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Qederal Burean of Inul i Mo

1. & Bepartment of Justicr

506 Fletcher Trust Building
Indianapolis, Indiana
May 28, 1336

= - T Sy

Director,
Federal Bureau of Investigatlon,
Washington, D. C.

Bl

Deer Sir:

% ﬁ) With reference to my teletype to the Buireau dated Mey
28, 1936, having, to do with the Black Legion, and & statement
appearing in the\Indisnapolis Times, Indianepolis, Indiens, is-
sue of May 28, 1936, stating that the Black Leglon was being in-
vestigated in Indlanepolis by U. S. Department of Justice agents
8% the reguest of Detroit authorlties, permit me to attach here-
to for your information the news item and 2 kindred iiem over &
Detroit date line of May 28 (UP).

It is my understsnding thet this Bureau Office is not
to interest itself in the Black Legion, or its ectivities, un-
less its activities ave in violation of & Federal Statute over
which this Bureou hses basic lnvestigative jurisdiction, and
that this office is not to interest 1tself in making investiga-
ticns even when the facts indicate Federal Statutes over which
this Bureau has investigative Jurisdiction, until the informs-
tion has been submitted to the Bureau, end the Buresu there-
after issued instructions to mske an investigation.

In other vords, no activity is to be engaged in by
this office in the sbsence of Bureau instructions.

e,

Very truly yours,

et e

JOEN A. DOWD,
‘ Specisl Agent in Charge.
_2_enclogures -
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to McCrea.
12 MEN ARE SOUGHT

15 to 18 States involved
in Movement, Belief
of Authorities.

ByTwiled Prega
DETROIT, May 28-The
Federal government replied

today to an invitation to en-
ter the investigation of the
night-riding, terreristic so-
ciety, the Black Legion.

Proseculing Atiornes- Duncan c.
McCrea pressed his search for 12
fugitive Legionnaires, whose arrests
- may bolster his charge that the eult
l'accused of responsibility for killings
and floggings is operating actively
in 15 to 18 states and particularly
in New York City and Chicago.

i The Federal governments reply |

| was deiivered by Harold H. Rein-
ecke, head of the local office of the
Federal Bureau of Investgation,
whose chief is Atty. Gen. Homer 8,
Cummings, whom McCrea petitioned
yesterday for Federal intervention.

Peinecke refused to hint as to the
nature of the reply, saying that
McCrea was the person to make it
public,

As he delivered the reply there
came evidence from Lima, Q. that
the Federal Bureau of Investigation
had looked into the Biack Legion as
far back as 18 months ago,

‘lnterv{ewrd by G-Man
William H| Smith, an Ohig farm-

er who wasi Kidnaped and beaten
by Legionnatres on Sept. 29, 1934,
sald he was interviewed by a De- |
-partment of Justice awent who told
him:  “Youll be calleq upon to
Egli your story in court at tha proper

with % mass of evidence already
complled McCrea intimated that
the 12 men being sought were_“of
greal importance to his investiga-
tion.

At Jackson, & grand jury resumed
| its investigation cof Legion activities
*there. The jury aiready had issued
twarrants for the arrest of 25 men
jaccused of kidnaping and flogging

Hariey \Smith who was forced to

De~atailed 1o sttend ona of its
tmeetings._, .
e Wi -

&/-7398-%0

. *

Graﬁﬂ‘:i-u-r;..l"robns Planned |
Atty. Gen. David i Crowley Tre- I

ing initiated a one-gan grand jury

inquiry in Wayne unty (Detroit
and environs) returded to Lansing
to plan similar proceedings through-
out Michigan. :

In petitioning Atty. Gen. Cum-
mings for Federal aid yesterday.'
McCrea said.

“I know definitely that the Black |
Legion s operating in 15 to 18,
states. I know that it is very ac-
tive in the citirs of New Yotk and
Chicago. I have reason io believe |
that the activitles of the Legion
‘have included the haulinz of bodies |
across state boundary lines, which is
a Federal offense.” '

He told Cummings that his evi-
dence showed that “many serlous |
crimes have been committed in
states other than Michigan.”

“Of course. I am unable to in-
vestigate these” he said, “and for
that reason I have sought the aid
of the Department of Justice.”

12 Other Hunied

MeCrea's  investigators and  six
members of the Detroit Homicide
Squad were searching for the 12
fugitive Legionnaires.

At Jackson, Smith, the Black
Legion victim. threw a new light on
the organization's techniques. He
said:

“Two neighbors invited me 1o a
party about & year ago. I went and
pret:y soon we got to & place where
there were three 11 in robes. They
called themselves \Black Knighis,
One man held a gun against me:
and they gave me the oath, I was.
scared. I can't remember the oath,:
but they did give me a bullet and”’
one of them said, “The next one we |
give you will be out of & gun.’ ’

Lashed by Group, Report !

"I went te ane meeting after that. |
When they told me there was going]
to be another meeting, 1 said I
couldn’t go 1o it. Well, about iast
November some of them c¢ame
around to my house and said. “Your \
superior officer wants to talk to you'

I went out to their car. They pushed
me into the back seat. They drove
about 8 mile. Thev told me to get
out™of the car. They took e jlto a
house and tied my hars. Spmebody
sald; “What's the verdict—guiity or| _
not guilty?' They peded ‘guut}"—-[
and sofienody said, ‘six lashes.’ 9

“They pulled my shirt off, They |
gave me six lashes. It felt like a !
blacksnake whip. H hurt. Then they -
put me back in the car ang we drove

a while. We were near a house,

“They took off the bligdfold and
told me to walk home. I went to one
meeting after that—in Pecember,
T've been & nervous_ wregk Aver
sifce—— —_
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" Will Be Made ‘at Night .
' in Robe.

LIKE MICH!GAN NOTES
Indiana Infested With Ar«
dent Members, -Says

Detroit Prosecutor. |

- -

Noles purporting {o be
Trom “The Black Legion
were found last night in In«
dianapolis and today were
being investigated by Uniled
States Department of Justice
agents at the request of De-
troit authorities.

They were found In two neara

North 8ide apartments, stuck in
doorknobs, The notes promised the
occupants- that representatives of
“The Legion" would call “at night
in robe” to accept their member-
ghips.
. Duncan MacCrea, Wayne County,
Mich., prosecutor, about whom cen-
ters the main probe of the organiza-
tlon's known activities, told Vhe In~
dianapolis Times today that the
notes bore marked characteristics of
known Legion. decuments now in
possession of suthorities.

“We know definitely,” he sald,
“that Legion members do appesar
‘at night in robes both to recruit new

imembers and 4o force delinquent
!members to attend meetings.

¥
“Sound Authentic,” He Bays

“The Indidnapolls notes sound
suthentic to me, and X am asking
Departmert of Justice agents, as-
signed to me by Atty, Gen. Homer
Cummings for this inventigation, to
immediately probe the Indlanapolls
angle.

“I have already had several con-
fidential communications from the
Indianapolis area, which lead me to
believe that the Legion {5 organ- -
ized there and has been responsible
[¥or at Teast one putrage.

apelis Times)

i

i
§
!
L5}

or in the minds of my associates,

ardent Black Legion members.”
The notes, found yesterday aft~
ernoon, each consisted of two pieces
_ -of paper. One was a salLion pink
T slx by four:inches, °

£ ‘bmd paper,
lon it was typewritten whal was

{interprete dtoc be.a m-mbership

. ‘blank, It read: - 07 - '

* { ““Black - Leglon * Membership.”

“There followed blank llnes for age, ;
Rame Wiibessy both CILy AN state, ¥

A‘u‘ ‘”..t e W B "y
" Yossagesy: Promise_Calls -

_‘(Oopyrlght, 1936, by The Indiane —-

" “There {5 no question in my mind,

but- that Indiana is infested with :

.

Jh 18 Penalty® #vY
Uhder 1

“Oath: . ' .

“In the name of God and the
Devil I will stand up to the Black
Leglon. 1 wiil follow my orders and
will abid (misspelied) by the iaws of .
the Black Legh Never shall T be=-
tray its secrels ¢ 113 ex-members.

#Death Is penalty for the
or its oath.,”

11X7" and & blank
rd “Rank.” The
other note bore thg numbe? “610X7."

Last of all, at tom, ap-
peared ‘Black Legion-611X17." The
other note's number was “€10X7." *

Message Ts Typed

the designation
preceded the

nside was & piece of cheap white

paper, about the same size, upon
which was typed the foliowing mes=«
sage: ‘
“Comrade: :
“we must re~rganize quickly. Wa
suffered & shock that lLas broke our
stride but we will get back to our

feet and rush on through the night

and show them haw (apparently
typing error) it is done. -
“ghe Chief has given the order:
wpellow comrades we must not
give up. We must make the sym!.ol
of the skull and cross-bone the ter=
l ror of the world.
"uwe must and will take the law
in our own hands by August.”
uplease sign up nowl
«a Lieutenant will call at your
home soon (at night in robe), Give
| your membership to him. He will be
your leader and you will get all In-
{ormation from him.
i *MAJOR 29K1."
' Imprint of Shmp{

On each document was the im=
print of & stamp in purple ink. The
design had 16 points connected by
seven clreles. Indianapolis rubber

, stamp manufacturers sald they bee

! jjeved no such stamp was manuface

 {ure¢ and suggested thatt it may

_have been cub from gork.

i The imprint, they sald, did not
‘ appear o have been made‘_ by rub-
ber.

The two pieces of paper were {old~-
ed lengthwise and fastened by what
apneared to be gummed paper tape
simailar to that used in groceries.

The occupant of an apartment at.
which one of the noteswas Il de-~

nled"s-‘:i-kmavkedqg_of _!‘t: He said.
he knew of no ons who would ha.ve‘.

sent it either in eaFesr<er=jest.

At the same time, Lima, O, au-
‘thorities disclosed that records of
the Black i ?
sion li.dica

that the orpanization

-
)
-
o
=
=
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5
=

and were desighated,

a5 “Red " in parts of Indiana,
+|and “The ck Brigade” in-West
i virginia,© 4 - - 57 e L

. From Fort Wayne eame i.fomne

Jtion that an organizatior. thers, bed
.| Heved to ‘be closely connected wiih
TheBlask Legion” was called

g )

at appearedy™ " |

ed on one note by

us names in the dif-
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U.S. Considers
Joiriing Inquiry

Cummings, to Confer

with G-Man Hoover

- L
LA (Frow the Free Prets Burcan) 8

WASHINGTON, May 27--Attor-
ncr General Homer 3. Cummings
will reach a decialon within 24
hours on  sendin G-men into
Michigan to Invulfgnle the Blck
Legion, hls"offlce announced hers
‘tonight. ,

A telegram was recelved from
iProsecutor Duncan C. McCrea, of
1Wayne County, asklng that agents
{of the Federal Bureau of Investl.
igation be sent into the state. Cum-
jmings will confer tomorrow with
J. Kdgar Hoover, director of the
FBI, and announce his declslon as
to whether Federal matters arc in-
volved.

Before he recelved the telegram,
Cummings announced that he ﬁad
been tollcwlniethe investigation of
the Black Jlon through the
newspaperg, and that as far as he
could seo no Federal dJaw waa in-
volved, .

Eep. Clare E. Hoffman, of Alle-
gan, today mads public & letter in
which he was threatened with
doath beceuse of his opposition to
the Townsend movemeant in Mich!-
gan. The letter was signed “K.
K. K" and was forwarded from

Benton Harbor. The envelope In

-

L IR IR

-
which it wan Torwarde® envried the
letterhrad of the “Twin Clty Keno-
vating* Co, P. O, Box 401, Berton
Hnrbor, Mich." Acvoss the letters
hond way acribbed the words “out
of buslness"  The ostoflice Pes

partiment will attempt to trucqil the |

sgpder, -

{foffmian hns afeo received an
abugive letter from a man elpning
hlmaelf “John Anderson, Aurcra,
N The Representutive was not
inclined to take the threate seri-
ously, assert!ing that Be had
rocelved nunierous abusive letkers
since he denounced the Townsend
Plan. He couid sce no connection
between thia letter and the Black
Laglon,

bost of the contente of the lot-
ter malled from Henton Harbor
were urprintable, and the same
l%pllod. to the letter from Ilinois.
The Bento® Harbor letter apoke
of a reernt meeting at which Hoff-
man had beenr “condemned as a
traitor and not fl{ to represent a
dog housap."

New  evidence that the Black
Legion |s ho new organization In
Michigan was Indicuted by g state-
ment from Rep. George A, Dondero,
of Roval Oali, who represents the
Heventecnth Dlstrict, Dondero said
that in 3032 and aegnin In the 1034
elections it had been Intimated that
he could wing easily If he would
join the “Bullet Club' & sald
the finvitations were always ex-
tended in & “kidding wap," and
that he did not think much about
themy unfil the disclosures follow-
ing the Poole murder.

As far 8a could be learned today,
no other Michigan Congressman
han heon threatencd or asked to
Join the Ieglon.

y
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MEMORANDUM FOR Mi:. EDWARDS ¢

: This is to advise that therc were received toduy in the | ..eecen. e r——
- Identification Division, fingerprint cards from the Michigan State ... ...:
\) Police, Jackson, Michigan, on the following individuals: '
0

Claxenc;>¥rnest, their #J-5326

Glen‘Ernest, (no number given)

ALY ,gon, their #J-5327

ngsﬂ\\ nest, their #J-5328

On the reverse éidemp£ tﬁ% fingerprint card on Ray C.
Frnest, there is the following notation: oL
. "This man is Brigadier General of
O Black Legion®

The date of the arrest of these individuwls is indiceted
as May 26, 1936, end the charge is given as kidnaping and felonious
assault. The ecriminal specialty on all is noted as "Black Legion",
All of the above-mentioned fingerprint cards were searched through
the files of this Bureau without effecti%g en identification.

L e P

Resyectfully,

Sy~

H. A, Martin,

| RECORDED él- 74 / 3—1/«2—
INDEXED e

JUN 27933 | .
a0 s B Y
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Hooded Leglon "Found

s HaieUpiofong
ﬂnned From Puo One)

Fafh Charles ‘E.’Coughhn s orlg-
inal Shrine of the;Little Flower. ofi
March 17, waslon the st of.unex- |
plained” ﬂres,;hihinveuﬂgators arg |
checking ‘for '’ posgiblé: oonnecw
with Black Legion ‘terrorism.’

** wany, Angles:To Pro
F“That ‘ig Justione of:a pumbe!
of angleu of our investigation,” , Mce
Crea’ said, ¥“Royal Oak'(the. site
ofuthe Shrine)’ isﬂt ‘of our juris-
diction, butAf we uncover any new
evidence {tiwill b “tw.'ned vyer
authoﬂﬁes‘:‘there. ey 4
¥ There were rumors ja Royal Osk
that investlgatlon o the exploslon

ofra“bla bomb In* thp

o

ghlin? sald {
heard‘mothing of renewed investis
gation off thekshrine- fireforthe | Ny
bombmg an
N inytpossiblé¥tornecti A
them and B ack I‘egion activities™?
»ﬁEmnger, o' appealed\ to j ﬂ:e
l'tn Adrlan, l:h,..
summer “fo tgw‘r Jease” of*
1¥m wenpons
black obes'bearing the Black
; ndfeross’ bone‘insig-
Ay "'ld he knew hothing . ‘about
trolt or. * elsewhere
%.h gion,and declar-’
el 'organization deplorep anyt
of that netu ) "
"'Ihé questloning of Lupp iollow
“dls Emest'rhomeJ of
a’letter ﬂgned wart Lapp, 13‘ q"
In’whle‘ Ernest was asked ;¥

ﬂl‘e "along ;' with *your Ik
b8 TS wm' nbt‘muybe

P ahead promoting the best

how &‘

: .. e

HOODE LEGION

nef

‘ Recru g*’ Agent’ ¥Di
closes Exutence_ _0 - 2

i i pouueal
g thrdugh -terrorlsm,” w ’33 3,
_1oday, ‘Prosecuto!?’l)unn:mqh ;osi
iCrea announced, Ve £l ey

y sty recrultin
Vblack-robed orgé

today that t
Legmn has more “thant l}!l 30501300
members, and that it wil} g6 rlght

America nd;mm&%%::;f

fortunateSat

rom’ olumbug%
hetore's leglsletivaiop

- testlﬂéd that' hermw

guatdgs Yary,
char, dd
assnulgt %h " '{“
*mimqm e, Prote

anse :shjd :
eeniyoutin Lme;
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: PHONE. ffNDIANAPOLIS TIMES ISSUE MAY TUENTYEIGHTH CARRIES STORY
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THA;/NOTES PURPORTINGZIO BE«FROM BLACK; LEGIONVWERE FOUND LAST NIGHT‘

PR 2 Y +
~ ,r*'h v v .
S ',_-__s

’jIN INDIANAPOLIS AND UERE BEING INVESTIGATED BY US DEPARTMENT OF JUTICE

R A i

AGENTS AT+ THE REQUEST OF . DETROIT AUTHORITIES.. STORY QUOTES DUNGAN IHEE

;I!ﬁﬁACCREA WAYNE COUNTY MICHIGAN PROSECUTOR, AS* SAYING IN‘PART QUOTE

M -
Ty e
LI

o1 '-'].;,.:-

£
‘THE INDIANAPOLIS NOTES SOUND AUTHENTIC TO ME, AND p AM ASKING

o :,».- "
~ c- A

-

‘ - C
3}#'DEPARTMENT OF JUSTIE AGENTS ASSIGNED TO ME BY ATTORNEY GENERAL HOMER

fCUMMINGSl_FOR THIS INVESTIGATION, TO IMMEDIATELY PROBE_THE INDIANAQ

EPOLIS ANGLE UNQUOTE. THIS OFFICE HAS NOT INVESTIGATED AND Is. Norﬁxﬂég
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JOHN ‘EDGAR MOOVER ~
. I'nlnlc-rou L ) .
. -

. "EAT:CDW Federal Bureau of Infrestigation
H. 3. Bepariment of Justice
Butiogi, 3.6

. T L P — Ty
May 25, 1936.

Time — 10:25 A.N.

MENORANDUM FOR THE SERERSE - '
Re: Ckaggck_pegigng matter.
S i

-

I telaphoned SAC Reinecke at the Detroit Office with reference to
the publicity which hes come out about the Federal authorities offering
every cooperation in connection with the sbove matter in that vicinity. ‘,
Mr. Reinecke said that this is absolutely all wrong; that he has not . %
offered any cooperation to enyone in this situation. He said that he has
been called by the papers on two or three occasions wanting to know if the
Bureau was in on the case, to which he replied that since there are mo
facts to date indicating a Federal vioclation within the investigative juris-
diction of the Bureau, no investigation by the Bureau is beilng conducted.
However, he said that the newspapers may have just put that in as a result
of the identification by the Identification Division of the Buresu of the '
fingerprints of the murdered man. Mr. Reinscke said that the papers are
trying to bring the Burcau into the investigation of this matter out therer .
for news value, and, realizing this, he has wvery carefully handled every
inquiry in order to mske sure there would be no basig in fact or from
innuendo which would indicate the Bureau is participating in the investigation,.
As a matter of fact, Mr. Reinecke sald that the local authoritles have not
requested the assistance of the Detroit Office in this matter, and have not
contacted that office elthsr officially or unofficially sbout the case.

Mr. Reinecke said that so far as he can see at this time, there
is not even a scintilla of evidence developed to date indicating aFedersal
violation of eny kind. The victim of the murder,Poole, wes found on-the
outskirte of the city, and the murderers were arrested in the city itself,
thus eliminating the unlawful flight possibility. He sald that from the
newspapers, he understands a man died in Jackson, Michigan, some time ago ,
and his wife is now claiming that shortly before his death, he was taken out
an beaten by an organization such ss the Black Legion, and that he died as
~iggnengepogilt-of this beating. The death certificate shows his death to be from
another cause. There is no Federal angle for consideration in this situastion
elther. The victim was beaten on the outskirts of the the besters ..
apparently are still in the city itself. Hovever, in he Jackson angle, R
Mr. Relnecke said the paperggtgﬂ?cate a couple of prisdh guards were membefs
—emne O tHE organizntion, and th HiBfilthem has been susgpnded by.reason. of his

& it l"
membership. INDEXED La‘ . 7 5 S IT ~ L

RN |
e

Mr. Reinecke said that Poole, the instant vietim, was found shot

on the outskirts of Dearborn, Michigan. Through the :L\dventificagon qr his ‘:
. HLF !

NG B el afe,

v . ST




o Memo for the Dirsgber.-.. . =2z, ’ ; 5/25/36,

X
fingerprints by the Identification Division of the Bureau, it was found that
he was origirally from down in Kentucky. A check among his friends and
acquaintances by the police out tiere resulted in several arrests, and the
police obtained confessions from five or six who stated that they were mem-
bera of this Black Legion. These people admitted, according to the papers,
that they killed Poole for the reason that they had received a complaint at
one of their meetings that Poole was mistreating his wife. Thizs was the -
sterting point of uncovering this Black Legion, a group of men who organized
to promote Protestantism and Anti-Communism, etc. There were found among
the personal effects of the men arrested some black robes which had been A
used by them. While there are c¢laims running around to the effect that -
the organization is national in scope and has officers like the Army,
Mr. Reinecke has no idea end has no way of knowing the extent or number
of membprs of thls orgsnization.

Mr. Relnecke sald that the people who are in custody and who have .
admitted killing Poole are people who have migrated into Michigan from ,
Tennasase and Kentucky -- George W. Barrett type. He sald that they are .
just a bunch of low-type hill billies who have come out of the mountains
of Kentucky and Tennessee and have obtained employment in the industrial : .
enterprises in the vicinity of Dearborn, and it is easy to see hmr they
would kill with impunity just on the violation of a woman.

Mr. Reinecke is doing absolutely nothing on this latter and will
not do anything uniless apecifically advised by the Bureau. .

.t
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B Hranciscan Monastery PRSI
: PATERSON, NEW JERSE

Mﬁ;”ﬂigsfno Retreat day 29 v g™

. Mr

P : . Warwick, New York. oo M:
. . S : "
Hoover: N 7 . - " me

. ' ' When I returned from Paterson last Weunesday evening 1 f§1
in my nall a copy of your address before the Boys' Clubs of America in ﬁh
Yy 8Oth. It is very good and I have glad to have 1t, I.also h é
deliver that' address over the radio, ‘ - o N

I believe that your Bureau is taking the right stand in the matter of iy
lgating the unholy activities of the ack' Legion. Those who are howling. f:
the intervention of the F. B, I. should EHicw that you cannot interfere.unt
‘there 1s evidence:that Federal laws have bcen violated, No doubt’ such laws
been violated but’when it is clear that such is the case 1 am confident th:

_ RISt | 3:985‘; | A P
T ' _ﬁLJnéu :‘_ | | J'.Siggg*ﬁglly' MT?.ﬁijZL
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of the KKK, called at Atlagtawd®®™~ §

¢ Ollering his organization's assistance

inves.of the

Black Legion. Was informed Lu d

“the Bliskwbepion under investigation. L i
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) Wataud thet his information was in the nature
of theories 8 the result of his knowledge of secret organi-

JUN

o { Fee i T

’ Mreolier anLLl
- ﬁ Mr. Tolman . ..
_ - L LN v M- Rrncbnon (.
gﬂchzral Burean of Infestigation | oo e
H. 3, Depariment of Justice e o | TR e
e CrlTiy
501 Hesalsy Building f Bir. Biwdeds ...
o . Al80tE, Georgia pre can e
o Mr. Foxworth !.‘......
Mr. ITarbe aauee.....
ol Mr,
Mr.
May 29, 193
Director : J
Federal Bureau of Investigation ’
Washington, D. C.
Dear Sir: o N
/ o
Dmf thetl(u Klux Klen, ;
who resides at A ’" gid, called at this office about Noon

today, after having bee'n referred to this office by United States

Attorney Lawrence S. Camp.

e s T
1
%

in the inveatigation of theoBlack Legion.. I informe in

keeping with instructions previously received from Mr. Tamm O -]

Bureau, that this Bureau did not have under investigation the Black LI
Legion and was receiving no information regarding the activities of

that organization. I informed him that in the event he had eny in-

formation which he desired to furnish to interested officiels, 1it’

would be proper for him to direct his information to the Vetroit,

Michigan local authorities.

mhen ke arrived at the office, indicated he
might have some 3in n.which would be of value to the Goiiiment

Eaf ofF

zations and organizers of euch associlations. He stated he had called

at the office to advise that the Ku Klux Klan i{s ready and willing to

aid the vovernment to jts fullest extent in any investigation which may
be conducted. He stated this Byreau should feel perfectly free to examine
the books of his organtzation or interview any of the officials of that
organization at any time, : :

given his visit at

ctiimeene - Towe:-Ho €dvised thet inasmuch as t Government itself -
was not intereated lack Legion, he would carry the L
matter no further. requested that no publicity T be s
o . -

co6 and his ori'e:j of cooperatidn.

o ————— e ime e—tbm e m - ———

SR ) sy Very trul

& . . b T/ :
INDEXED FLDLEAL DI R 7 i i Tt -i 6@ .

JUH 1 446 . . R. E. CONROY

Special Agent in Charge
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/FROM: DIVISIO” DIVISION #2
L -
1936.

. TO:
_/(irector Files Section .

than =~ - e ersonnel Files

Mr. Tolson ____Cnief Clerk's Office
Mr.. Quinn ___Identification Division
Mr. Edwards Technical Labvoratory -
Mr. Clegg Division Three
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- Eanbat I JICL . I B
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SUPERVISORS . Rr. Net©.an
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|

|

y Mr. Chambers Mr. McIntire | Baweirs
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Mr, Lester ... ..
__ Miss Gandy ____See Me Mr. QUinD..omneneen
____WMrs., Fisher ___ Bend File Mr. Schilder......... '
Mise Gallavan Call me regardimgrdbis ...
Miss Conlon ____Correct Lir. TOacy -.....-
Mr. Ward ' ___Re-write Miss Gandy..........
Typiats _____Re date ToremmonEmemommesmmemmt
M Note and Retugn -

Search, serialize and route
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T Indianapolis, Indiana : : CETOn g e
i May 29, 1936 r. B\ Y
]‘ln-m;l & 7 . V . | ‘ir Joanh .--._....:

S ﬂ . g

. : L] '. . P . A W -rr——
_) Mr, hoten
- - Mr. Tolaen 8. 27

peoeral Burean of Inuestigaawn 7 | rpe
. Chiof O\ k.__
U, &, Bepartment of Justice ::rf" F

~ 506 Fletcher Trust Building

Director. - | ' : _ o AU
Federal Bureau of Investigation, ! : Nr. pfttidor e
Washington, D. C. ‘ ,“ .mm'/.f

Dear Sir: Bisa Geady _........

Attached hereto you will find a newa.item atmgg;d{m in the
lChicago Herald and Examiner, issue of May 28, 1936, over a South
Bend, Indiana, date line of May 27, 1936 having to do with the Black_
Legion_ and 1ts activitiea in Starke County, Michigan, .’ You will note
therein that in the opening lines of the iftem it states that informa-
tion pertaining to the spread of the organizetion in Northern Indians
was laid before a representative of the Department of. J’usticn hers. .

{South Bend} on May 27, 1936. _ é / ? i g’
T = “.
Specinl Agent J. E R%‘éyi‘ ‘Ea%%‘ti‘& at South Bend, Indiana L BBy

a resident agent working under this office, 1nrorms me concorning tho"" HoALLE

dine /

metter as follows, o L AUN ,936 il I*}.j[j O P
On the egvening of May 2'? 1936, William Diedrich Chief of Detéc |r{
tives of the% P

the latter's residence qnd stated that a men was|{in his office and Sgi
wanted to speak to a Bureau Agent relative to thé "Black Legion". ... J.T.
activities in this section. The chief requested that Agent Jones go
to the Police Station and talk with the above individual, Agent Jones
diplomatically declined the invitation and advised Chief Diedrich that
Agent had no authority $o check into the matter or to talk to anyone
concerning the same; that such an investigation must be firat ordered
by headquarters; that it was thought advisable not even to go to the
yolice station and discuss the matter because of the dangers of false
newspaper publicity. Acecordingly, Agent Jones did not go to the police
station and 41id not disocuss the matter with anyone,

outh Bend Police Department telephIned Agent Jones at

e

4 “weme~<On the morning of May 28, 1936 while at the Police Department

on other matters, Chief Diedrich ecalled Agent Jopes' atte O an b

Indiena and was to the effect that a *"Starke County man Bad discuased

T —ys Black Legion activities with a Department of Justice jrepresenta-

(o

| L

tive at South Bend."™ This information is false in svery
Chief Diedrich explained that newspaper reporters wers preasent after

] . ("}\ he, the Chief, discussed instant matter with the "Starke County man™;

——
/"';\._.._.

()‘/

T | L ., %\“ - o




that he, Chief Diedrich, said nothing to them about tegpphoning
Agent Jones and specifically requested the reporters ndg to even
mention the faoct that a Starke County Man had called at olice
Department to give information on Black Legion activities; that in
spite of his, the Chief's, request, the attached article appeared in
the Chicago paper. -—

Agent Jones is aware of none of the informetion offered by the
Starke County individual and knows nothing of instant matter except
that set out above and that whiech appeared in the attached newspaper
clipping:. Agent Jones examined both South Bend newspspers on May
28, 1936 for similar articles but apparently none appeared therein,

Very truly yours,

JOHN A, DOWD,
Special Agent in Charge.

1 Encloaure

W
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‘{hounce his membership,

Indiaua’s Robed Riders-—-

.-'._).

FEARFUL

‘LEGION’

[ RECRUIT TALKS

’Smrke Gowzty Memb er’s .
tory’ ‘Laid Before G“M‘m i

‘r\'

Fia oy

’ BOUTH :BEND Mpy 27r—1nror-
mation pertaining to the spread in
northern Indiana of, the notorious
Black Legion, ose criminsl’
activities in Michigah resulted In
a natlonwide ' Investigation, was

laid before represen

ariment ol Justice here
WUEJ'.\.
~The " information was volun-
teered to Assistant Chief of Po-
lice William Diedrich by a busi-
ness man of Btarke County.
" The iInformant was sald to be a
member of the. black legion who

did not. realize its criminal pro-
clivities ' and - fears DOY ‘to re-

qgly large ‘fmember-
4n - the eglon in ‘northern
es, of the: state:ls maid. to

xander Campbell, gssistant

| United States district nttorney.

stationed here, szid this af
| tha

nnthing ‘pertaining to
Black Legion’s activities had beeh
ttention.: . Prose«

K] t‘,. ,\‘

cutor George L. Rulison of 8t
Joseph County amd his Mishawaka,
deputy, Paul 8. Brya.nt, made
similar statements.

However, it was reported that
8 branch of the United Brethren
of America, said to be connected
with the legion, 15 active in Mish-
awaka, where its members meet
secretly in private homes. The
United Brethren of America 15 not
the officlal title of the Black
Legion but the latter organiza-
tion uses t.hnt titie In lome of its
lterature,

Chief of Police James L. Guy of
Mishawaka sald that the Misha-
waka organization is dpparently
peaceful. - It. was reported active
politically about two years ago.

One of the strange features of
the Black Legion organization in
Indiana, Diedrich was told, is that
it I8 now, at least, not requiring
payment of dues from its recruits.
It is believed this has- Induced

ny men, -Unaw e o=
ganization’s, true purpoae of bate,

S

t0 join, , JA
;_-h:ﬂbﬁ-

Tow oriship OfflClaIS";j
i | Ordeal DeSénbed to ShErJ
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Cult s Armed ]ury Slts'g
on Crescent Throm} 2
* Threatens” Two

- With- Dea_th:_‘%‘-_-%

HAMMOND, May ‘27, :
proximately 250 members of the
Black Legion in Hammond were §
scheduled to meet at midnight, . .
it ‘was ‘learned, to decide.
whether the unit should be dis-.
banded in the face of llt:\relop-“I
ments in Detroit. .
* It was learned authoruahvelyq
{hat the Hammond branch has
been in existence since last Sep-*
tember. The local clan met fory *
a while in a downtown c¢Jub-

-room and later m an o me
bhlidlng K i‘
o§ \

FORT WAYNE. May 27—Kid-
naping of a former township of-
ficial and his chief deputy were
revealed tonight by Bheritf George
W. Gillie gs authorities pushed
their Investigation into the mece
tivities of the Mpystic’ Order of
Black Snakes, hooded tult, which
the sheriff believes u m asenev
of the Biack Legion, "= '

The sheriff  did not reveal the

names of th 8, adding
that he ca tangibla -
enough on fyhich to iesue warrants
for arrest the abductors.

officials, Gillie said,'
g along Calhoun st.®
n.rmed men m'dered.,

olded, the t.wn:
re taken on a Jong, deviou ride,

fipally being led into & eirdle of -

Jominous, n
1h ooded.’ ﬂeur

111 said,

FIvIppeey
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T,ADDRESSED BY LEABEF—

According to -the story told the
sherifBY™NY two officials, twelve’
hooded men with pistols sat upon
& crescent throne,” surreunded by
& slient circle of flgures clad
in black, unrevealing robes.

The hooded leader of the cult,
the victims told the gheriff, then
addressed them, stating that the
' : cult had obtalned information : .

. : that the officials were contem-. :
plating the discharge of two of
its - members, who were in the; .
township officials’ empioy.

Should they carry out their
plajgs, the hooded figure warned,:
the ofﬁclals would again be kid-'

. nafjed and heaten with a viclous'
. rblagksnake whip—which lay on
- {th# ground before them. ' - "

The leader added that “worse' !
consequences” might follow. 'I‘his
the two victims Interpreted § P

E

threat of death, \\ 4 .
1WPA WORKER'S STORY,
The township officials an his \
" deputy then were taken b to -

! . the spot where they’ ha.d been;

. abducted and released. 3 ,

& _ : A Works Progress Administra- .

tion worker today also told the ’
sherlff how "he had been duped -

intd .becoming & member of the

cult, but that he had never at-

tended a meeting. He said that -

coworkers had recemiy—advised ‘
himin_atiepd meetings regularly . }

“or suffer the. ponsequences.”

LU —Buy Amerteam—
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' - Puresa 18w tl.u violaticns of amina '
'.-\todnnl. laws -exn viu ot the ‘abeenge ‘of ;sny indication that

&l N ﬂuﬂuu ‘of ‘the "Black hglm" <are §a violation of any
}‘uuoh Federal 1n, 8o uot:.an ie pcins-uhn by thi.l Bnnau L

Anveatigationd’ by v
m, *tmhtoﬂ :gpecial”, Mbcgt

2Abis BuFesh ard Goumicted ¢ et iy
Ahoreos i Al ‘appumt ..tor‘&hh position must be between the '~

oages. af tweanty-Live and- thi.rtr—d‘ivo youre and wust show by
. _".hppuuuon ithat’ ‘bhey are- graduates from aooredited 1“
hld tuo yoars of prnuml eomraraisl
tes from | 4pd, agocunting uhnolo. .
13 t.vo yoors nf’ praou ) "axperience atid .
! nptblo nr?mutym on"the’ -ituna etendias an expert fa
l&nounti.ng uttm, or. tnvutmtorl baving had exteusive -
XD N r’fum Eﬂ? sriience. ’ Ioasauch as you i.ndl.nt-
L8 I 'i oo fears, it lpp.u" ﬂut 7oumnot
ti.on of Gmm utn’h SR
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_Mr. John Edgar Hoover, Director

Federal Bureau of.Investigation .
.U. S. Department of Justice
Washington, D. C. : :

Dear Sir-

"4 I do not know whether or not the Federal pureau o
Investigation will interest itself in the purported investigation
of the secret soclety, known as thelnBlack Legion”, but the fact

that I am an applicant for a position as Special Agent makes me-
vitally interested in the continuved success of your organization

T S e g - N S R PR Nl Vaa W an V ames Vet W S i w w wr R Rl Rl W DViAea SIA ¥ om Ve g

and I am writing now to give you what little information I have,
about what I believe, might ,eoncern this so called secret society., .

3

In order that I might acquire some experjence as an
investigator I applied for a position to Mr., F. N Burns of the' -
Burns Deteotive Agency here in Tulsa, I worked for him several
‘Saturdays befor® he approached me on the subject of entering a
secret society, which had for its purpose (according to Mr. Burns)
things similar to the secret society already mentioned. Hoping
that I might learn something of this soclety I kept an appointment,
made for me, by Mr. Burns with two men in the Bliss Hotel. I ‘spent

~an hour with them but obtained very little information. They wanted

me to promote this society in Tulsa, but refused to tell me the name
of it, or the names of 1ts offlcers. I refused to joln, and shortly
after thia; Mr. Burns asked me o return my'ingentification_oard.

*This is not. being written with the ention to promote
my own interest with your Bureau, neither 18 1t because Mr, Burns
asked for the return of my card. I would have written beforcthis

l‘-‘- -I-LA 4-
il

except for the fact that I did not think the Federal Bureau of

'

vestigation would have jurisdiction, however it looks now as
though 1t will have. - . .

I sinceraly hope that if the Federal B_ eau of Investiga-;_
‘tion is interested in this investigation that ~be-of—-some

_""""11 help- By : amoonnmn&mnmxmb QLE,,:Z.&—’ ‘? 3

. 0 - Sincerely and Respectfully yburéAT
R | qg-wlm.
e B ETY L

JUNTTS B8R
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o2 - Specind 10 The News i
.{ BELLAIRE, O—~*"Gereral”, Billy

Shepard is a nervous, active little
a{man with a jet black pompadour |

snd squinting eyes. | 8 :

To the 8.000 residents of this Ohio pe expelled I
ay | river town he is Xnown as “Doctor | g ‘ . S That was}'
es, | Billy, and for 15 years he has been | . ; : . . ] Sylvester V.\
ai. { heaith commissioner of Beilaire at : TN sentative - of |
px= |8 salary of 325 s‘month. - Coughlin, to
) - They Xnow "Doctor Billy” as 2l , | Raymond 1.3
foiner, & jovial drug store orator ERRP Y ‘. 11 jtes and Tow:
and a man who likes to be a bit - S | third party €
: mysteﬂ?us at’ times, but, withal,{ . ‘ ) ., state ‘and ¢od
‘{ a sharmliess fellow who can absorb ! ~ tor
14 ot of kidding. ) Be'd Run for

uf Wiltiam Shepard, commander- - Jai rsys wa
It-chief of the Black Legion in f*‘“ i} W
| Amnerica, is & title which draws littie _ “Eei' "? 3
more then mock solemuity or open|. %"“1“ Ny
| guffaws from  the ‘sophisticated { Yesterday At
members.of *theRound. . Table run for ROVE)
Luncheon ciub, which meets reg- sponwred
wiarly in the rear of Dankworth's { Favistiprndih

rug store. T -| ments. STV R

{ ] M TRARY mer

1 Union who't

-""{behall of "af
| except, candit

iRy

.'.l;

dmiis Foonding Legion

a
t ! Upon such a man are the eyes of | -{ membership
\ ! the nation and many paris of the | _ { will* b’ Exp
e orid centered today, for “Doc”{ : : o, :in a ‘statemd
\ epard has become an Internation- | § = - : “Any stat
. i |al fgure as the founder and leader the. Natichal -
y, | of the Black Legion, ‘ o ing any &c
5| He admits readily enough that he | county ov;§
. pe|conceived the ides of the Black g is wholly {
;”3i- | Legion when 'he was thrown out “|1n violatény
.7 #7100t the Ku Klux Kian 11 years ago of the ogar
.1 because  he formed his own “Black Congrefue
Gufard” by coloring the white hoods |’ wrhe bo!
| otshis‘followers with Jamp, black. . Nation Y
4 K}anu Jealous so]eiytl 3‘ o
- Grand Dragon James A. Cole- men. N6} - dy
. fcolt- was jealous of ihe Black|: pertigte. ¢
. Guards’ popularity,} i the way | dpolit) ¢
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_ ~ Hon. Bigar Hoover,
4 Uepartment of Justioe,
Ngﬂhinofnh D.C.-

AL miisy Virasy FEME . _ . \ 1
o Dear Hone Sir;

- With regret we read of the aotlvlties of the "BLACK CIAN" in
Kichigan snd other States and localities. Their leader cleims .
6,000,000 NMembers, all determined to overthrow the constitutéd
Yy authority of this Country. 1t is & disgrace to our governuent '
and shows that we are lax in our dealings with persons or-
organizations whioh are operated for personsl galn and nroflt. ¢

detrlmentlal to the welfare of our uountry.

Your G-Men have shown the vountry the way. They have shown the
good people that they can have FAITH ln you and your orgasnlzetlion.

You will be doing your Country and ite Citizens a great deed by
§ smashing this "BLACK CIAN" wide open and exposing thelr sctitivitie
g prosecuting the gullty and the leaders and dis«arming these
o Violous men, whose principal alm and purpose 18 to turn our Countrj
N ;§~ into an ermed fighting camp, pinning various factions and rellgioue
i . groups egalnst each other for no reason whatsoever. The murderous ’
: - BLACK CLAFR should be exposed and actlion should be the worde

(%ong 1ife to you Hon. Sdgar Hoover and your G-MEN2 I beg you to
ove forwerd into this situatlon end show these olitlaws of our
Jountry'that THIS IS A FREE COUNTRY run by constituted authorities
under the Flag of Justice to All. Any and all that oppose our (
 pmmssmonderful form our government should be exiled or deported or
" placed in Jails or marked ln such_menner 8o that the Public may Cc.
know with whom they are dealling.(Anyone would

'

- your wonderful organlzation is_the only organipation that can run b
. these BIACK CILAN rattle snakes out intoTthe op§n where self
respecting oitlzena mey meet the situstion as hey see 1t . &2

e " 2 mOORDED & INDEXED e
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"Dept. Of Justice

. & CoL, Grand f.ﬁ; s uich., o,

N C Mwy 25 1936

Washihgton D.C.

Gentlenen-. e
Hava ‘iunt hasrd that your de

thePBlack Legion in Micgigan. :

For your information I wish to propose ane;uhoﬁ I consider un
jdeal type [for this sort of «n orgenizstion .

He is a manrber of the Anrerican Legion and the Elke ; «nd as you .
no doubi know , ithe lster have established & fund of one rillion dollars H
to keep &brest of the radicdl novement in this couniry. He is also &
rerber of the Corrunist party here . he used to be & high pressure
salesman and is now conducting & one ran dentul &nd nedicsl service
bu:.sne 8, Hg rakeés but litile ronay but wulways cun dig up n1ﬁnn+v ta
buy liquor for the purposes flndlng out thlnga about people wh;ch
appe&r unirportant. Hae waes one of & group of Arericen bggioncers thst
kidnapped and bewt up & number of the comrades of ur. Stwlin , in this
caty on Aug. 1 st. 1931. He put the rope sround the neck of & one arred
chap &nd flogged the poeteriers or another whor they had tied sstrudnle
of & barrel. He is %ell read and ‘& good ctalker.:He-has been all over -
and. is F'f:nexual . —~—

hig neme &nd address is

Crescenz I?f:ﬁtfrith '
251 'Union St. S.E.
- Grend Rgpida '

XCL/CZ - -Buisnéss adress
W,L 6/7 Y4 34 Forter Block.

m—f:s::f

Would like to #dd that thex Stalin‘s boys &nd girle o not know
thet their Co-rade Srith wes & ravber of the flogginf bee. I have just

f tkaxyxx the legioneers ~
seen sore plcturea of the affalr, taken by one o

showmg hie-festpres quiseti p.ul;l.ru.y -J.Ung with rost of the others. T"‘“‘_‘ﬂ‘-
ung W.P.A.

pictures &re now in the praitianxmfxxx  pose sion o .
photog &, her vho is trying to sell them botk to Sr enyone elee.
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Withip an hour after the
convention ‘of the Socidl
voted down the Tighty
guard”:forces from New
seated the leftist delegati
Norman Thomas, the "o
announced today it woul
s new party, i

- The “old guard” deleg
the convention for a con
itz headquariers with rig
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JOHN EDGAN HOOVEN . ﬂ : 4
SIRECTOR "\.) \_) ~ Mr -r.m_‘(
gavscow - Jemeral Bureau of Inbestigmuen.._ }\ e Daslonas ..
. S, Brpartrieni of Justice / Mr, ClogH oo,
. { e cofey o ]
Baslington, B. €. o S N
way 28, 10%6. " |

..........

. Time — 10:20 AM. S B
3 , . : ‘ ’ : M. Quinn, ... ......

. T E T e— My, Bchiider.........

- - MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR My, Tamm ...........

K’ : 0 Mr, Tracey .ocoereenn.

,/2, - Ret “Black Legion. Miss Qundy...........

—— T

P L

Assistant Attorney Gener&l JBckson telephoned me
end said this morning & lawyer friend of hie in New York City
telephoned and said that he had some informstion to offer re-
1ative to the above matter, and if the Federal Government ls
going to enter the case, he wanted to furnish it to us, but if
only the State authorities were to investigate the case, he would
want to furnish the information to thenm. N

;’f.'mﬂ .

I advised Mr. Jackson that in the ebsence of any
indication of & Federsl violation in this matter, the Bureau is. -
conducting no investigation whatsoever. C€onsequently, the Buresu
would not be interested in the information which his friend in

Naw York has to offer.

Respectfully,
" / £
E. A. TAMM. '
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