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= MEMORMIDUM FOB, ASSISTANT ATTORRE] CEWERAL KEERAR
' ®ith veference 17 your pemorandum of Kerch 19, x193'5,-'.'§.rmi‘-‘
Slel pitting & 30PY of e letter pdcéresasd to the Attorney Oenessl, under date.
of March 5, 1923, by Chiof Posi office Luspector K. P. Alurich, sud ec-
F e £01 ed by a copy of & confidential report prepared by Inspector J« T
S +Cordryy ©f Lime, Ohio, dated Februsry 23) 1935, relsting YO the existence ¥
e . of g organisation xnowm eu the "Bleck Leglon®, yov are cdvised that I i
have racelved no ¢ndicstion that any enployees of this Burcou sTe merters
AR ST of the sBlack Legion”: 1t does not &pPeST, ghersfors, thet rny asction 18
e ’ “preguired of me 15 connection with this matier, ond I &m accordingly ro— .
AN turning to you the or Jotter nddrossed to the Attorney G -
. and the signed copy of Inapector,Cordrey!g‘ pryporte I thought you micht
desire to refer this metter in i entiroty to ¥re Stanley.
R Jery truly yours,
R
;":‘:'-'f“ o fﬂ - . Jeobn mgnf flcovers, .
. R Director. ™ .
L Enclosure §718334
et o e s
|\;’; : Mr, Natho~ . N
o N T ;
S : .
i f.‘:m-.’ ' K »
S n ;
' AR L s L

Il R :.-‘;.x;.z-'smb; wugd
FitEs BEOTIEN iR
SRR LD

1 capy P, .
U!‘-’/W-.’?J)l;' My . o




. [ # .
-_’ T . . 'f"Q' ) ' I/’;‘\.)
AN =n LTLieG :rapr
. . - .__....-—--H—""""""“

e l' .7 . Mr, Nathan.......
ADDRESS REPLY TO Mr, TOIEOM (oovenre

T THE ATTORNEY QENERAL™ ‘

AND REFKR TO

INITIALS AND HUMBER

M. Bach g .e-een
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 7 ‘Mr.‘ :,m‘w.h.nan "

V Chict ClaTk c.eneme
My, Cler T e ener
Mr, Culldy eere-
Mr. Edviards ...
Mr, ESAN e
Mr., HAarbo e

WASHINGTON, D. C,

. liavehr 19, 1935,

Mr, Lacier ..o .-
)
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. ' M, QUITD e
Mr. Sohilder . ...

Mr. Smith eeeeg
M. Tamm,.‘.\...(

tAr. Tracy .eoe.
5 . J TEMDRANDULS POR J. EDGAR HOOQVER, DIRECIOR, tries GANdY oo
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Transmitted herewith please find a copy of a letter
dated larch 5, 1935, addressed to the Attornsy General,
from the Office of the Chisef Inspector of the rost Cffice
Departrment, relative to the allege
zation at Lima, Ohio, knowm as the?’"*lacx Lecion™, waich
is said to be revolutlonury in its tendency.

existence of an or_ani-

B An axamination of the facts fails to disclose any
T violation of any Federal lew or laws, but the ovbasrvation
e has been made that}representatives of thejbepartment of

" quﬁice are report d to be members of the orcanizatlon.

This information is forwarded to you for whatever
% i action may seewm eppropriate in th: promises.

Respeectfully,

L e i
T o .- J i B. Jean&n

\n . Assistant Attornuy Ceneral.

o Enclosure- 55104 REGORD,ED&INDEXED lé
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Harch 5, 1935

. "‘""&--u.; L

'n:a Atsorney cnmral.

lly dnr ﬂr. Attornoy Gen mlt

, s \;I‘—,.

S T,

':‘ ...(‘.4-‘

{; dnp-n uhi.mablo, thﬂe 1; a.tmh.ll eoyy or u nport

mhmlttea under date of !‘e‘brmrr £3, 1935, by vost

'

m Loslon, gnid te.h'ﬂwlnt!oanry h ul
Ty .. , Bt

’1‘-3%‘

B
ﬁ . .
z“" A T

Tmitted Berewith, | .

menabors of the Plaek Legion.
Vory truly yours,

hr yonr .inromtinn and na.y nottan that ny bo N ,' .5'._’ .

Office Inspector J. f. .Qordrey, rilative to the alleged

ogutcnu ut nm. tho,*pf an wmiution kamm &8s

wﬂmy. ne mimm r-ramd. ta 12 alno botng tram-

It 1111 ba observed that, amoig others, repressnts-

'tinn of the Departxent of Justice nre reported to be

For tir lPostmesior Cenorel,




.}.. , . "_
v O | _)
- * POST OFFICE DEPARTMIRT
Office of Inspector

Case No. 41‘ ,j”,u=;j

e .,u_a.‘, J. F. Cordref’ | e
ST '*Inspectnr .. SRR

'¥“Subf;ct:i'Confidentialny

o BRI B L e T
iR Inspector in Charge,"
?Ci?cinnati Ohio g
g AR R AR R R ACAREME R
ST pn few days ‘ago ‘one of the most prominent men of Lima
called me.by telephone and requested an Interview., He stated
that it was his desire that the matter be regarded in strict
. confidence, at least to the extent that his name be not used,
but that he belleved it to be of sufficilent importance to be
,ybrougib by ne to. aﬁtention.of tbe nroper Government Agency. -

, o 2 It developed that ‘this man had 1earned ‘through & - E LS
ii‘person in ‘his employ, of the existance in Lima of an organiza- " o
v+-tion known as the "Black Legion", which he bellieves to be i Tt
"~ against the present ndministration, and revolutlonary in its g
‘teﬂdency. An interview, at the suggestion of this man, was ' S
later had with the infermant. 7Ti was learned froam that young
man that he had heen a menber this outfit, but that he had
severed hls connectlon, &nd that as result thereof ‘his life_
ie in qore or lass constant jeopardy.,“ ‘ .: o )

»ku,.; [V

:_.ffftr%B.r I was informed that a person xmown as’Dr. Shepard :

" Bellaire, Ohio, is the head of the Black Legion in the United .
' states, and that they claim membership of one mililon five . S
hundred thousand. It was related that the United States is - T
divided into thirtcen distriets (patterning the thirteen . R
"original colonies) with & ifajor General in charge of each, I ‘

" The initials of [Pr. Shepard are not known, but it is stated

that this man either has a davghter or sister at Bellaire

who is also a doctor. One Bert Effinger (former head of ,

the Xu Klux Klan here) is said to be Major General of this

dietrict, and to have charge of all territory west of the

Missisaippi River. There is no initiation fee, but, it was .

explained, each member 1s required to pay Effinger lO cents ‘ o
“each month. These pereons are ordinarily referred to, among S
themselves, as "blacks". The character of dress 1s black =

_, with separate cape effect and black head covering °
aE white skull and eroas. bonea. s




(Confidential) .'.2.. Page -

- "4» The Chief of Police, also the heud of the plain clothes~ . = 5iir-7 b we
force, at Lima a-e-said to be members. Helther of these pquimm- < &~ 5/t™7 Tgl
f*fnere salected for their positiona because of any qualifi : - N

e e

. 5., New members are referred to as or*vates, and the
method of organizatton is aIOﬂg the lines of the armwy servipe.

N o cnrd s .
¥ comnany is Tepresenuved b“,y 99 men and one Ca‘_atain.

_ !

Msdiecfe s The meeting pleces wt Lima are the "Ford Dance Hall®, v
“rooms used by the Junior Order of American ‘lechanics.Lodge, .
and'Harry Tapscott!s farm, about halfway between Lima and- West -

h}.uinstar. Harry Tabscott 1s recognized es a Major.. Other.Majors

*.. are Russell Croft, North Pine St., John Frankhouser, 723 Sb.". .-

Broadway, Lime. Captains are nained as follows: O0.L. Boyd, .

1513 St. Johns Ave. Fisher W. Kibby, and one "Rotaberger® who

’.‘, iR t:mp.:.uyeu a3 mechanic for Gibson CU., Lima, GJ.':' Ff,“inger,

-114 Harrison Ave.,, 1is Lieutenant Colonel, & iz 2lsn one John
Hauk whose address is glven as F E. RA. (old Federal huildmnr)

i 7. It i1s stated that this organization is *hic¢inz behind - i,i'j‘_?};*ff”";m
;- the old Ku Klux Klan and the Junior Order of American Mechanles,’” - R
_apnd it has recently been referred Ao in Lima as the "Bullet Club“ U LT

8. The metho? of obtaining members is by approaching a

e e
prospect, and asking whether he would 1lire to Join 8 good organiza-

tion, and to leave the inpression thut its purpose is "protection®

and aid in securing employment. The person apprrached is told that

.1t is en %"all American organization” and is asked to place his con- . .
s X O "fidence in the solicitor. - Approximstely 80 per cent of the employees
';qj‘:«s v.0f thé F,E.R.A. in Lima are said to be "Blacks”, ‘and they, without B
" si.gquestion, sre under the control of "ajor General Bert Fifinzer® whose =
son "Lieutenant Colonel Guy Effinger" is in the regular employ of

the Fo E. R A. at Lima. a . PR
9. Inltates take thé oath with a 'Black" standing on each side T
of him with drawn revolvers pointed at him. They are asked concerning = oA
their views of "mob violence” also the lynch law, mlso whether they : 4
will vote as directed. They nre asked if they are willing tn accept - R
one man (Bert Effinzer) es ihefr "judgre, jury and advisor®.’ Inqmiry - i

is msde as to whether they own -a horse or sutomobile, and whether they . .
possess any firearns, If they do not own a revelver, shot gun or ’
.. rifle they are ordered to obtain e »evolver and are instructed to

“Wery 1t at a1l times. The maximum penalty for cerrying concealed L
weapons in Ohio is three years imprisonment. They are supposed to RS

take the witness stand and lis for a brother member, or, vent
-+ of Jury duty, "hen; a Juryn 4f a brother member's interesgs are T
: involved, regardless of what the charge may be. It ia ated, *h"
‘Effinger hag 8t:least ten men in Lima uho rll out <t

his orders regardless.of what they may be., I was told tEt men _'~ﬁﬁ;?¥’?;ng ;
- who ;efgse to take oath along these lines find themselve 9nted{7ﬁ3,J o
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!:" from all sides by black. robed individuals with drawn revolvers; '
g “that they are then forcibly removed end threatened with geath

Y
A
i
'
&

g beaten) “if they ‘ever reveal anything they have seen .

The only acceptable excuse for failure to attend a
ing is said to be "sickness or absence". "Once a member

alfhys a meaber", New members are given a loaded cartridge

S PP . | dhmmanloan $hat

#token®, They are directed to so conduct themselves thatl
° be no necessity of requesting its return.. They are
infor & BFTtr1dge 18 ever demanded 1t must be

(59

-
.
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]
3
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.

bt i ?

L0

%E . prompt]g surrendered and-that "half of it will be returned to .

& theg". Further. that: if they Tesign or abandon the ‘organiza-~ ‘

L et = tion. their only eacape from punishment 13 "sui.cide or leave tha

B8, o country®. _ ; o k '

L L -

it *10.. I was told that ‘Shepard has been: heard to say that
L L

not his desire to

AR o Mo AL dla’ £
it WMTWwsa™ ¥

when the time comes “Lo Laxe une field® it is
act in t.he \.agacity of surgeon, or. wor s Lo t at effect.l
11. It. was relat,ed tlmt a CUrt.a.in peraon (former Hajor in o Y
"the BJ ack Legion) at Lima, was'directed by "Major Geperal Bert - _' S
Effinger® some time in the-past "ta. take 15 men Bnd put-a certain .
moving picture theatre out of business® merely because of the =
showing of a moving pieture, that did not confora strictly with .
his views on religion. The Major refused. He demanded that S ER S -

. Effinger explain, in the event of & riot or blood shed, who : -
' T E N I L

would go their bond, ‘and was informed by Efi‘mger 4that he’

- (Effinger) would t.ake care of them. The Major now Mgoes '
“armed to the teeth™ to protect’ himself against Youtside S
nembers of the 'Black Lagion Mob!®, Other former members ; g - R
-are harassed night and day by automobiles circling thelr =& . > . & ;i 4"
" homes. Wives are placed in mortal fear because of. inqniriea AT
hy atrange nen, in, the abaence of husbmds. s e :

. Re Briggs, Inspe‘ctor in Cherge.’

gy - bt L
v.g '{‘?ZM "ff ?'ar
L

A
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(atamped) W

e —rwe

rred to the Chief. Inspector.

referred to 1Ls'being !!f,rana'nitt.ed under' separate cover,.
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J‘,

o ’12.‘" 'I‘ was Anfornme ..at '“.l.&
tireless in his denunciation:ofthe’ administration in Wash—, . _
inpton, and that his trend .1s toward the views of Stalin =~ - -~ - . LT
in Russis. It does not seem that ®privates" and others -+ ' PR TS A
of lower rank than Major General in the "Blmck Legion" L
- know what the real purpose of the organization is. &s ‘

viewed by me it serves no good purpose, and should be . - - T !
thawlghly mvestigated by the proper Government Agency. o R ?
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bers of the Department of Justice and other Bureaus .. .
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/s/ I, Cordrey,
~ Inspector,
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Foacrandun received frce'y
Assistant _",to.l,tba”attomqolg
_ an

Jotter adg n""t:l"a ‘lfz’bﬂihz tianamittod Coples of g L L

. ressad thﬁr mwh cmr“ mcmt;‘ :--&ﬁ.; ‘ I

hlo, by J. 7, Cordrey, ‘Inspectar, Poat Otl‘fcq- Depaztnent,’ EF
3% Aeliruary 25, 585"y, dnnta 0, his mitran. ianty; v

.wigww the requested investige
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f Very truly yours, L

- WA

Jobn Edger Hoover,
Director. - '
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Wll...l..lAM STANLEY f""
mwrm'{'m THE ATTORNKY Gm

!

Ezp'artment of Justice

: Mr. Clefk . -aoraees
- Tl ashington o
L : Wir. E4wards ...
A Wir, Ran .ooaee-—
Mr. Harbo..weae--
April 15, 1935 T I L —
Mridhosier . ...
fir. Qulnin.ecera---
Mir. Sohildar o
_ MEMCRANDUT FORCIR.  FOOVER Mr. Smltn /
im AT, Tamm ¥Moiee—
M. TraCy come-mes
) Mise Gandy oo
L Assistant Attorney General Keenan has sent me |-
R e
=i a memorandum relative to the alleged existence at Lima,
e Ohio, of an arganization known as the "Black Legion", said jf%?
:’: to be revolutionary in its tendency. :
In view of the fact that it is elleged that sixty-

two employees of this Depertment are members of this organi-

zation, I wish that you would conduect an investigation with

a view to ascertaining who they are.

The Assistent to the fttornpy Genpral

P , Williewm Stanley

‘ 2, <
RECORDED (D_l"" SRR

IL,IJ [

APR 251335

SR EE Ml

@n 23 loou i
i A

en wEm——— _,1.1
Wiy, Natian ...
Mr. Tolson ...~
Mr. Bach ub..cooemer
M. gaushman -
Criet Cluiin acens
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Dear 8irt . ' o

Rafe-rence is mode to Buresu letter dated April L
22, 1935, roquesting an investigation concerning the 1dent1f-
o0 ties of individuels connected. ﬁth aa orgmiution hom u.a .
L *the “Black. Legion'.--aw““ e T L ‘

"t" '\d;"“ \rro.‘ sl -«.-"1 iﬂai_- AL T TR P

Bl

'\v-“' I!\-"‘
‘gv m aﬂt vio-,ﬂ-m.

There .ere belin
* letter received from ¥r.
Police, Brltimore and Ohin 704 T, MEIYw
land, dated Adpril 26, 1935, which apmrently pertains to this
_matter, In the event edditional informetion 1n deslred from .
| it 1s suggested that appropriatb laada ba 1nd1ca§.— ‘:_“;:"‘“‘*
uhmmn Iield Office. | R
v *‘if £ "a“’,qi*-'-ff‘* ‘ KIS 'éz-w:’.-’-; W e

Very truly ymr&.

R L] 7370.,

o ————— e = ——— - e~

John Edaar Hoovnr, ‘ P

Birector. e !
ey a3, g - - :
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v Bl E e . ,:.-‘,-,-,.,, .,,.,.. ...5:.

oy '{ have recolved your, 1otter of April 26, 1935, Ihich:’trans-
nit.ted s menorandun r-latu.ng 40" & .secret organization lmown &8 the Do
v "Black“!.ogion' -which§o #Faported 10 Le in exlstence st Fort Neyne, v/

While the feats: putlined in this wemorandus do not a?pearcé_

h .constitute s violation of any Federsl Statute coning,within the, .
~investigative, Jurudiotinnﬁnz.;his Turesn, I sx gled t0: have’ thiu e A
. " 4nformation, which is 'being Sncoerporated in the Bureau's files. In .7
¥ the event additionsl information is desired cogcerming this orgenise~ o
rIR tion, I will instruct & Spsci.al dgsnt wf the Buresuw 1o 6sll upon you.

3‘{ - ’ I desire to express my epprecismtion for your courtesy in

*‘é&"’% o trtransmitting this materisl to ms end to ossure you of sy deslre 1’-0
B Hsgoopornte wlt.hm ”1111 e;nemanmttorp rot-aumcl interoat. o

w}m b -u-,'.

‘};‘.&c’“‘“th} s \"'l : ki FP i )
S o wBlncmly yaura, FoESew .i.-_'

e g Wiy el
R . . l‘n_ WF 7.‘1. :_‘,

Jobn Edger Hoover,
Director. I
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w—%lﬁnmrz and Ghio ﬁiailrnaﬂ a-ztpaug

A The Waltonore and Ohio Chicango Terminal Railroadr Commpany -
Py L POLICE OEPART
B R
B ﬁ‘v R. J. DOYLE. surr. roLics . mALTimore, mp. April 26, 19 Y
L NEW YORK TERMINAL LINES, NEW YORK. N ¥, . i T
’ v ROWE., susy, rouicK, e @§
KABTEAN LINES. RALTIMORE. MO, g POLWE [
F. J. YOUNG, susr, poLICK, .
"WESETERM LINES }GIN‘ZINNATI, oHIe ]
RO £T. R N L] e »:__,:?.\p(!‘
Bhgte T L T T . — -
"% <ii- SUBJECT: - - -Secret organization at Fort Weyne, Ind,
SUONRINENT LAY
¥r. J. Edgar Hoover, Director, _ :
-, Federal Bureau of Investigation, . _ B
... Department of .Tustice,__, T _ TR
Vashington, D.C. e A . I

_ Dear Sir:=-

- 1 an attaching memorandum concerning a secret
‘organization at. “‘ort Tayne. I.nd.

R I do not koow whether or not you will be interested R
;. in this affair, as at the present moment I em not im positiom ...
+, to state whether this is purely a local organization or whether R
“. 4% bhas an interstate angle. I would assume that it is of

interstate charac¢ter, and I. thought you might be interssted

ot

in its aotivities. L Lo
This information comes to me confidentially from :
J’«" s one of my Division Captains, and while the Baltimore & Ohic R.R. L
]}iﬂ . ‘ has no direct interest in the matter, our depertment endeavors . i
VR " 40 keep in touch with any activities that might be of interdst
i}’;r to any lew-enforcing agency. oy

I am in position %o get further informeticn conecerning’ o
'lihil organization, if the matter is of mrricimtr\?‘torut to Lt

R MAY 2118725
0?0 —— - " Yours -Very- tlruly_,

J M ..,

x
e




Fogs o . | ’I :)

geltimore, April 26, 1935.

.t

Information was received to the offect thal during the
last few weeks solicitation was made to various personsgo join &
organization at Fi. Weyns, Ind. . s T

{of-meets every Saturday might at 8:30
y eaross the street from

RSV

AR “This organizat
i’ 291 “'on the third floor of the bullding directl
< the Majestlioc Thea_tre.',rt.‘ﬂayna.' '
: The organization is kmown as "The Black Legion.” . S
- There sre no membership dues or fees, 8 collection being taken up &% . . "7
each meeting, and other contributions are solicited, - B

, Men initiated into this organization are calied

~ "Recruits” end sre madef"Black Knight” vy initiation, the officers
S o.sbeing kmown as Cchisf, Cblonel, arl Major, all of whom are srmed

» 4 'during the meeting. The countersign is similer to & military
"~ aalute, and the pass-vords are wglsct only Americans to office.” o
411 members ere asked what arms they possess snd whether they ere . - -
willing to secure arms and ammunition enl use them at the command - .~ . .7
of the officers of the organization. The word "Luxor", followed '
by the name of & city or other location, will constitute a command

: that members report at that place, armed.
the members sre presented with a 38 calibre

4 0o

I e L " As » badge,
2o ' . pistol cartridge. - Examinstion of this cartridge falls to show
any peculiar marks on the_‘ahell. _— T o

0n April 20th the apeaker a¥ the meeting wes & pag-legged "
men, his left leg being amputated, also his right thumd. This man o
derided both political parties, all fraternal organlzations, and
all churches. This wmesiing was attended by about 175 men, amd

about 25 candidates were initiated.

All persons connected with thise organization are
very close-mouthed. The menbers were varned that the penslty
for disloyalty to the organization 1s death. ot
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-~ Federal Burear of Investigation

H. &, Brpartment of Justice

- 1448 Standard Building
Cleveland, Ohio

Y\,u  Director
AR Federal Bureau of Investigation
e U. S. Department of Justice

. f)\ Pennsylvania Ave, st 9th NW
’{\ Washington, D. C.
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Re: BIACK LEGION
Miacellaneous
Confidentierl

Deer Sir:

CHEfe

Reference is made to report of Special Agent §, K.

Smith, dated 5-24-35, relative to the above-captioned case,

in 1t is stated that one 45 calibre Colt Automatic

WU LS
fpistol, with identifying numbers on same obliterated, had

1 e o wsa

‘been obtained from a former member of the Legion.

The gun in question is being forwarded, under
separste cover, and it is requested that the same be given
appropriate laboratory examination in sn endeavor to ascer-
tain number of seme for the purpose of tracing the gun to
its last owner.

Very truly yours,
T’ (77- /kLv-'L/:fu.A__zu_._E(

J. P. VAC FARLAND
_Special Agent in Charge
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QERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIOF“'" J # ‘66,’ o
U. §. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE : f&v

Laboratory Report

lhc‘k I-lctou; ' ;g,—_@;

‘Examlnatlon requeated by

+

2 a5 -

‘Examination Ez;;} g

B

L L, '_:-.V_f_.
! ;fexamlnatlpn-;” .

“a"fwu i ;ar “s

BREEVE N R A e :0;".\11 r‘-), ?? s W

Test oartrldaea knva been rirod in the above gun., Thame test bulloit - ‘f”E
ann shells heve been compared with all ovidence specimens of that type contaimed

-im the files of the Eureau's laboratory, but no identification was e reetee.

e filod in thq Labaratory for poe:

lu

X Thnru was also rostoroa the 1nseription "United atntog Propertr * uhtoh
t,?nuhu this gun as -;ovarmont property.

i

Fﬁ;mzn ¢uh will be retained in tre Lsboratory colleotion of firsarms, .;;g

;
- T
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P et aurmno- A mde to *ha aurm'n Ictter of Itmc 14 v
1935, -nclos.tng the laboratory report dated June- 12, 1935, in. m—vw; it
paotion with one. .45 mmp_calt Autonatic with mnbu- oblitentod,
!Mel! w amtb,:mn@ 2514.40w~w.-» D

A revies has bm nsde of the Burm'n files, but thers ’
‘was foumd no record ooncominz this gun.
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h John' 'ldgar Hoover, .
Direcior. 1
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. FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATLN # 4607
-7 U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Laboratory Report

S “/f June 12, 1935.
- . D 4 . ’
Case: Ypiock Legi 0B; ) | Numb 61~7398-5

Miscellaneous;
Confidential.

v e

a © One 4E_calibre Colt 4mtomat ie revolv:z:r wi‘th number obliterated.
- _ TR I T . A

--m

Examination requested by: Gléveland. Bureau Office.

Date received: June 6, 1935,

Examination requested: Bszllistic 9

Result of examination: Examination by: "mmiﬁlzl
\ N 4‘

Test cartridges have been fired in the sbovefrun. These test bullets
and shells have been compared with all evidence specimens of that type contained
in the files of the Bureau's Laboratory, but no identification was effected.

These test specimens will be filed in the Laboratory for possible future:
relerence.

The serial number was restored znd found to be £251440.

3 There was also restored the inseription "United States Property”, which
' establishes this gun as govermment property.
This gun will be retained in the Laboratory collection of firearms,
NEY REC‘OP . - .
~ DiTeglprs . L ! L/ 39 ¢- t
2 2 - Cleveland. SR "= Bl . - _ |
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Your attention ‘I8 invited to your wemow
. rendum gated April 15,:1935 relative to the allege:!
existence at L!.u, Ghio of an orgonisition Xnown &F° o
: the-Black. Leglon,’ -li:l.eh 1: u.u! te lw rwoluuonn-{‘- TR
1n its tandoucy.‘. AR s

. Ty he e e - ar . e

Therc is tmnittfed herswith a copy of
the report of Epecial Agent:C. E. 8aith dated at
Clevelond, Oblo, May 24, 1935 concerning thia matter,

Very truly yours ’

.-

John ldgar Hdover, 7 _
Director. _ ' R

Enclosure 307608 ..

Sreme e o p age—am o e
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

ulommmmn CLEVELAMD, ORIO . ,. .

oo, 27N "i\‘
}!‘m,‘;n ML e ey and partial uat ‘of members’ set forth, ' 0,

e A R TN P w"*
S RIS R ' )
" HM L :

* REFERENCES : Bureau letters dated 4-22-35 and 5-11-35,

i trRT ;-:_, Do v m\ns ;‘,:g’:;g:t
| MISCELLANEOUS - Congidemtied.

g

-Bocrot orsanization nat:lonal in soope na mntary S

!'in nature, apparently organized by Dr“Shepard, of - '
Bellaire, 0, Membership restricted to native-born. ' _
white, gentile, protestant citizens., Former membars. T
‘state organization is revolutionary and is terroriz-
ing former members for withdrawing. General of or-
..ganization, at Lima,. 0., has ordered subordinates to
. wreck pleture ahou. burn roadhouses and. aasault 1n-
- dividuale, - »Organization purports to. have" complately R A
equippod machine gun ¢ in Detroit, Mibh, Fore" ‘w.w *im- “v'i:iﬂs.
“mer members advise 80% off{ FERA employes atALime, 0,, ™ Gt b o
are members and relief in district is controlled by
head or order, Chief of Police, Lima, is reputed to
be a member; General nof Legion, Lima, stated to for- °
mer member that 60 to 70 members of Department Justice
were members; also stated that Cincimnati, 0., agent ,\ B M
....was admitted to order fall '34, Evént of. unknown” By R
s, - “ture sohedulod for Nov, 20-26, Ritual, orsanization ‘

i wml L]

L d

s

I.; e
[S

:r éb

. DETAILS: AT LIMA, OHIO ' o e

Agent interviewed Mr. J. F. Cordrey, Post Office Inspector, »
stationsd at Lima, Ohio, who edvised he had been approached on oumerous

______ gy e
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Aecord.tng to Mr. Cordrey, several sx-members had compls ed to bim tha
-since they had refused to go to the meetings machine loads of “wemehad-uight
- ; past their homes and prowlers had gons to the extent of peering in
by thelr windows- that their women foli-hed-become rrightened by strange men
. calling’ during their husbands’ abaonoe and varioua other activitios that serv-
ted o wintinidato tho ox-mqnbers.‘ L e

[y

. e . .
# o L ?1--'»- S
U ‘ . i o et e

‘ Mr. cordrey rurthnr advised egent that a man lcnown by the neme - or Bart
.., Effinger, former head of the Ku Klux Klen, in Lima, 0., was appevently the
* head of the organization in the district and was kuown as “Gensral Effinger®
- and hia son, Guy, was "Lt, Colonel®, employed by the Federal Emergency Re=-

»4750 1iep Association in Lime, Cordrey stated he had occasion %o call upon Mr.
“"f%‘?’ 'Effinger about the time it beceme known that the ex-members had complained ’

40 him, and Effinger during ‘the time he was conversing with Cordrey wes

e
o7 :u called by his son on the telaphone, saying, "Father, that man is not to
o leave the bouse for a half hour®,.. Their conversation," (Cordrey and Bffin~ -

" ger, Sr.,] took place in latter's: urﬂce. located in the basement of his -
home, Cordrey stated that the call was made apparently to try and trighton S
- him, but he sdvised Effinger he would leave whensver he saw fit to do o, ,

Continuing, Cordrcy atated that Effinger had called et his office &
y - short time baek and gave him e lettor. which reads as followe:

A 1114 Barrison Ave. SR
. Lo w-,( Lima, - Ghio . .t 'f:"
May 3rd, 1935

L
3 - N

K " "My, T, F. Cordry

"‘a‘?i'.f;'f- .Postal Inspector . -

:"h}‘l_' Lima. OhiO - -

' Dear Sir: o a
*Refering to our conversation some time back soncerning the *

activities of certain men in and around Lims, Ohio, I am presenting

to you the names of men, a part of which have been closely connected

with the only registered Communist in Allen County, ¢hio,

e MM, Goorge Armstrong
¥r, Kenneth Carter
Mr,., George Pratt
. Mr, Gsorge Scheld
" t've- - A men bty the.neme of, Sanders or Sonders.

W05 %" man by the mame pf Martin, who is reportdl to be & State -

' or Federal Officer,”spends a great deal of his timeamft the Cook resi- ¥ -?-"‘”‘
dence, which is his God-given right, and ssems to be imctins sone of

their unamerican activities according to the statemen +' Gook. 1%
. -2
Cihs e\y-h CEe |
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ke & hemby ;Qlodgo alligionoa tothe Stars end Strijs our tlag. Fi, ;
rWRihe United States Of America, the .republic for which it ftands, one |, . . > |
.nation indivisible, with liberty and justice to all. :

*Thanking you fc;r your patience, end wishing you Gmﬂ -and
suocess 1n your efforts to do good, I am

——

'I‘ruly youi's in ell things

Honemble '. . R ‘ . o '.J.;‘.;' ,»: L ‘
TB/ v. H. mrimr' : ' LA .«‘ f:“.‘.‘«‘r.a A

The original of the sbove letter was turned over to agent by Mr.
Cordrey and is retained in the files of this case at Cleveland, Ohio. :

~With reference to tLe persons mentioned in the letter by Effinger

“ a8 being eonnectei iii W\miats, Cordrey advised tha wWBs
1, y-en smployee of & in Lima apnd a former

i Legion snd one of the persons wuc had complained to him ebout the or-. =~ = L%
‘ganization. Sctheld was & respectable business man and a former officer ™~ -

" of the Legion, and at prese spirits behind the
fight %o expose the Legion} f Cordrey's and had
at one time served a sentence at Atlanta for violation, National Motor

IS Vehiole Theft Act, but siuce his release in '29 had endeavored to go
3*% ... straight and had assisted him materially on several occasions when he
~a2 2l « needed information on verious matters regarding the underworld., This
PR - Ny ey man begame = member of +the Legion at the request of John B. Martin. ’-, -

mh«;.»g romor inveatigator for the FERA at the time threats had been made to- ,tq_

’&:‘,.!‘?‘*‘ “'blow up the 0ld Poat Office Building, Mr. was also & former mem- -
ber of the Legion and had been discrimins ainst in the matter of

" relief and had been harassed to such an extent by the myasterious ections
of other members of the Legion thet his wife had called upon practicelly
every law enforcement agency in the councy and city for assiatance in
breaking up the organization, Relative to the discrimination ageinst
My by the FERA, Dordrey stated tha-had given out that in-

Vi formatidn but Dordrey had no direct evidence bearing upon 1t.

R

v Mr. Cordrey further stated he did not know the Armstrong or Sanders

mentionsd in the letter, but advised that the Martin meptioned was J7,B,
' nydavestigator for the FERA.

T At Agent's request Mr. Cordrey had Mr .
<. . vhere he gas questioned by the writer and  seid
*" residing et -and had jJoined the Blefk legion about

m > LTSS yoars ago. and had worked up until he became e

I 4 further stated when he joined thers were

' order 1n Kllen County, but 1t had since grown to about 000 and thet
when he first joined he had been told that the order was patri-
otic one and aegainst «ll sorts of Communiam and other iaps but at the
present time 4t was distinctly revolutionary in that the heads of the -
orgealzation were attempting to use it to gain control of warious Gov~ } -, .

members in'th:-f-;"__ 1

A TR

e : : - - '"'"W"‘%ﬁ*wm"w?‘w
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:fnrnment“agonoiu,‘ ConeRe gl e
i : ; R e R T
SR COntiauing, Mram stated that after he beoamo
wn - sturted to disagree with some of the policies of General

: er and finally broke away from the order about a year ago, when Efﬂnger
had ordered him to teke 20 men go to the Sigma Theatre in- Lima. Ohio,
ere destroy & film that usjeing shown,

, Mrn atated that tha neme of the picturs was the *Rhite 14’ s
;___’“*‘ Angel" ‘and Effinger objected to it on the grounds that it upheld the™" |-, 7.
: catholic faith, According tom& he had heard a discussion in the
basement of Effinger's home on the advisability of taking over the Fed-
eral Bulldings by the Legion and hed also heard Effinger brag about the
Legion buming down a roadhouse known as the "Twin Oaks™, which was lo-
cated about three miles south of Lime, Ohio, on U3 Route 25, &s well
. &9 the buming of the "Imperial Roadhouse"loceted on US Route 2%, neer

' Wapekoneta,” Chio. Mr, Sohnjd advised the writer that after he had

- w-dropped out of the order he had been approached on numerous occasions. i ‘ »

m":;‘jf”;t -and warned that he had better look out and on one occasfon during the . . .7

) s »,winter of 34 about 50 oarload of men had collected around his houss,” = 777
P and he had been forced into calling several of his friends to setay

with him for protection; further stated that he now went armed and had
warned Effinger that if anything happened to either Carter, Pratt or
a man by the name of Albert Urfer, who is also & former member, he,
Errlnger would ba the next one to got 1t,

Y . TN

g T Mw e
o r:.and he advised -that he had been & member of the B
‘attended the meetings uyntil abhout 7 weeks ago n he bocame disgusted
with the revolutionary tactics of the order; stated he was & pri- .
o vate of the Poot Legion of the Night Riders, a degree of the Black Le- T
e glon; according a select number nf the Blacks, az all members ({ *
Y SV of the Leglon are Rhown to each othar, was banded togethor in a unit ®
%% xnown ee the "Bullet Club."
o According tqENENE s John B. Mertin, investigator for the FERA, -aho\{
SAdi lives at Sandusky, C., a been investigating the FERA at Lima, Ohio, af-
ter 2 rumor had started that the Bullet Clud was going to blow up the
£y 014 Post Office Building en had been hired by Mr. J. C, Timberlake,
rx visor of the FE © Tind out what and where the comnection
#

was that existed between unployes of the FERA and the Black Legion, and

. duping the course of his investigation he had found that l
, - . the FERA employes were members of the organization and
= of ¥, H, Effinger, was a Lt.’ colonel of the organization

e ti.'r.ikag';er“:sr-the FERAL ' o Hemi cA

LT continuing. Mr uvlaod that aftar he became -
Legion he had been handed a penciled note written on the beck of & daily
report form of the State Emergency Relief Administration, reading,

of e
Effinger, son . ..t
d travelling . . .-
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Mgl -Priestap, Jri;*John has got the rawhids now. /s/.
¥ QOroft, a traveling timekesper for the FERA, According Priestap
% is a mamber of the Black Legion and 50 is Russ, meaning Croft.

The above-mentioned note was turned over to agent by Mr, Cordrey, who
vaddf . ' snd sama is being retained in the files of this
‘case,  Mr. Cordrey aiso gave agent a dus card of the lLegion, which is mada e e
as ‘an ACCIDENT IIBURANGE PRCBPECT .CARD, end same is being retained 1n Ahe R
119: ogt.thia caua.~“r T e a er  m f* - :

Eaps LR ST R

\* .‘t

“the sbove note is, according t-.Tohn Hewk,
urther atated that on one coccasion he had

: " The John mentioned
a foreman of the FERA.

Toommws A T1T;mAd mav e Wanmrea _ Meowmmnnl TPPlemmemw amA evam santyoand ol daoVled e
VOTLI YOLLDOW VM VLT WAL VO ¥ UJ UVOoLDLAA Lldd LWL GUM I!I:LB Oew oD Wik | "1-WN. W, .
to Federal men snd had been told by the Gensral that all Federal men who .

" came to Lima had to report tlLeir arrival to him, end, in the future, sny | -
ag +Federal men tha paw: ‘to immeliately report their presence - - o] << wmiw
"‘1;« :~4n the town to the General, later found out through J. Martin tbat.'
dei .a ROy Hoover,” janitor of £10% West Market St., and also a Black had notie

:l'iod Martin that two "Feds® were in town; subsequent investigation by Mar-
“# ' 4tin revealed that the two "Feds™ nemes were Fleming and Madden, (It will

+7i -~ be poted here that Fleming and Madden are the names of the two State Pro-

1e . hibition men who worked this territory and ere mentioned in the Brekid
. f£1le in connection with the iuvestigation of that case in the Toledo, O., !

ie distriot )
,@‘Lw_" B . : .

X Later in the day Mr_cé.l;od ag' Bggat's notel room: uith two men . ° " L

tho were, introduced as ‘alMajor in the ». f'"‘l el
P iegion and Mr, a 1o Captain of the ~~ -
i 2k -»., . Iﬁston. _"- ) J

Agent guggtigx_ngd-n SN o) otive to their knowledge of the T
-Leglon, who stated tm— T'!F' Legion about two years ago, when A
it was held up as a patriotic organization thet had been formed to combat .
the various iams that were then gaining a foothold in the country, but had
el been forced to withdrew when they had been ordered to commit several felon-
ious acts.
bl watated he had been ordered by General Bert Effinger to burn
P Quaa.xnown. .as 'Peacock Inn", but had refused to 40 so and had la~
£y M ter been ordered by the General to steal =some dynamite from a job that N

what )/ ‘
had re= .
s namsd Hcmsr_' A
 Taylor, who requested the men to place his confidence in himf and join an’ f«

T (FoTeanTzation that could withip a v short period of time Wpve thousande .

! of mcen marching on l’aahington.#statod that Taylor 'R%HEL”- b 4
the Legion, and he had advised the man not to have anything to do with

him; further stating he had caused about 50 men to become members of the

{ the General was watchman on, . wae unable to advise ag
4 purpose the dynamite was to b& Used, According tma
} cently come to him end stated he had been approache

T




. ' N h, .
glon, but had since conn.nooa tnen that he bad been mns
ad.had caused them t&drop out, *’but that owing to the manné
‘Leglon had been intimideting those who had dropped out they:

"'-g,rtalk for fear of reprisals,
. Continuing, mstated he bad on mumerous occasions heard EL-

- ger_ptate that abou r 70 membvers of the Department of Justice were

- members of the lagion and related that™about Nov, 1934 there had been & e
“4:Tumor that the Bullet Club-of the: Iagion was going to blow up .the old Post| | ~ .-
o] “Office and.msa result of that rumor, a Department of Justice man- rrm .,3,. w,ﬂm
} Cineinnati, 0., hed conducted an 1nveutigation. which resulted in the de< [ SR
“tention and questioning of a Bl ‘the name of Kane, who was later re- ' |i' .

 leased, and Effinger stated to t the eagent was joining the Lagio:\‘ 1‘
j oand would be initiated that weeX. 8 unabls to furnish ggent with '} .
the date of Kane's detention or the neme of the agent; however, statad’l 3

that, as ho recalled :lt, hia neme was "Smith"

.L\

s A.gont wes further ldvised by Mr, hat Efringer had & large yellow i
p a‘p his home he kept in the rafters ¢f the basement, end according to Ef-.

- finger, it was a map of the location of all of the secret fortifications of - * »

. - the country. In this connection, stated that Effinger had told him

.'@(ﬁ _that under the Statue of Liberty were concealed several large coast defense

A" guns of the disappearing type.

Agent was further advised dy Mr.”that Generel Effinger had told
‘him-thet the Detroit, Mich,., unit of glon had ons fully-equipped com- o
m machine guns and one battalion of(Blacka)equipped with eruy r:lrlea. ,-é--r ”-'t #
’nwh-r advised agent that anout two years ago he had attended tar-
i gt practice of the Legion at Bowling 'Green, Ohio, and while ithere had been
i introduced to Gene S, (phonetic spelling), who was introduced as a
: Govermnent man, was unable to state what department of the Govern-
. { ment thet UPPS was with, but described him es 40 years old, 5' 10" in ht,, )
dark hair, with dark complexion, and driving a Ford V-8 Seden. Agent was fur- i
‘|- ther advised at the same time he met an ex-Detroit police off{icer by the name
'« | 0of TKE WHITE, who lost his leg in a gun battle with the Purple Gang., White
-, 1is also supposed to be a member of the legion.

continning,udvised the writer that the legion was continually

~ striving to have memters join the National Guard; in this connection,

~_writer advised by Mr, hat he had once been ordered by General Effin-

' strivute” that each guardsman would be covered by several :
Blacks and when the time came to take over the Armory and ospture the rifles ‘ .
end ammunition the Blacks assigned to each guardaman wan to :

tn order to insure the capture of the guns, furtherstated that he

. had overheard Effinger and others discussing the son of

amlrawna’® Awaniie  cmls . a amivnasald A [ TPy

seww SeACROOUG AVELNUS, WAl WAE SUpPPOSeu VO OWN & InOEDPSon . £l Cl1iko gun,  ana = ;
they were planning to deral men and call upon him confiscete .
‘gun for the LegmHalso informed agent that he E%W"that a s
driver in town had a mechibe gun, but he had no sdditional) informstion

he identity of the man, '
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“'a.r-i““th; .‘c'c'arsa ‘vf the m.*-arrcgati.égexhibit;d t‘ sgent &

wolark -Automatic plstoly-which he stated he hed purchassd
" zog for $8.00. further stating that the seme gun had been
«; . Hartzog, together with 65 cartridges and had been later tek
zog. At the time Hertzog gave the gun tofjjifee steted ¢
- takan it in a raid on some Catholics in andther county. Agent exemined this
ownd that both the secret number aund the number of ‘the outside of

4 been filed off, In view of the fact that same thefts of the a-

gun

[ —
L]

un and same . ®ill be rorwarf‘d to: the, I..aberatcry rcr,emﬁm*natica.‘ s 3

-n-., T ST | : : s TR taee

e *nromed the ‘writer he had been ordered at one time by R
General Effinger to "bash in the hsad™ of a man, because he would not attend

- meetings,

- Bott—and!a'lvised agent that at the lest meeting on Kay 14, 1
.. '35, :the Blacks had been instrusted. to scoure arms and be prepered to expect
pomething between November 20th snd 26th of the year, Agent was unablo to ;

, aacura nnvwinfnmntion an. to whnt fhst 'nmfhina' wag, Y S Twe . Byt

it At e e T Y o e T asws ¥ W aswa @ -w. PR e

gt Continuing*dvised that about a year ago he had personally aie-
s armed Ward Taylor, efof Police, when he waa being edmitted into the Legion,
;*v . further stating that on one occasion the Lima police had received a droad-

cast relative to a holdup eand had picked up severel men in a machine esns-
*', wering the description of the holdup getaway car, but subseguent investiga-
ig-. .  tion had revealed that the men were Blacks just returning from a meeting end '
Mo despits the f at they.were all ammed they had. been released without be-
M . ing oharged.“rurther ‘stated that 1t was impossible to get the local )
@";F*’ ‘Police ‘to do"anything regarding the terrorist methods of the Black Legion,. u
. * in view of the fact that both the Chief or Police and the head of the Plathk
~ Clothes' force were Blacks, - :

R
ANT
L

an M —‘uppJ.i ed agent with s 38 cal, 1e‘-ac‘1-naﬁea short
%:Ef by the 3.5.5. Co, for the 38 SkW, and seme is being forwarded
4 laboratory for investigation.

s .

According to Mr.- a8 like bullet is furnished each Recruit being
admitted to membership in the Black Legion, and they are told upon its pro=
sentation that they are to so conduct themselves that it will never be ne-

_dessary for the legion to ask for its return and in the event that its re-

c_guptry or commit suicids, rurther stated that afterha
vewhose identity was not kmown to him, left a note |
advising him to elther cormii suieide or leave the country.

The note \ma

not mailed. . an ”"i




'I'he follcwing information relative to tha history, rituel, organization,

. ers and g nlaces~of-the Order were furnished agent by
7 ; and!@chold. o : s o

... Party, after the Colonies won thair independence; there being no more need for
"+ the existance of the Order it disbanded; however, those who were Generale at

“ that time, there being one General for each of the 13 colonies, handed down

i tho:lr rank to their sons, and thus the order was kept alive, The next time that
L the Order felt it must become active was immediately after the Civil Wer, snd -
& band of gorillas under Quantrell was organized and operated until they had
‘satisfactorily etraightened out ths country,. It was again diabanded and has’ “’"
..now been reor@anized as the country is once again being threatened by various

RITUAL and INITIATION:

Members are armed and mesked, recruits are lined up for preliminary ques— .
tions .and oo.th. Grounds are” patrolled by masked amed gmrda. i )

.ﬂ i ., e . . .
o b - ) e . no. . WR e
" ¢ . .1 L e e r 4 - 'r‘-- : -_ . B T

le Are you a native-born, white, gentile, protestant citizen?

2, Do you understand that this organization you are about to join is
strictly secret and military in charscter?

3. This organization is classed by our enemies as an outlaw orgsniza- '
tion; are you willing to join such en orgsnizetion?

*

(The above questions ere asked each recruit.) .

PRELIMINARY OATH:
n

Fre i ~right knee; place your left hand over your heart and raise
your right hand; repeat after me : (Say I and repeat your neme.)

ol ' *D¢ solemnly promise and swear that I will never re
-"L'__. or portion of the work I have already received or that
- -oommutated to ms, . I further-promise and swear I’
e S veal a single word of anything that has transpired here
weel - ihe identify of anyone I may recognize in case I am refu A
S :h:l.p in this organization. The penalty for violation of this oath
8 - DEATH,
oo ks rocryss havine pagsed this pogt %%"ﬁéﬁ%"ﬁﬁ”%:’aﬁ“
_ snrround.ed by armed mesked men,

,_a | '_ _. . -8- s e he e e R

r"';

al any part .
ich 1e about
11 nsver re-.% - *
onight or ~
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Adt!rqas of Gaptain to Colonel presenting Recruits:

; ,ﬁg not. %o reveal snything that ‘transpires hero tonight or’ thaddentitf A it !
.-0f anyone they may recognize in case they are refused admission to. ‘ S
. this organization."

What is your name?
Where do you live? -

How o0ld are you? .
“Are you a protestsnt? ' _ .
Ihat churoh do you belong to,‘.or boliwe 1n? IR I X
: ) ~'f:.k.. _7.,.}_} cELnT ) L P PRI
s mcm BY CHAPTAIN: ~~. - e re=wew il

5 WoRE L
P S 4 g

P i .
L EN "This organization is one of chivalry and daring, following footsteps
T .of the gorilla bands of the south and is based on southern chivalry;
g# by our enemies wedre classaed as cutlaws and outlaws we sre, inded; we
}‘} R, £ ", have no charter; if we were chartered, our roster would have to be

nvanable at all -times, - You have already signified your willing- "'~
?ﬁf , ,neu to join:-such an organizetion, -We class as our enemied all" A e
W JU nogroea. Jews, Catholics and’ anyone owing any allegianco to any ro_r- *w.‘;";é'_.f_.'f:-zf‘i?i

"elgn potentate, We fight as gorillas, using eny weapon that may

came to our hand, preferably the ballot, and, if pscessary, by bear- _
. ing srms, The Hepublican party are in the grasp of the rich, .
l‘ while the Democrats gaem to be in the clutches of the Pops, Our . 5

g‘ Y forefathers won this land from the savages and paid for it with
o their blood, The purpose of war is to kill, for 4id not God make
e - it honorable to kill; did he not cast Lucifer out of Heaven. Our
purpose is to tear down, lay waste, destroy and kill our enemies
e without mercy es long as ono enemy remains alive or breath remsins,
Black Knights come to the sign of the Death Head and the aslogan of
s{ ] a Night-Rider is - UNTIL DEATH.

wd QUESTIONS BY COLONEL:

> ¥ill you accept an ordor and go to your death, if naces:

! ry, to cerry
s - 1% out? R

g '::111 you-oppose with tho bellot and, 1f ‘necessary, by be‘ﬂ.nﬁmany”- g
attempt to place public tax money 1n the hande of Roman Catholies for
‘.2 in thelr schools or use in their buildings or institutions?
.u accept one man 2s your Judge, Jury and Attorney for the Defense?

- 9 - .o n B . « é-.~- -".L.L'
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' Do you believe in the separation of church and state
@1l you Yie t8~protect -a-comrade in this organizati
t0 do so by your supsrior officer?

"~ To what political organizatton do you now belong? Wi
your pariy and vote for the best man if ondored to do
superior officer?

—wu keep a secret? — ——

{(On the last qneation a phonay ‘password 1s passed around and " ; :
s iyrone.of ;the Blacks pieposely repeats 1t, and: thep he ‘is takenr :
-7 .«.out and hung before all the Tesruits; a specisl harness is"
used and the rope is hooked on; a strap in the bdback; in

the dark it looks like a true hangins. Carter stated that

VTer hwao T med e doe dhd o mad )
&y VOBL tuu Viévin VLRLLE BOC bV, [

o duns s F
uv nuu ok usuy

, COLONEU, to LIEUT. COLONEL: |,

waL e [T B

Sy _' ' .i ’ . . ;
wafuTs "~ "Do. you think these men have shown their fitness to 'join this organi- nd
f._ ,,,:va zation by thelir anewers to quostions?" Answer: "Sir, I wish to subject” s
P rthe se me;x 40 further questioning, ‘have I your permisaion?" Answer: “You . e rempaeien e

‘rj-_f*_"?":-_i“ ~ have,"

"Can you ride & horse end ghoot a rirle?"

‘.~ "Are you properly armed?® - . —-

B - *Will you- ‘properly arw yourself ag -soon as poasible? X
5 xf'Do you'believe in Lynch; Law?®: . fuiadoSie o :
" "Fill you sign your name in Blood?n

. LIEUT. COLONEL TO COLONEL: - B

*Sir, these men have answered all questions properly, emd if they are i
bound by the oath that we are bound by - they are acceptable tome, ™ '

F,,,,

Ol Lo
ety
S

1.
a
- }".x N

BLACK OATH:

e
N

i

.
€

Y

Eneel on your right knee; place your left hand over your heart; raise

agf 5 your right arm, repeat after me: (Orders are then given to cover these
-"ﬁi‘Wd;uns, end if they fail or falter, you know your duty,)

A *In the neme of God and Deyil and by the powsr of light and darkmess,

w‘ g0ood and evil, here under the black arch of heavens avengi 1, ¥
‘i,"-r'” pledge and consecrate my body, my limbs, my heart and my mfind end cwead L ‘!

by all powers of Heaven and Hell that I will devote my lige to° the obedi-

ol Tay & comreds in this organlzation. ‘I further promise’ ARes
1&""""“'111 destroy, without-mercy,”all-FEDERALS, 'Jay Hawkers Sheir tgra RTAE

% ' whose serpent trail has winnowed the fair fields of our allies an sym-" ”"' T
‘”:‘g'f v  pathizers; these I will right without mercy ss long as bresth remains,

i—?‘“ r: Bafora divul n-imr A nina'ln work or implied nTnﬂaA of thln’ ny scln—uh oath,

2&4‘ and obllaation. I will . pray to an avenging “God end umnercirul Devil that

“'r""f“' LR ) 2 't 3 91."_;1,5 :}1 x - rlo A H g, .‘4(, P
TS = . A

e }.
"R
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. ny lhnhi be broken with stcnes and ocut off by inchoa, at they nay
*fbo food' for earion birds; that my body be ripped open"§d my bowels™

tors out and fed to“the’ foulest birdk of the air, and t my head
be split open and my braims scattered over the earth, heart be
torn out and roasted over flemes of sulphur. And, lastl
soulbs given unto torment, may it be submerged in a molten metal
and stifled in the flemes of Hell, and may this punishment be meeted

<20 thmugh all eternity:"-...
".SIGNS mn PASS wom)s F ,’

o s

KN ~;‘,".-. L

n-rPus word s PUT (namo or plaee) Amerioans only on guam.

Call word: LIXTO ({When this word is received by a Black Knight,
either by word of mouth, telephone, telegreph
or mail, he is supposed to drop anything he

.. 1s doing and take up arms and go to the place
 named: for instance, if a call was made for ke
clsveland. ths word would be LIIED. CIE?EL&ND)*"* f,fﬂ AN

, sf Iord:; TTM (Under the star ‘of the guard, which is anawerad
by the party spproached saying -Until Death}.

Signs: At night-time either a flaahlight, match or auto head-
lights ere flashed three times, and {f the party flash-
. ed 18 a Black, he will answer with three fleshes. In , .
:'»{ng}if.fr”” day-time the hat is pushed back on the head three times _w’”“"Z*
F IS and is answered the same way, Any sign may be uged 1n ,

¢;%$%;ﬁw3~»ﬂﬂﬂﬁiJmnltiples of’ thres.apd must be snswered the -seme way,

Tw es of the above ritual were furnished to agent by Mr d
; however, it will be noted that the part where the can

is asked if he will acccpt one man to be his Judge, Jury and Attorney

for the defense is not in it; Mr, steted that at the present time

that question is asked and has, th8¥eIore, been placed in the above.

DEGREES :

]

- Foot Legion

Night Riders

. = Black Knight

= Ammed Guard

Bullst Club (eons!st_?only selected

'- consicts of 6 men and a corporal..

’ "1 24 liout 1l 1lst lieut. a .
Battalion* = consists of 3 cam;anieguanda?a P 1.

‘ 4. Regiment - consiats of 3 battalions and is commended by a '
Colonel,

.- 11 -

. R
- .
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, T Colonels, Majof Generals and Brigadier Gensrals are afistents to v~ <~ ~ =
. the Cenerel, who is in charge of ome thirteenth of the U, S.3¥1In this con-

. pection, stated that he had heard that Senator Hu of lLa.

was a Generax, Huwever, he was unable to state who had told him, but did

state that Generel Effinger had distributed about $20 worth of Long's

the manbership. — —

S ,;;_::"_‘ M LIST OF OFFICERS AND MEMBERS = .. D : R ?
WERT ’ ” , - T‘I v'f bl ‘. "l-":‘xf-_f;.
?gf,.,,f Dr. Shepard : Bella:lra, Ohio : Organizer and reputed head of Legion SRR
£¢>7"  Claude Sutter " Assistent to Dr, Sherard
Flen Mrs, Dr, Shepara ¥ ® . Sister of Dr. Shepard and head of
) woman ‘s auxiliary o
§., .. Bert Effinger Lima, Ohio - Major General, in charge of all ter- '
M v ‘ L ... . ritoty -Lima,0, to west coast, ' -
" "y - Jaek Frankhouser " " -, Major and body to Effinger = . o M
 Charles Hertzog ™ " ?; "% lat Lieut, sold 45 sutomatis to Carter ., .°
0. L. Boyd " " Intelligence Squed, works at Lima, _
News ag & foreman; News is only paper
. in Lima,
Mei Nevergall Unknown Captain
mar
iy - s-#m =
_-.:_f;,wa Guy‘xtrtnger T 'Li.ma. Oh‘.o Lt. Colonel, son of General Erfinger ﬂ;‘:_
. ""Lg,.;:m A SRR B BEREE --‘;-;S - apd travelling timekeeper for FERA.
‘¥rank Barber Unknown  Colonel
Harry Tapscot near Lime - Lt, Colonel; meetings are held on Lhis
farm several houses containing dynamite .
Peta are lncated here, Supposed to belong )
A . to a Mr, Jones, & hardware man,
# (?) Rodaburger not known Captain
i .
:_._4_.5_' ' Russell Croft Lima, Ohio Major, travelling timekeepar for FERA
i L. E. Doty Lime, Ohio Major, Principal of Jefferson School.
L3 T
g Homer Taylor  not known Major
g;;r"""!ﬂf?ﬁﬁ%”“ """ Lima, Ohio Ceptain
K Wn, Leffler not known Major Lo
48 _  RayClemens . Lima. Ohio . . Captain, bodyguard of 8 L.
R B ml:llbur shorritta . *2_', ‘.. ,..Ceptain and nenbor of §intelligence Squad - 3
. iz PR WL N A Rl R v
:’9 " " ",m Aroh'rr. ,-In-Q " - _«%;_,q"‘ Ay "’i% Li.t.. 'Ol‘kl fOl‘ m 3 e G‘. It "”:F&:-‘g;;
g?t;‘“" “"Bob Roush © ' % ~ ' *® ¢ %= :Captein, FERA timeke f L g R
' i_.:; - Roy Hoover e " Lieut., janitor, 210% W. Market St.
R Cransom McClure not kmown /"_ﬁ-" a-)
Homer Mur_ry ,,,.Lima. ohi,o. ... VERA smployee . . . .. . .



W .Toh.n Parkins %7 Lima, Ohio
i it w30 e, ot T e e

-

Ed, Dubler ‘ .. "
Ralter Jackson " "
Painter A S
Ed. Wise . w )
l?l Joseph ;,,‘ e e T .
. iy o T e "'," o ‘_i_“";s.
B.oy Diltz Loo. ¥ " Political contact man "
Ward Teylor . J Chief of Police, Lima, O.
(?) Sloan Sidney - General, employee State Highway
Dept., supposed to sign all ;
BLYE death warrants of errant members.
‘%"":""" T T Ball Zimeman " Lima, O, Former FERA paymaster L
i’-‘::,..-, e, '; Glen Webb “iuw . ®>. . . Present FERA peymaester - St :
mpgeate oo Dick Adems oo . Employed by FERA g
BN (?) Marsh * = “ e .
44, Ed Worthington - - " » ® ag janitor
'fz_.:u;,l*'i _ I.. M, Neal " " " ®* % ap door watchman
e AN Lm . | |
vﬁi:':_wr._h"w'ﬁfi‘_'.r-r' s“mt G&llgh e ~' : ' vt " st b » S DR .
- “(?) MoGtnngs - i@ em oo ® W W pight mam oo Te L R
(?) Riley I ® ® * 4p transfer office
By (?7) Simone - hd " w " Electrical foreman .
ffﬁ - Amy McGinnis Lima, Ohio " = " as nurse (aux'lry lodge} »
B - :
Ty . Mrs, Shafer ® = ' - - " telephone switchboard
o S ., {4n aux.lodge)} .
A%y MEETING PLACES in LIMA, OHIO ;
¥ »
"‘1* : i Ford Dence Hall, Findlay Rd and Sugar St.
. Order United Americen Mechanics Hall, N. Mein and Wayne

Ku Klux Klan Hell, Jfouth Central St.

132 E, 5th - only a oompany meeting place. , : :

-Tapscot Faym, iellerontaino Rd., 5 miles sagt of Lima, o,' _‘“‘,'“" *
: g‘: :chl_ P.O. Blds-. s ,44 uded by the FERA at present; ! PRa

i i Sianranat v '..-eeti.-:gs of FERA- e.'npls:ﬁs. _
. ;cridersvine TounmJ. 7 miles south of Lima,: o.,uﬁw&& a. m-"=
. “ber,) {
S
% . f
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g “There are not stated meotinge' same are celled by thi
their will and the word is pessed around by mouth. The on
" members kept ie that in the posscssion of esach Captain: ie,

the members of his company.

fficers at
roster of
~of

g LT llowing addresses were Ob¥HIned by agent from Mr, Cordrey,
AN T stated thet they were the return addresses on mail that hed been

% “recently received by ﬁ-_"* .Wff“vﬂ';. “ L ,\, v g s
o F o : -_.; Ry RIS PR ) ‘ L
oy . 521 North. county Lipe St.," Fo:toria, ohto- - -
%,m 1716 Richardson S5t. Ft. Wayne, Indiana
Ro, Y LS ' 37 Campau St., NW Grand Rapids, Mich.
ET 1810 Munsford Road Toledo, Ohio
Gt American Progress Pub- @ '
- lishing Co,, . . -~ New Orleans, la,
Georgia Ave., - _ . Bowling Green, Ohio L e e
. _Box 828 Vot T Columbus, Chio ST e s % Lae
Indiana Avenua "Detroit ‘Michigen - TR T e et
¥ 3 H. S. Kemsell, - S R e
"‘T?;. 1og Kebin Kamp, Cadiz, Ohio
’«»:R 319 Stearns Avenue Deshler, Ohio
E

s
w

... UNDEVELOPED IZADS:

"'’ The CINCINNATI, Ohio, office will at Columbus, Ohio, ascertain to - i
'*ﬁ'*“" ‘whovn Box 828 is liatod and endesavor to escertain that indjiwicual's con-*  ~
Y. ¥ nection with instant orgenization, if any. It is zuggested that this in-

vestigation be conducted in a discreet manner, as members will not talk

if epproached directly.

A

s
3

s?: ) The CINCIKNATI, Ohlo, office wlll at Bellaire, Ohio, erndeavor to
% g‘,‘gi;. asceriain the identity of Dr. Shepard and Mr, Claude Sutter, reputed
‘\‘ ~ heads of the Black Legion, end condust such other investigation as they
M:“ deem advisadble. ST

? At \ . '

B The DETROIT, Michigsn, office will et 15877 Indisne Ave,, Detroit,

%”" azcertain the identity of the person who sent Bert Effinger mail from
ps with 8 view to escertaining whether or not the Black Legion
aa a completely squipped machine gu.n outfit in Detroit,

The DETROIT, Michigan, office wil) at 37 Campau St. y G K

.asoertain who - 13 lending Bort Errnnger, of Lima. Oh:l.o. mai Lrom. that .

\..," «,1,,.,5 R B . S v

= address.’ ~ .
RS

ﬁfmrnm “hdna nfﬂ S wrd 11 wnf\n'ﬁ{n“n 'hﬁ 'In-g-#lne‘- N

TR T TR AR NFAAEE W AD ADERAN AP | vu.l.v. 'v-navv Whdeds WiV 'vn'*‘\

Lhie 1ur*1tity of the members of the Department of Iustice, who 2%
{0 be members of the Black Legion. '
- PENDING~ -
: Pl
, - 14 - ey T
”g #
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Mr. Devykman ...
. ‘ » (\ r_!hichcrk ..........
Federal Bureaw of Indestigation pf e I s

il S, Depnriment of Justice

Finshingion, . .

e cwMEEE. gung 12 1935

A -
Ve, Colty oo

- MEMORANDUM- #OR-THE DTRECTOR

* )
Res BLACK LEGION; f o
!

//9 NIGHT RIDERS;
'7§%ULLET CLUB -~ M¥iscellaneous

-

The Buresu was requested in a memorandum from Mr, William
Stanley dated April 15, 1935 to conduct an investigation concerning

an organization known as the Black Legion, allegedly exlsting at Limas,
Ohio., This matter came to the attentlon of the Department through

Mr. K. P, Aldrich, Chief Inspector, Post Office Department, Washington,

D. Ce.

Investigation conducted by Special Agent C. E. Smith of the
Cleveland 0ffice disclosed that the Black Legion is a secret organi-
zation, originally formed prior to the Revolutionary War for patriotic
purposes. The order subsequently disbursed, was re-assembled after
the Civil War, and was recently again organized for the purpose of
protecting the country against the various "sorts of isms" in the
Government. It was ascertained that a Mr. Bert Effinger, commonly
referred to as General, is the head of the organization ¢t Lima, Ohio.

.Former members of the Black Leglon advised that membership
in Allen County, Ohic had grown to about three thousand; that the -.. -
organization as originally planned was of a patriotic nature; but at
this time is distinctly revolutionery and is designed to obtain
controel of Governmental agencies. It i3 also stated by former members
that about BO per cent of the employees of the local Federal Emergency

Relief Administration are members of the organization. Mr. Bert Effinger

is reported to have stated that sixty or seventy employees of the De-
partment of Justice are members, and that after a rumor had been spread
that the 013 Post Office Bullding wis going to be destroyed by the
sa-Pepartment of Justice man from Cineinnsti, Ohlio had conducted

obtained as to this matter. _ ~N
W 7397 -4

an investigation. Effinger is alleged to have reported that the "Ageni"
was about to join the legion. No further or definite on was

O (D Al

LY ]
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- Meno for the Director . - r—-—» :

e -

Information was slso obtained that the legi®g has a fully
equipped company of machine gunners and a battalion offmembers equipped
with Army rifles at Detroit, Michigan. 4 .45 caliber Codermttomatic

"plstol was obtained from a former member of the legion who is alleged
aye received it in a raid_on_certain Catholics located in another
county. The serisl number of this gun was mutilated and efforts are
being made by the Bureau to ascertein the number so that the origin

PR R S T I
TOereol miy Dbe ANOovil.

It was learned, upon the resignation of members of this
organization, that they and their families were harassed and
threatened by the organization.

The Blatck Legion is organized'in degrees known as the
Foot Legion, Night Riders, Black Knight, Armed Guard and the Bullet
Club. It is to be noted that the activities of the Bullet Club

....... Y o mwmral aan ) Ter o wmoarswd

came W T.u.l:l a.uu:.nu.on U.L tm:.' Luleaul .I..El NUVEWUUTI y .I.7J4 Uy o 40puily

of Post Ofiice Inspector J. F. Cordrey who alleged a plot was being
formed to destroy the Federal buildings. The plot was allegedly di~
rected agalnst the Federal Emergency Relief Administration by dis-
satisfied Communists. Investigation by Mr. Cordrey revealed that the
rumors were unfounded; taat an unemployment league known as the
Bullet Club was engaged in a dispute involving religious questions.

The ihvestigation of this matter is proceeding to determine

the truth of the statoments concerning the membership of the Depart-

ment of Justice employees and to determine the origin of the +45
caliber Colt automatic pistol.
Respectfully,

A. G. Berens.
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61-7398-9

ﬁith reromoa to t.he nenorandun of l-’lr. Smlay
dated April 15, 1935, which pequosted an investigation
regarding an organisation kmovn as the Hlack Leglon, ale
herewith cne -opy of the report of Specisl Agent J» D,
A 1Y wm. ta prompu; fnmhhed with copj.cs or
farther roporta in this matter.

Very truly yours,

J ahn Edger Boover,

Tt
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leged to be in existence at Linma, Ohlo, there is. forwarded’
mnni.nghnn, dated at Detreit, Nichigen, on June 24’ 1935. o
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-;;Q§onm5orrAcrs:3*‘ w.Tohn Fo.Scendahl}’ 16877, Indiana'kvenue,remplDYQ

E?': ?‘ Employers stete good worker with good recoird
g 3 in that concern; born Sweden, naturalized Amer~
‘ " ican eitizen. e
# Lot ;“A‘;."""j‘."‘“'n g - B e cewt L ape L0 a ; . .
- |, REFERENCE: ,'.;,., Report of Special Agent Cy E» Smith, cleveland e e

" 1nterviewed end he stated that he would cooperate thoroughly in the

edvigsed that Peul H. Davis resided in the lowar apartment; that he has

e *:::‘::“.: i ran o |
6/24/35 6/5,10 14/55
S e e e cmmmorw
L MISCELLANEOUS = Gonfiential
J J’:J:-: /w _ﬂ_/u 7 /r’)ffji
PR b W Ty A

gt g <Americen Blower Company, Detroit,.Michigan, “\' .. =~ '

.5:" u . . N rra.g»'.-_--?‘: F Y

o
I
. R A4 e u."r_ L7y oo ddb s A B

‘ . The premises at 15877 Indiana Avenue were viewed by this
ol ~»wr1ter,annd it _was ascertained that,jhis is a modern two-familyvdwelling R

lmuse. e ﬁu‘.

-,-t-vi2 LA

' ‘f&l‘.__}r ":}'}"t"'.u-o .

Lt e 4“?*“[At the.Palmer;Park Postal Station,'W1lliam stewart wag -

-

matter and have the mailmen delivering mail to the above prenises make
a discreet inquiry es to the occupants thereof. MNr. Sewart subsoquently

resided there for the past three years; thet he is employed with the

Michigan Title Compeny, is married, and is of the Roman Catholie Religion,

Mre Stewart further advised that John F. Scendahl has resided in the

upper flat for a period of approximately 60 days; that this men is of -
Swedish nationality, 1s & naturalized Americen citizen, and is employed

at the American Blower Company, Russell Sireet, Detroit. This man is

of the Lutaaran Religion. Due to the nature of this investigation and

DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES - *. '
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, Anvestigated . .
further .

-

At the American Blower Company, 6000 Russeli Street, Mr.
Abel , executive, was interviewed, and he stated that bir. Scendanl bead
been employed by that concern gsince epproximately last January; that as
o knew he was a good workereHe stated that Mir. Kone was in
charge of the employment records, end edvised that this man bs inter-
v viewed, 'Mr. Kane upon being interviewed stated that Scendehl wes hired
Y. through’ the Engineering Department about the first of the year; thet
wsic . according to the records he was born April 21, 1898, is married and has
: no children but is et the present time supporting his mother., The
T records further showed that he was five feet six inches in height, 1358
pounds, wes naturalized June 16, 1924; that he was born in Sweden; that

‘* he owns realty valued at $6,000 with a $3600 coverage; and that he is 1
o a member of the Lutheran Emmnuel Church. This man's prior employers
Feh

1916 to -1919+= Gorbensen Axle Company, Cleveland, Ohio T
1919 to 1920 - Eaton Axle Company, Cleveland, Ohic T
1922 to 1934 -~ Dohlstrom Metallic Door Company, Jemestown;

and that he has been employed in his present position since Jemuary ls,
1935, A notation appears oa the record to notify Mrs. Carl Stolpe,
15335 Roaselewn Avenue, Detroit. In conclusion kr. Kane sdvised that

;':‘.ﬂ:“ this man'a immediate euperior is Mr. Polk. N
A . A  r. Polk upon being interviewed stated that this mem is . o
- apparently a good worker, bonest, conscientious; that he never speaks T

R wildly nor has he shown communistic or radical tendencies; that he is -

, 4 apparently 0pen and above board, Mr. Polk further stated that this

SR man's duties at the company ars those of & draftsman, and that the cam=

N pany is very well satisfied with his work. Mr. Folk advised that he N

would make discreet inquiries in an attempt to learn further information
ebout this man's home life.

In all of the sbove interviews it was carefully explained
U o the employers of Scendshl that he was not implicated eriminslly in
ey any wey end that in all probability this man was not the one about whom -
C - Etormation was sought. As report of reference requests that this
1 (3 )

oation 4l’ml mede discreetly,-no further contsots were made,
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Hichards Storage Warehous, Transfer Lines,
¥, Co Oldham, Munager, and Marion Keller,

Secretery, unasble to give any olue as to

the identi-y of person writing to Bert .
..Bffinger. of Lims,~Ohio. They have many-epme ' == s
ployeea, and Manager Oldhem will attempt- tuﬁ
.“locate’ the_one correaponding with Effinger..’ *“i:';“,(-'\?

by :lnqu:lring of ‘thex under. the . Pretonse. that—rmaet
" mail has been returned from Bert Effinger
to 37 Campus St. ‘

... Repart of Special Agent G, j:. Smith, ML s
£ AT clevoland, .01110' 5/24/35,, 1 :
RO AN o &1“' Fadnn L : 3w ‘“'":.“’.‘."'.

gl Y o . "” iy, "r o
Lhprnlushil s 200 camm K " WTCHTG.

Agent located the address of 37 Campus Street and‘ found it
: to be the office entrance to the Richcrds Storage Warehouse and Transfer
:nmu. Lines. Miss Marion Keller advised that they ewployed approximately fifty
f ‘persons and that they were all away at the time this Agent called, but that
*-)-—-:)aho could not give any idec as to the person writing the letter,

Xren, Mr. F, Cs Oldhs:n, the manager, later appearad, and he ad~
:?:.z - vised that he had had soms trouble with labor leaders from Detroit attempt-
a ... ing to organize his roroe and that he was continually on the .look out for
Yo , C .
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‘anything that mey cause trouble with his 1rborers. He was
give any clue as to the possible identity of the person writing to
d ‘ nger at Lima, Ohio, but-edxised that he would injuire emong
“his employees, advising them that mail had been returned fron Bert

\, ‘“:féﬂffingar to his office sddress. Mr. Oldhem was Vvery go-operative with
¥ ggent end essured him that he would mske every effort poagiblextq learn . .-

W

- the identity of the person writing the letter.

UNDEVELOPED LEAD:

The DETROIT OFFICE et Grand Rupids, Michigen, will
again contact F. C. Oldhew &t 37 Campus St. at an early date to ascer-
tain from him if he has any jpformation as to the {dentity of the
" person writing from that address 1o Bert Effinger st Lima, QLio.

r
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mnoom wHICH MADE: :R.IPOR?,?A‘E!(' :
216-29»35 and... | . oo
?- 3-35 W. L. BUC

CoEo

" acquainted with DréiShepard; that be
had known him for some fifteen or twenty

years and considered him more or legs
regeerd. i SR
First National Bank state . pard '

Y.r.was a'*hig wind ‘jammer*; that he

4

on ‘ 12 officer for tho
T elty of” Bellaira. 0., that ho had kuown
him several years but considered him ham-
less; that he was of the opinion Dr.
Shepard was a dope addict, Supt, of Mails
Colunbus, O, advised there is no post of-
fice box numbared&?.& at Fost Orrice
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Report or‘SpeeiaJ. Agent C. E. Smith, dated .
9=24-35, Cleveland, Ohio.

AT BELLAIRE, OHYO.

L A—
Bellaire, Ohio who advised + Sbhapard
.. .for the past fiftesp or twenty years; that several years

ago I, Shepard was mixed up with the Klu B:lux Klan andli
nemed to talmz&gnf___ that Dr,-. %
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.Shepard retained a large box ir the post office but rarel receiv-

ed any mall other than monthly billa; that on several occasions while

Lo talking with Dr. Shepard the Doctor would state how he hated Cetholics

- ki Loreigners and that they-sheuld be run out of this country; that
0D One occasiaon, severel years ago, Dr. Shepard made the ,remark that.. Lo

he was going to blow up the First -National Bank Building.in Bellatire o

¢ .bacause the president of-the banic had been lending money to foreigners: -
_.Hﬂatated that he paid little attention to this atatement -
%8s ew LUr. Shepard was a boastful telker and he knew ae didn't meen

what he amid,

Agent contacted Mr of the
Firat National Bank, Bellaire, Ohio, who stated that d known Dvs . .- C
u» w .3 Shepard practically all ‘his 11r3~ ‘that he ceme from & good femily who
. had lived in and around Bellaire for the past thirty or forty years; - -
15,1'.11&.1'. Dr, Shepard had always been a big talker and was at one time oon~ .-
nected with the Klu Klux Klan, .several-years ago but that he had heard
nothing of the supposed organization which Dr, Shepard is now supposed
to be organizing; that it was the general talk about town that Dr,
Shepard was a big wind jammer end no one paid much attention Yo what he

had to =say.

e e ekt s S i1,
uns,a o stated he had known Dr, Shepard for several years; that Dr, ™ .y i

]

_'}_}Sbapard was now employed as city health éfficer for the oity or Benuire -*“ L

" 'Ohio; that he kmew Dr, Shepard was comnected with the Klan sevesral years

<oy ago but that he had no recen about Dr, Shepard orgenizing
" "~ a searet organization thora.*etated that he had heard Dr.

- Shepard on several occasions cuss the Catholies but that es he had known

him for several years and kne he was ha.mless he paid no attention
to what he had to say. stated that several yesars ago when the
Klan had their meetingaswhi.ch were held out in the country, usually upzon

ORI some high hill that some of the members would choot off bombs or loud erack-
‘ ing fire crackers and also light up a large red cross; that he had heard
A% nothing of this until about three weeks ago at which time a band of gypsies
A were camping & few miles from Bellaire; that about midnight one night some-
. Zr ' one shot orr several loud bomba end scared these gypsies into leaving the
; ' ’y; that he had heard that Dr. Shepard was the instigator of this,
- . but oouldn't say of his own knowledge. -

.
LS

| o

+Dr. Shapnrd 1s"desaribed as being:

&&gw‘yg < w‘:f'fu‘s ;*v ',Y% »

S Height: .; .

AR PTE Weight:

Mustache: Smooth shaven

Bair: Dark

Complexion: Dark c
L ~ Marital Statua: Varried; one daughter . . . .
L ' . 12 yoars old; . - ren
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) _atated that there was mo Mrs, Sheperd in - .

L Bﬂ-l.llln. m“ pr. bnepnra nacl a BIB‘DOI‘ 'nOBB nama iz Jenny mepara,

‘. Jeuny -Shepard was comnected with the Women's Auxiliary of the Klu Rux T
Klan _sov_eral years ago; that she was ebout 40 years old.

Agent made inquiry at the post office as well as at
the eity hall but was unable to locate Claude Sutter mentjoned in refer-
-ente report as being an aaamtant to Dr. Shepard. Claude Sutter is
unkno'n in Bellaire, Ohio." ' _ e

- - -
[N R TN
h {

-.:‘?'.-;;_,'5 T The ro]_lowing 1nvestigation was conductad by Special :
s Agant F.o Ko Thornton, ECR _ s

AT COLUMBUS, OHIO.

Agent contacted H, R, Burchfield, Clerk in the office of
- the Superintendent of the Mails, Columbus, Ohio, who informed egent that
’i‘*& ., there ‘i no post office box numbered 828, Mr. Burchfield took agent around .. .i..
%‘r’\ﬁif‘ =40 the BGI aau‘v'-‘saﬁ and 'n'hn-as:‘ that for purposes of cmvﬁninnnn in’ -n'nf'lp_g ." ..-‘ A
3i.% rthat the'smaller boxos are arranged at the top and the larger boxes are' '« i ..
¥ arrenged down low and that in the series of boxes that the numbers hetween Dol
' 825 end 831 are omitted. -

If any matl were sent to this box number at Columbus it
oould mot be delivered and would eventually go to the "dead letter office.”

e

e —BEFERRED UPCN COMPLETION TO OFFICE OF ORIGIN.
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-. O.EILALK 1"GION

LISCELLANEOUS - M

) ————
mrion-’xenerg adﬂaed «that Munagatr* ** N ,S@{m
" 0ldhan had~baen—unable-to-find. out ... AR A

identity of Person sending mail
from 37 Campus Strest in Grand Raplds,

o

Michigan, to Bert Effinger zt Lima, - -'_‘--

Ohio. Will notify Detroit Office if ﬂﬂg,f. R

information is received. %§

; CRE R e & "

) e o il ) b ‘ g‘,““s*_g; L N T ';"‘; ki\&i
% |REFERENCE: Report” or spec:al-Agent Co -8B, smthwﬂﬂgﬂ 5'9 T
Sl Clevelsnd, Ohio, May 24, 1933, 3‘{" _
o B Report of Special Agent 5. L. Forten- X2
g" S berry, Dotroit, “dchigan, July O, 1858 ggﬁ‘g
RN ) . . < e L
W2 (DETAILS .;.,._ e an e AT GRAND RAVILG, MICE’IGM .
S R ey e ey T g gt
o ; 3 "'*«-w- X210 -the n'hn-mnoa nf Mr“"fm C 01dham Ma:nion Kaller was

i!

F $‘ e
d and’ aévisad *bhat w“’*’bldhmn had' beenﬂunable to ascer‘bain the~:.|.den

Is8l f"*"“contactad an
".“_ ~ tity of the person writing to Bert Effinger at Lima, Ohio, and- giving Tl

“;7' % V" campus Street, at Grand Rapids,

: & 3’3
=

uld be immedietely notified in case they

e '?‘ -‘adviaed that the Detroit Office wo N
~ ‘peranse ghould £ind the identity of persos ucing that sddress as & return address in
33\ % corresponding with Bert Effinger. 17 inforwation should et any time be sent
R B to the Detrcit 0Office, the Cleveland Office will immediately be furnished
gl with same, .

Y
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Michigan, .s the return address. MNiss Keller
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Feans o , LLET CLUB -~ Mlscellansoust
_ o Sontidentint

s *’ b “The Buresau: file in the above entitled.case
'i,-lndicates that this cage is not, rece1v1ng prompt'xnvesnlga—

Dear Sir:

Th1s mattar should be placed in line for early
investigative attention and you should submit a report to
: the Bureau at the earliest possible date. ..
r i ‘ APPROPRTATE AGENCIES

i Very truly ;vours, , AND FT D OFFICES

ot e mT ww

e . RO -

John Edgar Hoover,
Director. o
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-'-Michigan State Pol'ice arrested three ‘meimber sy M @* ’ fn,v sl A2
of Black Legion after meetins held 8/19/35 nemr -~ Rl T
Adrisn, Michigan. Concealed weapons, flack - ‘
gowns with skull hoods found in their$Efssession.

County Prosecutor, Adrian, Michigan, ﬁ'ates he - i
will prosecute on charg,e of carrying cd_i.cealed ‘

Tt e € arap we&pons‘ iyt [ AV -Pﬂ.‘ c- ‘sé E \J’?U,1 B

v

et

- = o . H L . R A

PRNSERY . S A [EE L e ,-,r"’J'- Lo o iy LTk,

R 8 *, T - e TR T __‘ S PR - - S TR R, o
«_.A-‘-..A“} Ix FE e a_\*h,.' o . B . B S [

"E‘DEI‘AIL@“"" T CMhis J.nvestigation was made in response to the request
' of County Prosecutor L. B. Kuney, jidrisn, liichi:san, who
advised that the Michigan State Police had arrested three men carrying \@

A
ol BB

P

concealed weapons end who claimed to be members of the Black Legion.

EACT

&“ In e preliminary disc.ussion with .:ergeant G. W. Waterman
hg,rg, f thﬂEt'&atbLansing, .Michigan,: State Police,' Sheriff Fred seger, COunty

TN
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< ¥py’Mr. Kuney.~ For ‘some months“en organization known'as the Black Legibn, kL

*: which has its mein supporters in Detroit, m.chig as he.‘}.d meetings

" in and around Adrien, Michigen, for the purpose- ‘oi“’atd,ing, this section q
of the country in its state wide and national org,anuatioré © The meetings & .

are held in the open air, out on praizies t‘r clgari 240 111 the woods, away RB

from the main highways. The meetings :are Beld:if he. beLinnine; of

: derkness until midnight. The police wete .ld ‘{trxmt a‘Jneétlng was to be o

.o held on the night of August 19, 1935, &Ra they 3wm&od B car after the R

s e b 0 .
moeting and ssarched the occuprnts and vé}‘ uﬁwa. '"beiug questiuuod. .

The State Police took the following men Thto custody: Elsworth S.

- Shinabery, 1576 Pasudena Avenue, Det1‘°01t Michigen, ege 40, occupation

, mechanic,?ggrd Motor Compeny, Badge #Céllé, married, 5 feet &, inches,
T g o T

e

b,

o h‘-‘v”é&"‘ s
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enue, Detroit, =

pounﬂa, er m:,..a.ndre a.rtin J’r., 5064 Ridgewood
feet 63 inches,

“Michigan, age 44%cupation clerk, not employed, single,
140 pounds; Roy }/4'Hepner, 2205 Wes’o Kuclid Avenue, Detroi}, liichigen,
sge 46, occupation metal finisher, Paige factory, 5 feet 1 68, -

160 pounds, married; sall men cla.lming to be American born citizens.

; ' The following is fe™Eportant property taken from the
automobi.le of the e.bove men and held at the Sheriff's orfice Ad.rian.l_-,

l .58 oalibre Colt Police “Positive Special revolver, f}_é_flaﬁﬂ——

' 1~ 6121 German Luger Automatic Pilstol, mark Gesicherti, with
attached dsgger and scabbard.

3 Black gowns with hood for hdad bearing skull snd cross bones.

There werse alsc various printed instructions similar to army instructions
as to how Lany men were composed in a platoon, company, et cetera TL ere
‘were orders for mobilization and plan.; of attack. Mr. Kuney rtated o
the men edaitted the suitcases belonged to them but not the contemts; - -, I+
“ that the guns =nd other equipmsnt were packed and merely handed down N
" to them by higher officials whom they d@id ‘not know; that’these articles * -
were for the purpose of holding the meeting. They admitted carrying

the concealed weapons but insisted that they did not own them. There

was also an =2ddress book in which was listed one Harry Davis, 7785

Ferdinand Street, Detroit, Michigan. This individual was arrested on
* aco . August 14- 1955, at Detroit, Miichigan, charge carrying concealed weapouns,

s wueet ing, Black Legion, Detroit, Michigan, This was reported 1n the oo
Detroit Qapers a, :tew days barore thls mvestigation. N ;

!—\' M T"m’" e oL ‘

A prospectiva Black Legion member of Adrian, one
informed those present at the preliminary discussion that he
was invited by one of his customers to asttend a worthwhile meeting. )
#tho%ht ho would be taken $0 a cock fight or some such event ot
SN ut found an open air meeting of sbout 30 people, the leaders of which

e were weering the gowns end masks. He explained that it was on the order

f\t ' of the Ku Klux Klan which organizetion trrived some years ago, except
T the purpose of this Black Legion geemed to be t¢ protect citizens in
o uprisings which might develop or those in which the local lew enforce-
'.t‘;_,no; ment officisls would fail to quell or hendle in a proper manner. AS

#7 . _an example, if a negro had raped a white girl the orders from those

E ij""f fhe Black Legion might be such that they would deem it .

[

member have a frun in resdinsess ¢ell thet may cone ‘
part of the state of llichigan. further stated that gaother o

prospective member, one Thomas Heinreich, has been threatgned thet he

\ i a

) ‘mi*mﬂ&m ~for & ride if he does not attend the meetings. ;. Neither " - { BN

. *nor :Heinreich would become members end refused to sfgn the secrei - = e
o W v

advisable to J%ﬁch the negro; therefore, it s necessary that every

Nttt
Ty a ith their own blood which the commandsr of the Blac ired. - """'P“?
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All members are given a bullet which is a tokan of memb hip, and
te aro - to conducf‘%ﬁémselves 80 -th will never be rdkcessary for .
_the officials to ask fcr its return.mutated that h@® was told
~he would not be required to do any of the tough jobs as tlse jobs are
handled by men imported from Toledo and also from Detroit. .

Y After this preliminaxy discussion, one of the men
7garrested Andrew Martin Jr., was called into the meeting for guestion-
‘{ag. He insisted that he was an American citizen upholding the Consti-
ution of the United States; that he had taken the secret oath- in the Black
Legion and could divulge no 1nfamnation regarding the individuals of "'
the organization. MHe stated that even he did not know who the superior
officers were as the orders caeme down the line siuilar to army orders.
He further stated that their main objective was to combat communism,
‘which was sweepin~n the cantry; that their oath in becoming a member

of the Black Legion was only a renewal of their faith in the United
“8tates Government and upholding the principles embodied in the Consti-
;tution of the United States., As enexample he mentioned that we ere all

‘5'(1-: Y

*i years ago had to take. things into their own hands at Boston, Massachusetts,
which resulted in the Boston tea party. He svated that within the last

two or three years communism has become rampant throuszhout the United
States and it was &gain time for the red blood of .merican patriots to
take things into their own Lends. :

'If".'.

s. ' .. - Martin stated that he had not worked since 1928 and keeps.
L;“xhousa for.his mother; tha+ moat of the members were.of the working class

- and dignity in the United Stetes. At this point Lgent infomed County
. Prosecutor Kuney and Sergeant watermen privately that he would submit
- the serial numbers of the guns for tracing. ZKuney stated that he would
commence prosecution on charges of carrying concealed weapons.

This report is for the inforustion of the orfjice of origin
which office is conducting a confidentiel investigetion into the activ-

ities of this organizetion.

UNDEVELOPED LEAD3: Ths hew York Office at HARTFORD, COWITLCTICUT, will contact
the Colt Firearm Company and trace the ownership of the

county Prosecutor L. B. Kuney and obtain the dlSpOSltiOn this cose

and any other pertineqt.inrormation that was obtained thr
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”vmor people ‘end respectable ‘citizens.and were interestad in preserving or@er
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i--m:YNOr*s:s oF Facrs: - -Informant edvises state committee recently ,,1._;_2
“ :4* S - investigated relief conditions in Lima '
and received complaints about Legion,
T Armed guards, members of the Legion.__ to .. 'iL_
' bs at polls on slection uuy. R P PN,
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Report of Specisl Agent C. E. Smith, Cleveland,
Ohio, dated 5.24.35,
mrﬂihﬁ “;miclﬂs t/f N A
."._ R Ty ' Amr q‘“ :!.G 't - . L "(?’
ol pnsd p S e |
e , ) R ELIP{S) cg, Z - - _:f....a-n--'!' 4 '
I . AT LIMA, OHIO ‘ DAtE
R yr. Y, ... ; .t v owed -
'1:; ~ ‘end advised that recenHy a committee ?rom the slate legislature had been 3
"~in Lima, Ohio, investigeting relief conditioms in Allen County and that
during the investigation George Armstrong, a resident of Lima, and self-
- . confessed member of the Black Legion, had appesred Yefore the committee
) s:-,"' and stated that the Lagion controlled all relief Jobs in Allen County through
| = Burt Effinger, head of the local legion. Armsatrong further stated that dis-.
‘[ eriminetion wae shown in the manner in which relief jobs were issued, especi-
5‘ holtes-and colored workers, '
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e On Auguat 5. Special Agent in Charge J. P.
3-8 letter fro which i8 as follows: -

Lims, Ohio

B.-MacFarland - —— August 9, 1935
".1448 Standard Bldg.

’*‘H!- Em .nn1nnf| Chio
T ok WA Y W A Vahd X ;
A R - : oL B

J@gﬁﬁ’*near 81r.7fqvli',‘. .

"I heve been doing some checking since you were here and have
. found out that on or sbout September 1, 1934, there ware some guns

. stolen from the Allsan Co, Historicel Society, located 1n Memorial

. Hall, cornper Elm. and Elizabeth Streets, of this city. .

"Am Hnﬂb.l | o) at tha num ara of thasoe sunsg aa +hawra 4 nn T ] ! T
R e MW v U Al UL A & WA Vil I puUey G U.HEJ.U o . 2

»f;‘ recOrd or ‘that kind kept, but did obtain the make of the guns taken, - AL

and holster; one Germsn sharpshooter's Mouser pistol; one American

officer's plstol {Colt); one American officer's 45 automatic pistol;
one D, A. 45 revolver; one .45 Smith and Westun; 2 German c¢lips for
pistol; 2 clips and 65 rounds of .45 ammunition, Thisequipment was
taken rrom the case display of MaJor John H, Blattenberg.

l"'"““.&-“'r"'\;‘ ! 'T 48 myv nnflawn‘-ﬂnf‘{nn +he+i sama mmhnw of +ha "ﬂ'lnn\r"l' - ry
& dly uLLol'Swlilleallag v v' SUIS mSHvoLs vil® oalla 5

i&g‘ plannad to get this equipment, I believe that it will be found tha
w4+ -ome Chas, Hartzog stole this equipment es this man, who is known to be

-;*;! e member of the Black Legion, works et Memorial Hall and could have very
g :
29n¥" easily gotten this equipment,
S
L A *"Have been unable to locate the gun dealer I was telling you 3
about when you were here, but hope to do eo soon. I understand that
* *’-“,;. therae ia 2 man by the name of George Barrington, who is a member of the
f‘.."fi Black Legion, and lives on the northeast corner of Eureka and Jackson
4! Streete, has & 45. automatic Colt and holster which he bought from a man
“ who works at the White Mountaln Creamery, whose neme 1 have been unable ta-
a1 but I understand this man sells ouite a few guns, I telked to Mr,
Bh a_few days ago snd he tells me that a m# of thia city,
-5 ‘you considerable about the maps of fort ation of this country -

Ao
ection booths -~

e, Of -course,.
e had in the ;. -

which Burt Effinger has in his possession, I made a few ing
whether or not the Black legion would have armed guarda at

i this coming election, primaries, and understand they will
'T do not know for surae. but in viaw 6f the fact that thnv h

bt adedh A ) Wy VmY maa Taww Va Vaiem ¥

_ Ned4~i8 ‘Teasonabls to believe they will have this time. §§ believe thet
it you were to come down here ard stay for a day or two we 1d get.this -

11 straightened out, I have been informed that Burt Effinger weeting
. rtimz ago displayed a cerd with several names on it and told the people

-l
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Their religions and that these men-all reported to him
in town, Of course, I realize no federal man reports to
~&.lot of these folks here bellevs everything he says.

&ireetly

fMuat _ellosg and .hope to aee you soon or haar from” you. s

'r'» 1'(

Y g
. e "-*.. M
" J# ',- ’ B ,-—".q-_--i'- i
G - . . /n/

UNDEVELOPED I.EADS

"“ffi""* wi < fhe GLEVELAND OFFICE at LIMA, OHIO, will discrestly interview . -
""r'._”’ﬁ;% *> uaJor -lonn H. blat'*r.ennerg ann anueavor t0 ascer‘caln the numbers OI 'EDB

_gune he had on display et the Allen County Historicel'Soclety and ", .* [z

e The CLEVELAND OFFICE at LIMA, OHIO, will interview Mr.F

%Qld and obtein from him all information he has in his possession relative

u - to maps of fortifications in the p on of Burt Effinger. In this

,‘1;5;* s cnnneotion it is suggested that Mrwgcted through T T
ﬁﬁ; “Wiil also again 1nvernqwqwr B8 purpose Ol Ube - i -
;u,g.g:;& ‘taining if poseidls the cards on which are .the names of various federal ", % .
‘wfie o agents,  Will also ascertain the identity of the individual who is em- '@ 77

A% " ployed by the White Mountain Creamery, reported to be selling guna,

- P ENDING -
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‘}g‘rms Gase omcmn:n AT, i« CLLVELAND, OHIO.

'} | PATE WHEN MADE;: | nman ron wmcu MADE:
e e i - - .

o/11/35 | 9/9/35

J " CHARACTER OF T,

BLACK LEGION . o
.°N1cxﬂ‘ AIDERS - —COHFEDENTEAT

Colt Patent Firearms Manufacturing Compauy

records show that «38 Colt Police Positive
/_)\revolve:;__#160290 sold t¢ Standsrd Bros.

Hardware uorp., Detroit Mich., on March 17,

1926. e gited LT -4’\v - Tt DI
N R S T SN i - ) e
e % T IV v o T R
R SRR AR S wrh, w : 4
*e . - v £ - -rt »

APPROFRYATE acm ; Ly
ARD FIRO OFFICES - -2

da

wler *M- ‘ Report “of Special lgent N.n. Manson, Detrdit, Michigan.' et i
R i dated August 51, 1935

' ¥ i

DETAILLS

AT IIARTFORD, CONNuLCTICUT,

Mr. Robert Gountney of the record department, Colt Patent

X 3 ’ Firesarms Manufacturing Company, 17 Van Dycke Avenue, mdviged that .38 ;
S calibre Colt Police Posiiive revolver, serial No., 160290° (4 inch barrel} !
%, c was sold by the Colt Company to the Standard Bros. Lardware Corporation, . |
's;:: v .
?‘i Sy DO NOT WRITE N THESE SPACES
<1
Ao o /// WLM g ] 27 g [T A e
P Aarar — 4
3 o 1N CHASE SEP 12 1935 :
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'UNDEVELOPED LIaD: :
® w.-e: .- . DETROIT O¥FICE: At Detroit, Michigen, will R
- .ynk. proper inquiry of §tandard’ Bros. ‘Hardware COIps &8 to Ahelr . ;w0
! ,.vaale of 438 Colt’ Police Pogitive. revolver, r:m:r:.’ml* #160290 ke g
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4 . _ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
& THISC cassoarmmm AT mm OHIO ! . NO. 53_5 j JO
DATE WHEN MADE | PERIODFOR | REPORT MADE BY .
WHICH MADE
10/1/55 /| 9/22/35 ' E. H W
- CHARACTER OF CASE -
) ) ~ wm 7" | MISCELLANEOUS - CONFIDEMNFIAT-
3 - ',J (;,.r, . . o J Qe .4_' R --;}, . ‘: ?i» a‘,,:
and both'éf‘Lima,':' ;£ﬁHff}ﬁ:;y7'}h73
o, state that about & yesr and a half agn . '~ 7
they sew & map supposedly of the secret fort- "':;rﬁg*h*j_”#
ifications of New York City and of-the United :’5' ™ i 3
States in the possession of Bupt’Effinger,- . ;v E ﬁf SR {

leader of the Black legion, and that Effinger said”
he was getting the mape through the U. S, Department
of Justice and that they were very herd to get. Nbff
information obtained ' concerning identity of Speciair
- Agents of the U, 8. Department of Justice who are ..
supposed to belong. No informetion eas to identity
of person in White Mountain Cresmery who,js selling

guns to members of Black Legion. Colonel\Luppa.

prominent et City Hall, Detroit, Michigar, supposed ™
to be Bupplying gunad al 80, ‘ APPRC PRIATE AGFWCIE‘ )
~ W e e . ANDFTTNOFINES | R
ST e Pes o ADYTES f*-'r* FTING
s e et e SR ol

[
T TN s
. ol

' pame /0, s A
Report of Special Agent C. E. Smith, Cleveland, Obio, VAT
dated 9/6/35. :

AT LIMA, OHIO

¥ as to what additional informatio e

_f; : instant case other then that contained in his letter to the Cleveland
}n_i“ Office under date of Aﬂirst 9, 1935 end set out at length in the report
T

of reference, Mr, advised that he did not have any additional

M W1n«stati he had not been able as yet to ascertain the
\ ﬂ; : _% M@‘?ﬂl- : DO NOT WRITE IN THREC BPACES . - =
" -:. . e s /j r!-. | ) ’ .
S B A GRN TR e e
) _COMIES OF THIS REPORT , ° iy
SNy B T o P Wl
Y - " o - :”f
i 2 - Detmit - " N 4_':';;

3 = Cleveland
/ s o .\‘.‘6}

{ b, '/j;vy-é:vi

oo
SR R,
AU

LT e
. -.c-;;“ iy



)

#
% 623 )
h-« ..~ identity of the man who is employed at the Jhite Mountain Creamery who

18 reported to be selling guns. He advised that he waswm ‘
:'_nu'l: whera the cards were that cnntainad a list of Feder gents that

< that Major John H. Blattenberg was deceased and it was f kis collec~
tion which he had given to the Allen C storical Soclety, that
various gune were recently stolen. Mr advised thathambelieved
these guns were stolen by & men by the name of Charlez}'{ﬁartzog who is a
member of the Black legion, a known radicel, and he probably stole them
' _o purpose of arming some of thé members of the legion.

_1ocate—ﬂho i employed as a

seen a map of the secret fortifications of New York City ia the possession
of Burt Effinger, leader of the Legion in Lima; thet Effinger kept it
either in & safe in his basement or under the rafters of his home. He
stated at the time that he procured these maps from the U, S, Department
of J'ustice and they were very "hard tc get, it taking as much as eight
months to purloin one.’ He stated that et the time he went into the Legion,

. - ment of Justice who we s and they reported regularly to him when
»* they ceme to town. Mr was unable to give the nsme of any of the
S Agents who were supposed to be members. He also advised that at present
“' informaetion was that there were about 3200 members of the Legion in Allen
o County and they control the relief organization in #llen County.

_ Throus—ASent contacted M:—
vho is a carpenter -in Lima, Ohio, apd who advised that he had joined the -

7, '4 Black Legion about four ycars ago et the time it first started in Lima; .

*.that it was not the outgrowth of the Ku Klux Klan though most of the :
o ﬂ:a of the latter orgenization had become members of the Legion. Mr.

advised that about eighteen months ago he had been to a meeting of
gion in the 0ld Ku Klux Klan Hall in Lime; that et that time Burt
Effinger had posseasior of a map which he said was the secret fortifica-

’f-ﬂ.‘._"—_‘ e tions of New York City; that Effinger stated there were some disappearing
Rt - guns located undernesth the Statue of Liberty. Mr.? advised that it

4_-," required seversl men to hold it up for inspecticn; that when Effinger asked
""_ ‘ him,hto take hold of it he refused becauase he did not want to get
T "framed”. At this time Effinger stated that he got the meps through the
" Department of Justice end it was very herd to get . that often it took
+%° a8 much ac six or eight months to obtein one. Mr. stated that at the
- i ~bocume & member, Effinger was saying there were nine Agents of the

U. S. Department of Justice who were members of the organization, but had
never heard any of the names,

supposed to be-msmbers of the Bleck Legion. He elso§nformed Agmnt ~ .

; ’— who advised xgent thet he had been a member ” | 5
- up until ebout fourteen months ago and shortly prior to tlat time he had

A Brringer had stated there were about sixty some Agents of the U. S. Depart- . |

.
R
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As Agent wa king to Mr-. the neme of "Upps"
. was mentioned. at which Mr advised that the name was aﬁgr“Ul Ers"

.: UU.G J-upps "uuy U'U was WU.A.J. mowa arnnnﬂ 1-\\- r‘i+1r n-'l" ]

. r",'_'..lﬁich:lgan Ea stated he had seen Colonel Lupps on seva
¥~seemed to be the Giie who-was ‘supplying most of the B

™Y
e A E VY

ccasions and R
legion with .. -

Mr.Ewas unable to throw any sdditional IIght on the
present set~up of eglon, but stated there was & city election coming

peahortly and the contest was betwseen the members of the Black legion end
: those who wers Catholioa or were not members in the Legion. L

+

Lt Following this :I.nterview, Agent wes contacted by- :

. who advised that one of the candidates for the office of mayor in the
city election, to be held in the near future in Lime, was Catholic and a
bitter opponent of the Black Legion, and had stated to him that if a
Government men with the proper credentials was to come to him, he hed
enough information to blast the Legion into Kingdom Come. He stated this
ceandidete's neme was William Murphy end he was employed in the local

- locomotive works. On first thought Agent intended to contact Mr. Murphy

“hnt later deamed it advigable that in view of the impending election in ..o

o "'which there eppeers to be considerable strife developing, 1t would be A

~wiser not to contact Mr. Murphy .at the present time since it might involve
the Bureau in & locel political detriment.

Mr.- advised that other persons known to him as be-
ing members wers:
Charles Long, City Solicitor, Lima, Ohlo.
R ..State Representative Meyers, Lima, Ohio. e e
Lieutenant Steen of tha Erie Railroad Police I.ima Ohio. e .

W E .
PP N S Fow, Ll )
L e

o e Mr. *}.eo adviaed that he wes the person who disammed”
the Chief of FPolice o ma, Ward Ta et the time he became a member _
of the Bleck Leglon. He stated that had told him a man by the neme Y

of Joe Louis, living near Lima, who was & former member, would ve able to
give some information.

Agent consulted Specisl Agent in Charge J. P. MacFarland,
as to further steps to be teken in this investigation, since it is apparent
that the only informants developed are those who were members some months
back. It was discussed whether it would not be better to interview Burt
Effinger, leader of the Legion, and ascertain the membership of the Black
Legion and the character of the fortification map he is alleged to have in
posselslon. Agent was advised that in view of the fect the Pureau had )
requested a confidential inquiry, such a proceedure, es suggegted by Agent, - .~
. should be referred to the Bureau for its decision. Anent ormed that,
/- such a referances would be made shortly by letter to the ST

ud P -
» -,",'.‘_-: L)
PN o
".;1{*@""_)\ [
- 3 -

: -;“"&‘ .3""“_.,‘..";' 1, -’f“»w 1;"-!. "‘"&*" e

L - - - \ K

E NS . Lol ,ﬁ_ PRI TR ,.,:..v“ Y ﬁ*m’-%

L. e =T . ﬂ‘hh“‘q aFES o A e Ny 'y """



