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of taking agent's b
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TON (A verdicts; .

. HINGTON (AP) — Rep. John _ be Xolled individually on the

WX Segrette was convicted Tuésday and each juror quietly responded .
! it of accepting a bribe from an FBI “guilty” on each charge. -~ R o
! undercover agent in the Abscam politi- - Jenrette was convicted of one ‘count :
}“ cal rorruption investigation. .4~ « - - of conspiracy o commit bribery-ang :
{.-" The South Carolina Democrat, the two counts of bribery. Stowe was con- ¥ :. %
" second cormgressman tonvicted in the victed of one count of conspiracy and : ', <:
! Abscam- investigation, was charged two counts of aiding and abetting brib. . :."
: withtacﬁepting the money from t&e e R PR I '
* agent who was posing as a representa- . Fach man could face a maximum 38
- tivé of wealthy Arabs needing special ‘{::;smm prison and the ds of dok

V4 o et Court jufy als fines. o
i e U.S. ury also - wrill be § o 1
; . conVicted John R. Stowe, a Richmond, %inte&c;l nf “{%‘Ibe sclledpuled lat ]
- Vo) busincastan, who Was charged  yicsen Aug. 3 in the first Abscam tral '
- with aiding and abetting Jenrette in  anq on Oct. 2, he was expelled from the
- the bﬂbel'y SChelm. S "'- P House by ‘v'ote o’ 37 AR b
. The jury of eight women-and four . g0 NN Y RS
mod rotuined- their verdicts in U.S,. . Before thejurors beggn deliberating, -
District Court afier suine fous hiurs of g'sstﬂ?gg?h‘mdge&ﬁﬁcar?m )
deliberatiops that began just after - 3 brﬂ:zm on de' W8 Of C e |
funch. The verdict was announced at , 367 806 bribery PR€ O -
B Ts g, CDT. ¢ . o cs - loase of SOUBREL - Stowe
. “ After the jury foreman, Sylvia : o "o v SO S cmryer
 Parker, announced the verdicts, ‘hﬁh“{"e ‘;‘fﬁm °fte°‘;g‘l‘;f;°i:;' <
| Jexirette, sitting af the defense table, . ¥hich 1aW ELIOTOms clals incuce
 bowed his head and sobbed into his - 9F persuade persans to commit unl
: ! hands. Stowe sat impassively as be had ful a Id not otherwise.
: " during most of the five-week trial.
) %.,.;.-\A,f_ter' leaving the courtro
b 4 -vlleun.reg.eﬁbeﬂ,onge f,',‘,‘,’,“}{“‘ of his’
¢ e, Rita, for nearly a OUF. 3" fraudulent  repre
He told reporters he was *‘very much _IBreats; GOENE. ctics, harassment, - ¢~
; I vide
; : year< tried to show th
: i, Hp said he planne split a $50,000 ¢
} Ok ection campaign, although adding , cover agent posing tive = 52
A . he ould’ meet with the Democra { wealthy Arabs..;: 34
. 2 {n the 10 counties he repre- Jenrette took the stand last week ty
S étermine ti:hl o = *"deny he accepted the bggg, which was
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Mr. Roger S. Young
Inspector in Charge
Office of Congressional and

Public Affairs
United States Department of Justice
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D.C. 20535

Dear Mr. Young:

Thank you for sending me the material about Judge
Webster's speeches which I have now concluded reading. I was
especially grateful for the Variety clipping which spells out
your current _jnvolvement with various television projects. Since
_ seems to be doing something in the genre in which

as interested, I would like to shift my emphasis to another

project which has indicated more than a passing
interest in. I am referring to the time when Melvin Weinberg was
involved in an art theft con for the FBI. Attached is a copy of
an article I read in the October 26 issue of the Washington Post ,
magazine in Rudy Maxa's column. 6/7V~’

I am planning on coming to Washington within a week or
10 days and would appreciate your looking into this matter on our
behalf. Any background information you can provide me about this
episode will be greatly appreciated. I will phone you when my

travel plans are more concrete. Again, thank you for your coopera-
tion and I look forward to meeting with you when I in Washington,

D.C. U
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8 The Weshington “M Magasind/October N. 1980

ABSCAM'S CON
PROVIDES DETAILS
OF FEDERAL STING

If you're a congressman ensnared in
the Abecam scandal, you'l have to
stand ip a long line to depounce Melvin
Weinberg, the self-described con man
behind the episode. According to o
copy of a book proposal sbout his kife,
Weinberg has made a babit of double-
dealing, back-stabbing and hustling,
beginning with his Bronz boyhood

" | when he stole gold stars from his teach-

er’s desk to show his
fine student he was.
Things went downhill from there.
When Weinberg's father went into the
ind busi for le, his
belpful son drove around town in a
Cadillac. shooting out windows with =
lingshot. Dad’s business boomed. And
for the last three decades, Weinberg
has taken his talents around the woeld,
building a rep ion that only be
generally known when the Abscam af-
fair became public knowledge early
this year. . :
“Mel Weinberg's touch in the Ab-

scam g was as asa
bammerhead shark in the kitchen

mother what &

"| sink,” claims the proposal for an au.
thorized b

phy of Weinberg that
a Newsday Pulitzer. Prite-winning edi-
tor, Robert W. Greene, is writing for
publisher E. P. Dutton. “The budget-

gov investigator can-
not think in terms of Dom Perignon
coffee breaks, authentic Louis XVI fur.
niture and rented Lear jets as prope for
an ipvestigation. The government
mind tends more to Sears, Roebuck
suits, dinner meetings at Schrafft’s and
discount rooms at the Dixie Hotel . . .
Weinberg made the difference.”
Weinberg reportedly made about a
$600,000 difference—the reported cost
of a sting that featured yachts, hotel
suites, Atlantic City parties and, of
course, cases of cash for politicians and
their middlemen. °
Among the information Greene and
“einberg mdi will be i ded in
the book: :
¥ Some politicians were not to be
touched. To the fr ion of Wein-

berg und.the FBI ageats working with

/ . :

{ : ) y .
him, Weinberg claims, Justice Depart-
ment officials reportedly ordered them
not to pursue leads that might have led
to bribe allegations against House
p7 R Speaker Thomas “Tip™
§ O'Neill (D-Mass.), Rep.

&} Peter Rodino (D-N.J.),

Sen. Strom Thurmond

other congressmen.
t0 reveal details

of bow he brought con-

(R-S.C.) and’ several .
v Weinberg promises

gressmen—and not just their
men-—into the open to accept

middle-
or

art theft con for the FBL In what the

Srooil lls o meem it
Wein conv three gangsters to
‘| exchange a million dollars in stolen art
for $500,000 in cash. The exchange was
to follow a ride in the gangster'’s pri-
vate plane t0 an airport whose where.
abouts was known only to the mob-
sters. The FBL, however, followed the
plane, recovered the art and arrested
the mobeters.

Weinberg, described in the book out-
line as a “raspy-voiced, cigar-chomping
swindler from the Bronx,” owed the
FBI o favor. Indicted for fnu% in l::'l.
along with a girlfriend, Weinberg
pleaded guilty and was placed on ..
probation after promiaing to work for
memluhwldwehmummuim
his services. Shortly thereafter, John
Goode, an FBI agent newly assigned to
Suffolk County, New York, recruited
"| Weinberg. -
| Weinberg told the agent, “You gotta
gowithdm.Weneedlbigtmnt,oL
fices, limousines, a private plane—

something a little different.”
the early 19608 with arganized crime
figures to murder Fidel Castro has the
federal government worked with a con-

fessed crook on such & wide-reaching

scam. e
ut if one mobster had had his way a

few years age, thers would have beon
4 mo Weinberg to mastermind anything.
- According to Weinberg, a Florids gang-
ster almost threw him out of a hotel

-y dled the

g - e hld -
é%: : gangwter’s nephew, a Miami lawyer, out

of $8,000. Only Weinberg's desperate
invocation of a higher-ranking mob-
ster’s name saved him from death. At

least di bribes a8 ¢
cameras recorded them.

¥ He also tells the story of a'front.
Page newspaper photograph in Phila-
delphia of & female FBI agent working
with Weinberg that slmost ruined the
crucial Pennsylvania portion of the Ab-

scam eting. N
X v At the same time hemwo{king

least & couple of congressmen probably
wish the aggrieved mobster had not
been so charitable.

Footnote: An editor at E. P. Dutton
says a couple of chapters of the Wein-
berg biography—which the proposal
says will enjoy the exclusive coopera.
tion of the FBI agents who worked
with Weinberg—are in hand, and could

Abscam, W

be in bookst as oarly as next lp{igz_g_.
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4 : Telephone Rm.
//l ’ Director’s Sec’y

Dear Mr. Webster%/ /L_/ /6; < /{k.e/ /&f Asf'

F91/004

Mr. William H. Webster, Director

Federal Bureau of Investigation

J. Edgar Hoover Building

™ 9th & Pennsylvania Avenue slggsmﬁmﬁ
N washington, D, C._ 20535

iAs my letter of October 21 to you indicated, our
’Charlotte stations will welcome the opportunlty to
lalr a statement from you in response to our October
17/18 editorial entitled "The FBI and ABSCAM."

I realize your busy schedule, but do hope you will
agree to present the "other side" of the issue--
ithereby enabling our viewers and listeners to form
their own opinions and draw their own conclusions
from having heard both sides.

If you prefer not to respond, I will appreciate -~
.- lyour letting me know as quickly as possible. Thany//lﬂ_\

iyou for your consideration, and I look forward tng

hearing from you,

Sincerely,

f 7/\

LMH/
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

—_ Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion.

3 Deleted under exemption(s) with no segregable’
material available for release to you.

Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies)
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

——  Pagel(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies);
as the information originated with them. You will
be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI.

—rt . Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

pihse Lo Lonted sv ceviil 202X o+ Hoyofore wo7”

orslooged s Hew Sornf.

1  For your information:

B/The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:
43-/5C —RTb X 2>

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
§ DELETED PAGE(S) gg
{ NO DUPLICATION FEE §
XXXXXX X FORTHIS PAGE X
YXLXXX )0:0.0.:6.00:0:0°000:60.0°9:6064
XXXXXX
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_ Date: Nove 10-80
Ref: 1’323

United States Department of Justice
Federal Bureau of Investigation
WASHINGTON, "D.C. 20535

6%;zhb¢’EQ5POUSf,;;L Cj/SCd/n. iﬁ;;“

Att: Mr. Roger S. Young,
Inspector in Charge

Office of Congressional and Public Affairs

Dear Mr. Young:

I acknowledge your letter of October 29th,
setting forth as to where the procedural require-
ments for may be obtained concerning the release
of requested records of the Bureau,

Thank you,

S
'S

Sincerely yours,
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OUTSIDE SOURCE
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Federal Bureau of Investigation Re: Abscam

Washington, D,.C, o

Dear Sirs:

Those convicted through Abscam may be as guilty as
sin, and I hold no brief for them,

However, I protest on principle the FBI in any way
tempting a person to commit a crime that he might not
otherwise commit,

The FBI has the honorable mission of investigating
crime, but never of inducing anyone to cormit crime.

I hope that this sort of thing will be stopped and
never done again, It is unworthy of us as a nation,
end of you ag an ageney.

Very sincerely,

(No reply'is expected, Thanks,)

lo/
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country's smoothest confidence- » traceable to Weinberg's role as an FBI
»-informant and consultant on running -
+ »con operations are hefty federal bonus- ' .
+. €8, a reward from a private insurance:
.. company, advances for his 88:5.
v+ Weinberg's blography, which he -

EBSS.EER:EES».
> -8.8.. -%BR. 5 2 hustler's Horatio, -

game operators, was paid to use his

xpertise and connections to design:

scam that eventually moved from

Melvin io.:co_.n. the
man who handed out |
_Abscam bribes, was -
\ . reportedly vn.n ..
$423,000 tor his ;
government services!:

mﬁ. Welabery recenty o & gy 1
! he hopes 10 make more money out of i

Eyt
“w - .Included tn the $423,000 g.....,...‘

=~3w»§ﬁ£§¢

® Each month, from March 2 55.‘
-, until now, Weinberg was paid-at least .. liberties groups including the National - -
. ﬁgnﬁnﬁuﬁgﬁaeg__?
-w. . " -known as the Undercover ?s»i

. .. Committee. ) NI
W @A $10000 bonus 39@ m.w_ 8..,
By .+ closing his first “sting™ case, which .
SR E<o_<3 recovery of !a:._ B_ES

“ show  that "he Tan. & varlety of con ’

- games while acting'as-an FB! inform- -
Br%ﬁ.wssg._woﬂn

: >§&_§&E§38,..:
,-.the confidence artist was obtained by !
. ;Jawyers for Rep. John Jenrette, DS.C.,
- convicted, in September of taking a -
60,000 bribel’ Jenrette’s lawyers -ob- '
+ tained the list as part of a courtroom -,
. strategy designed with belp from civil “-

cvo_.w_%a. .

.2. "The operation was code 353
“Arab Scam” and abbreviated Abscam.,
55&53&88; officials —
-nggsos&é.agaﬁ.
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IN REGARD TU ABSCAMy ?)‘L(LhQ::P CNSE WQRQ_ HbSQ(Lm ~

YOUR APPROACH TO LAW AND ORCER 1§ UNBEL VABLE, IF YCU CAN'T FINC A

CRIVME, YOU CREATE ONE, YCU REMIND ME CF A FISHERMEN ILSING MI§™

FAVORITE BAIT, BUT) 'wKO 18 MCST WRONG, THE FISK OR TPE FISHERMEN, ,
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FEDEFAT, GOVERNMENT

Congress of the United States
2

_~ house of Representatibes

/ Wasbington, D.E.

December 3 19 80

Congressional Affairs Office
FBI
J. Edgar Hoover FBI Bldg.
10th & Pennsylvania Avenues, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20535
BAxx .

Dear Friends:
The attached communication

is sent for your consideration.
Please investigate the statements
contained therein and forward me
the necessary information for re-
ply, returning the enclosed corre-

spondence with your answer.

'f'd,f( Yours tru
' orfi‘o
“ef E)—é

BOB TRAXLER . C.
8th District, Michigan

Asst. Dir.:

Crim. Inv,
Ident.
Intel,
Labaratory

Training
0f1. of Cong,
& Pubic Affs.

ARG s b

TR

Exec. AD-Adm.
Exsc. AD-Inv.
Exec. AD-LES__

Adm. Servs,

————

—

tega! Coun.
Plan&incp. ___
Rec. Mgt
Tech.Servs. ____

Teleahone R,
Director's Sec’y




November 24, 1980 ) . :
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Congressman Bob Traxler 5

2448 Rayburn House Office Bldg. i
Washington, D,C, 20515 ]

Dear Congressman Traxler:

I was listening to & broadcast this morning relative to the i
ABSCAM situation, the convictions that resulted therefrom and i
the congressional hearings going on relative to some of these o
people, The thought occurred to me while listening: Who

decided which congressmen would be offered bribes and why did

this person decide to pick the congressmen he picked?

It seems to me that this fuestion might be even more important
than whether someone was or was not involved in ABSCAM, 1s !
this an effort by someone in the FBI, or someone orchestrating
the FBI to force the Congress to knuckle under to the '"clout" |
of the FBI? 1 would really be interested in your reaction to !
these questions and I would be even more interested in seeing a i
|
i

- resolution introduced calling for an investigation into the
questions of 'who' and "why" these particular congressmen were

offered bribdes, . I
i

Sincerel : _
~ s
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-From an appreciative T‘ayer and Citizen of this great ‘ntry.

. ( g
Atten; Mr. William H. C,ster,Director of the F.B. I.

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington,D.C. 20013

OlW-

.

Dear Mr. Webster; UTSIDE SOURCE 7#*’?/
' B e Kecpnse -/éc [ <crio;
I believe I speak for millions of Americans when I extend our appreciation,our total

support and heart felt thanksfor the magnificent work you and your people are doing
in behalf of our great nation. You and your organization of skilled investigators
have brought back the respect and admiration to the FBI that was lost with the reign
of the selfserving Edgar Hoover.

The FBI's great accomplishments with the "ABSCAM" project has 1it the "Lamp of Hope"
that now something is being done to assure the Tax-payer that the "Elected or Ap-
pointed” individual will perform their duties honestly,diligently and to the best
interest of our country. Too many individuals enter government servi~e with the prime
purpose of using the "Power" of thier Office for personal gain believing that the
"Political” position glves them licemse: to steal, accept graft and gifts while neg-
lecting the purpose and responsibilities of thelr office or job. We elect them and
support them with our tax dollars believing that they will honestly-live up to thelr
promises only to learn later that they betrayed their word and our trust. Such people
sell their influence (Government Office) to do favor for another country si-the_ex-
of FTr;;2£n“.
These individuals be immediately removed from thelr Government positfiqn o/;Offi

never be permitted to be in "Public Service" again. They should also f;§;
their ill-gotten gains with this money being put into a fund to further support the
FBI's activities. Further, these wrong-doers should be fined no less than $10,000.00
plus the court and government costs incurred in proving their guilt. They shou%g also

pence of our countries welfare and wellbeing are truly performing an a

face a minimum of three months imprisomnment in a regular federal prison (not a Country

Cludb confinement as exposed and described by Halderman in th Wzater Gi'ti— trial. L{
Also, any Judge and/or Attorney that conspire to make a "Sham"-of Jﬁsti’/ cte In these b
sases where incriminating prbdfnozr evidence exists,regardless of what devious means

T
had.to be resorted to, they should be subject to being declared accessories after the
fact.Thelr attempts to make a farce of justice should lead to their "DidiERfeftl&ndo3Mh
the case of the errant Judge, removal from the bench. When relating to the “ABSCAM" ew
trials we believe that the implication of the word "Entrapment” is utterly absurd and
ridiculous since there 1s no other way to catch and expose these "Wrong-doers. I be-
lieve that all the honest Americans agree with and support your methods. Keep up the
good work, I also believe that the FBI personnel should be well paid as their good

service to our country is well worth it.

AN 19 1981

00 }lv é J @Vﬂ/ | “‘\0,‘0‘

P —— o T T e YT




CARLL

O

o Wlnifed Blafes Denate )
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510
October 21, 1980
.
2. %
" -4 <
o %,
Mr. Philip B. Heymann [PEDERAL GOVERRMENT -,:v\;'\{:;.)‘/ - o‘,
Assistant Attorney General %% L -ds,
Criminal Division . gguv;ﬁz;, ~
Department of Justice %"(/( 2
Washington, D.C. 20530 K\«%\ 4

Dear Phil:

Several months ago, 1 expressed my very real concerns about the
leaks which have characterized the Department’s investigation
of alleged corruption in the Congress commonly called ABSCAM.

In 1ight of that conversation, I am interested in determining if
the Department has, in fact,conducted an internal investigation
designed to uncover the source of those leaks and what action,
if any, has been taken as a result of that investigation. 1
would appreciate it if you would supply me with any additional
jnformation you might have relative to this subject.

I am raising this issue not only because of my concern about
the issue but also because of information which I have had
presented to me which suggests that the source of these leaks is
known to at least some members of the press.

Sincerely, RECE'VED
L

~ HaY 7 fopn
Carl Levin

: p .'OIfice of
dl _ tofessional Responsibility
b 2 A
! 7 < e s | :
AL Lo S ' .
? "u"‘ X - ‘.A.. oo N ;:._ N 1 \!. “‘ HO ) T/275—’ JZ - 'Ze_{
?‘ e e DEPARTRCRT OF U511y /i
i . ) .
R | 10]  0CT. 22 g
‘ LURAL DRazing A 6o
' | OFFICE_GF LEGISUATIVE oo
- S : CRIMINAL DIVISION ™~ /0) 3>
! ‘k’gﬂf Putiic integrity Sc.. oyt A
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Mr. William H. Webster

Federal Bureau of Investigation ,
Washing5 D.C. () ' '*hﬂﬁvﬁvwwﬁ : » /
R opnse e Mscom b

‘¢’ Dear Mr. Webster:

// I appreciated your reply to my letter to you as to the
AN Abscam business.. and youyAnterpetetion of your work. Mr. Webster I say
again, it is not the business of our government to set up traps for weak
and evil men to seduce them to steal rob or commit crimes.. It is of course
a discusting and serious thing that our elected officials cannat: be trusted
and the moral apmosphere is so low, that one wonders how long can a nation
survive in* this condition. _

To tempt men to sin is evil, wrong and uncalled for in my opinion. As you
know one judge decided because of the trap that they are to be freed from
this business, the trap of the FBI. _

Mr. Webster I am sure that you are aware of a nation honey combed by fﬂ
KGB agents, and the Massaud Israels assasins, and the Iranians running loose
and the bombing and killing and asszhation that is going on in our lanq;h
that ought to be enough to keep all the men and a lot more busy tryingi -

) turn the tide and save our land from its ruin. You know as well as I know

' that KGB agents are in offices in our Government at this very moment fqi
during the Carter days of infamy we have been officially infiltrated by

- our enemies, and your men know it..we are being betrayed by our own governlen
at this moment. And your and my survival is at stake.,Something must change
quickly or our nation is lost to a world conspiracy headed uprby prominent
Americans.. that you know. ,

~ Let us go after them, and preserve the land once blessed of Gogfazd

honored of men. E:‘gm / 3 - /ZB/-' é / :‘;g"‘/

%inéerely Concerned
I am Sincerely JYours CEC 3¢ 1228
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" related on the phone, the paper will be a general report on hOW»
- that asszgnment came about and was handled. step by step. gg»: *

'Complllng the pertlnent 1nformatlon and wrltlng the paper has a.

RS L0k oy :
o \o/(o January 22,1981
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Public Affairs Research Unit -
Room 7659 , o
Washington, D.C. 20535 \
Dear Sirs and Madams, J;%[Z,Q:—Pc SPerte L5 /4/ C’Am &,;4
| " I am a senior law student at the *Law School and called .. .
, yesterday concerning information on ureau‘’s "ABSCAM" invest-bn,

igation which I need for a paper I am writing for a course. As T =

D2

dual purpose; besides acting as an academic endeavor, it may also j”
give me a little insight into how Bureau activities are handled -
as I hope to join the Bureau upon graduation thls comlng May.

The course I am writi thls aper is "Organlzed Crime Control"
and my professor, H suggested that I ask you for-
all information you may have on SCAM, including all testimony

‘given by Spe01a1 Agents, Director Webster, elected officials and

defendants in the actions. In addition to these 1tems. I also
would like a copy of guidelines for Special Agents in such "
"sting" operations , and any responses by the Bureau and the .
Department of Justice to allegations of entrapment,etc. Included -
in the information I seek, I also hope to gather figures on th-
costs for the operation and the up-to-date status on litigai4
and lastly on the manpower expended by the Bureau.ﬁ;

Your COOperatlon will ‘be greatly apprecxated and T w111 be

©  than happy to let you know the progress of my paper as it develops;‘ff .
" 0f course, I have very little time to put it all together as:the - -

first draft is due soon, so I would be grateful if the 1nformatlonv"}7:“

" could be sent to me at the address printed above as soon as poss-

1b1e preferrably before m1d February.»Thank you for your help._

) ,-S.é...rii?f_'rél'ifl,ybiﬁi, s ‘-‘

C is FEB ‘é""’wqi’ _¢

s e - s ANl e e Y S S e e
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;I G. Donald Gale

Director of Public Atffairs
237-2545 237-2500

1/[ / N February 2, 1981

IVJ QUISIDE SOURZE

<< /szfﬁf‘ff

Mr. Roger S. Young -

Inspector in Charge
Office of Congressional and Public Affairs

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D.C. 20535
Dear Mr. Yowng:

Thank you for your letter of December 23 concerning a KSL Editorial.

As you can see fram the enclosed editorial, 1 excerpted portions i
of your letter in a follow-up editorial. I could not use the
entire letter, because it was too long for our format.

p— !
We are sure this will give our listeners added pempqcfiv& out the |
Abscam project. Y | }

W z

We appreciate your concem.

GDG/ch
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ANOTHER POINT OF VIEW |
Roger Young, Federal Bureau of Investigation
January 17, 1981

Several weeks ago, KSL criticized the "Abscam' investigation conducted by
the F.B.I. In response, Mr. Roger Young wrote from Federal Bureau of
Investigation headquarters in Washington, D.C. He said, in part (quote):

". . . Some crimes, such as public corruption, would rarely be
discovered or prosecuted without undercover activity. Both the
person offering the bribe and the person accepting it are covert
in their criminal arrangement. Since bribery has no traditional
victim, except the unknowing citizen/taxpayer, there is no one to
care forth and report the crime.

"All of our undercover operations, including Abscam, are targeted
toward criminality, not individuals or institutions. The Abscam
case began as an investigation into stolen art in New York and
fram there led to allegations of illegality in the New Jersey

casinos.

Eventually the trail of alleged criminality led us to

national public officials."

F.B.I. Inspector Young continued:

"Undercover operations do not 'cause' crime; they merely provide
an opportunity for those inclined to break the law to do so while
the govermment compiles the evidence. By detecting criminals who
would have otherwise gone undiscovered, these undercover activities
also may discourage similar criminal activity.

"The FBI is committed to using its investigative tools lawfully and
aggressively to make the greatest possible impact upon major areas
of criminality. We believe that our undercover operatioms,
including Abscam, are an essential element of that commitment."

KSL thanks Inspector Roger Young of the F.B.I. for his camments.

ESATAV eSO A

“Another Viewpoint” was broadcast in response to a KSL Editorial Comment. It may be reprinted only by permission of KSL.
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Director Webster

Feueral Bureau of Invegtis
Washington, D.C. (é gaviony

.....

Feb., 21, 1971

Dear Sir,

I am legal.y blind phrsically but not blind morally or patriotickly.
Thus, I have to tell you that I can not express to you my admiration
and my great feelings from the FBI's “bscan project.

You hgve certainly made me feel good and improve my morale.
I hope you will ® ntinue to go after crime no matter where 1t is.
Yipee.

Pincerely,

Fo reply is necessary. Just wanted to tell you my support.

IDB-111éj /ry;&/’ 3@9\
35 WAR .. 1981
V&U (oLp | |
4 APR 22 1981.
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Vlnifed Diafes Denale

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20810

"".. O m;

March 11, 1981

we

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Congressional Liaison Office

9th and Pennsylvania Avenue <
Washington, D<%> 20535 Ipﬁﬂﬁg*g M
Dear Friends: ?Zﬁi;;*
Io//l %f,/‘/‘yff—- x/ /(x

Enclosed esp*neenca-l“_____ma,
received from The letter kp
raises some serious concerns about Abscam. 1 \9/
'would greatly appreciate it if you would

} . . .
jcarefully review this matter and provide me
with an appropriate response.

Your attention to this matter is greatly
‘appreciated.

s With best regards,
f : Sincerely,

1 Paul S. Sarbanes
United Stat%s Senator

éf Marylagn
PSS/ell
;: Enclosure
W 2 /756 s 30
B —_—
- gfoolst 2 mab
é; ' CLIJL , - SATIRDS s

r-‘.,-v--.._.._v...,_ v~ — o et gy " 2 ) i 0 et Erarh At At Ze cao b e ot et Eaed e A SIEI madee S




< v oo T Nt s @ a4 00 T e B SO
' : e e e e e

o es -

DATE: '

NBME:

" ADDRESS: ' -

_TELEPHONE:

'TFXT !. Zﬂfﬂ/ﬂé /71/354/9@ W

ﬁﬁmw@f/vww¢ A@Jg &

Mt i Ctnieconen "
‘7&@’ MW«/MM
" b atopt He il @ym Aoy .

1/&%%W

W&ms 4 5&55770,«/;5 7

-
\o
-,
-‘_

.
TERNK [YOU L.%2 B .- N
/ :' -/ ~ ’ AR S
RN /_,,3& /.
~ CHCLoSURY
l\ " . -
% - 2




....,....
RS —

QUTSIDE SOUR o o
[ | % o KFsgonst KE. /MS"W\

)17 Jhawels J787
M'n. H /Veé; ﬁaul Doweatoer ;
7~/3. L. fn o?,zw,oﬁw_;"“ o

. Wc"/}”’ijf’”f D G, Aa535 |
Deaw Jhw. [Vebster,

/%cﬁﬂ/ Gwe Scgpic @ﬂf{‘es W%pﬂr ?
%J /ﬁw‘v;/a-kea_/‘ cmcz/ q/.)'o /hi. /e y |

fo sﬂé\/' e 110 7S 2,

e 7147(’ z
W/as: vl en Ytors Jaé‘/'ea#-

T Knnv
weeds av e Lopnse Sbut" as a foomen SHAws

ﬂ(S'.U/‘eﬂ'f': I—P(e / *7‘/‘71'5. 7L7(/7e 074 a~l 9/7%64’,

: W{M we wd W,Wduo/ﬁmm%’—j/;m//wf'fo

unchal wie Lo
Jdest— of Sea /4 1o /W Sies

7 WAR 311981




March 17, 1981

Regarding the editor's editorial on the FBI which appeared in February
1981 lssue, I, as an American citizen, take cxception to the editor's
remarks concerning ABSCAM. What's your problem, Mr. Editor? Are you
trying to make a case of innocence for a congressman who got his hand
caught in the cookie jar? A craok is a crook regardless of who he is
and I'm grateful for the FBI's handling of the ABSCAM which every
citizen I talked to is also in agreement with the end results.

You quote statistics like a supposed authority. Your comments are not
germane to the evidence gathered.

Mr. Webster, Director of the FBI, gets my vote of confidence and as far

as I'm concerned any elected official who accepts money under any pre-
tense other than his paycheck and legitimate expenses is guilty of the
worst kind of crime. Betrayal of the public trust, Mr. Editor, is what
most citizens are upset about. Go out on the street and ask the average
citizen what he objects to and you will discover that he or she is totally
against untrustworthy political people of all levels, and at least Mr.
Webster is trying to do something about the problem that we all suspected
but no one but Mr. Webster had the guts to do something about. That's
more than can be said for Fat Jack.

4th Degree \/ /('
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FOR many months the American public has been treated to
hair-raising drama through the courtesy of o government
agency. The curtain raiser has filled many fascinating news
segments on television and in the other media.

The drama has all the intrigue of a Jomes Bond mevie. The
actors are government employees and the broad outlines of
the script were prepared by a government agency. The
dramatic series is titled ABSCAM.

The production was the work of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation. The plot was simple. Dangle cash before
elected officials to test whether a $50,000 payoff will secure
some promise of political favor. The soap opera involved the
rental of o swank Washington, D.C., home elaborately
equipped with secret comeras and recording devices, luxuri-
ous hotel suites, a plush 62-foot yacht and an extensive cast
including about 100 FBI agents.

The results were anything but complimentary to Congress
or comforting to the public which chose certain officials. The
televised scenes of congressmen stuffing money into their
pockets and using a vocabulary characteristic of X-rated
movies was not edifying. It certainly dramatized the danger
of electing officials on the basis of charisma and promises
rather than on character and performance.

But the entire ABSCAM operation raises serious questions.
Should the FB! pour its resources into such an effort? Are there
more pressing priorities? Is the whole idea of devising
honesty tests for officials and citizens good policy? Does the
gome approach official entrapment?

The FBI is responsible for enforcing federal laws. it has
7,600 special agents and operates on a budget approaching
$1 billion.

Under longtime director ). Edgar Hoover FBl emphasis was
on espionage, bank robberies and organized crime. Since
William H. Webster became bureau chief in 1978 it has given
prominence to so-called white<ollar crime. ABSCAM was
port of this new offensive.

But while the FB! was focusing its energies on ABSCAM the
country experienced the sharpest rise in crime in four years.
The latest annual statistics released by the agency show that
crime rose by 9.1%. Violent crime was up 11%. Forcible rape

* increased by 14.2%; robbery by 12%; aggravated assavlt

by 10.1%; and murder by 9.3%. At the same time arrests for
such crimes failed to keep up with the rise in crime statistics.
Arrests increased by only 3%. No arrests were made in75%
of the robberies; 86% of the motor vehicle thefts; 85% of the
burglaries; 81% of the larceny thefts; 52% of the forcible
rapes; 41% of the aggravated assaults; and 27% of the
murders.

The rising crime rate is anything but encouraging. Arecent
report on crime sponsored by A-T-O Inc. painted a gloomy
picture of a U.S. citizenry paralyzed by fear. The study was
based on interviews with more than 1,000 randomly
selected people.

The fear of crime is alarmingly pervasive, affecting Ihe
young and the old, the poor and the affluent, men and

women, the rural and the urban. This pervasive fear is
changing the American people from an open, gracious and

generous society into a closed, distrustful and constricted
society, according to the study.

(371756) -

s __.drr % S)‘
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Do we want a Federal S
~ Bureav of Instigation?

In view of the alarming increase in violent crime and the
dreadful effect this is having on society, why does the official
federal agency instituted to fight crime spend its resources on
ABSCAM escapades? Sheuld the bureau instigate as well as
investigate crime?

U.S. District Court Judge John P. Fullam has said “Nol" to
the last question and has overturned the conviction of two
ABSCAM victims. Two members of the Philodelphia City
Council were found guilty of extortion by a federal jury. But
Fullam, who presided at the tricl, reviewed the verdict and
overturned it. He declared the FBI had overstepped the
bounds of propriety. “'The evidence establishes entrapment,”
he stated.

"No ene who has viewed the videotaped evidence in this
case would avoid feelings of distress and disgust at the crass
behavior the tapes revealed. The jury’s verdict represents a
natural human reaction to that evidence.

“'But, in the long run, the rights of all citizens not to be led
into criminal activity by governmental overreaching will
remain secure only so long as the courts sfand ready to
vindicate those rights in every case.”

Whether or not the judge’s decision will be sustained on
appeal remains a question. Some current instructions to the
jury define entropment as an instance in which low-
enforcement officers have “linduced er persuaded an unwill-
ing person to commit an unlawful act.” But these instructions
also point out that “where a person is predisposed fo commit
an offense — that is, ready and willing to violate the law
—the fact that government agents merely afford an oppor-
tunity for him to do so does not constitule entrapment.’”

The whole question of tempting peoplé into crime is
touchy. One point is how big should the temptation be. In
ABSCAM the cash bait apparently was limited to $50,000.
And some individuals indeed refused the bait. But suppose it
were raised to $100,000. Then to $500,000. Then to $1
million. Perthaps to $10 million. An old maxim says: f a man
resists temptation it generally is not because he is strong but
because the temptation is weak. Is it really in the public
interest for the government to run a testing lab to see how
much femptation citizens can withstand? Do we want a
Federal Bureau of Instigation?

Another delicate issue is who should be selected for the

‘government temptation tests. The FBI insists that the

ABSCAM victims fell noturally into its net because they had
underground repufuﬁons for accepting bribes. But once the
enficement pattern is set it easily could be steered toward
polmcul opponents. This has become the standard procedure
in totalitarian regimes.

Temptation started in the Garden of Eden when Satan
dongled the “opple of knowledge’’ before Eve. In the Lord’s
prayer Christians plead with their Heavenly Father not to be
led into templation. It would seem that a government,
allegedly concerned with human rights, ¢ould grant citizens
the same favor and not dangle before them the alluring
apple conceived by the evil genius of hell.

coLumsia
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Please send me whatwer infcrmation you aresallowed
to rdease on xE®HctNx the ABSCAM investigation:
(L) How selected--

\/o

(2) Total number of investigations

oo T A,
(3) Criteria for selection.

-Thank you,
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ABSCAM and Temptation

As one who served for over 35 years
with the Federal Bureau of
Investigation, | am shockedvat th#&
February editorial, “De we .want a
Federal Bureau of Instigation?”

You allege entrapment by FBI agents
but do not mention that the entire
activity in ABSCAM was approved and
constantly monitored by high officials
of the Department of Justice and by FBI
Director William H. Webster, himself o
former federal judge. You cite one
instance where U.S. District Judge John
P. Fullam overturned two convictions

" for alleged entrapment of ABSCAM

victims, but you do not list the other

 ABSCAM cases. - :

I feel the FBI should pursue

" vigorously white<ollar crime in order to

prosecute corruption by public officials
wherever it rears its ugly head.
Experience has shown how difficult it
has been legally to root out and
prosecute successfully such corruption
and, therefore, new approaches such as
“sting programs” by law enforcement
are necessary. They have been very
successful and in most instances have

" withstood court challenges

" Your editorial touches on the legal '

- definition of entrapment and notes that

where a person is predisposed to '

" commit an offense, the fact that

" government agents merely afford him -
. an opportunity to do so does not
.. constitute entrapment.

. Common sense says that a public
official imbued with honesty and
integrity has but to say “"No” when -

offered a bribe. )

“* Your editorial olleges that while the
FB! was focusing its energies on

ABSCAM, the country experienced its
sharpest rise in crime in four years. You
do not tell readers that the FBI does not
have jurisdiction over local crimes such
as rape, robbery, assault, murder, ete.,
unless the crime occurs on @ :
government reservation. Your censure
in this connection should be directed to
-appropriate focal autherities, not the
FBl.

Kenneth J. Haser
Bethesda, Md,

should be arresﬂé gbe SWd if he

I just have finished your February
Comment and found it most
interesting.

But I still don’t have an answer to
something you brought up.

A jury of 12 good men and women
listened to the evidence in a case,
lasting some weeks. With all 12 in
agreement, a verdict was presented to
the judge, who overturned the findings
and reversed the verdict. Why should so
many people lose their valuable tinte
on jury duty, when o judge has the
final say?

William E. Roche
Java Center, N.Y.

As a former special agent of the FBI |
disassociate myself from the views
expressed in the February issue with
regard to the FBI.

The article is an insult and offront to
the FBl and all of its employees, both
past and present. The record of the FBI
in its service in the law-enforcement
field and in its contributions to the
internal security of our country speaks

for itself.
Joseph M. Wysolmerski
Mclean, Va.

" As an FBl agent | disagree with the
February Comment..

In ABSCAM, every precaution was
taken to ensure that “entrapment’’ did
not occur. You speak of temptation and
its evils. Yes, the FBl offered _
temptation. It is the proper role of the
FBI to offer “'temptation’” in an
investigation such as this. There was
probable cause to offer that
temptation. However none of the
congressmen has established sufficient
probable cause for accepting it. :

Possibly the proper role of the FBI
would be to prosecute burgtars and *
robbers and ignore the “fences” who
encourage thefts by buying stolen
property. | disagree with that
hypothesis, just as | disagree that the
FBI should act as an ostrich and ignore
allegations of congressional misconduct,
which have a greater impact on our
moral fabric. :

Villiom P. lawler Jr.
Savannah, Ga.

No member of Congress or the
president of the United Siates should
use the defense of “entrapment.” Any
member of the Senote, House of
Representatives or the White House

*%here is no hope for our form of _ .

. e e P
[P A

accepts an illegal bribe regordless of i

the circumstances. -

- One representative arrested in the - .- i
ABSCAM operation was Richard Kelly 2
from Florida. ! voted for him. | hope he .
goes to jail, To think that @ man who ; K

represents me would take an illegal
bribe for any amount of money or for
any gain causes me to believe that 3

government. | say more power to the
-FBI. 1 hope that it weeds out every
rotten apple in the entire government

operation.
- :

Wilson C. Stober .
Dunedin Beach, Fla,
The president of United Cement,

Lime and Gypsum Workers o
International Union and editor of our i
monthly union magazine, the Voice,

has asked me to write for permission to
use in our magazine your February i
1981 editorial, ‘Do we want a Federal Y

i . .
Bureau of Instigation?”

. i

It is a fine editorial and we would be
very pleased if you would let us reprint
it s

Patricia H. Strandt

54 't Managing Editor, The Voice N BN

<15 o Norridge, Il L ;"

After learning some members of . i
Congress were accepting bribes for R
political favors, | am happy the FBI had T
the courage to root them out and cause ¥
them to be brought to trial before a
jury of their peers, which convicted &

every one of them.

Attempting to smear the FBI for the
crime wave in America is a distortion of
the purpose of the FBI, which is .
charged with investigation of selected '
federal laws and cannot go charging
off investigating what it desires:

' J. H. Murphy -.
v B ~ Savannah, Gea.

CmEewr v T

Time and money were well spent on
the ABSCAM case, because the people
caught had reputations for accepting
bribes. The morality exhibited by our
elected officials influences the morality
of the general public and young people
in particular. We safely can assume an
officeholder is elected for his promises
and integrity, not for his dishonesty
and greed. By accepting a bribe an
elected official is betraying the trust of
the people who elected him and hurts

—LQLLSGBLA

TV

all, induding honest politici by
destroying faith jn governifieny . l , :
é‘;nmgéman ' ’
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The individuals convicted In ABSCAM White-collar crime demands different  pleces of “lvo-r" from wvr;n otbﬂ than -

~ did willingly involve themselves in a investigative techniques by law- the FBI? Are thay fit 1o govern us, fo
situation that is contrary to U.S. faws enforcement officers than o street pass our laws? Should we send the o
o and contrary to the basic rules of right  robbery, for instance. | am appalled by “'hidrow bums” 1o prison for lesser - - T
BN and wrong. the suggestion that the FBI instigoted crimes and abiolve thote in high places - oo
b Wh . criminal acivity. The FBI provided only . . '
o tempted them is actually on maere legal fochnicalities?
itrelevant, b it the FBI or Sutan ::o :p;;orl:nhy for suspacis to make Sohn €. Mo#
himself. o Tirst move. Lolo, Mont.
For those truly in tune with the Lord, The Ar;:oriconbpoop‘:: are ‘?ppo:’ off '
it is not tha temptation that is all more ;a: “yoav y Wi ;;o' areime . |n ABSCAM temptation was not
powerful, but the knowlcdge of right than hY °| ':h' ";‘90;70 t:’neshpu'l dangled in front of ordinary citizens but
and wrong. ':9"" :""wn:z’ 'n.i ‘Bc'o':::_““. :h’o':w- of officials who got where they are by
. nforc gencie inu i .
~Ifitis not the right of the FBl to chock  work of ferreting out the crooks in ?on;la y:ng io'ibo"a bo;/‘o 'h.' ovdm:ry in
‘on the honesty of lawmakors, then t ond cuting th intellect, creativity, charactor an
. Yy , government and proseculing em. . s h lo. #
" who will do it? Phillip R, Wiser integrity. They are to set on example.
o P. A. Burek MP.M"NM" we can excuse such “above ordinary”
Wausau, Wis. - citizens from temptation, then should

o . A crook i K dless of wh we not excuse him who finds -
ABSCAM, which exposed the weok - i:::’ 'l':\ugc’:o':h:'e ?;r‘h:s;;l"w ®  Jemptation in a pretty girl to be raped,

) and greedy trash that has infiltrated , an expensive sporiscar fo be stolen, o

£ Congress, wos a breath of fresh air to handling of ABSCAM. Any slocted bank ’:o be yobﬁzd or o feeble, eldery

those who still believe in honesty, person 1o be mugged? o government
" integrity and the moral values insti official is not strong enough fo resist

 official who accepts money under any
lled 'J prefense other than his paycheck and
N legitimate expenses is guilty of the

by our forebearers. worst kind of crime, betrayal of the temptation why should anyone resist?
The members of Congress invelved in  pyblic trust. . Mary B. Maloy
ABSCAM were elected to represent ‘ : Maywood, N.Y.
thelr constituents in the legislative FBI Director Webster is trying fo do :
process, not fo engage in monetary and something about the problem that we In regard o the question of cifizens
moral gymnastics for personal gain. all suspected but no one but Webster being entrapped: You cannot entrap an
What's the difference whether the FBI had the guts to do something about. honest man.
used entrapment or some other law- Earl W. Kurish ’ £ W. Bergquist L
enforcement device? A crook is a crook, _ Centerville, Ohio’ Houston, Texos - S
and how his “intent to commit” is : -
; _exposed, should be a secondary All the ABSCAM targets were over
consideration. 21 and elected officials who should
' George M. Burchfield have high standards and be
‘ Huntwville, Ala. irreproochable. | think the FBI did
_ White<collar crime hos become so very 950 d job in getting rid of these
pervasive for polificians an d undemfsblex before they sold us down
businessmen that it is destroying belief the drain.
. A Edward J. McGlons
that our society is fundamentally fair Bellmore, N.Y
and just. A society cannot endure T
which teaches its people through Having served some 35 years in law
constant and powerful examples that enforcement, | thought most :
corruption is to be expected and actions knowledgeable Christians were aware
in the public interest are for the naive.  that crime will not be reduced merely

in this way, white<collar crime is more

by arresti nd imprisoning the
_ damaging thon violent crime. y orcesting and imprisohing

“bums,” those on booze or other drugs,

If these criminals are successful in the poor and mentally disturbed. These
convincing the courts that ABSCAM and other rejects of a godless ond
operations constitute entrapment they uncompassionate secular society
will succeed in making white<collar commit over 50 percent of the crimes of
criminals immune to prosecution. Such violence in this country.
immunity encourages crime of all types, .
and is far more devastating to our ~ Greed and materialism, such as
society than last year's 11% increase in  exhibited by our congressmen, nuriure
viofent crimes. the growth of crime. No amount of

Martin C. Giati money, no increase in the number of
Comp Springs, Md. policemen alone will reduce crime.

Crime will not be reduced without a

Any USS. congvéssman or other high ; alfty/of our society.
elected official who willingly takes a 2:3":;773” W’ ty
e dny o

bribe is a real criminal and should be one does not suspect

e

i prosecuted to the fullest extent of the that these congressmen and their i
R law because he violates public trust. associates would have taken the 30 o
b e WAL ey . — i lJovs
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Congress of the United States
Pouge of Representatives
Washingtorr, B.E. 20515

June 24, 1981

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

Mr. Roger S. Young

Office of Cong. and Public Affairs

Federal Bureau of Investigatio

J. Edgar Hoover Building @ / . ',-’I , // ﬁ TR

Washington, D.C, 20535 T/i/K/ p\e C’f N \e;j{é iy

Dear Mr. Young: .
/ R

I have recently received a telephone inquiry fram a

constituent regarding the rckoc

justification for the ABSCAM investigation, under

what authority the FBI was acting, and how the FBI

selected which Congressmen to target. 1 would

appreciate an explanation of this matter as soon as

possible.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. L ’(o

AN

s K. Coyne, M.C.

' *Toség ‘ /756/”" 3}3
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william webster
fbi building
wash, dc 20535

ny

dear Sirs

& would 11ke to congradul e
' ate you on your recent succ
. €8s, in Abscam.ll find that =
sourds, and «cries of entrappment

7 was totaly “stupid’ and complete- }
. 1y with, out reason, Public offi{ ‘ o’?aé 5

© .. .cials ’ congress:onal members,
1.
/}Lff are sipposed to be.in a high trus
§-7-9f - !~ 1. position,’ I furthermbmm believe
PP ~ 7 more of this; should be done, -
yﬁu:”~4> also in the ‘areas of drug dealing
’ and ob‘Fontro$mof r sturants
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27 July 1981

UC/( ' 2 ?Cf;/‘@/js € - ﬂé&dﬁh’)

Mr William Webster and Staff
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C. o

ABSCAM
Gentlemen

I applaud you for your Operation ABSCAM, with you one hundred and one
percent. Who but the ones in question should express criticism of
your organization for uncovering those so-called leaders who aren't
so clean. Wish it could have been broadened to uncover them all, but
those who were caught willing to aggrandize themselves by foul means
will serve to alert any other prospective types of that ilk.

My desire is for CLEAN GOVERNMENT, CLEAN AND HONEST LEADERS. We in my
family were raised to respect authority, to look up to and respect our
leaders. I neither look up to nor respect the unworthy. Would you
look up to dirt?

The term "entrapment" has been and is being used by and for them in
defense of their dishonest moves. I say this: an honest man cannot
be trapped into stealthily stuffing his brief case with ill-gotten
cash. He may be trapped into keeping the appointment, but upon learn-
ing the premise that goes with the promise, the honest man would lose
no time telling them to get lost.

Not to create more in the way of bureaucracy, but we can surely use (}
more of this type of "oversighting" and "overseeing" -- and I can't
think of a better organization to do it than our Federal Bureau of
Investigation.

Sincerely

i
I
¥
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