSIONS

- - IMMISRATION AND N.\Maqnﬂon

Congress of the United States ——
- ‘ ’ . - | e Tnlrun,i.,.._...,
FBouse of Representatives | / s
’ o ®lashington, ;. L. , _ Chiet Clork , ........
L R TN L AN . . . Mr. Clegg ............
- . : i Mr, Coffey ..ccae.oo..
. 5 . R } - o - -r : Mr. Fdwards ...
- “ay 27’1936 ’ Mr. Bgam oo ooeemren-
. Mr. Foxworth.......
Ce e ' Mir. Barbo ....l.....
) ' ‘ ’ Mr. Joseph .........
C . L " . ¥r. Keith ... .....
L " D ?'( ) . - . " Mr, Lestor ...........
,. I ’ Yoo - _ “ L o B . Mr. Guinn,, e
" "Mr. Edgar Hoover, I ” A ;i: ::]:‘:“/
' Departmont of Justics, ' : var, Traeyo
Washington, D.C. o nm.-:;:ud;..;::.-:.;..
Dear Mr. Hoovers
Enoloaed please find letter
whioh I have this date’ received ralative to the
o _
‘Blaok Legion at Detroit. St '
- o RIREN it poauible I would appreciate your Lo
o investigating this matter. o
. : B | Sinoerely M ' _ .
’ " o o%smsx:, 1. C.
P e N
a s - RECORDED & &\WDEXED ! l ﬂrz ‘{f?f g /
,_ ) A AL RIETAD oF INVELTIGATIG
% W\’ R (Lg\ [ i
Jun 11 936, qouN 6 183 o,

& B % DLPARTIAENT GF JUSTICE

s e .

A Q{f S ﬁv . FILE
: RPN 4 (SAN 1 '

S



NATHAN J. BICKNELL, M, D. ) .

TR 1 i

10508 Vest Chicago Avenue
RIS L s i Detroit. ‘

May 25, 1936.

i

~ Dear Congressman Lesinski:-

Startling unbelievable revelations of Black Legion .
with their political end industrial ramifications require thorough il
Federal investigation. o

(R

.

cated, and local investigation will be curtailed before higher
upg are exposed. .

Many state and municipal employees are definitely impli-

_ I would like to know what connection former Gov. #ilbur '
(Burckes (?) has with this organization, also if Harry/Qennett,
Chief Ford Stool Pigeon is not behind the scenes. o

It is high time that federal authorities expose without
fear or favour this entire setup. One Leader says "ihy a dicta-
tor from Russia or Rome, why not have one of our own?" Liberty
Leagues or Wall 3Street Dictator? I wonder?

| Decent Michigan people would welcome action.

In the name of Humanity Please act at once.

Yours truly,

f
K /s/ N. J&K?icknell.
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:'onx' bnuotb;hnt eertain fires’ ar i
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t,nwmsluuon Oy W
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ttptiad ‘nohtlm ot»lpnl.ﬂo Foderal laws, ' *g L
any Andioation that the activities of the Black -
nntutionn are in wiolation of wny such hd:rnl

vithout. luthoritw to mduot I.nvutdnuen
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OFFICE OF DIRECTOR

FEDERAL BUREAU OF 1NVESTIGATION

u.s. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

R J ecord of Telephone Call of visitor.

May 30  1936.

leﬁ{rﬁﬁsk _
© Time 11:10 AM ‘
{ // Y

H

tele

[qﬂame Blaiﬂ Moody of the\_getroit, News

Referved o______—————"

Details:
gtated he would like to
about-theCBlaq;Vngiq& and ab

1led at National 4566,

Askéd 10 be c&
" oep

RECORDED ! Lo /
& Lo
INDEXED

JUN18 1906

.. L. -
— bl
._- . o

talk to the Director
out he Pension Bill.

mr. maughmsn_______

cnist Cherh__ o eee
Mr. CIoEE

wr, Cotfey —

M. Lewards
W, RO e
Wr. Tenworth
mr. Narke,
e, soserh )
My, Reith
W, LOAOT__ e
Mr. Quinn .
Mr. Sehibder

Wy, Tamm

Wr, Tracy
Mise Qarcy

\L . %o inkant

|
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REOORDED&JNDE?ED

XAV 311 [0/’7?7,}?”' 5’7

54 % [LBIETY & FTAU T ACSTIGATION

\ W N JUN 9 1936 A W, SEE D

A s Mr. Bavrhoan ...

T Rnited Blaes Senalecr |

Mr, Coffey ....ceviue-

June 1, 1936
Mr. Edwards ....... -
. ) 7 Mr, Egan....... ......
' Qﬂw Mr, Poxworth.......
X
Respectfully referred to .
Honorable J. Edgar Hooverj mr schitier../f.....
Division of Investigation) mr femm.Y.. ...
Department of Justice Mr. Trecy .ooooce.
e washington, D Cs Wiaa Gy

A L e

with thanks for such favorable consiierationuaslu'

the communication herewith submitted warrants,
and for a report thereon, to accompany return

of inclosure.
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~tEdmondson.

(
'HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Committee On ~ PR
‘ Immigration and Naturalization :
-

Washington, D. C.

Ssmuel Dickatein,

N.Y., Chairman May 265¢h, 1936.

Honorable J. Edgar Hoover,
Bureau of Inveatigation,
U. S« Department of Justice,
Washington, D. C.

My dear Mr. Eoover:

Since the Committee on Un-pmerican Activities has concluded
its investigation dealing with subversive movements in the United States,
there has popped up additional foreign and domestic elements which are
continuously, in one form or another, advocating propagenda subversive
in its tendencies through the distribution of literature against the
Federal employeoss, which in my opinion, is not free speech or free press,
but seeks to undemtine our present form of Government. It may be Com-

munism, it may be Fascism, or it may be any other ism one might care to

I em enclosing herewith, a number of documents which I have
recoived from an American cltizen which shows the danger as imminent.
It is moat urgent, therefore, that these matters be looked into and in-
vestigated, to find out who is financing this propagande, end from where
it is emanating. If you think it necessary, I will be glad to call

. upon Congreas for further power and aaaistance in competing with thiu
menace.,

I also call your attention to another piece of subversive
propagande which ia distributed by one who calle himself Robert Bdward
This sheet is nothing but propaganda, financed by a group
in Wall Street, to betray the American people against the President of
the United States, and other outatanding men and women, who happen to
be members of his Cabinet, or otherwise prominent in public life.

In our investigation we came across anonymous complaints
dealing with a so-called, ack ghirte" organization. We did not have
the time to go into this matter at that time, and no doubt did not take

it as seriously as we might have. I do not know if the present organ-
ization known as the

cSBlack legion" is in sny way connected with this ... ...

*-ALELL-%P.Q C2-IFP L) ]2

P
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Honorable J. Edgar Hoover -2 - uay.as, 1936.

above mentioned group, but it seems to me that this "Black Legion" is
a group of subversivists who are sesking to deairoy amarican cltizens
because of racial and religious affiliations, pointed mainly toward my

-people and people of the Catholic faith. It seems to me that this

organization should receive the most caroful acrutiny and investigation
of your Department.

The mails are being used to foment racial and religious
prajudice almost continually, and concerning this aspect I em writing
the Post Office Department.

I realize full well I am adding additional burdens to
your office, buti when we have un-Americen organlzetions, under the
guise of patriots, stoop Bo low as to attack through the mails, as
shown by the enclosures, and through other nefarious msthods, we are .

indeed living in a Dark Age.
Respectfully yours,
/8/ ‘
SAMUEL DI CKSTEIN, M.d.

enclosures
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A -
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Ar.Tamm calls Dir.'s attention to the attached letter

from a member of the Night Riders who tells of the

actions of this secret organization (which is apparently.

akin to the -Black Legion). He was forced to join under

threat and desires to get out. '

The ‘only way they can get out of the organization is

by death, _and'he': giyeg,igat.mct.ions‘ for answering this
Tonit Shiohing ) _
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T e

{;Qf; ‘ r,.,* "Greenfield,: pio
LIy 38768 p e May 25. 19 .\

ﬁmo the Speeial Agent in charge-’ . RFGORDVD

of investligating the Black wﬁ;;‘, R 3

ik ‘/Legion in llicﬁ.ga.n, Ohio, a.nd INDEKED RLL- 13
»Indiana. Q IR . reen MAY 28 |g35 P ,r,}'
""Dear 511’-‘- o JUN 18 1956 : . ! f; 'r y if"* ACH

R R T

. o ' P i - P
1 have been reading for the 1ast Tow days r the acts or PO

C thaDBlack leglon in Mic an and had intended tg write a: letter«§§~ ¢

T e Attorney-general John [Bricker of Ohio, When I héaid that - dv

" the F. B. I..was taking 4 -hand I Gecided t»write thare- inatead, « ¥
chiefly'for my. own protection as. they: are known ror keeping b
&l the names .0f informants segret..’ R k»”“.
Ee I am a member of thefNight Riders of OhLo and:want to get !
. out, have wanted to alnoe the night T Joined under threat. o

A < Durling the sunmper or 1934 I was approached several times '
. by two acqu&ntancea who asked me -1f I wanted to Join a “secret, ;
Pt patriotie organization, opposed to Communism, Fascism, and other{_”
* forelgn experiments and standing for white supremacy, the con- ;f¢ :
¥ stitution and opposition 1o permitting negroes, Jews, Japangse,. . .
4 “@hinese and any but natlve born American ¢itizens who had A .‘**»
ih proved their loyalty from holding or controlling ofrlce.
2% ' o 1-sounded them out for more than-a year as I thought the *
.  ldea sounded dangerous. However ths two men seemed to be per- ‘
*feoctly decent' citizens if not overly brainy. From general oon~
.versations that I held with them at various times I was told °
that tpis organization dld not belleve-in terrorlsm, that 1t*was
_chiefly &n effort to spread American propoganda, that 1t did not
" bellieve in any sort of oppreaslon, and’that they planned no ,ﬁ
_‘action t111 the ‘day when some”group tried to sleze the govern- .E?
' Y- ment by force--then they wouldirally’mueh arter tkn fashion of -
o Minute Men, and be ready for: business.: it iy
SRS " On 'thair promise’ that no one waa,forced to Join &gainst hin g
~will I atcompanisd them to'a’ meeting.ﬁ Another person whom I #:u
,knew sllightly‘was thare also”and in" alfew minutes when ' we were” RN
“alone voiced the .same ‘opinion: I ‘had. Something was needed to QQI;“"
combat .seditious activity but'this didn't look ‘like:the right f
‘thing. We agreed that ' 1lf we did not 11ke the looks or: thinga h
“that we would not join. o
3 Thls was while I was living in Wooater, Wayne: County,
Eal Ohlo. In September of 1935, one ‘of ;the men ploked me o LUp at my
: ngwg;home after cautloning me to tell no one where I was golng. = 4:ff‘
. "*We drove east on the Lincoln Highway, U.8. Route 30 tl1ll a mile
" or so east of the side road to Orrville. ‘We turned north there
‘for some distance on & back road and turned shiply to.the right n
.8t a’rallroad crossing, more than a right angle, and swung away .
" from ‘the tracks without crossing them. "After driving some diszﬂé'
‘tance down this road we passed a large barn which the driver .}/
.. " . said was the largest all-metal barn in that territory, perhaps '.°
SR 'in the wihole country. A short distance farther along we turned.
-+ “'in‘'at & farm lane markea py & lignted lanvern hanging on some
- sort of wooden platform. We turned to the sighv and after , ., ...
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1@%#&%? ‘him if we were candidates and"if he could vouch ror,ua.: e e

. H
2 .
a',
L

gef_

.. ' Do you belleve in Lynca Law? My scquaintance was the only

5 ,paseing eit.her two farm hOusee 01’ one fa.'rm hotise and a very 3876"’

? artistie barn, stopped in a :field.  Two men in civilian: i
clothes stoppea us and spoke-to the driver for a moment,’ aek1n51 s

‘then parked,ileft us in the.car and ‘'went on ahead.”, BQVeral more;
cars errived and rirteen or twenty oandidatee wero leated 1n«;3
"Mham. TN L v e N t”[‘ -'q~:;:"~.‘ - -v.» Y
S Arter walting nearly .an" hour, uuring which time the ecqaahn ?“é
> tance and”I ‘dlscussed the”thing 'in low'tones, six’ me:ddreaaed BNy i
own to the, s

«'in black gowns;and hoods and: garrying revolvers came
p a hill .

cars, ‘lined us ‘up..and .marohed us through t he field,
%4111 we;were. well out of sight'from 'the road.

B & ‘We 'were ‘asked numerous questlons about our politlual,«
and rellgioue beliefs. - I list as many as. i remember' B

Are you 'an Amerlcen oitiaen? ; SRR

‘Native born?- : ”-1.-' B @,'jiw

. ‘What 1is your religion? =;S'fy;“" G T

A What are your pn11t1c-?

ok W o W e W

Do ‘you: believe in supporting the Lonetitution? |

‘one who dedldedly opposed it. vhey then asked him, “If you came -
home and found a nigger raping your wife what would you do?", - ?q
He replied, “There wouldn't be any nlme for 1yncn1ng.4 1neg 4
laugned and aaid he would do.- e
Do you promise to vote s your commander tells you ar the ;:fff
-canaidate 1s Lhe better man?’ : 3
- “ «’*We!wera,then t0ld that we. ‘had none ‘so far we could not- back
;" out'.and ‘that we would have'to" Join. Two who "Refused" ana ™ .. ;J .
‘threatened to tell-were.punished.' :'One was hanged and one shot. ' =
‘1 assume these were steged to impress us and that they were al-:" ~.
ready members. At least no dleappearances were reported 1n_ Jui -
that Far t of vhio at the time and I walched the papers closely. T
“However in the dark, and with armed men all arcund we none thought
of it or wantea vo take the chance. -
. :,.. Wa were then told to kneel and one of the members presseq. .
.8 gun to the back of each initlate while we toOk an ocaih. .. I‘ref"__
prqauee At as nearly as I can remember. A
i “I,*-candidate name,*: sWear by .all the powers or heaven R
and’ hell, that 'I will never betray any oI the sevrets or Iellow ;}#'
" members of this organization; that I will'be relentless in my -

ﬂ! gh‘t‘ sunﬁn-t ﬂnmmun“l -1'- F" Ta'-" gat hn"l!n-’ ‘h'\nnlr-'lncrl and any

AR o W A

“obey all" .orders of a auperior orricerwf
;of this’ organlzanlonveVen “Af=theyin~ean my own déath, “That' I will.
~let no bonas of+ ‘friendsnip‘or: afreotion cause me Lo fall in my '*P“x
duty, ‘that' ( texe tneee meumoers. o’ be my bronheru and will never
rorsake t hem! : . E N i o
" There. waa much more to 1t but than 1a aa nearly ea I can ,
remember. R ~y £
' * We were told tnat there wee no way or reslgnﬁng from the
--ormenization @xcepl by death. . The leader boasted:-that one member
-who had tried to- get out had been killed and his car burned hn
. near New Philadelphia, QGhio, -and no ons was the wisag. . Each one
‘" 0of us was then handed a .303 Savage rifle cartridge, base Tirst,
?3and tola that any othere would come at us ball end’ rlrat.A We were
-then permitted to leave. .
- Since then I have attenaed only one meeting which was hPld
in.what ‘I assumed to be tne Ku Klux Klan meeting place, & room
on tha third floor of & building on the north-east corner or tne
punllo4square. wooster, Ohio.
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¥, "“' "‘ iy a, k ng g!” b4 - . ,E‘ - L ", ;
“u. T managed tua)boid attending any othmr-l )tinga as I was &
mgu;ﬁ,gﬁﬁy at .college part of the time, until. December, 1935,°when' I
; uhﬁiﬁraduated from-the . Bchool :of” Journaliam, Ohic Btate University.:w
g/ - At other times I told them I was going out of ‘town forithe™
tFewening or hadiav date., 'We ware notified only at’ thn”&aut mlnute

A at-RlE R 2~ S 2gals LIV WVALLU

% a,nd no one " but"?the driver of 'the car knew where Hot go e LT 3875
'“‘ﬁr D | have done some ocautious. questloning sinece thsn and Waa e
sl ; told ‘that ‘the Ohlio commander is & veterincry doctor who lives vhifﬁ"

A gg%ﬁ#noardtha Ohio: River.,«mmhat there are between4300 uggﬂhoo mamberl o
g Ain Wayne county*alone. T TR TR
?iif C0 7T At the :{Eg of -the 1n1t1ation which waz 5hprt1y after tha

dbath of ‘Huey/long, the whole.organizatlion paid a minute of
silent 4ridb to .that great southern leader, Huey Long." s
: L ‘I was told that the Night Riders and the/K.K.K. cooperate
:;&3- and have much'thae’ same ideals but that there 1s o conneetion;u-._ g
3¥. To satisfly my desire for proof I dttended an open meeting of the  ''-
Y KJK.K. and recognized aeveral as men I had seen arter ths 1n1t1a
tion whan they. unmasked. - . " : »u@w
“The recognition slgnal" between two members who are not
" sure of each other but want to become acquainted follows: - *.
-~ A'reaches up and raiaeu&the rront or his hat oxr- cap._@r”

- B pulls:-hisg down.. .- S
"A-pulle hias down.
.B pushes his ‘up, .
A ralses his again.. Ly
B pulls his ‘down, ‘ : i £ g
. They shake hands, A~ saying, "Under the ltar of the guard.“?‘”
"’?‘ B repliel;t"ﬂo shall. 1tvbe. s il ow _ A
S 'Unto the end.P ny - '»3;' i

i
. .
FEETOR ) "y - .- 'l«““ b . . . _,ls?_ o

Tha paanword 18 given only when a member of aentlnel 1n 2N
- full regslia and under arms asks for it. A member is not to -;3?’,
X give it to any one else. When the guard asks for the pallword

o tha member layl,"Place Americans only, on guard., B g. s r-gyﬁ

Ihe names of leveral whom 1 know to be memberl 1n the 3
; mayne county group are: . - - i
R HénryS?helly, owner of shelloy s Dairy on the Three c High-a
s way about & mile north of. WOOlter.waQ 1: or wa., tha colonel of
the,WoosQer ‘gompany. v s LA, _
et Hites who' lives on'a’ aroas road Jult north and west of'
& shellay. nﬂe ;l employed at tne H ?}QWOOQ&OOQI ana Ice plann, ‘ :
.: Wooster. ?‘ AL A
g A Thomai\plalgow -eoond hand daalqprand truck. driver, whotefﬂ* 'x
bulinesa laceiis on SOuth Walnutrstreet ‘Wooster," Ohio._ rP: m.ﬂwi-'
ﬂﬂgﬁ Fre&SEeaa, oﬁ\aeed,ror 1ad ‘I/am ‘not . sure whioh who Jolned &“
s fW1th me against® his wishes.'>* ‘s'» S
R R0 glifford Giﬁpdell 5unlmith and rallroad Iorkerc“'Buainell %
' placa,North.Buckeya Bt., ‘Wooster,:0hio.” Residence,>Blair Boulem :
“vard.' ;T doubt if he 1s active 'as he Was not at either meeting 7 .,

St
Y T

tﬁl -1 attended ana nan -poxsn very sirongly against . s melhods of
.;_;; . the K K.X l' )«1”"1 o R ﬂ‘F‘:f"‘, L REES ‘-': "4
LTS Carey Grone baugh. _fd‘”fu~ff"ig ﬂ _

RS K;”m A man named\Farner. ' “ ) A K
. . 7 Oneiof the mdmbers of the Orcville police rorco. I don't

. know hls name but ha was initisted Lhe same night 1 was. TR
S ‘It 1s ¢laimed that Bheriff BertNaumen of Wayne county 1-~gf”“-
-wﬁLLF a member.r I did 'not see him at either .meeting. - STIOSS
D They wore trying to get Ed. xyilll,‘deputy lherirr, and now =

ﬁlb
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=;aﬁﬁi%§gfllcan eandigf “for lherirr to Join. t;ave not heard “i -
5hg; v oeher he did or not. They also boasted that "Some or the © . °~
iﬁﬁﬁéf:?011ca ‘and National Guard areimembers."’ - “ B

ﬁa;;@; They claimed affiliation with an organlzation_in ?ennlyl-‘7

¢)
“ g
vania ‘";ewn 28 ”\ﬂ» .‘.'!ild cau. Wi S e e ’.87*‘
B m" -A woe Ty ‘.; }';.15! 1 P
T

Lk I am lending this letter to a friend in coluMbun who 1: B
to drop -1t in a mall box without any question. I am employed '
ihere as a reporter. on. the'fGreenfield Dally Republican.and do'.
;not wani to arouse any questions among possible members here.
|1 will be willing to help the'F.B.I. as far as poseible in -
*future but must-ask that this' informstion, my name, and the - -
.town from’ which the latter was malled be held in atrlotelt con- Gl
.tidence.-" LR e
" Had'I realiued what the organization really was I would
.- nevar have consldered Jjolning. My newspaper tm4ining, my dellre
'3<a-~-ror adventure, and my ignorance of iis true character lead he :

. to a potition where I could not sately-withdraw. I hope this =~ = '
will assist in breaking up what has proved to be as dangerous & . ¢
“yy . Movement as the ones it claims to combat, 1T any reply is made,&)

7. please lend it to my residence in plaln envelope. -

va  ‘ : o S Very respectfully your-i ‘i

"
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