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UNDWELOPED LEADS: '

TEE DETROIT OFFICE at DETROI’I‘, MIGHIGAN, ‘
. . Oity ‘Hall | "$#%&>man by the nsme of Lupps is known $here, ,
determine, if possible, what connections he has which wo enable khim

to purchase fireamms for distribution to the members of the Black Legion.

THE CLEVELAND OFFICE at O, will in w Joe
Fho may be located through eitbe

a8 to- any 1nromation concaming the Blac eglon.

. P,".' 1:,, : . . ‘.
] Sl *‘,, ’ "Will 1nterview William Murphy on or- about November 1 1935,-,. )
: aftar the city election at Lima. ‘Ohio, as’to wha't if any, 1nformation ha
; - may have concerning the Black Legion,
;
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’ Pemon FoR - - | REPORT MADE BY

9 ICH MA672 o
13-10/2,1 N. B. MAN

14/35

_&— £ e -
"BATE WHEN MADE

10/16/35 -

CHARACTER OF CASE

e — LISCELLAN.CUS ~ CCNFIDTINTIAL

é‘$-,Y"'<:vl’sls oF 'FAlt_:fs; e S ' - S EA
: - Cn 8/28/35, Justice of the Peace, '

Adrian, Michigen, dismissed case R
in which Michigen State Policae o

errasted three members of Black \IA};\. é
Legion on charges of cerrying con- Y
. cealed weapons; hcld thet lLlichigan . - . ?b-
e State Folice exceeded their authority ;% 4
T ‘in searching the defendent's auto- , U'}E I ;;
' R mobile., Inguiries at Detroit City ' . . k&
R Hell fajled to reveal pecsson by = A
z: the name of ColonelTupps. BN
N ﬂ Bm 2
<) N
g LTINS N
R. U, C. QEET:\\", ,
X s B ST e : e SRt B wy
E#EEFERENCE\ " Report of Special Agent, N. E. Manson, - EEE-’: no Ty
FIN T Detroit, Michigen, dated 8/31/35. i g a=i-B -
; Report of Special Agent Gene H. Henry, fk = ‘3 7 "n

New York City, donted 9/11/35.
Report of Special Agent E. H. Williams,
Cleveland, Ohio, dated 10/1/35. 3

DETAYLS: : AT LETI0IT, MICHICAN.

: - At the Standard Hardware and Auto Supply :Company,
f"{ o 1361 Gratiot, Agent was inforimed by the menager that this concern
A had no connection with the Standard Broilhers Hardware Corpeoration;
that tpii .letter concern had gone out of bugsiness several years ego.
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: ' t the Deiroit City iHall, Aoent intcr
following perscns, who have a wide BCHWaiUthUL with perasens naking
contacts at the City Hall:

—— ———

' Puliceman Andrew Miller and Policeman Jack winer.- . g

At the Record Bureau, Jumps ‘Stockwell, formerly
“in the layorts office,

A Ray Nester in the Department of Fublic Works Office.

Colonel Lupps.

None of these persons over hcard of

L‘;’“ . m;-zmr MICHIGAN.

L '5"*,"_" e e _ : . R
jfﬁﬁ - i ' Mr.. Lawrence J. Hemmond, issisteant County ProsecutOL,-f] [
%fﬁ'?‘”" was interviewed relative to disposition of trial of AndrewViartin, Jr.,

Roy L.nHepner, and Elsworth sigfhinabery, who nre held on cherges of
carrying concealed venpons. Bammend stuted thnt this cane was

. disinissed by Justice of the Peace, rFranklin ‘(us-el, on August 28, 1935;

;',' that Judse tussel hrld that the searclh wan illerszl; that the ¢1chigan

State Police exceeded their guthority in scarching thelr sutomobile, as
~magﬂﬂtﬁn_there was not probable cause, since the original informstion had been: e
Rt LY ‘obtained by the Michigan State Police some five weeka previous, in which . , 77"
%“‘33”"“ a similar mreting was held by the Black Legion; that the reeting in which °

these three defendants were arrested cnd segrched was at a later time.

o niv R

_ﬁl: The defendants were represented bty an attorney,
o Harry Merx, Union Guardien Building, Detroit, and were also interceded

*
£
%
a

Ea by n person whogse nome }r. Heimmond ~ould not recall.
ividual was from Lima, Ohlo, and he described hin as

N - and that he hed i.formed Mir., Hemmond thnt he vas one
v officers of the Rlack Legion from the Liwa dis.rict.
case Tor the defendants, stating that the ¢uns found

had not been intended to violate the law, and did not,

exclusively as part of their ritual.
e TS

Mr. Hermond further stntad that

This letter ind-
being very stout

of the highest

He rlesded the

in thelr possession
but were used

the whole affair
has since yuleted down end that there have Loen ne furthe 3
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" CLEVELAND OHIO

DATE WHEN MADE ' PERIOD FOR 'REPORT MADE BY
| WHICH MADE -

12/12/35 | 12/9/35 | E. E. WILLIAMS

L LY. 0 — - CHARACTER OF CASE
.. YBLACK -LEGICN . A
o ONTGRT- RIDERS R L DU MISCELLANEOUS ‘- CENFIBENTIAL |-
-:-OBULLET CLUB T IS 'E:“-""C“:, s P u _;i'_‘-. & ,,,
e e I I‘ "
ff"-'l{\. -‘_SYNOFSIS OF FACTS: _ \ Mr, William{"l-.-:urphy, Lima, Ohio, has no informaetion
‘“ o ‘\‘: \ of velue, lie desired to contact an Agent of the U.
’ ; T . S. Dept. of Justice at election time for political i
‘ "N % . purposes. He advises that WardfTeylor, Chief of )
b ot} JFPolice, Lima, 0., told him that he was a member of = . .. ’ ot
. b ﬁ‘\ the Black Leglon. Inlormation indicates that Joe - o i
-% . Louts, Lima, 0., 1s at present a member. An good stand- o A
gy T i’: “ing with ‘the Legion. S s .f‘. T d 47
] RS | LY Cos Coeee .'.-,(.'Ld",‘ "-..."4‘-1 & _.‘ e
%g%i‘ -®- . 3 >
&) Ii_é"f o i} Report of Special Agent E. L. n‘llll&ms, Cleveland, ne J
£ E;‘ RN Ohio, dated 10/1/35. E" 4o
v a bl P BN - . E B . et FERPUSN r .
rgBBOWE L L »;;;@:A;'; I s e aes ~ e P
4 . ‘1:63 K . M e . . el . ._m,-rf
: AT LINA, OHIO N
A-,_;‘; ]
Y Agent contacte_ who e
\t. - advised that he did not have any other information concerning the ac- i
w\ : tivities of the Black Legion than that which he has already furnished. i
NS He accompanied Agent to interview Mr, William [ urphy, 712 S. Main St.
;'1 who was a candidate for iMayor of Lima in the lest election,
Q Mr, Muprphy stated to Apent that if he had come' around
2{' ' about election time that the Department of Justice could have done him
" some good by exposing the Black Legion. le steted that he knew nothing
Kl “*ﬁ;‘nmﬁm Black Legion except what he had picked up by hearsay. It
’h developed that about all he had heard was what had been told him by
kel ERTR e
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m ¥r. Murphy did state |
tard Taylor, of Police of Lima, on the.
asked Taylor point blenk during a conversation if he was

“" " legionaire. According to Kr. Iurphy, Teylor admitted th
member, : P

reet and hed
Bleck

Por an interview con-

In an effort to 1veste Joe Louls

™ Wnile talking -

L"rs. Sghh‘} ¥t 2150 advised thaet Mrs. Louis is a member of the Women's
Auxilidry of the Black Legion. Under these umstances it was not
deemed advisable to interview Louis. IMr,i#d F was unable to furnish
any additional information es to the recent activities of the Legion.

-«'P E N'D I'N G -

P . Dol +
S B B - e i
o,

¥

t last Tune

d with | orge Sc ieid,” £, Tarkel DUoawuy
m', who was also a former Lebionaire and who has been inter~
‘viewed, he sdvised that Louis is a member in good stending in the Legion. .




Degr Sir:‘

The Bureau file in the above entitled case
) 1ndlcates that thls case is not receLV1ng prompt 1nvest1ga—

. rnhis matter'should be placed in 11ne for early .
1nvest1gat1ve attention and you should submit a report to -4
the Bureau at the earliest possible date.

Very truly yours,

John Edgar Hodvér,
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Specisl Agont in Chargs,
cl‘mud’ Ohio.

_-\oa». -— .

,,,m " pacK Lratan; mmmm;
TR BULLER oLgBp o
S \:n vr:h*'rnmms W

o+ Raference .ts nado o0 Burosu letier daved Junuary 22, o
© 70 1936, in which your oxfice was requasted to institute a re-. o
VM wlew of 1te files for the purposc of eetiing cut such upmprl-' : v =-

RSNy ,ctc Jeads as alght bring. mtmt oase 10 & cancluam at tho s
,', s J'w ‘\mm't Nﬂmh “t“ * e "'. _.' g = n..:‘ - : ) ' t . ,_ . vsl L_w
PRTS i Carree s e - L ‘r v,!‘aﬁw

mﬁmuhmu th:st, thismttermmtn-

Feo celved proper attentlion by your office, IYou nre, therefore,

o requestod to give same imnediste attention and subnit a report
not leter than Earch 25, 1936,
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. Bpbelal Agent in Cherge, -
"Claveland, Obioy i -t 7

Res BLACK LEGIONj
HIGHT RIDERS}
BULLET CLUB.
MISCELLANEOUS - COHPIDEHTIALs _ .

» ' 'Dear BLre R | FREE
advice of the Bureau na

R
T 1936, in which you requeat the
S 1o the desirability of interviewing Burt Effinger and bis

son Guy, who sre offlcers of tho above numed orgsnization,

relative to iis purposes end mpemberahlp, no that it may be

definitely determined whother eny szployess of the Depart-
.« ment of Justice are connected therewith, = . o - ) N
< " After & eareful comsideration of the facts ~' T db 7 Q.
developed by the investigation to dats, the Buresu de- SERNY SRR
sires that Effinger and his son be interviewed at thls g

tixe in order that instant investigetion may be brought
ik / to & logical conclusion &t an ecrly date,

. !

S .

RUET Yory truly yours, =
M

3 w0l Tohm Edgar Hoover,
AT VL - DPirestor.
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dederal Bureaw of Infestigiuinit

i s, gﬂnp:n'h'ucuf of Fustice

1448 Stendard Bullding
Cleveland, Ohio

- March 7, 1936.

Director,
Faderal Bureau of Investigat ion,

Washington, D, C.
T““"T’“T 1l S o § ]

Dear Sir: RE: CBLACK LEcIon; 2D ETR t'-]fxt:}?.sh |
ONIGHT RIDERS; PuVTTLUURIIING Lo
CBULLET CLUB, SLIP(Z) CF -f' e 'ﬁ"f‘/s'.'”-
MISCELLANEGUS ~ CONEIIRNTEAL 17 0 et e
&)/?:

In connection with the investigation conducted by the Cleveland
office in this matter, it appears that pesat investigation has developed
congiderable facts concerning the organization, including the names of the
various persons appearing to be its directing heads, It also appears that
the organization is primarily political in nature and that the allegations
that employees of the Department of Justice belong to the organization is
InUI'BJ.y =% U.I.U..I.J. ubtﬂl on BLI.I': purb U.l. buu uuuu U.L laﬂ.(:! J.d::g.l.uu JJ.I. J-l.l.mi:l, one
Burt‘Erfinger, in order to impreas members of the organization with ite
strength and position.

Acoordingly, the Cleveland office ie of the opinion that it

. might be appropriate at this time to interview Burt Effinger and his son,

Guy, who is slso an officer of the organization, relestive to the organiza-

tion and its purposes, having in mind making s demend that the membership OK
list of the organization be produced so that it might be exmamined for the \
names of any Department of Justice employees, and also s0o that the officers i
could be requested to name the members who are employees of the Department. 2)\
Other investigatlion does not appear to be particularly pertinent.

It is, therefore, requested that the Pureau advise as to whether ?/:'-{/3
it approves the procedure suggesated herein, or whether it desires that
further investigation be conducted along other linas, and that the officers &<

of the organization not be approached. / .
’_7 “ T e 2 l

vidu

p Yery truly yours,
P 1 Nnne
Ml"\

lduu T : -
MIEJB teignil | ,\-—~..__ i ° -5,{.
5‘. FP. MacF ) . \ ) ,_\'r
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0- 7[ I . [ | . , 1](\ -
oN_G-> 0 ._____‘ ;
5 D[QJ‘J T x4 _f.}(ﬂlﬂ_‘

[ SR

w-.*"%f...’-*-w - ‘tﬁw‘a

VL~ P .
i . - - S S *
o~ W s %U
: »:.l(‘f":;%- e ™ ‘Mn.u! ?mﬂ .ﬂ' ﬂ.a- ’»

‘-.”.'v



BT 4 -

O "D 3

"~ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

_Cleveland, Ohio "' IR No. 62-3 “
-.. | DATEWHEN MADE .,..| PERIOD FOR . .REPORT MADK WY, e D .
WHICH MADE
3/7/36 2/21/36 B. M. EJB
= —

T TLE B . O CHARACTER OF CASE .
. D Brack 1ecIon; “NIGHT RIDERS; BULLET CLUB. |
——— o MISCELLANTOUS = -CONFIDENEIAT

*‘ Mg i .
Fh Sl Blea g St . !

'»l |

O

Iﬁromant—.\nable ‘to furnish any -«
further information of value. Is more than

1. evar convinced now that orgenization is purely l B
R | political. ~T ol
“\_._“:'_, '. e Q 1 E\ 4
Al - P~ é N
,fig‘?l%w LR F o * ¥ T \% 1\ B

3] - . N
* ‘:i_sfﬁfﬁfﬁc‘;m‘_ .. Report of Special Agent E. H.» 'u'%’illi-as, Cleveland, .. H.-’\,J-\S ot

fetw s el 0 Ohio, dated 12/12/35; . letter from the Bureau . i N e
-.;';‘.‘ el e g .:r S ey - v . datedl/zz/za. s R R . gé \( R
. Coa T Ty Y

P DETAILS;) AT LIMA, OHIO : o o gw

15 f '3\ Interview waa had M“n ;'5‘.,_ _
Tl T Wy . Street, who nished consideradble informatlion o R
e "E" . this case. H;Jrnishnd information all of which,”however, =~ . i
ey b ;' appears to Pe a!ready incorporated in the file. In this com- L. % 1|
*,_ \ ﬁ : nection he reiterated that the Legion has as members the Chief

o ;?I W of Police of Lima, as well as the Chief of Detectives, Ross

wlEng Landfair, as well as other detectives and patrolmen; that

| & f_‘ ol Mayor Metheany of Lima is elso a member, alihough it eppears .
“’ - r ;" i ’} that he received a private initiation. stated further

;‘ Eﬂ st that his last information was that there are approximately

- E:‘: oON 3,400 members of the Legion in Allen County, including the

f" by b ‘4 o i members in the c¢city of Lima, In this connection it might be

g;‘ oy stated that the population of Allen County, together with the

; = =] - population of the oity of Lima amounts to approximately 60,000

N R .porsons,
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wap unable to edvise as to whether ther
oxlestence any list containing the nemes of =11 of the Bla¥k N
Legion members. '

a

; . advised further that he has not heard in the past
) _ﬁ'aeveral months of any acts of violence on the part of the Legion .- - .
#°7 _tYoward individusls in that vicinity., He further stated that he * . o

- . feels quite certain that the Legion is primarily a polttical or- T
ganization and that by using the method that it doces ir its ini-
tiation and organization it 1s better able to control absolutely
the votes of its members.

o In sccordance with suggestion contained in reference
" letter from the Bureau, the Cleveleand office will take appropriate
" '+ .steps to conclude the inveatigation in this case. . :

gt

UNDEVELOPED LEADS

The CLEVELAND OFFICE at Lima, Ohio, will continue in-

. vestigetion in this cass.
‘.... ) L : . ) \ o ‘ . - ,“? - -"PENDIPG - “r . o - :‘.‘::—,
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AP ur:aamuwa FOR ¥R, JOUEPH B, KLENAN, o . rei

'Re:'”Black Legion} Hight ﬁidcra;
Bullet Club; iiscel.luneous -
Confidential,

I sz trazeaitting herewith a copy of the repurt &
' of Speatal Agent Ny E. Haason, dotnd at Clevelaad, Unlo, . {
CApril 14, 1938, whioh comoletes Lue invectigstion which Las i
- besn sonducted by this Burean pureuant to the memorandum Lo
fron Mr, WMilliam Sta.ley, tas thnu Aaaisbant to the Attorney :

General, dated April 15, 1955.

. Your attextion 1s L.vited to the faet tn.t Lhe

‘ purpose for which this ‘nvestigriiosn was conticied v to
apcaria.n whelher any employeas of llhe Jepariseub of Justice

ware mexbers of these organizations, Iuacinuch ma all ke
;aneatig&blvv eetion to dete has fuiled to discloze auy fucta
;indicating that vhis situation existe, no further investigati .
will be conducted by this Bursau in the abeence of & a;scific
ro\uost from you,

‘_.'\_-‘ .

X

BT 4

Very truly yours,

rfﬂ'l‘g!-;o:: P
iz, Banphman......
fafl ClegK aenn.nn.
‘P AR o

sohn Edgnr hoover,
Direcisr,

_Eaclomure k11d4964

T3 pown i t
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¥orm No. 1’ . ‘:. : :

#THISGAS!ORIGINATEL‘)AT CIEVEI.AN‘E‘. QHIO ~ah
_ . T ;AT! WHEN MADE | PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY
* - WHICH MADE -
-« CIEVELAND, OHIO 4-14-36 4=B8-36 N. E, -
‘f)smcx LEGION;%IGHT RIDERS; CHARACTER OF CASE
LuB n MISCELIANEOUS - -GONFSDERRIAI-
. ‘Review of the file made. In interview S ‘

with BurtjEffinger, Lime, Ohio, 4-8-36

he denies leadership activities in

Black legion, claiming he never was a

member of the secret order, Admits he

is member offKu Klux Klen, but does not .

‘know of’ any Department of Justice’ agents
. who belong to either organization; also‘-
j~denias having possession of map showing - o
 secret fortifications of the United States, r i 47

APFRCTRTIATE AGENOIZE
ARD FI:Uh OFFICES

ADVI Y T TRIUTING g
T.Affhv-"” . SLIP(S) CF_ 4 ‘gt
Lo 0 CDATE. [
Bureau 1ettera dated January 28nd and

Mareh 14th, 1936.

o |
'?%?f‘ DETATLS: This file has been reviewad, The paramount investi=-
@ gatlon in this case has been an attempt to ascertain
authentic information alleged to have been made by
. "Ma jor General” Burt Effinger, of Lima, Ohio, who is said to be .the local
) leader of the secret order, known as the Black Legion. On various occa- -
|- . sions in 1934 and the early part of 1935 Effinger is alleged to have said
7). to several Lima residents that sixty two members of the Department of
W "‘c":-"““’"". DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SP. . St T
/472951 2 a1 7198
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Justice are members of his secret orgenization. The complpinants also

- reported that a nr)’sxzepara of Bellaire, Ohic, is the head™>wfthe

Black legion in the U, 8., that the son of Burt Effinger, Guy?ﬁrfinger,

is Lieutenant Colonel and that the entire organization is of a revolu-

¥y sriary character. The original complaint was made inFebruary 1935 to

_'Post Urrice Inapector ;r. F Gordrey in Lima, Ohio. .
{

-----

f --~<3Mr. Cordrey stated later that ha subsequently had occasion to call' =
upon Burt Effinger.at -his hamne, the result of which was a lett~r mailed - . - *
by Burt Effinger to Nr. Cordrey, which contained the names of six persons
who were thought to be closely connected with Communistic sctivities.
gl Two of these individuals could not be identified or located and the other
ﬁ#ﬁi'f four have been interviewed many times, end it has been difficult to under-
A8+ stand why these ere the same persons who made or through whom the original |
“**-complaint was made to Mr. Cordrey. 'These persons tell practically the _
.~ same story in that they were former members of the Black Legion ‘and were -.i:
.’told that the order was to.be-a patriotic one and particularly to be-
“+»" mgainst Communism and all-other- iamaj that later it grew to be distinctly
revolutionary in thet the heads of the organization were ettempting to
use it to gain control of various government sgencies, taking the law in-
to their own hands by resorting to fi‘rearms and bombings; that Burt
Effinger said sixty or seventy members of the lepartment of Justice were
- members of the Black Legion and that he had in the basement of his home
Z--s large map showing the secret fortifications of the United States, which
m_ﬂ,Jd hnd beenuobtainnd rram the U..S Debartmsnt of Justice. _j«» IR E
' Inveetigation revealed that Dr. Shepard was considered by the
local reeidents of Bellaire, Ohio, &8 "a big wind jemmer™ end his epparsnt
rash statements as being hammless, Othsr than scaring away a gynsy camp
with loud bombs nothing was learned ebout the doctor being affiliated 4
with the Black lLeglon, although it was learned that he had been active "
with the XKu Klux Klan some years ago,

The complaints as made by the Lima, Ohio, residents were also
made in the summer of 1935 by several citizena of Adrien, Michigan,
except that the headquarters of the legion were at Detroit, Michigan.
The Michigan State Police arrested three membera of the Detroit Black
weon Auguat 19, 1935, after one of their out-door ceremonial meet-
" ings held neer Ogden, Michlgen, The police found concealed wea ons...;--
bleck gowns or shrouds, together with skull caps in their '

!gggx"ﬂ'“lsed by them, becausa of ‘thaeir beving teken a secret oatl to thia TR
: 'Q;er erfect.”»Inrormation was obtained from them, however, that v




oy T e

‘renew-
al of their faith 1n ‘the United States Govermment and to uphold the
principles embodied io the Constitution of the U, S. lLater investiga-
N in this area disclosed that no Turther meetings were held and no _
. further complaints were made, No prosecution was brought against these . ' usi:
%;hrae mambers, the matter being dropped by the local authoritiea. f&}"’ﬁf“ -
“.° " ""This'reporting agent interviewsd Burt Effinger at his home, 1114
Harrison Avenue, Lima, Ohio, on April 8, 1936, He informed agent he has
resided in Lima, Ohlo, for many years; fhnf he was born in West Virginia B
and is an elggtrician by trade‘ that 1n the past he has been active in

American}Fedaration of Labor circles, but that on sccount of his be-~
" 11 }5, in wiich he termed himself a constructive radical, in contrest to _
i a destructive radical, he was puahed out and finally even lost his jJob, - 7 .-
;%ggﬂ:‘¢but was toid that the latter was. duo to his ultra-conservative policies, R

G : Burt Effinger denied to agent that he was a member of the Black
K Legion but did say he was a member of the Ku Klux XKlan, He steated that
; this country is swiftly and more or less secretly being overcome by
Communism; that Communiam is a destructive theory of government, builda
up nothing and that tkirough its influence the homes of the citizens of

i R this country are being undermined end broken down until threre is no ..

pird .ruspect for the law; that the politicians and the law enforcemsnt agencies’

WA through graft, parole and political power have failed to cope with the wide L
..';*t?* spreading crime wave that“is prevalent over the country, Therefore, Effin- ~
‘ﬁ%ﬁ,.f ger said quoting the lest clause in the second amendment of the Constitu-

&g . tion of the United States - "the right of the people to keep and bear ams
#= ° shall not be infringed®, it is sometimes right end necessary, in his ;
P opinion, for the patriotic citizens of this ¢cuntry to teke the law into P

oo their own hands and to cope with situations that the local lew enforcers

P have failed to handle, Effinger talked at great length rambling from one

subjJect to another, but he continually stressed the fact that he loved the
U. S. and the republic for which it stands; that the Constitution must be
upheld at all costs, and that there are enough red-blooded Americans try-

.-y'ﬁi ing to wake up the dorment citizens and politiclans to realize 1that Rus-
AR sian Communism was making great inroads in the United States. .
..-HHIII!!p%m AR e T "’

Since Effinger denied thet he was & member of the Black le ion and T
8l 80 informed agent that he never attended any meetinge of acy Legion 5_>ﬁ
but had only heard of the Order, he was asked to whom egenf might .go to - -~
obtein inrozmation regarding the Order, He stated that he gould'refer ;--¥ﬁhﬂwa“s

%0 1o one. . -He was questioned gquite closely regard:i the’ heari‘g ;-@aﬁ
of the three members of the Bleck Legion who were arrested: ar.Adria , - - et e
Vichigan, at which time en official from the Black Legion ¢ a -
to intercede for them, but his neme was not preserved in the records by ~-

the locsl authorities,
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he knew about
stated that.
heir or-

Efrinper stated that he was not ‘the men and that
the case was what he obtained from the newspapers., He aga
“he never participated in their meatings nor is he familisr
ganization.

o - Agent then informed Effingér~that his name had been complained of

hwﬁfii';in that he was generally.known to havB5%e leader in the Black Legion . _ .
f"l'ﬁ""‘ 5 and was nakvd to account for this,.. He replied that hs is kncwn as & . - . .
LQ%;:;? .radical, but that he wished to convey to agent that this term be" under_.Ji N

'5:_5 .9tood in the right light as a constructive radical and that any person

who sattempts to do anything will be criticized; that, therefore, his

name was probably turned in by the local communists whom he termed as

- dirty rats, He was then asked as to the rumors of bombing the post office,

T movies and roadhouses, to which he replied that these are the things

e that the cormuniste want to do; that when and if these things should ocecur

BiLr- - ang the law fails to curb such activities, it is then time for the patri- L

¥ e o otic citizann to teke the necesgsary steps that will prevent such ﬁen+w|\n_ i

S ,«xtion.4qErringer admitted that he had heard runors of such contemplated -
g;;u' activities, whereupon he was again questioned as to the name of the person’  ~
T whom agent might interview in order to obtain definite information. He

;ﬁ stated that he believed that 1t was one of the communists by the name

T of Armstrong, but he could furnish no addreas for him, ({(Armstrong was one

of the nasmea turned in by Effinger to Mr, Cordrey, but was never identi=-

e fied)., Effinger then made the bold statement that if any such bombings B
.Hﬁ; ~ or destruction did teke place the situstion would be well taken care of TR
i’?a*a* ~.by‘the time that the Department of Justice would get to know about it. Rt ;
iy "Agent asked if this would be taken care of in behalr of the Fu Klux Klan -

o 77 or the Black Legion or just what orgsnization, to which he replied that

% "only by the Red~blooded Amerijecan Patriotic citizens of this community".

Effinger was thern interrogated as to how many Department of Jus- £
tice agents belonged to any such organizations as the Black Legion, Ku &
Klux Klan or any other secret order that he knew of, His answer was
that he did not know any Department of Justice agents and, therefore, he
} does not think any agents belong; that about two Jears ago Agent Dick-

C R stein came to his house and questioned him along the ssme lines that
' the writer was doing. (This would be prior to the inauguration of the
vy Cleveland fteld office and prior to the complaint made in this casze),

tlona -~ ;irj

i~ replied that he 1s not and never® was in possesaion of sugh e mep and fur-
thermors, stated that if he heard of anyone having such a mfip he wowld R S
T report it at once to the®U. S. officials as the very posses§ion of such a ' &
map is a . penitentiary orrense. : L_-._,_, -

g
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Inquiry was made concerning her son, Guy.

At this point Mra.'Effinger came into the room, a
that they were members of the Ku Kiux Klen but not of the’

she stated
Legion,

She replied that Guy has

een at home for years, except for a rhort while last year; that
" he has a good record with the Grand "Repids, Michigan, Telephone Com-
133pany, where ha worked for six years; that last year he was home .for

@ while when he was out of work; that_he, is now working as an euginear.'

for the W P A out of Zanesville, Ohio, Both Mr. and Mrs. Effinger’.

denied that their son ever belonged to the Black Legion or the Klan '
and, furthermore, when Guy was home he eriticized his father for be-

longing to the Klan.

Mrs, Effinger said Guy was a very conservative

boy, of good habits, never heving inhebited the pool rooms; was studious

and a Mason.

Mras, Effinger appeared to be of refined and quiet man-

ners while Mr. Effinger was of the loud and braggert type of indivi-
They live in & bungalow in a guod section of town, togzther

dual,

>« with their married daughter:
.> 18 of a refined atmospherg, > '’

AR TR R R

_LuLiest

nnd n'rn'ndohi lﬂvn'n On.

tha whola, ths

hme

The following description of Burt Effinger was obtained by
observation:

Name -
Address -
.. Age’ f"?.'g,_ffﬁ
. "« Hedght - e
" Welght u?sfﬁ_.
Build -
Complexion -
Hair L -
Eyus . -

V. H. Effinger

‘ab
6|

he

out 60

avy

ruady
light grey-bald

bl

ua

s .

1200 1bs. ot

1114 Harrison Ave., Lima, 0.

-
L 3

Reporting agent made attempts to interview some of the former

- persons interviewed in this investigation in order to sscertain if

sny Black Legion meetings were held recently, bt was unsuccegsfyl.
Agent learned that informent
Main Street, had moved somewliere ou

ing addreas at this place,

e couniry an

WmetBlack Legion wore-started some four yeara ago and th
in this case relate to 1934 and the early part of 1935;
scace of additional complaints and no reports being recei

e no forwerd-

However, on February 21, 1936, when he was
‘lewed he stated that he hed no further infonnation.

Other persons

.aLy -

actual bombings or destruction of property, it is felt that the Black
Legion movement has resorted to a political issue and has now quieted

down.

It is also felt that an interview with Guy Effinger would not dis«

)
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interviewed in the latter part of 1935 had no asdditional 1nfonmation to

the eomplaints e
at in the ab-
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close who the alleged Department of Justice employes mig
are supposed to belong to the Black Legion. However, a copy of this

report is being sent to the Cincinnati field office in the event
able“to interview Guy Effinger in

t

ET at the Bureau deems it edvis
g - ;v danesville, Ohio.. R R _ _ _ . ,
- ‘:';',‘_‘;"5';4?‘\:',"",{ ;.5;" v . ' S . . . . S , Cor _
% Mimia case, therefore, 1s being closed with the sanction of . = <177
“Special Agent in Charge J. P. MacFarland and further investigation
discontinued unless advised by the Bureau to the contrary.
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Cpentesag U0 May 29, 1936 e

m‘l HI H' Rﬂ’.nﬂm’

Federal Dureau of Investization, ’ .
U. S. Department of Justice, o Ty
911 Federal Building, cm — N Lo
ﬂ'troit, Hichignn. ST ‘ e e ST .
e S _w‘-\éﬂf».’1‘&>v"‘fﬁ*a"»??**f¥§§

. Dear Sir:

Confirming the telephonic inztructions Lasuued to your
office Ly Mr, Taum of the Bureau, it is desired thut ebeolutely
no investiation be conduoted into the activities of the Black '

‘.8 - Loglun in the abseace of specific authorization {rom the Director R
TP _,."_  of the Burenu., If any person desires to furnish & ropmaenta.uva -
R S # of your offics with iuformition concerning this ofgsuizstion, be - -
o 17T T " ghould Le informed thut the Buresu 1z not conducting any n;vuti--
gation into the activitios of the Black Leglon.

- O
3

If informntion ia furniuhad to your office which is
believed or alleped t> constitute a violation of a Federal Statute
sithin the Burcau's jurisdiction, no action should be taken there-
-+ _ upon by your office, other then to refer the facte immediataly to .
: +-- the Dureau for. trananitt-al to t.hc Dopartncnt tor appropriato eome . 7D
.7 yslderation. - o, T | :

T s a B

| Vary iruly yours,

Joln Eogur Hoover, ?
Direoctor.
JONS SECTION

T COMMUNICAT

MAILE:’

MAY 29 1936
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. Federal Bureav of Jnuestination 7
. &, Department of Justine

Poat Office Box 2118
Detroit « Michigsn

Mey 25, 1936
e . Sy = - -
Director
, Federal Bureau of Investigation ———
Detroit, Michigan o - 0 o3 i
L o RE: BLACK LEGION, NIGHT RIDERS, "BULLET CLUB

MISCILLANEOUS = Confidential

Dear Sir

- Referaence is made to the telephone conversation between
this writer and ior, E. A. Tamm con May 331/1936, in reference to recont publicity
in the Detroit newspapers regarding the Blggghygg;qg,Society.

N Since the above conversationmttormy,
Detroit, Michigan, c¢aelled at this office, and in en interview &tate t he
)

J*f was initiated into this organization approximately in COctober of 1934. He
@ explained the ritual at the time he was initisted and part of the ceremony,
including the cath of office, &8s set forth in report of Special Agent C. E.
Smith, Cleveland, Ohio, dated May 24, 1935, which was read to him (its source
was not expleined) and he immediately identified the ceth of office and the
various rituals as being the same aa that which he took.

It, therefore, appears that the investigation which
was conducted previocusly, in which Cleveland was the office of origin, concerns
the same organizstion which is presently receiving the publicity in Detroit.

At the time this writer spcke to Mr. Temm he was not

; familiar with the oit file on this matter, and as this was bafore the
interview with Mr, as above stated, this Informztion was not given to

. Mr, Temz by phons.

The Letrolt office ia not conductling any investigation
into this matter in Detroit, Michigen, as apperently there is no Federsl
~ wioletion involved.

It might be mentioned in closing that before M:.F
would give the ebove information, he wes promised that his pame would not be

used in connection therewith and it is, therefore, suggested that his neme be

not mentiored in connection with this matter. T N e s e e
Ry TS RECOLDED & INDLXED / i’ P S -~ ¢/

LR W

H< H. Reinecke -
L~ Special Agent in Charge

JUiv & 1938
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NATHAN J.¥IEKNELL. M.D.

10808 WEBTYT CHICAGO AVENUE

DETROIT




D ¢ 61-T398-25 -

- . Detroit, Michigen. —

' _,,-

-EFEs ERG X :
. Juma 3, 1926,

Dr, B. J. Bicknell,
10508 Wert Chicego Avcrue,

I vigh to ackrmledm racciot of your letier
detod Mey 25, 1936, roquent.ir&' thet this Prreeu take
sppropriate aotion relntive to the terroristic sctivitles
- of the Blaek Leglon, by resson of the fect that local

. guthorities are allegedly eo implicated thal thedr 1rw\:3-(';1-‘
puunwinbtmmlad;rmumingtmm

For your information, the jurlsdictlion of the
FTederal Puresu of Investigation is restricted to investis
geting violetion of specific Federal lews and to collecting
evidence in casog in which the Unit:d Btutes i or ma;r be
a party in interest. In view of the sbaynce of any
-indication that thre nctiﬂt!es of the membore of the -
,mw: Logfop are in violation of any suck Federal law, X
regret this Bureau 1# vithout avthority %o take action i

the ‘prminoa.

Yonr Cavorable egmionts a3 o the mork of this
Bureseu are graatly appreciated.

——J ory truly yours,
SECTUN

,uwuwmuw

maILED i'* F‘l"f‘“—' L
JUN -2 1936  foun Edgar Hoover,

e i s i, Director,
o . [ .
fepeeny Bubiay UF INVEETIGAY ON,

U S PERsRIMENT OF JUSH CE
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Vieoo oo e 13, 1936
-7 h T 7 qimer 4115 Pt

: 0
PR _ . REt Charles A, Pooles
SRR taleshonsd Chief of Detectives H. ¥, Plel
#1-7 gt Detrolt and stated that in answer to his wire IR -
our records revealed through fingerprint identl~" o o e
ficutlon thet the pal in question 1o Cherles As 7 ’ o
Poole; that the rocord indicatses he was arrested
tn Decexber 17, 1726 at Dodge City, Kensas, chorged
 with vayrancy &l saich tizo he gave his rosidence
a8 21 RBorth Fourteenth Streetl, Fast St. Louis and
_his birthplece 83 ferrensbury, Kentacky. 1 &180 : _
' 7 furnisaed Chief Piel with ihe dascription us 1n- o S e

3,  dicated on our records. : TR
: . Yery truly yours, ' ' S §

John Edgar Huover,

. Director.
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et
. BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION DEPT OF JUSTICE
;;BLAIRCMOODY WASHINGTON CORRESPONDENT/DETROIT NEWS !
‘ PRINTS AND PHOTO MAN MURDERED HERE

W4REPHOTO OF FINGER
;UIRE ME IHMEDIATELY 1F YOU ARE ABLE TO IDENTIFY _ 3 235,;
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KINDLY . 0

. - -“. -A-.l? ..
- 1397 Ak
C: - 7 J I AR T
RKOORURD ‘ R ‘g .
& NPT QY AT B

| INDAXED N T T

.

O e -




r‘ii

"mz COMPANY 3 A ICIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS ”~ ING ¥TS SERVICE | Q-J-P 1.s

¥, — N MB ~\ ‘.—".
- fm oo E R N S o :
| - DL = Day Letter a B
“1-"This 15 a full- rate I NM = Night Measage - |

“£} Telegram or Cable-

b -E“:d unless (s de- ] ~NL = Night Letter i |27
z rred character is in- LG = Defe s -
> | dicated by a suitable B Deferred Cable £
'- nymbol above or pre- o NLT = Cable Night Letter - “E';
ey : : -
B r o

COMB CARLTON .G, \w [ ] Ship Radiogra. A
am wnn-: ' NEW . R “ p Rediogram ="t

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOAND FIRST VIg!

filing time shown in the date line on tefzgrama and day letters is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Time of reeelpt IsPANDARD TIME at pomt. of deltlnttinn. »:t*

aceived at 708 14th St., N. W. Washington, D. C. npr Fa)
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVIER ,f“ ‘ - Mr 1n e ¥
SInEcTOR i . ) Mr, Tteaet -
-7 . L Chimt (0,
. Bederal Buresu of Inbestigation Me Gine:
- . ) Mr, Coffe . L,
TDQ:RCL 3 3. Bepartment of Jrstice M, Bac
ﬂauhmghm, ?o ﬁ. . M. Egro e
4 Mr, Fooor~rt
- ‘ , &£ :::\ e T
: May 1, 1936. V4 0 ST e
R . - - oo
MEMORANDUM_FOR MR._TOLSON. . g“; Y
Mr. Suydam telephoned yesterday afternocon andj
v stated thet the body had been found of a gangster who had been ShO e rn
“ to death in the streefs of Detroit yesterday morning end th.t a

representative of thefDetrolt News had received a wire photograph

of the fingerprints ahd had turned them over to Mr. Suydsm requesting
that the records of the Identification Division be checked in an
effort to establish his identity.

ENET

Mr. Suydam stated that he had adviced the
representstive of the Detroit News that the facilities of the Buresu

;} could be made aveilible only to regularly eppointed law enforcement

r officlals end that 1f the Chief of Police ot Detroit telephoned the
« % Director, undoubtedly such information us was availlable would be

bl furnished. I immedistely sent the prints to Mr. Fdwerds in your

DN absence with the request that & search of the files be made and then

N

\&;2 o communicated with you advising you of Mr. Suydam's request. An
identification was made in this case and all identifying duta was
turned over to Mr. Tracy who informed me that the Director communicated

\§ with the police department at Detroit end adviced them of the identifica-
: tion.

Mr. Reinecke also telephoned yesterdsy sfternoon
concerninu thls same case and stated that the chief of detectives had ,
communicated with him advising that he had sent & telegr:im to the é
) Director requesting informestlion as {0 whether sn identiflication had
J been made. Mr. Reinecke was informed that upon the return of the
: Director to his office, he would undoubtedly communicete with the

Chi%f cf pGliCE at DetrCit 88 to thc i&lfu;ulht.;uu vbt&j.ned from ;e

Buresu's files.

Mr. Suydem endeesvored to reach me on two or three
Gasions by telephone._ However, I was out of the office. (

Respectfull

LY

y

- - ! i §. l;’r A ._...‘_l‘.
T. D. Quinn. . ' ;‘ i
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:? MEMORANDUM FOR ME. TAMN
. e
BE: Black Leglon at Detroit.
X o .g’t:olonel Gates talepboned nnd stated thht o
' e had ‘roceived several galls dnquiring if the.

"*Buruu had been asked toinvestigate the Bleck -
* ».Legion case. I stated that wae had not &nd that
the Buresu was not 1n the case.

Very truly yours, S

‘3 n'«“l"u'n . - '
5 '., R - . . R eoa T
-John Edgar Bootar. I T .
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JOMN EDGAR HOOVER L) ( :)
‘RDIRECTOR . %, /
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] Tee 250 vare e
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Firtho cecccons
BAT:RLG -~ ~m=mi=ws - - May 25, 1936. a -T:rﬂl S
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MFEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR

Frank Waldrop called and said there is a rumor
current among the newspaper people that evidently emanates
from a District Attorney in Michigan, to the effect that
the Bureau is going to initiate an investigation of the

(O Black Legion and wipe it out over night. ,

E. 4. Tamnm.

RIECORDED
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EAT 1 TMF ?/
-~ {fniy
G Mw m 25, 1936 e
% et

Mr. W, H. Moran,

Chief, Sceret Service Division,
Treasury Depr.rt.ment,
Knhingtm. . Co o s

: Confirming the information furnisbed to you by .
telephone today by Mr. Temm of this Bureeu, you ers cdvised
that the following telegrem was received toduy frou Flinmt,
¥ichigen, bearing the signuture of R, &, Roberts, City Editor .

'-of the Flint Journal, I‘li.nt., Hic‘xi,gum

i
]

—

R © *Confidential information frommnmber Black. ~ « .- h S E

S : Legiopn here says organistion {ntends Bara to - SR
! President Roosevelt - plannin, armed march oa : '
Yashington. Informant availabls. DBelleve 2,000
hero." . 5
This informstion is trsnsmitted to you for eny
N e L ,j.-attmtion doemed wpropriate. Sihs
ROTRPR * TR Sincerely yours, UL coe e ""{ZE

RDED

’M 50

| 'Ca/
XED -~-~—
John Edger mg FLAVISTIOAT U"¢

Director.
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Uiss Julia ¥. Daly,
5523 Puseo Street,
ansas City, Wesowl, T L
kS S T o . ‘ . ' 4 ;5 ‘:-:-,‘-'- . oA . . s C : ) B - :.. e ‘) ,
‘ w : x",g : ‘ . :
' . Dear Nodam

I wish to scknouledge receipt of your letter
Lt dated May 23, 1936, togetber with enclosol newspapeT
o "’5‘,‘._?&3‘4‘; S I cilippings, furnishing an _axpruaion of your views _
b a, curn. . o Telative to the crininal ect’vities on the paxt of < ...
38792050 7 the Black Loglon, and requasting tist 42 o
T e qyverBigation Yo couducted By tiis Puresu in vegard o - eng

Pl W

1@:’?’” *"" " therstos -

.f -'-“ : .

For your informstion, e jurisdiction of
restricted to

‘ the Pederal Buremu of Imvestigution is
{investigatirg viclatlons of moecific Federel lews. In
TR .+ the absunce of any indication thot the activities of

: K ., this organizstien are in violation of such & Fe'lexal . |
Sl o damy no ection oen be lakes by the Bureen 13 BT

CaT

ﬂh-‘._i'“ e
UL R I
e

R

,\ R . I nﬁprociat-c, however, Jour courtesy in . L
R . _ bringing this matter to my sttention. e o
- Very iruly yourm, _ i

Caa ‘
.

3.&

=¥

L I v T o Y Joln Edgar Hoover,
~ e T s Bl \ Director.
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. "BLACK LEGION" SLAYERS—(Wirephoto).

",

-

PR TR

-...

- e
PR

EXECUTIONERS, CHARGE POLICE—Tbhe four men whn confessed slaying Charles A. Poole, a young
worker. The men are members of a secrel organization termed the "Black Legion.”  Poogle WAS murc

"l police say, because he had beaten his wife, Mrs Foola denled she was mistranted by her husband. Fror
» " toTight are Divtim Dean, Harvey Davis, Urban Lipps and Irvin Lee,

‘ . TRAGIC ROBES—_Deteti VEs are shown“ wesring regaliy worn
. . Black Legion” glayers of Chfhries A, Pwie'._'.i’l"lrurma taken{ fro
men wre being examined by thie officers, .-

. _°_Cximined .

¥
— A ]
—_—
—
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CHILD OF KU KLUX KLAN

AUTHORITIES DELVE INTG MYS-
TERIES OF THE "BLACK LEMION,”

Sleliar, hut *a Higher Organiza-
thon." One of Fonr Wha Have
Adwmitied  Peiroit Bidnal
Killing EKxplnins,

5w the dxanciated Prozg )

Demorr, May 22—Duncan G, Me-
Crea, proseculor, sought lonight to
unravel the mysteriex of the “Black
Legion,” four members of which have
confessed, he sald, that they killed
Charles A. Pnole, 32.year-old WPA
worker, because he was accused pf
beating his wile. .

The men who McCrea snd Jobn I,
Navarre, police inspecior, sald hsad
admitted they were present when
Foole was shot to death st m rosd-
side the night of May 12, are Harvey
Davig, 38. & “colonel” in the fantastic
organizallon; Dryton Dean, 3: Irvin
Le¢ and Urban Lipps,

'McCrea said he would ask mueder
warrants tomorrow for them and for
George C. Johnson, Paul R. Edwards
rnd Edger Baldwin, who, he said,

also were present al,the slaying.
The prosecutor sald those seven

-|and nine othetr aileged members of

the organization held for slaying,

| Were tight-lipped sbout the detatls of

the “Black Leglon,” but from Lipps,
be said, came, some Information,
REPRISALS ARK FEARED.

Lippa, he said, although expressing
fear of anhhr?n olher members,
told him thel b “Black “Legton” is
"sgmelhiog - ke the Ku Kiux Klrn,

e g It Is » higher organization.”

teraiure found In the “Black
Leglon's® metting piace and in the
bomes of alleged members bore the

ptterd Hiatb O

Waslr

licito]

parti]
neoig
Braoi
g0
Bran
Tihu
way |
na,
Braa
Dioved




1 ke iG oL e - . -
 among themselves, the members relzr (i
...ilo the organi-ilion w8 the Black . Albug
") Legion.” S glwe

The Detroil News quoled Lipps ’ inal

e | SAying the hed of the prEanizativa”  “I¢
a "Ia ealled “mainr general” and that | pot ™
_ithe alher officers hold milltary Lities, of £l

"k down to corporsl. ! The
e “f pant Lthink what (he majos geN- . Capo
lerab' Jasl nam- is.” thr News quoted [ links

il Lipps, “but his first name ix Wilbur. Lo Lh
LAl The paceword is ‘stcrecy always.' and

"‘;J CUTGROWTH OF KLAN, ':'w :
[ul "' belong to the Jegion, you have -

e i lo have been N member of Lhe Ku e {

%1 | Klux Klan. The dues are 10 cenls & | ny

month.” | hoided
Inzpecior  Na¥uTe said some of the : ppal
{t{men told him the orgsnization had pay
T g | branches in olher ¢ities, but that they | Th
egn refused to name the cities from [eaTigion
2 of teprisals, Rnnd.
‘ ' | Literuture of the "Uniled Brother-  Cent
\ u3,. | hood™ enld the purpose of the order | One
' | was to “promote, protect and preserve i
! Prokestantism; Lo crente il guard i1 g,

f i ine wellare uf the Protestani people | Mex
'f socinlly as well as politicaliy.” Other | 1t
documenls found in Lbe meeling | gystd

S'*“ place Indicaled the order is anti- | Brow

) | Jewish, muti-Negro. and that iks pur- | berm:
-9£1 | poses include opposition to Commai- | {ro
a1 % |nism snd deiense of the Consiitution. | Pre
}L Navarre sald Dean conlessed he | Bra

dt 1lired two shols inio Poole's pbady,; Lthat | done
tLee had admitted firing at the vic-| M

; 3454 tim, and thet Davis had confessed he® City
\mirected the shiodting, while Lipps ad- | mitt
boaon3 ‘mitted he was'a witness, o

N ,’-\ JLAMES AELATIVES' COMPLAINTS, v

- e

1 *I planned the expedition oniv as ::
a whipping party.” McCreas quaied
Davis nx saving in & formal stale- | Mf.
e Ay ment Iollowing his confession. The
l..ln d“l; “party” was planned, Davis said, be- | A
W | smuse twn reiatives of Poole's wife
<@ UIC | had said be beat and kicked her. |
pow {st| 1 ahot him: I thought it was my |
11 |dob, according to our discussion,” Mc- |
r | Crea aaid Dean told him. ma
Sad; Davis and Dean are employees of no
L nd [the Detroit public lighting eommis- ‘
of |sion. Most of the others held are fae-
El]alfd tory workers. Davis came to Detroit an

wi

m | from Lexingion. Ky.. sixieen Years
f ago; Lipps from Pucatunns, Miss,
‘?ﬂb eighi¢en months ago. 1
od Navarre sakd thirty-four olher

" | members of the organization were be- -

!‘lng sought as having ntlended &
meeting of the "Wolverine Republican

o4 W
H d League” at which the abduction o©f
Poole was planned.

| fe Hesdguarters 0f the league. which
} | 1a not connected with the Republican
.| party, were raided today and & dozen | B
fivearms. & largé quentity of ammu- 1
nitjon, twa daggers, and seversl wack | col
| robes mnd hoods, bearing a skull AN |ty
b Insignia, were conliscaled. | A °
S N —

. . o~ |
(QD!' ATTEMPT. B

U.'Mnllf._c" ‘1N\||m. . rinns Wil : f
z nare Petlibons, I’°‘
|




‘- MURDER BY HOODED BAND

BLACK LEGION MAY HAVE COM-
MITTED SEVERAL SLAYINGS,

—

, Mbchipan Stale Toiice Iend Gets
Reporis Desths Were Made w
Appear Bubehil ea—Check
Missing Persona,

|
|

—_—

LBy the Atsocreted Press

LANSING, MICH., May 23.—Capt. 1. H.
Marmon of the state police today an.
hounced he had received an uncon-
firmed report that members of the
Black Legion, secret vigllante society,
had kilied seversl men and made
their deathy a, to be suicides.

Marmon said had sent two of-|
ficers to Jacl , Mich., to investi-
gate & report f informant whose
iname was not aliclosed that a terror.
jlat group had Killed s man there
| recently. . .

“There have been & number of

“We are ohecking the
of missing persons in Juckson and|-
'all unsclved murder cases and doubt-
’fu.l wicide capes”

| WIDE SPREAD OF TERROR.

]
IA(‘N\I“«.« of the “Miack Leglun™
Go s

‘ Dereorr, May 23 —Disclosures that

hooded nighi-riders of the *“Black
Legion™ have been terrorizing parts
of Michigan for & yesr, even Rttempt-
,Ing Lo seize control of one city gov-
| ernment, came today on the heels of
the arrest of sixieen of the Blark
' Legionnaires in connection with the
, murder of Charles A. Pooie here.

Roving band: of ihe night-reiders
*ho executed Poole, s former WPA
worker, on an apparently spurious
charge Poole beat his wife, atso were |
accused by Pollce Inspector John I,
lN-varre of conducting several “horse-
*hipping parties” here, while the
“Black Leglon™ itself divided the clty
up inte “rones”

“The murder also brought charges

[ the black-robed cult in Pontiac iried
! be-dominate the Ponti ity elections
| Tourteen months ang,‘_{hultened
; three . political candidatey there with
| death.” kidnaped _a—former member
|-of band, handecuffed him to a
“trée and threatened to kili him.

The Pontint charges were based
'on revelations-by Arthur P. Bogue,
| public prosecutor there at the titne
cof the kidnaping. It also was re-
icalled that cherge once were pub-
tlicly made that some members of
the “Black Legion" alse were offi~
cers of the Pontiac police depart-
| ment and tried to oust George Eck-
{ hardt, former pollce chief. The lat-
i ter was found not guilly of charges
;he sald were “trumped up” by the
secret  organizaiion, -

In Pontiac, sccording to ohe te-
| liable source, the “Black Legion™
boasts 2,000 members.

In Flint, sccording to tnformation
.given police here, there are abaut 2,100
;members, Including 8. member of -the
| ity government there. Other chap-
ters of the cu'* were believed active | o
‘in many other Michigan cities, One
man who was questioned by Police
Inspector Navarre here claimed the
“Black Legion” had 7 millicn mem.

! bers throughout the eountry.

- | Inspeclor Navarre said “the Bleck

1| Legion hay a far flung organization

. |in Detroil; they have the cty ai-

+ vided up Inte xones and each district

has It own orgenization; many of
|them are masking under the guise of
l‘mcm and political clubs.”

RAINL PENSIONS ARF
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER o g AN r. Baughman ......
;&*' , = Simecror O m O ' 'X} . / zm::(:li:k ..........
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. o+ Federal Bureau of JIntestigation o et
I S8, Brpariment of Jrstice - 1 Mr. Fdwards cee.....
Hashington, B. €. '

May 25, 1936
S e 'vﬂw T

T

EAT:THF

Mr. JoAeph . orrmmsme-
Mr, Belth o e see
Mr. Lonfof «comeanra.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR

Mr, Tracy - caw-
I have talked to Mr. Relnecks at'Detroit about tthBlac | PR Y. s —
Lo Legio&?murders appearing in the newspapers and told Mr. Reinecke fnat
Lt yout have observed newspaper dispatches and heard radio amnouncements....omo—o
e that the Federal authorities have offered full cooperztion in thi
| matter. Mr. Reinecke stated that he has not offered auy cooperation
to anyone e case and asa matter of fact, the police have not con-

o - tactad T PETFOIT Ufice. Mr. Reinecke said that he has had a numver "
L dT‘EEIIE‘TE3ﬁ"fH€'ﬁEﬁ§§apers asking whether the Bureau would enter the ¢
case, and has -informed the inguiring parties that the matter, in co far
a8 the facts are known to him, hove notf 1o date disclosed any Vinlatlnn
of & Fedsral Statute within the Buresu's jurisdiction.

It is not unlikely that statements concerning the cooperation
of Federal authorities emanates from the fact that the Bureau made &n
identification of the fingerprints sent in by wire photo of Poole, the
victim of & murder plot. You will recall that Poole is the individual
about whom you called the Detroit Police Department a week or more ago.

I asked Mr. Reinceke as to the general extent and nature of
the developments in this matter, and he stated that the police have made
four or five arrests of individuals who have admitted membership in an
orgaIIZELICH Fhoun &5 ’_E_Ee Black icgion. These people had in tReir~posses-
sion the regalia that has been pictured in the newspapers, and according
to Reinecke's information, one, at least of the persons arrested as
admitted that a number of the members of the Black Legion killed Poole,
becauss of a complaint that they had received, which indicated that Poole
was abusing his wife.

Fyii

The police have loarned that souwe months ago an individual died
at Jackson, Michigzan, presumably from diabetes. Within the last day or
so,however, his wife has come forward and claimed that he was taken from
his house one night and beaten by a crowd, presumsbly of the Black Legion.
It is reported that at least two Prison Guards of the State Penitentiary
ackson, Michizen are members of the Black Legion asnd Reinecke states -
that recent  information is that one of the Prison Guards en. suspend-
ed for his membership in this organization. It is [uryfer repo:rted that
a list of the memburs of the Black Legion was found in Rhe possession of
one of the Prison Guerds. In answer to any inyuiries to the indicated., -

- : ‘ if..wp | {é :-,/—.3“—
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the police have
ganlzation from
stated that if the

gize of the organization, Relnecke stated that so f
found indicetioma that about 10 people belong to the
various items located, but the prosecuting attorney

.organization is recruited to its full strength in Mici§zan,it has

135,000 members. Mr. Reinecke stated that the organiz has two ob-
Jectives, the fostering of Protestantism and the. suppression of Communisia.

There has been absolut®ly no indication of an organization on &
national scale, although there have been some rumors that the President
of the Black Legion resides in West Virginia. The individuals identified
as participating in the Black Leglon to date are from the mountains of
Tennessee and Kentucky. These individuals, according to Reinecke, are
typical *hill billies" who came into Detrolt and obtained work In industrlal
pursults there.

r i

From the facts available there is nothing to indicete any
violation of a Federal Statute within our jurisdiction and I do not
believe _we should enter into this case or publicly offer uny assistance
to the Detroit Police in the absence of some showing of a Federal vinla-
tion. Of course if the Detrolt Police want any Laborutory work or any-
thing of that kind done, I believe we should do it, but I don't think

we should make any statement upon the matter.
Respectfully,

1
X
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Time = 12315 P.M.

MENMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR
Re: oBlack Legion.

Pursuant to your instructions, I telephoned Chief Moran of 3
the Secret Service here in Washington and read to him the telegram :
which the Bureau received from the city editor, Mr. R. E<"Roberts, of
t?j/Flint. Journal, Flint, Michigan, stating that one of the members

the Black Leglon has stated the Leglon is planning an armed march
on Washington for the purpose of assaasinating the President of the
United Statea.

Respectfully,

E. A. TAMM.

/\-J/u Ottt L S NSt pedt e Svnnl A stk
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L 61TIB e, P 19364
¥r. Fred Cooky
729 East Blm Straet, .
. Lixzay Ohiioe
" ¥
Deur Sirt o
I wish Lo ackho\slad‘;e receipt of the intter doted
Koy 25, 1936, signod by you und Floyd Handere, Lu valeh you :
requeel the coopuration of tuis Bureau in furnishing wd2:uate :
protectiion agsinst the Black Leglon, agilost ghich orgeni-
sation you indicate the local officluls srae panerlese.
ik For yoi;.r infograstion, the jurisdiction of this [ T
N Bureau is reztricted to {pvestipstlng violstions of specifiec ers ae
e Federul izwe. In view of the abrence of any lndlentlon that :
the achivities of this orgatdsatln are ia violztlon of any
. guch Federal liawm, I rcgro. thet -his Buresu is without au-
S thorily to Lake wny sctlion.
"‘g‘:.d.T . ‘. _-." . f .
‘;;;‘.'5‘* e e This matter soppesrs to be oue of purcly local nature, :
“,f;é'f"m s e A and solely within ibo jurisdictiova of the appropriate law P S
@ saforeesent officizls in the Etate of Ohio. : L e
K% | ' =
%‘..:j Very truly yours,
i i
“:;‘."- . MoA L LD D'],rect_.ar.
b Jug - 4838
U -
r o t@aPlevelend
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S MURDER

M ‘Master Mind’- Hunted,
71,000,000 Members
e ‘Of Weird Society

% Revealed

" DETRO“. M" 23 (U.S.).
1. The Black Legion, whose pres.
. setice was ﬂrltJ disclosed here

¢

_ in the Charles] Poole .nurder,
‘actually is a naplon-wide organ-
fzation which aims at & dictator-
* ship of America by its gun-crazy
members, Prescutor Duncan C.
McCréa declared late lonight.
Harry Coburn, McCrea's chief
. i investigator, who said he got his
- fnformation from & “colonel”
% jn the erganisalion whom he
¢&{ . could moi name, declared:
“The fegion is arming men alt
_ over the couniry to seize con-
=’ trol of the government.”

. DETROIT, May 23.—A veritable

- branding the Black Legion with
% responsibility for scores of 1a-
? . natical crimes simijar to the slay-
- ing of Charies A.{Poole was un-
_covered by Stafe 4nd county po-

: lice tonight, rounding out a hew
' picture of the cult as & mammoth-
4 plack-robed secret sociely, seeking
political power throughout the

nation.

' -tlon-like story of the Black Legion-
b] : naires’ weird oaths, moonlight rit-
K1 ygals and coastiocoast political
. ambitions, has mnot been bared

sought the “master mind” of the
- goclety, seven of whose members
« are charged with Poole’s “execu-
tion." ~ .
NATIONALLY ORGANIZED
Police Inspector John I. Navarre
rald he has Jearned from prisoners’
confessions that the Kianlike ter-
rorists are nationally organized.
_And he quoted several Informants
: ¥ laring that it borsts & mem-
¥4 bership of more than 10,000 in
« 4 Michigan and 7,000,000 in the na-
tion. v 5
At the same time Prosecutor

~ Duncan G. McCrea, investigating
dha YTawianm aald he Miygg re-

eLhal, dozens of victims had
s order of night

Victim

0Of Cult Slaying: || s

" gvalanche of evidence lvidly|

Convinced that the whole fic-}

Intarnatinnnl News rhot-; -

"MRS. CHARLES POOLE AND INFANT
Baby Was Born Day After Father' Was Slain

by - ¥ oa gt 4

alleged biack - Ieglon-[." +
naires were being heM for the mur-
der of Poole, 33-yearold former
Progress Administration
worker who was shot to death on
d May 13, after a se- [~
g in which it was de-I*

peaten his wif

TP —————

‘completely, Michigan sauthorities|;

a lonely roa

il clared Poore md
Y an expeciant mother.
has since vehemently
husband beat her.

] an, father of two and
Ay an employe of the public lighting
system, has confessed he fired y;
the five fatal'shois, according oy

Four othersi,
the [v 5

. y
by o
-

L)

ere present at
h

“been Tlogged by
riders and. they definitely had &
cent. mysterious

>~ hand i some-

Bald;

missin

‘v “get rid” of
police,. Geory
ot _(Copyrignt, 1935,

AL SRR N A e
. T.haxh‘ 'r_";';‘{(".‘f‘:: iﬂ:&}ﬁq&‘é‘?& ?
e thitteen men, rangiig” Rt
to 60, have asked that j.* 3
Dtnin 1gau to protect f::
ack Legio P
g%ance. Prosecutor‘Mcgre: s:li:g et
The tx:cter indicated that death p+
bers wi‘:ocgihd' (ﬁ'ﬂ:slty o emem- b
5 RN bt
State. police g ioneficr:?'la '
sing tl:t.e today ] o
en I : £
G:'l?lid deat,h;”ab]y Informed sev. |
Buicides, had :
legion's door, e d 8t the |

age from 1§
they be ke,
them from

“We are checking 'Iall list;fot'l

ve, are the results %
k Legion’s orgers,” o ‘t.{ )
Biis of ons. donfession were

that city's

nounced they

hitherto believeq
Capt. I H.-Marmog

and sl unaelved «
ths, s°m0-:we‘,"

-chie
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: Baring ‘Black Legion

y ,‘-‘.

% 'information from a tipster solved the murder of C

Yignd wunveiled the weird activities of the nightridin
1“Black Legion.”/

By POLICE INSPECTOR JOHN I. NAVARRE"
As Tgld to Universal Service.

T
1

1

1

i

¥

ctor Reveals Tip

4

(Police Inspecior John I. Navarre telly in the follow@p story how

DETROIT, May 23 (U.8.).—The murder of Charles A. Poole
*#which finally led us to unmasking the “Black ‘Legion' here was
*1a tough case to break because for a long time, we couldn’t get ..

¥ ;.anything to go on,

4

cept & few glasses of beer some- |arred.

of them just borm, Plvmouth Rock. They had a re

-] as any American family of four | nition.
in their modest circumstances. | PRIVATES AND “OFFICERS”

DThat's what baffled us. That's| 1] say this, whoever organized} g
CEBRAH

. ey h}‘*«-

| But finally somebody came to|ta)ced. I can't begin to estifate! .7
;*jus and told us he had overheard | the total membership, but I khow - "%
i 48 remark in a beer garden thatliniy crew we got is only a lktle) . - =
-:1' 1 “something will have o be done | niece of it. They had ofticers['. N
‘tabout Poole—he's beating his ranging from privates up, just a.s[ 2

how it stood for days, No mo-|that outfit was no'siouch,
tives. no clues—nothing. babies fairly cried before

A4 wife.”. It wasn't much to go on,

-1but it gave us a start. We went In the army.
to the beer garden, learned that -
Poole had been there & few hours ™
* {before his death and then was!
{summoned out by some men on !
‘-rﬁ;i_the pretext of playing baseball
~“7on some amateur team, And one
of the <witnesses--I won't disclose
.“his name at this iage ofrthe| -
‘v, 'game-—knew one of the men who |i'-
s+ ~served the death summons on

TET Ty

. We Lagan rounding up men and
then we learned of some secret or-

k j ocked up to them was nothing|
:; 5 compared with the fear of talking.| "
“LEGION*-UNMASKED :
For a long time none of them|

ut finally
\.;:_.‘ L ""’.‘,'ﬁn '~-"'. ; ."" &
::_T " I . '.. 'k ) “f . .'. ’__‘_"J'*: Sy R
= AA ST HERALD
L IR e or T s
- VA MAY 241336
UL RIAC A ) |
IR LR SIS B & it an ke Tt L s ' . n
\“ C s, N 9 e . A ¥ > 3
B y 4; . % e e - c- 3 . . b \

(Copyright, 193¢, by Unlvarazl Jervice

X Poole, with five shots in him
. ' | one talked and Jnvclved a couple
s found, i diteh siong 8|58 sthers. Then the siory of the
identified him we were puzgled murder ibeganlto'I\;l 0 t;.li“:i t.‘l"n; )
because the case had all the a story 1 was’ ey ca e e
aspects of & gangst killi selves the Black Legion, they stood
Bsptep 1° zt gi e:" ;‘5'1 for clean politics, were anti-Com-
i1 But Poole was not mixed up with { pyynistic and considered it thelr
racketeers. He didn't drink, ex-|gyty to punish husbands who

times, and we couldn’t see any| mne officers wore those hooded
“{reason why anyone would want|]y),cp shirts with a white skull and

to kill him, He was a fOrmer | .., hones painted on them. They
_jrelief worker, 33° years old and | qjaimed their history went back}
: the father of two children, one| g, tha landing of the Pilgrims onta*

{ il CLUES MISSING ' lar arsenal in their homes, & dozenl'
| His family life was the same | pistols, five blackjacks, and amunu- 7
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'50 D(. "lthﬂg : |
| JoBlackLegionT.
’As.Net Widens/
‘Mé"“.b"“hip of 135,000

i in Michigan Reported
;‘» -+ for Murder Cult,

i

4

By the detociated Press

FQ:'Detroi’c. May 24.—The roundup of

Night riders” of the hooded Biack
legion spread today as officials di-
rected their Ingui.v to reporis a
Y membership . tolaling 135000 in
Michigan alone may be responsible
Ior some 50 deaths,

In Detroit Prosecutor Duncan C.
McCrea said murder warrants
would be issued tomorrow for seven
nmren present al the killing of

e

.2, Charles A, Poole. young WPA ;
< worker, and said the prosecution|k
=% would include as many as may be | ] .-

1 identified of some 50 persons pres-

3
F;

P ent at 2 Black Legion meeling from
which Poole, a non-member, was
GG taket;ro his death.

R,

RayfErnest, guard at the South-
ern Michigan Prison, was held at
.+ Jackson for. arraignment Monday
—*ton a charge of carrying concealed
i1 weapons, after he denied connection _
cywith the reported flogging of Paul | @
Every, 42, also a prison guard, and
who died April 14 of what phy-F/
- sicians pronounced heart disease | [~
-4 and diabetes,
. State Police Capt. Ira Y. Mar-
mon. whose troopers have been in-
vesligating the secret vigilantes for
months, said he was investigating
a report 50 Michigan men had been
marked for death, and that the
Black Legion made iis killings ap-
pear suicidal,
Harry Cotburn, investigator for

fice, said he was informed the Black
Legion's membership in the Stale
grew in threc years 1o 135,000, di-
vided into five brigades of 16 regi-
menis each, that each member car-
ried a pistol. and that the organiza-|j -
tion “is much more dangerous ihan{ . .
people think” N
Claims in Black Legion litera-|.
ture seized by State police that it .
anfedates theyKu Klux Klan and |
that the Klan dvas an offshont from
it were ridiculed by investiigalors,
who said the claims were made to
mpress prospective mgmbers. At:
WNew York, Hiram W.iE‘vaus, im-1.
perial wizard of tlo Klan, indig- :
nantly denied any connection with'
the legion and said the Klan has. ;
. ho affiliates and wag firmly aligned -
-7on_the side of law and Wrder. o
+ Detroit police, who seii-1 18 men |
Alter an investigation into\the shoot-’
}?g of Poole on a lonely koad near. .
Dearborn, released three Who said W '

-they .did not attend the Black _
*  Legion meeting that preceded it
' --Hearing on habeas corpus writs for.."

415 others was set for Monday- bo-f &
JH.Jore  Clreuit Judge Adolph F,
" wMg:fchn v T
4 R

the Wayne County prosecutor's of- |p S
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_lplcuoua roles In the trial.

“i‘&nwh..i..s- e wnf, J‘)Q
i gTerrt. J(_)‘t Ho
On the heels of & Louisiana’ verdict ﬂnd-

inga l'herlﬂ sulity oé-megiigdned for fallure
in pre‘vent & Iyoching comes “news of the
eonviction in Florida of five policemen 11_1-
volved in the notorloua ‘““T'ampa floggings.”
The lamp of social justice burns the

;» What makes the Florida verdict pa.r{lcu-
iarly signlﬂcant 18 TR Yiet that the jurors
had a complex case to decide. Though

‘from a distance it appeared to be eimply a

question of whether the police officers had

assisted in kldnaping and tar-and- feather-
;nx three men, one of whom died as a IO~
:sult, in the Florlda courtroom other factors™

' tanded to obscure the Issue.

;2 begin with, fogging and “striplng”
‘ars not uncommon practices in that region,
Order, it {s explained, must be maintained

_:',among the armles of transient laborers

attracted by the citrus industry, for these

imen often become dissatisfed with tihe

pmali wages allowed them. In Tampa it-
self, a cigar Industry, likewise operating on

1. a low wage scale, iuvites further ‘labor
" distyrbances which, in the euphemism of a-
- native of the area, “must be discouraged."
" Moreover, the usual cry of “Communists!”
~ was sent up to distract the jurors. And

. both local and State politics played con-

was no secret that Ku Kiux Klan mem-
barship cards had been tound vn some of
“the men accused of partlclpatlng in the

_torture. . 3
The verdict comes onportunely to lend &
foree to tho drive against the “Black b

Legion,” a etrong-arm agency of the same

' Ku Klu’x Klan in Detroit, Several mem-

murder of & laborer "because he beat his
" wife,”” Evidence peoints to a membership

“in Michigan alone that runs high into the |:

thousands. Organized to stir up the usual

“raclal and religlous hatreds, the society is
. Bow atrongly suspected of many other
; hitherto unsolved murders zad sceming

‘

,~Authorities rre ‘amazed at a deluge of

§.;tatem9ntu. from persons too afraid to
: ipeaﬁ‘“ﬁ‘éf&e}’“ﬁﬁd!bati::g that the area had |

‘for ‘monthe {f not years. Leaders of the

organization, siripped of their hoods, re-

w-,"‘l 3 g:hl.r&cterlmc low intelllgence often *h .
nr;!ng on dementia.

Creatures of the
'noy grovel befors the light ot pub-
city now floodigg tholp dens,

Plnally, it X

+

!
£

). Other " Slates might “take a; tlp from. ;

ichl;us oxperlgncc and look "nbout tor L

-the causes of disconte

simliar uhnmefu)t:iqulties within their.'

own_ borders. This relppearanco of ter-
rorism, whether in Florida' or Michigan,’
holds an arresting significance for the
country as a whole. Violence breeds only
on discontent, To clap a few leaders into

utlan nd 4ha
o Egiulion of tns

‘k of rooting out
s 8 pational obli-
been discharged.

{ail is onlv a gin
;all 18 only = gla

problem, The

gation that has not




. .& vl . .
st » L
. £ ‘ﬁ:h. el -

e ,' »» _,‘,.,h...-,.'--u\-u
o

Iac/z Legz n' - ctzma;,
T raced asC ult[s Unlzooded
{ Da rk:Age Barbarisn, Bared

‘*fSeven . &
| Warrants; Chief T
of 135,000s -
Hunted
DETROIT, May 24 (U.8).0 ..}
A sinister and elaborate under- :
ground organization, patterned

§ along military lines, calling for o ?
a huge membersh:p of 135,000 ° f
]
f

- e o

in Michigan alone, was dig-. -
closed by authorities tonight as - .-
they revealed the Dark-Age rit". L
ualistic practices of the Black
Legion, accused of killing twe ~ .+ .
vietims and possibly 50 others, - .
The theory that the Black Le.. =%
gion, already charged with gun- _ - ]
fire “execution” of one man and . N
the fatal flogging of another, - .
may have been responsible for af S
least 50 mysterlous deaths in this
State during the past thres years

was being investigated by author
ities.

Federal Search Hinted

State and Jocal officials issued’
peremptory orders for the arrsst
of every officer of the new ter-
{rorist legion above the rank of
“captain.” ;o
2] I &ummmtmm e
‘I headquarters that G-men_have
{begii a  Middle Western sea.rch
siélfor the hooded successors to tha
+ 1Ku Klux Klan,

This report, however, was nat
“lofficially confirmed.

Meanwhile, Prosecutor Duncs.n
10 McCrea  announced murder ..
ad wmrant.s :morrow“
en of the 15 men being”

. ‘held hereflin connection with the .~ "
0 " death of harles A. Poole, young *

:  Works gress Adm
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Skull Hoods -
! Revelations of the.blind fanat.
*lelsm and awesome rituals of the
7 legion came with seizure of volu:

i minous manuseripts and literaturs

. in Jackson today., These con-
4 tained the grim oath the legion’s

J4 Deophyles were fgrreed to take and

their pledge™ that they would
“figh* as guerrillas with any weap-
on that comes to our hands.”
They were found, along with 50
black skull-and-crossbone hoods,
and two black robes, officers sald,

i Jackson State prison  guard.

;a.#j at the home of Ray Errest, a -

“%4] Ernest 1s accused by the widow as

the leader of a gang of masked
men who dragged Paul Every, an.
» other prison guard, from his home
?and flogged him so cruelly that he

'oath taken by the Black Legion-
naires read:

“I further pledge my heart, my
brain, my body and my limbs,
never to betray a comrade; that
I will submit to all the torigres
that mankind can inflict and
suffer the most horrible death,
rather than reveal a single word
of this, my oath.

“Before violaling a single
clause or implied pledge of this,

nied that he

+ 1 )
charge thabipr’
the whol*

o rp

Leglon, ugyengers” b
he had jed the "& 7..ﬂd1culous-'

¢ ‘had DO knowledge 7;

the IEE“m‘ th
larming Erow
he B . Wayne
COIL-
uncovered evi-{
organization W% jix

rigades Bared

e

there sare Miv
ach, four

iment:te four !

Five B

prisone o
avis, ong O T aale, W
e ur as
%:{; ti: l':’:ve 600 members enlist
B t the league or-
i hase 0 e, o\
Ai g;t}irgn?s that there are n' 0 X 1"
B! rs.t Tha! g wha négedly i
E:Jgge to have cause% :’I;’gna eges.
7 ﬂoggln_gpdofo withdraw.
' : not talk with

'the secrets of
oré e aled, none of
Drg?t?e lowe.. fanks, knorl.'p.
E t{aking place higher

Cult General

1 he gets per- e
T prigadier gen-b.:

CEE T ey by,

rail

my obligation, I will pray {o an
avenging God and an unmerciful : “rse 15 Ba.lgn
devil to iear my heart out and . SRR T R menever ef

ck Legion memm- F

d a fright-T -
taine forts were

that my head be split open and
my brains be scatiered over the

1 earth; that my body be ripped
open and my bowels be torn
open and fed fo the carrion

.+ birds; that each of my lin.bs be
¢ :a broken with stones and then cut
: off by inches that they may be

\ food for the foulest of birds of

be given unto torment; that my
body may be submerged in
¥ molten ‘metal and stitied In the
7 flames of hell; and that ihis
3 1 punishment may be metied out -
"3 to me through all e y.”
. j‘ Ernest, held orl"fmt‘:chnical
ijchargs because a .45 caliber gun

——
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| your possezsion if you forward it to me.

LAaTTHF
June 4, 1936
T TSR s TN T e

Columtus, Ghlo.

-

I hzve received your letter of ¥ay 26, 1936, wedvieing
that you are in possessizn of & document walch you bolisva to Lo
the original of the lais and regulationz of an orgenization thst
ig now tho subject of inguiry on the pert of certain police
depa.tments. I assumo thuat the organization to which you refer
18 the Black Leglon and I &esiry to 1nform you thut this Bureau

0 4a not conducting any investigation into the activities of that

organizetion, I would suggest that if you have information

* "' copcerning this organfsation, you furnish it to the officers

of tho Detroit Police Department who are conducting this inquiry.

If tho information in your possession perteinc to some
other organizetion and you believe it would be of interast to this
Bureau, I xill, of course, bo glud tw cxumine the informetion in

Very truly yours, R
John Edger loover,
Dirmctor. .
AT R v o e /,_“
[ TCOMMURICATIGD Shbiant
MmaluE =2
. - “
JuN - 51936 )
. o . 7 .'“. M- V l“,.:‘
pepCARL BLBRL ot WATETIGAT OH,
i U s priimt Of I e o
R o - - "
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a mmted that “last.
wq Plain Daaler ‘called him is
the ‘Burcm .lud Boma lgentu .b;ter- _
a‘ieting ﬂeoph 1n ﬁhi
¢t J'.,B,lack Lagion'
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