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ew Yory, low Yori.

PURSGYAL AND (¢ D2 TIAL

Dircctor,
Federal Bureau of “navestisetion,
washington, D. C.

Lear 8ir:

Thora hes appeared in LI-I-")NARD'{Z.YOHS ' col:

A 1 .
3 i0: {ferences 4o - A) .
several 03CaE 10 reierencs o b7(; bv

hly column that-

in properiy o
HEOIRET CONIN R b TC—
BETITVolvaed

note by an

,  LYONS has magbiorcad i
onid for hif passvpurt; thet
for CRACIZOAILEN nad 1301
avd JAGICLIMIY,  egeativ v oo Lan-g

vic. L

r

in conneetion viiw the prssin: of e $10,000,

attorney in towm:, . . :
- /‘v N R N .= . .

1Faed S.'Z:ates"ﬁ.ut:»z:rmy donn 'F?/pahul BVGHL 1D e . -

anueut Tis and said he was very uen concerned rogerdins the in- Con,

2y g
a0 LY

formation s nDoLring 2 eolunn s

mirht bee 1 teld ¥r. Cakill that oniy '

ESc R lalugly of Investisstion kuow of b'?C b?D
ther than nyself a-¢ I wee ¢ )

leak In the F.E,J.,; that we furniched reports to him under Personal v

and Confidential cover srnd 1 did not ¥now who in his office had

access to those reports. I did tell lr., Cahill that I thought that

if he wanted to ascertain tho sourcs of LYOYS' information he should

call him down and ask him or clse have him appear before the Crand

Jurys R¥CKUED & INDEXED

vonderad vhere vne lealk
ane ar .

TN s i e o e ce e

At thet timo I'r. (ahill stoted tn (Y2ig did Hot. .
think that any purpose would ve served by into riewlhE LYRY /
becauece he did nct believe that he would disclese kis pource of |
information; further that he felt that if LYONS vere oflled
before the Grand Jury he would still refuse te disclose the‘fource
of his inf'ormation, ¥r. Caliill also pointed out that to follow .
such & procedure micht interfere with the pleasant reletdons now” ~
exigting beitween his office urg the press, ' e




Letter to Director 5/24/2¢

I informod Assistant Director E, A. Tamm of Kre
Cahillts remarks in comection with this matter ard Mr, Tamm
later instruoted that I tell Mre. Canill thet the matter hag been
discussed with you ang Jou were of the opinion that it would be
@ very good idea to have LYONS before the Grand Jury in order to
quastion him concerning hie sources of informetion and further
that you reatly concerned sbout the sourds of informa-
tion of ¥ho has been found from time to time to be
in posseasion of a good bit of confidential info ation
it was your suggestion that at the same time
questioned as to his sources of information.

I informed Mr. Cahill of the
that it was your suggestion. At that time Yr. g 31 aiat
that he did not feel that any purpose would be served Véditing:
either of the individuals befors the Urand Jury for the reasoi
that they would undoubtedly rofuse to disclose thelr sources of
information and for the Turther reason that he felt that it woulg
interfere with the present relationship existing with the repre-
sentatives of the press, A :

Very truly vours,

Fo Iy POXiORTH,
Inspector,



607 Y. Se Crurt louse
oley Square
hew York, lis Te

SJhs iy
62-6419

rugust 11, 1939

tions John T, Cahill
United States Attorney
Ue Ba Court House
Foley Square

New York, Ne Y.

Dear Sir:

was in
who was convicted early this Yyear on a charge of
g and was sentenced to five years in the penitentiary.
advised that also being held at the House of De=
ony Kew York City. However, 1t was subsequently ascertained that
Qs transferred to the .tlants penitemtiary on July 14, 1939.

urther informed that MMM cese was handled [07(:’
by Assistant U. S. attorney JOSEPH L. DELAKEY, and the QD =nd

are very close to XH. DELAKEY and were working for a reduce
vion in sentance.

Very truly yours,

P, E. FOXWORTH,
T Special igent in Charge

cc~Bureau
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#Federal Burran of Friuestigation
Hutted States Repartient of Fustice

Ne Yo

New York,

SJD1EL . '
July 25, 1939 L : 1070

62-6419

PERSONAL WD CO%

Direotor
Federal Bureau of Invegtigation

W&shington, D. Co.

Dear Sir:
For the Burgfu's information, during a co nce \
on July 6, 1939, & prisoner in the Federal \01
House of f’eten’cion, New Jork City, edvised Special Agent (a) 7C)
b7C that 8 bondsmen, was interested in Y
& prisoner by the name of who was convicted early U
this year on a charge of counterfeiting amd was sentenced to five \f\r. [ /- :
advised that was being ' bgfc
It has been sub- 5~ s

years in the penitentiary.
held at the House of Detention, New York City.
we.s transferred to the Atlanta ~

. sequently determined that
” Penitentiary on July 14, 1929,
b7 C

ther informed thsa case was
Attorney JOSEPH L \ DELANEY, and that
y

handled by Assistant U, S SEPH | ]
y o QNG 6587y 1555 €5 DELANEY snd Wors working for

2 reduction in sentence, -
. =
Very truly yours, £
E;: ‘. /"
i; P { v ;UM E: -’_ 4“.‘
P. E. FOXWORTH, S PR
Y Speclal Agent in Charge. o
o
o
=+ .
Yl
ke 3/3/ gljuuubﬁ;u e it
1 ; T o ,
~ T { / - 7/

v (ZNDEXED | _

%// L5452 INVESTIGAION
\ AUG 7 193y .
ik 5. DEPARTMBIT OF Justice
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L ;.‘.l:t'v..t .Crt?;'l}

o Mr, peszer:i{.
Ml‘ Luwlor
S My Nn,h 719

) i\lr fll“‘“':.

VCZ: _RMB

chcm Agent mm
IC' !0&. ]” York - © .

- It is do.ma that the Information related

in your ebove-mentioned letter- ‘be brought to the
atteation of Unitod 8tam Attemoy Cahili.

8o

[ COMMUNICATIONS SECTION

e

,Vﬂjtsr_ truly yours,

John Edgar Hoover
MI‘ootor

i

MAILED
* AUG~31939 *

P.M,
f[DiRAL BUREAU ©Of lNVEST'()ATION
U'S. DEPRRTMENT Of JusTiCE

BECORDED CoPY Frpmp 1y /. 7 L,




énny,.,

Albert N whg, did &
bit of smuggths X Jacl%;nny,
Ve o o urns
_ and Gracié“Allen back in 1938, now
wants the quartet to cough up with
the $7,682 he paid in fines, it be-
came known yestérday. :° .- -
Attorneys\for the radio stars an-
nounced they’d move for dismissal
of suits in Supreme Court at 10 .
A. M. today. Bénny and. Burns
paid fines of $10,000 and $5,000,
respectively, in connection with th
smuggling. .
In his suit against the Bennys—
| Jack and Mary—Chapereau seeks
2,131 and interest, charging the
N\sked him to carry diamond a
%ld clips and » bracelet frg
nce. : ;

DaTE3__ A+ X B- ‘NN
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EisOn Opens
for Smuggler

Chaperau Sentence Is
Commuted

Frernt =g jy =0

NEW YORK, April 12.—#)—The

- .| United States Attorney's Office here.

was advised today that Presidept
Roosevelt had commuted to the.
time already served the five-ye}r
sentence imposed - last April ni
-tAlbert N. Chaperau, central figuie|
in a widesprea smuggling'plvot. . !

Chaperauy, a pseudo diplomat, was,‘
convicted as the carrier  of smug-;
gled goods .which wound up in the
hands of. such notables as Jack
Benny and George Burns, the radio
comedians, and Mrs. Edgar Lauer,
wife of a former New. York State
Supreme Court justice.

Chaperau's sentence, while orig-
inally put at five years, already had
been cut by Federal Judge Hulbert,
on motion of the prosecution, to
two years minus the time served
while awaiting trial — which made
the actual sentence about 18
months. His unpaid $5,000 fine Wil
reyiain in' judgment against hi
Benny paid a $10,000 fine; Bu
$8;$00. Mrs. Lauer served -a--{3-
m¢nth jail term.

o

s

S aema



Ui S. Rewards
(Chaperau

Albert N. chapergd,'servmg two
years -in..Federal prison for, jewel
smuggling, today earned his re-

ward for co-operating with the
Government in the case involving
Jack Benny and George Burns,
radlo comedians, and Mrz, Elma
N. Lauer, wife of former Supreme
Court Justice Edgar A. Lauer.
An Indictment against his wife,
Paula Chaperau, was nolle prossed
under authorization of U. S. At-
torney John T. Cahill on the plea

of Chaperau that Mrs. Chaperau
and their 16-year-old daughter
were poverty stricken in France
and would like to return here,

urns and Benny were givenga
susbended sentence and Mrs. Layer
wal sentenced to three months fin
jai

e
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Mr. Telson___ .
Mr. K. A, Tamm__
Mr. Clegg
Mr. Gisvin

Mr. Ledd_
Mr. Nichole

Mr. Roszen

Mr. Traey

Mr. Carson

Mr. Colfey

Mr. Henden

tdr. Kramer

McGuire s
Quinn Tamm_ -

R . R L . \
34 !

February 2, 1943

Wit

27 Ceds
Rew Yok, New York

~ S b

I have for acknowledgment your letier dated
January 15, 1943,

Ploage be advised that Lthe matter referred to
ithisreln was handled by the Customs Services in New York
City, ond i L5, viersfors, suggested you may desire to

comzunicate wilh the Custong Service or with the United
vuaves Attorney's Offics {n New Yerk City, which proesacuted
case, for further deovatls in this regard,

T
"

regrel uivising Lhal I n unable to render

ey s e ol o 4 e e 3
Souoang asgietance In this serd.

Sincerely yours,

o

John Idzar Hoover
Director ’

S A et A i e B i e B e SR e v e
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June 25, 1964
O
JACK BENNY
Born: February 14, 1894
Waukegan, Illinois =~
U % In response to your request for a check of the

O .
~"" files of this Bureau concerning the captioned individual,
# you sre advised that no investigation of him has been con-

- ducted by the FBI.

~ The files of this Buresu do reveal, however, that .
according to mewspsper publicity sppearing in late 1939 and
early 1940 Benny was the subject of a sauggling investfi. .
§at‘<{3 330 a result of which was convic and paid a fine

» .

You may desire to check with the Custbm B&roau,
U, S, Treasury Department, for information concerning this

natter. (54.717)

Original & 1 - CSC
Request Received 6/23/64

,;\ ?&(}_}&' 12 JUN 30 1964

1«:\’7{’; 01

e e
v

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBIL It is the property of
the FBI, and {8 loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be} distatbdted outside your

agency. This is In/stwer to your request for a check of FBI fileg..-~ "

QK%‘ L7202 H

TR ONCURAC P PSP
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ADDRESS REPLY TO
“CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION™

UNI"f*ﬁ"O STATES CIVIL SERVICE CON@SSION HO ReFER TO

- FiLE
BUREAU OF PERSONNEL. INVESTIGATIONS

WASHINGTON 25, D.C. AXD DATE OF THis LETTER

, [

S _;.;ml.'c.u.\/ﬁfﬁemv, Jack (stage rame)

“ememmf DOBs 29l -
"POB: ‘Wauke_g_a;},__ ni,

—~

t

L
WHO'S WHO IN AMERICA, VOLUME 31, 19601961, page 222

E fRadio entertainerj b, vaukegan, Ill., Feb, 1li, 18943 s. Meyer and Emma -
; (Sachs) Kubelskyj ed. Wwaukegen (Ill.s High Sch.j m. Mary Livingstone .

(actress) Jan. 25, 19273 1 dau., Joan Naomi (adopted); Began as : il

violinist, 19123 featured player on vaudeville stage; star in motion

pictures since 1929; radio entertainer since 1932 also on TV as guest

artist and in own programy recent pictures: To Be or Not to Bs, George

Washington Slept Here, The Horn Blows at Midnight. Served in U. S.

Navy, World Var Ij spent summers 1943, Lk, 45, entertaining armed

forces Overseas during World VWar Il. Recipient award for best conw

tinuing performance by a male entertainer Nat. Acad. Television Arts

and Sci., 1957, Splo awaxd. Hom.’ 1002 Norw.ﬂomryi)}:{, _Beverly

Hills, Cal. ST

SII Check - No Record

“af . o

PR/
ENCLOSURE
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Foderal Bureau of Investigation

Records Dnch

' ]: Ncme Searching Unit - Room 6527
: Service Unit - Room 6524
Forward» to Fxl

P S M S AT e Sl S S Y PP X

: Nofxsubirereive References Only
Max : ‘_ References Only

,.Type of Search: Requested L
Resttlcted to Locality of .
Excct Name Only (On the Nose)
[::] Buildup. Variations

Secrcher

Imtials ciiﬁ

FILE NUMBER o SERIAL




Luzust 12, 1684

: y ,]l'2 Y
BIENJLYIN DY S ALBO XKINOVR

AS JACT/SNINY :

 BOHN: HoBnUARY 14, 1894 O p
WAUKEGAN, TLLINOIS e

Captioned individual has never been the subject of
st

an investigation conductied by the ©BI.

The f{iles of this Bureau do reveal, however,
that according to newepaper publicity appearing in late 1939
and early 1940, Benny was the gubject of a smugglingy investi-
gation as a result of which he was convicted and paid a fine of

S 1t
$10,6¢

As the files of the I'BI contain no aaditional pertinent

information conceraing this matter, you may desire to check with

the Customb Zureau, U. S. Treasury Department,for furthar informa-

tion, (54-717)

\O/l C’ (Request per -Social Secretary, White House. )

ad

sach
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e e e e e e et e e o -— —_— W e ———
. N .
OPTIONAL 108 NO 10 3010-10s
uuuuuu 1 EDIMON
Tz

Cix Gtn ©G w0 3?
Reldeen 0

/_/ + UNITED STATES GOVEwWWMENT Mobe

" Memorandum E/

Tvane _.
Gale _ ..

'l‘/ . Mr. DeLoach - bate: 8-13-64 ' Rocer ...

Tavel ...

Trotter ... e

/" / Tele. tior, _ "\‘ H
- Holme: _..__ "

FRONM @ M., %n?/ .
. . Gondy ____.. \_-\

sugjeet: NAME CHECK REQUESTS FOR WHITE HOUSE '

lo7C

requested a check o
Dan Blocker Natha
(Al Capp),

 Social Secretary at the White House ,
ureau liles concerping the following individuals:

3irnbaum (George Burns ch

There are attached 14 memoranda reflecting the rc.ults b}
of these checks. .

RECOMMENDATION: y ,/ '- (/

- That you, Mr. DeLoach, furnish the attached letterhead
memoranda to ﬁ b(7 n ’

Tove
N

14 AUC 25 ¥4

- P ot s

N e s
- P RN Y R

Enclosures (14).-..~; - s
(74

1 - Mr,gelmont ~ Enclosures k o o
1- ohr - Enclosures :
1

. DeLoach - Enclosures -

‘Sg'*) Mr. Evans - Enclosures | e r-
1 - Mr. Rosen - Enclosures \ =7
,‘,\\‘-4 N . " Y ;

e s AUG 20.496¢

2277 IMM:emk ) |
@ G vy p el — o e

s BNAD S ’:,:‘]x
e . N ' oA ""137 ‘l-i\.'{ T, \\,‘;‘; 5 (;.‘1)\ PR
‘ [NTAN RN -

4 AUG 281964 L (
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(Rev: 1-22-50)
. "
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Records E@ch '

) I:: Name Searching Unit - Room 6527
[__Iservice Unit - Room 6524 b
Forward to File F(ev1ew o i

DN bR b

B Regular Request (Anclyticul"Search)
L—_j All References (Subversxve & Nonsubverswe)
- L__1Subversive References Only -

onsubvd/erwe References Only- .

' Main _ ferences OJ
nd 201 M

Type of Search Requested,; i
Restricted to Locahty of
. Exact Name Only (On 4

[::] Buxldup {___I¥ariations

Search
I 7/ T < <
FILE NUMBER  SERIAL
(A5~ 26008
(7K H)
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b1C

Murs. Mildred Stegall

-

Information was re eceived in 1968 that a Czechoslovakian
citizen, who had been 2 member of the Czechosiovakian Communist
Party since 1945, was to visit the United States on the cultural
exchange program in 19388, ’:Ie indicated an intention to visit friends
in the United States included 2mong whom was John Steinbeck.

The files of the Identification Division were checked
and found to contain no adcitional pertinent data concerning the above
individuals.

A copy of this commun{cation has not been sent to the
Attorney General,

Sincerely “yours,

-2 -

NOTRE: Our files reflect that e final results of our name check

concerningmwaﬂ:se.lt by memorandum dated 9-12-63, rather
than 9-4-63 the additional information was developed subsequent to

the prior summary memorandum furnished in 1963.

. Y AT - R NIRRT



June 6, 1972

MR. AND}RS JACK BE

Jack Benny, who you advised resides at 1400 Tower Grove
wmmm has not been the subject of an
vestigation conducted by the FBI. However, our files reveal that
in late 19389 and early 1940, Benny was the subject of a smuggling

investigation which was not investigated by this Burean, and was
subsequently convicted and paid a fine of $10,000. (54- 11%)7

Attached 18 a copy of an FBI Record, Number 3 367 854,
which may relate to Jack Benny. The central files of the FBI
contain no additional pertinent information concerning captioned
individuals based upon background information submitted in con-
nection with this name check request.

Enclosure

A S - bxss "

{\/\,-\ >

NOTE: Per request of Alexander P. Butterfield, Deputy Ass1stant
to the President. 7

g’%ﬁf Qo? * >

Felt
Mohr
Rosen
Bates
Bishop
Callshan

Campbell

Casper <
Cleveland . N /’;
Conrad é/—
Dalbey : - )
Marshall :

Miller, E.S. —

Ponder

Soyars

Walters
Tele. Room —

- 70 7=|¢
‘ EN"LUSURE B

MAIL ROOM[ 1} TELETYPE UNIT{ ] ~SEp e
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~. MR, TCLSON

DO-¢
°© OFFICE OF DIRECTOR MR. SULLIVAN
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGAT.ON MR, MEHH s o
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE NN
Lo s R MR, BRENNAN, €.0. ——
11:C2A% June ¢, 1871

MR, CALL AH AN

MR. CASPER ——— e

MR, CONRAD corm—em

MR, DAL 2V e

v
MR, FEL T ————

&L“‘ tc,-“ foX
ous comcman,

———y the fam

MR. GALE —

MA. ROSEN

MR, TAVEL —

MR. WAL TERS

10:50 2a.in., toworrew,
¢ay, June Stne. "“ney willse
"“Ha ¢ on tour by :

~

ol II’.-cf .LLLCOA Qg

MR. SOY ARS

Lor
Q
b MR. JONES

TELE. ROOM

Tuere wos no request to mect tac
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August 22, 1972

BY LIAISON

. Honoratle Alexander P, Butterfield
o Deputy Zssistant to the President
Tne Wnite liouse

Washington, D. C.

NY g0

o
N

Dear Mr. Butterfield:

S

Reference is made to 7our nare check request ‘
concerning Jim Backus and some other indivicduais. ™
Attached are separate memoranda concerning the
following individuals: Z!

. @)

Jim Backus L

)/7C’ o
2orge” Burns I

) Vince Edwards %

. . - E,‘)'i

Sincerely yours, ///67 iiﬁ

O

L. Patrick Gray, III
Acting Director

v .

-.iclesures (10)

, /7/ TN
NQOT RECORDED
184 qug o2 w72

—
=
~N

1 - Mr. Clevelapd - Enclosures (sent direct) '":211_7 - €>/

"= JcFimeb(™C —
' (8) OB a AU,G@&Q?Q ’
ES. — N TN

'T-‘»" DELWY -

—— P /A2 -
e — sﬁgm L";% Ig'szmypz uNIT )



August 21, 1972

GEORGE BURNS

1

Captioned individual, who you advised resides at
720 North Maple Drive, Beverly Hills, California, has not been
the subject of an investigation conducted by the FBL

JRRVPCCI

However, oyr files reveal that in Iate 1939 Burns,
whose true name is NathanM{ irnbaum, was the subject of a
smuggling (jewels and clothi investigation which was not con-
ducted by this Bureau. He was subsequently convicted, given a
suspended sentiince of one year and one day, and paid an $8, 000
fine. (54-171%7) '

The central files of the FBI, including the files of
the Identification Division, contain no additional pertinent infor-
mation concerning captioned individual based upon background
information submitted in connection with this name check request.

NOTE: Per request of Alexander P. Butterfield, Deputy Assistant
to the President.

43
1an
land ——
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Xiarch 18, 1968

BY LIAISON
&
K ' , Mirs. Mildred Stegall ’ ' / ' ‘
J . The White House

Washington, D, C.

-
e ——

’

Dear Mrs. Stegall:

Reference is made to your name check request for a
review of FBI files cencerning tae following indivicduals subsequent

to the date of the previous name check request as noted following
each name. B

— 545//\?

, = September 12, 1963 \?‘
elsky (also known as Jackk Denny) August 12, 1964 i
John Ernst Steinbeck May 20, 1964

°\ Cur files corizin oo additional pertinent information
;xconcernmn' Mr. fubelsky. ‘

Al it was I‘CC\:LV\.\A ts-ub

LD Vo o n e New York
Gmld of the Ameerican Newspzsz: Guild to its Nationzl Ccavention in
9. The New York Newspaver Guaild had been daseribed as communist
/,) m;-.Atr ited and co::}mumsu Gorzlruted. This same individual reportedly
s ‘Thomas Sewey in 1534 appealing fon
' - wutLv c&-.;,.x., for who was convicted cn V/
/ June 28, 1541, in General oo s, siew York, and senteiced to ,7
State Prizorn on Iud.I’ counts of 3.5 ng falee testimony before the apn-- b
Ccudert coint Legislative Lom:;;wo. Zuring his testimony,
< —— Rod admitted membgrshxp inws :ammnst Pa*t v but had lied witn
recpect to the number of indivil “:: he Imew to be » members of the City

-

ST e 1 YA a oA T

l¢

S e VY

fm Coilege of New York Unit of L%;xi, umct t»y/\ — " )
qul\(/)h%.U};eLoach (sent ? RDED 3K )‘. T %‘E
—1- ProiReR fﬁent dxre?& 126 MAR 21 1y L 29 PSE 7 Biﬂ copY AWB

See note next pafre. .
-

Lo medin WA . Pas
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NATHAN BIRNBAUM, ALSO KNOWN
AS GEORGE BURNS

BORN: JANUARY 20, 1896

NEW YORK, NEW YORK

Captioned individoal has never been the subject of an investigation con-
ducted by the FBL : . .

The files of thia Bureau do reveal, however, that according to news-
paper publicity appearing in late 1939 apd early 1840, Barns was the subject of a
smuggling investlgation as a result of which he was convicted and pald a fine of $8, 000,

As the files of the FBI contain no furthum pertinent information con-
cerning this matter, you may desire to check with the Castoms Bureau, U. S.
Treasury Department, for further information. (54-717) . L

_ In 1843, Burns was reported to be 2 sponsor of the Committee for the
Care of Children in Wartime, which organization allegedly had Communist Party
affiliations and connections. Burns, however, was belleved to be unaware of the
true nature of the organization. (100-92879-24)

In the early 1940's, Burns was reported to be a member of the

Hollywood Democratic Committee, cited asa communist front by the California
Senate Fact-Finding Committee On Un-American Activities in a 1948 report. In
June, 1945, Burns was also listedasa member of the executive councll of the
Hollywood Independent Citizens: Committee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions
(HICCASD), successor to the Hollywood Democratic Committee. The HICCASP
was also cited as & communist frent by the California Senate Fact-Finding Com-
mittee G Un-American Activities in its 1948 report. (100-197270-7, 21;100-152%52)- 35
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