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" . Wtth refsrence $o the fwd menorandas wh
subnitted os ¢ resuli of the telephonic eonversations whicho
T hod with the dgent fn Charge of the San Yroncisco OfficeSx
of the FBI concerning theatitenptied escape Jron Alcgtra® - :
on Jonucry 13, 1539, I an attaohing hereto & camnunfcatfon o

 gdated Jonuary 16, 1539, from the Adgent i Charge at San <\
Francisco, ang which reloted tn xemorondun Sora and fa N
‘gonexrat greoter detatl the ratters covered by him fa Ris N
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Bpochl Agent in cﬁrgo P T o B "‘ - j
Sun Francisco, Californis R A IR

Dear 8ir:

In eccordence with the requost contelnsé in yowr . ©
letter to the Bureau dated Januery 19, 1339, there are attached
bereto photographs of the folloaing Lnﬁivi.uuln

Arthur Barker, Alcatras #268
Billian MNartin, dlcatras #370
Rufus kcCain, Alcutraz #267
Henry Young, ilcetrss #244 ,
Lule Stemphill, Alcatras #43% . - - -~ - - -

B

Thezs pictures are being forsarded to you in orcer
that they mey be incluced in the albua rtt&im in your Office. -

Yary tnu.: yours, = -

- | Jobn Edgur Boover . - .. °
——towes _ - : Direstor - - h
r. Nethan . - ] 7 7 - .
We, K. A, Tame m‘u-.

r. Clogs

nr. Sotiey
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¥Federal Bureau of Inu s -
Hnited Btates Department of Justice

San Francisco, California
January 26, 1939

Director,
Federal Bureau of Investigetion,
Weshington, D. C.

0]
Dear Sir: RE: TEUR E. BARKER alise
Doc KER (Deceased)} ETAL
ESCAPED FEDEEAL PRISONERS,

Reference/is made to Los Angeles letter dated
Jenuary 24, 1939 enclos a letter and pepers received by that
office from MISS FRANCESNELD, which is believed by the Los
Angeles Office to heve some connection with the sbove entitled
case.

OQur reading of this letter discloses that it
is undoubtedly & letter written by somecne in a Veterans!
Administretion Home, which is borme out by letter of reference
steting Sawtelle is a Veterans' home near Los Angeles. There is
nothing in the letter to indicate that it ceme from en inmate at
Alcatraz, and further such & letter as this would not have been
trensmitted from Alcatrez, nor could a newspaper c¢lipping have
been sent from there since newspapers are not sllowed on the
Island for inmates.

Letter of reference does not state how Miss HELD
obteined these documents, whether or not she is relieble, whetiher
they came to her in some regular or irregular menner, end in view
of the fact that it is my opinion this metter is not of importance
regarding any phase of the investigation in connection with the most
recent ettempted escepe from Alcatraz, despite the fact that there
is/e photograph of the Island and & comment "From the window we will
'eﬁbaée ,hfrtly“, no investigetion will be conducted in this connection.

TR A - It is noted in the last paragraph of letter of
' peférence that this office is requested to furnish the Buresu and
Los Argeles Office immediately with photostatic copies of the documents
LV enclosed, but in view of tbe fact that this metter will not receive
investigative attention by us, it is sugzested that the Bureeu, when
more important matters permit, beave photostatic copies made forwarding
them to the Sen Francisco end Los Angeles Offices so that the files
7 will be complete. I e sidald !

gnarh 2= Yery truly yourT,?L

22

N
don HOSERE PEIND py g m
S
7

NILP:MLA
Enclosures
cc Los Angeles =&+ ° E{u “+la :
76-347 S
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8pecial dgert in Oruarge
Sen Franoclsco, Califernia

Dear 8irt

Refersnce 1s nade to yorur letter dated Jamuary
26, 1939, in shiek you inclocod a letter snd papers which
you resceived from the Los Angeles Office concsrning
fuformation. furnished by MHise Frances Held, :

- In sceordance with your regusst there are stieched
bareto tmo phvtoetatic copdes of thase docmants, The

Los hngeles PfTice, to which soples of tiir coasunication wre
2leo Being Sirected, is likeorise bolny Nurnished with teo
photostatic coples of the doounsnis furnished that office by
Miss ¥rences Feld.

Yory truly yours,

. .?"-'-‘; a7 e ' Jotn Elgar Hoover -
I \?,»L Director

mr Rathin e —— ) \
w.1 2 _____ Inclosure & / -
w.ome ______ 60 Los hngeles (Inclosure) ‘
s Cotiey ——————
Mr. Grow! . \
- A FE NI T Sedmy q"_'—l 1]
1 CUMGUNIDATIING SerTior | -.
2 Wr. Fazwerta —— . L “ > I !‘ :‘" ]
X LA T T *
o iy e, warve ‘;A;' FEB ? ?035 ‘:r
“. T e, demter ]
wedmsintiey sty o o G,
cemene N A PR
Brdiormtrt ke o et o MM - §
v. Tamm .. k.
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——— ———— Fl
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\ . . Hehtrai Surean of Inuestipation
: Hnited Biates Bepartment of Justire
L] \ T FLRR]
J - San Francisco, Californie L P
‘ January 26, 1939 e
Lo Mr. Lester ...,
E_ERSONAL AND CONFI*QTIAL Mr. Mclutire. ...
Y ¢ : Mr. Nichale..........
) Xr. Qc'ra Tamm ...
! N Director, Mr. Tr8CY ormanemen.
/ Federsl Bureesu of Investigetion, itles Gendy. ... ....
, ¥aghington, D. C. N o e -
J/ Dear Sir: RE: ARTHUR E, BARKER alius "DOC"
{DECEASED), ETAL, ESCAPED
FEDERAL PRISONERS
fr{ On January 23, 1939 Speciel Agents 4. E. FARLAND
and J. E. RICE, while at Alcaetraz, conferred with WardenJJOENSTON
;}/ and esked whether or not there had been any new developménts since
their lest visit, and the Werder stated there haed been nmome. This o
. guestion was esked the Warden for the very purpose of seeing ‘¢>
< v whether or not he would tell us whaet we slready knew regerding 2y
. certain things found in the search end shake-down which is still
3 continuing &t Alcatraz. AN}
.. NN
e It was learned confidentislly that during the <
= check-up that has been going on since the escape, five bers in the N
., JBospitel were found to have been sewed. This information has come %1
. 77 Jto us from seversl confidentiel sources but the Warden has not seen N
P fit to tell us end we have not questioned him point-blenk concern-
Ll ing this discovery. F{
: : . -3
. I have also learned that it is the genersl opiniom o
. emong the guards, with the exception of a few, that nmothing will -
- come of the investigetion made by Mr. BENNETT, and their opinlon ie a
. thet the investigstion is notbing more or less then & "white wash", o

- -
L

I heve deleyed in edvising you this information
developed because I had hoped to get something definite for you,
end get corroboration if possible regarding this somewhat general
informetion, but to date I have not been able to substantiate these
statements positively end wented you to have the information we
have developed to date. I know thet you appreciaste our position
in not being able to give you better corroborated information because.
these men will wsy a few words and then refuse t0 say &ny more; they
are afraid Of their jobs, they know certein guards will go to higher

) 3%‘:{-.'.’:‘:\ 0T

r\.
!
) RECORDED - - —
s . iy ;’/I- i & _n_b #/7 !J;
g / INDEXED FZDERAL BL3TAU GF I
3 .z.

. ! . N LAY ’

\J COpLES DESTRO 9:6 0.s. DEPAnmmﬁt\
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Director ‘ Jan. 26, 1939
P & C RE ARTHUR E.

BARKER etal.

suthorities if it 1s ascertained they have furnished ue in-
formation, e8ll of which makes it difficult for us to substentiate,
unless we are going in on e direct investigation.

The investigation which we have been conducting
at the regquest BENNETT, looking to the possible comnection
of Guar” has not materislized, end e& report will
be submi a3 the Los Angeles Office has completed its

investigation amwlifornia, but I wanted you to know
that nothing of as shown up. ‘

' Undoubtedly the newspaper clippings have reached
you by this time reflecting the eriticism being directed at the
edministration of the Islsand by c¢ity officials in Sen Francisco.

VYery truly yours,

NILP:MLA
ATRMAIL

76-347

e — - e

—



;A cﬁms’ jury urges ﬁ:% i

ernment to find & “more guitable’

kxauaw'nuu:Akauaquandtoumﬁr

- prison its worst murderers, kidnapers,
{ - jall-breaking wizards, gangsters a.nd !
“locome tax evadera”. . T
,?i * As Coroner Leland says in ‘bebalt

. of 8an Franciscans, “We don’t like lt
! ' and we don’t want 1t”—a.nd we never -

“have. The inguest into the recent -

escape plot shows Alcatraz is not “im-+

| pregnable” against the super-cun-~,
i iing of the men caged there. The‘
i Rock {s dynamite in our Bay!

T~' Dﬁiﬁiiﬂ&ivuuqﬁgﬁzi%ihfg:iz

A‘AAN FRARCIECO NEWS

FORVARDED BY
SAN FR.ANCISGO DIVISION

.JAN 2 6 1939
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105 ANQGELES, CALIFORNIA
JANUARY 28, 1939

hﬂped Iodonl Pi'llonm, "3

tlal é?c/

. .

s had previous sstisfeoc vised that bhe was well do-”" et
qunlnted wit vln; previously resided at A 7(3,
presently bas & brother living in

dvived tiat he could dofinitely state that . b7d
- ok Dooibor P6th, January 2nd Hn\-ry lsth. 1,-72_,

n the lntorunl.ng times, lhtod he saw round
#but could not fix any particulsr dste

n-roroneo io -do to th. pornml und eonn
mry 23, 1939, portuinh‘ %o the dumboutl of,

hese ather *;
ocooasions, Ee stated he did not believe that uring the L L
of time mentioned in the reference letter, was swy froa :
sny extended rilit. but that he may have gone to
theroﬂ:outl. L ) IND.

*G
F was on either Christmes Dly or tthay
¢ weeks, he sew him sround town on en aversg
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' ;nc. BAR 'mcxsco"_‘j

L "'hot_ thet is only & smll town, and thas
known in t coomunity, 1t was believed dest not to me

- -111 be sonducted unlou other-uo nquntod by tho orﬂu of ori B

' - . U U U

D TR

PAGE 2

-

ont nx '1', auriug the mnrntiou, roquuw
treat this inquiry with utmost confi-:

onao, and was sssure that 1t wnld be trested vonfidentislly.
' P T Ly M
n ﬂu er the I.n!'omt!on dﬂolo né the

is well:
rther h-
quiry for fear thet it might become kmown that an investigation was .

being conducted, and in s town the size of » Such lnromtlon
would spresd repidly. Therefors, no furthe tigetion at

The m Lug-‘.lu o:nu is prouutly urrying out th- o
other ludu requeated in this ssse, and such Momtion will bo re-

portod in tho near ruturo.

\ . .
r———— e . im oot cvhames e pmm hmear stk m! e TR TP RSP SRe VEN o

Yery truly yours, '

GVDIAB | . ' S
o R AR
_ cc B‘UREAU\_______ N Speosial .lgont in ch.rgo
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7 M 8. Bepartmesd of Justice
" Bt of Inbestigation 51////

Sen Franecisco, Czlifornie
Jenuary 20, 1939

Director,

Bureau of Investigation,
Department of Justice,
Washington, D. C.

Re: ARTHUR E. BARKER, with aliss,
Et Al -~ ESCAPED FEDFRAL
PRISONERS

Dear Sir:

Kindly furnish the known criminal record of the following:

P vd Approximate Date
’ City, Police Fingerprints for- Fingerprint
Arrest, or Other warded Bureau of Classifica-
Nage (inc. aliases) Number. Investigation. tion.

O
;ZALE STAVFHILL.Z”  Alcetrsz FPeniten-

tisry No. 4357
v///// . ©
ARTHUR E. BAT Alceirsz Penliten-

alias"'DOC '

(.
(frias maarn O
. [) a
uég;Y‘ﬂmNG
0‘/%/
3 WelL

JHER:LR
76-3547

tiery No. 268 ¢

Alcetrsz Peniten-

tiery No. 370-&~ rZé, E;E --'-'Lg‘

RECORDED | _
Mlcatrez Penitebz, | prprRaL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

tiery No. 244
FEB 2 1939
Alcstrez Penlten-

tiery No. 2624 it s, Q{er@}lf‘ JUSTICE
% //)7
&o
e

Very truly yours,

N.J'Lc PIMR A+
Special Agent in Charge.

@T
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¥ederal Burecan of Inuestigation

Hnited Htates Bepartment of Justice

San Franciseo, Celifornis
Jenuary 19, 1939

Director,
Federal Buresu of Inveatigation,
Washington, D. C.

o
Dear Sir: RE: E.OBARKIIR ias “DOC";
DALE“STAMPHILL, RUFUS McCAIN,
HENRY-YOUNG, WILLLAM“MARTIN, \
ESCAPED FEDERAL PRIGONERS \

I am enclosing herewith two completedfphotographic
albums portraeying the recent attempted escape “of the above
named prisoners, from the U. S. Penitentiary at Alcatraz
on January 13, 1939. These albums have been prepared at
the telephonic reguest of the Director,

It will be noted that we have changed the sst-up in
the books a little, sttempting to ® them more attractive.
We have included in the album thgXmap of the Island, which
js pertinent to the investigation of thie cese, and a
photostatic copy of the cell blocks, which is the only

iagram we have, the original having been forwarded to the
Bureau.

It is suggested that the Buresu, in order to meke this
album more complete, might wish to include the photographs
of the escaping prisoners, end in view of our desire to
expedite the tranmmittal of this volume to the Bureau, mo /
photographs were obtained et the Island since copies were not \
readily evailable.

We would appreciste the Bureau sending us a photOgraph

of each of the prisoners involved s0 ihafr-we—een g
in our elbum, ,

oo RELURPED & TSSEXED

The different type of cover for the
because no others were available of the

WR. was nac355g
.ﬁiyheretofora férﬁs;

FEB 2 1939 \
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' o : (.) ' 2k Tadinm 'V‘. g
-, f . :‘ piil _‘{_’r
‘ Federal Burean of Inuestigation N &

¥nited States Bepartment of Justire ' ?-

February 2, 1939 _ oo Giavis.

;= Darko ..

Mr. Lol 7 oeoees

iy, MeT 3 St TN

Mr. Nichols.
m,_Qu_-n'l'a.r-A
PERSONAL ATTENTION Wr. THREY ooovonene

Miss Gandy .....-oooe

-}

i
- Br. Taen .
Sen Frencigeo, California ¥y, Tovwartl.

«

———— ——— S

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover,
Federal Bureau of Investigation,
Washington, D. C.

[#,
Dear Mr, Hoover: RE: ARTHUR BARKER (DECEASED),
ETAL, ESCAPED FEDERAL -
PRISONERS "
I a) forwarding herewith two sets of o
three additional Aphotographs which we feel will
conplete the elbums heretofore transmitted. D
Very truly yoﬁrs, -{:
. o
i
»
arge o~
~9
NILP:MLA t
76-347 ,
Enclosures/6 |
-y
<
N i - 1-.,’
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OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAEOMA
FRBRUARY 11, 1039

B g e LT L]

lhoriﬂ‘ mow l.. uur. hlrdn, _nkhhm.nnlm nt
thh orf;eo and advised he had moticed in the newspapers da:

eooount af en attenphed esospe from the Federsl Ponitontiuy ct
e stated that DA 1L, hag ‘two brothers

P - 4..--.-'-.;4..-:..#:\1 - 5 e <

ornie for tnﬂ tl-o.

This informetion is furnhhod to yon as hmring . poulhlo
. bearing eu the investigation prountly being made by your affies " - .
of the sttexptad ssospes IS is possilile that these two $adividunls
visited thoir hrothar at tho poaltonum pﬂ.ar toﬁtho ntguphd et

: ho Sherit? aivised he beilaved he eould soewre Sheif
Mdron in Sen Prancisco, Californis, if the ‘sdas would de zuf vy ‘ﬁf'f‘-"
walue; that the fether of these boys 18 & rupootod piusg_n A

. h an onpinnrl ror tho Vsntt Yo Rli}rﬂﬂn -

AL

-'S Jf [r’:‘.— 0Ty

FED..BAL eunw OF mvm BT .?: '
FEg 14 jorc |




SJT:INC:MC
Special Agent in Chlmi o

* San Trapeiseo, Califorate . [ . . [

Dear 8irt o

\(\ Reference §s made to ‘ n : c] u npoear‘lng 13 mlm ‘ - B
newspapers throughout the ocuniry ecataining infcrmstion furnished N
by one P. F.YFesd, a former inpdte of Aleatrsz, Two eoplies of Ly .
artiole which appeared in th ficago lerald and Fxasiner om "¢ . N
\% J’lnuar; 15,1939, are tmm!ttcﬂ hcm!th. S e o _ T
R S
'.I'!u Buresu desires that you acte the erntontl of th!.l ) N
\‘ article which undcubtedly was published alsx ip Sap Frencisoo - ¢
y\.‘t‘ papers and whiek scntaius information to the effect thet aumercus . . =,
- > hack saw Dimdes are a'legedly In the possesslon of convicts in the
* United States Ponitentisry et Alcatrsz Tsland; thet guards ¢on- v
, . ststertly and :roguh-ly llup on auty, that ﬂ:oy drink oD eeoutonl, )
J L. . ; ®% cetera., . . _ . S C e &
‘ > | - ! .EE
N . The Burean believes it desirasdle Shat !r. Raod be , i
“{aterviewed gnd in this econection tt 15 requested that you ascer~ £
,L\ tain his present whereadouts and, if in your dletrict, condust tho ¢
seceasary interview, If in anothen field divieion, you shounld . =
A \' furnieh the necessary backaround o the Specisl Agent fn Charge e
& Ny -and request that the tnterview be eonduscted snd the Bureeu promptly ¢
| y d'l. d- -
o \\ Yo SRR . RECOLVED & INDLXED :
L ) 'hry truly y«u-1
My, Tolsob ., ..... ﬂlcb" T} - Zu
i 3 : S & - BUTEAY ©F Iy vr‘nc.mw
Ty (e EATERA F e .Tohn Bdglr Hoover - FEB . T
B Ll oL v L Dirvotor | 6 ]13J -
Mr. Crowl.....ocneee. \tvelo.“:“ N \\ ' .' l DEPHFTPIILLT B Jf "'T."‘l.‘
My, FEAD . ouvommuesns \ﬁd ,...r;v?;'—"" 1?1 L , o /
Mr. Fosworth ... """::‘-‘.'-‘ v . F e - ) ) ea - =
urcr:n ‘?‘ﬁ?m?él’s . ' ‘5 j . L LN  —
Mr, Darbo .....coen A L L A r
MY, Lewter . ooeevnnns ! R 0o 1 - .' ' ’
Mr. Meintire . ....... G FE J 3 gd'] b( l o "J\l ) -
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3. {hill and Bill ‘Martin sawed their way out of their cells—
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ALCATRAZ"’HP'RISO*N‘
FULL OF SAWS -

Conwcts Outw:t Electric Eye for -

Detect:ng Metals, Reed Reveals

“While prison authorities sought solution of how ﬂrtbnr
(“Doc”) Barker of Chicago, former Public Enemy No. 1, and
four other convicts were able to saw their way out of Alca-
traz cells, P. F. Reed, former convict, declares that despite
all precautions dozens of saws are circulating among the
prison celony, )

Barker was slain in his attempt to escape, but on!y after
he was clear of the cell Block. This article, first of two by
the .author of "Murder on Alcatraz,” who spent four years
on the island, again lifts the lid. : :

. BY P. F. REED.

- Special to The Herald and Examiner. e
{Cemyright, 1828, by Hearsi Publications, Ine. e
1

} BAN FRANCISCO, Jan. 14 —The electric stool plgeo
you have heard so much about are & long ‘way from f
poof. s

And Uncle Sam who spent pleniy of money to make
the Rock briar proof, economized on hack saw blades,

That is the reason Arthur ("Doc" Barker of Chicago,

‘one of the worst troublemakérs and agitators they've ever|

had out on the Rock, d and the bars on five cell | c\ <Gt
doors will have to ed. - O " DN e
Barker, “Casey” Young, Rutus McCain, Rale Stamp- "?J ] Na

or had the sawing done for them—with blades that have §,.
been floating around the “stir” for more than two years. ,'J ' o~
I was working in the butcher shop about June, 1938, ] f -
when & guard-mechanic came in to fix a compressor umt 1D
broke down and flooded the joint. . : - ’
He was a loud-mouthed, loose-lipped scregv ~

e that he’d Jost loat awkage
_ﬁe el@.nsmmw

¢ HlCAGO‘HEm’T.D & EXATAINEE



‘E go6d and he ‘bought some o
‘qwn. ‘Then he Yost thim. ™"

The Joss was never reported be-
suse he was gfraid of what would
appen. And he never locuted
hem. ‘They've been circulating
cvre since. There's & hundred
riaces around the cell-house, par-
‘jeularly In the kitchen basement,
vhere they could have been
“lanted.

It would be a simple matter to
et the blades into the cell block
rom the kitchen. How? BSimply
v plastering them to the recessed
xottom of the slop cans which
‘equently pass from the kitchen
‘nto the cell block. Even sand-

g ‘el

wiches have been brought in that

way.

Belts Offer Easy
Hiding Place .

Any of the kitchen help or the
ellhouse runners who have access
o'the cell block after 8:30 in the
nerning could have carried the
tlades in. The kitchen help are
sllowed to wear belts, and it would
be easy for them to slip the top:
of their pants, stick in & couple of
ilages and cinch their belts up.
Aght. v

When they go through the door,
they get only & rough fan. For
that matter, the blades could have
been carried in inside their shoe
soles, Blit the seam of a sewn
shoe 80le and slip & blade into the
leather—as simple as that,

yThe blades could have been eir—
ried indefinitely without serious
danger, In the first place these
isn't 8 mechanical stool pigegn

 bgtween the kitchen and the cell
: 'élu But even If there had béen,

. he couldn't carry metal threugh

71 bet Alley T, Anderson one ame

one of ¢them and he wot He cur-

‘ ried a half-inch steel bar abdut

s foot long through the xadget‘

d it didn't let out a chirp. An-{

- other time a mechanic twice

' packed & crescent wrench through

two stool pigeons, and the ma-
chines didn’t turn s whisker.

Saws Held Capable
of Cutting Bars -

As for the cell and window bars
being impregnable to hack saw
blades—that’s a lot of baloney. 1
have been able {o vouch for that
ever since I drew my first cell
assignment. I was parked in the
center block and after & skort
residence discovered one of the
bars sawed through a quarter of
the way. I squawked for a cell
change pronto. I had no dosire
to, be present when the thing was'
" discovered, ;

‘Another sample that didn't get
publicity showed up in the hos--
pital late in 1837, Somebody sawed
his way through a window bar. It
was prepared for six months be-
fore they hauled in a welding out-
fit and fixed it up. Then it wasn’t
discovered. An old con, whom 1
understand was later transferred
’tg Springfield, put the finger on

They never did explain where
those hack saw blades came from,
?uﬁl tt.hey were floating all over the
o o .

Quietness of Work
Called a Mystery |

When the stir wert up over

.1t would have been safe encugh. «

[l

e, they talked.a lot pbout how,
?h&n would mlst':ny hadx-’
w

biades. If that's the case,

~why are theg so worrled abowt o

. .)‘;

B

T e ey - i, (S —

| ends of the cell block, day and

s .Pam v
) -

kaw Blades gertmg nw: sy

The blades and the bars wou‘.d!
have been & mark for any con i,
the place. But the real question
_b how they got the barz sawéd
'without being seen or heard by
the cell-block guards. :

I can figure only one answer
to that one, The screws went to.
Eleep. ‘

There are zlwaya two of them
on duty on the catwalks at the

night, one at each end. At Right
there’s a floor guzrd who's sup-
posed to make the rounds of the \
tiers every half hour. A leuten-!
ant is in and out all night long.

During the day, two guards
on the floor and there is always
one on each catwalk. All, unless
they fall asleep or Just don't want
to see, have a full view of the
Dblock. The walls are a8 bare as
‘a pool table and as light as day
Jdn both ends and down the sicEe
corridors. .

I've seen & guard on the cat-
walk dead to the world. 1 came
out of the kitchen-gt 3 o'clock in
the afternoon and you could hear
him snoring all over the block.
‘There he g3t with his feet propped
ui% on the bars of the cellhouse
gide. . )

Any con could have stepped up
on & desk below the catwalk and
snatched the gun., He sored
right on, with his mouth open,
through all the noise of the con:
walking down the tiers on theh
way to take & bath. . -

Anothtr time, twenty-fivé or
thirty cons in the kitchen saw a
screw in the tower snoring away.
They could look through the
kitchen window and see him “\t
his head tilted back next to §
(élephone a0’ he Pouid Dedr: aie
bell #f it raing. B0 NI AL
. Tat bippened e; sy Uil

'




P v

Path of'”ﬁ'&;izz?" dreak? "

30 good he was jeiting so 1at he

|eot.ldn't help it. He weighed 140
when he came in on the bum and]
welghed 235 when he left. He was

the guy who lost the blades.

To get from their cells to the
window they went through, those
five cons had to pass down & long
corridor, turn & corner within
twenty feet ¢f the catwalk screw
ahd then go through a locked
wire gate.

You tell me how they got a key
to that gate and maybe I'll tell
you how they did it without being
peenn or heard when it's so quiet
:h cough soumds like a cennon

ot.

Although it's strictly against the
rules, some of the guards over
‘there have been known to drink.
But they wouldn't all be drunk
at once. I'm certain no federal
‘employe could be fixed, although
one I{ree man was canned for
bringing money in to the ¢ons
along late in 1835,

Therse was & heavy fog when
the boys went out. That gives
the outside crew an out, even
though the cons had to parade
-through an oscillating searchlight
ias bright as a battleship’s. They
thad to dodge a car which patrols
;the isiand &l night with two
guards.

(Auother of the series of stories
iabout Alcatraz by P. F. Reed, au-
ithor of “Muzder on Alcatzaz,” will S el
appeir it The Herald and Bxaws-j ,? s LINE SHOWS ROUTE TAKEN BY FLEE;NG comcrs - !

Imer tomorrov.)‘*f T i Widy i &K marks spot of uw tircle are l‘llg,ﬂw_ m ¢

.t . . [
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( [ Mr. ToOBOR cavue -

P e 4 - Mr. Nathar .27
(‘ . ’ (‘ } Mr.E A 1#(-1/
’ ' Mr. ClepR ..oonn -
’ .~ Mr. Colfey caeree-s
- . *) Mr. Crowl. _....or
] . Mr. Eqmn o L.oaen -
I-D! ml.') mwomu Mr, Foxworth ...
- !'O'brllll'.\f 3' 1939 ' Mr. GIBVit ..oooees ;
- Mr. Farbo ...
\J Mr. Lester ... -+
Specisl Agent in Charge - . - ' '
San Francisco, Celifernia "N Gl h S
- '-‘> o . « e e ey --;_‘___‘-‘_.,'_ . 0 ';:_'?“;‘5 el TR LTy o ) e GRSy
T . , Re; nﬂ& . BARKER, a Dag_{decoased)
Pt e “owgr o - DALE\STAMPRILL ccu:{;mn _
Dear Birte =~ Vi e D YOUNG; 'Mﬂn; TR ey SEAW
T ST ST e e T A ]
'  Refersnce is mads $o lstier from San Francisco ¥
Jamuary 23, 1939, requesting information eonceraing The o
following investigation eoncerning the activities af ws pade by B
Special Agent G. Vo Dderst.. . . T T -
o . o b D
- In connection with 1t wmas noted in §
es Division £ile . 2
A
£)
=4
and during the interview he was ¢ g
purpose of the interview was 5
Details of the information wnj e
reported separa above-men-
- adviséd that he bad been born and raimdiris MATIC
California, and had come to Los Angeles about six years agp, and
Los Angeles he had been iz the bookie business; that his parents
bis brother, still reside in San Franclsco, his father beln;
and his brother
I yu% &2
) H-um that he had not been to San Francisco since about Feb-
935, and on that occasion he drove his father back te San Frangisco from
1ey, his father having made an oxtended holiday wisit with
1o . On this occasion, he advised, be arrived in San Frencisco sven-
t late the next day, and at that time stayed with his brother
As to other absences from Ios Angeles during the past year,
that approximately six months ago he made & one-day trip %o

, to see adout the purchase of a cafe, but negotiations
baving been made. He also stated that several months 830 he had nade &

- Chula Vista, Californis, to look after some gambling lrpresis; and that
<o about se weoks ago he had made & trip to Aguz Caliente, Mexico. Bayond this,
ce he stated, he could not recall of his being oul of the Ios Angeles .
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84C, San Francisco “ . Be: ARTHOR E. BABKER - -ar -2 = o O
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i : q-;lao rentioned that en pmioil occasions while iz Sen
isco he stoppe

yran b1~
L] at the New Fillmore Hotel, which is & residential hotel near '

, Frﬂﬁomo, but on bis last trip to San Francisco in February 1938
U] not stop at this hotel. : ‘ ' o LA, DA T P AR o

-

TR T g,
During the conversation, wheoffes veing questioned as to pos-

aible parties whom of the case mentioned might contact in San
Francisco, he advis ¥ probably would visit in the vicinity of Eall
‘and Kllis Strests where the g element of San Francisco hang ]_{F%' and that

" the only specific nawe which he could recall as to individuals we o the .
gaabling and wnderworld circles was & FICK CONSAKTINE, whom he stated he bad not
seen for the past eight or nine years. He also mentioned the name of BILL LYONS
and the NC DONOUGH brothers, bail bond brokers. In this connection he stated
that his San Francisco oomtacts were rether limited because of the long peried
of time be had bean absent from San Francisco and the infrequency of his visits

theres. b’b

| During the g cars NP sdvisod, be had resided at
and soved frox there tothe :
ut two we 250, inasmuch as 80 such pressure bad been pla ies re-

cently in Loa Angeles, he baving been arrested twice within the past six weeks.

i.n‘t..'orvi.u‘r with [,7:;'
e

" Agent Dierst, under the sass pretext ss used in the

bad resided en the second
b or the past two years recently, and that the only time
ghe knew of his being amay from 1os Angeles was about & year a e drovs
his father to San Francisco, and also in sbout July 1938 when X &
week! ion and went to Reno, Mevada, She further advised that from tise to
t would have numsrous pecple at his apartaent but thay ware alwys ...
very quiet, and she never becane acquainted with any of them. - . . .- A?’J

' 1s0 stated that the -apartnar'li'orx(.\m“llr was rentsd by
s woman who gave her name &s nd that after being in the apart- i/¢

men short time R0 . stated she 4id not believe this was
e, but ina¥¥uch as they were good tenanis and always paid their rent

~‘ not make any noiss, she bad pever inquired into their personal lives, and
| it was her understanding that a few weeks ago this H:ho represented /7.
berself to be the wife of was supposed to have gone Chicago. ‘

176
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average of at least two or tizes & week, and ing the past s erouht
months did not know vingbunoutetthnlmlngohum.m L
E rnrthu', be did mt know Ay contacts whi had In Stn runc:hoa K

is to the information £ P rowsver, it might be -
poted thetfIPs the wrpica andhils he sesnsd to be
inocooporatinnoodthoroudnmbt as to thhtnromtmmh

rolitdnpon : . o Yo ,z'

i

. S R . ,;4 ‘._2" *

o There botng 0 further i.nveatigluon in Ahis teFritery, this case u o
being eonaidorod ufcrrod upon completion to &hc arrm of ori:.ln

- . .:_ ;‘ . -
- - . . - . -u’ Y L T L L Pt r A MPmams mment o s .‘_n-.. L g* ,.u— EAPSE R -

?ory truzr yours,

L 4

'. I

» . "lL c_ ZMER . '_.I . -_:_;‘_‘_‘_‘l :
. o R . 8pecill ‘gent in Mp SRR .
QVDaES - e s
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- FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
1
'l"?:lrI:lCNA(;EIORIGINATHDAT SAN FRANCISCO, lCALIm _ ni.iﬂo. 7%6=34"7 :
' fm-olrrnm:xr _ o DATEwHEN MADE | pEmiDDFOR | marorr MaDEBY - Q ".‘; o l
San Fremcisco . - | 2/4f39 . 1/18,19-21, 23;‘ s.n-hﬁi”’ MuA T
. v 9'7,3!.]—3% R R e ’.:.—_;,.;_,‘-:‘7_-*; .
o p¥E  ARTHUR E.% elias DOC, - - . O . m"m"““, Lo i -"“w "’-f"‘"-
‘- (Decessed), m.n%rmm. RUFUS !lcC.AIH, L mcapmgmm mwms
_HENRYO'!'OUM, vILI.IAMonARTIﬂ v A L | Bnr "y hf'i:'; "G.':" . g

authorit:lea at Alcatrdz, -

Thie 1nvestigation 13 predicated upon ‘an Oral request

BYNOPSIS OF FACTS: J‘A}EES mxm'r, Director of Bureeu ot Prism, RN
) . . requested gonfidential investigation of ome APy
] Y &mployod ag prison guard at .. P4 -

N\ Alcatraz, particularly as to his activities . . '
;«‘&.. : during Dec. 1938 and Jan, 1939 wben he was om ...
‘ " annuel leave., Information developed at San e
st J> " Prancisco reflgcts nsme furnishe frector . . 0
- ya d Probabl IJ'*/ v
\ ~\. N € 177J e
" N who know reveals he was recently re-- P
N leased from Folsom State Prison and last heard L
0’- .. .. . ... of at Los Angeles. FPAT SULLIVAN reported to .. - ,,
be conducting rooming houses Mission Dimerict,
Sen Francisco, fether of HARRY SULLIVAN, now
_'l‘ serving sentence at Alcatraz ab #198. Mo )
L’ Tt further infermation obtaino& ‘from priuon noe i

. - - [ ) L - . Do e T e PRI
e N ' L AT s . A . 3 . con aE -
A - . o - et ’g ] - ar i
. . . . E T v 2
} A . wP - . o LI
Ll . .: -
X

e b LT s ’ o "-',‘

DETATLS: ' This is a joint report of Special .Agent .A.. E. FARLAND
and reporting Agent. : . L
e muczsco, CAI.IFDRNIA e

y mdo by J'AMES BENHE'I'I‘, Director of the Bureau of Prisons. dur'lng -:;

e s e . A
N : el
ot ' ' % b -.-‘g?f
- o SR RN
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. BPECIAL AGENT PE——
FORWARDED: W\ N ErARSE - DO NOTW ITIINTMG-ACI: o

[

- ,g \Qg#orrms REFORT
C 5 = Bureszu

D
2 - Los Angeles iﬁm‘gﬁ

AP -‘rj(,j-llzz_{-i-ﬂ FEB I

b4}
3 -« Sen F):-:sumiscm?m'S olb F B 8 A M
23b see ® /

Yo ; -‘fL('.. A{‘ l

.........,,........_.g,z,.. k
o b’f ,



his r8cent visit et Alcatraz with reference to the attempted escape -
on Jepuary 13, 1939 by subjects in this case. Nr. EENNETT raquestod e

" investigation bésed on confilential informatibn Turpished Rim by, :-.
certain iomates whoss psmes he &id not divulge to the effect that.
- Prison Guard had proba‘bly lidod in tho escape of ',
) __Gubjoet'o . - 1 _'-.",.'.',} :1. N ": q:‘ Ar ,‘,‘ A '.
I 5’."*‘.- fa.-v + S 1‘:.. X AN

. { R s
L R i e mnm'r stateﬂ he bed © taenrially wl: e
‘ ". “trom one of these 1ndiﬂdualo information hd ;" :
- " been "kiting® info for BARKER and possibly o %
“ 4nformation was thnmas to help or had in naking * ¥4

- “econtmct ashore for and his companions, eft the pri.
on snnual leave on December 23, 1938 an

rom leave and ,_.._‘“ LT

reported for duty on Jemuary 16, 1939. laimed his home was - - -~ ..’
1n_ end that that’ ere he lpent hs vacetion.

S “ Mp. BENNETI'S inforiaticn further mas + * £ 71’1‘1
was getting the payoff and hed made arrangements with somsone,
unknown, at the Senator Hotel at Reno, Hevada; that the Ford Apu't- o
ments located at 3rd and Miseion Streets, San Francisco, are T
. operated by one PAT SULLIVAY, who is reported to own that apartunt

buildi everal others in thet vicinity apd thet a former convict
nam out of nworth Annex, is & friend of SULLIVAN,

was tha was making a conte SULLIVAN and .
at the Ford Apartments; tbat SULLIVAN and ) - SN

iii i
pos8ibly be the payoff for BARKER, Mr. BENNEIT!S tion was
thet PAT SULLIVAN hed romerly been eonnectod r.lth the San rranﬂhoo

Policc Dopartmont. ? ) - A .:.‘ R e

e o me e -

e X

e A T records at the penitontinry reﬂeet that- j «
worked aoveral nights in the cell block. S
. d7e

BAROLD FONTAINE'S (Alcatraz

Yy reported to reside
' 25 been receiving mail from XO waich wes "kited" out of the
prison, Mr, EENNETT further stated that FONTATNE had talked to

and stated thet he wented to

’ , ¥R, BENNEIT states the mail was. _
#kited" as FONTAINE has not had mail priﬂ.legas :l'or the paat 18 montha. T
IONTAIH'E hu applied for meil privilegu. g v BN

- L - - - N -y - " R "2 o L
I -f."" PR B e T W B S XS ATRE S G R S PRSI P




L :
e . i Mr, HENNETT reayestsd i t”%g ool
*uﬂ be discreetly interviewsd ' i:v ¥
=  Tor the purpos asking then whether they had heard from HAROLD © & ..k’ |

. JONTAINE, Alcatraz 53, without asking them, mnlegs nscessary, wh'e%hg'&f A
+. : ~.+»they had received any mail from HAROLD and when, and again stated ’-. i
f*'- - .:that Af they had heerd from him in'the past 18 months, the letterg: .7

>

" %hey received were “kited" ' also reguested that 1f R
© 7 wer located, to askm been in St. Louis and where el
P was located, He , told him pleinly he believed prisonm .’ .
" authorities were holding out on bis maily . . - 50 .- PO I i S TR

; - ‘With regard to the above request, bo leads ere -
being set out at this time, unless instructed to the eontirery by - :
the Bureau, in view of the fact that the investigation has disclowed .
that Mr, BENNEIT!S gource of information probably was unreliable, s
7 Further, it is not believed that a general investigation looking to” 3
““possible mail-kiting activities of eny of the prison pérsomnel = . ¥

* would be of particular value in this investigation, e *- L

_ - Mr, BENNETT stated a former imte's— bl
.. address not given {irmmste being named LOCMIS) had received a payoff ~~-—
for some favor extended end had written a letter to AL CAPONE, be-
lieving it came from him,thenking him for the money, Mr, BENNETT
stated this letter received was a "kite", '

e e o R s T R TRF Sy
T

- Cmmea e P

Mr., BENNETT further stated the records reflect
ALFRED N. LOOMIS was transferred from Alcatraz December 2, 1935 to -, & =
Leavenworth; that his minimum discherge date was December 14, 1935 - AR
and that he has since besn involved in further trouble ani is mow e
reported to be an inmate at the Folsum State Prison, Represa, Calif,
He requested that the records of that prison be exmmined and that b7c
LooMI St eddress be obtained, so might be interviewed,

. c . T U AT NG

- This lead will likewlse not be povered, unless . : % <.
instruoted by the Bureau to the econtrary, for the same reasons as set .
out hereinabove, - S Ee o e e

_ 47

R """ Director BENNETT rther stated th&t-ay « T
75 %% " have had deslings with Guard#o coritact PHIL RYAN, ons -
f . pals while he was in-prison, The records reflect that PHIL ;'

- . -

N A
R AR

 RYAN hes since been transferred to the Prison Tor Defective Delinquents.
located at Springfield, Missouri, - SR e e R e e

e R T PRI

""-" A A further request was made by Mr, BENNETT _ascertain
ko resmw“ §7e
: & post office box in the Poat Uffice at San Francisco,
or

s5Tbly Onklend, although he seid nothing sbout Oskland. .

. |80

-

0



At the U, 8, Civil Service Buresu, Mr. BRADFORD,

e _ in charge of records, was inierviewed on January 20, 1 Tor .
@& . ' the purpose of ascerteining whethér or not a4 op U I
-3 . file at that office an application for the pos ard, or ror w

other position. Mr. BRADFORD stated, after making a careful em:l- .

f

- mpation of his files, that there was no record of this individual. .
.. in their files snd that -the files of his: office include
12th Civil Service district, He stated the recorde for ould*
be obtained in Weshington, D C.,.at the Civil Service Furean whers
photograph and racord would be on filc. R T e A

fnquiries were made by Agentis IOT P e of ascertaining . b7
whether one PATRICK J, SULLIVAN, a former police officer, kmown . _

to be operator at thie time of the Ford epariments at 957 Mission _

Inquirias were made of R
gtated SULLIVAN was the =
apartments and that he operatas tha rollowing T
at present, all being in San Francisco: R S

' Granﬂ Central Apts., l4l2 larket Straot
Hele Hotel, 939 Mission Street
Hillsdsle Hotel 51 6th Street
Mint Hotel, 141 5th Street
Potter Hotel, 1288 Mission Street . v, e
Thomas Apt. Hotel, 971 Mission Street

. qmmer stateﬁ that the llint and Ford - L?A
ere havens for ex-convicts end members of ths undemorld and that PAT

' SULLIVAN iz & men sbout 73 years of sge; that he was formerl
. 4 1y as they could rac%
They stated he 18 v
€ we xe nc ¥ e has a son, HARRY SULLIVAN, now serving
a sentence in .Alcatraz on a chnrge ot robbing the U. S. Ila.ils with fire- Lo
AITiBe d . . PR '_‘, ; :

L

' Lol . | 1nquiriea were [;7 J
made as to whether or no €y krew one reported to be very b 7
- - frifendly with PAT SULLIVAN, and reported to be an ex-convict, m X

tated he 4id not know one by thet neme but 41
&n ex~convict
v ascertained that

Penitentiery, kis :
Los Angeles Police Depertment,

;e om0

0

=
=0
P

#

g7

)

¥

3t

o

Sen Francisco -




o Y - o<y
relessed from ¥Folsom State Prison and las rd of at Los Angeles .

"shers he wee running a book and beer joint not been geen im " 1
or around San Frencisco for over a yesar [») -
aciuainted vith him; R |

- s - B e B e AT e LY I Y

At Alcetrsz the records reflect HARRY SULLIVAN, AZ
198, is now serving s sentence of 25 years on & charge of robbery of
U, 5. Meils with firearms, heving been sentenced to 25 years on -
Januery 19, 1929 from the Northern Pistrict of Celifornia at San
Francisco; he waes received at Alcatraz from Leavenworth on September 4, -

1934; for infraction of prison regulations he forfeited 3,000 daye . 1.
good time due him on November 3, 1930. The records reflect his mini- o
muz dgte for discharge es November 1, 1945, end the maximum date as: -

Japuary 27, 1954, FEis record for visitors reflects he is vieited by

his mother or father practically every month; thet Mrs. P. J. SULLI=

VAN, who gives as sddresses 299 Dolores Street end 890 Hayes Street,

both San Francisco, visited him on October 18, 1938 and December 15, . = .
1938, Mo other detes were given for her visits but the records re~ .
flect thet either the mother or the father wisit him once a month.

P, J, SULLIVAN, who gives his addresses as B5 jth "~ .

Street and 936 Mission Street, both San Frapcisco, visited him . 737 =~ ' .
September 15, 1938, November 15, 3938, end Jsnusary 19,_ 1939, -0 e
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Agents made discreet inguiries &t the Post /5 Jo

Ferry Post , or in the Customs House; also in QOakland, - -~
with negative results. It was ascertained that PR
oes mot receive mail through General Delivery : - e e
e56 offices., These inquriss were mede in view of ¥
ormetion furnished Mr, BENNETT was %o the ., -i.’.

st Pny of
the fact thsat

effect the was possidbly "kiting® lettera out of the &3 XD :

penitentiary and bringing *kcitea® into Alcatraz.. ' A
; Whils at Alcatraz on otber official matter, "

Agent A, E, FARLAND made inquiries of Yarden J. A. JOHNSTOR

for the purpose of ascertaining whether or not there were any

new developments in the investigation being conducted in

econnection with the escape of BARKER, ETAL, and Warden JOHNSTON.

edvised thers wers pone, Op Jamuary 3let reporting egent agein - - . 7
contactad Werden JOHNSIDNrelative to any new developments and
the Warden sgsin edvised he was not in possession of any . ..
additionsl information. S

\-,-‘“_ o

T Pendl t of informetion from the- - - e B
Los Angeles office es to no further investigation
is being conducted by the Sen Francisco office.

PRRTEPEFS Y e e -
B ]

UNDEVELOPED LEADS

x

THE LOS ANGELES OFFICE

-~ e

¥ill expedite investigation relating o a

discreet inqui oncernine the metivities during December end 4{ /7 15
Tanvery lest ow a5 requested in San
Francisco letter deted Januery 23, 1959 . .

oret the Inspectors! Office to aécertain whether or . '
not nad & box at the Main Post Office, the .. cum w.vip. .- o
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Ee1 Artr E. Surker, uitn a.un.s *'
(Ceceused); et alj Lscapad
?edexal Priaoners. -t

There 5 atteched hereto a ocopy of the report of
cpecial Agent J. H. Fice, dated at San Francisco, California,
February 4, 1939, in connection with the investigation con-
ducted by this Buresu relative f{o the rejuest nde by yas
curing your recent visit to ucm-az prim S z

You will nota a 1oad is hﬂm.d in 1’.:110 report,

Tequestd tion concerning the activities }7¢
of oue was subsequently interviewed bty
an Ageu- 9 € pureau at which tim# he stated he had not '

been to Sun Francisco, Culiforuis, since Pebruary, 133
whicn time he drove nis fatner thers frou los Angelss,

was inteirviewsed undier the pretexti itnat
-H-%-!iw sl
guestioned aa o ties uca 8 ¥uy thut he believed
rview was
He :I.ndic.am
well ag na..ide ia b ns fataer
bein; das a cod his
brother buing nd resides

Investigation conducted conceraing this particular -
mutier has not disclosed any irregular activities on the basis
of tac silegations amde. As a yesull, no furtaer investigation
will be conducted by this Bureau relstive to tne coaficential
Mforq.utimn fumiahc.d you by cortain i.nlatea of Llcatmz ,:rison.

;¥
. ‘ ‘ ’ '.'.' VQI'I w 3aurg, y _'_ ,,
‘- ,-E ,r r‘ r T : et ;. )
[. \'»n}fﬁ‘hiimﬂuﬂb g+ *r:jg:""‘"“;; |
. ,’ * YA, Oy Joha sdgur Aoove
MAR g 19:-;3 ¢ Director
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- - ’ Mr. E. A. Tamm.._..

L Federal Burean of Jnvestigation , 2. Cleef oo

Mr. Cef'oy Ll

/. Huited Btates Bepartment of Justice Nr. Ceawl oot

e om e m mmem e A i b e

San Franciseoc, Celifornia Mr. Foxw =h ...
February 4, 1939 My, Glav'n .. i

Mr. Les'er .._........

Mr. Mclntive...._....
PERSONAL AND CONF AL Mr. Nichile... ...
Mr. Quin: Tamim....

Director,

Federsl Bureau pf Investigationm,
Washington, D. C.

N, o
o Dear Sir: RE: ARTHUE E.cgﬂRKER aliag DOC (Deceased);
}( DALECSTAMPHILL,, RUFUS“MeCAIN, HENRY

‘ OUNG, WILLIAM N. ESCAPED

/’ FEDERAL PRISONERS

Reference is made to the report of Special
. Agent J. H. RICE, San Francisco, dated February 4, 1939, &nd to
/ v Los Angeles letter to thia office deated Jamuary 28, 1939.

p
v Pursusnt to thg/request of the Director of
© ,  the Buresu of Prisons, Mr, JamesfBennett, ingestigation based
O upon information that he had recélved from &/ponfidential dn-
J formant was conducted es set out in reference report and letter.
-7 Mr. Bennett did not desire to disclose the

identity of his informent, unless it was absolutely necessary;
he did state, howsver, that if it was absolutely necessary the
é, neme of the informant be known, he had instructed Warden J. A.
Yiohnston at Alecatraz to furnish that informstion to us. The in-
lvestigation as conducted by us discloses the probability thst his
v’/ informent is unreliable. R

The reguests to cbeck out the possible mail

"kiting” activities of prison employees were not deemed of import. Lol

to this case, and it appeared to us we would just be running out -~ ° -
l’, a prison problem which, at this time, would have po particular o

connection with the investigzation as it has developed. We also

feel that no further ection should be taken with regerd to running

out & number of leads looking to poasible outside connections of

BAFKER, as suggested by the Director of Prisons, becsuse we would

be doing extensive investigation of matters unrelated to the parti-

cular inguiry being mede s to the Berker escape. We too are still

pot receiving the full confidence of the Werden becauss we have

T U gy

by COEREL BUBEAY OF INvERTIaAd1oY ©

\) COVIES DESTRO¥HR ’ | _,'__-’“__9 \@
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Director y . February 4, 1939
P & C re ARTHUR E. BaRKER ETAL

several times asked him whether or not there have been any new
developments and he has stated there have beenmne; however we

do know from confidential sources that during e check-up end shake~
down which has been going on since the escape, the prison officials
found five bars in the hospitel which had been sawed. It seems to
us that if the proper spirit was being displayed by the Warden

he would tell us of these things, and I do not see why we should
conduct a genersl survey of possible outside leaks on Alcatraez

for the Buresu of Prisons, with the display they have ZIven o
holding out on uas,

I am sure you will esgree with us that if we ere
to make a complete investigation we will have to have &1l the
facts and know everything that is going on, and the matter of
discretion es to what 1s &nd ig not important should be left to
us as investizators, and not to the Warden s& his desires dictate,
We, therefore, are not conducting any Turther investization with
reference to the phase of inquiry requested by the Director of
Prisons, other than the lead set out for the Los Angeles Office in
report of reference,

The matters concerning the reguests of the
Director of Prisons have been included in reference report, and a
separatse report is being submitted, copiles of which will nscessarily
go to the United States Attorney, on other investigative matters,
including the coroner's verdict on Barker's death, and pertinent
details which will affect his decision on prosecution.

Yery truly yours,

NILP:MLA
76-347

-2 \ga
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A T TR . Ban ¥raneisoeo, lecﬂu
S e  Pebrmary 17, 19%
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el e Tl K RE ARTH(IR EMER w/a (deceased) E‘I'AL
b e E R e ey L ESCAPED FEDERAL PRISONERS -]

o : N ~ etk ,_.-_".-_-w"";, Tt ’
v o Wardem T A onum. T e BAL |
S OY v. 8. Mtontury. I R PRI

Aloatras, Califorsis - .; ' _ O
Dnr lardum ATt L. 0. nu- a .
. 'g-f.': - . X DT < .

E - xororouc 1s udo o Ietter dated 7 - e A

B s Yedbruary 7, 1939, signed by L. O, Mills, Chie
BRI Clerk, requesting thres photostatic eoples o
/ declaration shest sizned by ARTHUR nﬂm

[

T

25”' -.

ey

Plesss be ndvtud that I haye had :
photostatic coples mads of this shest and tho-

ey 0_!:

"hh
N “6“' 3

original tozether with the coplos are romrdod -
b.Mth “ m G T e -r‘- o P : _.?'.;‘-'- - ~"_

. "ory tnly_ yours,

Y . s
R y

. e s T %
. L : ' I - Y ' .
e » . T M LT - ? i' il

- - "; :o -L‘o nnin. -t
Speciel uut i Ohnrgo
Bacafs L T e
CUET T mmpamd S -
e T ee BURJ:.&U :
o 76-347 ‘] ZA’ 4‘1 7‘5" Slo? [N
e ) WS oAl BUREAD OF INVESTIGNTION | ©2 -2

FB 23 1939
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. M BYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

" FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA ON —;*0;3,/
Form N.o-. b 1 : ; . ‘%“.g‘q 'l::j"
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT SAN FRANCISCO , -' lm?no 76‘31; é_“. ,‘..'.
{ nEPoRT MADEAT .. . _ PATE WHEN HADK -] FERIOD PO - Wpreed 8 '
SEY FRANCISCO - | 3/21/%9 - '3/'7739"' )
{ ™ ARTHUR E. BARKER aua&mﬁ. (Dacmed).
1 DALE-STAMPHILL, RUFU$-McCAIN, -
| Ry rousa, v-mn.u&amu

¥

' R
Final nedicsl report of death of ARTHUR BARm R
Alcatraz Number 268 furnished by ROMNEY M. RITCEIE,
_ Chief Medical Officer Alcatraz which reflects subject B
A BARKER died at 5.40 P.M. 1/13/39. Copy of Coromer's .. ...~
. L report obtained. ' U.S.Attorney, San Francisco advises
P gl prosecution in this case held in abeyance. o L‘.!
: o . =0
B, Zme ™ Oup
. o e e e e . e e e e A P . .
/-/ =1 g Sé -
: 23T Ou
REFLRENCE: Report of Special Agent in Charge EE D T
L N, J, L. PIEPER, Sen Francisco, AR S el
' ifornt . 2L e 4
' Californie, 1/17/39 ;r;:l Z 27
-~ o -
J-M‘s,‘:u{- o 8
DETATILS: . - AT ALCATRAZ PENI‘I‘N‘I‘IAIH - = "‘ g

.DR. ROMNEY M. RITCHIE, Surgeon. Chlef Modical Ofﬁcer, Alcatraz
Prison. was interviewed and a request wes made for his final report on the death
of ARTEUR E. BARKER Number 268, Alcatraz Penitentiery.

DR. RITCHIE furnished a memorandum to the Warden dated 1/14/39
v'hich he signed and this is quoted as follows:
CO.'PIES DESTROYED

pa—

"pited States Pub].ic Eaalth Serﬂce ,
a 'g. S. Penitentiary, Alcatraz, Calii‘ornia.
. ’!.-‘ mum 14 1939.' ’ Lo = 'r_.“. .‘:;',-" a yren i"
215 Sep 9 1966 e T T L T
";p:‘?xgo w BrECIAL AGENT . . nono’rm_trrlmhm::njn.u -. - \ ‘
L : - A
( L1 475 I4IMAR27193g"
HES OF THIS REPORT
~Bureau :
-St, Paul y<
1-Oklshoma City

Y
1-Chicago

L 3-Sen-dranclsso.

h "ut 2 Zf‘ M
o
1-§eattle

w w
o,
1 J.S._f'_x. Sen Francisco

P < RA“&J S
LA & Z AV

-

¥
¥, 5. SOVERNNINT PRINTING DFFICE 13024
P R LIS S R . At v - . .- -



MEMORANDU T0 THE WARDEN: .‘

. - . . T I R L ..
o PN . Tas «

LI ARTHUR BARKER, 26842" s"

This will 1nrorm you that’ abova captioned inmate who came -

" to the hospitel yesterday morning with injuries mentionsd in a PTBVIOus f?}&

nemorandum, showed a gradual loss of strength during the day and died ;
et 5.4C PM last night. S L R L SEACE

When first brought in he wes greatly conrused but partly
conscious end compleined of pain in the left leg, which was broken and of
beings cold. Later on during the morning he was restless in bed and would’
rally to look mround him but made no etatement or gave any indicetion that -
ke understood the situetior mors then to realize st times his own precarious
physical condition. Everything possible wes done to improve his eondition *-
and DR, E. ¥, TOWNSEND of the U.S.Merine Hospital wes c¢alled in consultetion.
During the afterpoon he became more restlese end confused snd was constantly

rolling sbout in bed. Fis circulation dbeceme weaker more rapidly during

the efternocn and bis bresthing more lebored sapnd it was reslized that he
probebly would not survive the night. A spinsl puncture revealed a large
amount of blood in the Spinel Fluid showing that there was bleeding into
the cranisl cavity resulting from a skull frscture, His conditlon showed -
li{¢tle chapge after 3,00 P, M, uvntil 5.30 P.M. ¥vken he became rapidly'norse
end in spite of stimulants died at 5. LC P.M.

Cause of death: Fracture of skull. _ - i! ’ u;;l ’
Respectfully,

BOMNEY M, FITCHEY, Surgeop'
Chief Medical Officer®

- This memorandum is being retained in the riles of tha Shn
Francisco Field Orrice. R . . g B

' -

Loan "

.J. . _"' ) __; N

At the COroner's Dfrice. QOpy of the rindings of the Goroner'a -
Inquest, dated 1/24/39 was obteined which furnishes findings of the o
Coroner?s Jury and also gives the names of the Coroner's jurors. The -

originsl of the seme 1s belng reteined in the files of this office:



“CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN I’RAFDISGO. i -
- STATE OF CALIFORNIA ' T

- . e . -y e
B L - L, e Liebe e, A

INQUISITION takan at coroner'u Gohrt on the 24th day of Jemuary, '_ . _
1939, before ‘1‘&03. B. W, m. ¥.D. Coroner of mid City and Gount" : -’."*i-_‘ :
upon the oath of 8 quelified jurors who, being duly summoned snd sworn o . -
to inguire into all the circumstences ettending the death of ARTHUR = ...
BARKFR end by whom the same was produced, and in whet mennsr arpd when =
snd where the said deceased caxme to his deeth, do sey u;oon tha:lr oa‘chs ESE
aforesaid: : T

That the said ARTHUR BAREER, mesls, white, single, sbout 39 years
olid, occupstion, leborer, netivity, unknown, residence, Alcetraz Islenmd,
came to his desth on Jemuary 13, 1939, on Alcetraz Islend, fram shock . . ~~
and hemorrhage following gunshot wounds of head and thigh (left), e
specimens to toxicologist; negetive for elcohol, Specimens to patholo-
gist: Gunshot wound of the heed with contusion of the brain end brain
hemorrhage, treunstic, '
\ 45 we further’tind: CoTom T o T

thet the said ARTHUR BARKER met his death attempting to escepe

from Aleatrez Prison from gunshot wounds inflicted by guards unknown.
From the evidence at hand, we, the jury, bellave this escape was msde
possible by the failure of the system for guerding prisoners now in use
o 8t Alcetraz Frison end we recommend e drsstic improvement by those in
. . euthoritye. Further, thet e more efficient system be sdopted for
" {liuminetion of shores end weters immedjetely surrounding the prison; that
the citzens of Sen Franciasce unite in en effort to have & more suitable
location for imprisomment of the type of desperados at present boused at
Alcatraz, ,, :

IN WITKESS W EREOF the said uoroner and the Jurors aforesaid have to this ‘
Ingquisition set their hends end seals on the date thereor.

) a/s GHLS J’. HcmN Foranan Sl
o 8/s = R. WLLLIAMSON S . I A U
T. C. CAIN - : : o R S
S. SPIELLFR S - e R
A. W. LUNDSTROM - o L -
K. D. mm Co . 4 o A‘ '-’“ . "_I LT .
GEC, C. CORY, "~ Approved ~ THOS. B, W. LELAND, M,D,
COROIER,™

o

110
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This matter wes presented to the U,S.Attorney FRANK J.
EEJNESSY, for the purpose of ascerteining whether or not he eon-n
templated prosecution of the other subjects in this cese. MR,
HENNESSY advised thet he had taken the matter up with the Lttarn.y
' General's Office and that he hsd raceived a reply %o holﬂ proucution Ry

.in this cese 1n ebeyanee. L A ,_.:- .f § L g
IR SR LT 2y ' " o ;-'3 "I_’,,, b O 2
UNDEVELOPED I.EADS. T A 'f.; LR Do -

~ 'JHE SLN FRANCISCO FIPLD OH’ICE IIII.L keep I.n eonuct tith
the U.S.Attorney's Office and if prosecution is suthorized e report
w%ill be sutmitted furnishing the results of prosecution,
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Ly During the investigation conducted by the Sen L - U ;
) Francisco Office relative to the recent sttemptsd escepe B

\ from Alcatras Penltentiary By Dog ‘Barker and others, em - -
g Ageut had oscksion to review the rindings of the Coronar's

Jury which investigsted the destd of Doc Barker. The =
following quotation teken from the ruport of the Coroper's

Jury dated Janueasy 24, 1939, 4s of interests el g

el

» e

T ; i
. . e
¢ A R -

find we further fivfi- - 2 TE T,

that the scid ARTHUR BARKER met bis desth sttempting .
to escape from Alcatras Prison froa gunshot wounds inflicted ty
guards unkpo¥n. Froa the evidence at band, we, the jury, believe -
this esccpe was made possible by the feilure of the systen for e

priscuers nov in uss stGilcatrer Prison and we recommend
s drestic lmprovement by those 41 outhority, Yurther, thet e
more efficient systen be sdoptaed for 11lusination of sbores and -
ssters immediately surrounding the prison; that the citissns of
San Francisco unite in an sffort to bave & moOre suitable location -
for imprisoment 5T the type of deaperados at present housed at .
Alcatras,” = o L T
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- % JOMNEDGAR HOOVER ) ) -
* DIRECTOR : ()

: . - Federal Bureau of Investigation

A

Hnited Btates Department of Justice
MWashinoton, B. ..

February . 4, 1939
MEMORANDIM

RE: ALCATRAZ ESCAPE

On Jenusry 13, 1939, at 8:00 AM, Special Agent in Chsrge
N. J. L. Pieper of the San Francisco Office telephonicelly communicated
with Mr. E. A, Tamm stating five prisoners who had been missing from
the prison at Alcatrsz had been located on the beach on the islend having
been successful in getting outside the confines of the Penitentiary.
Approximstely one hour later, Mr. Pieper celled the Bureau furnishing
information indicating that &ll five escapees had been returned to the
prison, He named the five individue&s who attempyd to escape as being
Arthur~Barker, Dave otamphill, Rufus McCein, Henry Young, and Killism
Martin {dolored). At that time Mr, Pieper declared that Arthur Barker
and Dave Stamphill had been wowded bui from the informetion obtained
it was his understanding the other three prisoners were all right.

D

At 10:00 AM on Januery 13, 1939, Mr, Bennett, Director of the
Bureau of Prisons, cslled Mr., Foxworth at the Bureau advising of the
attempt which five prisoners made to escape from Alcatraz thet morning.
Mr. Bemnett further sdvised that the Warden of the Penitentiery had
notified the San Francisco Office of the FBI requesting their coopera-
tion in the investigation. He likewise indicated that he might heve to
go to San Francisco himself concerning this matter. Mr. Bennett in
addition furnished a copy of a news release which he had furnished to
representatives of the press.

At epproximetely noon on January 13, 1939, the Director tele~
phoned Special Agent in Charge Pieper at 8an Francisco informing him
that the Department wants a thorough investigation made of this matter &nd
instructed Speciel Agent in Charge Pieper to call him directly as soon as-
he received eny comprehensive information. At that time, Mr. Pieper
informed he had already sent two Agents to Alcatraz and he himself was
proceeding to thet point within a short while.

On the basis of informztion telephonicelly communiceted to
the Director from Mr. Pieper, the following date ip _conmection with the

attempted escape are set forth: ‘:;-
-(N'DFY\ - - 3 '
| Skt - am s ey
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There are three prison count checke made during the night
et Alcatraz, the first et midnight, the second at 3:00 AM and the third
at 6:00 AM. On the morning of Jamuary 13, 1939, the 3:;00 AM count was
made and everybody was accoumted for. At approximately 3:35 AM, howeverf
one man wes missing from the "D® cell block which i the isolation ward
where the five men who attempted to escape were located. The prison S
guard immedietely notified the prison administration as per instructions
without waiting to see if any more prisoners were missing. At 3:42 AM, l
an actual count of the tier was mede end iﬁ?found thet five men were
missing., At 4:01 AM the general alsrm whistle blew and the San Franc1acd
Office of the Bureau was notified as were other law enforcement agencies
in San Francisco. At 4:10 AM Barker and Stemphill were sighted on the
shore at Alcatraz and by 4330 AM &1l ¢f the remsining prisoners who
attempted to escape were sighted. At 5:18 AM Barker was sent to the
hospital et Alcatraz and at 5:21 AM Stamphlll was similarly confined.
At 5:36 all five of the priscners had been returned to the prison and
&t 6:00 AM the count showed all prisoners eccounted for.

Eech of the prisoners had been confined in separate cells and
it wes later discovered two of the bers on the door had been sawed and i
filed smooth. Each prisoner escaped through his own cell door and crossed |
the corridor of the cell block to the window on the outside well where a
bzr had been broken loose and an ocutside window with steel framing hed
been cut out. It was by this measns that the prisoners reached the outside.
One of the prisoners who attempted to escape and was subsequently saved
from drowning, William Mertin, informed that each of the five prisoners
had worked on the bers in his respective cell and the window during night
end day. It wes likewise learned that the escape was plenned by Barker
end had been ready for at least & month and their only reason for waliting
was for the right fogey night. The cell bars had been covered from time
to time by paint mix2d with floor wax instead of putty which is the usual
practice in such attempts as this. When the sawing of the bars was com-
pleted, the blades were thrown into the lavatories so that any search of
the cells would not disclose the blades. The heavy bar on the inside of
the outside wall window is mede of steel and could not be cut, in view
of which the prisoners pried it loose with an instrument they had made,
known as a screw-jack. The use of this screw-jeck caused a tension
which snapped the bars several times. It was determined that the saws
and screw-jack were emuggled into the isoletion ward meny weeks ago by
Stamphill who later committed & violation of the rules as a result of
which he, too, was pleced in the isolation ward into which he had already
smuggled the tools to be used in effecting the escape. The saw blades
went through prison inspection in view of the fact that they were glued
into musicel instruments believed to be mouth harps.

LI



It was the plen of the five prisoners to get away on a raft
which they had crudely made from lumber end driftwood readily obtain-
able upon the shores of Alcatraz Island. The raft wes tied together
with sheets torn in strips. : :

Barker and Stamphill were gighted first and refused all
orders to halt, upon which they were immediately fired upon. McCain
and Young were apprehended without injury and Martin was pulled ocut
of the water at a point very near to that point of the island which
is pearest to San Francisco. Barker died on the evening of January 13,
1939. Stemphill was wounded on the outer part of the upper thigh with
another wound a little lower down on the internzl surface of the thigh
and another wound still lower on the external side of the right leg
above the ankle, It was learned that efter he wes apprehended Barker
exclaimed to one of the guards, "I am crazy as helll! I should never
have tried itl" .

It has been learned from informstion received, a similar
breek had been planned by the prisoners detailed to the kitchen of
Alcetraz prison, and in connection with this plenned escape, it was
the intention of the prisoners to seize some of the women and children
&t the island. The Special Agent in Charge of the Sen Francisco Qffice
was immediztely instructed to advise Warden Johnston of the informztion
in the possession of the Buresu indicating there are numerous knives
in the possession of the prisoners in the cells at Alcatraz and also
the proposed break to be mede by the kitchen crew. 47

?
SR .,
stzted that the OCK i85 & Vely spot end that some weeks &ago

he made & report on this situation setting out the fact that he could

not see the guard on the gun gallery and thet the man on the gun gellery
could not see him., If this condition existed, it may offer an explans-
tion to some extent as to why the prisoners were able to carry on the
saving of the bars in the windows without being noticed by the guards. ‘

In connection with the edminfistration angles &t the prison,
it appears that the Deputy Warden, Mr.\Miller, has definitely not main-
tained good relztions with his subordinates and does not tell the Warden -
of the Penitentiary all of the information which comes to his attention:
by reason of his position as Deputy VWarden. It is understood that the
gusrds heve from time to time made reports on certain conditions but
when furnished to Mr. Miller he has often taken them as personal criti-
cisms which mekes the guerds appear foolish in performing their duties in
front of the prisoners, He also indicated the "D" cell block, used for
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isolation purposes is considered by many &s an idesl place by reeson

of tne ventilation end reading material. From the informetion developed,
it would not eppear that anyone connected with the prison administration
at Alcetraz has been corrupt although there appears to be & question of
persons in administrative position failing to properly handle the

guards, resulting in & breakdown of morele. )

In his letter dated January 14, 1938, tne Specizl Agent in
Cherge of the San Francisco Office furnished the Bureau with an album
prepered of photograpns taken subsequent to the attempted escape. Four
sets of these photograpns were made and forwarded to the San Francisco
Difice.

In his conversstion with the Director on January 14, 1939,
Mr. Pieper stated the situation in the isolation section almost makes
that section similar to & country club. It appeers thet the adminis-
trative officers of the prison appear to bargain with the prisoners,
gllowing them to be in any cell they desire or next to enyone they wish
just as long as they behave, Mr. Pieper further disclosed the kitchen
was thoroughly sesrched but nothing of value was found, although a
meter box saw was located in the paint shop, together with & putty knife
with & saw blede on one end of it. ’ - T

On Januery 16, 1939, the Director instructed the Special Agent
in Charge at San Francisco to prepere tvo more volumes of the photographs
as well as two more copies of the chart and forward them to the Bureau.
Mr. Pieper stated that Agents Rice and Farland were continuing toeir
investigetion et the island. He likewise revealed thet Mr, Bennett of
the Bureeu of Prisons was there and desired to have Agent Farlend present
on tne following day when questions were being asked, Mr. Pieper advised
both Mr. Bennett and Mr.|Schilder ere living on Alcatraz Islend.

ormed he had obtained a copy of the éiﬁ%&
letter written by steting it was impossible to see the

cells in Block "D" of the isolation section from the guard stand, this

letter being deted January 9, 1939. He further disclosed that several

saw bledes and enother hand-jack' had been found in the isolation section -
although nothing hes developed from the megnet sesrch as the drains go

down to the ocean at & steep angle.

Mr. Piep

' In his teletype dated Januery 17, 1939, the Special Agent in
Cherge of the Sen Francisco Office stated a report had been dictated
and should be received at the Bureau by Thursday noon, January 19, 1939.

6
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He indicated that no additional information had been developed
althouch the inquiry with prison authorities was still proceeding.
The prisoners interrogsted have refused to make any statement to
Director Bennett and the search for tools of escape has been
negetive although the search is being continued. Mr. Pleper
concluded by stating his investigation is substantially complete.

On January 13, 1939, upon receipt of the original
information as to the attempted escape a memorandum was prepered
outlinin~ briefly the sentences in connection with which these
five inaividusls were sentenced to the United States Penitentiary
at Alcatrez Island. Also ettached to this memorandum are
photographs of the prisoners together with copies of their criminal
records.

On Jenuary 18, 1939, the Special Agent in Charge of the
San Francisco Jffice telephonically communicated with the Director,
at which time he steted thet Mr. Bennett, Director of the Bureau of
Prisons, had fideritial Informstion indicating thet a guard by the b Jc
name of is possibly & contact man who worked between ’
Doc Barker &nd somebody on the shore. Mr. Bennett requested the
Burean to ascertain whether or not there were any contacts made
by this guerd and whether or not he acted as a contact man between
the inside of the prison and the outside. The source of Mr,
Bennettls information is not available, although Mr. Benneti was
in & conference Tith convicts in the hospital all day, January 18th.
The Director instructed Mr. Pieper to proceed with this investigation, -
but e“fort should be mede to obtain the source of Mr. Bennett's
information.

By letter dated January 16, 1939, the Special Agent in
Charge of the Sen Francisco Office transmitted a personal and
confidential letter to the Director, in which he outlined
informetion developed as & result of the investigation conducted
st Alcatraz subsequent to the escape. His letter was broken down
into different divisions as mentioned herein.

MORALE AT ALCATRAZ ISLAND _ £7C-’ J
7

In this connection qitterly accused the
-Verden and Deputy Tiarden of belng responsible for the treuble,

claiming that it is due to a lack of proper administration.

U S \o\"\
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THE TREATMENT OF PRISONERS

b7“J
Information from Frevealed thet the b7d
prisoners could "bargain' wi e Deputy “arden, who would make

8 deel with them to grant them certain wishes in retwrn for their
not causing any disturbances. In this connection it was also
mentioned relative to the Cole-Roe escape by one of the guards,
that the guard on duty in the model tower had his hand in a cast
and it would have been impossible for him to shoot.

FEAKNESSES IN D BLOCK ISOLATION

Under this section Mr. Pieper outlined e letter written  A7C
by on Januery 9, 1939, directed to the Warden, in which b'l'ocl
ne submitted for the latter's considerstion three items which he
deemed necessary to further the security of the institution.
£lso pointed out thet his duties on the west gun gallery are 50
explicit and confining and that the of ficer on duty has to do
certain little things which allow the men in isolation to be
utterly uncbserved on occasions for possibly one and & half
hours at & time.

MEANS OF GETTING TOOLS INTQ CELL_BLOCKS

With regard to this classification Mr. Fieper explained
thet tools of escape might be brought into cell blocks through the
kitchen or kitchen basement, as there are & number of cell block .
orderlies working eround in thst area constantly.

MATSRIAL AVAILABLE TO MAKE ESCAPE TOOLS

It is pointed out there is &n unlimited source of materiel
for escane tools, particularly in the various shops. 4s a result
of the shakedovm different saw blades and other tools of escape were
located.

ALARMS

It appears thet jmmediately folloving word of the escape

“the fire alarm was sounded in addition to the regular escape siren,

yhich caused a number of the officials on the island to believe a
fire was in progress. It was learned that three men obtained the
fire truck, but when they reached the canteen they were turned back,
efter being advised it was an escape rether then a fire.
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WEAKNESSES STILL APPARENT )7 5,7 A.

q&rised that his information indicates that
the orisoners in the power house are getting ready to go. Mr. Pieper

discloges that this rumble was picked up by Agent Farland and
himgelf several months ago.

A copy of the above mentioned personal and confidential
letter was sent to the Attorney General and to Honorable Jeseph B.
Keenan, The Assistant to the Attorney General. A copy was also
transmitted to the Director of the Bureau of Prisoners, with the
suggestion that the information contained therein relative to the
jdentity of various employees be handled in & most discreet manner.

The report of Special Agent in Cherge Pieper, dated
at Sen Francisco, California, Jeruary 17, 1939, was received at
the Burean on Jamuary 19, 1939. This report contains information
secured as & result of signed statements furnished by various
guards at the Penitentiary. A copy of this report was likewise
furnished to the Director of the Buresu of Prisons.

The San Francisco Office &lso furnished two additional
albums conteining vearious photographs showing different points
of interest on the island. One of these albums was forwarded to
the Attorney General. In the album retained -at the Bureau,
photographs of the five subfects were included on the last page.
Coples of these photographs were also forwarded to the San Francisco
Office, pursuent to the request received: from that Division.
By personal and confidentisl letter dated Jamuary 26,

1939, the San Francisco Office advise that contact had been had
with Warden Johnston of the Penitentiery, who stated that there were
no new developments. The Warden was specifically asked concerning
nev developments for the purpose of seeing whether or not he would
reveal informetion relative to developments as a result of the
shakedown which was still in progress at Alcatraz. It hed been
learned confidentially thet during the check up that had been
going on during the escape, five bars in the Hospitel were found to
have been sawed, This information had reached the San Francisco
Office from various confidential sources, but the Warden at the

. 3 Penitentiary hed not seen fit to furnish that information to the
RS Azents, elthough he wes not questioned point-blenk concerning

: thie discovery. It is further indicated that it is the general

(11
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opinion of the guards that nothing will come of the investigation
made by Mr. Bennett, it being their opinion that the investigation
is nothing more or less than a "white wash".

Mr. Pieper elso furnished a copy of an editorial from
the ¥an Francisco News, wherein a coroner's jury urges the Government
to find & "more suiteble location" then Alcatrez Island to imprison
its worst murderers, kidnapers, etc.

In conclusion Mr. Pieper stated that the investigation
conducted &t the request of Mr. Bennett looking to the possible [ /e
connection of Gue_xx_'gw has not materialized, and a
report will be submitted as goon as the Los Angeles Office has
comnleted the investigation in its district.

By letter dated January 26, 1939, the San Francisco
Office furnished a letter and papers received from a Miss Frances
Held of Apertment 311, 2709 West Pico Street, Los Anrceles, California.
It is the opinion of the San Francisco Office that there is nothing
in this letter to indicate that it ceame from an inmate at Alcatraz.
Photostatic copies of the letter have been prepered and forwarded to
the San Freancisco and Los Angeles Field Divisions.

By memorandum to the Director of the Bureau of Prisons,
deted darch 8, 1939, the Bureau furnished a copy of the report of
Special Agent J. H. Rice, dated at Sen Francisco, Californie, February

4, 1939, containing information relative dodlagadnyestigation con- L7
aquctea concerning the activities of one Thie particulsr

investigation was conducted at the request f Mr. James V., dennett,
who had received information of a confidential nzture frop certain
inmates of Alcatraz Prison.
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*ela Federal Burean of Inuestination

United Btates Brpuftmtnt of Justice
Washington, D. .

KaG: JHK March 28, 1939

MESORANDUY rOR MR. k.o A. Thfy

Attached hereto is a memorandum wnich was origi-
nally started immediately following the receipt of infor-
mation indicating that an escape had been attempted at

0 plcatraz Prison. As additional informstion was received
from time to time, it was recorded in this memorandum.
Since this investigation has been practically completed, the
need for the continuance of this memorandum no longer exists
and conseguently it is being included in the file.

R. A. Guerin

RECOTDID % ,zlz 5:-_3 5
FEDERAL BUREAU OF 1%“E5TIGATION
MAR 29 {939
V. S, DEPRIGENT G: JuSTICE
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JOHN GPGAR HOOVER O y ' <.. ‘
DIRECTOR 2 -

¥Federal Burean of Inuestination

Tnited Btates Bepartment of Justice /
Washinoton, B. ¢,

RPK: MP . March 29, 1939

76-4175

MEMORANDIM FOR THE DIRECTOR

-\-"'"*-.._,__‘__‘_l e e
During the investigetion conducted by the -Sen
Frencisco Office relative to the

ecent sttempted escape r:
from Alcetraz Penitentiary by Dod-Barker and others, an <
Agent had occasion to review the findings of the Coroner's ¢
Jury which investigated the death of Doc Barker. The R—-
following guotation teken from the report of the Coraner's S
Jury dated Januery 24, 1939, is of interest: o~

£/
"pnd we further finds : . v
that the szid ARTHURPBARKER met hie desth atfempting ™
to escape from Alcatraz Prison from gunsbot wounds inflicted by e
guards unknown, From the evidence at hand, we, the jwy, believe "
this escape was made possible by the failure of 'the syatem for
guarding prisoners now in use at Alcatraz Prison and we recommend %
e drastic improvement by those in esuthority. Further, that a e
more efficient system be adopted for illuminstion of shores end e
weters immediately surrounding the prison; that the citizens of &
San Francisco unite in an effort to have a more suitable location ©
for imprisomment of the type of desperados at present housed at &
Alcatraz." &
<
| o
Jully, E
E. A, Tamm

| <RCOFREM, '. 7&__ 4/7.5_/" 36 '
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Feberal :ﬁlureitlt of Intrestigedion
1L &, Brpurtment of Jusdice

- San Franeclsco, California
April 14, 1939

Q’ Director
Federal Buresu of Investigatiom

Washington, D. Ce

L
Re: ARTHUR E.o BARKER, with aliases,
et al; ESCAPED FEDERAL PRISONEES.

of E. PARKER, with aliases: CBARKER, BOB’BARKER,
CLAUDYDALE, which was made by PAUL C§"GREEN, Technician on the

Dear Sirs ‘l
O I am transmitting under separatg cover a'death mask
n
staff of the Coroner for the City a.nz County of San Francisco.

(1\ This death mask was prepared on Jarmary 14, 1939, prior to the
autopsy, was made available through the courtesy of DR,
T. B. W s Coroner, City and County of San Francisco. It

is suggésted that you may desire to address & commnication to
DR. IELAND and MR. CREEN, thanking them for giving this mask to
us,

It is interesting to note that the attempt to escape
was made on "Friday the Thirteenth", the mortsl wounde being in-
flicted in the early morning hours of that day and BARKER dying
at 5:40 P. ¥, on Fridey the thirteenth, It occurred to me that
you may desire to use this death mask in one of the exhibits at

the Bursau.
Very truly yours,
N. J(gL. PIEFER  © ! )
Special Agent in Charge
L
76-347 WE ,
.LC’(:RDED [7 - £ -~
eoem |\ 74 4175~ 3
ERyop | FEDIRAL BURLAU OF INVESTIGATION
PR 13
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Federal Burean of Inuestigation e € o
- Mnited States Bepartment of Justire : ‘n:* T
RPC :MTG Hashinaton, D. ¢, _ Yr Rgen S
. . s, Foxworth ..
76ed 17537 April 20, 1939 Mr. :":

' Seoter
nure...:.....
MRMORANDUM FOR MR, NATHAN - o Q“m
Re: Doath Mask of *"Doc® Barker e Gandy o

The San Francisco Division, under date of April 14,
1939, transmitted to the Bureau & death mask of "Doc" Barker.
This was made by Paul C. Green on the staff of the Coronerfs
Office of the City and County of San Francisco oz January 14,

1939, following the autopsy after Barkor was caught attempting
his escape,

This is a very good death mask, I ex arranging for -
a negative mould of the seme to be made at once in the Laboratory
80 thet several copiea can be made in moulage and can be used
in the Director's Office or wherever else it may be conaiderod
desired to exhibit,

My, Pieper in tranamitting this mask suggested a letter
be addressed to Dr. Leland and Mr, Green thanking them for present=-
ing the mask to the Bureau, Buch a letter is attached hereto
subject to the Director's approval.

Respesctfully,

—
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Dr. 2. B, ¥, Leland L
San Trenoisco, Oalifornis - = - .

L llyﬂurﬂomrt

e, Pleper n oharge of the Ban Francisee - = . T
Division of this Bureau has forwarded 8o me the death mask - A
of Arthur X. Barker, with alieses, X want %0 thank you . .- .
for your kindness in making this availeble So the Buresn, - —
: I enm sure it will make a valusble yecord fa the FBI, ' = ' © 2 T
Lie 2
.b( May I also comend $he excellent work of Mr, " E}_ 3
Paul G, Oreen of your technical staff as refleoted in ®he '3, < =
preparation of this mask, S ARk c =
aPo
Sinocarely yours, :;‘% ;’%
J. Eagar Booved A
: e 2 o
)
C0~8an Francisco .
[ T ; E
W, Mathan ) .
B, L. A, Tomm o .
", Gleas _ P ,
Ne. . Gottey . - : *; R \" . . ¥
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